
46     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

One of the many important pas-
sages in our Sedra this week, 
are the pesukim related to 

Makat Choshech- the plague of darkness: 
The Torah tells us:
ְך  חֹ֖שֶׁ ִו֥יִהי  ַמִ֔ים  ַעל־ַהשָּׁ ְדָך֙  יָֽ ְנֵט֤ה  ֗ה  ֶאל־מֹשֶׁ ה’  ַוּיֹ֨אֶמר   

ָמִ֑ים  ֛ה ֶאת־ָיד֖וֹ ַעל־ַהשָּׁ ְך׃  ַויֵּ֥ט מֹשֶׁ שֶׁ ַעל־ֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצָרִ֑ים ְוָיֵמׁ֖ש חֹֽ

א־ָראּ֞ו  ים׃  לֹֽ ת ָימִֽ לֹ֥שֶׁ ָכל־ֶאֶ֥רץ ִמְצַרִ֖ים שְׁ ְך־ֲאֵפָל֛ה בְּ שֶׁ ַוְיִה֧י חֹֽ

ְלָכל־ ת ָיִמ֑ים וּֽ לֹ֣שֶׁ ֖יו שְׁ ְחתָּ ִא֣יׁש ֶאת־ָאִח֗יו ְולֹא־ָק֛מּו ִא֥יׁש ִמתַּ

ם׃  בֹתָֽ מוֹשְׁ ָרֵא֛ל ָהָ֥יה א֖וֹר בְּ ֵנ֧י ִישְׂ בְּ

Then Hashem said to Moshe, “Hold out 
your arm toward the sky that there may be 
darkness upon the land of Egypt, a darkness 
so dense that it can be touched.”  Moshe held 
out his arm toward the sky and thick dark-
ness descended upon all the land of Egypt for 
three days. People could not see one another, 
and for three days no one could get up from 
where he was; but the Jewish People had 
light in their dwellings...

The Degel Machane Ephraim, Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sudilkov zy’a, 
the grandson of Baal Shem Tov , points out 
that our meforshim explain that there was 

no physical difference between what phys-
ically was unfolding throughout Mitzrayim 
and what physically transpired within the 
Jewish homes. The actual darkness was 
equally dense throughout all of Egypt.

 However, explains the Degel Mach-
ane Ephraim, what was different is that 
the Jewish People saw light, even within 
this intense utter darkness! What was the 
source of this heightened ability to perceive 
light even within total darkness? The Rebbe 
explains that since the Jewish People kept 
Shabbat, which is a source of light and spir-
itual clarity, the light of Shabbat remained 
with them, and sustained and protected 
them from the danger of the utter darkness 
that had descended upon all of Egypt.

Indeed, Shabbat is a source of great 
light and protection to the Jewish People, 
and has both identified , kept us together 
and sustained Am Yisrael throughout many 
periods of darkness, turmoil and tragedy.

Similarly, the gemara in Masechet 
Shabbat (118b) presents to us the following 
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passage about the inherent redemptive 
power of Shabbat:
ִרין  מְּ ן יוַֹחי: ִאְלָמֵלי ְמשַׁ ְמעוֹן בֶּ י שִׁ ּום ַרבִּ י יוָֹחָנן ִמשּׁ ָאַמר ַרבִּ

ִהְלָכָתן — ִמיָּד ִנְגָאִלים, תוֹת כְּ בָּ י שַׁ תֵּ ָרֵאל שְׁ ִישְׂ

Rebbi Yochanan said in the name of Rebbi 
Shimon ben Yochai: If only the Jewish people 
would  fully keep two Shabbatot  they would 
immediately  be redeemed.

How exactly are we to understand this 
teaching? Does it mean that we fulfill any 
two Shabbatot, does it mean two successive 
Shabbatot, does it mean every single Jew 
must keep those two Shabbatot? 

In a beautiful teaching in his incredible 
collection of divrei torah from the Warsaw 
Ghetto, published posthumously as Sefer 
Aish Kodesh, the Piascezna Rebbe zy’a, 
explains our gemara. The Rebbe says the 
first Shabbat we must observe fully is 
Shabbat itself. The second Shabbat our 
Sages are speaking of, explains the Rebbe, 
is the Shabbat that we bring into the other 
seven days of the week. If we bring the 
light of Shabbat into our week, if we bring 
the achdut we experience on Shabbat  
into our week, if we bring the spiritual 
consciousness and closeness to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu that we feel on Shabbat into 
the rest of our week, then we can indeed 
redeem our entire week, experience a 
taste of geula.

Yehi Ratzon, May we merit to appreci-
ate and be guided by the great light that 
sustains us, the great redemptive light of 
Shabbat Kodesh..... 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - Baka, Mordechai Hayehudi st. - 
rare & charming, 4 room, 75m, ground floor 
with 54m garden, private entrance, high 
ceilings, good condition. 3.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara, Chulada Hanevia st. -
5.5 rooms, 130m on 3 levels with a 50m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, 4.3m shekel
For Rent- 25m studio by the Great 
Synagogue, breathtaking views from this 4 
floor walk up with a 70m terrace. Immediate.  
2900NIS/ month


