
4     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

As a Jew who is privileged to 
live in Eretz Yisrael, I often 
come across moments in 
which I marvel at the zechus 
of living in a Jewish state. 

This week I was invited to participate in 
the 75th anniversary for the Encyclopedia 
Talmudit, an encyclopedia that provides a 
comprehensive presentation of all halachic 
subjects within the Talmud in alphabetical 
order. Founded by Rabbi Shlomo Yosef 
Zevin and Rabbi Yehoshua Hutner, the 
Encyclopedia Talmudit has become a stan-
dard reference used in Yeshivot around the 
world. With continued publication over 
the years by Yad HaRav Herzog publishing 
group under the leadership of Rabbi Pro-
fessor Avraham Steinberg, they produced 
the 48th volume just last week - a tremen-
dous achievement! 

In honor of the 75th anniversary, Rabbi 
Professor Steinberg hosted a celebratory 
event at the official home of President Isaac 
“Bougie” and Michal Herzog. The event 
was organized by my good friend Beni Gur, 
and included a gathering of the Chief Rab-
bis of Israel, the Posek of the OU and Rosh 
Yeshiva of Yeshiva University, Rav Hershel 
Schachter, Chief Rabbi of the IDF, Colonel 
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Eyal Karim, Supreme Court Judge, Noam 
Solberg, and many other leaders of Jewish 
organizations. Together we gathered to cel-
ebrate the Encyclopedia Talmudit, listening 
to keynote speakers discussing topics 
within the many volumes that related to 
their work. 

The event came to a close at 1:19 pm, 
which for me meant that I would miss the 
1:20 pm Mincha at the OU Israel Center (the 
best minyan in town!). I approached Beni 
Gur to get his help in gathering a minyan 
and we quickly found ourselves with over 
20 people, including Rav Schachter, Rav 
Yosef Zvi Rimon, Rav Yigal Shafran, Rav 
Meir Goldwicht, and many others.

With a minyan in place, we were about 
to set off to find a quiet corner where we 
could daven. But as we began organizing 
ourselves, an official staff member of the 
President came over to ask if we wanted 
to daven mincha. He explained that there 
is an official shul in the President’s house 
where it would be most appropriate for us 
to daven. The shul he referred to was truly 
beautiful. From its ornate Aron Kodesh to 
the stately Bimah and lavish chairs and the 
Presidential symbol prominently placed all 
over. 

I couldn’t help but remember the Cha-
nukah party I attended at the White House, 
after which we were offered a side room 
in which to daven, that featured a prom-
inent Xmas tree in its center. But here 
I stood, davening beside Torah giants, 
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feeling so fortunate to live in a country 
that has a beautiful shul on the premises 
of the President’s house. It was yet another 
opportunity for me to thank HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu for the zechus of having our 
own state that embraces Torah values. It 
was a very special mincha.

Over the last 74 years the Jewish nation 
has had the tremendous historic opportu-
nity of establishing itself in Eretz Yisrael. 
Among the many institutions that were 
founded to care for the residents of this 
holy Land, OU Israel’s staff for the past 
42 years has remained dedicated to our 
mission of inspiring the English speaking 
population in Israel. Creating programs, 
shiurim and publications like Torah Tidbits 
to strengthen our foundation and inspire 
future generations. 

But we cannot do it without your help. 
Currently, OU Israel is running an UpReach-
ing campaign to give you the opportunity 
to support our efforts as we look for new 
ways to inspire one another. The campaign 
will end on January 9. Since the campaign 
started, we received endless beautiful let-
ters of gratitude, two of which I’ll share 
with you anonymously. 

Dear Rabbi Berman, Shabbat is not the 
same without [Torah Tidbits]. Thank you 
and all who contribute to Torah Tidbits’ 

informative and inspiring contents. יישר כח 

 ובריאות איתנה

I could never repay monetarily for all OU 
Israel has provided me. I’m sure we’ll con-
tinue to be mutually beneficial.

I thank you in advance for your dona-
tions, for those of you that haven’t given 
yet you can find the donation page on the 
OU Israel website or via https://upreach-
ing.com/ouisrael/stronger-together or call 
Ita Rochel. With your appreciation and 
support of Torah Tidbits and the OU Israel 
Center, we can continue in our mission to 
help inspire Klal Yisrael. 

Thank you very much!
Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 

Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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