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This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
Artwork By: Rena Mednick

Meaning: Shivat Haminim is a very common theme in much of my work. This is because,  
for me, it represents the basic promise of Hashem to the Jewish People- we will have an eternal  
heritage in this beautiful Land. Every time I paint the Shivat Haminim, it is a reaffirmation of my  

gratitude to Hashem that I am among the most fortunate generation of Jews for 2500 years to be living in 
G-d's Holy Land,  as a sovereign nation. It reminds me every day we must thank  

Hashem for this bounty and never take it for granted.

*Rabbi Yeres' D'var Torah, Haftorah and Stats and Mitzvot can be found at www.torahtidbits.com
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The Torah tells us,  
מוריך“ את  רואות  עיניך   we ”,והיו 
should see and learn from 
our teachers. Over the last 
week I had the privilege 

to witness many moments of inspira-
tion when accompanying Rav Hershel 
Schachter Shlita, and Rebbetzin Shoshana 
Schachter around Israel. During the time 
we spent together (including the Encyclo-
pedia Talmudit celebration I shared with 
you last week), I was able to see true Torah 
Gadlut and get a glimpse into true Mesirut 
Nefesh for Klal Yisrael. 

Among the many roles of Rav Schachter, 
two stand at the forefront: he serves as the 
Posek for OU Kashrut, and serves as the 
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva University’s Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary pro-
gram. Rebbetzin Schachter, works for OU 
Kashrut in NY. Between their shared posi-
tions, both Rav and Rebbetzin Schachter 
held hectic schedules this week. To give 
you a taste of what a 24-hour day looks like 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

for Rav and Rebbetzin Schachter, I’ll share 
some snippets with you. But in order to 
fully appreciate it, I’ll take you back to 2016. 

Every summer Rav and Rebbetzin 
Schachter come to Israel to spend time with 
the OU’s NCSY Kollel for high school boys. 
During one such summer in 2016, I got a 
call from the Reshet Bet radio station ask-
ing if Rav Schachter and I could join them 
for an interview during its weekly Motzei 
Shabbat program that features religious 
personalities. The program runs from 
12:00 am to 2:00 am - not exactly the easiest 
time for an on-air segment. However, Rav 
Schachter agreed and I brought him and 
Rebbetzin Schachter to the studio for our 
interview. As usual, Rav Schachter’s wis-
dom inspired Reshet Bet listeners. 

When the interview concluded, I was 
ready to take Rav and Rebbetzin Schachter 
back to NCSY Kollel. But instead, he turned 
to me and said, “Nu Avi, where are we 
going now? Is there anything else import-
ant to do tonight?” At first I was surprised. 
It was 2:00 in the morning! But seeing how 
serious The Rav was, I suggested we visit 
OU Israel’s Pearl & Harold Jacobs Zula 
Outreach Center, a place for teens at risk 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

In memory of  our beloved father, 
grandfather and great grandfather
Morris Zimmerman z"l
משה בן מנחם מנדל ורבקה ז"ל

נפטר בח"י שבט תשפ"א
on his first yahrzeit
The Zimmerman Family

Nof Ayalon, Lod, Ramat Gan

Condolences to
Perry & Esther Zamek & family

 on the passing of  his 
MOTHER a"h in Australia

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Property owners? 

 

  Derech Beit Lechem 17, Baka  
Special apartment in amazing location, 
Ground floor 2 rooms, 50 sqm, Quiet 

apartment with high ceiling, light.  
Small garden in use. NIS 2,420,000 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 
 

 

 

 

 
Moshav Ramat Raziel Estate 

Magnificent Jerusalem Mountain View  
8 Dunam, Terraced Gardens, House , 

Stables, Tourism and Agriculture. 
NIS 14,000,000   

Nelly- 052-476-4356  

  City Center/ Nachlaot Penthouse  
Amazing views inc. Temple Mount. 4 rms, 
120 sqm, 2 baths, Succah balcony, hi-end 
finishes, U/F heat, AC, Curtain-windows 

Parking, Shabbat elevator. NIS 5,850,000 
Orna Even- 054-621-6069 

 

 
Shlomo Ben Yosef 134, Armon Hanetziv 

Lovely, spacious, 88 sqm, 4 room 
apartment.  First floor, 3 directional airflow, 
en-suite bedroom, storage, Option to add 

Sukkah balcony.  NIS 1,790,000 
Penina Rosenthal 050-662-2446 

 

 

 

  Kiryat HaOmanim, Zfat, Galilee  
Private house in Zfat Old City. Original 

Stone and Arches, 200 sqm, Renovated,  
7 suites, Yard, View. An Artist's Paradise, 

Motel or Spacious Vacation Home. 
Nelly 052-4764356 

 

 

 

 
Mevo Ha’asara, French Hill 

Great for investment- lots of potential 
84 Sqm, large 3 room apartment- easily 

converted to 4 rooms. Underfloor heating, 
elevator, parking NIS 1,790,000 only 

Nelly 052-4764356 

 
Baka Penthouse with potential 

 Huge 5 rooms+ sukkah balconies + roof 
(170 sqm ) , pastoral,  small bldg,  private 
entrance + parking. Asking NIS 5,800,000 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 
 

 
Yehuda Street, Baka 

Apt in Authentic Old Arab house 
Renovated ,arched windows , mosaic floors , 

4 rms ,2 full baths + guest toilet + 25 sqm 
front terrace (sukkah) NIS 3,600,,000 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 
 
 

 
Ha'Nassi Ha'Shishi, Mishkenot Ha'uma 
Beautifully designed, spacious 2 room apt, 
62 sqm, large balcony, 2x parking, storage. 

Handicap accessible. Shabbat elevator. 
Sold fully furnished. NIS 2,250,000 

Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
 
 
 
 
 

Come learn how to maximize your sale price 
54 Emek Refaim- Tuesday, 11/1/22 18:00 

Free participation. Registration required 02-673-1661 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one click away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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In loving memory of
Frederick Franks z"l

Geoffrey Simon Franks z"l
London U.K.

לזכר נשמת
Morris "poppa" 
Hirschman z"l
on his 40th yahrtzeit

יהי זכרו ברוך
Goldsmith, Greenzweig and Englander families

in Yerushalayim that is open during those 
hours. In fact, at 2:00 am, the place is highly 
active. The Rav and Rebbetzin stayed with 
the teens for almost 2 hours, after which I 
drove them back to NCSY Kollel to get some 
rest before Shacharit and another busy day 
at NCSY Kollel. 

This week I was once again reminded of 
their Mesirut Nefesh. On Wednesday, the 
OU Israel Center hosted a shiur given by 
Rav Schachter to hundreds of in person 
and online listeners. That very evening, 
our Zula teens also had a night of inspi-
ration, listening to leading Torah scholars 
including Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi, 
Harav Harel Chetzroni and others.  When 
Rav Schachter’s shiur ended at about 9:30 
pm, I asked the Rav and Rebbetzin if they’d 
like to revisit the Zula teens. After all, it was 
much earlier than our last 2:00 am visit! 
Upon their agreement, I found myself once 
again driving the Rav and Rebbetzin to 
the Zula Outreach Center. That said, I was 
mindful of the fact that the next morning, 
Rav Schachter was scheduled to give a shiur 
at another Yeshiva and hoped we would be 
able to return at a reasonable hour. 

And yet, after speaking to the 200 young 
Zula women and being after a very long 
day, both Rav and Rebbetzin Schachter 
offered endless patience and care to the 
young women. They listened as each girl 

came forward, some crying on the Rebbetz-
in’s shoulders, others asking for Brachot. It 
was both heart wrenching yet also inspir-
ing to see how deeply touched the teens 
were by the attention they received. It was 
truly a beautiful moment. 

This past Sunday was yet another day 
that was filled with Mesirut Nefesh... 

Together with Rav Ezra Friedman, we 
drove the Rav to his first speaking engage-
ment of the day, which was taking place at 
Rav Chaim Drukman’s Yeshiva, Ohr Etzion 
in Mercaz Shapira. I hope never to forget 
the smile on both Rav Schachter and Rav 
Drukman’s faces as they saw each other for 
the first time 31 years. 

During the Shiur, I took Rebbetzin 
Schachter to visit the close by Ben & Jerry’s 
factory, which proudly has an OU Hash-
gacha, in order to better understand the 
elements of the boycott and find out how 
we can be helpful.

From there, we all traveled down south 
to the Chasalat factory to learn about its 
systems and to understand the halachic 
ramifications of growing bug-free leafy veg-
etables, a long in-depth tour of the factory 
filled with endless details and knowledge. 

We then visited the Torah VeHa’aretz 
Institute, as a gathering of 10 Rabbanim 
including Rav Yehuda Amichai and Rav 
Moshe Bloom, hosted Rav Schachter to 
discuss topics surrounding Shmita and the 
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לעילוי נשמותם
In memory of  our beloved parents
Ernest Goldschmidt ז"ל

אלעזר בן שמעון ואידה ז"ל
on his 32nd yahrzeit -  ט"ז שבט

and
Beatrice Rudman Adelstein  ע"ה
ברכה בת שמחה זאב ובסה צייטל ע"ה

on her 38th yahrzeit - י"ח שבט
יהי זכרם ברוך

Rudman, Mescheloff and Manesberg families

Halachik boarders of Israel quoting Piskei 
Halacha I’ve only heard a few times in my 
life.

Finally, the Rav rounded off the night 
with one more Yeshiva University speak-
ing engagement at Har Etzion Yeshiva, after 
which the Rav returned to Yerushalayim at 
11pm. 

If you’re tired reading this, imagine 
how tired the Rav and Rebbetzin were! 
And yet, you wouldn’t know it. They met 
each engagement with renewed energy, 
patience, passion, love and wisdom.

It is a unique privilege to witness what 
true dedication to Torah and Klal Yisrael 
look like. I remain grateful for having the 
opportunity to show them the important 
work OU Israel is doing to inspire Klal 
Yisrael.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat, 

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Paro pursues, the sea splits, the people 
sing. The people traveled and complained 
for water in Mara, for bread and meat in 
the Desert of Sin and for water in Refidim.  
Amalek attacked and was defeated.

1st aliya (13:17-14:8) G-d guides 
the Jews in the direction of the 
Sea. Moshe takes Yosef’s bones.  

A cloud guides them by day, fire by night.  
G-d instructs them to avoid the straight 
route to the Land of Israel for fear that 
return to Egypt will be too easy. Rather 
camp at the sea so that Paro will notice. I 
will harden his heart and he will pursue, in 
order that Egypt will know that I am G-d.  
Paro led his elite chariots in pursuit.

KI TEITZEI Our parsha introduces a new chapter in 
the history of the Jewish people: the chap-
ter of national freedom. A cloud has hung 
over the people from the moment Avraham 
was told “your people will be afflicted in 
a foreign land for 400 years”. 7 complete 
parshas, from the sale of Yosef til now, have 
told the story of that affliction.  

But now with freedom comes the chal-
lenge of living. Being a free people is a 
wonderful concept but a hard reality. It is 
almost easier to live hoping for freedom 
than to actually be free.

Even G-d Himself is concerned that the 
people will balk at the uncertainties of free-
dom; they will wish for the comfort of the 
certainties of slave life. And will want to 
return to Egypt. Hence He diverts them to 
a circuitous route.  

2nd aliya (14:9-14) When Paro’s 
army approaches, the people 
are afraid. They cry to G-d and 

say to Moshe: why did you bring us out of 
Egypt to die in the desert? We would have 
preferred to be slaves in Egypt than die in 
the desert. Moshe tells them not to fear, 
for they are about to see G-d’s 
redemption.

The focus of the Torah changes dramat-
ically. There have been 4 main figures in 
this story: G-d, Moshe, Paro and the Jew-
ish people. But one has been absent from 
most of the story: the Jewish people. We 
have heard precious little about the Jewish 
people in the entire story of the Exodus.  
Moshe, upon G-d’s direction confronted 
Paro. Moshe received the mitzvot before 
the plague of the firstborn. All we hear of 
the Jews is that they did all that G-d com-
manded concerning the Pesach offering.  

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BESHALACH

לעילוי נשמת
Our beloved husband, father, 

grandfather and great grandfather
Rabbi Lipman Z. 

Rabinowitz z”l
הרב חיים ליפמן זאב בן אבא שמואל ולאה ז"ל
On the occasion of  his 13th yahrzeit

ט"ו בשבט
Renee Rabinowitz 

Rabinowitz and Adams Families



OU ISRAEL CENTER         9

Even the dramatic night of the Exodus, 
when Paro ordered them to leave, we hear 
only of their receipt of gold and silver and 
scrambling for provisions, with no time 
for the dough to rise.

What about joy and celebration? And of 
fear; concern, fear of the unknown, fear of 
change, fear of vulnerability, fear of retri-
bution from Paro? What of their emotions, 
their thoughts?

All of that changes here. Now we hear 
of their struggles, their worries, their con-
cerns. Because up until here, the narrative 
has been from G-d’s perspective – in order 
to teach the lesson of G-d’s Hand in the 
world. Now the focus shifts to the Jews. We 
have learned His lessons. Now we have to 
live it. And that brings us to fear, joy, uncer-
tainty, disappointment, and vulnerability 
– all that makes people human. 

3rd aliya (14:15-25) G-d instructs 
Moshe to raise his hand so the sea 
will split. And that He will harden 

the heart of Egypt in order that He be glori-
fied through Paro and his entourage. And 
Egypt will know I am G-d. Moshe did so; the 
people entered the dry land in the sea with 
the waters as walls on both sides. The Egyp-
tians followed; in the morning they became 
trapped in the sea.

The splitting of the sea renews the theme 
of water as a symbol of beginnings. Water 
featured in Creation, in Moshe’s cradle in 
the river and now. Beginning of the world, 
beginning of the Exodus and now, the 
beginning of Jewish national life. Jewish 
national life begins with the Jews stepping 
into the water. It is no longer just His mira-
cles; we participate as partners in His plan. 
Taking that first step into the water.

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
day + 7 bonus days to get ready

for Pesach. Daily challenge email,
video, how tos, & support group.

JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
FEB 14, 2021

Hotline option avaliable 
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4th aliya (14:26-15:26) The water 
returned and drowned all the 
Egyptians. The Jewish people saw 

the Egyptians dead, saw the Hand of G-d, 
feared G-d, believing in Him and Moshe.  
Moshe and the people sang “Az Yashir: I will 
sing to G-d, my strength, my savior, my G-d. 
He is the One of War. Your Hand is powerful, 
Your Hand vanquishes enemies.  Nations 
will fear Him. G-d will reign forever.” Mir-
iam led the women in song.  Moshe led the 
people to the desert to Mara. The people 
complained about the water.  G-d instructed 
Moshe to throw wood and sweeten the 
water.  

In the great song at the sea, we have 
emotion released. The people sing. Divine 
redemption demands a human response.  
In fact, when we quote the exodus from 
Egypt in our tefila, we inevitably mention 
the Shira – people need to sing when blessed 
with redemption.

Here we find joy, appreciation, elation and 
faith. And while the entire people sing with 
Moshe, the song is curiously in the first per-
son singular: I sing, My strength (the English 
doesn’t note singular but in Hebrew “Azi”, 
my, singular, strength.) This is personal, 
individual – mine, not ours.  We all sang the 
song at the sea; yet in the singular.  My G-d 
saved me.

In fact, though I am merely speculating, 
this could be the source for the phrase in the 
Haggada “Each person is required to view 
himself as leaving Egypt”. If we are exact in 
recounting the story in Egypt, we must note 
that each person, individually, personally 
sang the song in the singular: My G-d saved 
me, My G-d fought the battle. And so, if we 
want to tell the story of the Egypt accurately 

Keep your 
money in 
good health.

Invest in medical real 
estate in the USA 
and earn regular, 
offshore income 
with capital growth.

Find out how | CONTACT US

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il

We make it simple.

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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at the seder, we too must feel individually 
our place in that story, just as the individual 
Jew did at that time.

5th aliya (15:27-16:10) They trav-
eled to the desert of Sin. They 
complained: oh that we would 

have remained in Egypt with the abundance 
of bread and meat. The manna was provided 
in the morning: gather enough for a day, on 
Friday for 2 days. G-d appeared in a cloud. 

The series of complaints begins the sticky 
business of being a people. However lofty 
freedom be, human concerns are often 
more immediate. They complain for water, 
bread, meat and water again. Moshe is 
exasperated.

Moshe’s frustration is highlighted - in 
order to emphasize who the real Leader is 
here. The entire Exodus story is the story 
of Divine intervention. He freed us; Moshe 
merely raised his staff. He split the sea; 
Moshe merely raised his staff. And He cares 
for us; Moshe merely hit the rock with his 
staff. It is not the story of Moshe, the charis-
matic leader, taking his people to freedom.  
It is the story of G-d, using His trusty servant 
to take His people to freedom. And to care 
for them.

6th aliya (16:11-36) Meat will come 
in the evening. Each person shall 
gather manna daily for their 

needs. Some people saved for the next day; 
it spoiled. And some went to gather on Shab-
bat. G-d questioned: how long will you resist 
doing My commands? G-d has given you 
Shabbat, hence gives you double on Friday. 
Aharon, take a portion of manna to preserve 
forever. The Jewish people ate the manna 
for 40 years.   

Shabbat precedes the giving of the Torah.  
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and culturally, without prejudice.

Secondly, as we saw in Parshat Va’era, 
each of our Forefathers was able to tolerate 
great frustration without losing their faith 
in the Almighty.

Thirdly, again in Parshat Va’era, each of 
them was grateful to the Almighty for the 
everyday blessings that most of us take for 
granted.

Fourthly, this time in last week’s Parshat 
Bo, they each demonstrated Kreatur-
gefühl, a deep awareness of having been 
created by the Almighty.

In this week’s Torah portion, two early 
twentieth century spiritual guides brought 
two additional characteristics of the 
“redeemed” individual to our attention.

Rabbi Grodzinski taught that the 
“redeemed” individual does not ignore the 
prevalence of evil in the world but disdains 
it and confronts it wisely and successfully.

And Rabbi Ziv, the Alter, gifted us with 
the insight that our relationship with 
the Almighty can be reciprocal. Yes, He 
is our Savior. But we can reciprocate His 
salvation by bringing honor to His name 
by acting ethically and honestly, even in 
the face of temptation.

As we draw ever closer to the Passover 
holiday, Chag HaPesach, we now have 
learned of no less than six paths to 
redemption, six paths to “seeing ourselves 
as if we personally were redeemed from 
Egypt.”

Which of the six will you choose as your 
path? Or will you try your hand at all six? 
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The Mitzvah of Shabbat is the 4th of the Ten 
Commandments. Yet, here already, before 
Mt. Sinai, is the notion of Shabbat. Prepare 
what you need on Friday. Gather double on 
Friday.  Do not gather on Shabbat. Because 
none will fall.

There is an irony in giving manna and 
Shabbat at the same time. 6 days you shall 
work. The seventh is a day of rest. But, 
they are being given their food falling from 
heaven. What work are they doing for six 
days?  

Here, in a non-work environment, there 
is Shabbat. It is meant not only as a day 
off from the hard work of the week. It is a 
holy day, a rendezvous with the Shechina.  
The lack of work is a means to the end of 
spiritual focus. An intimate day with the 
Shechina is meaningful – whether after 6 
days of work or not.

7th aliya (17:1-16) There was no 
water in Refidim. The people com-
plained, as did Moshe.  Moshe was 

instructed to hit the rock; water was pro-
duced. Amalek attacked in Refidim.  
Yehoshua defeated Amalek. A remem-
brance of this war need be recorded.

The juxtaposition of the war of Amalek 
with all that came before is instructive.  The 
Divine provided us with: redemption from 
slavery, intervention at the sea, water, food, 
meat, water again. It would seem that Ama-
lek is attacking that reality. A people with 
a G-d that protects and provides – that is a 
people I attack.

The enemies of the Jewish people view 
us as the people of G-d. A people protected 
by His Hand. That provokes jealousy, 
resentment and denial. Of that we need no 
commentary. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Song of the Sea
Teaching young children has always 

been a joy for me. One of teaching’s spe-
cial advantages is the clarity that emerges 
from conversation with people under the 
age of ten.

A cute and oft-told story describes the 
reaction of one fourth grader to the lesson 
in which he first learned the difference 
between poetry and prose.

He remarked, “Wow! I have been writing 
prose all of my life and didn’t even know it!”

I guess it was in the fourth grade when I 
first learned the distinction between prose 
and poetry, and when I became aware not 
only that I was writing prose, but that much 
of what I was studying in Jewish day school 
was prose, not poetry.

We were taught that prose is ordi-
nary writing, a language which portrays 

everyday events. Poetry, on the other hand, 
is the language of the extraordinary. Poems 
are for special events and rare emotions.

Poetry is a song, and we only sing when 
special feelings well up within us.

In this week’s parsha, Beshalach, we 
finally encounter poetry. From the begin-
ning of the book of Genesis until this week’s 
portion, we have been reading prose.

Surely, much of what we have been read-
ing has not been ordinary, and we have 
even read about some miracles. But the lan-
guage, with the possible exception of Jacob’s 
blessings to his children, has been prose.

It is only in this week’s narrative of the 
crossing of the Red Sea that the poetic 
bursts forth.

One of the lesser differences between 
poetry and prose is that the words of the 
former are surrounded on the page by 
much blank space. Prose, on the other 
hand, consists of written or printed words 
with a minimum of space between them.

You will notice that in the Torah scroll 
too the prose of all of Genesis and of Exodus 
until this week’s portion consists of words 
written by the scribe with only minimal 
space between them. Look at the Torah 
scroll for this week’s portion, and you will 
see long columns of white space parallel to 
the holy written words.

These white spaces are found wherever 
the language of the Torah or of the Prophets 
makes use of poetry and song. It has been 

In loving memory of  and לעילוי נשמת
Our Mother, Grandmother,

and Great Grandmother
HELEN MARCUS a”h

חנה סירל בת שמואל ושרה ע"ה
On her first Yahrzeit – ט"ז שבט

Very much missed by family and friends
Roberta and Shelly Lang & family
Charlie and Julie Marcus & family

Debbie and Irv Chiott & family
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said that these blank spaces are symbolic 
to feelings so deep and inexpressible that 
they cannot be reduced to words of black 
ink and are, instead, wordlessly conveyed 
in the white empty spaces.

It is with the crossing of the Red Sea that 
the powerful feelings of the redemption 
experience emerge from the hearts of the 
former slaves. Words of poetry come to the 
surface. Song and music demand expres-
sion. These feelings have no precedent 
in all that has come before in the biblical 
narrative.

Today, many of us live lives of prose. Day 
fades into the night, and even years seem 
to march along uneventfully with only rare 
episodes of drama. Few of us sing, and even 
fewer would feel capable of poetry.

That is what is so amazing about the Song 
of the Sea in this week’s Torah portion. 
Everyone sang. All of Israel joined in the 
expression of poetic exultation. Our sages 
tell us that even the “lowly maid servant on 
the sea saw more than the prophet Ezekiel” 
and sang!

Moses led all the men in the song, and 
Miriam, all the women.

Perhaps it was the contrast between 
centuries of oppressive slavery and the 
sudden experience of utter freedom that 
evoked song in everyone. Perhaps it was 
the release from the deadly fear of the 
approaching Egyptian army that gave vent 
to unanimous poetry. Or it might have been 
the sight of the hated and dreaded enemy 
drowning under the waves that inspired 

all present to sing out triumphantly. Most 
likely, it was all of the above.

As readers of the weekly Torah portion, 
each of us struggles to relate what we study 
to our daily lives. It is, therefore, important 
that we use this week’s narrative to nurture 
our own poetic urge.

The Talmud compares the miracle of the 
Red Sea to quite ordinary processes, such 
as finding a spouse and earning a liveli-
hood. The Talmud does this to inspire us 
to see the miraculous even in everyday 
events. Our sages realize the importance 
of poetry and soul and wish to motivate us 
to respond with poetry and song even to 
mundane events. They want us to see the 
extraordinary in the ordinary.

Of all the many Torah portions that we 
have read this year, beginning with Genesis 
and continuing until Beshalach, no biblical 
text is fully incorporated into our daily lit-
urgy. Finally, from this week’s portion, the 
Song of the Sea was made part of the daily 
Jewish liturgy, recited every single day of 
the year, weekday or Sabbath, ordinary day 
or holiday.

The message is clear: Poetry and song are 
vital for you. They are evoked by the expe-
rience of something very special. Every 
living moment is very special. 
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The Face of Evil
After 9/11, when the horror and trauma 

had subsided, Americans found themselves 
asking what had happened and why. Was 
it a disaster? A tragedy? A crime? An act of 
war? It did not seem to fit the pre-existing 
paradigms. And why had it happened? The 
question most often asked about Al Qaeda 
was, “Why do they hate us?”

In the wake of those events an Amer-
ican thinker Lee Harris wrote two 
books, Civilization and its Enemies and The 
Suicide of Reason1 that were among the most 
thought-provoking responses of the decade. 
The reason for the questions and the fail-
ure to find answers, said Harris, was that 
we in the West had forgotten the concept of 

1  Lee Harris, Civilization and Its Enemies: 
The next Stage of History. New York: Free 
Press, 2004. The Suicide of Reason, New 
York: Basic Books, 2008.

an enemy. Liberal democratic politics and 
market economics create a certain kind 
of society, a specific way of thinking and a 
characteristic type of personality. At their 
heart is the concept of the rational actor, 
the person who judges acts by their conse-
quences and chooses the maximal option. 
Such a person believes that for every prob-
lem there is a solution, for every conflict 
a resolution. The way to achieve it is to sit 
down, negotiate, and do on balance what is 
best for all.

In such a world there are no enemies, 
merely conflicts of interest. An enemy, says 
Harris, is simply “a friend we haven’t done 
enough for yet.” In the real world, how-
ever, not everyone is a liberal democrat. An 
enemy is “someone who is willing to die in 
order to kill you. And while it is true that 
the enemy always hates us for a reason, it 
is his reason, not ours.” He sees a different 
world from ours, and in that world we are 
the enemy. Why do they hate us? Answers 
Harris: “They hate us because we are their 
enemy.”2

2  Ibid., xii–xiii.
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Whatever the rights and wrongs of Harris’s 
specifics, the general point is true and pro-
found. We can become mind-blind, thinking 
that the way we – our society, our culture, 
our civilisation – see things is the only way, 
or at least that it is the way everyone would 
choose if given the chance. Only a complete 
failure to understand the history of ideas 
can explain this error, and it is a dangerous 
one. When Montezuma, ruler of the Aztecs, 
met Cortes, leader of the Spanish expedition 
in 1520, he assumed that he was meeting a 
civilised man from a civilised nation. That 
mistake cost him his life and within a year 
there was no Aztec civilisation anymore. Not 
everyone sees the world the way we do, and, 
as Richard Weaver once said: “The trouble 
with humanity is that it forgets to read the 
minutes of the last meeting.”3

This explains the significance of the 
unusual command at the end of this week’s 
parsha. The Israelites had escaped the seem-
ingly inexorable danger of the chariots of 
the Egyptian army, the military high-tech 
of its day. Miraculously the sea divided, the 
Israelites crossed, the Egyptians, their char-
iot wheels caught in the mud, were unable 
either to advance or retreat and were caught 
by the returning tide.

The Israelites sang a song and finally 
seemed to be free, when something untow-
ard and unexpected happened. They were 
attacked by a new enemy, the Amalekites, 
a nomadic group living in the desert. Moses 
instructed Joshua to lead the people in battle. 
They fought and won. But the Torah makes 

3  Weaver, Ideas Have Consequences (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1948), p. 
176.
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they met you on your journey and attacked 
all who were lagging behind; they had no 
fear of God … You shall blot out the name 
of Amalek from under heaven. Do not for-
get! (Deut. 25:17-19)

We are commanded not to hate Egypt, but 
never to forget Amalek. Why the difference? 
The simplest answer is to recall the rabbis’ 
statement in The Ethics of the Fathers: “If 
love depends on a specific cause, when the 
cause ends, so does the love. If love does not 
depend on a specific cause, then it never 
ends.”4 The same applies to hate. When hate 
depends on a specific cause, it ends once the 
cause disappears. Causeless, baseless hate 
lasts forever.

The Egyptians oppressed the Israelites 
because, in Pharaoh’s words, “The Israel-
ites are becoming too numerous and strong 
for us” (Ex. 1:9). Their hate, in other words, 
came from fear. It was not irrational. The 
Egyptians had been attacked and conquered 
before by a foreign group known as the Hyk-
sos, and the memory of that period was still 
acute and painful. The Amalekites, however, 
were not being threatened by the Israelites. 
They attacked a people who were “weary 
and worn out,” specifically those who 
were “lagging behind.” In short: The Egyp-
tians feared the Israelites because they were 
strong. The Amalekites attacked the Israelites 
because they were weak.

In today’s terminology, the Egyptians were 
rational actors, the Amalekites were not. 
With rational actors there can be negotiated 
peace. People engaged in conflict eventually 
realise that they are not only destroying their 
enemies: they are destroying themselves. 

4  Mishnah Avot 5:16.

it clear that this was no ordinary battle:
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write this 

on a scroll as something to be remembered 
and make sure that Joshua hears it, because 
I will completely blot out the name of Ama-
lek from under heaven.’ Moses built an altar 
and called it The Lord is my Banner.  He 
said, ‘The hand is on the Lord’s throne. The 
Lord will be at war with Amalek for all gen-
erations.’ (Ex. 17:14-16)

This is a very strange statement, and it 
stands in marked contrast to the way the 
Torah speaks about the Egyptians. The Ama-
lekites attacked Israel during the lifetime of 
Moses just once. The Egyptians oppressed the 
Israelites over an extended period, oppress-
ing and enslaving them and starting a slow 
genocide by killing every male Israelite child. 
The whole thrust of the narrative would sug-
gest that if any nation would become the 
symbol of evil, it would be Egypt.

But the opposite turns out to be true. In 
Deuteronomy the Torah states, “Do not abhor 
an Egyptian, because you were a stranger 
in his land” (Deut. 23:8). Shortly thereafter, 
Moses repeats the command about the Ama-
lekites, adding a significant detail:

Remember what the Amalekites did to 
you along the way when you came out of 
Egypt. When you were weary and worn out, 
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That is what Pharaoh’s advisers said to him 
after seven plagues: “Do you not yet real-
ise that Egypt is ruined?” (Ex. 10:7). There 
comes a point at which rational actors 
understand that the pursuit of self-interest 
has become self-destructive, and they learn 
to co-operate.

It is not so, however, with non-rational 
actors. Emil Fackenheim, one of the great 
post-Holocaust theologians, noted that 
towards the end of the Second World War 
the Germans diverted trains carrying sup-
plies to their own army, in order to transport 
Jews to the extermination camps. So driven 
were they by hate that they were prepared 
to put their own victory at risk in order to 
carry out the systematic murder of the Jews 
of Europe. This was, he said, evil for evil’s 
sake.5 

The Amalekites function in Jewish mem-
ory as “the enemy” in Lee Harris’ sense. 
Jewish law, however, specifies two com-
pletely different forms of action in relation 
to the Amalekites. First is the physical com-
mand to wage war against them. That is 
what Samuel told Saul to do, a command he 
failed fully to fulfil. Does this command still 
apply today?

The unequivocal answer given by Rabbi 
Nachum Rabinovitch is ‘No’.6 Maimonides 
ruled that the command to destroy the 
Amalekites only applied if they refused to 

5  Emil L. Fackenheim and Michael L. 
Morgan. The Jewish Thought of Emil Fack-
enheim: A Reader, Detroit: Wayne State 
University Press, 1987, p. 126.
6  Rabbi N L Rabinovitch, Shu”t Melumdei 
Milĥama (Maale Adumim: Maaliyot, 1993), 
pp. 22-25.
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make peace and accept the seven Noahide 
laws. He further stated that the command 
was no longer applicable since Sennacherib, 
the Assyrian, had transported and resettled 
the nations he conquered so that it was no 
longer possible to identify the ethnicity of 
any of the original nations against whom 
the Israelites were commanded to fight. He 
also said, in The Guide for the Perplexed, that 
the command only applied to people of spe-
cific biological descent. It is not to be applied 
in general to enemies or haters of the Jew-
ish people. So the command to wage war 
against the Amalekites no longer applies.

However, there is a quite different com-
mand, to “remember” and “not forget” 
Amalek, which we fulfil annually by the 
reading the passage about the Amalekites 
command as it appears in Deuteronomy on 
the Shabbat before Purim, Shabbat Zachor 
(the connection with Purim is that Haman 
the “Agagite” is assumed to be a descen-
dant of Agag, king of the Amalekites). Here 
Amalek has become a symbol rather than 
a reality.

By dividing the response in this way, Juda-
ism marks a clear distinction between an 
ancient enemy who no longer exists, and 
the evil that enemy embodied, which can 
break out again at any time in any place. It 

is easy at times of peace to forget the evil that 
lies just beneath the surface of the human 
heart. Never was this truer than in the past 
three centuries. The birth of Enlightenment, 
toleration, emancipation, liberalism and 
human rights persuaded many, Jews among 
them, that collective evil was as extinct as 
the Amalekites. Evil was then, not now. That 
age eventually begat nationalism, fascism, 
communism, two World Wars, some of the 
brutal tyrannies ever known, and the worst 
crime of man against man.

Today, the great danger is terror. Here the 
words of Princeton political philosopher 
Michael Walzer are particularly apt:

Wherever we see terrorism, we should 
look for tyranny and oppression … The 
terrorists aim to rule, and murder is their 
method. They have their own internal 
police, death squads, disappearances. They 
begin by killing or intimidating those com-
rades who stand in their way, and they 
proceed to do the same, if they can, among 
the people they claim to represent. If terror-
ists are successful, they rule tyrannically, 
and their people bear, without consent, the 
costs of the terrorists’ rule.7 

Evil never dies and - like liberty - it 
demands constant vigilance. We are com-
manded to remember, not for the sake of the 
past but for the sake of the future, and not 

7  Michael Walzer, Arguing About War, 
Yale University Press, 2004, 64-65.
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

for revenge but the opposite: a world free of 
revenge and other forms of violence.

Lee Harris began Civilization and its 
Enemies with the words, “The subject of 
this book is forgetfulness,”8 and ends with 
a question: “Can the West overcome the 
forgetfulness that is the nemesis of every 
successful civilisation?”9 That is why are 
commanded to remember and never for-
get Amalek, not because the historic people 
still exists, but because a society of rational 
actors can sometimes believe that the world 
is full of rational actors with whom one can 
negotiate peace. It is not always so.

Rarely was a biblical message so relevant 
to the future of the West and of freedom 
itself. Peace is possible, implies Moses, even 
with an Egypt that enslaved and tried to 
destroy us. But peace is not possible with 
those who attack people they see as weak 
and who deny their own people the freedom 
for which they claim to be fighting. Freedom 
depends on our ability to remember and, 
whenever necessary, confront “the eternal 
gang of ruthless men,”10 the face of Amalek 
throughout history. Sometimes there may 
be no alternative but to fight evil and defeat 
it. This may be the only path to peace. 

8  Harris, Civilization, p. xi.
9  Ibid., p. 218.
10  Ibid., p. 216.
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We have, in the past, reviewed 
the many similarities that con-
nect our haftarah, the story of 

Israel’s victory and Devorah’s song of praise, 
with the parasha and its story of Israel’s vic-
tory and Moshe’s song of praise. In analyzing 
the miracle at Yam Suf, Rav David Fohr-
man wonders why, after ALL of Israel echo 
Moshe’s song of praise, Miriam must lead 
the women in a separate song (or, perhaps, 
more correctly, “refrain”). We find nowhere 
in the Tanach that a song shared by all is then 
repeated by only women. What was the need 
for Miriam to sing the praises again?

In a brilliant essay, Rav Fohrman, reviews 
the actions of Miriam, based upon the 
approach of Chazal, to reveal his answer. 
Miriam was a believer. It was she who con-
vinced her parents to remarry after they 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

separated, arguing that she had a vision pre-
dicting that her mother would give birth to 
the future savior of Israel. After the birth of 
Moshe, her father questioned the veracity 
of her vision when the young child had to 
be hidden among the reeds (“suf”) on the 
Nile. “What happened to your vision?” her 
doubting father asked. So, while parents 
remained at home Miriam, still believing in 
her vision, stood by the reeds to see how her 
vision would come to fruition. She watches 
as the daughter of the pharaoh, a real threat 
to Moshe’s life, approaches and surprisingly, 
fetches the baby from the Nile. Then, rather 
than walk away, Miriam provides a Hebrew 
nursemaid for the baby.

Years later, she stands at Yam Suf together 
with the entire nation, and sees the water 
that threatens B’nai Yisrael, and watches the 
Egyptians as they approach to destroy the 
Israelites, realizing then that they now stood 
before the Sea of Reeds (“Suf”).

In summation, Moshe is saved because 
Miriam had faith that a divine miracle 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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would be performed and did everything to 
make sure that it would.  It is, therefore, no 
wonder that she who never lost faith, would 
sing out Hashem’s praises upon witnessing 
the vision that she alone cherished finally 
come true.

The haftarah echoes a similar theme. Rav 
Amnon Bazak underscores the contrast 
between the stories and points out that the 
episode described in the Torah – and the 
victory song as well - focus on Hashem’s 
power and His victory over the Egyptians. 
B’nai Yisrael were mostly passive (“Hashem 
yilachem lachem” – Hashem will fight for 
you while you need merely to remain silent). 

Not so our haftarah. There we learn of 
D’vora’s gathering an army to fight the 
enemy, of how the volunteers joined to fight 
and fought the battle. D’vora’s song of vic-
tory naturally praises and thanks G-d but it 
makes the point of praising “HaMitnadvim 
ba’am”, those who volunteered and fought.  
Here, both the story and the song of victory 
– centers upon the efforts of the people who 
organize an army to face – and defeat – their 
enemy. 

The two stories reflect the two different 
people: those who feared and doubted Hash-
em’s promises and those who had faith in 
Hashem to go to war and defeat the enemy.

An independent nation with faith in G-d 
looks to Him for strength courage to defeat 
the enemy; a weak nation of slaves who lack 
the vision can only pray that Hashem fight 
for them. 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Believe In 
Oneself! 

ויאמינו בה' ובמשה עבדו

“They believed in God and in Moshe His ser-
vant.” (Shemos 14:31).  

After witnessing Kriyas Yam Suf, and 
all the miracles that transpired, the 
Torah informs us that Bnei Yisrael finally 
expressed their Emunah (belief) in Hashem 
and in Moshe Rabbeinu. 

Rabbi Tzadok (Tzidkas HatZadik 154) 
– explains that the reference to belief in 
Moshe is actually more encompassing and 
extends to belief by each and every indi-
vidual in oneself! As the gemara in Bava 
Basra (121B) states, when Bnei Yisrael were 
distanced from Hashem, there was no com-
munication between Hashem and Moshe.  
Moshe and Am Yisrael are considered one 
and the same.  

Therefore, Rabbi Tzadok interprets this 
pasuk as follows: Just like man believes in 
God so too does one have to believe in oneself. 

We are not viewed by God as day laborers 
that can be dismissed on a daily basis if our 
work is not necessary.  So long as each morn-
ing one’s neshama is returned, it is because 
that individual has a purpose – a mission to 
accomplish that day. The ultimate tragedy is 
not when we don’t recognize our faults, but 
rather when we don’t recognize our strengths: 
the potential of what we can accomplish. 
We begin each morning with the prayer of 
 where we thank Hashem -(Mode Ani) מודה אני
for returning our neshama to us.  At the end of 
that phrase we state: בחמלה רבה אמונתך – “with 
great compassion, your faith.” One would 
have surmised that the last word would be 
 my faith- ending our statement with – אמונתי
our belief in God.  Yet, we use the term ־אמו

 your faith. Essentially, we are referring – נתך
to God’s faith in us!  We thank Hashem for 
returning our soul and for his faith in us – 
that we are worthy of living another day. 
That we have a mission to accomplish and 
are essential to the world.  

One must possess this self confidence in 
order to be able to accomplish one’s mis-
sion.  Yet, one needs to be careful not to let 
such confidence lead to arrogance.   There is 
a well-known mahlokes between the world-
views of the great musar yeshivos Novardok 
and Slabodka. Novardok believed that man, 
adam, derives his name from adama, earth. 
This point constantly reminds us that we 
were created from the dirt of the earth. 
Slabodka believed that adam is related to 
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adame – “I will resemble” Hashem. This 
interpretation reminds man that he was 
created in Hashem’s image. Are we to think 
highly of ourselves as God’s creation, or 
lowly of ourselves, like the dirt from which 
we were formed? Perhaps the resolution of 
this argument is to combine both of these 
understandings into a balanced approach. 

Often, we believe that self-worth and 
self-confidence are antitheses of humility. 
However, being a humble person doesn’t 
mean we think we are nothing and can’t 
accomplish anything in life. That is not 
humility, because if it was, Moshe would not 
have accomplished anything in his life, and 
Moshe was anav mikol adam, the humblest 
of all men. Being humble does not have to 
translate into being a quiet person who 
minds his own business. Quite the opposite. 
Being humble means acting on behalf of oth-
ers, without the need of recognition. Moshe’s 
actions were pure. He did not seek popularity 
in a social network or credit for his achieve-
ments. He acted out of a sense of justice – for 
the sake of the people without any ulterior 
motive or desire for personal benefit. 

May we be able to find the proper bal-
ance between self-confidence and humility 
so that we can maximize our potential and 
fulfil our mission! 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces  
(17 m2) + 2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking 
view,  2 car parks,  private entrance - rented 
9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
In the heart of Baka - renovated building, 
new 4 rooms, 5th floor + Shabbat elevator,  
2 balconies, sukkah 

3600000 NIS – MICHAEL 052-3202488 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, 
quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral 
street, huge garden (138m2), possibility to 
add 45 m2, renovated, close to the Train 
Station

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - Baka, Mordechai Hayehudi st. - 
rare & charming, 4 room, 75m, ground floor 
with 54m garden, private entrance, high 
ceilings, good condition. 3.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara, Chulada Hanevia st. -
5.5 rooms, 130m on 3 levels with a 50m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, 4.3m shekel
For Rent- 25m studio by the Great 
Synagogue, breathtaking views from this 4 
floor walk up with a 70m terrace. Immediate.  
2900NIS/ month
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Incredible 
Investment

“Keriyat Yam Suf and Shirat Hayam”- 
clearly one of the greatest moments in the 
history of the Jewish people. At this junc-
ture, Am Yisrael say, “Zeh Keli veanvehu”, 
this is my G-d, and I will glorify Him. (She-
mot 15:2).  What can we learn from this 
proclamation, how is it relevant to us?

“Zeh” always indicates pointing at some-
thing that one perceives right before his 
eyes.  Indeed, chazal teach that when the 
waters of the Yam Suf split, even a maid-
servant was able to see visions greater 
than those beheld by Yechezkel Hanavi 
(Mechilta). Rav Shmuelevitz asks a com-
pelling question. If indeed a maidservant 
saw such exalted visions, why is she still 
referred to as a shifchah, a maidservant? 
Would it not be more appropriate to call her 
a maidservant who became a prophetess?  
He responds that since she did not develop 
herself to reach this level, it remained a 
burst of inspiration, a short-term vision, 
unlike the holy prophets who spent years 
of refinement and spiritual growth to attain 
such sublime levels. When it comes to spir-
itual endeavors there is no easy way out. 

For one to really grow, it is not enough to 
move from one moment of inspiration to 
the next. One must do the hard work, even 
when it is not necessarily inspiring and 
continue to grow, invest and connect.

Indeed, the very phrase zeh Keli vean-
vehu gives us the formula to succeed in our 
pursuit of holiness and spirituality. Rashi 
explains the word “veanvehu” as a directive 
to beautify the mitzvot. Examples include 
having a beautiful sukkah, lulav, shofar, 
nice ink to write tfilin and sifrei Torah, 
among others. Rav Kalheim in Aderet Emu-
nah explains that hidur mitzvah, beautifying 
a mitzvah, is not an extra component to the 
mitzvah, rather it is an integral part of the 
mitzvah.  Beautifying a mitzvah is an outer 
expression of one’s inner desire to connect 
with Hashem. Investing time and energy to 
do a mitzvah in the most beautiful and spe-
cial way reflects the degree to which one 
values the mitzvah.  Rav Kook z”l finds a 
splendid example of this in the story of the 
Akeidah.  Avraham Avinu cuts the wood for 
the anticipated sacrifice before he begins 
his journey. But why should he travel with 
this extra burden when he could easily have 
found wood at his destination?  Avraham 
Avinu wanted to ensure that it was the best 
and finest wood for his sacrifice; preparing 
the wood was an expression of his love. It is 
not a coincidence then, chazal teach, that in 
the merit of “vayivaka atzei olah”, and he 
split the wood for the offering (Bereisheet 

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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22:3), that “vayibak’u hamayim” and the 
waters split (Shemot 14:21). Avraham’s 
love and desire to fulfill Hashem’s com-
mand inspired the shira, a culmination of 
the awareness “zeh keli veanvehu”, how to 
enhance a mitzvah so that it reflects the 
inner love and passion.

Rav Wolbe z”l elaborates. Beautify-
ing a mitzvah is not relegated to mitzvot 
bein adam lamakom.  We must beautify 
our mitzvot bein adam lachavero, in our 
interpersonal relationships as well. When 
writing a letter or an email to a friend, per-
haps add a line that shows you care, that 
you take interest in their lives.  When giving 
a gift, ensure that it is packaged beautifully 
and tastefully, don’t simply look at the dis-
counted price.

Similarly Rav Moshe Feinstein z”l notes 
that just as one spends a lot of money 
and effort to decorate their house in an 
appealing and elegant manner, one should 
likewise invest in the mitzvot he does.  
Mitzvot are our lives, and our priorities 
need to reflect that reality.

When one pays greater attention to 
ensure that he/she does mitzvot with the 
dignity and beauty they deserve, not only 
does he  invest in the mitzvah, but he is also  
investing in the relationship itself. 
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ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA: townhouse, 5 bedrooms, elevator, 2 succa 
balconies, private parking, renovated, storage, huge 
living room and master bedroom, light and green
MALCHA: 4.5 room  garden apartment, private en-
trance, fully renovation, 3 bathrooms, 100m garden, 
storage, parking, amazing view, light, quiet, only 
3,590,000 NIS
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,190,000nis
BAKA: amazing deal, 3 bedrooms, ground floor, 85m, 2 
balconies, center location, the best price on the market 
only 1,950,000nis
HANOCH ALBAK ST: amazing garden apartment, 3 
bedrooms, easy access, no steps, ensuite, parking, 
storage, renovated, amazing living space with a huge 
garden, attractive
ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

From Hashem
Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, zt’l, the famed 

Mashgiach of Yeshivas Mir, was a paradigm 
of mussar, avodas Hashem, emunah and 
bitachon. A man of great spiritual inten-
sity and religious fervor, “Reb Chatzkel” 
was also known to have a serious dispo-
sition and stern demeanor. One morning, 
the talmidim noticed that Reb Chatzkel 
seemed uncharacteristically jovial and his 
face shone with a big smile. One student 
timidly inquired, “How is the Rav feeling 
today?” 

The Mashgiach nodded kindly in 
response and turned to the students. “Lis-
ten carefully,” he sighed, “let me tell you a 
story. Before the War, in Lithuania — and 
later, too, when we were refugees in Shang-
hai, China — we were all so poor. My small 
salary from the Yeshivah was often late in 
coming. My wife and I would daven every 
day for our sustenance, and we truly relied 
on the Ribbono Shel Olam for every piece 
of bread on our table.

“Since coming to Eretz Yisrael and join-
ing the Ponovezh Yeshivah, things have 
changed. I have been working for Rav 
Kahaneman, who travels the world fund-
raising, and he always pays our salaries on 
time and in full. I confess, I didn’t realize 
it, but my davenning has changed a little 
over the years.

“Just this morning, we received word 
that the Yeshivah has hit some hard times 
and that our salaries will be delayed.” The 
Mashgiach then beamed and lifted his 
hands as if dancing for joy, “For the first 
time in a long while, today’s davening 
reflected the level of  bitachon that I had 
previously felt! What simcha it is to rely 
only on Hashem and know that everything 
is in His Hands!”

 
Immediately following the awesome mir-

acles and salvation revealed at the Yam Suf, 
Am Yisrael travelled to Marah and began 
their desert sojourn. Faced with the reali-
ties of desert life and having no means of 
survival, they turned to Hashem and asked 
desperately for water and food. However, 
they did not just request sustenance, for 
the Torah records a litany of embarrassing 
complaints: 

“If only we had died by the hand of 
Hashem in the land of Egypt when we sat 
by pots of meat, when we ate bread to our 
fill! For You have brought us out into this 
desert to starve this entire congregation to 
death…” (Shemot, 16:3). 

The intense chutzpah of this proclamation 
is jarring, and even more so considering 
that they had just witnessed God’s yad 
chazakah, ‘strong arm’, and miraculous 
salvations.

“We remember the fish we ate for free 
in Mitzrayim,” they kvetched, “and the 
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cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and gar-
lic…” (Bamidbar, 11:5). However good the 
Egyptian salad bar might have been, we all 
sense that their yearning to return to cap-
tivity was a bit much. 

The students of the Baal Shem Tov 
understand this irrational, backwards pull 
toward the ‘comforts’ of exile as the flip-
side of our deeper desire to be redeemed: 
an unrealized yearning to rely solely on 
Hashem. 

In response to their cries, in the very next 
pasuk, Hashem assures Moshe: “Behold! I 
am going to rain down for you bread from 
Heaven, and the people shall go out and 
gather what is needed for the day, so that 
I can test them תוָֹרִתי ִאם־לֹא  whether — ֲהֵיֵלְך בְּ
or not they will follow My teaching” (16:4). 

In facing the unknown each morning 
there is a renewed challenge, and in this, 
an opportunity. We are called to check our 
spiritual vitals, to take our bitachon pulse.

The daily portion of mahn that fell was 
tailor-made for that day’s needs. They 
were not given a pension plan or long-term 
investment account to save for a rainy day. 
Whether they gathered a lot or a little, the 
portion they received was actually enough. 
This new and unknown Divine system was 
a challenge for the Jews who, for genera-
tions, had known a different reality — they 
had worked hard and were fed. Therefore, 
in beholding their bread from Heaven, they 
asked, Mahn hu? “What is this?”

As a people, when we embarked on a 
new life of independence and freedom, 
we temporarily fell into misplaced and 
unhealthy nostalgia for the ‘good old days’ 
of slavery. It was as if we had forgotten not 
only the miracles, but also the preceding 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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two hundred years of abusive slave labor 
and mass murder. This is how deeply 
human beings desire certainty, predictabil-
ity and security. A slave is defined by a lack 
of choice, and there is an ironic sense of sta-
bility in being choicelessly controlled and 
corralled like lambs. In being liberated, 
however, this predictability is necessarily 
sacrificed.

Even as we enjoyed the blessings and 
sustenance that Hashem rained down on 
us, we struggled with the lack of linear cau-
sality and structure, and complained. This 
showed that we were not yet completely 
free. Real freedom blossoms in self-reli-
ance, built upon the foundations of faith 
and trust in Hashem. The mahn falling in 
the desert helped us cultivate this faith and 
indepence. 

In response to a challenge by his holy 
talmidim as to why the mahn fell daily, and 
not once a year to take care of our needs in 
one shot, Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai shared 
a mashal:
ָנה. ָעַמד  שָּׁ ַעם ַאַחת בַּ א פַּ ֵני ָאִביו ֶאלָּ יל פְּ ְולֹא ָהָיה ַמְקבִּ

ֵני ָאִביו ּכל יוֹם. יל פְּ כל יוֹם, ְוָהָיה ַמְקבִּ ּוָפַסק ְמזוֹנוָֹתיו בְּ

A prince would go and makbil pnei aviv, 
greet his father, the king, only once a year. 
Upon realizing that his son only came 

when it was time for him to receive his 
sustenance, the king began to distribute his 
allowance every day. 
ן ֵמִתים  א לֹא ֵיֵרד ָמן ְלָמָחר, ְוִנְמְצאּו ּכּולָּ מָּ ָרֵאל…שֶׁ ַאף ִישְׂ

ַמִים. שָּׁ בַּ ם ַלֲאִביֶהן שֶׁ וִנים ֶאת ִלבָּ ן ְמַכוְּ ָרָעב, ִנְמְצאּו ּכּולָּ בָּ

So too, it was with the Jewish People… 
They would be worried and say, ‘Perhaps 
the mahn will not fall tomorrow and we 
will all die of starvation.’ Consequently, 
everyone directed their hearts to their 
Father in Heaven every day (Yoma, 76a).

The Gemara concludes that the mahn that 
fell each day was sufficient only for that 
day, so that all would continuously daven 
for sustenance and remain connected and 
aware of Hashem.

This week many people will perform a 
segulah for parnassah by reciting the por-
tion of Parshas haMahn from our sedrah. 
Some have the custom of adding Parshas 
haMahn after davening each morning 
throughout the year. Whether we do this 
or not, may we “follow Hashem’s teach-
ing”: and be in a constant state of makbil 
pnei Avinu, seeing and being seen by the 
Ribbono Shel Olam, sustained by Divine 
blessing and bounty in every facet of our 
lives, in the great joy of bitachon. 

…And may Hashem ‘make it rain’ for us 
every day!  

William A. Gerber 
02-6480195 053-654-9598

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Need help in preparing, 
completing, or correctly signing 
and executing your important 
legal or business documents for 
use in New York State or other 
American jurisdictions?
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GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806

David Bedein presents  
at the OU Israel Center

Tuesday, January 18, 19:30pm

* In person with mandatory health 
restrictions or by zoom

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85026045969  
Meeting ID: 850 2604 5969

• Movie screening: Jan.1 2022 Armed 
Procession In UNRWA, 10 minutes 
from Jerusalem 
• UNRWA war curriculum, examined 
by D. Arnon Groiss since 2000
•  The Responsibility of Donor Nations 
- to disarm UNRWA
• How you can make your voice heard 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, January 11 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur  

was sponsored by Rina Berkus - in memory of 
Pessa Yehudit bas Itka a”h, Yahrzeit was Jan 11 לעילוי נשמת 

Tuesday, January 11 -  Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur  
is sponsored by Selma Elzas in appreciation of  
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles many inspiring shiurim

Wednesday, January 12 - Rabbi Manning’s Shiur is sponsored 
by Ziva  & David Katz in loving memory of David’s father -  
י’ שבט whose yahrzeit is on יחזקאל בן דוד יהודה ז”ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
  רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל 

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

Irma Haas and Hilde Myer a”h
Rabbi Taub's weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  

is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year 

has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  
Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

 KEREN CHESED
The Needy Await Your Support

Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAKVESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem
menpmp@gmail.com *Tax benefit *
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

To Rely or 
Not Rely on 
Miracles? 
That is the Question

Our rabbis taught us not to rely on mira-
cles; rather, we should make the required 
effort to turn adversity into fulfillment. But 
how do we know the correct response, espe-
cially when Pharoah’s highly organized 
and heavily equipped army is chasing us 
with all the might it can muster? Moreover, 
our backs are to the Sea, and we are frozen 
with fear!

Indeed, the Talmud Yerushalmi describes 
(no less than) four responses to the panic 
that ensued when the people saw doom 
staring them in their eyes. One group said: 
Let us drown in the Sea, the second band 
argued for returning to Egypt, a third fac-
tion opted to fight, and the last consortium 
chose to pray to Hashem. 

However, following the Torah narrative, 
all the people cried out to Hashem in the 
traditional pattern established by Avraham, 
Yitzchak, and Yaakov (Rashi on Shemot 
14:10). And for sure, when the people wept 
and wailed when their burden became 
unbearable, Hashem heard their cry. 

So, why now did Hashem admonish 

Moshe and ask why he, too, was crying out 
to Him – and why did He further command 
Moshe to continue journeying [towards the 
Sea]? 

Perhaps the answer lies in Moshe’s call 
to the people prior to Hashem’s reprimand. 
For Moshe had proclaimed to the terrified 
people: “Do not fear! Stand fast and see the 
salvation of Hashem…Hashem shall make 
war for you, and you shall remain silent!” 
(ibid 14:13).

It appears that God is here “The Master of 
War” (ibid 15:3): For when it comes to phys-
ical survival, Hashem enters the picture, as 
in the Purim story – whether publicly or 
behind the scenes. Notably, however, follow-
ing the Egyptian demise, the people would 
then have to take the initiative and demon-
strate their belief in Hashem’s providence 
by taking that first step into the water.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe is quick to point 
out that, later, Hashem’s response to the 
Amaleki threat was totally different: The 
people should go to war! For that enemy’s 
sole objective was to destroy the people’s 
spiritual fervor before receiving the Torah 
at Sinai.  

We see that when it comes to preserving 
Torah, there isn’t even time to bewail the 
facts and to wail. Instead, like the Macca-
bees, we should take immediate action to 
fight for our beliefs, our heritage, and our 
traditions – and not rely on miracles! 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Judaism is Like 
an Onion, Layers 
and Layers

The Midrash records a conversation 
between Moshe and Hashem regarding 
His unending love and persistent interest 
in the Jewish people. Constantly receiving 
commandments directed solely for the 
Jewish people, Moshe wonders what could 
possibly warrant this “preoccupation” with 
our nation. Hashem’s response to Moshe is 
intriguing. You may have expected Hashem 
to cite our heroic faith in blindly following 
Him into a barren desert. After all, Yirmiyahu 
highlights this courage and dedication is his 
famous verse זכרתי לך חסד נעוריך...לכתך אחרי במדבר 

Similarly our historic pledge of  נעשה ונשמע, 
taken at the foot of Har Sinai might also 
justify Hashem’s unremitting affection. Sur-
prisingly, in this Midrash, Hashem mentions 
a very simple and common declaration of - ’ה 

 proclaimed at the conclusion of ימלוך לעולם ועד
Shirat Hayam. Somehow, this succinct and 
unadorned announcement warrants our 
special divine affection. 

For the first two and a half millennia of 
history, humanity was adrift in moral disor-
der and theological chaos. Though isolated 
individuals had discovered a one G-d pos-
sessing moral spirit, most of humanity was 

still trapped in a lawless world of violence 
and voodoo. Finally, one nation identified 
Hashem, declared his sovereignty and 
brought His presence down into this world. 
Having been liberated from Egypt and hav-
ing witnessed colossal miracles at the sea, the 
Jews saluted ה’ ימלוך לעולם ועד. That momen-
tous declaration would never be “forgotten” 
by Hashem. 

It would also never be forgotten by Jews. 
This declaration is a major milestone on 
the road to Jewish identity. Jewish identity 
is never “all-or-nothing” but contains lay-
ers. These “layers” of Jewish identity were 
carefully compiled during the fateful seven 
weeks between the initial Exodus and the 
events of Sinai. Imagine a timeline of Jewish 
identity which begins on the 15th of Nissan, 
stretches through the 21st of Nissan-the day 
of the ocean crossing-and culminates on the 
6th of Sivan when the Torah was delivered. 
On each day an important element of Jewish 
identity was distilled.

On the day we left Egypt we coalesced into 
a nation. The night before, we experienced 
our first national ceremony of Jewish iden-
tity. Gathering in our shuttered homes, in a 
faraway land, we celebrated the first Pesach 
seder, and were quickly hustled out of bond-
age. That seminal experience, forever etched 
in Jewish consciousness, has been annually 
reenacted for centuries. On the day of 15 
Nissan, Jewish national identity was founded 
upon an enduring sense of shared heritage 
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and of historical mission.
Seven days later a frightened and panicked 

nation was corned between the rampaging 
Egyptian chariots and a roaring ocean. After 
successfully crossing through a dry seabed 
and watching their former abusers drown, 
we gleefully embraced divine authority. 
Having already become a nation of history 
and heritage, we now transitioned into the 
nation of G-d, announcing His presence to 
an unruly world.  

Six weeks later we arrived at the moun-
tain and embraced religious practice and 
the study of Torah. Judaism isn’t built solely 
upon national identity and religious belief. 
It demands applying divine Will to our daily 
routine and to our general behavior. Further-
more, the study of Torah is not just relegated 
to the “clergy”, but is incumbent upon, and 
available to all. Full Jewish identity is a distil-
lation of these three components - launched 
on three days of glory. A full Jew proudly 
senses a national and historical belonging, 
accepts divine authority and translates that 
acceptance into Torah commitment. 

Sadly, the ravages of history and the weak-
ness of the human spirit have caused many 
Jews to retreat from “the mountain” and 
to abandon classic halachic behavior. Yet, 
amongst those who have retreated from 
Sinai, there are millions who still stand at 
the banks of the ocean exclaiming ימלוך  ה’ 
 affirming Hashem’s presence and ,לעולם ועד
authority in our world. Judaism isn’t an all-
or-nothing proposition. Though this type of 
Jew exists world-wide, they are especially 
common in Israel. Often called “Masorati”, 
they deeply believe in Hashem and accept his 
authority. Unfortunately– in part because of 
the seismic geographic and cultural shifts of 

the past two centuries- their halachic obser-
vance isn’t total or complete. For example, it 
is not uncommon for secular Jews in Israel 
to attend shul on Shabbat, pray fervently, 
conduct a Shabbat meal, and, subsequently 
drive to a sporting event or an outing. We 
all yearn for an era in which every Jew will 
merge all three aspects of Jewish identity. 
Before that day arrives we deeply appre-
ciate and ratify whatever layers of Jewish 
identity exist. Ratification of a single layer of 
Jewish identity doesn’t condone the lifestyle. 
It merely acknowledges that Jewish identity 
has layers.

Appreciating this layering also helps 
us grasp the enormous changes in Israeli 
society. Our State was founded, and ini-
tially shaped by an aggressive and overtly 
anti-religious culture. This dismayed many 
religious Jews who had hoped for a more 
religiously-toned state. This was also par-
tially responsible for the rejection of the 
State of Israel within many Orthodox circles 
which could not fathom a redemptive pro-
cess directed by such explicitly anti-religious 
founders.

The “ideological demographics” of our 
State have dramatically shifted. Though 
most Jewish Israelis are still not classically 
religious, the overwhelming majority of 
them believe in G-d, and acknowledge a 
form of divine authority. This is a very dif-
ferent landscape from 1948. Millions of 
Jews still stand at the ocean proclaiming  
 Hopefully they will advance .ה’ ימלוך לעולם ועד
along the timeline, and recover the life of 
Torah commandments instituted at Sinai. 
Until that time the echo of that proclamation 
still rings through our Land and resonates in 
Heaven. 
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Shemitah 
In A Closed 
Structure

The halachic status of plants grown 
inside a house is a matter of dispute. There 
is an accepted leniency in regards to the 
prohibitions of shemitah as they relate to 
plants or produce in sealed, indoor pots. 
Before applying this leniency, the qualifi-
cation of a “house” in halachic terms must 
be determined.

The Principle
Numerous qualifications in Jewish law 

are dependent on the halachic definition 
of a house. For example, what is the size of 
a house that requires one to place a mezuza 
or ma’akeh? What kind of structure quali-
fies for expanding an eruv for Shabbat? 

Regarding shemitah, the criteria are very 
different. When the Talmud Yerushalmi 
(Orlah 1:2) mentions the possibility that a 
house or closed structure is exempt from 
the laws of shemitah, the emphasis is on 
the property not being a “sadeh” (field). 
One can infer that the Talmud is not estab-
lishing the parameters of a structure that 
is designated for living quarters. Rather, 
it is coming to exclude a field. In other 
words, anything that is not classified as a 
field, is thereby considered a “house” or 

closed structure in regards to shemitah (see 
Emunat Itecha 133 p.30). Based on this per-
spective, the “house” which exempts plants 
from the laws of shemitah does not have the 
same parameters as it does for other laws. 
Thus, the structure may be smaller than 4 x 
4 amot (1.8 x 1.8 meters) (Ohr Litzion, She-
vi’it 1:4), and the floor can be made of any 
material, even grass. In addition, there is 
no actual obligation to live in such a struc-
ture in order to exempt the plants from the 
laws of shemitah (Mishpetei Eretz 7:4).

Walls
There is no mention in early sources 

that the house or closed structure requires 
walls. According to the Vilna Gaon’s expla-
nation of the Talmud Yerushalmi (ibid), the 
main focus seems to be on the covering. 
However, in the modern era, there is a dis-
pute among poskim over this issue.

One school of thought, as taught by the 
Chazon Ish (22:1), posits that a roof alone 
is not sufficient and requires some type of 
walls. Rav Chaim Kanievsky (Siach Hash-
emitah p.206) explains that according to 
the Chazon Ish, the presence of walls define 
the area as a place, which is not generally 
used for planting, as opposed to a field 
with a simple shade. Later poskim, such as 
Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, require walls 
in order to attain the status of a “house” 
(see Yisa Yosef, Shevi’it 26). Along with this 
requirement, the Chazon Ish added that the 
walls do not have to be completely solid, 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT



OU ISRAEL CENTER         43

Bridge the Gap
Sending a child to Israel for the year? 

Give them the support they need.

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modi’in based clinical 
psychologist specializing in teens and 
young adults. Since making aliya three 
years ago, he has worked with dozens 
of gap year students at yeshivot 

and midrashot, helping them manage this year of 
independence, questioning, transition, and growth.  
Dr. Bailey provides parents with peace-of-mind that 
their children have the support they need to bridge 
their gap year successfully.

DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES,  
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

but that it is sufficient to have walls that 
would qualify as an eruv or a sukkah (Netiv 
Hashemitah p.55). Thus, a fence which has 
holes but whose solid part is greater in area 
would be considered sufficient according 
to the Chazon Ish. Another element is the 
number and minimum height of the walls. 
Based on the above principle, it would seem 
that three walls and a minimum height of 
ten tefachim (90 cm) are sufficient, even if 
there is a large gap between the walls and 
the roof.

The other school of thought, as articulated 
by Rav Yoel Friedman of Machon Hatorah 
Veha’aretz, relies on numerous responsa 
from authorities who did not require the 
house to have any type of walls. These 
authorities include Rav Avraham Yitzchak 
HaKohen Kook, Rav Moshe Klaires and 
Rav Shaul Yisraeli. It would seem accord-
ing to those poskim that once the area no 
longer resembles a field under the sun, it 
is considered a “house”, thereby making it 
exempt from general shemitah guidelines 
(see Emunat Itecha 133). 

Because this issue is disputed, one should 
consult with one’s Rav regarding the walls 
of the structure.

Type of covering
It is apparent that a temporary cover 

which is removed within a short period of 
time (such as a tent) is not sufficient. Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach rules that if one 
purposely affixed an umbrella in order to 

exempt a certain part of a garden from 
shemitah but always intended to remove it, 
all plants under the umbrella remain obli-
gated in the laws of shemitah even if the 
umbrella was removed many months later 
(Ma’adnei Eretz 7:4).  

Authorities dispute the form and den-
sity of the cover required to exempt potted 
plants from the laws of shemitah. The Cha-
zon Ish (Ma’asrot 7:5) brings proof from a 
Mishnah in Masechet Shevi’ít that the roof 
must prevent any rain or rays of sun from 
entering. (According to this opinion, the 
“house” which our Sages exempted from 
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the laws of shemitah must provide less 
desirable conditions for growth.) Rav Yaa-
kov Yisrael Fisher fiercely disagrees with 
the Chazon Ish, bringing proof from the 
Talmud Yerushalmi that schach (for a suk-
kah) is sufficient as a roof. Since rain and 
sun can penetrate schach, there is a strong 
rejoinder against the claim of the Chazon 
Ish (Responsa Even Yisrael 8:74). 

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Shul-
chan Shlomo p.100) writes that a roof 
must be solid in order to exempt the plants 
under it. It would seem that according to 
Rav Auerbach, a solid roof is a sign that the 
area is considered a house, as opposed to a 
slatted or porous roof, which a reasonable 
observer would not consider a house.
In summary: 
• A “house” which exempts potted 

plants within it from the laws of 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

shemitah does not have a minimum 
size and does not have to be fit for 
habitation.

• Regarding the requirement of walls 
for a covered structure, a competent 
Rav should be consulted.

• A temporary cover that is meant to 
be removed is not substantial enough 
to be categorized as a “house” and 
thereby does not exempt such plants 
from the laws of shemitah.

• The roof of the house must be com-
pletely solid in order to exempt potted 
plants from the laws of shemitah. 
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Real Life Rescues 
Team of Women First Responders 
Help Deliver a Baby in Leshem
Leshem- On Sunday night at around 8:00 p.m., a woman went into labor in her home in Yishuv Leshem 
which is located in Samaria. She had visited the hospital that same morning because she had felt like 
she was nearing labor but was sent home after being examined by the doctors. That evening, her 
water broke. The woman’s husband immediately called the local emergency services to assist them 
with the impromptu at-home birth.  

During the preparations for the memorial service for her father who passed away a month ago, 
United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Natali Bagizada received the notification regarding the emergency. 
She dropped everything and rushed out to help. “I was so excited to go that I ran out of the house 
yelling to my husband that I was going to help bring a new life into the world,” Natali said. “It felt like 
everything came full circle when on the night of my father’s memorial, I helped a mother deliver a 
new baby. I felt like it was in his honor.”

Natali arrived within two minutes at the scene, along with United Hatzalah volunteers Pini Zecharia 
and paramedic Naama Zabar, and a United Hatzalah ambulance and crew. They all rushed inside the 
house and began assisting the laboring woman to assure the safe and smooth delivery of the baby. 

A group of around five medically experienced women was in the room so the men stepped out to give 
the laboring woman some privacy and waited in the other room in case they were called upon for 
help. Naama pointed out the importance of having women first responders assisting in the delivery 
of a new baby. 

"Each time there is an emergency involving a woman or a birth, it is so important that professionally 
trained  women are present because they provide an extra level of comfort for the woman."

The contractions intensified as soon as the EMTs arrived and after a quick ten minutes, a healthy baby 
boy was born. The new parents were ecstatic. The mother and baby were helped into the ambulance 
and brought to the maternity ward at the nearest hospital for a complete check-up and postpartum 
care.

“When I received the alert about the birth, I knew it was important for me to be there, more so 
perhaps than other medical emergencies, because I understand the importance of women helping 
women. This is especially true in intimate situations such as a birth or other gynecological issues,” said 
Naama Zabar, “I would also like to thank all of the other first responders and medical teams that came 
and helped out at the birth. Working together in cooperation for the better care of the patient is the 
ideal we all live up to. Well done.”

After the incident was over, Natali reflected on the teamwork 
and said that it went farther than just the people in the room. 
"On behalf of our ambulance crew and the patient, I would 
like to thank the donors of the United Hatzalah ambulance for 
allowing us to be present at the birth. Without your donation, 
we wouldn’t have been able to respond as quickly as we did. It 
warms our hearts to know that thanks to the kind and generous 
donors, there's an ambulance in our neighborhood in case of any 
medical emergency. May we continue to hear only good news.”

1221
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In just a few days we will commemo-
rate Tu B’Shvat, referred to in the oral 
tradition as Rosh HaShana La’Ilanot- 

The New Year of the Trees.
As a child, I never really understood this 

idea of a new year for the trees. I recall 
eating fruits, including that very peculiar 
looking and even more peculiar tasting 
piece of carob, and remember getting those 
certificates saying that my parents had 
planted a tree in Israel in my honor on Tu 
B’Shvat, but that was about the extent of my 
Tu B’Shvat commemoration. How exactly 
are we to understand this yom tov of Rosh 
HaShana La’Ilanot?

One of the great religious personalities of 
the pre-state Yishuv and early years of Medi-
nat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov  of Tel 
Aviv,  Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, the Admor 
of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe of Husiyatin, 
was fortunate to make aliya from Poland, just 
ahead of the Nazi onslaught, settling in Tel 
Aviv  in 1938, where he lived until his passing 
in 1956. Within the Rebbe’s beautiful teach-
ings we not only find depth and inspiration, 
but are often given a glimpse of  this very 
challenging period in Jewish History.

In a stirring teaching which the Rebbe 
delivered at his Tu B’shvat tisch, on the eve 
of Tu B’Shvat  in 1951, the Rebbe gives us per-
spective not only on Tu B’Shvat as the Rosh 
HaShana of the trees, but also of the reality of 
life here in Artzeinu HaKedosha during those 
difficult formative years of Medinat Yisrael. 

The Rebbe shared these powerful words:
“The minhag on Tu B’Shvat is to eat the 

fruits of Eretz Yisrael, but sadly we are unable 
to fulfill this custom at this time here in Eretz 
Yisrael, the many fruits for which the Land of 
Israel is praised, are not growing here at this 
time. To our great distress, during the many 
years of galut, Eretz Yisrael has ceased being 
a Land flowing with milk and honey. But now, 
with the miraculous establishment of Medi-
nat Yisrael, it would seem that now is the time 
that the Land will soon once again return to 
being that eretz zavat chalav u’dvash...

...Indeed these great revelations of divine 
kindness that Hashem has revealed to us, is 
just the very beginning of our redemption, 
the salvation we continue to long for each 
and every day. The siman (sign), that indeed 
that geula is coming closer, will be when the 
land once again returns to be an eretz zavat 
chalav u’dvash. When the land begins to 
fully blossom once again, and produce the 
many sweet fruits, then we will know that 
our redemption is coming closer...”

Baruch Hashem, in our day, more than 
seventy years since the Rebbe uttered these 
poignant words, Eretz Yisrael has indeed 
returned to being that eretz zavat chalav 
u’dvash.

Yehi Ratzon, may we merit to see the 
geula shleima, which this powerful teach-
ing from the Ohalei Yaakov zy’a suggests, 
is just around the corner. Shana Tova, 
Moadim Lisimcha Lgeula Shleima! 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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       LAST WEEK TO SIGN UP BEFORE SERIES! 

                          by RABBI BEREL WEIN 
MARXISM & THE JEWS 

8 Consecutive Saturday nights at 8 PM 
 

There are three different ways to see each lecture. You can 1) see it live at Beit 
Knesset Hanassi (24 Ussishkin – only vaccinated/Tav Yarok) on live Zoom through a link you will 
receive 3) Any lecture you missed will be sent to you after the series is completed. 

Only 250 NIS (per household) for all 8 lectures  
January 22 --  KARL MARX     February 19 – YEVSEKTSIA  

January 29 – LABOR UNIONS    February 25 – STALIN   

February 5 – THE EARLY BOLSHEVIKS  March 5 – THE COLD WAR  

February 12 – THE 1917 REVOLUTION  March 12 --  RUSSIAN IMMIGRATION TO ISRAEL  
 

You can sign up by email, online or by phone. For questions, prices, to register, write or 
call nachum@jewishdestiny.com  or 0544-54-36-18 
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Michal Silverstein
Dear MK,
Regarding the scratching, 

this is very typical behavior 
for preschoolers. Age three 

is precisely the age when a child begins 
to explore his independence and tries to 
assert control over his environment. Until 
this point, in the infant and toddler stage, 
everything is decided for the child. As a child 
emerges into the preschool stage, he has a 
much better command of his body, speech 
and motor skills. As a result, the child tends 
to use those strengths by asserting his con-
trol over his surroundings. This means that 
when he wants a toy, snack, or anything 
else, he will try to get it in a number of ways 
-asking, yelling, grabbing, scratching or bit-
ing. Although the child is growing rapidly, 
his language skills are not fully developed. 
This leads to becoming easily frustrated. 
Parents can be very helpful in providing the 
toddler with ways to minimize and handle 
his frustration.

If you are supervising a playdate, take 
notice when your child is becoming frus-
trated and try to offer some suggestions 
such as ways to share, taking turns with a 
toy, asking in a different way, while model-
ing patience and a calm tone.

Try to avoid punishing or shaming your 
child as that would make him feel even 
worse about himself and less likely to listen 
to you. As parents we want to try to build 
our child and strengthen their self-esteem. 
Embarrassing them does the opposite.

If your child still doesn’t listen, you can 
calmly take the toy out of his hand. If he's 
screaming, biting or scratching explain that 
you understand that he really wants some-
thing but he needs to calm down by himself 
for a few minutes before being allowed back 
into the situation, and play again. By then 
your child may be ready to apologize.

You can also do some role playing with 
your child, acting out scenes using stuffed 
animals or toys to navigate frustrating situ-
ations. You can also draw pictures of faces 
representing different emotions such as 
happy, sad, angry and hang it up on the 
refrigerator. Discussing emotions even in the 
simplest way helps preschoolers navigate 
big emotions. These techniques will provide 
good problem-solving skills for your child to 
implement in other surroundings such as in 
gan. Be sure to tell the ganenet that you're 
working with your child on these issues.

Lastly, although a parent may feel 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Question: We have a 3 1/2 year old 
son-our only child. Often it is difficult 
to get him to listen when we tell him 
what to do. Also, My son is in gan and 
on more than one occasion scratched 
another boy in gan. We would like him 
to stop this behavior. Any advice?

-MK
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embarrassed when his child acts out, try 
not to worry about other people's opinion. 
If you happen to be somewhere and your 
child starts biting or scratching, focus on 
your child by being present, and providing 
guidance and boundaries. This is a normal 
stage of development and by reinforcing 
positive behavior your child will eventually 
learn to express his emotions in an accept-
able manner.

"Getting a child to listen to you" is more of 
a complex issue as it will always be an ele-
ment of your relationship with your child. 
How you speak to your child, your words and 
tone will elicit a certain response. Listening 
is part of communication and it's never too 
early to work on it. Even when you ask your 
child to do something in a calm respectful 
tone he may refuse or even respond rudely. 
It doesn’t mean that you are doing some-
thing wrong. As soon as your child begins 
to speak, he will try to assert himself and his 
wants may conflict with yours. When you 
ask your child to do something, its best to 
make eye contact, (especially if your child 
has ADD or ADHD) make sure they hear you 
and if they're very young you can crouch 
down to their level when asking them some-
thing. If you're sure they've heard, you and 
still don’t respond you can ask again. If that 
doesn’t elicit a positive response, you should 
decide if this is something worth following 
through with a consequence. It's important 
to be consistent with a consequence for the 

behavior to change. The consequence can 
be to emotionally distance yourself for a bit 
when they want your attention explaining 
to your child that he was disrespectful, or to 
take away a privilege, toy, etc…..

The goal is to build a relationship with 
our children in which they want to listen 
to their parents through ahava rather then 
yira. Be'hatzlacha 

I would like to address a comment to my 
previous article regarding tantrums. I was 
remiss to mention the fact that sometimes 
children come home from school hungry 
and are therefore irritable and angry, esca-
lating into a tantrum. Providing healthy 
snacks or a healthy meal may avoid a melt-
down. In addition, a child who is tired or in 
physical pain tends to be irritable and impa-
tient. 

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational 
psychology and counseling. She facilitates 
parenting workshops in and around Jerusa-
lem and maintains a private practice.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Walking 
Sefer Torah

A beautiful and true story is told about 
the meeting of two great Talmudic minds 
several decades ago. When Israeli Chief 
Rabbi HaGaon HaRav Avraham Shapira 
visited America, he gave a shiur at Yeshiva 
University attended by that institution’s 
famed Rosh Yeshiva, HaGaon HaRav Joseph 
B. Soloveitchik. At the end of his lecture, 
Rabbi Shapira approached Rabbi Soloveit-
chik and kissed him. When some of those 
present remarked that one is not allowed 
to kiss even one’s own children in a syna-
gogue, Rabbi Shapira responded: “But one 
is allowed to kiss a Sefer Torah.” (Eulogy for 
the Rav, R. Norman Lamm)

The above anecdote is an apt introduction 
to one of the Rav’s most exquisite derashot 
which he presented in honor of his father’s 
yahrzeit on Shevat 3, 5719. He spoke about 
the identification of a Jew with a Sefer Torah. 
Every Jew, in essence, represents a walking 
Sefer Torah.

This idea is portrayed in a number of 

Talmudic statements and was developed 
by the commentaries. The Rav cited many 
examples; we will cite only three:

“If someone is present when a person dies, 
he is obligated to tear his garments. What is 
this similar to? It is similar to a Sefer Torah 
that tore, where there is also an obligation to 
tear one’s garment.” (Moed Katan 25a).

• “How foolish are people who stand for a 
Sefer Torah but don’t stand for a great per-
son.” (Makkot 22b)

• Nine people and the ark (in the syn-
agogue) are sufficient to make a minyan 
Berachot 47b)

• The illustrations above reflect how this 
notion pertains to both the domain of Jewish 
thought and to halacha.

The equation of the Jew and a Sefer Torah 
has acute relevance. The Rav focused on 
a particular idea concerning writing of 
a Torah Scroll that is often overlooked. 
Namely, the fact, that a Torah does not 
acquire holiness automatically.

Consider the following: The sofer (scribe) 
who prepares the Sefer Torah must imbue 
the Torah with his own holiness. The prepa-
rations of the hides must be developed into 
parchment expressly for the purpose of 
producing a Torah. The writing also must 
be done with particular intent. The sofer 
must have correct thoughts when writing, 
otherwise the Torah is not valid. It is the 
individual who installs his personality, “his 
feelings, his dreams...his joys and sadnesses, 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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his courageousness and vulnerability” into 
the sanctification of the scroll (Beit Yosef 
Shaul, Vol. 4, 1994, p.73).

But how is it, asked the Rav, that one can 
imbue holiness into another item? Does 
that not assume that there is a kedusha 
that already exists and is present that can 
be transferred to the item? Indeed. This is 
exactly how it operates. Each person is born 
with an internal holiness. Each person, 
therefore, has the potential to transfer that 
holiness and imbue it in another item.

The Rav interestingly pointed to particu-
lar halacha regarding writing a Torah which 
requires the sofer to enunciate each word 
before he writes the word (Shulchan Aruch, 
Yoreh De’ah 274:2). Some would say that this 
is mandated to promote accuracy. The Rav 
suggested a deeper reason. The word must 
steam through the heart and soul of the 
writer and only then does the word attain 
the sanctity needed to be placed on the 
parchment. (Ibid. p.78) 

The Rav directs our attention to a mov-
ing midrash that depicts the final days in 
Moshe’s life. 

The gemara (Sota 13b) states: “R. Eliezer 
HaGadol said: Over twelve square miles, the 
area of the camp of Israel (in the desert), a 
heavenly voice proclaimed: Moshe, the great 
scribe of Israel, has died.” Although Moshe 
did indeed write a sefer Torah, the word 
“scribe” here does not refer to the mechani-
cal art of writing. If it did, what would be the 
meaning of the adjective “great?” How would 
this phrase, “the great scribe of Israel,” do 
justice to the greatness of Moshe Rabbeinu? 
Did Moshe have beautiful handwriting? R. 
Eliezer the Great was referring to a differ-
ent kind of script, to the art of writing God’s 

living word on the passionate vibrant human 
heart, and impressing God’s image on the 
receptive and questing human personality. 
Moshe was a scribe in the same way that 
Sefer Yetzira calls God a scribe: “The world 
was created through three things: sofer, sefer, 
sippur (scribe, book, and a story).” 

Man is similar to a Sefer Torah in that it 
requires intent and effort to fashion the 
human character into an exquisite work of 
art. A Talmudic passage describing the last 
moments before Rabbi Elazar’s death is sug-
gestive of this view: “Rabbi Eliezer raised his 
two arms and placed them on his heart and 
he said,”Woe to you, my two arms, as they 
are like two Torah scrolls that are now being 
rolled up, and will never be opened again” 
(Sanhedrin 68a). One must exert effort in 
crafting a life of kedusha; it does not come 
naturally. 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

leniencies (see more in Living the Halachic 
Process, II-F-5), which can apply in many 
cases of gemachs. One reason for leniency 
is yatza hasha’ar (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh 
Deah 162:3). It permits the loan of a readily 
available commodity with a stable price. 

Another heter applies to cases of warm 
relationships. The gemara (Bava Metzia 
75a) rules that one may lend loaves of 
bread to a friend without stipulations. 
The Rama (YD 162:1; the Shulchan Aruch 
is somewhat stricter) rules like those who 
explain that small changes in the value of 
small quantities are not considered pur-
poseful interest. It is difficult to know what 
he would say about a case like this. On 
the one hand, we are talking about kind 
people who run gemachs and their chesed 
“clients,” but on the other hand, gemachs 
often have clear rules.

Both of these heterim are problematic 
when the borrower returns a clearly 
larger quantity than he borrowed (Torat 
Ribbit 7:(7); Brit Yehuda 17:(6).), and a 
clearly more valuable version of the 
same commodity is equivalent. It is hard 
to know what to say about this case. On 
the one hand, many people would not be 
willing to accept expired medicine. On 
the other hand, it is unclear that it has a 
lower price, as people who would buy it 
anyway, might be willing at the regular 
price. Furthermore, the service one gets 
along with the product affects its price 

Returning to a 
Gemach Newer 
Medicines than 
One Received

Question: I used a local medicine 
gemach, which prefers receiving replace-
ment medicine but also allows giving 
back with money. The pills they gave me 
were slightly past expiration (they said it 
was okay for immediate use). While not 
wanting to be difficult, isn’t it ribbit to give 
back either (new) pills or their monetary 
value, considering that expired medicine 
is worth less than normal? 

Answer: We will not discuss the phar-
maceutical questions this question raises, 
which are not within our expertise. 

Let us expand the question. Is it permit-
ted to receive and return new medicine? 
The mishna (Bava Metzia 75a) forbids 
(Rabbinically) lending commodities in a 
way that obligates the borrower to return 
the same type and amount he received 
(se’ah b’se’ah). This is out of concern that 
the article’s price will increase and the 
borrower will have to return more value 
than he received, and it applies even if the 
article’s price remained unchanged. 

We will take a cursory look at relevant 
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

(Pitchei Choshen, Ona’ah 10:(1)). If a busi-
ness would sell under the conditions of a 
gemach (e.g., late at night, Shabbat), they 
likely could sell old medicine for at least 
the regular price. 

The fact that you are not required to 
return with money may be helpful. The 
Shulchan Aruch (YD 162:1) rules that if 
one lent a commodity but set a price above 
which the borrower does not have to pay 
if the price goes up, then he may give back 
the commodity. Applying this concept to 
our case is too complicated to do justice 
in this context, both in regard to halachic 
complexity and the likelihood that it is 
impacted by nuances regarding the rules 
of the gemach (see Chavot Da’at (161:1), 
Netivot Shalom (p. 193-4) Divrei Sofrim, 
p. 71).

Regarding most gemachs, there is a 
strong leniency to rely upon. Rabbinic 
ribbit is waived when the lender is a char-
itable entity (Shulchan Aruch, YD 160:18). 
Poskim generally apply this rule broadly 
to gemachs (Torat Ribbit 20:26; The Laws 
of Ribbis 19:5; Brit Yehuda 17:(45) dis-
tinguishes between different types of 
gemachs). This likely applies to your case, 
whose potential violations are Rabbinic 
– se’ah b’se’ah and/or voluntary ribbit. 
This explains how many gemachs can 
encourage (not, require) donations from 
borrowers (Torat Ribbit 20:27).

Finally, many pasken that a borrower 

does not violate Rabbinic ribbit other than 
for causing the lender to sin (Rama, YD 
160:1). Therefore, if a lender has what to 
rely upon, the borrower does not have to 
worry (see Netivot Shalom, p. 83). Consid-
ering all the above and the likelihood that 
what the gemach did was standard and 
that many gemachs have halachic guid-
ance, you may follow their instructions. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
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Modim
ינּו  ֲאבוֹתֵֽ אלֹקי  וֵֽ ֱאלֹקינּו  ה'  ה־ֽהּוא  ַאתָּ שָֽׁ ְך,  לָֽ ְחנּו  ֲאנַֽ ים  מוֹדִֽ

ר.  ָודֹֽ ר  ְלדֹֽ ה־ֽהּוא  ַאתָּ נּו,  עֵֽ ִישְׁ ן  ָמגֵֽ ינּו  ַחיֵּֽ ֽצּור  ד,  ָועֶֽ ם  ְלעוֹלָֽ

ְוַעל־ יָך,  ָידֶֽ בְּ ים  סּורִֽ ַהמְּ ינּו  ַעל־ַחיֵּֽ ָך,  תֶֽ ִהלָּ תְּ ר  ּוְנַספֵּֽ ךָֽ  נוֶֹדה־לְּ

ְך קּוֽדוֹת לָֽ ינּו ַהפְּ מוֹתֵֽ ִנשְׁ

We are thankful to You that you are our G-d 
and the G-d of our fathers forever. You are the 
rock of our lives and the shield of our salva-
tion for every generation. We thank You and 
tell Your praises, our lives are in Your Hands 
and our Neshamot are dependent on You.

The second bracha of our concluding sec-
tion of the Shemoneh Esrei is that of מודים, 
in which we thank Hashem for everything 
He does for us. At first glance, it seems that 
the structure of the Shemoneh Esrei is set up 
that we first appeal to Hashem with a list of 
requests for everything we need and then 
afterwards politely thank Him, the same 
way that we say please and thank you in 
our daily lives to everyone who helps us or 
provides us with something. The problem 
is that we are missing a step in the middle. 
Hashem has NOT yet provided us with our 
requests! Just seconds ago we asked Him for 
health, Parnassa, Mashiach, and many other 
things. How can it be that seconds later we 
are already thanking Him for providing us 
with what we asked? 

One answer is that though Hashem may 
have not yet granted our requests to us 
in their entirety, the process was put into 
action. We expressed ourselves to Hashem, 
He noted that request, and began in some 
way to create the beginning of a solution 
to that problem. After finishing pouring 
out our hearts to Hashem, we should feel 
an immediate sense of relief, there is now 
a Higher Being looking out for us, we don’t 
need to shoulder our burdens on our own, 
and a tremendous sense of Bitachon that 
Hashem can and will help us. It may not be 
right away and it might not be in the way 
that we would have expected, but we can 
be sure of His guidance and therefore, can 
already thank Him for what He has begun 
to put in motion.

Another answer is as follows – we are not 
thanking Hashem for granting us the spe-
cific requests that we asked of Him. Rather, 
we are thanking Him for the opportunity 
to appeal to Him in prayer. The fact that 
we, as mere mortals, are given the ability to 
speak to the Almighty is quite unbelievable 
and should not be taken for granted! 

It is only because of this innovation called 
Tefilla that we are able to recognize and 
internalize all that Hashem does for us on a 
daily basis. We thank Hashem for -

ֶרְב ת, עֶֽ כׇל־עֵֽ בְּ יָך שֶׁ נּו, ְוַעל־ִנְפְלאוֹתֶֽ כׇל־ֽיוֹם ִעמָּֽ בְּ יָך שֶׁ  ַעל־ִנסֶּֽ

ִים ֶקר ְוצֳׇֽהרָֽ  The miracles that we experience - ָובֹֽ
every day, the wonders that occur at all times 
– evening, morning, and afternoon.

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Refuah Shleima:
נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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The miracles that we refer to here are not 
big, supernatural materials which are obvi-
ous to all who see. Rather they are miracles 
that we experience on a daily basis within 
the confines of nature. Most of the world 
would not even realize when they experi-
ence this type of miracle.  Tefilla sensitizes 
us to the miracles and great acts of kindness 
Hashem performs for us. The more we pour 
out our needs and worries to Hashem and 
see Him as the source of help for all of our 
problems, the more we are then able to 
recognize His guiding Hand orchestrating 
events to help us every day. So we thank 
Hashem not only for all He does for us but 
also for the ability to notice what it is that He 
is doing for us. 

The word מודים has a double meaning. 
On the one hand, it means to recognize, to 
admit (וידוי). On the other hand, it also means 
to thank (תודה). We can understand this bra-
cha on both levels. Because of our higher 
levels of sensitivity due to the process of 
Tefilla, we are able to truly recognize Hash-
em’s hand in our lives. And because of this, 
we are able to thank Hashem for both the 
ability to recognize His intervention and for 
all the individual acts that He continuously 
performs.

We conclude the paragraph of מודים with   
 a bracha that the entire - וכל החיים יודוך סלה
world should learn to recognize Hashem’s 
hand and to thank Him, the One who is most 
fitting to recognize and give thanks to -  ברוך 

 אתה ה’ ....לך נאה להודות

10 dunams (10,000 square meters)
Private land in the Tabu near 

Safed.
With great view of the Kinneret  

Tiberias - and the Golan Heights  
1.350.000 NIS only.

The project is already in the initial 
process for future construction.

Directed and supervised by  
Rabbi Moshe Keinan

For more details -  
03-577-4277

mk0522867038@gmail.com

Great opportunity!Great opportunity!

054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
- Leak Detection Systems
- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)
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RABBI DR. JONATHAN
LIEBERMAN

GUEST DVAR TORAH 

Tu B’Shvat- 
A Birthday Party 
for Everyone

Growing up in the Diaspora (in my case, 
Manchester, England), Tu B’Shvat was not 
such a big deal.

The kids planted a few seedlings and the 
mums made a fruit salad with 15 fruits for 
the children to try to name each one.

But, by and large, Tu B’Shvat came and 
went without much fanfare and without 
much knowledge either.

Certainly, I had never even heard of Seder 
Tu B’shvat, and, sadly, I wasn’t alone in my 
ignorance, Only when I came home to Eretz 
Yisrael, did the full importance and rele-
vance of Tu B’Shvat hit home.

The Torah gives us the Halacha of Orlah, 
“When you enter the land [of Israel] and 
plant any tree for food, you shall regard its 
fruit as forbidden. Three years it shall be 
forbidden for you, not to be eaten” (Vayikra 
19:13). The fruit of the fourth year (Neta 
Revai) was imbued with Kedusha in the 
same way as Maaser Sheni, and had to be 
eaten in the holy city of Yerushalayim.

This raised the question of how farmers 
were to mark the “birthday” of a tree. The 

Chachamim established the 15th of the 
month of Shevat as a general “birthday” for 
all trees, regardless of when they were actu-
ally planted.

The famous Mishna in Rosh Hashanna 
(1:1) tells of the four Rosh Hashannot of the 
year, one of which is Rosh Hashanna L’Il-
anot (New Year for the trees). Beit Shamai 
was of the opinion that this was on 1st of 
Shvat and Beit Hillel maintained that it was 
the 15th Shvat.

 The Rabbis discussed why this date was 
chosen. They taught that, since Tu B’shvat 
falls after mid-winter, the majority of the 
annual rainfall has usually already fallen 
by this time in Eretz Yisrael, thus yielding 
a healthy, water-filled soil in which to plant 
new trees (Gemarah Rosh Hashanna 14a).

In medieval times, the Kabbalists gave 
Tu B’shvat greater spiritual significance by 
comparing the hidden seeds in the shells or 
peels of fruit and nuts to the hidden sparks 
of holiness buried deep within the soul of 
the human being. By eating fruit and nuts 
on Tu B’Shvat, this symbolically released 
those holy sparks from within us.

With the return to Eretz Yisrael in the 
modern era,  Tu B’shvat has become a 
symbol of both Zionist attachment to 
the land of Israel as well as an example of 
Jewish sensitivity to the environment. 

Early Zionist settlers to Israel began plant-
ing new trees not only to restore the ecology 
of ancient Israel, but as a symbol of renewed 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

growth of the Jewish people returning to 
their ancestral homeland.

Many fund raising efforts in the Diaspora  
in the early days of the Keren Kayemet LeY-
israel  (JNF) revolved around planting trees 
in Eretz Yisrael, and Tu B’Shvat was the 
obvious focus of this work.

The love and feelings of gratitude for the 
gift that is our Homeland are emphasised by 
the beautiful Seder Tu B’shvat which many 
communities arrange.

Making Brachot and thanking Hashem for 
the bounty of Eretz Yisrael- a land of wheat 
and barley, vines and figs and pomegran-
ates, a land of oil producing olives and date 
honey (Devarim 8:8), uplifts and inspires us 
in a tangible , yet deeply spiritual way which 
simply cannot be replicated outside the Holy 
Land. Tu b’shvat is even that most modern 
of all concepts-  an ancient and authentic 
Jewish “Earth Day” that educates us about 
the Torah’s  advocacy of responsible stew-
ardship of G-d’s creation.

Yes, truly Tu B’Shvat has it all - from 
Halacha to Kabbalah; from Zionism to envi-
ronmentalism, it really is a big deal- so join 
the party and be inspired. 

Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Lieberman is a Manches-
ter-born GP who also served as Community 
doctor and mohel and has lectured on Medical 
Ethics for over 30 years.

He specialized in medical halacha and stud-
ied under Professor Avraham Abraham of 
Nishmat Avraham. 

He completed semicha with Rav Chaim 
Brovender

He is a Founder Director of an exciting new 
organisation called " Techelet- Inspiring Juda-
ism" which aims to bring an inspiring fresh 
approach to Judaism whilst 
adhering faithfully to the tra-
ditions of authenticity.
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Gavriel Novick
Director of Regional 
Development

Thinking BIG 
Rashi points out that the Egyptian spoils 

Bnei Yisrael collected at the Yam Suf were 
larger than anything they took out of Egypt. 
Why did Hashem feel the need to give them 
such grand and precious materialistic jew-
els and metals? It is true that this fulfilled 
the promise Hashem gave to Avraham 
that his people would leave captivity with 
“rechush gadol” great possessions but why 
the need for the excessive treasures?

Rav Kook explains that the Jewish people 
leaving Egypt was not just a redemption 
from captivity, it was the creation of a great 
nation. The rechush gadol was needed to 
enable Bnei Yisrael to think bigger. They 
were not simply redeemed slaves. They 
were now members of an elite group, the 
Jewish people.

This has been the mission of NCSY Israel 
for the past 6 years. Not simply to adjust to 
life in Israel and redeem our participants 
from feeling alone, but to enable them to 
thrive here. We are devoted to instilling 
a pride and love of Israel in teen olim, 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

guiding them as they become true leaders 
of this elite nation.

This year, NCSY Israel as an organization 
has also gone big with expanded program-
ming in all locations. But we have not only 
increased our events or staffing, a model 
of linear growth. We have thought bigger 
and introduced new initiatives and proj-
ects to create strategic exponential growth 
and impact. We have started meeting teen 
olim in schools and begun monthly local 
Shabbat programming. We are partnering 
with community rabbis and Aliyah repre-
sentatives to ease the transition for new 
teens arriving in Israel. We are launching 
a NCSY Israel summer program, a needed 
and missing resource for olim families. 
And this is only the beginning. Because this 
nation and this land was born by thinking 
big, and that is exactly what we will con-
tinue to do.

Menasheh Lopez
10th Grade, Gane 
Modi’in

The Journey Out of 
Egypt

Our Parasha - Beshalach, opens with 
Bnei Israel getting led to the promised land 

12     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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“Eretz Israel ‘’. They are redirected on a dif-
ferent pathway to the land by Hashem, but 
why? The quickest and easiest path to Eretz 
Israel would be going through Philistia!

Just as it was the easiest way out of Egypt 
it would also have been the easiest way to 
return. The Philistines would have wanted 
war, and with such an easy and quick path 
back to Egypt, Bnei Israel would have prob-
ably headed back. To avoid this Hashem led 
them on a more intricate path through The 
Sinai desert. Even so, we find many com-
plaints from Bnei Israel saying they would 
rather be back in Egypt.

This takes us back to our question, why 
did Hashem take them on a different route?

Again, Bne Israel might have headed back NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

to Egypt on their own if it was so close. The 
lesson we take from this is that Hashem 
had taken them on this path not only to 
strengthen Bnei Israel but to strengthen 
their faith in Hashem as well.

When we are going through hard or 
troubled times we should try our best to 
strengthen our trust in Hashem. Whether 
through our tefilla or everyday deeds, 
as we’ve seen in the time of שמות /Exodus 
when He took us out of Egypt with an out-
stretched arm, or if we see it in our time as 
we grow as a nation free from the shackles 
of Egypt living a life filled with Torah learn-
ing and Mitzvot. 

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Masha

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

How Is  
Tu B'Shvat 
Relevant To The 
Trees In Your 
Yard This Year?

Tu Bishevat (15 Shevat) is the New Year 
for trees. During the shemitah year, this is 
relevant for those who have trees in their 
garden that are in their last orlah year or 
in their fourth year (neta revay).

If your tree is in its last orlah year:
Fruit that began to develop on the tree 

before 15 Shevat will belong to the previ-
ous year. That means it will still be orlah. 
They are forbidden for eating or benefit.

Fruit that begins to develop after 15 She-
vat will be neta revay. They may be eaten 
after redemption onto a coin (they are 

exempt from terumot and ma’aserot). 
If your tree is in bloom (eg. lemon trees), 

remove existing orlah fruit from the tree 
so they don’t get mixed up with later 
blooms, which will be neta revay (and 
permitted to eat after redeeming them on 
a coin).

Orlah fruit does not have kedushat she-
vi’it and can be disposed of regularly. This 
is true even if the fruit began to develop 
after Rosh Hashanah this year.

If your fruit is in its fourth year
Fruit that began to develop on the tree 

before 15 Shevat will belong to the previ-
ous year. That means it will still be neta 
revay. 

Fruit that begins to develop after 15 
Shevat will be fifth-year fruit and will not 
require redemption onto a coin. This fruit 
will belong to the shemitah year and will 
be hefker. It will be exempt from terumot 
and ma’aserot.

SO if you have a tree that is currently in 
bloom, remove or mark existing fruit from 
the tree so they don’t get mixed up with 
later blooms, which will become fifth-year 
fruit.

What you need to know about this 
fruit? The fruit you remove now is fourth-
year, and needs to be redeemed on a coin 
before eating.  It is exempt from terumot 
and ma’aserot and if it began to develop 
before Rosh Hashanah (most trees), it does 
not have kedushat shevi’it. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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1. Tell us a little bit about the Yeshiva and what is unique about it.
We try to nurture each student according to each student’s own abilities, through 
an understanding that building a connection to Torah and mitzvot is a slow process 
that takes time. The personal connection between Rabbi and student is extremely 
important and through that the students connect to Torah. 

2. Where did the idea of integrating new olim into the Yeshiva come about?
The idea came about because of a need. Over the years, I’ve seen many sons of Olim 
who, Baruch Hashem, have integrated very well. But I have also seen many who seem 
lost. If there had been an appropriate program for them from the start, that would 
integrate them slowly, many problems would have been prevented. That is why we 
decided to start a program with the goal of integrating children of Olim in a fitting 
way to the Torah world. 

1. In which language will the program be run?
The vision is to learn and teach in Hebrew. It’s possible that English will pop up to 
help bridge the gap in communication.

2. For whom is this program intended?
This program is intended primarily for those with a desire for Torah learning and are 
looking for a combination that is both socially and culturally compatible, as well as 
the merging of Torah and army service. The program is aimed at students from North 
America, but can also be suitable for students from other countries who have a basic 
understanding of  Hebrew and English.

3. What is the goal of the program? Describe briefly what an alumnus of 
the program would represent.
An alumnus of the “Bnei Aliyah” program would find himself in a dilemma. On the 
one hand, he will want to continue learning as a result of a deep connection and 
joy towards Torah and towards the yeshiva and his friends. On the other hand, after 
completing a course which combines Torah and army service; “Kodesh v’chol”, he will 
discover a yearning to live a Torah life while combining this with the urge to fulfill his 
responsibility as a messenger for Am Yisrael! The alumnus will need to decide which 
path suits him, yet what is certain is that no matter what he decides, he will be in 
love with the Torah, Eretz Yisrael and Am Yisrael.

Interview with Hillel Bernstein, Director “Bnei Aliyah”

Interview with Rav Yitzchak Neriya, Rosh Yeshiva Torah B’Tzion
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