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What makes a nation 
stay unified throughout his-
tory? In this week’s Parsha 
we see the initial seeds that 
paved the way for Am Yisra-

el’s destiny. Usually, when people form a 
group, they give themselves a name and 
must then prove to the world they are who 
they say they are. But in this week’s par-
sha, Klal Yisrael is called a Nation. But it 
is not a name we gave ourselves; it is one 
Paroh gave us when he called us, “Am B’nei 
Yisrael.” 

I find this idea to be a special one 
because it demonstrates both our mod-
esty and the responsibility placed upon 
us by an outsider, challenging us to rise 
to the stature of “Am B’nei Yisrael.” From 
the moment we were given our name we 
became unified in sharing our destiny. 
Together we survived Mitzrayim, traveled 
through the desert, arrived and captured 
Eretz Yisrael in unison. 

The last nation-wide persecution and 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

hardship we faced was Churban Bayit 
Rishon. Since then, Klal Yisrael spread 
out around the world, divided into sects, 
and faced distinct persecutions that were 
not shared by the global Am. The Jews of 
Spain faced the inquisition. The Jews from 
France faced expulsion. Ashkenazi and 
some Sephardic Jews faced the horrors of 
the Holocaust and unfortunately the list 
goes on… 

However, throughout the last 2 millen-
nia small numbers of Jews were living in 
Israel and then even more so when Talmi-
dei HaGra returned to Israel during the 
Seminal Aliyah. Despite the diversity in 
hardships, Jews from around the world 
continue to unify in the building of Eretz 
Yisrael. It is remarkable to drive through 
the streets of Israel and see names of Jews 
from around the world who have contrib-
uted to building this Holy Land. You can 
find their names on Yeshivot, Synagogues, 
university buildings, community pro-
grams, youth clubs, hospitals, city streets, 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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just to name a few. 
The global phenomena of Achdut that 

surrounds the building of Eretz Yisrael is 
something we must cherish. The unified 
efforts of Jews outside of Israel have made 
Yishuv Ha’aretz much easier, helping Israel 
build a spiritual world, a physical world, 
and a defense system to keep those worlds, 
and our brethren, safe. With each contribu-
tion made, we solidify our destiny in Eretz 
Yisrael, while finding our way back to one 
another. 

Inspiring the Jewish people in Eretz 
Yisrael is a mission I hold dear, and you 
can most often find me discussing the 
work OU Israel does to impact tens of thou-
sands of Jews across the country. With the 
help of HaShem we’ve built OU Israel into 
an established, renowned, and respected 
institution. I thoroughly enjoy talking 
about the impact of OU Israel, detailing 
its plethora of programs for people of all 
ages, inspiring and empowering teens 
all over Israel, and our programs which 
inspire the English-speaking residents of 
Eretz Yisrael.  

What I don’t often get to speak about is 
the impact the OU has on North American 
Jewry. For Americans, the OU’s reputation 
precedes it. Its fundamental role in laying 
the foundation for thriving Jewish com-
munities across the United States is widely 
recognized, with organizations spanning 
Kashrus, to Yachad, to NCSY, to JLIC and so 
many more. We might find ourselves tak-
ing it for granted. 

But this week, joined by OU Senior Vice 
President Mrs. Esther Williams I was given 
a unique opportunity to present at the 
Knesset, at a gathering organized by  HaRav 
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itzhak Pindrus, an American-born Knesset 
member of Agudat Yisrael. The topic? How 
the State of Israel can give strength to Jews 
of the Diaspora. In attendance were mem-
bers of Jewish parties in the Knesset, my 
dear friend Mr. Yaakov Hagoel, Chairman 
of the Executive of the WZO and of course 
Nachman Shai, the Minister of Diaspora 
Affairs. 

From Aish, to Chabad, to European 
Rabbinical delegates, to the OU, we were 
asked to present our efforts in keeping 
Jewry thriving outside of Israel’s bor-
ders. For many of the people in the room, 
the OU’s central role in American Jewry 
was nothing new. But many of the Israe-
lis were blown away. Among the many 
notable elements that struck them about 
the OU, is that all profits from its Kashrus 
supervision are invested back into the 
Jewish people, creating more opportuni-
ties to connect Jews. 

To witness a gathering of Jews in the 

054-723-3863  
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The OU Israel family  
sends its deepest condolences  
to long time Maggid Shiur

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell and family
on the passing of  his wife

Shaindy a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Knesset of Israel, living up to its responsi-
bility as an Am B’nei Yisrael, is something 
I won’t soon forget. We may disagree polit-
ically with one another, but we remain 
unified in our mission to keep Am Yisrael 
thriving. Many challenges were discussed, 
such as anti-semitism, Jewish education 
and enabling Jews around the world to 
keep Halacha. But by the end of the eve-
ning, it was clear that we had a shared 
interest: lower intermarriage rates and 
helping Jews feel proud, connected and 
more inspired. 

We must continue to ask ourselves how 
we can inspire our brethren around the 
world. As always, I look forward to hear-
ing your feedback. As we remain unified in 
carrying the torch of Am B’nei Yisrael, may 
we come even closer to one another and 
welcome a bright future with the coming 
of Moshiach, B’ezrat HaShem.  

Wishing you the most uplifting and 
inspiring Shabbat possible,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

P.S. Let me take this opportunity to give 
you a friendly reminder that we greatly 
need you to enable TorahTidbits to thrive! 
Please see page 53 on how to make that 
happen.
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Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428 • US: 1-800-376-1803

Scholar in Residence

In loving memory of my mother

Karin Fürst
קארין אסתר בת אברהם יוסף הלוי ע"ה

כ"ה בטבת תשס"ח

Ari Shalit and family
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May the Torah learned from  
this issue of  Torah Tidbits be

לעילוי נשמת אימינו היקרה והאהובה
רחל לאה בת משה עזרא ע"ה
Rachel Kurcfeld a"h

on her 1st yahrzeit
כ"א טבת

Kurcfeld, Knecht, Benedek & Joffee families

Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

The Jewish people are in Egypt. A 
new Paro is concerned with the size of 
the Jewish people. He decrees hard labor, 
infanticide and then actively drowning 
the male babies. Moshe is born, raised in 
Paro’s daughter’s home. After seeing the 
Jews mistreated, he flees to Midian, mar-
ries and settles there. At age 80, Moshe 
encounters the burning bush. G-d instructs 
him to go to Paro and demand, in G-d’s 
name, to free the Jewish people. Moshe, 
after attempting to refuse this mission, 
goes to Paro. Paro increases the burdens.  
The people complain.     

1st Aliya (1:1-17) 70 Bnei Yisrael 
descend to Egypt. They grow 
exceedingly numerous, filling 

the land. A new king who knew not Yosef 

KI TEITZEI arises. Afraid that the Jews would join with 
enemies of Egypt, he seeks to weaken their 
numbers. A labor tax is followed by oppres-
sive labor. Then the midwives are 
instructed to kill the Jewish babies. The 
midwives fear G-d and do not heed Paro’s 
directive.

The book of Sh'mot, of Exodus is radi-
cally different than Bereshit.  Bereshit was 
the story of people: Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yaakov, Sarah, Rivka, Rachel and Leah.  
Then Yosef and his brothers.  And overlaid 
to the story of people is the Divine refrain, “I 
give to you the land promised to Avraham”.  
It is almost like a song with a chorus; each 
person is the verse, with the chorus of G-d’s 
promise of the land repeated. Avraham 
and his life, with G-d’s promise repeated.  
Yitzchak and his family, with G-d’s promise 
repeated. Yaakov and then the Yosef story, 
with G-d’s promise repeated. In Bereshit 
the people are centre stage, with G-d ever 
present but of few words; the repeated 
promise.

In Sh'mot G-d and man switch places.  
It is the story of Divine control of Jewish 
destiny. He is the Main Director, the Jew-
ish people the mere stage actors. He no 
longer lurks, with repeated promises. He 
acts, dominates, controls, manipulates. He 
initiates, communicates, commands. Later, 
at Sinai, He reveals Himself.

But His appearance begins only when 
we hit bottom.

Paro acts to weaken the Jewish peo-
ple. Vicious actions, including murder.  
The midwives fear G-d, refuse to murder.  
There is no mention of G-d’s actions. We 
have seen this before. G-d’s name is absent 
from the sale of Yosef, as it is here. Spiraling 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

SH'MOT
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downward we can do on our own. Man 
does a mighty fine job of cruelty all on his 
own. G-d appears when we hit bottom. 

2nd Aliya (1:18-2:10) The mid-
wives defend their actions to 
Paro. Moshe is born, placed in the 

water in a basket. Paro’s daughter rescues 
him. Miriam arranges for Moshe’s mother 
to nurse him. He is returned to Paro’s 
daughter and named Moshe.

When Moshe is born his mother “saw 
that he was good”. And he was placed in the 
water, albeit in a basket. Those 2 elements, 
water and “it was good”, immediately 
remind us of the first day of creation. In the 
beginning “the spirit of G-d hovered over 
the waters” (Genesis 1:2). And when light 
was created, “G-d saw the light and it was 
good.” Moshe’s being placed in the water 
and his mother “saw that he was good” 
could be the Torah’s way of saying there 
is a new creation story taking place: with 
Moshe’s birth, a new world dawns for the 
Jewish people.

3rd Aliya (2:11-25) Moshe 
matures. He goes out to see the 
travails of his brothers. He 

Dedicated in memory of  
our dear brother

Mark Weiner z"l
מרדכי נחמן בן חיים מאיר ושושנה ז"ל

נפטר ט"ו טבת
And our beloved father
Mike Weiner z"l

חיים מאיר בן יעקב נחום וליבה ז"ל
נפטר כ"ב טבת

Upon their yahrzeits
By the Weiner, Miller, Solomont, & Saar families
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RABBI IMMANUEL BERNSTEIN'S 

PARSHAT HASHAVUA 
SHIUR

Every Monday Evening 8pm
at 14 Chovevei Zion st, Rechavia

Discover a New Dimension  
in the Weekly Parsha!

- ALL WELCOME -
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defends a Jew by killing his Egyptian 
aggressor, and then saves a Jew from a Jew-
ish aggressor. He flees for his life to Midian, 
aids Yitro’s daughters, is welcomed by 
Yitro, marries Zipporah, has a child Ger-
shom. “For I am a stranger in a strange 
land”. G-d sees the suffering of the Jews and 
remembers his covenant with Avraham, 
Yitchak and Yaakov.

Moshe names his son Gershom, for “I 
am a stranger”. Which strange land is he 
referring to? Being a Jew in Egypt? Or being 
an Egyptian in Midian? Where is Moshe’s 
home?

The story to this point is the story of 
people; G-d has yet to appear. In a world 
without G-d’s presence, there are good peo-
ple and bad people. Paro, evil. Midwives, 
good. Moshe’s parents, brave. Paro’s daugh-
ter, good. Moshe’s sister, altruistic. Egyptian 
slave master, cruel. Jews struggling, violent.  
Yitro, welcoming.  

And Moshe? Goes out. Concerned.  
Helps those who need help. Feels angst; a 
stranger.

G-d appears. His name appears 5 times 
in 3 verses. Everything changes now. Or 
perhaps not. All the human activity to this 
point; has He orchestrated it, or is it people 
doing what people do? Some good, some 
not? Or mere puppets in the Hand of the 
Puppeteer?

4th Aliya (3:1-15) Moshe and the 
burning bush. Moshe, Moshe, 
Hineni. G-d speaks, Moshe cow-

ers.  G-d tells him:  I have seen the suffering 
of My people. I will save them from Egypt 
and bring them to the land of milk and 
honey. I am sending you to go to Paro and 
he will release my people from Egypt.  

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
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JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!
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Hotline option avaliable 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Moshe objects: who am I to go to Paro? And 
the Jewish people will question who sent 
me. G-d says: tell them the G-d of their fore-
fathers, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov 
sent you.

The entire story of the Torah changes 
here. G-d moves from the unseen force 
behind human action to directly dictating 
human activity. He tells Moshe that He will 
take the Jewish people out of Egypt and 
bring them to the land of Israel. Up until 
now, the Jewish people have been prom-
ised the land but have lived only with the 
promise, not with its fulfillment. They have 
not seen the Hand of G-d but have rather 
detected it behind the events. As Yosef said 
“G-d has brought me to Egypt to save the 
family.”  He never heard that. He peered 
behind the veil and detected it.

Now the veil is drawn. Moshe is told in 
vivid detail exactly what will transpire. The 
Jews will be sent out by Paro.  The story of 
the Exodus from Egypt is a pillar of Jewish 
belief because it is a blatant, direct display 
of G-d’s Hand in our history. It is His Hand 
in full display, not behind the veil.  

5th Aliya (3:16-4:17) G-d contin-
ues: Gather the people. Tell them 
that I will take them to the Land.  

They will listen. Go to Paro. I know he will 
not listen. I will smite the Egyptians. You 
will be loaded with gold, silver and clothing 
from the Egyptians. Moshe is still con-
vinced that the people will not believe him.  
G-d gives him signs:  staff turns to snake 

Double Mazel Tov to
Marvin & Tirtza Jotkowitz

on the Bar-Mitzvah of a grandson
and the birth of a great-granddaughter



12     TORAH TIDBITS 1448 / SH'MOT 5782

DADDY’S CARAVAN RENTAL 
NO ROOM? EXTRA GUESTS?
-SHABBAT CHATAN/SIMCHAS 
(WILL FIT IN A DRIVEWAY!)
-TIYUL/CAMPING -FULLY 
EQUIPPED, ELECTRICITY AND 
WATER HOOK UP, SLEEPS 4.

FOR DETAILS:  
052-389-7728
ay_orbach@hotmail.com

and then back, hand turns leprous and 
then back. And water to blood. Moshe 
objects: I am not a good speaker. G-d says: 
I give speech to man. I will send Aharon 
with you. He will speak. Take your staff.

As Moshe hears more details and is 
given signs to bring to the people, he reluc-
tantly acquiesces to being the human 
conduit for the Divine Hand. He realizes 
that his human weaknesses are irrelevant; 
he is merely the puppet in the hand of the 
puppeteer. The Exodus from Egypt is not 
the story of a great, charismatic leader 
who leads his people from oppression to 
freedom, displaying the power of human 
will in the face of injustice. It is the story 
of the Divine Hand guiding human events 
through a reluctant leader. This is not 
Moshe’s story. It is the Divine’s. Moshe 
reluctantly agrees to his role in this, the 
most momentous display of Divine Provi-
dence in history.

6th Aliya (4:18-31) Moshe gets 
Yitro’s blessing to return to Egypt.  
G-d tells Moshe that those seek-

ing his death have died. G-d tells him to tell 
Paro: G-d says Israel is my first born. Send 
out my son, for if you do not, I will slay your 
first born. Zippora circumcises her son.  
Aharon greets Moshe.  They gather the peo-
ple. The people believe that G-d will redeem 
them.

G-d adds one more thing to Moshe; 
Israel is My first born. As if to say – “Moshe, 
this is a story of love. I view the Jewish peo-
ple as my beloved first born.” And. Refusal 

by Paro will result in Divine punishment.  
Our western ethos is uncomfortable with 
these central principles of Judaism: G-d’s 
Hand in history, G-d’s love for the Jewish 
people, and Divine punishment. As Rabbi 
Sacks, z”l, said; Radical then. Radical now.

7th Aliya (5:1-6:1) Moshe and 
Aharon approach Paro, request-
ing a 3-day journey to the desert 

to celebrate. Paro refuses. He increases the 
workload. Conflict arises between the Jew-
ish workers and the Egyptian supervisors.  
The Jews criticize Moshe for increasing 
their burden. Moshe complains to G-d. G-d 
reassures him that through a strong hand, 
Paro will send them out.

Moshe encounters the uncomfortable 
reality of human beings. The unfolding of 
the Divine plan does not preclude resis-
tance. People don’t embrace the Divine 
plan with open arms. Man meanders as 
the Divine plan unfolds.  But unfold it does.

HAFTORAH SH’MOT 
YESHAYAHU 27:6-28:13; 

29:22-23

This week’s haftorah echoes the reading 
of this week's parsha of Sh’mot on a num-
ber of levels.

One of the connections to the parsha is 
the message of redemption which is stated 
by the prophet Yeshayahu - “and you shall 
be gathered one by one, O children of 

Mazal Tov to
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on the birth of a grandson
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Israel.” This sounds very similar to the mes-
sage of Hashem to Moshe, communicated 
at the Burning Bush.

Although the haftorah emphasizes the 
future redemption of Israel it also spot-
lights certain admonitions concerning the 
Jew’s wayward behavior and disloyalty to 
God.

On a positive note the prophet exclaims: 
And it will come to pass on that day that 
a great shofar will be sounded, and those 
lost in land of Assyria and those exiled in 
the land of Egypt will come, and they will 
prostrate themselves before the Lord on 
the holy mountain in Jerusalem,”

The haftorah ends on a soaring note: 
“Now Jacob will no longer be ashamed, and 
now his face will not pale. For when he sees 
his children, the work of my hand, in his 
midst, who shall sanctify My name...and 
the God of Israel they will revere.” 

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!



14     TORAH TIDBITS 1448 / SH'MOT 5782

THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Open Eyes, 
and an  
Open Heart

I was always taught of the advantage of 
simplicity in language. My favorite author 
during my adolescence was Ernest Hem-
ingway, and I remember reading comments 
that he made criticizing those who used 
multi-syllable words when shorter words 
would suffice.

Then, I went to graduate school in psy-
chology and learned quite the opposite 
lesson. There I learned that if one could 
invent a word with multiple syllables to 
describe a simple phenomenon, he could 
gain credibility as an expert, even without 
real expertise.

Take, for example, a word with seven 
syllables: compartmentalization. Sounds 
impressive, but what does it mean? The 
dictionary that I consulted offers two mean-
ings. One, “the act of distributing things into 
classes or categories of the same type.” A 
simple definition, but one having nothing 
to do with psychology.

The second dictionary definition that I 
discovered is “a mild state of dissociation.” 

Of course, to understand this definition, one 
must know that dissociation is a psycholog-
ical process by which one splits two sets of 
perceptions or emotions into two separate 
inner worlds so that one does not affect the 
other.

All of us practice compartmentalization 
in this sense when we turn on the television, 
see some news events that are especially 
troubling to us and simply turn off the TV. 
Many of us did this recently when we wit-
nessed the terrible forest fires in northern 
Israel and the horrible deaths of more than 
forty people. Watching the agony of the 
families whose loved ones were consumed 
by that fire was, for many of us, too much 
to bear. And so, perhaps after a minute or 
so, we turned off the TV to avoid being con-
fronted with such human suffering.

This might be normal human behavior, 
and perhaps even necessary to avoid being 
constantly overwhelmed with negative 
emotions. But it is not the behavior of a true 
leader. And it was not the behavior of Moses 
in this week’s Torah portion, Shemot.

Rather, “...he went out unto his breth-
ren, and looked on their burdens...” (Exodus 
2:11). Upon which Rashi comments, “He 

Refuah Shleima:
נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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gave his eyes and his heart [in order] to 
be troubled about them”. Not only did he 
not avoid the scene of Jewish suffering, but 
he made sure that he beheld it (“his eyes”), 
and that it affected him emotionally (“his 
heart”).

Two very important, albeit very differ-
ent, early 20th century commentators have 
much to say about our verse. Rabbi Joseph 
Hertz, in his sadly neglected commentary, 
writes, “He went out to his brethren. In 
later ages it must alas be said of many a 
son of Israel who had become great, that 
he went away from his brethren.” How 
well this former chief rabbi of the British 
Commonwealth captures the notion of 
compartmentalization. It is the process 
by which we “look away” from upsetting 
scenes, rather than carefully looking “at 
them”.

Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv, known as the 
“Alter” (old man) of Kelm devotes the open-
ing sermon of his remarkable collection of 
ethical discourses to our verse and to the 
criticism of the psychological process which 
we call “compartmentalization”.

The “Alter” points out that Moses was 
not content simply to hear about the suffer-
ing of his brothers while he sat comfortably 
in the palace. Rather he “went out” to see 
for himself. Moses wanted to witness the 
suffering of his brothers personally. Moses 
knew the secret of the power of direct sen-
sory perception. Moses wanted to have the 
image of the burdens of slavery impressed 

upon his mind’s eye.
For the “Alter”, who was one of the earli-

est leaders of the Mussar movement, ethical 
behavior demands the use of imagery to 
arouse emotions and thus stimulate proper 
ethical behavior. Moses used his eyes to 
inspire his heart to motivate his actions. 
Vision, feeling, behavior: the three essential 
components of the truly ethical personality.

The lesson for all of us here is that to be a 
truly ethical person, one must invest in the 
effort of becoming familiar with the plight 
of others. One must avoid the temptation of 
“looking away”. From a psychological per-
spective, compartmentalization might be a 
healthy defense mechanism, necessary to 
avoid being flooded by images of evil. From 
an ethical perspective, on the other hand, 
compartmentalization is a seven-syllable 
word which, in simple terms, means avoid-
ance of one’s responsibilities to another.

How instructive is the Hasidic tale of 
the Rabbi who met the village drunkard 
in the town square. The drunkard asked 
him, “Rabbi, do you love me?” To which 
the rabbi replied, “Of course I love you. I 
love all Jews!”

The drunkard then responded, “So 
tell me then, Rabbi. What hurts me?” The 
rabbi had no answer, and so the drunk-
ard exclaimed, “If you truly loved me, you 
would know what hurts me.”

To know what hurts, we must be sure 
to open our eyes and hearts to see and feel 
the pain. 
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On Not Obeying 
Immoral Orders

The opening chapters of Exodus plunge 
us into the midst of epic events. Almost at a 
stroke the Israelites are transformed from 
protected minority to slaves. Moses passes 
from prince of Egypt to Midianite shepherd 
to leader of the Israelites through a histo-
ry-changing encounter at the Burning Bush. 
Yet it is one small, often overlooked episode 
that deserves to be seen as a turning-point 
in the history of humanity. Its heroines are 
two remarkable women, Shifra and Puah.

We do not know who they were. The 
Torah gives us no further information about 
them other than that they were midwives, 
instructed by Pharaoh: ‘When you are help-
ing the Hebrew women during childbirth 
on the delivery stool, if you see that the 
baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let 
her live’ (Ex. 1:16). The Hebrew description 

of the two women as hameyaldot ha’ivriyot 
is ambiguous. It could mean “the Hebrew 
midwives”; so most translations and com-
mentaries read it. But it could equally mean, 
“the midwives to the Hebrews,” in which 
case they may have been Egyptian. That 
is how Josephus,1 Abarbanel and Samuel 
David Luzzatto understand it, arguing that 
it is simply implausible to suppose that 
Hebrew women would have been party to 
an act of genocide against their own people.

What we do know, however, is that they 
refused to carry out the order: “The mid-
wives, however, feared God and did not 
do what the King of Egypt had told them to 
do; they let the boys live” (Ex. 1:17). This is 
the first recorded instance in history of civil 
disobedience: refusing to obey an order, given 
by the most powerful man in the most pow-
erful empire of the ancient world, simply 
because it was immoral, unethical, inhuman.

The Torah suggests that they did so with-
out fuss or drama. Summoned by Pharaoh 
to explain their behaviour, they simply 
replied: “Hebrew women are not like Egyp-
tian women; they are vigorous and give 
birth before the midwives arrive” (Ex. 1:19). 
To this, Pharaoh had no reply. The mat-
ter-of-factness of the entire incident reminds 

1  Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, II.9.2.
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us of one of the most salient findings about 
the courage of those who saved Jewish lives 
during the Holocaust. They had little in 
common except for the fact that they saw 
nothing remarkable in what they did.2 Often 
the mark of real moral heroes is that they do 
not see themselves as moral heroes. They do 
what they do because that is what a human 
being is supposed to do. That is probably the 
meaning of the statement that they “feared 
God.” It is the Torah’s generic description of 
those who have a moral sense.3 

It took more than three thousand years 
for what the midwives did to become 
enshrined in international law. In 1946, the 
Nazi war criminals on trial at Nuremberg all 
offered the defence that they were merely 
obeying orders, given by a duly constituted 
and democratically elected government. 
Under the doctrine of national sovereignty 
every government has the right to issue its 
own laws and order its own affairs. It took a 
new legal concept, namely a ‘crime against 
humanity’, to establish the guilt of the archi-
tects and administrators of genocide.

The Nuremberg principle gave legal sub-
stance to what the midwives instinctively 
understood: that there are some orders 
that should not be obeyed, because they are 
immoral. Moral law transcends and may 
override the law of the state. As the Talmud 
puts it: “If there is a conflict between the 
words of the Master [God] and the words of 
a disciple [a human being], the words of the 
Master must prevail” (Kiddushin 42b). 

2  See James Q. Wilson, The Moral Sense, 
New York, Free Press, 1993, pp. 35-39, and 
the literature cited there.
3  See, for example, Gen. 20:11.
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The Nuremberg trials were not the first 
occasion on which the story of the mid-
wives had a significant impact on history. 
Throughout the Middle Ages the Church, 
knowing that knowledge is power and 
therefore preferring to keep it exclusively in 
the hands of the priesthood, had forbidden 
vernacular translations of the Bible. In the 
course of the sixteenth century, three devel-
opments changed this irrevocably. First was 
the Reformation, with its maxim Sola scrip-
tura, “By Scripture alone,” placing the Bible 
centre-stage in the religious life. 

Second was the invention, in the mid-fif-
teenth century, of printing. Lutherans were 
convinced that this was Divine Providence. 
God had sent the printing press so that the 
doctrines of the Reformed church could be 
spread worldwide.

Third was the fact that some people, 
regardless of the ban, had translated the 
Bible anyway. John Wycliffe and his follow-
ers had done so in the fourteenth century, 
but the most influential rebel was William 
Tyndale whose translation of the New Tes-
tament, begun in 1525, became the first 
printed Bible in English. He paid for this 
with his life.

When Queen Mary I took the Church of 
England back to Catholicism, many English 
Protestants fled to Calvin’s Geneva, where 
they produced a new translation, based on 
Tyndale, called the Geneva Bible. Produced 
in a small, affordable edition, it was smug-
gled into England in large numbers. Able 
to read the Bible by themselves for the first 
time, people soon discovered that it was, as 
far as monarchy is concerned, a highly sedi-
tious document. 

It tells of how God told Samuel that in 
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seeking to appoint a King, the Israelites were 
rejecting Him as their only Sovereign. It 
describes graphically how the Prophets were 
unafraid to challenge Kings, which they did 
with the authority of God Himself. And it 
told the story of the midwives who refused 
to carry out Pharaoh’s order. On this, in a 
marginal note, the Geneva Bible endorses 
their refusal, criticising only the fact that, in 
explaining their behaviour, they told a lie. 
The note says, “Their disobedience herein 
was lawful, but their dissembling evil.” 

King James understood clearly the dire 
implication of that one sentence. It meant 
that a King could be disobeyed on the 
authority of God Himself: a clear and cate-
gorical refutation of the idea of the Divine 
right of Kings.4 Eventually, unable to stop 
the spread of Bibles in translation, King 
James decided to commission his own ver-
sion which appeared in 1611. But by then 
the damage had been done and the seeds 
of what became the English revolution had 
been planted. Throughout the seventeenth 
century, by far the most influential force 
in English politics was the Hebrew Bible 
as understood by the Puritans, and it was 
the Pilgrim Fathers who took this faith with 
them on their journey to what would even-
tually become the United States of America.

A century and a half later, it was the work 
of another English radical, Thomas Paine, 
that made a decisive impact on the Amer-
ican revolution. His pamphlet, Common 
Sense, was published in America in Janu-
ary 1776 and became an instant best seller, 

4  See Christopher Hill, The English Bible 
and the Seventeenth-Century Revolution, 
London: Allen Lane, 1993.
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OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!
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twentieth century. Their story also ends 
with a lovely touch. The text says: “So God 
was kind to the midwives and the people 
increased and became even more numer-
ous. And because the midwives feared God, 
He gave them houses” (Ex. 1:20-21).

Luzzatto interpreted this last phrase to 
mean that He gave them families of their 
own. Often, he wrote, midwives are women 
who are unable to have children. In this 
case, God blessed Shifra and Puah by giving 
them children, as he had done for Sarah, 
Rebecca and Rachel.

This too is a not unimportant point. The 
closest Greek literature comes to the idea of 
civil disobedience is the story of Antigone 
who insisted on giving her brother Polynices 
a burial despite the fact that King Creon had 
refused to permit it, regarding him as a traitor 
to Thebes. Sophocles’ Antigone is a tragedy: 
the heroine must die because of her loyalty 
to her brother and her disobedience to the 
King. By contrast, the Hebrew Bible is not a 
tragedy. In fact biblical Hebrew has no word 
meaning “tragedy” in the Greek sense. Good 
is rewarded, not punished, because the uni-
verse, God’s work of art, is a world in which 
moral behaviour is blessed and evil, briefly 
in the ascendant, is ultimately defeated.

Shifra and Puah are two of the great her-
oines of world literature, the first to teach 
humanity the moral limits of power. 

selling 100,000 copies almost immediately. 
Its impact was huge, and because of it he 
became known as “the father of the Ameri-
can Revolution.” Despite the fact that Paine 
was an atheist, the opening pages of Com-
mon Sense, justifying rebellion against a 
tyrannical King, are entirely based on cita-
tions from the Hebrew Bible. In the same 
spirit, that summer Benjamin Franklin 
drew, as his design for the Great Seal of 
America, a picture of the Egyptians (i.e. the 
English) drowning in the Red Sea (i.e. the 
Atlantic), with the caption, “Rebellion to 
tyrants is obedience to God.” Thomas Jeffer-
son was so struck by the sentence that he 
recommended it to be used on the Great Seal 
of Virginia, and later incorporated it in his 
personal seal.

The story of the midwives belongs to a 
larger vision implicit throughout the Torah 
and Tanach as a whole: that right is sover-
eign over might, and that even God Himself 
can be called to account in the name of jus-
tice, as He expressly mandates Abraham to 
do. Sovereignty ultimately belongs to God, 
so any human act or order that transgresses 
the will of God is by that fact alone ultra 
vires. These revolutionary ideas are intrinsic 
to the biblical vision of politics and the use 
of power.

In the end, though, it was the courage of 
two remarkable women that created the 
precedent later taken up by the American 
writer Thoreau5 in his classic essay Civil 
Disobedience (1849) that in turn inspired 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. in the 

5  See Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobe-
dience, Boston: David R. Godine, 1969, first 
published in 1849.

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.
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Call +972-58-5416146  
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Winter Sale*

₪for Morocco issue PLUS  one past issue
(incl. delivery)  

WE DELIVER WORLDWIDE !!!

Depressed by travel bans?  
Visit Morocco without leaving home!

 70
Meticulously researched 
Jewish history magazine, 
superbly written and 
richly illustrated with rare 
photos, timelines, maps, and 
infographics

OFFER VALID TIL DECEMBER 31st
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Your donation is an investment in the future of Hebron, its citizens, 
and the soldiers who risk their lives to protect it. 

You can ensure a Jewish presence in Hebron Israel.
Now and forever.

December 28 and 29
all donations will be DOUBLED

so you can make a greater impact for Hebron.

THE NEXT CHAPTER
BEGINS WITH YOU

Visit our website at www.hebronfund.org/match
or call (718) 677-6886 to have your donation DOUBLED today.
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CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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Mishnah Yomi

Everything you need to succeed at

Join Klal Yisroel for the new cycle of Mishnah Yomi! Learn two 
mishnayos a day and finish all of Mishnah in under six years!

Wide variety of shiurim on 
the new All Mishnah App.  

Mishnah Yomi tracker to 
stay on track.

ALL MISHNAH APP: R E S O U R C E S : 

Special offers including 
a free pocket Mishnayos 

Berachos + Calendar

Mishnayos shiurim for 
children by R’ Fishel 
Schachter by phone:

929 299 6700

ArtScroll.com

Shabbos Shemos/Dec. 25
New cycle begins: 

Watch: Welcome to 
Mishnah Yomi by All 
Mishnah & ArtScroll

D O W N L O A D  F R E E

or visit :  al lmishnah.org/yomi

MenuHome My AccountLibrary Search Calendar

Reference Materials

Berachos 1:3Berachos 1:3

See All

Supplemental Clips

Shiurim

22:26 24:29

18:4430:11

26
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

27 28 29 30 31 1

Berachos 1:3

12:34
26 December
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Finding the connection between 
the 27th and 28th chapters of Sefer 
Yishayahu – the source of this 

week’s haftarah – and the events of the para-
sha is not simple. Indeed, we have discussed 
a number of possibilities over the past 
years including the words of the navi that, 
although Israel will be punished for her sins, 
she would, nonetheless, survive and return 
from her exile – a theme that hearkens 
back to the Egyptian enslavement when 
Israel suffered but survived and returned to 
their land. We also pointed to the prophet’s 
description of the “infantile” state of under-
standing among the Jews of the day who had 
to be taught as a child – slowly, gradually, 
with small steps, just as Moshe had to teach 
the Israelites about Hashem and His Mitzvot 
while they were in Egypt.

Recently, I realized that the very begin-
ning of the haftarah parallels the opening 
words of the parasha, thereby creating a 
commonality and a connection between 
these two readings, something which might 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

have convinced the early Rabbanim to 
establish this section of Sefer Yishayahu 
as haftarah for this parasha. Our para-
sha begins with the statement Eleh shmot 
B‘nei YISRA’EL HABA’IM Mitzraymah et 
YA’AKOV……..” and our haftarah opens with 
the words: “HABA’IM yashresh YA’AKOV 
yatzitz ufarach YISRA’EL…..” Perhaps these 
similarities were seen as the tie the haftarah 
to the parasha.

But we would be remiss were we to focus 
on the beginning of the haftarah alone and 
not take time to analyze the closing verse the 
27th chapter, a well-known pasuk that ends 
the navi’s vision of Israel’s return to her 
land. It begins with the prophecy that tells 
of that day when “Yitakah b’shofar gadol”, a 
great shofar will be sounded which will her-
ald the return of the exiles to Eretz Yisra’el. 

HaRav Soloveitchik describes this 
momentous occasion when all men will 
stand before Hashem; a moment when ALL 
will be equal, whether refined or vulgar, 
whether wise or boorish, whether a believer 
or a heretic. And he states:

“All will feel the splendor of G-d…when 
confronted with the stirring blast of the 
shofar….All inhabitants of the world and 
dwellers of the earth without exception will 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Shifra & Rivka Homes in Rechavia/Shaarei Chessed!
• Saidoff - large 4.5 room, renovated, long term rental! 
11,000NIS 
• 5 room renovated rental in 
Rechavia 12,500NIS
• Very rare 148 sqm Wolfson villa 
with massive balcony (around 
70m), views, elevator! 8.5 m NIS
• 3.5 room Lev Rechavia apartment for sale!  
Comes with 2 storage rooms and parking, 3.9m NIS
WE WOULD LOVE TO HELP YOU FIND, SELL OR RENT YOUR APARTMENT!

Shifra Lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnik 0526965596
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The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/shabat 

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2317877

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.

witness His appearance and will hear His 
voice speaking to them from eternity and 
infinity….All will face Him, all hearts will 
be directed toward Him, all ears alert to His 
sound. Man will be unable to hide or be dis-
tracted; there will be no refuge or escape.” 

Upon reading these words, I wonder 
when would any human being experience 
such a moment during his/her lifetime. Is 
there anything close to this? Can we even 
imagine such a time?

And it is then that I realized that indeed 
we all do! Or we all can! It is the moment of 
TEFILLAH. Prayer can be a time when our 
hearts are directed to Him with no distrac-
tion, a moment when we can sense G-d’s 
presence and when we can almost hear His 
voice answering us. It could be a time when 
we feel G-d’s splendor.

It can be……if we but will it! 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

It’s All in the 
Family

The opening of Sefer Shemos references 
the 70 offspring of Yaakov that descended 
to Mitzrayim.  Yet, the actual names specif-
ically mentioned are limited to the eleven 
sons of Yaakov (Yosef was already situated 
in Mitzrayim). Rather than rename all 
of the individuals as appears in Parshas 
Vayechi, the Torah uses the phrase “ה  ֵא֗לֶּ
ּוֵבית֖וֹ ֲעקֹ֔ב ִא֥יׁש  יַֽ ִא֖ים ִמְצָרְ֑יָמה ֵא֣ת  ָרֵא֔ל ַהבָּ ֵנ֣י ִישְׂ בְּ מוֹת֙   שְׁ

אּו  And these are the names of the sons of“ :בָּֽ
Israel who came to Egypt; with Jacob, each 
man and his household came:”  

The emphasis at this juncture is twofold. 
One on the “family” unit.  Each of the tribes 
arrived in Egypt with their respective chil-
dren (households).  Second, each tribe had 
their own family but the common denomi-
nator was that they were tied to Yaakov, not 
only physically, but in the spiritual arena 
as well.   

Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch explains 
the significance of the family at this time.  
As we embark on the second book of the 
Torah, referred to by the Ramban as “sefer 
hagalus v’hageula” (the book of the exile 
and exodus), the book that relays the story 
of the creation of the Jewish nation, we 
must understand that a nation is comprised 
of not only individuals, but of families.  

Tradition is transmitted from parent to 
child.  In order for a nation to survive, 
family must serve as its foundation.   As the 
tribes entered galus, they took with them 
what they learned from their father Yaakov 
and transmitted it to their children. Only 
by combining the strength of each family 
are we able to build an everlasting nation.

We not only descended to Egypt as 
families, there is an emphasis on families 
when we exited as well.  The korban Pesach 
which was sacrificed on the eve of Yitziyas 
Mitzrayim, had to be eaten together with 
one’s family.  The salvation was not merely 
on an individual level, but for it to be eter-
nal, it had to encompass the family. 

It is no coincidence that we refer to a 
family structure as a “family tree” rather 
than a family map or chart.  A family tree 
is comprised of many branches – each rep-
resenting another family unit, yet they are 
all connected to the same trunk or roots.   
Essentially, they receive their “nourish-
ment” from the same source, even though 
they are independent from each other.  
Each child builds their home based on 
the masores, the morals and principles 
received from their parents. 

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach explains 
why we compare a chasan and kallah to 
“invey hagefen”, the vines of grapes in a 
similar manner. Vines, unlike trees cannot 
stand on their own. They require some-
thing upon which to lean. Both the bride 
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and groom should lean on each other and 
use the lessons they learned from their par-
ents as a foundation upon which to build 
their bayis ne’eam b’yisrael! We may add 
that families are referred to as “mateh” a 
stick, perhaps to highlight that they serve 
as that backbone.  

As we begin our journey through sefer 
Shemos, let us utilize this time to fortify 
our household. To appreciate the unique 
attributes of each child, while maintain-
ing a cohesive family unit. To avoid the 
sibling rivalry that permeates the par-
shiyos in Sefer Bereshis. To be able to 
properly convey the beauty of the Torah 
and our excitement when engaging in the 
performance of mitzvos to our children.  
By transmitting the masores to the next 
generation, we are ensuring the eternal 
blossoming of the Jewish nation. 

Best of 
Broadway   
The Jewish 
Connection
MONDAY JANUAEY 17 | 20:30
Performance Art Theatre -
Kfar Saba
Keren Kagarlitsky conductor

Simon Cohen singer
Colin Schachat singer

 1-700-70-4000 |*6775
www . j s o . c o . i l
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Righteous 
Reward

We meet two famous midwives in our 
parashah, Shifra and Puah, and are struck 
by their tremendous courage and deter-
mination to save Jewish baby boys. Their 
reward is forthcoming. “Hashem was good 
to the midwives” (Shemot 1:20). Yet before 
recording what that good entailed the pas-
suk continues, “and the people increased 
and became very numerous.” (ibid.) It is 
only in the following passuk that we are 
told, “Because the midwives feared G-d, 
He made them houses.” (Shemot 1:21) Can 
we say that this “making of houses” was 
the “good” Hashem bestowed even though 
there seems to be an interruption between 
the two statements?

Rav Belsky in Einei Yisrael comments 
that seeing the results of one’s actions 
is of the greatest benefits a person can 

experience. So often we get involved in 
projects and endeavors, and never know 
if our efforts have yielded success. Teach-
ers, for example, invest so much in their 
students, devoting time, concern and feel-
ing but rarely see the full results of their 
efforts. Although a student may even credit 
a teacher for changing his life, the teacher 
won’t know and reap the nachas. In this 
case, the midwives witnessed the prolif-
eration of their people, “and the people 
increased and became very numerous.” 
This was the greatest reward imaginable.

Shifra’s and Puah’s main concern was 
the propagation and continuity of Am Yis-
rael. Therefore, notes Rav Sorotzokin in 
Meged Yosef, this was the goodness they 
experienced. Since their entire focus was 
on the welfare of their people and not 
about themselves, Hashem blessed them 
with “houses of leadership”, instilling self-
lessness to guide and lead into our spiritual 
DNA. Nurturing Jewish women, watching 
their families prosper and grow, was the 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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ultimate goodness possible.
A different approach is offered by the 

sefer Vayavinu Bamikra. When Paroh 
admonished the midwives for defying his 
directive, they responded that the Jewish 
women give birth too quickly on their 
own and the midwives were powerless to 
carry out Paroh’s orders. The utmost good 
Hashem could give them was in validating 
their argument. Thus, we see that our pas-
suk’s (Shemot 1:20) flow is quite accurate. 
The people “increased and became very 
strong”, a perfect proof that their argument 
was legitimate. The following passuk then 
describes the reward that Hashem gave the 
midwives, He “made for them houses”, for 
the yirat shamayim they displayed.

Rav Rabinovitz, in Tiv HaTorah shares 
an appropriate message from this inci-
dent. The goodness that Hashem did for 
the midwives was providing them with the 
opportunity to save Jewish children. Each 
time we do a mitzvah a declaration rings 
in Heaven, “so and so merited to perform 
a mitzvah!” Baruch Hashem doing mitzvot 
are so much a part of what we do that we 
forget to realize that simply being able to 
do a mitzvah is a gift. This passuk teaches 
us that not only does Hashem’s goodness 
and kindness generate our merit to do a 
mitzvah, but also that such merit is itself a 
reward. This attitude can change our per-
spective dramatically. The way we think 
about doing mitzvot shifts, and we go 
from, “oh, I have to do a mitzvah”, to “what 
a zechut I have to do a mitzvah!” 

Karni Goldshmid-Lahav
you're on your way home

+972-52-6526144
www.karnirealty.co.il

Your property is my priority
5 ROOMS IN BAK'A 

Stunning apt in Bustan Yehudah,
shabbos elevator, partial sukkah
balcony, storage and parking.   

 Price: NIS 4,500,000

4 ROOMS IN SAN SIMONE/KATAMON
On Rav Ashi St., quiet and lovely apt

with master bedroom, elevator,
storage and parking. 95 sqm.           

 Price: NIS 2,600,000

Mazal Tov to
Ben & Dvorah Gasner and family  

on the birth of a granddaughter
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, December 20 - Rebbitzen Pearl Borow’s 
shiur is sponsored in the merit of and for an aliyat 

neshama of Roslyn Ray Zuckerman a”h,  
beloved sister as well as a beloved friend of   

Ruby Ray & Rabbi Jay Karzen

Wednesday, December 22 - Rabbi Kimchi’s shiur is 
sponsored by Hanna Weil in honor of the Levi Family

Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim 
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic 
year have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of 

an aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Shovavim: 
Remove Your 
Shoes

When Rav Yehuda Zev Segal zt’l, the 
Manchester Rosh Yeshivah was visiting 
Vienna on matters relating to the Jewish 
community, he unexpectedly requested to 
be taken to daven at the kever of the Tchor-
tkover Rebbe, Reb Yisrael Friedman, zy’a. 
Those travelling with the Rosh Yeshivah 
were taken by surprise. While the heilige 
Tchortkover, a grandson of the Rhizner 
Rebbe, was beloved as a great tzadik and 
talmid chacham, Rav Segal was a tradi-
tional student of Mir, davening at kivrei 
tzadikim was not part of his typical reper-
toire. Furthermore, the Manchester Rosh 
Yeshivah was known for his constant has-
mada, singular focus on Torah study and 
Mussar. Exacting with his time, the Rosh 
Yeshivah was careful and deliberate with 
every moment of his day. Of what specific 
interest was davening by the Tchortkover’s 
kever?

The Manchester Rosh Yeshiva explained 
that years earlier, he had heard a ma’aseh, 
a story about the Tchortkover Rebbe by 
which he was moved and inspired:

One afternoon, the Tchortkover Rebbe 
was taking a walk with his holy cousin, 

Reb Avraham Yaakov, the Sadigerer Rebbe. 
While the two righteous men strolled 
through the park discussing lofty ideas in 
Torah and Avodah, they sat down to rest 
on a bench. When a non-Jewish woman 
sat right down next to them, the Sadigerer 
Rebbe immediately began to stand up, but 
the Tchortkover Rebbe placed his hand on 
his cousin’s knee and flashed him a look 
to remain seated. After some time, the 
Tchortkover Rebbe glanced at his watch 
and feigned surprise, exclaiming audibly in 
German, “Oy, would you look at the time… 
it’s getting late! Dear cousin, we have to go.” 

The Rosh Yeshivah said that being in 
Vienna reminded him of the extraordi-
nary sensitivity of the Rebbe, and desired 
to daven by his kever in order to merit such 
midos tovos in his interactions with others. 

Our sedra describes Moshe’s sojourn 
into the desert to tend the sheep belonging 
to his father in law, Yisro. While shepherd-
ing, he takes note of the extraordinary sight 
of the Burning Bush:
ֶנה…  י ָסר ִלְראוֹת ַוִיְקָרא ֵאָליו ֱאלֹקים ִמּתוְֹך ַהסְּ ַויְרא ה׳ כִּ

קוֹם  ַהמָּ י  כִּ ַרְגֶל֔יָך  ֵמַעל  ל־ְנָעֶליָך  שַׁ ֲהלֹם  ְקַרב  ַאל־תִּ ַויֹאֶמר 

ה עוֵֹמד ָעָל֔יו ַאְדַמת־קֶֹדׁש הּוא׃ ר ַאתָּ ֲאשֶׁ

When Hashem saw that he had turned 
aside to look, God called to him out of the 
bush; And He said, “Do not come closer. 
Remove your shoes from your feet, for the 
place on which you stand is holy ground” 
(Shemos, 3:5) continued on next page...
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Rebbe Shlomo Ephraim of Lunshitz, 
also called the K’li Yakar, was the Rav of 
Prague and successor to the great Maharal. 
He explains Hashem’s request for Moshe to 
remove his sandals before the Sneh Bo’er. 
Shoes serve as a separation, a protection 
and buffer between our feet and that which 
we walk upon. While walking barefoot, we 
feel even the smallest pebble on the ground 
and the slightest presence of debris. At the 
Sneh Bo’er,, Hashem is summoning Moshe 
to become “Moshe Rabbeinu”, to assume 
his responsibility and leadership. Asking 
Moshe to remove that which ‘separates’ 
him from feeling every bump and bris-
tle was a way to further instruct Moshe 
in identifying with and being sensitive to 
the needs and feelings of the people in his 
charge. 

“Shovavim Ta’t” is a roshei teivos, an 
acronym for the parshios from Shemos 
through Tetzaveh, and the season in which 
they are read. According to mystical tra-
dition, the season of Shovavim is a time 
of intensive spiritual inner working and 
opportunity for tikun, specifically related to 
matters pertaining to sexuality and other 
errors affecting the Sefirah of Yesod. The 
word Shovavim literally means ‘wayward’, 
as in...

ׁשוָֹבִבים ִנים  בָּ  Return, O’ wayward  ׁשּובּו 
sons.” (Yirmiyahu, 3:22) 

During these weeks where the Torah 
traces the transformative process of our 
Nation from exile and slavery to free-
dom and creating a dwelling place for the 
Divine Presence in the Mishkan, we are 

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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FOR SALE

BAKA/GERMAN COLONY 
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE 

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION

QUIET OFF STREET  
NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

NIS 7,300,000

 

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

Looking for 
office space 

in Jerusalem?

Private, furnished office space 
for rent in JLM city center. 

Great for therapist or seeing clients.  
Waiting room, kitchenette  

& security cameras.
Contact: goodvibeoffices@gmail.com 

or 052-441-9731.

encouraged to focus on our own struggle 
for freedom from the yeitzer ha-ra. We are 
empowered to rectify our ‘waywardness’, 
to live with purpose and kedushah, and 
make our lives a more sensitive dwelling 
place for HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

As we strive for deeper connectivity 
with Hashem and within our true selves, 
it is critical to remain aware of everyone 
around us.

Rav Avraham Genechovsky zt’l, the 
Tchebiner Rosh Yeshivah was a great 
gaon in Torah and midos. Once travelling 
on a bus, when a woman came and sat 
next to him. The physical proximity was 
uncomfortable and less than ideal. Rav 
Genechovsky turned to his seatmate and 
with a tone of concern. “I just want to let 
you know that I have ‘kruspidin’...it isn’t 
contagious, but I felt I should inform you”. 
Understanding that he was sick, the woman 
quickly gathered herself, wished the Rav a 
refuah sheleimah, stood up and moved to 
another seat.  

Later, the talmid accompanying him 
asked his Rebbi if not speaking the truth 
was really permissible in such a situation. 
Rav Genechovsky smiled: “I said the truth! 
Kruspidin is the Aramaic word used for 
tzitzis. But most importantly, I did not hurt 
the feelings of the woman who sat down 
next to me!”

In our pursuit of personal holiness, 
let us ‘remove our shoes’ to feel where 
we really are. While we are reaching for 
higher spiritual standards and intensive 
inner experience in our avodah this season, 
may we also ‘go barefoot’ before the ‘divine 
presence’ of other people.  
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 The Cloud
 and the
 Donkey

Moshe is unsure about accepting the great 
mission of redeeming the Jewish people. He 
is simple and stuttering , intimidated by the 
task of facing down the greatest empire on 
earth. Additionally, he is perplexed by the 
challenge of introducing a monotheism to 
a band of slaves whose imaginations have 
been shuttered by two centuries of bond-
age. In addition to these reservations, he 
also wonders whether the people will actu-
ally believe him. Perhaps they will dismiss 
him as another false Messiah preying upon 
their hopes and vulnerabilities. How will he 
convince these jaded slaves that redemption 
has arrived? 

Addressing this concern, Hashem 
instructs Moshe to gather the elders and con-
vey a ‘secret’ message. More important than 
the content of this message are the words 
Moshe will speak. Somehow, by pronouncing 
the phrase פקד יפקד, the elders will be swayed 
and public opinion will rally around Moshe. 
Something about this encrypted phrase will 
arouse redemptive trust. 

In truth, this mysterious phrase of פקד 

 has a two-hundred year history. Yosef יפקד
had already encoded this phrase as the 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

pass-phrase of Jewish redemption. As he 
begged his brothers to bury his body in 
Israel, Yosef informed them that, one day, 
Hashem would liberate the Jews from Egypt. 
He described that day as the day of-   פקד 

 .repeating this iconic phrase twice יפקד אתכם
As Rashi elaborates, Yosef guaranteed his 
brothers that any person voicing this phrase 
is a certified agent of redemption. What 
makes this phrase so iconic and so rever-
berant with redemptive promise?

The repetitive phrase of פקד יפקד under-
scores that redemption will not occur 
immediately, but in stages. There will be an 
initial פקידה - or redemptive event, followed 
by a potentially lengthy process, culminat-
ing in a second and final פקידה. In between 
these two redemptive bookends the process 
can take many different shapes. This iconic 
double phrase sets a realistic timeline for 
geula. 

Redemption arouses many unrealistic 
expectations. We often imagine redemption 
as a complete and total historical overhaul 
or as an apocalyptic upheaval of human 
history. By issuing this double-phrased pass-
word of redemption, Yosef reminds us of the 
protracted trajectory of geula. Mentioning 
this phrase, Moshe demonstrates “realistic” 
expectations of redemption. It is precisely 
this more “patient” view of redemption 
which lends Moshe credibility. Instead of 
enflaming radical Messianic expectations, 
Moshe announces יפקד  reminding ,פקד 
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redemption-starved slaves of “the process”.   
Moshe’s prognostications of a staged 

redemption ultimately materialize. After 
his initial arrival and bold demands, Moshe 
is hooted out of Pharo’s palace disgraced 
and humiliated. Worse, he is mocked by his 
own people, whose workload has now been 
multiplied in response to Moshe’s failed ulti-
matum. This redemptive process appears to 
be stalling. 

The midrash paints an even gloomier pic-
ture: a sullen and dispirited Moshe retreated 
to his father-in-law’s estate in Midyan, 
defeated and deflated. He had been pub-
licly humiliated by Pharo and spurned by 
his own people. To the average bystander 
witnessing Moshe’s withdrawal, it appeared 
that the redemptive process had ground to 
a halt. A few months later, however, the 
process is jump-started and Moshe returns 
to Egypt armed with ‘makkot’ designed to 
bring Pharo to his heels. In twenty-twenty 
hindsight this brief hiatus in Midyan was 
merely a blip on the radar. Historical 
redemption had begun!! 

If the pace of the Egyptian liberation 
was slow and gradual, certainly the pace 
of our final redemption will not be imme-
diate and uninterrupted. The geulah from 
Egypt is often characterized as “chipazon”, 
since it occurred in lightning-fast fashion 
without time or wherewithal to process the 
rapidly unfolding events. By contrast, our 
final geula is described as the antithesis of 
chipazon. In chapter 52 Yeshaya writes:

תצאו בחפזון  לא   unlike the Egyptian - כי 
redemption our final geulah will not be 
swift. If the “chipazon redemption” from 
Egypt wasn’t instantaneous we certainly 
shouldn’t harbor unrealistic expectations 

ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) 
+ 2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,   
2 car parks,  private entrance -  
rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT- Spacious 
3 room apartment, renovated, high floor, 
Shabbat elevator, Succah balcony with 
paoramic view, storeroom, parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, 
quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral 
street, huge garden (138m2), possibility to add 
45 m2, renovated, close to the Train Station

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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for our own “non-chipazon” geula. It may 
take some time.

We have opened the door to the final 
chapter of history. The phrase ראשית צמיחת 
 connotes that we have experienced  גאולתינו
a pre-redemptive or “preliminary” redemp-
tive event, which has shifted history into its 
final chapter. However, this process may 
extend over decades or even centuries. It 
may also exhibit lags and even regressions. 
Setbacks to the process or pauses in the pro-
cess do not signal failure or abortion of the 
process. Redemption requires patience. 

Two events over the past 25 years caused 
many to question the redemptive nature 
of our return to our Homeland. The Oslo 
accords of the mid-90’s and the withdrawal 
from Azza in the mid 00’s confused those 
who expected more immediate or unam-
biguous redemption. Sadly, many even 
debated the accuracy of the phrase ראשית 

 פקד The double password of .צמיחת גאולתינו
 ,reminds us that, more often than not יפקד
redemption isn’t immediate and electric but 
staged and plodding. 

In his prophecies, Doniel describes 
Moshiach as arriving on clouds of glory. Per-
haps, there is a model of redemption which 
is as soft and elegant as a cloud. 

By contrast, Zechariah describes Moshi-
ach as arriving on a donkey. A donkey is 
slow and plodding, not light and airy. A don-
key ride is bumpy and jerky and sometimes 
the rider falls off. The final ride of history 
is more likely to be rocky and bumpy than 
smooth and level. We may fall off the don-
key from time to time. The donkey may 
reverse its tracks. But steadily we advance 
toward our destiny. By cloud or by donkey 
redemption is inevitable. 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com
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Hebron breaks 
The Silence

For anyone seeking 
to understand 
contemporary 
Israel, Hebron 
Breaks The Silence: 
Personal, Historic 
and Political 
Documentation is 
required reading.
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Purchasing 
Shemitah 
Trees and Plants 

The prohibition of supporting shem-
itah desecrators

The pasuk in Vayikra 19:14 relates the 
prohibition against putting a stumbling 
block before the blind. The practical hala-
cha learned from this is that one may not 
cause another person to sin, such as giving 
him non-kosher food to eat. The Biblical 
prohibition applies only when someone 
directly causes the other to sin, as in the 
example regarding non-kosher food. In 
addition, there is a Rabbinic prohibition 
against assisting others to sin, even indi-
rectly. For example, the Mishnah (Shevi’it 
5:6) lists different gardening tools that may 
not be sold during shemitah to someone 
who is likely to desecrate it. The prohibition 
exists even if the buyer has other stores to 
purchase from (see Yechave Da’at 3:67). 

The Rambam rules that even providing 
emotional support, such as complementing 
another’s garden that was tended to during 
shemitah, is prohibited.  In his commentary 
to the Mishnah (ibid), the Rambam explains 
that it is forbidden to provide any type of 
support, whether financial or emotional, 
which is directly or indirectly causing the 

sinner to feel some type of satisfaction or 
gain. 

Purchasing trees 
Early authorities rule that it is prohib-

ited to sell a field of trees to someone who 
won’t keep shemitah (Radbaz, Shemitah 
Veyovel 3:11). Some later authorities extend 
this to selling a house with a garden during 
shemitah (Chut Shani 8:6). Regarding pur-
chasing trees grown in the ground, it is 
clear that if the trees were planted during 
shemitah, they are prohibited to purchase. 

As noted above, an obvious reason not 
to buy such trees is the prohibition of sup-
porting desecrators. With trees there is an 
even more significant issue. As an expan-
sion to the prohibition of planting during 
shemitah, our Sages decreed that one may 
not plant trees (neither fruit-bearing nor 
ornamental) even earlier if it is too close 
to the onset of shemitah. Furthermore, our 
Sages rule that if someone did so, the tree 
must be uprooted, even years later. Even if 
the tree passed through numerous owners, 
the final owner who realizes the violation 
must uproot the tree and let it rot (see Mish-
petei Eretz p.118). If the law is so strict for 
this Rabbinic prohibition, how much more 
so if a tree was planted illicitly during the 
shemitah year itself, a clear violation of Bib-
lical law. It is forbidden to own or benefit 
from such a tree, even years later. 

This halacha applies also when receiv-
ing a shemitah tree as a gift. No matter how 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

many owners it has passed through, even 
if it belonged to non-Jews in between, the 
final Jewish owner must uproot it and let 
it decay.

Purchasing potted plants
Potted plants, both perforated and 

sealed, are grown and sold in plant nurs-
eries and stores all over Israel. Since potted 
plants don’t have the same severity as trees 
which grow directly in the ground, the 
halachot regarding them are somewhat 
different.

Trees which are grown in perforated 
pots during shemitah must be uprooted no 
matter how many owners they have passed 
through. The same is true if one received 
such a tree as a gift (Mishpetei Eretz 8:15). As 
opposed to trees, annual or perennial plants, 
may be received as a gift (Aruch Hashulchan 
Ha’atid 17:3). Nevertheless, it is not proper 
to purchase any type of plant from a store or 
distributor that does not abide by the laws of 
shemitah. Purchasing from a store that sells 
trees or plants grown during shemitah is 
included in the Mishnah and the Rambam’s 
ruling against supporting or encouraging 
those who desecrate shemitah.

Trees which are grown in sealed pots 
do not need to be uprooted, even if one 
inadvertently purchased a tree that was 
planted during shemitah. If one receives 
trees or plants in sealed pots as a gift, there 
is also no halachic concern (Rav Yosef Sha-
lom Elyashiv as quoted in Mishpetei Eretz 

p.119). However, according to certain opin-
ions, it is still deemed improper to purchase 
even sealed plants from an establishment 
or distributor who desecrates shemitah.

In Summary:
• It is prohibited to assist a jew (either 

directly or indirectly) in the dese-
cration of shemitah.

• encouraging someone verbally 
such as commenting on a nice gar-
den planted during shemitah is also 
prohibited.

• It is improper to purchase any type 
of plant or tree from an establish-
ment or distributor who desecrates 
shemitah.

• Trees planted during shemitah may 
not be purchased, even if received 
as a gift the tree must be uprooted 
and left to decay.

• It is prohibited to purchase or 
receive as a gift trees planted in 
perforated pots on shemitah. In 
such a case the tree must also be 
uprooted.

• If someone received plants (either 
annual or perennial) in perforated 
or non-perforated pots one may 
receive it as a gift and maintain it. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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Sefer Shemot begins by recalling 
the names of Yakov Avinu’s chil-
dren who came to live in Egypt, 

and the passing of that entire generation. 
The Torah then tells us:

ף׃   א־ָיַד֖ע ֶאת־יוֹסֵֽ ֥ר לֹֽ ֶלְך־ָחָדׁ֖ש ַעל־ִמְצָרִ֑ים ֲאשֶׁ  ַויָּ֥קׇם מֶֽ

  A new king rose  over Egypt, who did 
not know of Yosef.

Our meforshim (commentaries) are 
struck by this statement, given Yosef’s influ-
ence and prominence in Egypt, how could 
it be possible that just a generation later, 
a new King would come upon Mitzrayim, 
who did not know of Yosef?

Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch zt’l  sug-
gests that the language of “A new King rose  
over Egypt” connotes not a normal legiti-
mate succession to the royal throne, rather 
some sort of hostile takeover from a foreign 
power. Had the new ruler been part of 
the idigineous Egyptian royalty, he surely 
would have heard of Yosef!

Rashi quoting the gemara in Sotah 
offers these two keen insights:

 Rav and Shmuel  differed —  ויקם מלך חדש
in their interpretation of these words. One 
said that he was really a new king; the other 
said that it was the same king but he made 
new decrees.אשר לא ידע — he conducted him-
self as though he did not know him.

Onkelos interprets the verse as follows:
א ַעל ִמְצָרִים ְדָלא ְמַקֵים ְגֵזַרת יוֵֹסף   א ַחְדתָּ     ְוָקם ַמְלכָּ

-And a new King rose upon Egypt, who did 
not fulfill the decrees of Yosef.

What decrees or specific decree that 
Yosef enacted, did this new Paroh, decide 
to either ignore or do away with?

The Chatam Sofer zt’l offered this bril-
liant insight .

What was that gezeira which Yosef 
decreed, that every Egyptian male should be 
circumcised. The Egyptians interpreted this 
as being a statement not solely of morality or 
values, but that somehow this would impact 
and control the population during the difficult 
lean years of famine which Yosef  predicted.

However, Yosef’s true intent was that if 
circumcision would become the norm within 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
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Egyptian society, then it would be ensured 
that the subsequent generations of the Jew-
ish People who would come to live in Egypt, 
would not feel the pull to assimilate and give 
up th mitzva of brit mila.

As Paroh came to realize that the Jews 
were indeed continuing to have many off-
spring, and that circumcision did not impede 
fertility in anyway, he realized that he had 
misinterpreted the intent of Yosef’s gezeira, 
and therefore chose to retract or ignore 
this decree, and end the mandate that every 
Egyptian male should be circumcised.

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Charlop zt’l  
points out that from  the time of Yosef’s 
initial meeting with Paroh, when Paroh 
summoned Yosef to interpret his trou-
bling dream, and Yosef replies that it is 
Hashem who will offer the answer, Paroh 
had accepted Yosef’s faith and trust in 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. However, with his 
expressed desire to abandon and reject 
the decrees and lessons of Yosef HaTzadik,, 
Paroh is essentially saying I no longer trust 
and put my faith in Hashem, I no longer 
trust you, or your G-d!

This actually comes out in Paroh’s later 
reply to Moshe Rabbeinu- I do not know 
your G-d, and I shall net set the Jewish Peo-
ple free.

Rav Avigdor Nebentzahl, shlita  
astutely points out that we learn from 
Paroh’s changed approach and words a 
fundamental lesson. When a person forgets 
or denies the good that another person has 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001

For rent in Baka: 6 rooms triplex, 135sqm,  
nice sukkah Balconies, air conditioners,  
private heating, private parking, storage,  
quiet and green surrounding, 12,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room garden apartment,  
90sqm, 2 master units, sukkah balcony, storage,  
3,500,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95sqm, 
sukkah balcony, beautiful panoramic view, 
Shabbat elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130sqm,  
Sukkah balconies, 4 exposures, elevator,  
small & quiet building 5,000,000 NIS
Arnona: New 4 rooms garden apartment,  
90sqm high standard specification, Mamad, 
25sqm garden, 3,100,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 85sqm, renovated, 
balcony, elevator, Mamad, storage 3,000,000 NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 60sqm, renovated, nice 
view, elevator, parking, 2,100,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

done for him, in the end this will lead to a 
denial of the good which Hashem does for 
each of us.

May each of us be blessed to learn 
this eternal lesson, to continue to see the 
good in one another, to see and appreciate 
the divine spark within one another, and 
to appreciate the many, many gifts that 
Hashem provides each of us with day in 
and day out. 
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Inaugural 
OU Israel 
Parenting 
Center Q & A 
Column

Why is parenting so hard? If you’ve 
wondered this, you are certainly not alone. 
Enough other people have been curious 
about the same thing that typing “why 
is parenting” into the Google search bar 
returns “so hard” as the top search term.  
Even after the davening, gratitude lists, 
self-affirming mantras, and chizzuk from 
family and friends, we sometimes find our-
selves feeling overwhelmed by the daily 
requirements of operating our homes.  
What is it about raising kids—a practice 
that people have been involved in for lit-
erally the entirety of human history—that 
remains so puzzling and exhausting?  

Certainly, each parent will have her 
or his own way to describe the biggest 
challenges to raising children, as each fam-
ily’s circumstances are unique.  However, 
based on my own experience, as well as 
many conversations I have had with other 
parents, I think that a main factor contrib-
uting to the anxieties of childrearing is the 
daily struggle to balance competing values 
and needs.  Parents must make countless 
decisions, big and small, accounting for the 
diverse interests of each member of their 
family.  Without a clear manual to provide 
guidance for the process of making these 
tough decisions, and without prophecy 
to know how each decision will affect the 
child’s future, even the most thoughtful 
parents feel unsettled at times in the face 
of uncertainty.   

When should we force our kid to stay 
home and study, and when should we let 

OU ISRAEL FEATURING RABBI DR. ETHAN EISEN

PARENTING COLUMN

OU Israel has recently launched a new parenting center, aimed at helping anglo Olim deal 
with parenting challenges. Run in partnership with the Jerusalem Muncipality, the parenting 
center offers parenting lectures, panels, and workshops. We are excited to kick-off a new OU 
Israel parenting column in the Torah Tidbits this week. This column will be authored by a 
team of mental health professionals with expertise in parenting, and will address parenting 
questions sent in by readers. Feel free to send in any parenting questions you may have to 
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be changed to preserve anonymity).
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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him decide for himself how much time he 
wants to invest in schoolwork? 

How should we balance commitment 
to our own career against spending more 
time with our children?  

A household chore that I value is a 
constant source of conflict with my child—
when I should enforce it, and when should 
I let it slide?  

How do I know if my child is experi-
encing above normal levels of anxiety or 
depression?  

My child is having an argument with 
her friend.  When should I intervene, and 
when should I let her figure it our for 
herself?  

My child is showing signs of religious 
discontent.  How do I speak with him about 
it, and how hard should I push him to be 
involved religiously?  

Or more generally, when should we 
provide active guidance, and when should 
we take a step back and foster our child’s 
independence?  

These are just some of the types of ques-
tions that come up on a weekly, even daily 
basis in many homes.  In addition to these 
general questions, many families face 
unique challenges that add to the complex-
ity of parenting, such as the pressures of 
single parenthood; children with physical, 
developmental, or cognitive delays; illness 
in the family; loss in the family; economic 
strain; or any number of circumstances 
that can make the hard work of parenting 
even more vexing.

In many cases, parents find helpful sup-
port from a network of trusted family and 
friends.  In other cases, however, parents 
who frequently grapple with these types 

of questions are not sure who to ask for 
support.  This may be especially true for 
olim, who may not have a robust network 
of friends who understand the pressures 
of Aliyah.  In recent months, OU Israel, in 
conjunction with the Jerusalem municipal-
ity, has launched the OU Israel Parenting 
Center, an initiative aimed at supporting 
Anglo-olim who are looking for parenting 
resources from experts in the field.  Start-
ing next week, Torah Tidbits will include 
a column that addresses parenting ques-
tions sent in by readers, and authored by a 
team of mental health professionals.  This 
forum will allow parents to receive per-
spectives on how to manage with specific 
issues that they confront with their chil-
dren and families. We encourage you to 
send in your questions to 

parenting@ouisrael.org. 
We look forward to receiving your 

questions, and supporting you in the most 
important and valuable work of all: rais-
ing our next generation! 

Ethan Eisen received semicha from RIETS, 
and a PhD in clinical psychology from GWU. 
He authored the recently published book 
focusing on Torah and psychology, “Talmud 
on the Mind.”
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– or as several commentators propose, in a 
moment of calculated Halachic determina-
tion – Moshe risks everything by smiting an 
Egyptian beating up a Jewish slave (worthy 
of death for inappropriate behavior with 
the slave’s wife; see Rashi). 

The result: Moshe’s influence with the 
royal court dissipated entirely. The people 
were now at the complete mercy of the 
Egyptian dictator! – But why would Moshe 
have acted so?

Rabbi M. Miller proposes that Moshe’s 
actions were by no means brash. Beyond 
the conception that the Egyptian was wor-
thy of his punishment, Moshe understood 
that the people should not depend on 
another human being or worldly power to 
save them from persecution. With Moshe 
out of the picture, the slaves would now 
have to nurture their faith in Hashem. And, 
indeed, later in the Parsha, we see the flow-
ering of this trust in God.

Perhaps, in our times, we might yet ask 
if we have the requisite faith that Hashem 
will extricate us from the morass in which 
we find ourselves, namely, the loss of the 
moral compass that pervades society in this 
so-called enlightened era.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

Crisis and Faith
Parshat Shemot introduces us to a new 

era in the life of Bnei Yisrael. Suddenly, 
the people are the object of what today we 
call anti-Semitism; they are a perceived 
threat to the hegemony of the most pow-
erful nation on earth. Consequently, they 
are increasingly oppressed by their task-
masters in the classical manner of ruthless 
governments.

And the question that arises is, “From 
where will come the people’s salvation?” 

The Torah narrative then records 
(somewhat mysteriously) that an anon-
ymous man and woman from the House 
of Levi gave birth to a baby boy. Further-
more, the baby is saved from death by no 
less than the daughter of the arch tyrant 
Pharoah. And finally, the infant is given 
an Egyptian name, grows up in Pharoah’s 
palace, and to all intents and purposes is 
an Egyptian who later gains control of the 
palace (Midrash).

This sounds somewhat like a comic strip 
Superman-like story. For the young prince, 
whose Jewish roots have remained hidden 
all those years, is inspired to see what has 
become of his people. Surely, then, like 
Esther of the Purim story years later, Moshe 
could have prevailed on the king to reverse 
his malicious “Jewish policy.”

But no! In a seeming moment of rage 

Mazal Tov to
Batya Harris and family

on her engagement to
Shimshon Weisz of Pamona, NY
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

forbidden to give it to a non-Jew. 
The logic is that giving presents causes 

reciprocity in some way/time, making the 
present a cause of benefit to the giver, and 
this is expanded to less direct cases. The 
Rama (Yoreh Deah 294:8) forbids helping 
a non-Jew pick his orla fruit, even for free, 
because the owner will be grateful. There 
is more room for leniency when the ben-
efit is indirect. For one, the Avnei Nezer 
(Orach Chayim 489) posits that if one did 
not intend to enjoy the recipient’s grate-
fulness, it is permitted to provide him the 
orla. However, it is difficult for one who 
gives a present to determine he has no 
intention for beneficial good will, and such 
a situation can also create other halachic 
problems (ibid.), which it is unclear how 
easy it is to overcome (see Beit She’arim, 
OC 61; Chatam Sofer, Avoda Zara 64b). 

The way to do things is not to present 
the orla as a gift, but to make your worker 
aware of the situation. Explain that you 
must not benefit from the fruit, that if no 
one takes them you will throw them out, 
and therefore you have nothing to lose 
(and even a little toil to gain) if someone, 
including him, takes them. 

Giving Away 
Orla Fruit 

Question: I have a tree in its second 
year, so that its fruit is orla. Can I suggest 
to my non-Jewish worker to take it? 

Answer: It is not only forbidden to eat 
orla fruit but even to benefit from them. 
The main non-eating benefits discussed 
regarding issurei hana’ah are physical 
(e.g., using orla for paint or fuel – Pesa-
chim 22b), feeding animals (ibid. 22a) and 
selling. 

The Rambam (Ma’achalot Assurot 8:16) 
forbids giving issurei hana’ah to non-Jews 
as a present. The Kolbo (92) points out 
that this prohibition is implicit, according 
to some, in the Torah’s formulation of the 
prohibition of neveila (meat of an animal 
that was not shechted properly) – one must 
not eat it but give it to a non-Jew who 
enjoys special standing (ger toshav) or sell 
it to another non-Jew (Devarim 14:21). Rav 
Avahu (Pesachim 21b) learns, according 
to R. Meir, that had it been forbidden to 
benefit from neveila, it would have been 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

The following is the main source that 
allowing people to take issurei hana’ah, as 
opposed to giving a gift, is permitted. The 
mishna (Bava Kama 108b-109a) rules on 
one whose father used a neder to preclude 
his son from benefit from his property, and 
then the father died, and the son inherited 
the property. The son may indeed not ben-
efit from the property, but he can direct it 
to his relative who may benefit from it. The 
Ran (Nedarim 47a) asks why this transfer 
of the property to the person of the son’s 
choice is not forbidden benefit. The Ran 
answers that the son is not allowed to 
give it to them regularly. Rather, he is to 
explain to them that he cannot use it him-
self, and therefore, from his perspective, 
they may as well take it. The Shach (YD 
223:4) accepts this Ran, including that the 
son must mention that he has no use for 
the property. If you do so regarding the 
orla, it should work for you as well.

There are times that one may not give to 
a non-Jew, an object that is forbidden for 
Jews out of a concern that it will end up 
in the hands of Jews who will not realize 
the object’s status (see Avoda Zara 65b). 
However, this is not a broad concern, at 
least regarding things that people know 
need a kashrut check. Regarding orla, the 

gemara (Avoda Zara 21a)) and Shulchan 
Aruch (YD 294:14) allow people, in prepa-
ration of their trees producing orla, to sell 
or have a partnership with a non-Jew so 
that the non-Jew gets the fruit during the 
years of orla and the Jew gets them after-
ward. Rav Kook (Mishpat Kohen 6) says 
that such actions are permitted because 
they were done before the prohibited fruit 
existed, which would imply that at the 
stage you refer to, it would be a problem 
to make such fruit available. However, he 
discussed transferring an orchard of orla, 
which is meant for commercial use, which 
may go to Jews, as opposed to your small 
amount of fruit meant for personal con-
sumption. The fact that you will mention 
that Jews may not eat it is also helpful. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

Mazal Tov to
David & Sarah Maslow and family  

on the engagement of their granddaughter
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Last time we saw the beginning of 
the Talmudic story (Berachot 10a) 
of how God sent Yeshayahu to visit 

Chizkiyahu under the ruse of visiting the sick 
king. But the real purpose was for the prophet 
to rebuke Chizkiyahu for not being married 
and not having any children. “Set your house 
in order, for you will die and you will not live” 
(Yeshayahu 38:1). What is the meaning of you 
will die and you will not live? This repetition 
means: You will die in this world, and you will 
not live, you will have no share, in the World-
to-Come. Chizkiyahu said to him: What is all of 
this? Yeshayahu said to him: Because you did 
not marry and engage in procreation.”

Chizkiyahu was taken aback by the 
somewhat brutal greeting proffered by 
Yeshayahu, and, after hearing the explana-
tion, he had his own rationale to offer.

“Chizkiyahu said: I had no children 
because I envisaged through divine inspi-
ration that the children that emerge from 
me will not be virtuous. Yeshayahu said to 
him: Why do you involve yourself with the 
secrets of the Holy One, Blessed be He? That 
which you have been commanded, you 
are required to perform, and that which is 
God’s responsibility let Him take care of.”

Chizkiyahu had a solid claim to his 

conscious decision to desist from having 
children. He did not want to have unde-
sirable children, as he had seen through 
Ruach Hakodesh. But Yeshayahu did 
not accept this justification; man is com-
manded to perform mitzvot, and the result 
of such action is out of one’s hands.   

The Talmud continues with the story.
“Chizkiyahu said to Yeshayahu: Now 

give me your daughter as my wife; perhaps 
my merit and your merit will cause virtu-
ous children to emerge from me.

Yeshayahu said to him: The decree has 
already been decreed against you.

Chizkiyahu said to him: Son of Amotz, 
cease your prophecy and leave. I have 
received a tradition from the house of my 
father’s father, from King David, even if a 
sharp sword rests upon a person’s neck, he 
should not stop praying for mercy.”

This Talmudic tale suggests that having 
concerns for our children is not sufficient 
grounds for desisting to procreate and, 
despite the potentially problematic out-
come, we are commanded to have children.

It should be pointed out that Chizkiyahu 
did subsequently marry and had a son, 
Menashe, who was to grow up to be one of 
the worst of all the kings. He was such a sin-
ner, and caused the people to sin, that our 
Sages taught us (Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:2) 
that he has no portion in the next world. 
And still Chizkiyahu was commanded to 
have children! More on this next time. 

Sponsored in honor of my mother 
Shirley Rabinowitz  

from David & Leslie Brand
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated, large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

RENTAL - HAR NOF
Shlav B- 2 bdrms. including MB ensuite, furnished,
entrance level, succah, view. Available Jan. 1.

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP
Note new times: (at the OU Israel Center)

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410
(Entrance with GREEN PASS)
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The Last 
Section of 
Shemoneh 
Esrei

The following story was told about Rav 
Aharon Lichtenstein by his son-in-law at 
his Shloshim. One of Rav Lichtenstein’s 
daughters faced life-threatening compli-
cations immediately after child birth. The 
entire family gathered in the hospital, as 
she entered into emergency surgery. The 
family joined together in fervent recitation 
of Tehillim. A short time later, a doctor came 
out and informed the family that the surgery 
was successful. With great joy, everyone 
ran to the operating room….except for Rav 
Lichtenstein. His son-in-law noticed his 
father-in-law continuing to say Tehillim as 
if he hadn’t heard the words of the doctor. 
He tapped his father-in-law and told him 
that everything was ok and they could go 
see the mother and baby. Rav Lichtenstein 
responded as follows, “I’m aware that she’s 
okay, but how can we just close our Tehillim 
when we don’t need Hashem anymore?”. 
The two of them then continued davening, 

albeit a different type of Tefilla, illustrating 
that one shouldn’t turn to Hashem only in 
times of need but also in times of joy. This 
was a natural outgrowth of Rav Lichten-
stein’s special connection with Hashem. 
(This story appears in the book From the 
Source with Spirit: Hilchot Tefilla)

We see from here that it would be 
inconceivable to end Shemoneh Esrei at 
the conclusion of the section of the בקשות, 
our long list of requests. To do so would 
mean that we completely missed the point 
of Tefilla. 

As we quoted at the start of our study 
of the Shemoneh Esrei, there is a famous 
Gemara (Berachot 34a) which explains that 
the structure of the Shemoneh Esrei must 
be similar to that of a slave’s interaction 
with his master:
א"ר חנינא-  ראשונות דומה לעבד שמסדר שבח לפני רבו, 

אמצעיות דומה לעבד שמבקש פרס מרבו, אחרונות דומה 

לעבד שקבל פרס מרבו 

Rabbi Hanina said: During the first three 
blessings, one is like a servant who arranges 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Marsha

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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praise before his master; during the middle 
blessings, one is like a servant who requests 
a reward from his master; during the final 
three blessings, one is like a servant who 
already received a reward from his master 
and is taking his leave and departing.

We must begin with praise (and we 
explained that this was not to butter up 
Hashem but rather to remind ourselves 
before making our requests just how pow-
erful Hashem is and that He has the ability 
to solve all of our problems), then make our 
requests, and then “take leave”.

Though the crux of our Shemoneh Esrei 
is the section of the בקשות, the goal is not 
the answering of our requests but rather, 
creating a relationship with Hashem. So we 
need to end our Shemoneh Esrei not with 
requests, but with a conclusion that reflects 
this building of the relationship.

So how do we “take leave” of Hashem in 
a way which helps to build our relationship 
with Him? We do so with the last section of 
Shemoneh Esrei, which we call the section 
of הודאה. We will see that while only one of 
the three last brachot (מודים) actually focuses 
on us thanking Hashem (להודות), all three 
of them do focus on us recognizing and 
acknowledging (להודות) our long-standing 
relationship with Hashem. And while we 
do find some requests among these brachot, 
they differ from the brachot in the בקשות 

section because they are specifically  expres-
sions of a desire to form a deep relationship 
with Hashem, for both His and our sake.

Below is a summary of the three 
components of how we “take leave” of 
Hashem-

 We express our hope that we - רצה .1
have found favor in Hashem’s eyes, that  
Hashem enjoyed our conversation as much 
as we did, and that He took pleasure in con-
necting with us.

 Although we have not yet – מודים .2
received everything we asked for just 
moments ago, we should be confident 
enough in our Tefillot to feel as if we have 
been granted our requests and therefore, 
we must thank Hashem profusely and rec-
ognize the source of our salvation.

שלום .3  It is time now to “go in – שים 
peace” - We ask for a continued good rela-
tionship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu, even 
when we are not in direct conversation 
with Him. We would like to leave this 
experience with a renewed relationship of 
peace and connection.

 In the upcoming articles, we will look 
at these aspects in more detail. But for now, 
let’s remember the important message that 
our Shemoneh Esrei is not about beseech-
ing Hashem in times of dire need, but about 
building a long-lasting and consistent rela-
tionship with Him. 

סדין
חצי
עמ'

רבע
עמ' A4A3סטריפ
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עמ' A4A3סטריפ

A unique hospitality experience in the religious community of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the 
Judean mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance from Jerusalem.
Upgraded and fully equipped villa:
●  8 spacious bedrooms (2 bedrooms can be added for extended family)
●  Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 people.
●  Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more ...
●  All these create a warm atmosphere all while being luxurious and elegant. A selection of synagogues nearby.
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Enter and view the spectacular panoramic photo: https://www.datipage.co.il/biz/18114

Registration for Passover 2022 has begun
Hurry, Book your spot now!
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Burn or Bond?
Have you ever seen a thorn bush? Would 

you really think it’s the type of lofty place 
that G-d would pick as His first choice to 
appear in?

Rav Hirsch’s commentary on the epi-
sode of the Sneh posits that the Torah 
is like a burning fire, full of passion and 
excitement. And yet, a fire is destructive, 
consuming and dangerous. 

Moshe is about to embark on an epic 
task to demand of Am Israel to recognize 
Hashem as their G-d. Am Israel is tired 
and consumed from the harsh slavery in 
Mitzraim. Religion can be a demanding 
and draining practice full of self-sacrifice. 
How can Am Israel exert themselves to do 
their Creator’s will when they have noth-
ing left to give? Hashem heads this worry 
off with the promise that His G-dly fire is 
one that warms and strengthens instead 
of weakening and consuming. It can even 
take something so lowly as a thorn bush 
and make it holy.

The Sneh is likened to the fire that came 
down on Har Sinai during Matan Torah. 
Then too, Hashem picked a modest and 
earthly place to make His presence known. 
Fire needs fuel to burn and whatever 
it consumes also becomes it’s dwelling. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Without a place to be and something to 
nourish it, fire is nothing. The fire of the 
Sneh was different. It came from the heart 
of the bush without consuming it. We are 
the bush, the fuel of the Torah’s fire. If we 
don’t learn it, perpetuate it and internal-
ize it, the Torah cannot exist. If we give it 
a home to dwell in, however, it will warm 
us from within.

Rav Hirsch explains that the fire was 
not there to burn the Sneh, but rather 
to exist within it. So too, the Torah lives 
within our souls, it is what bonds us with-
out burning us. We are not the object of 
the consumption, rather the dwelling 
place of Hashem’s representation in this 
world.

Even when we find ourselves in the 
lowest of places, Hashem’s fire is ready to 
reignite our souls, if we just let it.

Elish Eisenberg
11th Grade, Neve 
Daniel
The Original 
Anti-Semite

In the beginning of Parshat Shemot the 
Torah writes:

“ויקם מלך חדש על מצרים אשר לא ידע את יוסף” 

But how could it be that Pharaoh didn’t 
know about Yosef? Wasn’t Yosef the most 
famous man in Egypt second only to Pha-
raoh himself? 

 I don’t think it was that Pharaoh didn’t 
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know of Yosef, everyone knew of Yosef. I 
think that the new Pharaoh didn’t want to 
be associated with “The Hebrew”. Histo-
rians believe that there were two classes 
in ancient Egypt: the nobility and the 
peasants. When it says a new king arose, 
it could be understood that there was an 
uprising or a coup. In other words, there 
was a change of leadership. When there 
is a change of leadership, the new leader 
will want nothing to do with the previous 
administration. 

In addition to distancing himself from 
Yosef who (back in parashat Miketz) took 
control of the economy and all the food, 
Pharaoh started the stereotype that the Jew 
has control over money and resources. He 
also started the classic accusation that they 
aren’t loyal to the state and would align 
with a foreign invader, not Egypt. Because 
of this fear of Yosef, he enslaved all the 
Hebrews.

Pharaoh was the first of many to gen-
eralize and stereotype the Jewish people. 
Pharaoh is the original anti-Semite. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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Real Life Rescues 
A Non-Jew Rescues A Jewish Baby 
Near The Bank of A River

Afiw Bkreia lives in the Druze town of Peki’in and works as a park ranger in the national park 
of Nachal Amud in Israel’s Galilee. He is married with one son and is a volunteer EMT with United 
Hatzalah. A few months ago on a Tuesday evening, Afiw was staying late at the park to close up and 
make sure that all of the visitors had left.

Just after 5:00 p.m., Afiw was finishing up some paperwork in his office when he heard a 
woman screaming outside. “My baby is dead,” the woman shouted. 

 “When I heard the screams I ran outside and saw a woman holding a baby” Afiw recounted. 
“She was screaming and running with him. I ran up to her. She told me that her son had choked 
and was dying. I told her that I was a United Hatzalah EMT and I took the baby from her arms. I 
saw that his eyes were rolled back in his head and he was turning blue due to a lack of oxygen. 
Thankfully, he still had a pulse. I put my hand underneath him and I began to administer measured 
back blows in order to help the baby dislodge the food trapped in his windpipe.” 

“While I was holding the baby, he began to lose consciousness and his body loosened up. 
The baby’s parents turned away, unable to look at their son dying. I told 
myself that I would not give up. I turned the baby so that he was facing 
downwards and I applied a stronger back blow. I opened his mouth and 
with my finger attempted to dislodge the blockage. I was able to remove 
a bit of it and on the next back blow, a piece of banana flew out of the 
baby’s mouth. The baby began to breathe again. I held the baby as he 
was allowing him to take in more breaths and I made sure that his airway 
stayed open. His color slowly began to return to normal. I asked another 
person to get below the baby and tell me what he saw happening to 
the baby’s face and he told me that the baby’s color was returning to 
normal.” 

Afiw took a deep breath of relief. “I heard the baby breathing and it sounded like part of 
the food was still stuck in his throat. I debated whether or not to lift the baby up because I was 
worried that he would choke once more. People began to gather around me. I started to activate 
them and told them to call United Hatzalah’s dispatch to send additional help. I needed to keep 
my cool because everyone around me was hysterical. I heard the mother in the background crying 
that her baby was dead. I told one of the people standing nearby to bring the mother over and 
see that her son was still alive. At first, she didn’t believe me. I insisted that she come and see that 
everything was going to be okay. After the baby was breathing normally again, I lifted him up and 
he succeeded at swallowing the remaining blockage of banana. That is when other responders 
began to arrive. They took the baby and transferred him to an ambulance so that he could be 
taken to the hospital and monitored. The family thanked me profusely and the father gave me the 
biggest hug I had had in a long time.” 

“I have been present at many emergencies involving CPR, there was even a CPR on an infant 
in my village and unfortunately, I was not able to help in that situation,” Afiw said.  “Thankfully in 
this instance, I was able to help before it became a CPR situation.  I want to thank God for giving 
me this opportunity, and for choosing me to save this baby’s life. It fills me with joy to know that 
I had a hand in it.” 

1221
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 LET MY PEOPLE KNOW
LECTURES AVAILABLE** -IN PERSON OR 

BY ZOOM- WITH DAVID BEDEIN, 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER  &  INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER..

**NOMINAL FEE REQUESTED

Foci of Presentations:

   Documentaries of UNRWA education- 
Shot  on location since 2004
   Research: Hamas Takeover of 
UNRWA schools
   20 Year Review: 1000 Palestinian 
Authority texts used by UNRWA
   Weapons Training and Incitement
of UNRWA pupils
   Accountability  of UNRWA Donor 
Nations
   Crucial Role  played by Germany, 
Sweden  Qatar, and Saudi Arabia in 
UNRWA policy

The independent work of the Bedein Center is facilitated by 
private donations only:

https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations/

Book a Lecture Now
dbedein@IsraelBehindTheNews.com
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