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Positive Posits
On Rosh Chodesh Nissan Hashem com-

mands Am Yisrael to take a sheep on the 
tenth of the month, to be brought as the 
korban Pesach (Shemot 12:3-6). We then 
find the confirmation, “And the children 
of Israel went and did as Hashem had 
instructed Moshe and Aaron. They did it 
exactly.” (Shemot 12:28). How could the 
Torah tell us that Benei Yisrael fulfilled 
Hashem’s instruction when obviously they 
didn’t do it until ten days later? And how 
did the Jews even dare to do something so 
difficult as slaughtering the god of their 
host nation?

Rashi explains that since they were 
mekabel, they intended to fulfill their task, 
they were recognized as having already 
done it. How are we to understand this 
principle of Chazal?  How can something 
be considered done before it is actually 
accomplished?

The Sefat Emet teaches a fundamental 
rule when it comes to doing mitzvot. There 
are two levels involved in doing a mitzvah, 
the thought that precedes and inspires the 
action and the action itself.  One is account-
able for his thoughts that motivates the 
mitzvah.  The midat hadin demands that 
one’s thoughts should be as perfect as pos-
sible accompanied by a deep desire to do 
the ratzon Hashem to the fullest degree. 

However, the power to act is not in our 
control. There are so many things that can 
prevent a person from doing a mitzvah or 
doing the mitzvah the way he intended. It is 
important to know though, that the extent 
of siyatta dishmaya one receives to effect a 
mitzvah’s completion is dependent on the 
intensity and purity of the doer’s ratzon. 
Therefore, notes Rav Aaron Kotler, when 
the passuk tells us that the Jews ‘did’ the 
mitzvah, it refers to their desire to do the 
mitzvah which generated the siyata dish-
maya needed when the mitzvah would be 
done. In that the only thing in their control 
was their desire they had already per-
formed their part of the mitzvah. 

The Chovot Halevavot adds that one’s 
desire must be very powerful for it to be 
considered as if he has done the mitzvah 
before its actual implementation. In the 
days leading up to yetziat Mitzrayim, Am 
Yisrael was able to accept this difficult 
challenge with tremendous joy and com-
mitment to Hashem. They overcame all 
inner obstacles so were therefore credited 
with doing the mitzvah.

As a corollary, Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz 
shares practical advice. If one finds himself 
in a difficult situation, he can commit to a 
kabbalah, to accept a particular mitzvah or 
stringency that will stand as a merit.  If he 
affirms this with complete dedication and 
commitment, it is considered as if he has 
fulfilled his obligation and the merit will 
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already stand for him.
Where did the Jews get this inner 

strength to flout the Egyptians and slaugh-
ter their gods? It takes a lot of courage to 
challenge the prevailing culture and act 
with such audacity. Were they not on the 
49th level of tum’ah? Notes Rav Dovid Hof-
stetder in Darash Dovid, that the inner will 
of a Jew is linked with tremendous love to 
Hashem and to do His will.  When Moshe 
Rabbeinu approached the burning bush, 
he was told to remove his shoes since the 
land he was standing on was holy (Shemot 
3:5). We can understand this homiletically. 
Our forefathers are the holy ‘ground’, our 
source in which they have embedded a 
deep connection to Hashem, so no matter 
what a Jew looks like on the outside, inside 
he possesses a holy energy to cleave to his 
Creator whatever it takes. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 


