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Turning our 
Houses Into  
Something More

ַעל־ ם֙  ֶאת־ַהדָּ ְוָרָא֤ה  ֶאת־ִמְצַרִ֒ים֒  ֣ף  ִלְנגֹּ י-הֹ  ְוָעַב֣ר 

ן֙  ַ֔תח ְולֹ֤א ִיתֵּ זּוזֹ֑ת ּוָפַס֤ח ְי-ה  ַעל־ַהפֶּ ֣י ַהמְּ תֵּ ק֔וֹף ְוַע֖ל שְׁ שְׁ ַהמַּ

ף׃ יֶכ֖ם ִלְנגֹּֽ תֵּ ִח֔ית ָלבֹ֥א ֶאל־בָּ שְׁ ַהמַּ

For when the LORD goes through to 
smite the Egyptians, He will see the blood 
on the lintel and the two doorposts, and 
the LORD will pass over the door and not 
let the Destroyer enter and smite your 
home.

Why is it that a bit of blood on our door-
posts was so powerful to keep the Malach 
Hamavet out? Why wouldn’t it have been 
good enough for Hashem to simply give 
the Malach Hamavet a map to every house 
which had God fearing Jews living in it and 
say hands off? Maybe it’s because the blood 
represents something more than just being 
a commandment for us to do. 

Rav Amnon Bazak explains that every 
sacrifice given to Hashem, from the time 
of the forefathers, had an altar built for it. 
So where is the altar here by the very first 
Korban Pesach? Masechet Pesachim gives 
us the answer; on the doorposts and on 
top. An altar isn’t just a place of sacrifice 
though, as seen through the time of Sefer 
Melachim it is also a place of refuge. Bnei 
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Yisrael transformed their houses into their 
own altars to Hashem. They lived ְוָעשּׂו ִלי“ 

תוָֹכם.“ י בְּ ַכְנתִּ ׁש ְושָׁ  ִמְקדָּ

How? by coming together, with some 
good food and some family time. It should 
be a powerful lesson to us all to make the 
most of the time we have with family and 
friends. Pesach is such a strong time of 
teaching from generation to generation, 
but that can happen more than just once 
a year!

 The next time we find ourselves 
with people around a table, be it due to 
a lockdown, Pesach, or even our Shabbat 
seudah, we should recognize how special 
what we have is and realize how much 
bracha Hashem is shining on us because 
of it. Lets make the use of our time to 
transform our houses and lives into an 
altar for Hashem.
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The Ten, Ten, Ten
G-d uses the number ten three critical 

times in the Torah. In Bereshit, when G-d 
creates the world, He does so through ten 
ma’amarot- statements. Second is the ten 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Looking for 
office space 

in Jerusalem?

Private, furnished office space 
for rent in JLM city center. 

Great for therapist or seeing clients.  
Waiting room, kitchenette  

& security cameras.
Contact: goodvibeoffices@gmail.com 

or 052-441-9731.

makot, plagues, and the third is the ten 
dibrot, commandments. 

Are they connected? 
According to the Sfat Emet, 
הקליפה להסיר  מכות,  לעשר  צורך  שהיה  מה   “כי 

והסתר מעשרה מאמרות, לעשותן עשרת הדברות."

There was a need for ten plagues, to 
remove the shell and hiddenness from 
the ten statements [through which G-d 
created the world], to turn them into ten 
commandments.

But what does that mean, to turn ten 
statements into ten commandments?

Hashem created the world through ten 
ma’amarot, and He wanted everyone to 
be their best and worship Him. However, 
already in the times of Noach, that did not 
happen. So, He destroyed the whole world 
to start from the beginning. Instead, He 
chose one nation to worship Him more 
completely. Creating this nation took time. 

First, He made a brit with Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov. When they went 
down to Egypt, the Egyptians were doing 
the exact opposite of what G-d wanted. So 
G-d brought them the ten makot, to symbol-
ize the destruction of the whole world by 
destroying only Egypt and freeing Am Yis-
rael. Then, we were finally ready to make 
a brit with G-d as a nation at Har Sinai with 
the ten commandments. Now, the Jewish 
people became the ones representing G-d, 
starting at Har Sinai, getting ready to go 
into our wonderful and holy land, Eretz 
Yisrael. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org


