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Believe In 
Oneself! 

ויאמינו בה' ובמשה עבדו

“They believed in God and in Moshe His ser-
vant.” (Shemos 14:31).  

After witnessing Kriyas Yam Suf, and 
all the miracles that transpired, the 
Torah informs us that Bnei Yisrael finally 
expressed their Emunah (belief) in Hashem 
and in Moshe Rabbeinu. 

Rabbi Tzadok (Tzidkas HatZadik 154) 
– explains that the reference to belief in 
Moshe is actually more encompassing and 
extends to belief by each and every indi-
vidual in oneself! As the gemara in Bava 
Basra (121B) states, when Bnei Yisrael were 
distanced from Hashem, there was no com-
munication between Hashem and Moshe.  
Moshe and Am Yisrael are considered one 
and the same.  

Therefore, Rabbi Tzadok interprets this 
pasuk as follows: Just like man believes in 
God so too does one have to believe in oneself. 

We are not viewed by God as day laborers 
that can be dismissed on a daily basis if our 
work is not necessary.  So long as each morn-
ing one’s neshama is returned, it is because 
that individual has a purpose – a mission to 
accomplish that day. The ultimate tragedy is 
not when we don’t recognize our faults, but 
rather when we don’t recognize our strengths: 
the potential of what we can accomplish. 
We begin each morning with the prayer of 
 where we thank Hashem -(Mode Ani) מודה אני
for returning our neshama to us.  At the end of 
that phrase we state: בחמלה רבה אמונתך – “with 
great compassion, your faith.” One would 
have surmised that the last word would be 
 my faith- ending our statement with – אמונתי
our belief in God.  Yet, we use the term ־אמו

 your faith. Essentially, we are referring – נתך
to God’s faith in us!  We thank Hashem for 
returning our soul and for his faith in us – 
that we are worthy of living another day. 
That we have a mission to accomplish and 
are essential to the world.  

One must possess this self confidence in 
order to be able to accomplish one’s mis-
sion.  Yet, one needs to be careful not to let 
such confidence lead to arrogance.   There is 
a well-known mahlokes between the world-
views of the great musar yeshivos Novardok 
and Slabodka. Novardok believed that man, 
adam, derives his name from adama, earth. 
This point constantly reminds us that we 
were created from the dirt of the earth. 
Slabodka believed that adam is related to 
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adame – “I will resemble” Hashem. This 
interpretation reminds man that he was 
created in Hashem’s image. Are we to think 
highly of ourselves as God’s creation, or 
lowly of ourselves, like the dirt from which 
we were formed? Perhaps the resolution of 
this argument is to combine both of these 
understandings into a balanced approach. 

Often, we believe that self-worth and 
self-confidence are antitheses of humility. 
However, being a humble person doesn’t 
mean we think we are nothing and can’t 
accomplish anything in life. That is not 
humility, because if it was, Moshe would not 
have accomplished anything in his life, and 
Moshe was anav mikol adam, the humblest 
of all men. Being humble does not have to 
translate into being a quiet person who 
minds his own business. Quite the opposite. 
Being humble means acting on behalf of oth-
ers, without the need of recognition. Moshe’s 
actions were pure. He did not seek popularity 
in a social network or credit for his achieve-
ments. He acted out of a sense of justice – for 
the sake of the people without any ulterior 
motive or desire for personal benefit. 

May we be able to find the proper bal-
ance between self-confidence and humility 
so that we can maximize our potential and 
fulfil our mission! 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces  
(17 m2) + 2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking 
view,  2 car parks,  private entrance - rented 
9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
In the heart of Baka - renovated building, 
new 4 rooms, 5th floor + Shabbat elevator,  
2 balconies, sukkah 

3600000 NIS – MICHAEL 052-3202488 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, 
quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral 
street, huge garden (138m2), possibility to 
add 45 m2, renovated, close to the Train 
Station

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - Baka, Mordechai Hayehudi st. - 
rare & charming, 4 room, 75m, ground floor 
with 54m garden, private entrance, high 
ceilings, good condition. 3.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara, Chulada Hanevia st. -
5.5 rooms, 130m on 3 levels with a 50m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, 4.3m shekel
For Rent- 25m studio by the Great 
Synagogue, breathtaking views from this 4 
floor walk up with a 70m terrace. Immediate.  
2900NIS/ month


