
ISSUE 1450  JAN 8TH '22   ו' שבט תשפ"ב

PARSHAT BO

ב"ה

 OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100  |   TorahTidbits.com  |   ADVERTISING 02- 560-9125 

פרשת בא

YERUSHALAYIM IN/OUT TIMES FOR SHABBAT PARSHAT BO
Candles 4:15PM • Havdala 5:32PM • Rabbeinu Tam 6:09PM

בעבור זה עשה ה' לי 
בצאתי ממצרים

שמות פרק י"ג, פסוק ח'

Dear Torah Tidbits 
Family
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
page 4

Bikur Cholim by  
Electronic Means
Rabbi Daniel Mann
Dayan, Eretz Hemdah
page 54

LAST CALL!LAST CALL!Join our campaign  
Join our campaign  to support Torah  
to support Torah  learning and  learning and  programming!  
programming!  See back coverSee back cover

ISSUE 1447  DEC 18 TH '21   י"ד כסלו תשפ"ב

PARSHAT VAYECHI  - SHABBAT CHAZAK

ב"ה

 OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100  |  
 TorahTidbits.com  |   ADVERTISING 02- 560-9125 

פרשת ויחי

YERUSHALAYIM IN/OUT TIMES FOR SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYECHI

Candles 4:02PM • Havdala 5:18PM • Rabbeinu Tam 5:56PM

בקרב הארץוידגו לרב 
בראשית מ"ח, פסוק  ט"ז

Dear Torah Tidbits 
FamilyRabbi Avi Berman 

Executive Director, OU Israel

page 4

Moving Potted Plants 

During Shemitah, P 2   

Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Director, The Gustave &  

Carol Jacobs Center  
For Kashrut Education

Page 42



2     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

TABLE OF CONTENTS

04Dear Torah Tidbits Family     
Rabbi Avi Berman 

06Aliya By Aliya Sedra Summary                                    
Rabbi Reuven Tradburks 

12Tell Me a Story  
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

16Telling the Story 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt"l

22Probing The Prophets  
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

24Who Goes to Worship Hashem? 
Rabbi Shalom Rosner

26Positive Posits  
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

28Yud Shvat  
Rabbi Judah Mischel

32OU Israel                                               
Schedule

40A Money Wire to Yerushalayim 
Rabbi Moshe Taragin

44Planting Indoors During Shemitah 
Rabbi Ezra Friedman

46Simchat Shmuel  
Rabbi Sam Shor

48OU Israel Parenting Column
Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD

50The Y- Files Weekly Comic
Netanel Epstein

52Time In Your Hands  
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

54Bikur Cholim by Electronic Means  
Rabbi Daniel Mann

  רצה56
Rebbetzin Zemira Ozarowski

58Reporting Allegations of Abuse 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

62Torah 4 Teens By Teens  
Meron Nemirov // Yechezkel Eis

*Menachem Persoff's & Rabbi Yeres' Divrei Torah, Haftorah 
and Stats and Mitzvot can be found at  
www.torahtidbits.com

HELPFUL REMINDERS:
KIDDUSH LEVANA
Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad 5 Shevat/ Thur. night Jan. 6
7 Days After Molad 9 Shevat/ Mon. night Jan. 10
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until 16 Shevat/ Mon. night  
Jan. 17, until 7:44 pm



OU ISRAEL CENTER         3

Seymour J. Abrams • Orthodox 
Union Jerusalem World Cen-
ter  • Avrom Silver Jerusalem 
College for Adults • Wolinetz 
Family Shul  • Makom BaLev • 
Birthright •  Yachad • NCSY 
in Israel • JLIC in Israel • Pearl 
& Harold M. Jacobs ZULA Out-
reach Center • The Jack Gindi Oraita Program • 
OU Israel Kashrut

OU Israel, Torah Tidbits does not endorse the political or 
halachic positions of its editor, columnists or advertisers, nor 
guarantee the quality of advertised services or products. Nor 
do we endorse the kashrut of hotels, restaurants, caterers or 
food products that are advertised in TT (except, of course, 
those under OU-Israel hashgacha). Any "promises" made in 
ads are the sole responsibility of the advertisers and not that 
of OU Israel, the OU Israel Center , Torah Tidbits.

ZVI SAND, PRESIDENT, OU ISRAEL
Yitzchak Fund, Former President, OU Israel 
Rabbi Emanuel Quint z”l, Senior Vice President |  
Prof. Meni Koslowsky, Vice President 
VAAD MEMBERS: 
Dr. Michael Elman | Stuart Hershkowitz | Moshe 
Kempinski | Sandy Kestenbaum |  Harvey Wolinetz 
RABBI AVI BERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU 
ISRAEL
David Katz, CFO, OU Israel | Chaim Pelzner, Director 
of Programs, OU Israel | Rabbi Sam Shor, Director 
of Programs, OU Israel Center Rabbi Sholom Gold, 
Dean, Avrom Silver Jerusalem College for Adults 
22 Keren HaYesod <> POB 37015 <> Jerusalem 
91370
phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 566-0156
email: office@ouisrael.org 
website: www.ouisrael.org
Founders and initial benefactors of the OU Israel 
Center: George and Ilse Falk a"h

AND HAVDALA T IMES   
CANDLE LIGHTING

OU Kashrut  NCSY  Jewish Action  JLIC NJCD / Yachad / Our Way  OU West Coast  
OU Press  Synagogue/Community Services  OU Advocacy  OU Israel
MOISHE BANE, PRESIDENT OF THE ORTHODOX UNION Mitchel Aeder, Chairman of 
the Board, Orthodox Union | Esther Williams, OU Israel Chair | Gary Torgow, Chair, OU 

Kashrus Commission
RABBI MOSHE HAUER, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT Rabbi Joshua M. Joseph, Ed.D. Executive Vice President 
& Chief Operating Officer  | Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus  | Shlomo Schwartz, Chief Financial 
Officer | Lenny Bessler, Chief Human Resources Officer
OU KOSHER: Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO/Rabbinic Administrator OU Kosher | Rabbi Moshe Elefant, COO/Exec-
utive Rabbinic Coordinator ISRAEL: Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbinic Administrator | Rabbi Ezra Friedman, 
The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education/Rabbinic Field Representative
Headquarters: 11 Broadway, New York, NY 10004 212-563-4000  website: www.ou.org

Editor Emeritus: Phil Chernofsky
Editor: Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider | aarong@ouisrael.org
Advertising: Ita Rochel  | 02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org
Website: www.ou.org/torah/tt  | www.torahtidbits.com

Not getting enough TTs? Too many? None at all?                                               
Contact our distribution 050-577-2111 • ttdist@ouisrael.org

TImes According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities, 
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)

Torah Tidbits and many of the 
projects of OU Israel are assisted 
by grants from THE JERUSALEM 
MUNICIPALITY

BESHALACHHAVDALABOCANDLES
HavdalaCandles5:32Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim4:15 5:374:21
5:404:395:34Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)4:33
5:384:405:32Beit Shemesh / RBS4:34
5:384:375:32Gush Etzion 4:31
5:384:375:32Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 4:31
5:384:375:32Modi’in / Chashmona’im 4:31
5:384:375:32Netanya4:31
5:404:395:34Be’er Sheva4:33
5:394:385:33Rehovot4:32
5:384:215:32Petach Tikva 4:15
5:374:365:31Ginot Shomron4:30
5:364:255:31Haifa / Zichron4:19
5:364:355:31Gush Shiloh 4:29
5:384:375:33Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 4:31
5:374:365:32Giv’at Ze’ev 4:30
5:384:375:32Chevron / Kiryat Arba4:31
5:404:395:34Ashkelon4:33
5:394:385:33Yad Binyamin4:32
5:344:285:28Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden4:22
5:344:335:28Golan4:27

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:09PM • next week - 6:15pm

JERUSALEM 
Ranges 11 days Wed.- Shabbat 
Jan. 5-15 / 3-13 Shvat
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 5:45
Sunrise 6:40 - 6:39
Sof Zman Kriat Shema 9:12 - 9:14
Magen Avraham 8:33 - 8:35
Sof Zman Tefila                     10:03 - 10:05 
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya) 
Chatzot (Halachic Noon) 11:44 - 11:48
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha) 12:14 - 12:18
Plag Mincha 3:45 - 3:53
Sunset (Including Elevation) 4:54 - 5:02

OTHER
Z'MANIM



4     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

As a Jew who is privileged to 
live in Eretz Yisrael, I often 
come across moments in 
which I marvel at the zechus 
of living in a Jewish state. 

This week I was invited to participate in 
the 75th anniversary for the Encyclopedia 
Talmudit, an encyclopedia that provides a 
comprehensive presentation of all halachic 
subjects within the Talmud in alphabetical 
order. Founded by Rabbi Shlomo Yosef 
Zevin and Rabbi Yehoshua Hutner, the 
Encyclopedia Talmudit has become a stan-
dard reference used in Yeshivot around the 
world. With continued publication over 
the years by Yad HaRav Herzog publishing 
group under the leadership of Rabbi Pro-
fessor Avraham Steinberg, they produced 
the 48th volume just last week - a tremen-
dous achievement! 

In honor of the 75th anniversary, Rabbi 
Professor Steinberg hosted a celebratory 
event at the official home of President Isaac 
“Bougie” and Michal Herzog. The event 
was organized by my good friend Beni Gur, 
and included a gathering of the Chief Rab-
bis of Israel, the Posek of the OU and Rosh 
Yeshiva of Yeshiva University, Rav Hershel 
Schachter, Chief Rabbi of the IDF, Colonel 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Eyal Karim, Supreme Court Judge, Noam 
Solberg, and many other leaders of Jewish 
organizations. Together we gathered to cel-
ebrate the Encyclopedia Talmudit, listening 
to keynote speakers discussing topics 
within the many volumes that related to 
their work. 

The event came to a close at 1:19 pm, 
which for me meant that I would miss the 
1:20 pm Mincha at the OU Israel Center (the 
best minyan in town!). I approached Beni 
Gur to get his help in gathering a minyan 
and we quickly found ourselves with over 
20 people, including Rav Schachter, Rav 
Yosef Zvi Rimon, Rav Yigal Shafran, Rav 
Meir Goldwicht, and many others.

With a minyan in place, we were about 
to set off to find a quiet corner where we 
could daven. But as we began organizing 
ourselves, an official staff member of the 
President came over to ask if we wanted 
to daven mincha. He explained that there 
is an official shul in the President’s house 
where it would be most appropriate for us 
to daven. The shul he referred to was truly 
beautiful. From its ornate Aron Kodesh to 
the stately Bimah and lavish chairs and the 
Presidential symbol prominently placed all 
over. 

I couldn’t help but remember the Cha-
nukah party I attended at the White House, 
after which we were offered a side room 
in which to daven, that featured a prom-
inent Xmas tree in its center. But here 
I stood, davening beside Torah giants, 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Condolences to
Ruby Ray Karzen and family

 on the passing of  her older sister 
Judy Ray Levin a"h

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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feeling so fortunate to live in a country 
that has a beautiful shul on the premises 
of the President’s house. It was yet another 
opportunity for me to thank HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu for the zechus of having our 
own state that embraces Torah values. It 
was a very special mincha.

Over the last 74 years the Jewish nation 
has had the tremendous historic opportu-
nity of establishing itself in Eretz Yisrael. 
Among the many institutions that were 
founded to care for the residents of this 
holy Land, OU Israel’s staff for the past 
42 years has remained dedicated to our 
mission of inspiring the English speaking 
population in Israel. Creating programs, 
shiurim and publications like Torah Tidbits 
to strengthen our foundation and inspire 
future generations. 

But we cannot do it without your help. 
Currently, OU Israel is running an UpReach-
ing campaign to give you the opportunity 
to support our efforts as we look for new 
ways to inspire one another. The campaign 
will end on January 9. Since the campaign 
started, we received endless beautiful let-
ters of gratitude, two of which I’ll share 
with you anonymously. 

Dear Rabbi Berman, Shabbat is not the 
same without [Torah Tidbits]. Thank you 
and all who contribute to Torah Tidbits’ 

informative and inspiring contents. יישר כח 

 ובריאות איתנה

I could never repay monetarily for all OU 
Israel has provided me. I’m sure we’ll con-
tinue to be mutually beneficial.

I thank you in advance for your dona-
tions, for those of you that haven’t given 
yet you can find the donation page on the 
OU Israel website or via https://upreach-
ing.com/ouisrael/stronger-together or call 
Ita Rochel. With your appreciation and 
support of Torah Tidbits and the OU Israel 
Center, we can continue in our mission to 
help inspire Klal Yisrael. 

Thank you very much!
Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 

Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

May the Torah learning this week  
be in loving memory of

our beloved sister
Harriet Shrybman Partovi a''h
חנה דבורה בת שרה ויוסף בער ע"ה

on her recent passing
beloved twin brother

Michael L. Shrybman z"l
משה לייב בן יוסף בער ז"ל

Moshe Leib ben Yosef Baer z"l
on his 11th yahrzheit

dear cousin
Matthew S. Silverberg z"l

מאיר זלמן בן גודל פסח ז"ל
on his 8th Yahrzheit

Malka and Avraham Shrybman

Remembering our dear Mother,  
Grandmother & Great-Grandmother

Malka Gordon a"h
שפרה מלכה  בת  יוסף ע"ה

on  her 13th yahrzeit
שבת קודש - ו' שבט

The  Gordon Family



6     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

The 8th and 9th plagues occur. Before the 
10th, death of the first born, the mitzvot of 
Korban Pesach and of Matza are given. The 
first-born die. The Jews are sent out of Egypt.  
Mitzvot are given to commemorate the 
momentous event of the Exodus from Egypt.

1st aliya (10:1-11) The eighth 
plague: locusts. Moshe and 
Aharon come to Paro: locusts 

will swarm, eating all vegetation left from 
the hail. They leave. Paro’s advisors warn 
him that Egypt is heading to destruction. 
Moshe and Aharon are brought back. Paro 
says: go and serve your G-d. Who is going?  
Moshe replies: young, old, men, women, 
animals. Paro refuses: only men. And 
sends them out. 

The plagues have patterns. One pattern 

KI TEITZEI in these last plagues seems to be a rever-
sal of creation. Back in the creation story, 
light is created on day 1. The heavens on 
day 2. The land and vegetation on day 3. 
In reverse: the locusts eat all the vegetation 
on the land. They swarm from the sky. In 
darkness, Moshe lifts his staff to the sky.  
And then; no light. As if the world of Egypt 
is unraveling back to chaos.

2nd aliya (10:12-23) The east 
wind brings in the locusts. 
They darken the earth, eating 

all vegetation.  Paro quickly calls Moshe 
and Aharon: I have sinned to G-d your G-d. 
Pray to remove this death from me. Moshe 
does.  The wind brings the locusts back to 
the sea.  Paro does not send the people out. 
The 9th plague: 3 days of darkness.  There is 
light for the Jews.

While we shouldn’t have a favorite 
child, we can have a favorite plague. Kids 
like frogs. My favorite is darkness. For what 
it says about the Jews. If it is dark in Egypt 
for 3 days – oh yea, why 3 days? None of the 
other plagues tell us how long they lasted.  
Why did the darkness last 3 days? Where 
else in this story does 3 days come up?  

Moshe asked Paro to allow the Jews to 
go 3 days journey into the desert to serve 
G-d.  If it’s dark for 3 days – perfect – leave, 
go the 3 days and by the time the lights 
come on, the Jewish people are at the Sea. 
Why didn’t they leave under cover of 3 days 
of darkness?

Because the story is not the Jews march 
to freedom. A freedom march would have 
a charismatic leader, who rallies the people 
to fight the injustices done to them, leading 
a people who yearn to gain their freedom.  
But that is not the story. The Jews are in 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BO

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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Egypt hundreds of years. No insurrection.  
Moshe is 80 when called for his mission – 
kind of late in life to lead your people. But 
leading the people is not his idea; it’s thrust 
upon him. He refuses. Moshe is not a char-
ismatic leader, a smooth rhetorical speaker, 
a master legislator.  

The story of the Exodus is His story. He 
chooses Moshe, against his will, to be his 
pawn. And look at the Jews – they could 
have run for it – but they are not freedom 
marchers. They leave completely by the 
will of G-d, not their own wiles. When they 
had the chance to run – they didn’t. The 
reluctant leader and the passive followers 
mean only one thing: their redemption was 
not their own doing, but His doing.

3rd aliya (10:24-11:3) Paro 
calls Moshe: Go serve G-d, 
even your babies. Just leave 

the animals behind. Moshe replies: we 
need to take them – we don’t know what to 
offer til we get there. Paro: don’t ever see 
me again or you will die. G-d tells Moshe 
that after the next plague they will go free. 
And the Egyptians will equip the people 
with gold and silver.

Justice is a central theme of the Torah. 
The injustice of the slavery must be righted 
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A contribution was made by  
Gail & Norman Brainin  

in memory of  
Meyer Weitz z"l

who enjoyed reading Torah Tidbits 
and was an avid supporter  

of  the OU and its Torah programs
Sincere condolences to the  

Weitz, Goldberg, and Stern families
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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– hence the promise that the Egyptians will 
give gold and silver, a small righting of the 
wrong of the slavery.

4th aliya (11:4-12:20) Moshe 
tells Paro of the impending 
plague of the first-born. Your 

people will plead with us to leave. Moshe 
leaves angrily. G-d tells him that Paro will 
not listen. Moshe and Aharon are given the 
instructions for the Korban Pesach: on the 
10th of the month take a lamb for the family, 
guard it until the 14th, the entire Jewish peo-
ple shall offer it, consume it at night roasted 
with Matza and Maror, with your staff in 
your hand, shoes on your feet. Meanwhile 
I will smite all first born at midnight. This 
day and its celebration will be marked eter-
nally. 7 days eat Matza; no chametz shall be 
eaten for 7 days.

Matza is to be eaten on the night of the 
exodus – before midnight. But I thought we 
eat Matza because of the haste of the exo-
dus? That doesn’t happen til tomorrow. Rav 
Menachem Liebtag points out that the seder 
on the night of the exodus is an anti-Egypt 
dinner. Animals are sacred – we roast one. 
And bread that rises is an Egyptian develop-
ment. All bread in these parts is flatbread 
– pitas, laffa. Bread in fancy bread molds is 
Egyptian. So, at the seder in Egypt – no fancy 
Egyptian bread, just Matza.

5th aliya (12:21-28) Moshe 
instructs the people in the 
Pesach, including marking 

their doors with its blood. You are not to 
leave your home on that night. This holiday 
will be observed forever; when you get to 
the land, observe it. Your children will ask 
you why; tell them because G-d passed over 
our homes. The people hearing these 

Keep your 
money in 
good health.

Invest in medical real 
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instructions bow and go and do exactly as 
G-d commanded Moshe and Aharon.

Imagine the faith necessary to follow 
these instructions. Ok, G-d has promised 
that the first-born Egyptians will be smit-
ten on the 15th at midnight. And with that, 
we will go free. But for slaves to brazenly 
prepare to slaughter the sacred animals of 
Egypt, not on one day, but take it and guard 
it for 4 days, offer it, roast it. Why roasting 
on an open fire? I don’t know, I speculate, 
but, well, you can’t hide the smell of a bar-
becue. The whole neighborhood enjoys 
it. The Jews are commanded to celebrate, 
unashamed, on full display, burning what 
is sacred to the Egyptians, right in their 
faces – before they go free!  

And to magnify the confidence, the 
faith, the assurance, know that you will 
observe this forever. Before the exodus 
happens, they are planning to celebrate it 
forever.  That is confidence. Faith.  

When Moshe instructs the people, they 
did exactly as G-d commanded.  Wow.

6th aliya (12:29-51) At mid-
night, all the first-born in 
Egypt die.  Paro calls Moshe 

and Aharon and orders them to leave to 
serve G-d. Quickly, so all of Egypt is not smit-
ten. 600,000 adult men were amongst the 
Jews who left Egypt.  The dough was baked 
as Matza as they could not wait for it to rise. 
The sojourn in Egypt was 430 years. G-d tells 
Moshe and Aharon the rules of the Pesach 
offering: only circumcised slaves, not 
employees, the whole people, don’t take it 
out of the home, one rule for all the people.  

Tbe Exodus from Egypt is a core belief: 
that G-d shapes Jewish history, with a yad 
chazaka and an outstretched arm. We 
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believe in an all-powerful G-d. Who gave 
us the Torah.  But Who, in addition, has a 
plan. He intervened in the affairs of man, 
brought us to Him. G-d’s Hand in history 
has too often, in fact most often, been 
obscured from our view. Where is He lead-
ing us, how is He guiding us?  

We, the privileged generation, oh, how 
privileged, we, who have returned to our 
Land, we are truly privileged; because 
when we read of His Yad Hachazaka and 
His Zroa Netuya, His strong hand and out-
stretched arm – we can give a nod, yes, 
affirm, that He does guide our people, does 
intervene in our history.

7th aliya (13:1-16) G-d com-
mands: all first-born people 
and animals of the Jewish 

people shall be holy to Me. Moshe tells the 
people: remember this day, for on it G-d 
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took you out of slavery with a strong Hand.  
When you come to the land of Israel, 
observe this: eat matza 7 days, rid the house 
of chametz, tell your children that it is for 
this that G-d took us out of Egypt. And bind 
them as a sign on your arm and remem-
brance between your eyes. Every first-born 
animal is a dedicated offering. When your 
child asks what is this, tell them that G-d 
took us out of Egypt. Bind this as a sign on 
your hand and a guide between your eyes, 
as G-d took us out with a strong hand.

The story of the Exodus need be 
remembered in its details through Mitz-
vot.  Including binding tefilin on our hand, 
our weaker arm, for He has the strong arm, 
and on our heads. For all our actions and 
all our aspirations, for all of history, need 
be guided by that story of His love, taking 
us to be His beloved. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Tell Me a 
Story

Since back in early autumn, when we 
began reading the Book of Genesis in the 
synagogue, we have been reading one long 
story. It has been a very dramatic story, 
extending over many centuries. It began 
with the creation of man, and proceeded 
with the narrative of the transformation of 
a small family into a large nation.

For the past several weeks, the plot has 
thickened. That nation became cruelly 
enslaved. In this week’s Torah portion, 
Parshat Bo (Exodus 10:1-13:16), the story 
takes a suspenseful turn. We sense that the 
redemption from slavery is imminent. But 
before redemption begins, the narrative is 
interrupted.

The Torah shifts gears. It is no longer a 
story that we hear, but a set of God given 
commands: “This month…shall be the first 
of the months of the year for you. Each 
member of the community shall take a 

lamb…Your lamb shall be without blem-
ish…You shall keep watch over it until the 
fourteenth day of this month and…slaugh-
ter it at twilight, eat the flesh that same 
night…not eat any of it raw…not leave any 
of it over until morning.” (Exodus 12:1-10)

Whereas the novice reader of the Torah 
is jolted by this drastic transition from the 
narrative mode to a set of laws, Rashi and 
Ramban were not surprised by this sud-
den shift. They wondered why the Torah 
would focus at such length on storytelling 
and not proceed directly to this passage of 
ritual law.

“Is the Torah a story book?” they ask. “Is 
it not, rather, a set of instructions for ritual 
and ethical behavior?” They each answer 
these questions differently, but both con-
clude that much of the Torah, perhaps even 
most of it, is one long and fascinating story.

Why does a book designed to teach the 
reader about proper religious belief and 
practice take the form of a narrative?

I think that the reason is quite simple. 
The Torah recognizes the power of the 
story to influence the minds and hearts of 
men. An author who wishes to profoundly 
impact his reader will do well to choose the 
narrative mode over other modes of com-
munication. In secular terms, a good novel 
is more powerful than the best law book.

Taking note of this important lesson 
enables us to understand an otherwise puz-
zling phenomenon. Despite the fact that the 

לזכר נשמת
Bina bas Beryl Dov Hacohen a"h

on her 15th yahrzeit  
May her neshama have an aliya

Baruch and Yehudit Francis
Roni Francis-Stein
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Mazal Tov to
Cindy & Israel Wiesel

and Ruchie & Jonathan Usprich  
and families  

on the recent marriage of their 
children - Dafna & Eli

Exodus from Egypt was, and remains, the 
central experience of Jewish history, there 
were at least two Jews who were alive at the 
time of the Exodus who did not experience 
it directly. I refer to Gershom and Eliezer, 
the two sons of Moses. They remained 
behind in Midian when Moses struggled 
with Pharaoh. They did not witness the 
ten plagues. They missed the thrilling flight 
from Egyptian bondage. They did not per-
sonally experience the wondrous miracle 
of the splitting of the Red Sea. They were 
brought back to Moses by their maternal 
grandfather Yitro, so it is not at all clear 
whether they were even present at Mount 
Sinai when the Torah was given.

The early twentieth century Chassidic 
master, Rabbi Yehoshua of Belz, wonders 
about this puzzling fact. His answer is a 
most instructive one: God wanted Moses 
to tell his sons the story of the Exodus. He 
wanted Moses to be the storyteller par 
excellence, the one who would model sto-
rytelling for every subsequent father in 
Jewish history. Gershom and Eliezer were 
denied witnessing the Exodus because 
God wanted them to serve as the first 
Jewish children who would only hear its 
story; who would not know the real-life 
experience of the Exodus but only hear its 
narrative told to them by their father.

This, teaches the Belzer Rebbe, is the 
simple meaning of the verse in this week’s 

Torah portion: “…So that you (singular in 
the Hebrew) may tell the story, in the ears 
of your son and son’s son, of how I made 
a mockery of the Egyptians and how I dis-
played My signs among them—in order that 
you may know that I am the Lord” (Exodus 
10:2). The singular “you” at the beginning 
of the verse, explains the Rebbe, refers to 
Moses himself. He is to tell the story to each 
of his sons individually, because he is the 
only father then alive whose sons would 
hear the story of the Exodus second hand. 
In this manner, Moses set the stage for all 
subsequent Jewish fathers. A Jewish father 
must be a storyteller!

A good story’s power is familiar to all of 
us. The secret of the Chassidic movement’s 
success was not its texts or teachings, but 
the inspiring stories it told to its early 
adherents. To this day, Chassidim maintain 
the tradition of storytelling in their melava 
malka, or post-Shabbat repast, every week.

Personally, I long ago became familiar 
with an approach to psychotherapy called 
narrative therapy, in which the patient uses 
his or her own personal narrative as the 
basis for curative change. My favorite men-
tor would emphasize that when a therapist 
first encounters a patient, his opening ques-
tion should not be, “What’s your problem,”  
but rather, “Please tell me your story.”

As I reflect upon those of my teachers 
who left a lasting impression upon me, 
I recall the fact that they all told stories. 
Indeed, I remember those stories better 
than the academic lessons they taught me.

I remember a youth group leader 
named Shmuli who told us stories and gave 
us cupcakes every Shabbat afternoon. I 
later learned that he obtained those stories 
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from an early Chabad publication entitled 
Talks and Tales. Those tales left me with a 
taste for religion that even surpassed the 
taste of those delicious cupcakes.

I remember my seventh-grade teacher 
who read us the stories of William Saroyan 
at the end of each class, laying the foun-
dation for my abiding love of literature. 
And, of course, there were the stories my 
unforgettable Talmud teacher told us about 
the heroes of rabbinic history, which ulti-
mately inspired me to pursue a career in 
the rabbinate.

Frankly, I fear that storytelling is 
becoming a lost art with the rapid change 
of our modes of communication. Grossly 
abbreviated electronic messages have 
replaced the face-to-face encounters that 
are essential for storytelling. The absence 
of the good story will effect personal devel-
opment negatively and will impede the 
spiritual development of our children and 
grandchildren.

For me, Torah is but the most outstand-
ing of the many stories which shaped my 
Jewish identity. I can think of only one 
modality that rivals the narrative as a 
basis for emotional growth. That modality 
is music. But space limits me to describing 
the narrative nature of the Torah in this col-
umn. I will reserve my take on the Torah 
as music for another Person in the Parsha 
column.

Watch for it. 
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Telling the 
Story

Go to Washington and take a tour of 
the memorials and you will make a fas-
cinating discovery. Begin at the Lincoln 
Memorial with its giant statue of the man 
who braved civil war and presided over the 
ending of slavery. On one side you will see 
the Gettysburg Address, that masterpiece of 
brevity with its invocation of “a new birth of 
freedom.” On the other is the great Second 
Inaugural with its message of healing: “With 
malice toward none, with charity for all, 
with firmness in the right as God gives us to 
see the right…” Walk down to the Potomac 
basin and you see the Martin Luther King 
Memorial with its sixteen quotes from the 
great fighter for civil rights, among them his 
1963 statement, “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate, only love can do that.” And 

giving its name to the monument as a whole, 
a sentence from the I Have a Dream speech, 
“Out of the Mountain of Despair, a Stone of 
Hope.”

Continue along the tree-lined avenue 
bordering the water and you arrive at the 
Roosevelt Memorial, constructed as a series 
of six spaces, one for each decade of his 
public career, each with a passage from one 
of the defining speeches of the time, most 
famously, “We have nothing to fear but fear 
itself.”

Lastly, bordering the Basin at its south-
ern edge, is a Greek temple dedicated to 
the author of the American Declaration of 
Independence, Thomas Jefferson. Around 
the dome are the words he wrote to Ben-
jamin Rush: “I have sworn upon the altar 
of God eternal hostility against every form 
of tyranny over the mind of man.” Defin-
ing the circular space are four panels, each 
with lengthy quotations from Jefferson’s 
writings, one from the Declaration itself, 
another beginning, “Almighty God hath 
created the mind free,” and a third “God 
who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the lib-
erties of a nation be secure when we have 
removed a conviction that these liberties are 
the gift of God?”

Each of these four monuments is built 
around texts, and each tells a story.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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Now compare the monuments in Lon-
don, most conspicuously those in Parliament 
Square. The memorial to former Prime 
Minister David Lloyd George contains three 
words: David Lloyd George. The one to Nel-
son Mandela has two: Nelson Mandela, and 
the Winston Churchill memorial just one: 
Churchill. Winston Churchill was a man of 
words, in his early life a journalist, later a 
historian, author of almost fifty books. He 
won the Nobel Prize not for Peace but for 
Literature. He delivered as many speeches 
and coined as many unforgettable sentences 
as Jefferson or Lincoln, Roosevelt or Martin 
Luther King Jr., but none of his utterances is 
engraved on the plinth beneath his statue. 
He is memorialised only by his name.

The difference between the American 
and British monuments is unmistakable, 
and the reason is that Britain and the 
United States have a quite different political 
and moral culture. England is, or was until 
recently, a tradition-based society. In such 
societies, things are as they are because that 
is how they were “since time immemorial.” 
It is unnecessary to ask why. Those who 
belong, know. Those who need to ask, show 
thereby that they don’t belong.

American society is different because 
from the Pilgrim Fathers onward it was 
based on the concept of covenant as set out 
in Tanach, especially in Exodus and Deuter-
onomy. The early settlers were Puritans, in 
the Calvinist tradition, the closest Christian-
ity came to basing its politics on the Hebrew 
Bible. Covenantal societies are not based on 
tradition. The Puritans, like the Israelites 
three thousand years earlier, were revolu-
tionaries, attempting to create a new type 
of society, one unlike Egypt or, in the case 
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generations began, are fundamental to the 
ethos of such a society. A covenanted nation 
is not simply there because it is there. It is 
there to fulfil a moral vision. That is what 
led G. K. Chesterton to call the United States 
a nation “with the soul of a church,”2 the 
only one in the world “founded on a creed”3 
(Chesterton’s antisemitism prevented him 
from crediting the true source of America’s 
political philosophy, the Hebrew Bible).

The history of storytelling as an essential 
part of moral education begins in this week’s 
parsha. It is quite extraordinary how, on the 
brink of the Exodus, Moses three times turns 
to the future and to the duty of parents to 
educate their children about the story that 
was shortly to unfold: “When your children 
ask you, ‘What is this service to you?’ you 
shall answer, ‘It is the Passover service to 
God. He passed over the houses of the Israel-
ites in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians, 
sparing our homes” (Ex. 12:25-27). “On that 
day, you shall tell your child, ‘It is because 
of this that God acted for me when I left 
Egypt’” (Ex. 13:8). “Your child may later ask 
you, ‘What is this?’ You shall answer them, 
‘With a show of power, God brought us out 
of Egypt, the place of slavery’ (Ex. 13:14).

This is truly extraordinary. The Israel-
ites have not yet emerged into the dazzling 
light of freedom. They are still slaves. Yet 
already Moses is directing their minds to the 
far horizon of the future and giving them 
the responsibility of passing on their story 
to succeeding generations. It is as if Moses 
were saying: Forget where you came from 

2  What I Saw in America (New York: 
Dodd, Mead and Company, 1922), p. 10.
3  Ibid., 7.

of America, England. Michael Walzer called 
his book on the politics of the seventeenth 
century Puritans, The Revolution of the 
Saints.1 They were trying to overthrow the 
tradition that gave absolute power to kings 
and maintained established hierarchies of 
class.

Covenantal societies always represent a 
conscious new beginning by a group of peo-
ple dedicated to an ideal. The story of the 
founders, the journey they made, the obsta-
cles they had to overcome and the vision 
that drove them are essential elements of a 
covenantal culture. Retelling the story, hand-
ing it onto one’s children, and dedicating 
oneself to continuing the work that earlier 

1  The Revolution of the Saints: A Study in 
the Origins of Radical Politics (Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press, 1965).
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and why, and you will eventually lose your 
identity, your continuity and your raison 
d’etre. You will come to think of yourself 
as the mere member of a nation among 
nations, one ethnicity among many. Forget 
the story of freedom and you will eventually 
lose freedom itself.

Rarely indeed have philosophers writ-
ten on the importance of storytelling for the 
moral life. Yet that is how we become the 
people we are. The great exception among 
modern philosophers has been Alasdair 
MacIntyre, who wrote, in his classic After 
Virtue, “I can only answer the question 
‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior 
question ‘Of what story or stories do I find 
myself a part?’” Deprive children of stories, 
says MacIntyre, and you leave them “anx-
ious stutterers in their actions as in their 
words.”4 

No one understood this more clearly 
than Moses, who knew that without a spe-
cific identity it is almost impossible not to 
lapse into whatever is the current idolatry 
of the age – rationalism, idealism, national-
ism, fascism, communism, postmodernism, 
relativism, individualism, hedonism, or con-
sumerism, to name only the most recent. 
The alternative, a society based on tradition 
alone, crumbles as soon as respect for tradi-
tion dies, which it always does at some stage 
or another.

Identity, which is always particular, is 
based on story, the narrative that links me 
to the past, guides me in the present, and 

4  See Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue: 
A Study in Moral Theory (Notre Dame, IN: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 2007), p. 
216.
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places on me responsibility for the future. 
And no story, at least in the West, was more 
influential than that of the Exodus, the mem-
ory that the Supreme Power intervened in 
history to liberate the supremely powerless, 
together with the covenant that followed 
whereby the Israelites bound themselves 
to God in a promise to create a society that 
would be the opposite of Egypt, where indi-
viduals were respected as the image of God, 
where one day in seven all hierarchies of 
power were suspended, and where dignity 
and justice were accessible to all. We never 
quite reached that ideal state, but we never 
ceased to travel toward it and believed it was 
there at journey’s end.

“The Jews have always had stories for 
the rest of us,” said the BBC’s political corre-
spondent, Andrew Marr.5 God created man, 
Elie Wiesel once wrote, because God loves 
stories.6 What other cultures have done 
through systems, Jews have done through 
stories. And in Judaism, the stories are not 
engraved in stone on memorials, magnifi-
cent though that is. They are told at home, 

5  Andrew Marr, The Observer, Sunday, 
14th May 2000.
6  The Gates of the Forest (New York: Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston), preface.

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

around the table, from parents to children 
as the gift of the past to the future. That is 
how storytelling in Judaism was devolved, 
domesticated, and democratised.

Only the most basic elements of morality 
are universal: “thin” abstractions like justice 
or liberty tend to mean different things to 
different people in different places and dif-
ferent times. But if we want our children 
and our society to be moral, we need a col-
lective story that tells us where we came 
from and what our task is in the world. The 
story of the Exodus, especially as told on 
Pesach at the Seder table, is always the same 
yet ever-changing, an almost infinite set of 
variations on a single set of themes that we 
all internalise in ways that are unique to us, 
yet we all share as members of the same his-
torically extended community.

There are stories that ennoble, and 
others that stultify, leaving us prisoners of 
ancient grievances or impossible ambitions. 
The Jewish story is in its way the oldest of 
all, yet ever young, and we are each a part 
of it. It tells us who we are and who our 
ancestors hoped we would be. Storytelling 
is the great vehicle of moral education. It 
was the Torah’s insight that a people who 
told their children the story of freedom and 
its responsibilities would stay free for as 
long as humankind lives and breathes and 
hopes. Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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The haftarah that we are privi-
leged to read this week is taken 
from the 46th perek of Sefer 

Yirmiyahu and closely parallels the pro-
phetic words of Yechezkel that we read 
in last week’s haftarah. This is certainly 
understandable, given that both nevi’im 
were contemporaries and received sim-
ilar messages from Hashem. There are, 
however, significant differences between 
the two messengers and between the two 
descriptions of the punishments that would 
befall the Egyptians in the future – descrip-
tions that create the connection of these 
haftarot to both parashot that describe 
the punishments suffered by the Egyptian 
before the Yetzi’at Mitzrayim.

HaRav Yosef Carmel of the Eretz 
Chemdah Institute comments upon these 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

overlapping prophecies and explains:
At the same time that Yechezkel was 

serving as prophet in Bavel, Yirmiyahu 
was serving in Yerushalayim, which gives 
us the opportunity to view the period from 
two different vantage points. Additionally, 
we must point out that there are signifi-
cant differences between the two prophets 
themselves:

1. Yirmiyahu does not consider Yehoya-
kim to be king from the time he was exiled 
to Bavel, where he was imprisoned. There-
fore, the dating of his uncle Tzidkiyahu as 
king begins from that point. In contrast, 
Yechezkel counts the kingship of Yehoya-
kim even when he was in a Babylonian jail.

2. Yirmiyahu viewed the post-Exodus 
generation as a “generation of knowl-
edge,” whose relationship with Hashem 
was a symbol of a positive one.  In contrast, 
Yechezkel is harshly critical of them.

In regard to the opening of both proph-
ecies the two nevi’im see things similarly: 

Yechezkel uses very strong language, 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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using the word “silon”, a corrupt king 
(Targum Yonatan) and “mam’ir”, a pain-
ful affliction (Rashi) [28 ;25]. He further 
describes the surrounding nations who 
confront Israel as “shatim”, marauders 
who plunder, (and, as Rashi explains it - 
those who degrade their victims. 

Yirmiyahu, however, although using 
similar imagery to describe Israel’s return 
to the land, telling of planting vineyards 
and living in security (Yirmiyahu 31:4, 
32:37) does not tell of the corrupt leaders 
nor the marauders that surrounded them.  
To summarize the approaches of both, in 
the future, Bnei Yisrael will escape excep-
tional oppression and will be fortunate to 
live in security in their Land.

HaRav Carmel continues by apply these 
description to our current return, as he sees 
this historical period as a time when our 
nation will return to the Land with great 
love, with the returnees building homes, 
planting vineyards and living securely. 
And, while our nation had been degraded 
in the past, and their property taken by our 
oppressors, we will succeed in building a 
highly technologically developed economy.

We indeed have witnessed our growth 
in becoming among the most successful 
countries in the world. While some 75 
years ago, we were viewed as thorns in the 
eyes of the nations and like lepers, we now 
stand out as a uniquely talented nation, 
and those who still try to destroy us have 
themselves experienced great destruction. 
It is now the interest of many nations to 
share in our success – something which is 
also a part of the nevuot of Yechezkel and 
Yirmiyahu. May we succeed in being a light 
unto the nations. 
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Who Goes  
to Worship 
Hashem?
לכו  אלהם  ויאמר  פרעה  אל  אהרן  ואת  משה  את  ויושב 

עבדו את ה’ אלוקיכם מי ומי ההלכים. ויאמר משה בנערינו 

ובזקנינו נלך בבנינו ובבנותנו בצאננו ובבקרנו נלך כי חג ה’ 

לנו. )שמות י:ח ט(

And Moshe and Aharon were brought 
again unto Pharaoh; and he said unto them: 
“Go, serve Hashem your God; but who and 
who shall go?” And Moshe said: “We will go 
with our young and with our old, with our 
sons and with our daughters, with our flocks 
and with our herds we will go; for we must 
hold a feast unto Hashem.” (Shemot 10:8–9)

Moshe and Aharon went to warn Pha-
raoh of the impending plague of locusts, 
and Pharaoh’s servants pleaded with him to 
allow Bnei Yisrael to go to the desert to wor-
ship their God. Pharaoh then summoned 
Moshe and Aharon to return, at which point 
he asked them who would be required to 
leave Egypt to participate in the offering of 
sacrifices.

The Keli Yakar raises a number of ques-
tions on these pesukim, the first being why 
Pharaoh used the double term mi vami 
haholkhim – “who and who shall go” instead 
of simply “who.” Secondly, Pharaoh used the 
present perfect tense haholkhim – “those 

who are going” or “the goers” instead of 
the future tense yelekhu – “those who will 
go.” Moreover, says the Keli Yakar, Moshe 
replied to Pharaoh: “We will go with our 
young and with our old, with our sons and 
with our daughters, with our flocks and 
with our herds we will go.” Why the repeti-
tion of nelekh – “we will go”? Finally, what 
did Moshe mean by ki hag Hashem lanu – 
“for we must hold a feast unto Hashem”? 
Who else would it be for?

The Keli Yakar answers all of these ques-
tions with one common principle: Pharaoh 
wasn’t really asking who would be going. He 
basically assumed and decreed that only the 
men would be able to participate. He was, in 
essence, telling Moshe: “Mi vami haholkhim” 
– using the double language to indicate: 
“Look around to the right and then to the 
left; look around at the rest of the world – 
who generally goes to offer sacrifices? Only 
men!” Pharaoh spoke in the present tense 
using the term “haholkhim” because he 
wasn’t asking Moshe who would go to this 
festival; rather, he is rhetorically asking who 
generally goes to bring sacrifices. Pharaoh 
knew Moshe would ask for everyone to par-
ticipate, so Pharaoh was negotiating: “Come 
on, Moshe, be honest with me. You’re going 
to sacrifice? Take the men; they’re the only 
ones who sacrifice.”

The Menachem Tzion adds that Pha-
raoh’s view was that only the elders partake 
in religion.  the double language of “mi vami 
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haholkhim” mirrors a statement in Tehillim   
מי יעלה בהר ה’  ומי יקום במקום קדשו )תהילים כד:ג(

Who will ascend upon Hashem’s mount 
and who will stand in His Holy place?

Who practices religion?  Only the elders.  
Members of the younger generation are 
busy engaging in pleasures and do not have 
time, energy or interest in partaking in spir-
itual matters.  Furthermore, to serve God 
would restrict the people in a more severe 
manner than under Pharaoh’s rule. Pha-
raoh  allows them to eat and do what they 
want when they are on a break.  Hashem 
will limit what they can eat and the activ-
ities in which they may engage.  To which 
Moshe replied – we educate our people from 
a young age to appreciate our religion.  Our 
religious practices provide additional mean-
ing to our lives.  It is not a burden but rather 
an enhancement of our very being.  

Moshe’s adds:  “We will go with our 
young and old.” Don’t compare our wor-
ship of Hashem with the customs of other 
nations. We all go, our whole families, 
because “we must hold a feast unto Hashem” 
– all of us, collectively, lanu. The sacrifices 
are at the center of a bigger festival. All other 
nations bring sacrifices, and that’s where 
the worship starts and ends. We sacrifice as 
part of a festival in which we all participate. 
Man’s celebration is only complete when 
his wife and children can partake in the 
celebration.”

If the family is unable to celebrate 
together, then something is lacking, because 

hag should bring families together. Moshe 
repeated nelekh to explain to Pharaoh that 
we need youths and elders so they could 
worship, and young sons and daughters 
to enhance the holiday joy. “You’re right,” 
said Moshe, “only the older boys and men 
are necessary for the sacrifices, but every-
one else has to be involved for the simha 
element.”

The Torah stresses the importance of 
educating one’s children.  The entire reli-
gious experience is imbued in us from 
childhood. It is critical for us to portray 
our enthusiasm and excitement when ful-
filling mitzvos. To make our celebrations, 
even each week at our Shabbos table a fun 
and exciting encounter. That is why Moshe 
demanded that even the children and 
elderly had to participate in the offering of 
sacrifices in the desert. 
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Positive Posits
On Rosh Chodesh Nissan Hashem com-

mands Am Yisrael to take a sheep on the 
tenth of the month, to be brought as the 
korban Pesach (Shemot 12:3-6). We then 
find the confirmation, “And the children 
of Israel went and did as Hashem had 
instructed Moshe and Aaron. They did it 
exactly.” (Shemot 12:28). How could the 
Torah tell us that Benei Yisrael fulfilled 
Hashem’s instruction when obviously they 
didn’t do it until ten days later? And how 
did the Jews even dare to do something so 
difficult as slaughtering the god of their 
host nation?

Rashi explains that since they were 
mekabel, they intended to fulfill their task, 
they were recognized as having already 
done it. How are we to understand this 
principle of Chazal?  How can something 
be considered done before it is actually 
accomplished?

The Sefat Emet teaches a fundamental 
rule when it comes to doing mitzvot. There 
are two levels involved in doing a mitzvah, 
the thought that precedes and inspires the 
action and the action itself.  One is account-
able for his thoughts that motivates the 
mitzvah.  The midat hadin demands that 
one’s thoughts should be as perfect as pos-
sible accompanied by a deep desire to do 
the ratzon Hashem to the fullest degree. 

However, the power to act is not in our 
control. There are so many things that can 
prevent a person from doing a mitzvah or 
doing the mitzvah the way he intended. It is 
important to know though, that the extent 
of siyatta dishmaya one receives to effect a 
mitzvah’s completion is dependent on the 
intensity and purity of the doer’s ratzon. 
Therefore, notes Rav Aaron Kotler, when 
the passuk tells us that the Jews ‘did’ the 
mitzvah, it refers to their desire to do the 
mitzvah which generated the siyata dish-
maya needed when the mitzvah would be 
done. In that the only thing in their control 
was their desire they had already per-
formed their part of the mitzvah. 

The Chovot Halevavot adds that one’s 
desire must be very powerful for it to be 
considered as if he has done the mitzvah 
before its actual implementation. In the 
days leading up to yetziat Mitzrayim, Am 
Yisrael was able to accept this difficult 
challenge with tremendous joy and com-
mitment to Hashem. They overcame all 
inner obstacles so were therefore credited 
with doing the mitzvah.

As a corollary, Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz 
shares practical advice. If one finds himself 
in a difficult situation, he can commit to a 
kabbalah, to accept a particular mitzvah or 
stringency that will stand as a merit.  If he 
affirms this with complete dedication and 
commitment, it is considered as if he has 
fulfilled his obligation and the merit will 
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already stand for him.
Where did the Jews get this inner 

strength to flout the Egyptians and slaugh-
ter their gods? It takes a lot of courage to 
challenge the prevailing culture and act 
with such audacity. Were they not on the 
49th level of tum’ah? Notes Rav Dovid Hof-
stetder in Darash Dovid, that the inner will 
of a Jew is linked with tremendous love to 
Hashem and to do His will.  When Moshe 
Rabbeinu approached the burning bush, 
he was told to remove his shoes since the 
land he was standing on was holy (Shemot 
3:5). We can understand this homiletically. 
Our forefathers are the holy ‘ground’, our 
source in which they have embedded a 
deep connection to Hashem, so no matter 
what a Jew looks like on the outside, inside 
he possesses a holy energy to cleave to his 
Creator whatever it takes. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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Yud Shvat
Reb Zushe Wilmowsky, zy’a, the legend-

ary chassid, tireless builder and activist was 
affectionately referred to by the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe as ‘mein partisan’. During the war Reb 
Zushe escaped a Nazi labor camp and joined 
the Bielsky brothers, and was renown for 
his his physical and spiritual strength, spirit 
of determination and persistence. After 
the war upon arriving in Eretz Yisrael, Reb 
Zushe dedicated his life to fulfilling the Reb-
be’s directives. He was one of the founders 
of Kfar Chabad as well as dozens of other 
schools and yeshivot, spearheading count-
less programs to teach Torah and spread 
Yiddishkeit throughout the land. 

This week is Yud (the 10th of) Shvat, the 
date which marks both the yahrzeit of Rebbe 
Yosef Yitzchak, the Previous Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, as well as the date upon which 
his holy son-in-law and successor, Rebbe 
Menachem Mendel, formally accepted the 
mantle of leadership. In advance of Yud 
Shevat 1970, a plane load of chasidim from 
Eretz Yisrael — among them Reb Zushe Par-
tisan — embarked on a journey to spend the 
special day in Crown Heights together with 
the Rebbe. 

The El Al flight was a twelve hour far-
brengen, filled with raucous holy energy, 
the joyful sounds of singing and chasidim 
eagerly offering the stewards and other staff 

members the opportunity to lay tefillin. One 
after another, the male staff participated in 
mivtzas tefillin, each time bringing the joy-
ful singing and ruach to a higher pitch. At 
one point the cockpit opened and the cap-
tain poked his head out to see what was 
going on. Naturally, a couple of shluchim 
spotted him and asked if he’d like to lay 
tefillin as well. 

The noise in the cabin dropped to 
hushed whispers, and the demure pilot 
hesitated, “To be honest with you, I’m not 
a ma’min, I don’t really believe in all these 
traditions and mitzvos. How can I do some-
thing that I don’t believe in?” 

Rav Dovid Chanzin, a seasoned Chabad 
shaliach and Chief Rabbi of Petach Tik-
vah, then approached the pilot and began 
to explain with patience and passion, the 
fundamentals of Emunah. ‘While it may 
seem at times that we are disconnected 
from Hashem, there lies a reservoir of faith 
inherited from our forefathers deep within! 
Although that faith may be covered up and 
hidden, there is no such thing as a Jew who 
does not believe! The holy act of laying tefil-
lin helps to uncover the light and activate 
the essence of the Yiddishe Neshama…’

Deeply moved by the genuine love and 
insight shared by the rabbi, the captain 
glanced back for a moment at his co-pilot 
now steering the plane, and then slowly 
stretched out his arm to lay tefillin for the 
first time in his life. With great emotion 
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and tears in his eyes, the captain mouthed 
the words of the Shema and then a silent 
prayer. The cabin erupted into wild singing 
and dancing in the aisles.

As soon as the captain finished and 
removed the tefillin, Reb Zushe made 
his way over to him. Swinging a bottle of 
mashkeh in his hand, his voice boomed, 
“Mazal Tov! My name is Zushe Partisan. I 
am now from Kfar Chabad and during the 
war I fought as a partisan in the Russian 
forests. My dear brother, you must know… 
all of this world, all our strength and accom-
plishments mean nothing! The whole world 
is hevel havalim - empty and meaningless, 
none of it real and lasting. If there is some-
thing true in the world, however, one thing 
that is forever: a Jew who lays tefillin. Every-
thing else? Ze Klum, it is nothing! Gurnisht, 
nothing, topped with more nothing! Now, 
dear brother,” he beamed, raising his bottle 
and producing a plastic cup, “your putting 
on tefillin calls for a celebration — let’s 
make a l’chaim!” 

While the captain respectfully passed on 
the vodka while on duty, Reb Zushe was all 
too happy to drink both of their l’chaims. 

Our sedra this week culminates with the 
Mitzvah of Tefillin: 
ָיד  חֶֹזק  בְּ י  כִּ ֵעיֶניָך  ין  בֵּ ּוְלטוָֹטפֹת  ַעל־ָיְדָכה  ְלאוֹת  ְוָהָיה 

ִים: ְצרָֽ הוִֹציָאנּו ה׳ ִממִּ

“And it shall be a sign upon your arm, 
and for totafos between your eyes, for with 
a strong hand Hashem removed us from 
Egypt.” (13:16) 

Midrash (Mechilta) extrapolates an 
important halacha regarding the sequence 
of laying tefillin on our arms and heads: 
As long as we are wearing tefillin shel yad 

on our arm, tefillin shel rosh must to be 
worn on our heads. Thus, first we put on 
the tefillin shel yad, followed by the tefillin 
shel rosh. When removing our tefillin, first 
we take off the tefillin from our head and 
then the tefillin from our arm. The sages 
of the Midrash draw this teaching from 
the defining moment in history when we 
stood at Har Sinai and declared Na’aseh 
v’nishma, “We will do and we will under-
stand.” The covenantal relationship with 
Hashem forged at Matan Torah is based on 
our acceptance of the commandments and 
commitment to fulfil them as obligations, 
regardless of whether or not we under-
stand them intellectually. 

The practice of Yiddishkeit is based 
on first doing and then seeking premise, 
purpose or reasoning. Action precedes the 
asking of questions and intellectual under-
standings. Therefore, we first lay tefillin on 
our hand and arm, to represent the world 
of action and fulfillment, and only after-
wards do we don head tefillin to represent 
our intellect and understanding. The foun-
dation of Na’aseh must be in place before 
we can build the tower of authentic nishma. 

Few mitzvos represent our tradition and 
activate our Jewish identity and pride as 
does laying tefillin. The Gemara (Brachos, 
30b) describes an episode in which R’ Yirmi-
yah was “excessively joyful”. When his peer 
R’ Zeira inquired as to why, R’ Yirmiyah 
replied with wonder: Ana tefillin manachna, 
“I have put on tefillin!”

When we fulfil our parsha’s directive 
and merit to physically manifest this special 
‘sign’ expressing our deep faith in Hashem’s 
love and strength...  how could we not want 
to make a l’chaim?   
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP
Note new times: (at the OU Israel Center)

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410
(Entrance with GREEN PASS)

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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PCR@1221.org.il           +972-2-6220-482

Our locations

Rush Test Results Available - Results within 6 hours 
Show up and get tested - No appointments necessary
• Labs are licensed and recognized by the Health Ministry

Serological
Anti S/N Tests
I Green Pass for people

who are vaccinated
I Foreigners
I Children

249 NIS

Corona
PCR Tests

I Green Pass (72 hrs)
I Exit from isolation 

I Valid for flights

179 NIS

Bnei Brak
UH Headquarters - 9 Shlomo Hamelech St.

Sunday-Thursday 9:00-21:00
Friday 9:00-12:00

Motzei Shabbat Closed

For details, and home testing or group bookings

Special service and prices available for groups in need of Serological Tests - Shuki 050-6960189 

AIRPORT CITY
HaGolan 1

Waze: United Hatzalah Testing
Airport City

Sunday-Thursday 07:00-21:00
Friday 07:00-12:00
Motzei Shabbat

from an Hour and half after shabbos
until 00:00 

Corona
Antigen Tests

I Green Pass (24 hrs)
I Results on the spot

I Valid for flights (To the 
confirmed countries)

49 NIS

Jerusalem
UH Headquarters - 2 Aholiav St.

24 hours
Open consecutively 

from an Hour and half after Shabbos 
until Friday at 12:00

  
Beit Shemesh
UH Headquarters

34 Yona Ben Amitai St.
Sunday-Thursday 9:00-21:00

Friday 9:00-12:00
Motzei Shabbat

from an Hour and half after shabbos
until 00:00 New

testing 
stations Zefat  

UH Headquarters - 6 Aliya Bet St.
Sunday-Thursday 9:00-15:00

Friday 9:00-12:00
Motzei Shabbat from an Hour and half

after shabbos until 00:00 

Haifa 
UH Headquarters - 4 Lunz St.
Sunday-Thursday 9:00-21:00

Friday 9:00-12:00
Motzei Shabbat from an Hour and half

after shabbos until 00:00 
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www.brickstone.co.il

יש פתרון
את הכספת 
הבנק פינה לך
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 A Money
 Wire to
Yerushalayim

We departed Egypt without much food, 
but stocked with clothing, gold and silver. 
At the outset of the redemption, Hashem 
had already directed Moshe about the 
Jews “borrowing” precious goods from the 
Egyptians “on their way out”. As redemp-
tion nears, Hashem reminded Moshe of 
this extremely important “petitioning” of 
gold and silver. Evidently, this “handover 
- as abrasive as it sounds- is a crucial part 
of our geulah. The transfer of wealth to the 
Jews served numerous functions.

First of all, we deserved monetary rep-
aration. Yetziat mitzrayim doesn’t merely 
liberate us from slavery, but also show-
cases important moral lessons- including 
the notion of culpability for sin and the 
experience of teshuva. Merely apologiz-
ing for crimes doesn’t constitute complete 
teshuva; where relevant, damages must be 
repaired, and losses reimbursed. The cloth-
ing and gold were “symbolic” payment for 
two centuries of slavery. 

The gemara in Sanhedrin details a trial 
convened by Alexander the Great to con-
sider Egyptian accusations of this illegal 
heist of Egyptian wealth. When the issue of 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

these unpaid wages was raised, Alexander 
quickly acquitted the Jews. Paying off the 
bill established “reparation” as part of the 
teshuva process. 

Additionally, this “lending” of clothing 
and gold averted a potential outbreak of 
violence. Two hundred years of pent-up 
anger and resentment could easily have 
erupted into a massacre or, at the very least, 
into wide-scale plunder. Sadly, revolutions 
are often followed by waves of murder and 
violence directed against a former oppres-
sor. This voluntary arrangement of lending 
goods, prevented barbarism and vandal-
ism toward the terrified and completely 
vulnerable Egyptians. We were to become 
a chosen people, tasked with broadcasting 
moral messages of kindness and civility. 
Rampant violence is not the way to begin 
our national history. Politeness and cour-
tesy are better ways to launch the Jewish 
historical mission. 

Additionally, these gifts “bonded” the 
Egyptians with their former slaves. As the 
makkot unfolded, the Jews became well-re-
spected and admired by general Egyptian 
society. Moshe’s popularity skyrocketed, 
and by the time we actually left Egypt, 
the Egyptians were referred to as רעהו  -or 
friends of the Jews. 

Egyptian admiration of the Jews is 
crucial for the “spread of ideas”. The 
redemption from Egypt introduced sem-
inal religious values to the Jews and, by 
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extension, to the Egyptians who were 
eavesdropping. Being the cradle of ancient 
civilization, Egypt then disseminated these 
ideas across the globe. Having gifted the 
Jews with material provision for their des-
ert journey, the Egyptians were now more 
emotionally invested in the Jewish experi-
ence. These monetary gifts created greater 
Egyptian identification with the Jews and 
their revolutionary religious values. This 
condition amplified the broadcast of these 
seminal values and ideas.

To summarize, these gifts served mul-
tiple purposes: they repaid an immense 
debt, averted ruthless behavior and created 
deeper sympathies toward the Jews. 

However, quite aside from these import-
ant functions, the transfer of wealth from 
Egyptian to Jew was crucial to advance an 
epic project. After being liberated from 
Egypt, we were meant to immediately enter 
Israel, purge it of pagan corruption, erect a 
Mikdash and usher in utopia. History was 
meant to conclude after 2448 years, with all 
humanity inhabiting the kingdom of G-d, 
living peacefully and prosperously. The 
centerpiece of this universal kingdom - the 
Mikdash- must be an international project. 
While the actual construction is performed 
by Jews, the material support should be 
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 



42     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

ultimately funneling to construct the house 
of Hashem. 

Jewish history unfolds in repeating pat-
terns and we are currently living through a 
similar experience. Over the past few cen-
turies, global wealth increased and became 
conglomerated in the Western world. Five 
centuries of European Colonialism brought 
immense wealth to the West and the sub-
sequent rise of capitalism and democracy 
further concentrated global wealth within 
Europe and, of course, North America. 
This accumulation of wealth was capped 
off by a dizzying era of industrialization, 
which peaked around the turn of the 20th 
century- just as Zionism was becoming 
institutionalized!. 

By and large, it is the United States and 
much of Western Europe which initially 
supported the Jewish return to their home-
land. Though recently, moderate Arab 
states have joined this cooperative rebuild-
ing of history, the process has been fueled 
by countries which accumulated wealth 
over the past five hundred years. Is history 
repeating itself?

Wealth and profit appear to be human 
manufactured, yet it is controlled and 
managed by Hashem. He doesn’t merely 
determine individual portfolios, but also 
directs the global flow of wealth. At crucial 
junctures of history, wealth accumulated 
in particular regions or empires and was 
streamed to Yerushalayim to bankroll 
humanity’s construction of the house of G-d.

The exodus from Egypt can’t begin until 
the money wire is transferred! 

more universal. 
The famines of Breishit had rerouted 

significant “global wealth” to Egypt. The 
transfer of this wealth to the Jews during 
the Exodus was earmarked for the purpose 
of building the Mikdash! This immense 
transfer of wealth is not just a gift, but a 
global money wire for the construction of 
an international palace for Hashem. 

Unfortunately, we veered from that 
original plan and delayed the construc-
tion of the Mikdash by hundreds of years. 
When the Mikdash was finally constructed 
in the days of Shlomo, numerous foreign 
monarchs participated in this project. Ulti-
mately, the house of Hashem is globally 
funded- as originally planned. 

Fast forward a few hundred years and 
wealth has, once again, accumulated in 
dominant world powers. The Assyrians 
conquer vast swaths of ancient Mesopota-
mia and amass great wealth. This wealth 
transfers to the Babylonians who con-
quered the Assyrians, and, ultimately to the 
Persians who supplant the Babylonians. 
The extraordinary “accumulated” wealth 
of the Persians is on full display during the 
lavish parties of Achashverosh. What will 
become of all this wealth? 

Ultimately a sizable portion of this 
“global wealth” transfers to Mordechai 
and Esther when they assume control 
over Haman’s portfolio. This isn’t a per-
sonal award for Mordechai and Esther, 
but rather, a financial allocation to enable 
the ultimate reconstruction of the Mik-
dash- which was concluded a few years 
after the Megillah miracle. Once again, 
global wealth had accumulated across 
centuries, passing from empire to empire, 

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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Real Life Rescues 
Helping Deliver A First Born Baby
Earlier this year, United Hatzalah volunteer EMT and experienced ambulance driver, Niv 
Bochbot, was on shift with one of United Hatzalah’s ambulances in Tel Mond when he 
received an alert to a woman in labour nearby his location. Niv flicked on the lights and 
sirens and sped to the address. Niv was the first responder to arrive at the scene and upon 
his entering the apartment, Niv was directed to the apartment’s bathroom by an anxious 
husband. 

Niv found a woman in active labour in the shower, struggling with intense, rapid contractions. 
After a quick inspection, Niv saw that the baby’s head was beginning to emerge. 

There was no time waste, not even to bring the woman to a bed. Moving with lightning 
speed, Niv gently guided the baby out into the world, supporting the tiny body and keeping 
him safe from the hard shower floor. 

As the baby emerged Niv saw that the newborn’s skin was blue and he was barely breathing. 
Niv worked quickly, taking out a paediatric oxygen mask and administering supplemental 
oxygen as he rubbed the newborn’s skin vigorously to stimulate the little body. Slowly, the 
baby’s condition improved. After a few minutes, the baby was able to cry, and what a wail 
he unleashed, much to the joy of his mother and to Niv. 

After the baby’s colour returned, Niv performed an APGAR assessment and the baby 
garnered a  reasonable 8. A few moments after, Niv conducted a second assessment, and 
thankfully the baby’s condition continued to improve and he scored a ten. Niv then cut 
the umbilical cord, dried and warmed the baby, and reassured the mother that she had a 
healthy baby boy.

A mobile intensive care ambulance crew arrived around six minutes 
after the birth had taken place and assisted Niv in getting the post-
birth mom out of the shower, helping her get safely onto the dry 
bed. Niv congratulated the rather shocked father on the birth of his 
new son, calming him after the last few tense minutes. Soon, the 
little family was ready to be transported to the maternity ward for 
follow-up care and Niv was able to return to his shift. 

“Even as a volunteer EMT with United Hatzalah, it isn’t every day 
that I get to deliver a baby and help a family meet their first-born 
son. This was something special,” said Niv. “I am very thankful for 
my training and experience that allowed me to know what to do, 
even when I saw that the birth hadn’t gone 100 perfectly. In the 
end, it was this training and the equipment I had which helped 
make sure that this baby’s entrance into the world was a smooth as 
possible. I wish him and his family long and happy lives together.” 

1221



44     TORAH TIDBITS 1450 / BO 5782

Planting 
Indoors 
During 
Shemitah

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Orlah 1:2) 
raises a doubt regarding planting inside 
a house during shemitah. The Talmud 
explains that perhaps since the verse 
(Vayikra 25:4) regarding shemitah uses 
the word “Sadeh” (field), this could imply 
that anything growing inside a house is 
exempt from the laws of shemitah. The 
matter is left unresolved in the Talmud. 
Rav Yisrael of Shklov (a devote student of 
the Vilna Gaon) rules that since according 
to most opinions the obligation of shemi-
tah in our times is Rabbinical in nature, 
there is room to be lenient. This is based 
on the general rule that in cases of doubt 

regarding a Rabbinic halacha (as opposed 
to a Biblical one), the ruling should be 
lenient. In his book, Pe’at Hashulchan, 
Rav Yisrael Shklov notes that indoor plant-
ing, even when performed directly in the 
ground, is permissible. Most authorities 
do not accept this ruling (Chazon Ish 22:1; 
Yisa Yosef, Shevi’it 24). 

As opposed to plants grown indoors 
directly in the ground, plants in sealed 
pots growing inside a house have a differ-
ent halachic status. The Chazon Ish (ibid) 
writes that the Pe’at Hashulchan’s ruling is 
too far-reaching if the plants are planted 
directly in the earth. However, one who 
decides to plant in sealed pots indoors 
would have whom to rely on. This also 
seems to be the ruling of other contempo-
rary poskim such as Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach (see Shulchan Shlomo p.92). 
There are additional halachic authori-
ties who are outright lenient regarding 
planting in a sealed pot indoors during 
shemitah. These include Rav Ovadia Yosef 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com
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(Chazon Ovadia, Pruzebul p.144), Rav 
Yaakov Yisrael Fisher (Responsa Even 
Yisrael 8:74) and Rav Natan Gashtertner 
(Responsa Le’horot Natan 10:76). 

However, according to all authorities 
various actions may be carried out on 
indoor sealed plants which were planted 
prior to shemitah, such as watering, prun-
ing, and fertilizing. These actions are 
generally prohibited on a Rabbinic level 
on outdoor plants (see Seder Hashevi’it p.7 
and Yisa Yosef, Shevi’it p.75).

All authorities also agree that produce 
grown in sealed pots indoors does not have 
kedushat shevi’it (the holiness of shemitah) 
and may be treated like produce from a 
regular year. As such, there is no need to 
relinquish ownership of produce grown in 
such pots. In addition, the prohibition of 
sefichin does not apply to plants grown in 
indoor sealed pots.

The nature of what constitutes a house 
in halachic terms will be addressed in an 
upcoming article. 

In Summary:
• The Talmud Yerushalmi debates 

whether shemitah applies to plants 
grown in a house. The Talmud is incon-
clusive on this matter.

• There is a dispute whether it is permis-
sible to purposely plant in sealed pots 
indoors during shemitah. One should 
consult with a competent halachic 
authority.

• According to all authorities, Rabbinically 
forbidden shemitah laws do not apply to 
plants that have already been planted 
prior to shemitah in sealed pots indoors. 
These include watering, trimming, and 
fertilizing in a sealed pot indoors.

• The halachot of kedushat shevi’it and 
sefichin do not apply to any produce in 
indoor sealed pots. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

 KEREN CHESED
The Needy Await Your Support

Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK 
VESHAINDEL”

c/o Menachem Persoff
POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem

Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem
menpmp@gmail.com

*Tax benefit *

William A. Gerber 
02-6480195 053-654-9598

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Need help in preparing, 
completing, or correctly signing 
and executing your important 
legal or business documents for 
use in New York State or other 
American jurisdictions?
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One of the many important pas-
sages in our Sedra this week, 
are the pesukim related to 

Makat Choshech- the plague of darkness: 
The Torah tells us:
ְך  חֹ֖שֶׁ ִו֥יִהי  ַמִ֔ים  ַעל־ַהשָּׁ ְדָך֙  יָֽ ְנֵט֤ה  ֗ה  ֶאל־מֹשֶׁ ה’  ַוּיֹ֨אֶמר   

ָמִ֑ים  ֛ה ֶאת־ָיד֖וֹ ַעל־ַהשָּׁ ְך׃  ַויֵּ֥ט מֹשֶׁ שֶׁ ַעל־ֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצָרִ֑ים ְוָיֵמׁ֖ש חֹֽ

א־ָראּ֞ו  ים׃  לֹֽ ת ָימִֽ לֹ֥שֶׁ ָכל־ֶאֶ֥רץ ִמְצַרִ֖ים שְׁ ְך־ֲאֵפָל֛ה בְּ שֶׁ ַוְיִה֧י חֹֽ

ְלָכל־ ת ָיִמ֑ים וּֽ לֹ֣שֶׁ ֖יו שְׁ ְחתָּ ִא֣יׁש ֶאת־ָאִח֗יו ְולֹא־ָק֛מּו ִא֥יׁש ִמתַּ

ם׃  בֹתָֽ מוֹשְׁ ָרֵא֛ל ָהָ֥יה א֖וֹר בְּ ֵנ֧י ִישְׂ בְּ

Then Hashem said to Moshe, “Hold out 
your arm toward the sky that there may be 
darkness upon the land of Egypt, a darkness 
so dense that it can be touched.”  Moshe held 
out his arm toward the sky and thick dark-
ness descended upon all the land of Egypt for 
three days. People could not see one another, 
and for three days no one could get up from 
where he was; but the Jewish People had 
light in their dwellings...

The Degel Machane Ephraim, Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sudilkov zy’a, 
the grandson of Baal Shem Tov , points out 
that our meforshim explain that there was 

no physical difference between what phys-
ically was unfolding throughout Mitzrayim 
and what physically transpired within the 
Jewish homes. The actual darkness was 
equally dense throughout all of Egypt.

 However, explains the Degel Mach-
ane Ephraim, what was different is that 
the Jewish People saw light, even within 
this intense utter darkness! What was the 
source of this heightened ability to perceive 
light even within total darkness? The Rebbe 
explains that since the Jewish People kept 
Shabbat, which is a source of light and spir-
itual clarity, the light of Shabbat remained 
with them, and sustained and protected 
them from the danger of the utter darkness 
that had descended upon all of Egypt.

Indeed, Shabbat is a source of great 
light and protection to the Jewish People, 
and has both identified , kept us together 
and sustained Am Yisrael throughout many 
periods of darkness, turmoil and tragedy.

Similarly, the gemara in Masechet 
Shabbat (118b) presents to us the following 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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passage about the inherent redemptive 
power of Shabbat:
ִרין  מְּ ן יוַֹחי: ִאְלָמֵלי ְמשַׁ ְמעוֹן בֶּ י שִׁ ּום ַרבִּ י יוָֹחָנן ִמשּׁ ָאַמר ַרבִּ

ִהְלָכָתן — ִמיָּד ִנְגָאִלים, תוֹת כְּ בָּ י שַׁ תֵּ ָרֵאל שְׁ ִישְׂ

Rebbi Yochanan said in the name of Rebbi 
Shimon ben Yochai: If only the Jewish people 
would  fully keep two Shabbatot  they would 
immediately  be redeemed.

How exactly are we to understand this 
teaching? Does it mean that we fulfill any 
two Shabbatot, does it mean two successive 
Shabbatot, does it mean every single Jew 
must keep those two Shabbatot? 

In a beautiful teaching in his incredible 
collection of divrei torah from the Warsaw 
Ghetto, published posthumously as Sefer 
Aish Kodesh, the Piascezna Rebbe zy’a, 
explains our gemara. The Rebbe says the 
first Shabbat we must observe fully is 
Shabbat itself. The second Shabbat our 
Sages are speaking of, explains the Rebbe, 
is the Shabbat that we bring into the other 
seven days of the week. If we bring the 
light of Shabbat into our week, if we bring 
the achdut we experience on Shabbat  
into our week, if we bring the spiritual 
consciousness and closeness to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu that we feel on Shabbat into 
the rest of our week, then we can indeed 
redeem our entire week, experience a 
taste of geula.

Yehi Ratzon, May we merit to appreci-
ate and be guided by the great light that 
sustains us, the great redemptive light of 
Shabbat Kodesh..... 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - Baka, Mordechai Hayehudi st. - 
rare & charming, 4 room, 75m, ground floor 
with 54m garden, private entrance, high 
ceilings, good condition. 3.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara, Chulada Hanevia st. -
5.5 rooms, 130m on 3 levels with a 50m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, 4.3m shekel
For Rent- 25m studio by the Great 
Synagogue, breathtaking views from this 4 
floor walk up with a 70m terrace. Immediate.  
2900NIS/ month
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Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD

Dear B.L., 
Thank you for the note 

and the recommendation of 
a resource that you found helpful in your 
own experience!  I really appreciated this 
question because I think that one of par-
ents’ most important roles is to help guide 
our children about how to make decisions.  
In some ways, the process of learning how 
to make decisions is the process of becom-
ing an adult.  

When our children are babies, we make 
all of their decisions: what their name is, 
where they live, what they wear, when 
and what they eat, who their friends are, 
and any number of other integral parts 

of life. As they move through school-age 
years and adolescence, life gets more com-
plicated, and our children need to learn for 
themselves how to balance, prioritize, and 
choose, with items big and small.    

I like to consider this process a skill that 
can be taught and practiced, just like other 
skills.  What are the skills of decision mak-
ing?  A person has to understand the facts 
on the ground, be aware of their own val-
ues and interests, assess available options, 
predict the likely outcomes of each possible 
direction, weigh the pros and cons, and be 
willing to accept the discomfort of closing 
the door on the options not chosen.  This 
process is complicated!  

As with other skills, the novice begins 
with easy tasks until he becomes pro-
ficient, and then moves on to more 
complex ones—you learn how to shoot a 
free-throw before learning the step-back 
three-pointer.  Of course, as parents, it is 
often appropriate to limit their choice to a 
few options, and some decisions may not 
be appropriate or safe for our children to 
make on their own.  But by handing over 
age-appropriate decisions to our children, 
they gain experience with all the elements 
of decision making.

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU parenting, 
It’s a wonderful idea to start a par-

enting column!  The best book I read 
was SOS for Parents. True, we do learn 
something from our parents about 
parenting, but it’s the things we don’t 
learn that we wish we knew by the 
time our grandchildren come along.  

I have a question I have been think-
ing about for a long time—how can we 
help our children best transition from 
asking for permission, to being confi-
dent in their own decisions? 

- B.L.
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I also want to focus on one particular 
word from your question: “confident.”  
Almost by definition, anytime a person is 
faced with a decision there is some type of 
uncertainty involved.  For some people, the 
decision-making process seems easy.  For 
many people, however—whether due to 
temperament or life experience—uncer-
tainty generates anxiety.  But this is not 
necessarily a bad thing.  Anxiety and worry 
can help us think about problems from 
angles that may not immediately come 
to our minds, and we may avoid certain 
pitfalls of poor decisions because of these 
anxious ruminations.  The problem arises 
when the worry about an upcoming or past 
decision becomes overwhelming and inter-
feres with our daily lives.    

The way I think about your question is 
not how to build confidence, but instead, 
how to better manage with or accept the 
discomfort of anxiety.  This approach leads 
to a practical strategy called “planned wor-
rying.”  Instead of trying to get rid of the 
worry, which may be impossible, our chil-
dren may be able to create borders around 
it.  For example, our children can dedicate 
20 minutes each day to focus on worrying.  
When those 20 minutes are up, if worry 
arises they can ignore it by telling them-
selves that they will have time to worry 
about it again the next day.  

Finally, kids can learn from how we 
make our decisions in our own lives. Mak-
ing decisions involves being willing to make 

mistakes, and talking with them about our 
own deliberations and uncertainties—and 
how we handled them—can help our chil-
dren gain understanding into how they 
might tackle choices in their own lives.  

No strategy will be perfect, but with 
more practice making decisions, our 
children can get better and better in this 
proficiency underlying every aspect of our 
lives—u’vacharta ba’chaim! 

ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) 
+ 2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,   
2 car parks,  private entrance -  
rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT- Spacious 
3 room apartment, renovated, high floor, 
Shabbat elevator, Succah balcony with 
paoramic view, storeroom, parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, 
quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral 
street, huge garden (138m2), possibility to add 
45 m2, renovated, close to the Train Station

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).
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www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in 
a quiet side alley, 
private elevator, 
private entrance, 
terrace, storage room, parking

7300000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488www.lostintranslation.online
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Time In  
Your Hands

At the inception of building the nation 
of Israel, the Almighty inculcated within the 
Jew the value of time. Even before embark-
ing on the exalted exodus, Moshe introduced 
to the people the concept of counting time: 
“This month shall be to you the head of the 
months.” The slave was being intruduced a 
new perspective on time. (Festival of Free-
dom, pp. 37-42)

On their last night in Egypt the tenth 
plague would provide a final blow. God said 
that the plague would hit at exactly mid-
night (See Rashi, Shemot 11:4). The Sages 
stress that it was not a half-second before 
midnight or a half second later (Mechilta, 
Mesichta Depischa [Parshat Bo] 13) (‘The 
Lord is Righteous’ pp. 128-129). The Isra-
elite slave suddenly became aware that a 
defintive hour on the clock would be life 
changing for them and all of Egypt.

A third element where time played 
crucial role for the slave was, perhpas some-
what surprisingly, regarding the food they 

prepared and the way they would eat their 
last meal prior to their journey. “You shall 
guard the matzot…”(Shemot 12:17). Alacrity 
was necessary in preparing their last meal.  
Once again, time was of the essence. Rashi 
comments on this verse and expands on 
the theme: “Do not read the word only as 
matzot, but rather as mitzvot…do not allow 
mitzvot to become leavened…”

The intriguing examples cited above all 
imply the need to recognize and appreci-
ate the gift of time. Time must be utilized 
to the utmost and not be wasted. Time 
belongs to man. Every second should be 
used productively and purposefully. The 
Mishna in Pirkei Avot (2:20) captures this 
sentiment regarding time: “Rabbi Tarfon 
said: The day is short, the task is great, the 
laborers are lazy, the reward is much, and 
the Master is insistent.” (Chumash Mesoras 
HaRav, 2:86)

The Rav brilliantly took note of the next 
integral step for the slave in achieving free-
dom. This stage also focused on counting 
time. The commandment of sefira was 
entrusted to the Jew.  “The wondrous test 
of counting 49 successive days was put to 
him. These 49 days must be whole. If one 
day is missed, the act of numeration is 
invalidated.” (Soloveitchik on Pesach, Sefirat 
HaOmer, and Shavuot, 147)

The Rav marvelously observed another 
most unexpected quality regarding our 
time-awareness. A Jew can transcend the 
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
Rechavia- Haari st
2 bedrooms, 62m, ground �oor, 
private entrance, Sukkah balcony, 
disabled access, small storage, 3 
exposures, partly renovated, private 
land, 2.325.000nis

Rechavia- Ramban st
New building! 2 bedrooms, 79m, 14m 
Sukkah balcony, 2nd �oor, Shabbat 
elevator, parking, storage, A/C, 
3 exposures, 3.280.000nis

Rechavia-Shaarei Chessed- 
Tsfat st
Cottage 186m+ 20m Sukkah porch + 
20m water cistern, 60m separate unit 
rented, building rights, 6.500.000nis

Rechavia-Shaarei chessed
Wolfson, 3 bedroom apt, 1st �oor, Shabbat elevator, 
renovated

 

REAL  ESTATE  &  INVESTMENT

Rubens Real Estate
KKL, 25 Rechavia
02-5666-016
www.ruben1.com
Rubensnadlan@gmail.com

Rechavia- Ramban st

In a new building, 2 BR apartment, 
79sqm + 14sqm porch, 2nd floor with 
Shabbat elevator, parking, storage 
3.500.000 nis  
Ruben: 054-6345581

IMMEDIATE ENTRANCE

boundaries of time. We do this when we 
relive critical moments in the Jewish his-
torical past. The quintessential example of 
this, one to which the Rav returned to on 
many occasions, is the obligation to recount 
the Story of the Exodus on Pesach Eve (Sip-
pur Yetziat Mitzrayim). The Rav observed 
that the word “story” (sippur) implies far 
more than a mere, emotionally detached, 
narrative. It must contain, by definition, 
a profoundly experiential element; an 
expression of profound self- identification. 
In this way we don’t merely remember but 
one “tightens the bonds of companionship 
of present and past.” (Time Awareness, Jef-
frey Woolf, Oxford Journals p.10). A Jew 
lives in two different time-frames. The fact 
that a Jew can reenact the past suggests that 
his time awareness can transport him to 
another dimension. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, December 28 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles’ shiur  
was sponsored by Rivkie Berger for a refuah shleima for  

Yaakov David Netanel ben Chana Sara

Monday, January 3 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was sponsored 
in loving memory of our dear father, Harold Andelman z”l -   
  whose yahrzeit is 2 Shevat חנך יעקב בן חיה ויצחק הלוי ז”ל

(January 4, 2022) by Elayne & Dov Greenstone

Tuesday, January 4 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored 
by Meryl & Murray Goldwag in loving memory of  

Chazkel ben Meir z”l, Meryl’s Father on his 23rd Yahrzeit - ג’ שבט   

Monday, January 10 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur  
is sponsored by Ruth & David Koenigsberg in loving memory of 

Ruth’s mother, Toby Willig, Toiba Leah bat Yaacov Yosef HaLevi 
& Channah a”h on her 4th yahrzeit - ח’ שבט - Toby always enjoyed 

learning Torah from Rebbetzin Borow

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year by  
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts  

Irma Haas and Hilde Myer a”h

Rebbitzen Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of  their parents  
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l and Rosi & Ernest Strauss z”l
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

prayer’s likely intensity (ibid.; Shulchan 
Aruch, YD 335:4). The Rama (ibid.) says that 
one who visited but did not pray for the 
choleh did not fulfill the mitzva. Considering 
the importance of the tefilla’s quality, being 
there in person helps in two ways: 1. It helps 
one feel the choleh’s condition more acutely 
(B’er Moshe II:105). 2. The Divine Presence 
is found around the choleh’s bed (Nedarim 
40a). For that reason, one who davens away 
from the choleh should daven in Hebrew, as 
the angels do not bring before Hashem tefil-
lot from other languages (at least, Aramaic), 
whereas before the choleh, Hashem Himself 
accepts the tefilla in any language (Shulchan 
Aruch ibid. 5). Therefore, while we value 
tefilla for cholim at all times and places, 
when we aim for the best tefillot (i.e., while 
visiting), it is best in person (Igrot Moshe, YD 
I, 223; Yechaveh Da’at III:83). 

Another major reason for visiting is see-
ing to his practical needs, including advice 
(Nedarim 40a). The Minchat Yitzchak (II:84) 
presumes that one can get a fuller assess-
ment when being there. On the other hand, 
he posits that if one has visited in person 
once, he can subsequently fulfill this ele-
ment of the mitzva by phone. Tzitz Eliezer 
(V, Ramat Rachel 3) suggests that this ele-
ment is rarely necessary in our days when 
the choleh is getting good care and medical 

Bikur Cholim 
by Electronic 
Means  

Question: Does one fulfill the mitzva 
of bikur cholim by “visiting” a sick person 
(choleh) by electronic means?  

Answer: It is difficult to speak definitely 
about “fulfilling” bikur cholim, as it is regard-
ing many mitzvot bein adam lachaveiro. 
There is a consensus among poskim (many 
of whom we will cite, discussing phone calls) 
that there is moral and mitzva value to “visit” 
not in person. On the other hand, they all say 
that if one can come in person, he should. In 
order to appreciate both the value of a visit 
by telecommunication and the preference of 
in-person, we need to see the goals of bikur 
cholim and some sources on them.

One of the main of many reasons for 
visiting the sick (featured in the Ram-
ban’s Torat Ha’adam and the Tur, Yoreh 
Deah 335), is to be moved by his condition 
and inspired to daven powerfully for him 
(Nedarim 40a). This is important enough 
to give cause for a halacha that one should 
visit at times of the day when his situation 
looks more severe, thereby increasing the 

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Masha

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel

Refuah Shleima:
נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

advice in a hospital. The Minchat Yitzchak 
(died, 1989) also foresaw that when “televi-
sion technology” would develop to the point 
that one could speak and see the choleh, that 
would suffice.

There is a concept that someone born at 
the same time of year (Bava Metzia 30b) or 
perhaps anyone (see Rambam, Avel 14:4) 
may relieve some of the illness. If this is 
mystically based, it would presumably work 
only in person. Another element is psycho-
logical encouragement, which Igrot Moshe 
(ibid.) posits works better in person than by 
phone. It would seem that while audio-vi-
sual contact is stronger than telephone, it 
still does not compare to being in person, 
especially because part of the encourage-
ment comes from knowing that the visitor 
made a real effort to come visit, which is 
obviously harder than reaching out by 
telecommunication. 

The gemara discusses cases where there 
is more to lose than to gain from one coming 
in person to visit, and the Shulchan Aruch 

(ibid. 8) says that one can stay outside in 
such cases. So one who is unable to come 
should not use that as an excuse to do noth-
ing. Rather, the consensus of poskim is that 
in addition to davening for the choleh, one 
should “visit” electronically when appreci-
ated. On the other hand, while we can use 
modern technology to help significantly 
in many mitzvot, it should not turn into a 
replacement for the full-fledged personal 
fulfillment. The following is a scenario 
upon which I have not seen discussion and 
am unable to say anything conclusive: one 
(especially a rabbi) has only enough time to 
either visit many electronically or a few in 
person. Which is preferable? About such 
cases, Kohelet says: “The eyes of the wise 
are in his head” (2:14). 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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רצה
There is a famous mashal told about a 

wealthy man named Moshe. Moshe had 
twin sons named Reuven and Shimon. 
Moshe loved his son Reuven more than any-
thing in the world. Unfortunately, the same 
could not be said about Moshe’s relationship 
with his son Shimon. Moshe just could not 
get along with Shimon and they had terrible 
quarrels. When Reuven and Shimon cele-
brated their 20th birthdays, their father told 
them it was time for them to step out into 
the real world. He presented Shimon with 
a briefcase stuffed with a million dollars in 
cash. He handed it to Shimon and wished 
him a good life. He then turned to Reuven 
and handed him a fifty dollar bill and a 
cellphone. He instructed Reuven to use the 
money to get through the first day and to call 
him at the end of the day for more. 

On first glance, one might think I got the 
names confused in this story. After all, if Shi-
mon was Moshe’s favorite son, why would 
Reuven receive the million dollar briefcase 
and not Shimon?! The answer is that Moshe 
wanted nothing more to do with his son Reu-
ven so he gave him enough money to keep 
him settled for life, so that he would never 

need to interact with him again. On the other 
hand, Moshe wanted to have a continuous 
relationship with his son Shimon and so he 
purposely only gave him enough money to 
last for one day. He wanted to make sure 
that Shimon would need to call and interact 
with him on a daily basis. This way he could 
enjoy Shimon’s company all the time.

We understand from this story that 
Hashem created us with many needs and 
deficits, specifically because He relishes 
hearing from us. He wants to make sure 
that we continuously need to turn to Him 
on a daily basis to request all that we are 
lacking. The whole purpose of this exercise 
is to grant Hashem the opportunity to speak 
and connect with us every single day. 

This idea can be found in the bracha 
of רצה. After finishing up the section in the 
Shemoneh Esrei of the בקשות, the requests, 
we now turn to Hashem in the first bracha of 
the concluding section, רצה, and express our 
hope that we have found favor in Hashem’s 
eyes, that Hashem enjoyed our conversation 
as much as we did, and that He took plea-
sure in connecting with us.

Let’s look at the words inside:
ה  ֲעבוֹדָֽ ב ֶאת־הָֽ ם ְוָהשֵֽׁ תָֽ ל ּוִבְתִפלָּ ךָֽ ִיְשָׂראֵֽ ַעמְּ ה ה’ ֱאלֹקינּו בְּ ְרצֵֽ

ָרֽצוֹן,  בְּ ל  ְתַקבֵּֽ ה  ֲהבָֽ אַֽ בְּ ם  תָֽ ּוְתִפלָּ ל  ִיְשָׂראֵֽ י  ְוִאשֵּֽׁ ָך  יתֶֽ בֵּ יר  ִלְדבִֽ

ינּו  ֵעינֵֽ יָנה  ֱחזֶֽ ְותֶֽ ָך.  ַעמֶּֽ ל  ִיְשָׂראֵֽ ת  ֲעבוֹדַֽ יד  מִֽ תָּ ְלָרֽצוֹן  י  ּוְתהִֽ

וֹן. יָנֽתוֹ ְלִציּֽ כִֽ יר שְׁ ֲחזִֽ ה ה’, ַהמַּֽ ֽרּוְך ַאתָּֽ ים.בָּ ֲחמִֽ רַֽ וֹן בְּ ּוְבךָֽ ְלִציּֽ שֽׁ בְּ

May You Hashem be pleased with Your 
nation and with their Tefillot. May You bring 
back the Avoda to the Beit Hamikdash. May 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Mazal Tov to
Hannah & Menachem Katten and family 

on the marriage of their son
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You accept the fire-offerings/people of Israel 
and their Tefillot with love and acceptance. 
And may the Avoda of the Jewish people 
always find favor. May our eyes witness Your 
return to Tzion with mercy. Blessed are You 
Hashem who returns His Shechina to Tzion.

Some people might wonder why 
these words are not included in the בקשות  
(request) section. After all, it appears that we 
are requesting that Hashem accept our Tefil-
lot. But now that we recognize the greater 
context of these words, we understand that 
this is not a prayer to accept and answer 
our Tefillot, but rather, a hope that Hashem 
has enjoyed our Tefilla and is pleased with 
us. As Rabbeinu Yonah writes in the Shaa-
rei Teshuva, sometimes Hashem fulfills 
our requests (whether it be for forgiveness 
or anything else) but He is still not happy 
with us. Here it is not the results that we are 
striving for, but the actual process. We want 
to make sure that the process has been suc-
cessful, that we have taken full advantage of 
the prayer experience, and truly connected 
with Hashem in a very real way.

We can see this in the words themselves 
ם  - תָֽ ל ּוִבְתִפלָּ ךָֽ ִיְשָׂראֵֽ ַעמְּ ה ה' ֱאלֹקינּו בְּ  we ask that – ְרצֵֽ
Hashem not only be pleased with our Tefilla 
but with us as a people as well. 

The Tefilla then seems to take on a dif-
ferent focus. Suddenly we are davening 
about the return of the Avodah (service) 
in the Beit Hamikdash. How is that con-
nected to the theme of our bracha? The 
Seder Olam explains that this bracha was 
originally said during the times of the Beit 
Hamkidash every day, after the completion 
of the offering of the Korbanot. The people 
would express their great hope that Hashem 
would be pleased with their Korbanot 

service and with the relationship they had 
built with Him through the Korbanot. Once 
the Bet Hamikdash was destroyed, the 
words ך יתֶֽ יר בֵּ ה ִלְדבִֽ ֲעבוֹדָֽ ב ֶאת־הָֽ  bring back) ְוָהשֵֽׁ
the service to the Beit Hamikdash) and  
ים ֲחמִֽ רַֽ וֹן בְּ ּוְבךָֽ ְלִציּֽ שֽׁ ינּו בְּ יָנה ֵעינֵֽ ֱחזֶֽ  may our eyes) ְותֶֽ
witness Your return to Tzion) were added.  

In this bracha, we recognize that the 
whole point of all of our Tefilla and our 
requests is to build a relationship with 
Hashem. We are able to do that every day 
in our davening, yet we recognize on how 
much of a different level we would be able 
to do so if we only had the Beit Hamikdash 
back. It is in Hashem’s house, the place 
where the Shechina resides and where 
we can feel His presence so clearly, that 
our relationship with Hashem can truly 
blossom. And so, as we conclude our Shem-
oneh Esrei with the hope that Hashem was 
pleased with our connection through the 
Tefillot, it is only fitting to mention on the 
side, that we only wish we could bring that 
up a level in the place where this is truly 
meant to be done, the Beit Hamikdash.

May we be Zocheh to continue to work 
every day on building and developing our 
relationship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu, 
and in the merit, may the Beit Hamikdash 
be rebuilt speedily in our days. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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MEDINA & 
HALACHA BY RABBI SHIMSHON HAKOHEN NADEL 

Mara D'atra, Kehilat Zichron Yosef, Har Nof 
OU Israel Faculty

Reporting 
Allegations  
of Abuse

For far too long abusers and their 
enablers have used fear and intimidation 
to prevent survivors of abuse from coming 
forward. Scare tactics like creating a Chillul 
Hashem, or ruining an individual’s rep-
utation, destroying their livelihood, their 
family-life, or potential Shidduchim for their 
children have also been used to keep the 
matter quiet. Rabbis have even invoked the 
concepts of Mesirah and Lashon Harah to 
persuade survivors and their families from 
reporting abuse.

But Halacha does not only permit 
reporting allegations of abuse to the rele-
vant authorities, Halacha demands it of us. 
And while for many this is obvious, unfor-
tunately recent events once again remind 
us that the Orthodox world still has much 
more work to do to create awareness about 
abuse, and create a safe-space for survivors 
of abuse to come forward.

Mesirah
The Talmud prohibits Mesirah, inform-

ing on a fellow Jew, or turning him into 
the authorities (See Gittin 7a. See also Rosh 
Hashanah 17a.). 

Mesirah is such a serious offense, it 

is a capital crime  (Rambam, Hil. Chovel 
U’Mazik 8:10). The Talmud relates a story 
of how one of the sages broke the neck of a 
would-be informant  (Bava Kamma 117a), 
as the very threat of Mesirah is punishable 
by death (See Rambam, Ibid.). The Ram-
bam and others compare the Moser to a 
Rodef, a pursuant, pursuing another with 
the intent to kill or rape. Mesirah is consid-
ered such a danger, the Rambam rules: “It 
is permitted to kill the Moser in any place, 
and even nowadays when we don’t judge 
capital crimes” (Ibid. See also Shulchan 
Aruch, CM 388:10).

But according to many authorities, 
Mesirah is limited to informing on a Jew to 
a corrupt government, who will not hesi-
tate to put him to death. Mesirah does not 
apply in a just society, ruled by law and 
order. 

In his Aruch Hashulchan, Rav Yechiel 
Michel Epstein adds an important comment: 
“Note: As is known to ‘students of history,’ 
in times of old and in places far away, no 
person had any security in the safety of 
his person or property due to pirates and 
bandits, even if they took upon themselves 
the name of government. As is known even 
today, in some countries in Africa, where 
the government itself is rooted in evil and 
robbery. The kingdoms in Europe should 
be mentioned for the good, and particularly 
our ruler the Czar and his predecessors, 
and the kings of England, who have spread 
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the wings of their rule over far-away lands 
in order that people should have security in 
the safety of their person and property. So 
that even the wealthy do not have to hide 
so that others will not loot or kill them... 
these rules apply only to one who informs 
on another to bandits and so endangers that 
person’s money and life...” (Aruch Hashul-
chan, Choshen Mishpat 388:8). 

Writing in the late-19th Century, Rav 
Yechiel Michel Epstein believed that 
Mesirah only applies when turning over a 
Jew to a government of “bandits.” With the 
protection of the Czar in his day, Mesirah 
was no longer a concern. All the more so 
today! And while the intent of this passage is 
the subject of some discussion and debate, 
it is cited by many later authorities as 
authoritative. In fact, many contemporary 
authorities permit reporting crimes com-
mitted by Jews in the State of Israel and the 
United States and Western countries, where 
the alleged offender has the right to a fair 
trial (See, for example, Tzitz Eliezer 19:52).

Likewise, many contemporary author-
ities rule that one is obligated to report 
allegations of abuse to the relevant author-
ities, among them: Rav Shalom Yosef 
Elyashiv, Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg, 
Rav Moshe Shternbuch, Rav Asher Weiss, 
and Rav Hershel Schachter. Not only is it not 
a violation of Mesirah, but reporting abuse 
is a matter of Pikua’ch Nefesh, saving life, as 
the trauma inflicted by abuse destroys lives, 
which we saw so tragically just last week.

Lashon Hara
Lashon Hara, ill speech, is so egregious, 

our sages compare it to idolatry, adultery, 
and murder (Arachin 15b). Rav Yisrael Meir 
Hakohen of Radin begins his major work, 

10 dunams (10,000 square meters)
Private land in the Tabu near 

Safed.
With great view of the Kinneret  

Tiberias - and the Golan Heights  
1.350.000 NIS only.

The project is already in the initial 
process for future construction.

Directed and supervised by  
Rabbi Moshe Keinan

For more details -  
03-577-4277

mk0522867038@gmail.com

Great opportunity!Great opportunity!

054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS
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- Waterproofing
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- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting
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Chafetz Chaim, by calculating just how 
many negative prohibitions and positive 
commandments one violates when speak-
ing Lashon Harah. 

The Torah instructs, “You shall not go 
about gossiping among your people” (Vay-
ikra 19:17). But the continuation of the verse 
would appear to limit the prohibition: “You 
shall not stand idly by the blood of your fel-
low.” If your fellow is in jeopardy, than such 
speech is warranted - even required (See 
the comments of Chizkuni, Ohr Hachayim, 
and Ha’emek Davar, ad Loc.). 

In fact, the Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 
236) rules that the prohibition of gossip is 
not relevant if the “intention is to remove 
[the threat of potential] damage and resolve 
conflict.” See also (Shaarei Teshuva, 3:221). 
And according to the Rambam, the prohi-
bition against ‘standing idly by the blood of 
your fellow’ includes when one hears about 
a plot against his fellow but does nothing 
(Hil. Rotze’ach 1:14).  

Many authorities rule that if there is a 
to’elet - a constructive purpose for sharing 
the information - one is obligated to do so 
(See Chafetz Chaim, Hil. Lashon Hara 10:1-2, 
and the conditions he stipulates there). 

Is there a greater to’elet than protecting 
our children from abuse?

Rav Yisrael Isser Isserlein, who served 
as a dayan in Vilna in the 19th C., wrote: 
“All the books of Mussar make a lot of 
noise about the sin of Lashon Hara. I want 
to make noise about just the opposite - the 
even greater and more common sin of 
refraining from speaking negatively when 
it is necessary to save someone from harm” 
(Pitchei Teshuvah, OC 156).

In a teshuvah, Rav Moshe Shternbuch 

is highly critical of a yeshiva principal 
who refuses to accept allegations of abuse 
made against a teacher, arguing that such 
reports are Lashon Hara (Teshuvot V’han-
hagot 5:398). Rav Shternbuch writes that 
the administration is obligated to take every 
accusation seriously, even when the matter 
is unclear, and remove the suspected abuser 
from the school, or place him under close, 
constant supervision until the matter is 
resolved. He concludes, “It is a great mitz-
vah to share any suspicion or concern, and 
the principal must listen and be concerned 
and provide all students with the greatest 
level of protection. And if he is negligent he 
is included in ‘Cursed is he who carries out 
the mission of Hashem deceitfully.’”

Some rabbis suggest handling these 
matters internally and avoiding publicity. 
But the problem with keeping allegations of 
abuse quiet and handling them internally is 
that it is often the case that abusers continue 
to offend. If there is reliable information - 
raglayim la’davar - or persistent rumors 
- kala d’lo pasik - it is a mitzvah to publicize 
in order to protect the community.

Baruch Hashem, recent years have 
seen an increased awareness in the Ortho-
dox world about abuse. But it’s important 
we continue to speak about abuse in our 
communities and in our homes. By speak-
ing about abuse, we empower survivors 
to come forward and can stop the cycle of 
abuse from continuing. By speaking about 
abuse we create a safe-space where sur-
vivors can share their story and begin to 
heal. And by speaking about abuse we cre-
ate awareness in our community, and can 
educate our children, giving them the nec-
essary tools to protect themselves. 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

BAKA, GOOD INVESTMENT! Nice 2 rooms, 
private yard, good shape, good location, quiet, 
rented 4200NIS/month, 1,700,000 NIS
ARNONA, GOOD DEAL! -  Beautiful 4 rooms, 
Shabbat elevator, balcony with view, good shape, 
master bedroom, quiet, storageroom, double 
parking, only 2,850,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON WITH GARDEN - Great 4 rooms, 
duplex, 50m private garden, luxurious, parking, 
rare!

PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON -  
In a picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parking spots, rare!

We repair tiled roofs.

Detect and repair leaks.

Repair rain gutter
35 years experience in the �eld!

Numerous 
recommendations 

from satis�ed 
customers!

We repair and replace old rain gutters,
Repair and renovate tiled roofs,

Renovate and repair sof�ts  / detect leaks,
Seal closed balconies.

PVC wooden fences, wooden �oors and decks
Pergolas and tiled roofs, enclose balconies.   

Professional work / Personal service

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Meron Nemirov
Jerusalem Chapter 
Director

Turning our 
Houses Into  
Something More

ַעל־ ם֙  ֶאת־ַהדָּ ְוָרָא֤ה  ֶאת־ִמְצַרִ֒ים֒  ֣ף  ִלְנגֹּ י-הֹ  ְוָעַב֣ר 

ן֙  ַ֔תח ְולֹ֤א ִיתֵּ זּוזֹ֑ת ּוָפַס֤ח ְי-ה  ַעל־ַהפֶּ ֣י ַהמְּ תֵּ ק֔וֹף ְוַע֖ל שְׁ שְׁ ַהמַּ

ף׃ יֶכ֖ם ִלְנגֹּֽ תֵּ ִח֔ית ָלבֹ֥א ֶאל־בָּ שְׁ ַהמַּ

For when the LORD goes through to 
smite the Egyptians, He will see the blood 
on the lintel and the two doorposts, and 
the LORD will pass over the door and not 
let the Destroyer enter and smite your 
home.

Why is it that a bit of blood on our door-
posts was so powerful to keep the Malach 
Hamavet out? Why wouldn’t it have been 
good enough for Hashem to simply give 
the Malach Hamavet a map to every house 
which had God fearing Jews living in it and 
say hands off? Maybe it’s because the blood 
represents something more than just being 
a commandment for us to do. 

Rav Amnon Bazak explains that every 
sacrifice given to Hashem, from the time 
of the forefathers, had an altar built for it. 
So where is the altar here by the very first 
Korban Pesach? Masechet Pesachim gives 
us the answer; on the doorposts and on 
top. An altar isn’t just a place of sacrifice 
though, as seen through the time of Sefer 
Melachim it is also a place of refuge. Bnei 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Yisrael transformed their houses into their 
own altars to Hashem. They lived ְוָעשּׂו ִלי“ 

תוָֹכם.“ י בְּ ַכְנתִּ ׁש ְושָׁ  ִמְקדָּ

How? by coming together, with some 
good food and some family time. It should 
be a powerful lesson to us all to make the 
most of the time we have with family and 
friends. Pesach is such a strong time of 
teaching from generation to generation, 
but that can happen more than just once 
a year!

 The next time we find ourselves 
with people around a table, be it due to 
a lockdown, Pesach, or even our Shabbat 
seudah, we should recognize how special 
what we have is and realize how much 
bracha Hashem is shining on us because 
of it. Lets make the use of our time to 
transform our houses and lives into an 
altar for Hashem.

Yechezkel Eis
10th Grade, Efrat

The Ten, Ten, Ten
G-d uses the number ten three critical 

times in the Torah. In Bereshit, when G-d 
creates the world, He does so through ten 
ma’amarot- statements. Second is the ten 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Looking for 
office space 

in Jerusalem?

Private, furnished office space 
for rent in JLM city center. 

Great for therapist or seeing clients.  
Waiting room, kitchenette  

& security cameras.
Contact: goodvibeoffices@gmail.com 

or 052-441-9731.

makot, plagues, and the third is the ten 
dibrot, commandments. 

Are they connected? 
According to the Sfat Emet, 
הקליפה להסיר  מכות,  לעשר  צורך  שהיה  מה   “כי 

והסתר מעשרה מאמרות, לעשותן עשרת הדברות."

There was a need for ten plagues, to 
remove the shell and hiddenness from 
the ten statements [through which G-d 
created the world], to turn them into ten 
commandments.

But what does that mean, to turn ten 
statements into ten commandments?

Hashem created the world through ten 
ma’amarot, and He wanted everyone to 
be their best and worship Him. However, 
already in the times of Noach, that did not 
happen. So, He destroyed the whole world 
to start from the beginning. Instead, He 
chose one nation to worship Him more 
completely. Creating this nation took time. 

First, He made a brit with Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov. When they went 
down to Egypt, the Egyptians were doing 
the exact opposite of what G-d wanted. So 
G-d brought them the ten makot, to symbol-
ize the destruction of the whole world by 
destroying only Egypt and freeing Am Yis-
rael. Then, we were finally ready to make 
a brit with G-d as a nation at Har Sinai with 
the ten commandments. Now, the Jewish 
people became the ones representing G-d, 
starting at Har Sinai, getting ready to go 
into our wonderful and holy land, Eretz 
Yisrael. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org




