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רצה
There is a famous mashal told about a 

wealthy man named Moshe. Moshe had 
twin sons named Reuven and Shimon. 
Moshe loved his son Reuven more than any-
thing in the world. Unfortunately, the same 
could not be said about Moshe’s relationship 
with his son Shimon. Moshe just could not 
get along with Shimon and they had terrible 
quarrels. When Reuven and Shimon cele-
brated their 20th birthdays, their father told 
them it was time for them to step out into 
the real world. He presented Shimon with 
a briefcase stuffed with a million dollars in 
cash. He handed it to Shimon and wished 
him a good life. He then turned to Reuven 
and handed him a fifty dollar bill and a 
cellphone. He instructed Reuven to use the 
money to get through the first day and to call 
him at the end of the day for more. 

On first glance, one might think I got the 
names confused in this story. After all, if Shi-
mon was Moshe’s favorite son, why would 
Reuven receive the million dollar briefcase 
and not Shimon?! The answer is that Moshe 
wanted nothing more to do with his son Reu-
ven so he gave him enough money to keep 
him settled for life, so that he would never 

need to interact with him again. On the other 
hand, Moshe wanted to have a continuous 
relationship with his son Shimon and so he 
purposely only gave him enough money to 
last for one day. He wanted to make sure 
that Shimon would need to call and interact 
with him on a daily basis. This way he could 
enjoy Shimon’s company all the time.

We understand from this story that 
Hashem created us with many needs and 
deficits, specifically because He relishes 
hearing from us. He wants to make sure 
that we continuously need to turn to Him 
on a daily basis to request all that we are 
lacking. The whole purpose of this exercise 
is to grant Hashem the opportunity to speak 
and connect with us every single day. 

This idea can be found in the bracha 
of רצה. After finishing up the section in the 
Shemoneh Esrei of the בקשות, the requests, 
we now turn to Hashem in the first bracha of 
the concluding section, רצה, and express our 
hope that we have found favor in Hashem’s 
eyes, that Hashem enjoyed our conversation 
as much as we did, and that He took plea-
sure in connecting with us.

Let’s look at the words inside:
ה  עֲבוֹדָֽ ב אֶת־הָֽ ם וְהָשֵֽׁ תָֽ ל וּבִתְפִלָּ ךָֽ יִשְרָׂאֵֽ עַמְּ ה ה’ אֱלֹקינוּ בְּ רְצֵֽ

רָצֽוןֹ,  בְּ ל  תְקַבֵּֽ ה  הֲבָֽ אַֽ בְּ ם  תָֽ וּתְפִלָּ ל  יִשְרָׂאֵֽ י  וְאִשֵּֽׁ ךָ  יתֶֽ בֵּ יר  לִדְבִֽ

ינוּ  עֵינֵֽ ינָה  חֱזֶֽ וְתֶֽ ךָ.  עַמֶּֽ ל  יִשְרָׂאֵֽ ת  עֲבוֹדַֽ יד  מִֽ תָּ לְרָצֽוןֹ  י  וּתְהִֽ

וןֹ. ינָתֽוֹ לְצִיּֽ כִֽ יר שְׁ חֲזִֽ ה ה’, הַמַּֽ רֽוּךְ אַתָּֽ ים.בָּ חֲמִֽ רַֽ וןֹ בְּ וּבְךָֽ לְצִיּֽ שֽׁ בְּ

May You Hashem be pleased with Your 
nation and with their Tefillot. May You bring 
back the Avoda to the Beit Hamikdash. May 
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You accept the fire-offerings/people of Israel 
and their Tefillot with love and acceptance. 
And may the Avoda of the Jewish people 
always find favor. May our eyes witness Your 
return to Tzion with mercy. Blessed are You 
Hashem who returns His Shechina to Tzion.

Some people might wonder why 
these words are not included in the בקשות  
(request) section. After all, it appears that we 
are requesting that Hashem accept our Tefil-
lot. But now that we recognize the greater 
context of these words, we understand that 
this is not a prayer to accept and answer 
our Tefillot, but rather, a hope that Hashem 
has enjoyed our Tefilla and is pleased with 
us. As Rabbeinu Yonah writes in the Shaa-
rei Teshuva, sometimes Hashem fulfills 
our requests (whether it be for forgiveness 
or anything else) but He is still not happy 
with us. Here it is not the results that we are 
striving for, but the actual process. We want 
to make sure that the process has been suc-
cessful, that we have taken full advantage of 
the prayer experience, and truly connected 
with Hashem in a very real way.

We can see this in the words themselves 
ם  - תָֽ ל וּבִתְפִלָּ ךָֽ יִשְרָׂאֵֽ עַמְּ ה ה' אֱלֹקינוּ בְּ  we ask that – רְצֵֽ
Hashem not only be pleased with our Tefilla 
but with us as a people as well. 

The Tefilla then seems to take on a dif-
ferent focus. Suddenly we are davening 
about the return of the Avodah (service) 
in the Beit Hamikdash. How is that con-
nected to the theme of our bracha? The 
Seder Olam explains that this bracha was 
originally said during the times of the Beit 
Hamkidash every day, after the completion 
of the offering of the Korbanot. The people 
would express their great hope that Hashem 
would be pleased with their Korbanot 

service and with the relationship they had 
built with Him through the Korbanot. Once 
the Bet Hamikdash was destroyed, the 
words ך יתֶֽ יר בֵּ ה לִדְבִֽ עֲבוֹדָֽ ב אֶת־הָֽ  bring back) וְהָשֵֽׁ
the service to the Beit Hamikdash) and  
ים חֲמִֽ רַֽ וןֹ בְּ וּבְךָֽ לְצִיּֽ שֽׁ ינוּ בְּ ינָה עֵינֵֽ חֱזֶֽ  may our eyes) וְתֶֽ
witness Your return to Tzion) were added.  

In this bracha, we recognize that the 
whole point of all of our Tefilla and our 
requests is to build a relationship with 
Hashem. We are able to do that every day 
in our davening, yet we recognize on how 
much of a different level we would be able 
to do so if we only had the Beit Hamikdash 
back. It is in Hashem’s house, the place 
where the Shechina resides and where 
we can feel His presence so clearly, that 
our relationship with Hashem can truly 
blossom. And so, as we conclude our Shem-
oneh Esrei with the hope that Hashem was 
pleased with our connection through the 
Tefillot, it is only fitting to mention on the 
side, that we only wish we could bring that 
up a level in the place where this is truly 
meant to be done, the Beit Hamikdash.

May we be Zocheh to continue to work 
every day on building and developing our 
relationship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu, 
and in the merit, may the Beit Hamikdash 
be rebuilt speedily in our days. 
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