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HELPFUL REMINDERS:
KIDDUSH LEVANA
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until 15 Tevet/ Motzei Shabbat 
Dec. 18, all night

WHAT IS SHOVAVIM (TAT)
The end of the month of Tevet sees the start of the Shovavim. Shovavim  
(Hebrew: שובבי”ם ) is an acrostic for the six Parshiot: These are ”Shemot”, ”Vaeira”, 
”Bo”, ”Bishallach”, ”Yitro” and ”Mishpatim”. During a Jewish leap-year one sees 
references to an eight-week period called “Shovavim Tat”. This is derived by adding 
the next two portions, ”Terumah” and ”Tetzaveh”, to the list. Another allusion to 
Shovavim is seen in Yirmiyahu (3:22) שובו בנים שובבים ארפה משובתיכם – ”Return wayward 
sons and I will heal your waywardness.” It is an auspicious time for rectifying immor-
al sins and includes customs to fast.
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TImes According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities, 
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)

Torah Tidbits and many of the 
projects of OU Israel are assisted 
by grants from THE JERUSALEM 
MUNICIPALITY

SHEMOTHAVDALAVAYECHICANDLES
HavdalaCandles5:18Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim4:02 5:224:06
5:254:245:21Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)4:20
5:234:245:19Beit Shemesh / RBS4:21
5:234:215:19Gush Etzion 4:18
5:224:215:19Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 4:18
5:234:215:19Modi’in / Chashmona’im 4:18
5:224:215:19Netanya4:17
5:254:245:21Be’er Sheva4:20
5:234:225:20Rehovot4:19
5:234:065:19Petach Tikva 4:02
5:224:205:18Ginot Shomron4:17
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5:184:125:15Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden4:09
5:194:175:15Golan4:13

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:56PM • next week - 5:59pm

JERUSALEM 
Ranges 11 days Wed.- Shabbat 
Dec. 15 - 25 / 11 - 21 Tevet
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 5:36 - 5:41
Sunrise 6:31-6:37
Sof Zman Kriat Shema 9:03-9:08
Magen Avraham      8:24-8:29
Sof Zman Tefila                             9:53-9:58 
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya) 
Chatzot (Halachic Noon)      11:34-11:39
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)12:04-12:09
Plag Mincha 3:33 - 3:38
Sunset (Including Elevation) 4:42 - 4:46

OTHER
Z'MANIM
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As a parent and educator, it is 
interesting to see which Torah 
portions teachers select for 
their students to memorize. 
For example, I had to memo-

rize Parshat HaAzinu in sixth grade. More 
recently, some of my children had to learn 
the Klalot and Brachot of Bilam. But out of 
all the different Torah portions my children 
have memorized, the most meaningful was 
selected by my son Yechezkel’s teachers from 
Parshat Vayechi. Yechezkel's first grade class 
was tasked with memorizing every Bracha 
Yaakov gave to his children (he is 16 and he 
still remembers it).  

With just days left in this world Yaakov 
used the time he had to set each and every 
one of his children in the right direction. In 
doing so, Yaakov demonstrates the impor-
tance of making sure our children have the 
Torah foundation on which to build upon 
when raising their own children. This idea 
not only resonates with me as a parent, 
but as someone who tries to dedicate my 
life to uplifting and inspiring our future 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

generations. 
The OU has created many programs ded-

icated to our youth that hold a special place 
in my heart, from NCSY and JLIC to Zula, 
Makom Balev, Oraita and many others. I 
attend at least one of these programs each 
week because seeing their impact on the 
faces of our youth – happiness, concern, hope 
- gives me energy to continue. 

I’ll take this opportunity to thank someone 
who is a “colleague” of mine in the “Youth 
Department of Klal Yisrael.” Toiling beside 
those who dedicate their lives to care for Jew-
ish Youth, Professor Ronald Wachtel, more 
fondly known as “Ronny,” exemplifies this 
value of Yaakov Avinu. 

Many people come to Israel to retire and 
enjoy the wonderful life this country offers, 
free from work deadlines and stress. For 
Ronny, that was never an option. After retir-
ing and making Aliyah, he felt obligated to 
evaluate the challenges within Israel and 
founded Kav L’Noar, helping endless fami-
lies who found themselves facing challenges 
with their teenagers. 

Ronny’s form of ‘retirement’ is inspiring to 
many and he was honored this past week at 
the Kav L’Noar Celebratory Dinner. Following 
the path of Yaakov Avinu, Ronny spends his 
time and energy investing in our youth. As he 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

May the learning in this issue
be dedicated in memory of

and l'ilui nishmat our dear father
Jack Beer z"l

יעקב שמואל זנוול ב"ר צבי אריה ז"ל
on his 32nd yahrtzeit

י"א טבת
The Beer, Carroll and Maisel families

DADDY’S CARAVAN RENTAL 
NO ROOM? EXTRA GUESTS?
-SHABBAT CHATAN/SIMCHAS 
(WILL FIT IN A DRIVEWAY!)
-TIYUL/CAMPING -FULLY 
EQUIPPED, ELECTRICITY AND 
WATER HOOK UP, SLEEPS 4.

FOR DETAILS:  
052-389-7728
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takes a step back from directing Kav L’Noar, 
Ronny demonstrates that at every stage in life 
we can follow in Yaakov’s footsteps and help 
ensure the future of Klal Yisrael. 

In recent years, my wife and I have merited 
to see the outcome of our efforts to inspire the 
youth of Vancouver, British Colombia. When 
moving to Vancouver to run NCSY we faced a 
lot of unknowns. However, we felt the impor-
tance of doing our part to ensure the future of 
Klal Yisrael and stayed true to the mission we 
set out to achieve with Hashem’s help. 

Today, we find ourselves marveling at 
those NCSYers who strive to live their lives 
as proud and connected Jews wherever they 
are in the world. Constantly crossing paths 
with those who have made Aliyah to build 
their lives in Israel. And perhaps what is 
most touching, is that we have begun to see 
those students teach their own children the 
values which reflect the Torah foundation we 
watched them build. 

May we all be Zoche to follow in the ways 
of Yaakov Avinu and recognize the opportu-
nities and responsibilities before us. As we 
fortify the next generation with Torah val-
ues, may we continue to see the impact of 
our efforts B’karov. Wishing you an uplifting 
and inspiring Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
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MAZAL TOV TO  
our very own Development Officer 
Laya Bejell and her husband Yedidya 
and family on the birth of a baby girl

מיטל חיה

IN APPRECIATION
of the outstanding programs, teachers  

& shiurim available in person, on zoom,  
and recordings -Estelle Harris
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

Vayechi means life, yet  the parsha begins 
with talk of death and ends with death. Yaa-
kov demands to be buried in Israel. Yosef 
swears he will. Yaakov elevates his grand-
children, Ephraim and Menashe, to be equal 
to his children as tribes settling the Land of 
Israel. He blesses Ephraim and Menashe. 
Yaakov calls all his sons and blesses each 
of them. Yaakov dies.  He is buried amidst 
great honor in Ma’arat HaMachpela. The 
brothers are afraid that now Yosef will exact 
revenge. Yosef reassures them. Yosef asks to 
be buried in Israel when the Jewish people 
return. He dies and is placed in a coffin 

KI TEITZEI in Egypt. The beloved book of Breishit is 
concluded. 

1st Aliya (47:28-48:9) Yaakov asks 
Yosef to swear that he will not 
bury him in Egypt but rather with 

his forefathers. Yaakov falls ill. He tells Yosef 
that G-d appeared to him in the Land of 
Israel; he was told his descendants would 
have a permanent hold in the Land of Israel. 
Ephraim and Menashe will be treated as 
equal tribes in dividing the land.  Rachel 
died on the way into the Land and I buried 
her there.

The Jewish people are ensconced in 
Egypt. And that is precisely the theme of 
this parsha. Yaakov is fighting, pushing, per-
severating on one theme; this is not home. 
All he talks about is the Land of Israel: don’t 
bury me in Egypt, Ephraim and Menashe 
will be equals in dividing the Land, may they 
prosper in the Land (of Israel); he blesses the 
sons emphasizing their locale in the Land.

Yaakov is insisting: we are here but we’re 
going to be there.  

In fact, were I choosing where to begin 
this parsha, I would have backed up one 
verse. (Though the word “Vayechi” has a 
nice ring to it). The last verse of last week’s 
parsha is: Yisrael dwelt in the land of 
Egypt, Goshen, held it, and was exceedingly 
prosperous.  

That is the exact same verse (almost) of 
the beginning of Vayeishev. There, Yaakov 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

VAYECHI

May the learning in this issue, 
be in loving memory of פרשת ויחי  

my dear father and grandfather
Izzy Chesner z”l

יצחק מרדכי  בן ישראל יעקב ז"ל
14th yahrzeit - יג טבת 

 He is deeply missed and he loved to 
 do chesed for people and teach boys

their bar mitzvah parsha
May his neshama have an Aliyah

Nechama and Elliot Rosner

Condolences to  
Ruby & Rabbi Jay Karzen and family

on the passing of  her sister
Roslyn Zuckerman a"h

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
day + 7 bonus days to get ready

for Pesach. Daily challenge email,
video, how tos, & support group.

JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
FEB 14, 2021

Hotline option avaliable 

wanted to settle, take root, build a nation in 
Israel. Now, here he is doing exactly that; set-
tling, taking root. But in the wrong place; in 
Egypt, not Israel.  

Why does Yaakov mention that Rachel 
died suddenly and was buried on the way 
to Beit Lechem? Perhaps this is a tender 
moment between father and son. He is 
speaking to Yosef. “Yosef, you lost your 
mother tragically, suddenly. Rachel, my 
dear wife. Your mother. You, so young, it 
was all so sudden, you did not have a chance 
to bury your mother in the way I am ask-
ing you to bury me. You and I shared that 
tragic time. Now, it is so different. I elderly. 
You, a grown man, of great success.  Maybe 
we would have had more children.  In her 
memory, in her honor, your 2 sons take their 
place as full sons of mine, to fill the void that 
might have been.”

A wistful, tender, shared moment, amidst 
instructions of national import.

2nd Aliya (48:10-16) Yaakov cannot 
see. He hugs and kisses Ephraim 
and Menashe. Yaakov places his 

right hand on Ephraim, the younger; left 
hand on Menashe the older.  G-d before 
whom my forefathers walked and Who pro-
tected me, bless these. And may they 
increase in the Land.

You can’t but hear echoes of Yaakov’s 
father Yitzchak: blind, gave the bracha to 
the younger, not the older. But here Yaakov 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
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www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359
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Condolones to
Phillip Sevrinsky and family

on the passing of  his wife
Arlene a"h

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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be greater, some less great.
4th Aliya (49:1-19) Yaakov calls his 
sons to tell them what will occur 
with them. He addresses them 

individually. Reuven, my first born.  Shimon 
and Levi, due to your anger, do not associate 
my honor. Yehuda, you saved my child from 
destruction; authority will not depart from 
you. Zvulun will dwell on the coast. Yis-
sachar is a powerful worker; he will see the 
Land’s goodness and beauty.  Dan, the 
nation’s judge. G-d, we wait for Your 
salvation.

One word is missing from Yaakov’s 
address to each of his sons: G-d. The Torah 
does not say he blesses his sons. Blessings 
are from G-d. Yitzchak blessed his son: May 
G-d give you of the dew of the heavens…  
Even Yaakov himself just blessed Ephraim 
and Menashe: May G-d before whom my 
forefathers walked bless these young men.  
And Yaakov told Yosef the Jewish people will 
bless: May G-d bless you as Ephraim and 
Menashe.  

Blessings are from G-d. Why does Yaakov 
not mention even one time G-d’s name in 
his address to his sons? Because he is not 
blessing them. He is describing them. He is 
emphasizing to them, as he is about to die, 
that their place is not in Egypt. Their place 
is in the Land of Israel. And they will get 
there, with all their varied talents. To build 
a nation. A nation needs leaders, merchant 
marines, hard working agriculture, justice.  
Yaakov is stating as a matter of fact to his 
sons what the state of the Jewish people in 
the Land of Israel will look like. You will all 
be included because all your talents will 
be needed. And you are all different and 
essential.

does not bless just one. He blesses both with 
the same bracha. That changes everything.  
The era of “one is in and one is out” is over.  
All are part of the Jewish people. And this is 
grandchildren. Grandchildren means long 
term, future, legacy, all the children. 

3rd Aliya (48:17-22) Yosef does not 
like the switch of hands.  He cor-
rects Yaakov. Yaakov demurs.  

Both will be great, though the younger will 
be greater. He blessed them both: The Jews 
will bless with “May G-d make you as 
Ephraim and Menashe.”

Yosef suffered from his father’s favor-
itism. He does not want the same for his 
children. But Yaakov insists. Because there is 
a difference between exclusion and distinc-
tion. Yaakov is not excluding anyone.  Both 
are in. Both are blessed. Jews in the future 
will bless with both Ephraim and Menashe. 
But Yaakov tells Yosef: while from now on 
all Jews are part of the Jewish people, while 
all are in, they are not identical. Some will 

May the Torah learned  
from this issue of  Torah Tidbits be  
in loving memory of  and לעילוי נשמת 

my dear husband, our father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather

HAROLD CHIOTT z”l
צבי בן דוב שלום ז"ל

On his second Yahrzeit – יח טבת
Wednesday, December 22nd

Norma Chiott
Iris & Shimon Felix and family
Irv & Debbie Chiott and family

Pammy & Glenn Graber and family
Very much missed by family and friends
תהא נשמתו צרורה בצרור החיים
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LONG TERM RENTAL
from March 1, '22 - in a religious seniors 
building (Primo Levi St.) Three rooms,  

1 1/2 baths, central A/C, under floor 
heating, Sukkah porch, Synagogue, 

underground parking. Close to public 
transportation, accessible building without 
stairs. Two elevators (one operating on Shabbat).  

Contact Moshe Bar-Z’ev 
050-9274449

5th Aliya (49:20-26) Yaakov’s 
address to each son continues.  
Gad, a legionnaire. Asher, bread 

and delicacies. Naftali, a swift messenger.  
Yosef had adversity but with G-d’s help pre-
vailed and was enormously blessed. 

With the description of Binyamin in the 
next aliya, the descriptions are complete.  
The Jewish nation will be built in the Land 
of Israel as a result of all of you. None are 
out, all are in. It will be a nation of agricul-
ture, military, leadership, bounty, justice, 
commerce, and trade. It will be a colorful, 
diverse and successful nation.

Yaakov is driving hard, fighting, perse-
vering in his message: we are only here 
in Egypt temporarily. The Land of Israel is 
where we will be.

6th Aliya (49:27-50:20) Yaakov’s 
end is near.  He commands his 
sons to bury him in Ma’arat 

Hamachpela, describing in detail Avraham’s 
acquisition of it and the burial there of all 
the avot and imahot. Yaakov dies.  Yosef gets 
permission from Paro to bury Yaakov in 
Israel. A great procession accompanies his 
burial. Upon the return to Egypt, the broth-
ers tell Yosef that Yaakov commanded them 
to tell Yosef to bear the sin done to him by 
them. Yosef cries upon hearing this. 

Yaakov’s burial entourage is full of honor 
and respect to him. The Jewish people have 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

The OU Israel Family
extends its warmest condolences

to Ephraim Greenfield and family
on the passing of  his sister
Bluma (Beatrice) 

Eisenman a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1447 / VAYECHI 5782

earned great fame. At the same time, the 
end of the book of Breishit finds the Jew-
ish people settled in Egypt, with no end in 
sight.

7th Aliya (50:21-26) Yosef counters 
that G-d has brought them to 
Egypt so that they may survive.  

Yosef sees his great grandchildren in Egypt.  
Yosef has the brothers promise to bring his 
bones to Israel when they are redeemed.

Yosef is both generous and pious: you, my 
brothers did not sell me here. Rather, it was 
G-d’s plan to save our people, placing me 
in the position to save you all. That is both 
generous to his brothers and pious in seeing 
G-d’s Hand saving the people.  

Only problem is that he is wrong.  
You can’t fault Yosef. He is correct in what 

he sees. But he doesn’t see what we see. He 
sees the little picture. We have the benefit 
of the big picture. We know what happens 
next. Many years in Egypt, massive growth, 
Paro, enslavement, suffering, and finally, 

redemption. Sure, the descent of the Jewish 
people to Egypt was G-d’s plan. But it was 
the big plan, the dramatic plan that ends 
with the Exodus from Egypt.  

Yosef has unwittingly been the cause of 
the descent of the Jewish nation to Egypt. He 
thought it was G-d’s plan to save the fam-
ily. But it is really G-d’s plan to ensconce the 
entire Jewish people in Egypt. For it to grow 
to a nation. Then to redeem the entire Jew-
ish people from one place at one time.  Yosef 
didn’t know what was to come.But we do. 

HAFTORAH VAYECHI 
1 KINGS 2:1-12

In this week’s relatively short haftorah 
King David conveys a message from his 
deathbed to his son and successor, Shlomo. 
The words of the haftorah echo this week’s 
reading of the Torah in the sense that Yaa-
kov also offers his parting blessings and 
guidance to his sons.

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

בך יברך ישראל לאמר ישימך אלוקים כאפרים וכמנשה וישם את אפרים לפני מנשה (מח:כ)
“By you shall Israel bless, saying: G-d make you as Ephraim, and he set Ephraim before Menashe” (48:20)
Why is Israel blessed specifically like these two tribes and not like other tribes? Why does it repeat “and he 
set Ephraim before Menashe”?
 Rabbi Elimelech Shapiro from Dinov (1783-1841) answers that a major concept of Mussar for the Jewish 
people is not to show haughtiness at the expense of others and not to be jealous of others. When Yaakov 
witnessed that even though he chose the younger Ephraim first over the older Menashe and that Menashe 
did not portray any envy over his younger brother- It was then that Yaakov proclaimed that all of Israel 
should be blessed with such character as these two tribes. Never should there be jealousy within the ranks 
of Israel like these two brothers Ephraim and Menashe.
Shabbat Shalom

A hearty Mazal tov to the  
Berelowitz and Goodman families  

on the Bat Mitzva of 
Tehilla Berelowitz

Mazal Tov to  
OU Israel Receptionist, Esther Davis 
and her husband Moshe and family  

on the birth of a granddaughter
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No mitzvot are counted from Vayechi. One of 17 
sedras without mitzvot.

MITZVOT

STATS

12th of 54 sedras; 12 of 12 in B’reishit 
Written on 148.33 lines (rank: 45th) 
12 parshiot, 7 open and 5 closed 
In addition, the first part of the sedra is the end of 
the previous parsha from Vayigash. Vayechi is the 
only sedra that does not begin at a parsha break. 
85 p’sukim - 44th 
1158 words - 44th
4448 letters - 43rd
Shortest sedra in B’reishit

ARNONA/TALPIOT - 
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888

Professional Optometrists • Multifocals with 
guarantee • Contact lenses • Beautiful frames

It’s not only how you LOOK
It’s how you SEE

The King of Israel exhorts his son Shlomo 
to remain loyal and be steadfast in his dedi-
cation to Hashem and to abide by His word. 
If he follows in this path he will surely see 
success in all his undertakings and more-
over will be a link in an illustrious chain 
and ensure the continuity of the Davidic 
Dynasty.

King David also details specific guide-
lines regarding various people that need to 
be punished or rewarded for their actions.

Finally, the haftorah concludes with the 
death of King David. He is buried in the City 
of David. Shlomo takes his father’s place 
and the kingdom of Israel remains firmly 
established.

לעילוי נשמת אבינו היקר והאהוב
חיים בן משה הלוי וויליג ז"ל
In loving memory of  our dear father
Herbert (Chaim) Willig z"l 

on his 20th yahrzeit
ח"י טבת

Koenigsberg and Willig families
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

No Two 
Snowflakes 
Are Alike

Having lived on the eastern seaboard of 
the United States for most of my life, I know 
the havoc wrought by a severe snowstorm. 
Nevertheless, I am also very aware of the 
beauty of such snowstorms and especially 
by the beauty of each single snowflake.

The snowflake, held under a magnifying 
glass, is an exquisitely intricate and beauti-
ful creation. Furthermore, every snowflake 
is unique. No two snowflakes are alike.

The uniqueness of each snowflake is but 
one example of an amazing fact, which is 
true of the entire natural world. No two 
blades of grass are identical, no two leaves 
are exactly the same, and every individual 
member of every animal species is unique 
in some way.

This is true of human beings as well. 
None of us has the same fingerprint, and no 
matter how closely one of us might resem-
ble another, we are different from the other 
in some respect.

The Talmud recognizes this when it com-
ments that “just as no two faces are alike, so 
too, no two personalities are alike.” We are 
different from each other physically, psy-
chologically, intellectually, spiritually, and 

in every other way.
Any person who has parented several 

children knows that each child is different 
from the get-go. Mothers tell me that even 
while still pregnant with their children, they 
were aware of the potential differences that 
unfolded later in life.

Woe to the teacher who treats all of his 
students alike. The so-called cookie cutter 
method of education is doomed to failure. 
Each of us has different learning styles and 
differing intellectual strengths and weak-
nesses. The secret of successful pedagogy lies 
in the recognition of individual differences, 
and in the ability of the teacher to be flexible 
enough to adapt his or her lessons to each 
individual and his or her learning needs.

In this week’s Torah portion, Vayechi, we 
find that our patriarch Jacob was well aware 
of this secret.

Jacob blesses the two sons of Joseph, 
and later proceeds to bless each one of his 
sons, the twelve tribes. Reading these bless-
ings, we cannot help but notice how each 
one is fundamentally different and seems 
tailor-made to the character traits and emo-
tional makeup of each tribe.

Jacob blesses one son with power and 
dominion; another with agricultural wealth. 
One is compared to a lion, one to a wolf, and 
yet another to a serpent.

Jacob knows his children and knows how 
diverse and heterogeneous his family is. He 
knows how to bless them with the particular 
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resources that they will need as they march 
forward, with varying talents and disposi-
tions, into their historical roles.

The Bible underscores this when it sum-
marizes the entire episode of the blessings 
with the following words:

“All these were the tribes of Israel, twelve 
in number, and this is what their father said 
to them as he bade them farewell, address-
ing to each a blessing appropriate to him.” 
(Genesis 49:28) To each a different blessing, 
to each his own parting word.

The fact that each of us is uniquely gifted 
is a basic component of the thought of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, the Chief Rabbi of 
the Land of Israel, who passed away more 
than 70 years ago, but whose written legacy 
keeps him very much alive.

Rav Kook insists that the very purpose of 
education is to help each person discover his 
or her own individuality, to learn what he or 
she can do best. Self-discovery, for Rav Kook, 
is the essence of the educational endeavor.

Rav Kook, besides being an educator, was 
also a mystic. From his mystical perspective, 
he views the world as being a unified whole, 
to which every individual is necessary, 
because each individual contributes some-
thing utterly unique to the cosmos.

Each snowflake is different from the 
other because the beauty of each snowflake 
is equally essential to nature’s beauty.

Each human being is unique because 
the contribution of every one of us is abso-
lutely necessary for the accomplishment of 
humanity’s ultimate mission.

Like Jacob’s children, we all are uniquely 
blessed. Appreciating our uniqueness as 
that of every one of our fellow men is an 
essential component of Jewish spirituality. 
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When Can 
We Lie?

After the death of Jacob, Joseph’s broth-
ers were afraid. Years earlier, when he 
had revealed his true identity to them, he 
appeared to have forgiven them for selling 
him as a slave. Yet the brothers were not 
wholly reassured. Maybe Joseph did not 
mean what he said. Perhaps he still har-
boured resentment. Might the only reason 
he had not yet taken revenge was respect 
for Jacob. There was a convention in those 
days that there was to be no settling of scores 
between siblings in the lifetime of the father. 
We know this from an earlier episode. After 
Jacob had taken his brother’s blessing, Esau 
says, “The days of mourning for my father 
are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob” 
(Gen. 27:41). So the brothers came before 
Joseph and said:

“Your father left these instructions before 

he died: ‘This is what you are to say to 
Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers 
the sins and the wrongs they committed in 
treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive 
the sins of the servants of the God of your 
father.” When their message came to him, 
Joseph wept. (Gen. 50:16-17)

The text makes it as plain as possible 
that the story they told Joseph was a lie. If 
Jacob had really said those words, he would 
have said them to Joseph himself, not to the 
brothers. The time to have done so was on 
his deathbed in the previous chapter. The 
brothers’ tale was what we may call a “white 
lie”. Its primary aim was not to deceive but 
to ease a potentially explosive situation. 
Perhaps that is why Joseph wept, under-
standing that his brothers still thought him 
capable of revenge.

The Sages derived a principle from this 
text. Mutar le-shanot mipnei ha-shalom: “It 
is permitted to tell an untruth (literally, “to 
change” the facts) for the sake of peace.” A 
white lie is permitted in Jewish law.

This is not the only place where the Sages 
invoked this principle. They even attributed 
it to God Himself. When the angels came to 
visit Abraham to tell him and Sarah that 
they were about to have a child, “Sarah 
laughed to herself as she thought, ‘After I 
am worn out and my lord is old, will I now 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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Aminadav 11, Abu Tor  
Spacious, charming, unique and rare 

 3 room apartment. 3rd floor with elevator 
Facing a spectacular view of the Old City, 

storage, private parking NIS 3,500,000  
Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

 

Moshav Ramat Raziel Estate 
Magnificent Jerusalem Mountain View  
8 Dunam, Terraced Gardens, House , 

Stables, Tourism and Agriculture. 
NIS 14,000,000  

Nelly  Ephrati Artom- 052-476-4356  

City Center/ Nachlaot Penthouse  
Amazing views inc. Temple Mount. 4 rms, 
120 sqm, 2 baths, Succah balcony, hi-end 
finishes, U/F heat, AC, Curtain-windows 

Parking, Shabbat elevator. NIS 5,850,000 
Orna Even- 054-621-6069

Kaf Tet Be'November- Old Katamon 
Luxurious new development in amazing 

location. Variety of apartments from 3 rms 
to penthouses, great views, High end 
finishes, Shabbat Elevators, Parking. 

Ariyel Maresky- 050-3699988 

 

Hashagrir argov 2, Arnona 
A spectacular, meticulous penthouse. 
Designed and finished to the highest 

standards, 5 rooms, master suite, spacious 
balcony, shabbat elevator. NIS 4,900,000 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 
 

 

Yehuda 7, Baka 
Old Arab garden home Masterpiece.  
4- rooms + 300 sqm garden. Original 

arched doors + windows. Renovated and 
restored. Sale 9,800,000 NIS /Rent 15,000 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 
 

Baka Penthouse with potential 
 Huge 5 rooms+ sukkah balconies + roof 
(170 sqm ) , pastoral,  small bldg,  private 
entrance + parking. Asking NIS 5,800,000 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 
 

Holyland, Penthouse 
Highest penthouse in Jerusalem- 30+31st 

floors. 230 +70 SQM, 6 rooms.  
Spectacular panoramic views of Jerusalem. 

Architecturally designed. NIS 12,000,000  
Yosef Stiegman- 052-570-1159 

Tekoa Street, Nachlaot 
In the heart of classic Nachlaot, 76 sqm 

duplex apartment, 3 rooms, 1.5 bathrooms, 
full of light, large family room . 36 sqm 
rooftop terrace+ views. NIS 2,300,000  

Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
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have this pleasure?’” God then asked Abra-
ham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I 
really have a child, now that I am old?’” (Gen. 
18:12-13).

God did not mention that Sarah believed 
that not only was she too old to have a child – 
she believed that Abraham was as well (this 
turned out to be quite untrue: Abraham had 
six more children after Sarah’s death). The 
Sages inferred that God did not mention it 
because He did not want there to be bad feel-
ings between husband and wife. Here too the 
Sages said: it is permitted to change the facts 
for the sake of peace.

It is clear that the Sages needed both epi-
sodes to establish the principle. Had we only 
known about the Sarah case, we could not 
infer that it is permitted to tell a white lie. God 
did not tell a white lie about Sarah. He merely 
did not tell Abraham the whole truth.

Had we only known about the case 
of Joseph’s brothers, we could not have 
inferred that what they did was permitted. 
Perhaps it was forbidden, and that is why 
Joseph wept. The fact that God Himself had 
done something similar is what led the 
Sages to say that the brothers were justified.

What is at stake here is an important fea-
ture of the moral life, despite the fact that 
we seem to be speaking of no more than 
social niceties: tact. The late Sir Isaiah Ber-
lin pointed out that not all values coexist in 
a kind of platonic harmony. His favourite 
example was freedom and equality. You can 
have a free economy but the result will be 
inequality. You can have economic equality, 
communism, but the result will be a loss of 
freedom. In the world as currently config-
ured, moral conflict is unavoidable.

This was an important fact, though one 

ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA: townhouse, 5 bedrooms, elevator, 2 succa 
balconies, private parking, renovated, storage, huge 
living room and master bedroom, light and green
MALCHA: 4.5 room  garden apartment, private en-
trance, fully renovation, 3 bathrooms, 100m garden, 
storage, parking, amazing view, light, quiet, only 
3,590,000 NIS
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,190,000nis
BAKA: amazing deal, 3 bedrooms, ground floor, 85m, 2 
balconies, center location, the best price on the market 
only 1,950,000nis
HANOCH ALBAK ST: amazing garden apartment, 3 
bedrooms, easy access, no steps, ensuite, parking, 
storage, renovated, amazing living space with a huge 
garden, attractive
ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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about which Judaism seems never to have 
been in doubt. There is, for example, a pow-
erful moment in Tanach when King David’s 
son Absalom mounted a coup d’etat against 
his father. David was forced to flee. Eventu-
ally there was a battle between Absalom’s 
troops and David’s. Absalom, who was 
handsome and had fine hair, was caught by 
it when it became entangled in the branches 
of a tree. Left hanging there, Joab, captain of 
David’s army, killed him.

When David heard the news he was over-
come with grief: “The King was shaken. He 
went up to the room over the gateway and 
wept. As he went, he said: ‘O my son Absa-
lom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had 
died instead of you—O Absalom, my son, my 
son!’” (2 Samuel 18:33). Joab was brutal in 
his response to the King: “Today you have 
humiliated all your men, who have just 
saved your life … You love those who hate 
you and hate those who love you … Now go 
out and encourage your men.” (2 Sam. 19:6-
8) David’s grief at the loss of his son conflicts 
with his responsibilities as head of state and 
his loyalty to the troops who have saved his 
life. Which comes first: his duties as a father 
or as a king?

The existence of conflicting values means 
that the kind of morality we adopt and soci-
ety we create depend not only on the values 
we embrace but also on the way we priori-
tise them. Prioritising equality over freedom 
creates one kind of society – Soviet Commu-
nism for example. Prioritising freedom over 
equality leads to market economics. People 
in both societies may value the same things 
but they rank them differently in the scale 
of values, and thus how they choose when 
the two conflict.

Unique opportunity! Private empty plot in the German 
Colony, on a small lane, possibility to build private house 
of 400 to 550 sqm (per layout of your choice), with private 
swimming pool and large garden, building permit in  
6 months, only $4.5M!!! DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Boutique Residence on Dubnov – Talbieh, luxurious 
apartment 200 sqm on one level + 32 sqm succah terrace, 
doorman, 2 parking spots, storage, luxurious standard. 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Rechavia- Ben Maimon St. Beautiful renovated 
duplex apartment, 240 sqm, 20 sqm succah balconies, 
4 en-suite bedrooms, shabbat elevator, parking.  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Authentic magnificent private mansion- Old Katamon/ 
German Colony- Plot 1,300 sqm, Authentic House of 500 sqm 
on 2 levels + large basement of 200 sqm, private swimming 
pool. Total Potential of 820 sqm + basement. Perfect for  
3 families or private house DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Mamilla, magnificent garden apartment- 152 sqm 
built, 4 bedrooms, 3 bath, 110 sqm private landscaped 
garden, beautiful views, all furnished, 2 parking spots.  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
New building, German Colony, boutique building 
of 4 apartments, garden apartment 240 sqm built + 
100 sqm private garden, parking, storage, all new!  
MAYA – 054-6650184
Amazing new penthouse, with Old City views! 
Close to Baka Model apartment fully furnished, all new,  
191 sqm on one level, 5 bedrooms, 4 en suite, 30 sqm Sukkah 
balcony, 12 sqm storage room. Parking and Shabbat elevator.  
MAYA – 054-6650184
Designed Model apartment in a luxurious residence in 
Talbieh with doorman 24/7, 150 sqm penthouse, furnished, 
architectural design with 15 sqm Sukkah balcony. Ready to 
move in. MAYA – 054-6650184
Beautifully renovated penthouse on Mekor Hayim-  
200 sqm on one level, succah terraces of 100 sqm, views, 3 
parking spots, storage, attractive price!! MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

continued on next page...
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as it would be if we were to tell a lie when 
substantive interests are at stake.

More fundamental and philosophical is 
an important Midrash about a conversation 
between God and the angels as to whether 
human beings should be created at all:

Rabbi Shimon said: When God was about 
to create Adam, the ministering angels split 
into contending groups. Some said, ‘Let him 
be created.’ Others said, ‘Let him not be cre-
ated.’ That is why it is written: ‘Mercy and 
truth collided, righteousness and peace 
clashed’ (Psalms 85:11).

Mercy said, ‘Let him be created, because 
he will do merciful deeds.’

Truth said, ‘Let him not be created, for he 
will be full of falsehood.’

Righteousness said, ‘Let him be created, 
for he will do righteous deeds.’

Peace said, ‘Let him not be created, for he 
will never cease quarrelling.’

What did the Holy One, blessed be He, 
do? He took truth and threw it to the ground.

The angels said, ‘Sovereign of the uni-
verse, why do You do thus to Your own seal, 
truth? Let truth arise from the ground.’

Thus it is written, ‘Let truth spring up 
from the earth’ (Psalms 85:12).

This is a challenging text. What exactly 
were the angels saying? What does it mean 

That is what is at stake in the stories of 
Sarah’s laughter and Joseph’s brothers. 
Truth and peace are both values, but which 
do we choose when they conflict? Not every-
one among the rabbinic Sages agreed.

There is, for example, a famous argument 
between the schools of Hillel and Shammai 
as to what to say about the bride at a wed-
ding. (See Ketubot 16b) The custom was to 
say that “The bride is beautiful and graceful.” 
Members of the School of Shammai, how-
ever, were not prepared to say so if, in their 
eyes, the bride was not beautiful and grace-
ful. For them the supreme value was the 
Torah’s insistence on truth: “Keep far from 
falsehood” (Ex. 23:7). The School of Hillel did 
not accept this. Who was to judge whether 
the bride was beautiful and graceful? Surely 
the bridegroom himself. So to praise the 
bride was not making an objective statement 
that could be tested empirically. It was simply 
endorsing the bridegroom’s choice. It was a 
way of celebrating the couple’s happiness.

Courtesies are often like this. Telling 
someone how much you like the gift they 
have brought, even if you don’t, or saying 
to someone, “How lovely to see you” when 
you were hoping to avoid them, is more like 
good manners than an attempt to deceive. 
We all know this, and thus no harm is done, 
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

to say that “God took truth and threw it to the 
ground?” And what happened to the claim 
made by the angel of Peace that humans 
“will never cease quarrelling”?

I interpret it as meaning that humans 
are destined to conflict so long as contend-
ing groups each claim to have a monopoly 
of the truth. The only way they will learn to 
live at peace is by realising that they, finite as 
all humans are, will never in this life achieve 
truth as it is in Heaven. For us, truth is 

always partial, fragmentary, the view from 
somewhere and not, as philosophers some-
times say, “the view from nowhere”. 

This deep insight is, I believe, the reason 
why the Torah is multi-perspectival, why 
Tanach contains so many different kinds of 
voices, why Mishnah and Gemara are struc-
tured around argument, and why Midrash 
is built on the premise that there are “sev-
enty faces” to Torah. No other civilisation 
I know has had so subtle and complex an 
understanding of the nature of truth.

Nor has any other so valued peace. Juda-
ism is not and never was pacifist. National 
self-defence sometimes requires war. But 
Isaiah and Micah were the first visionaries 
of a world in which “nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation.” (Is. 2:4; Mic. 4:3) Isa-
iah is the poet laureate of peace.

Given the choice, when it came to inter-
personal relations the Sages valued peace 
over truth, not least because truth can flour-
ish in peace while it is often the first casualty 
in war. So the brothers were not wrong to tell 
Joseph a lie for the sake of peace within the 
family. It reminded them all of the deeper 
truth that not only their human father, now 
dead, but also their heavenly Father, eter-
nally alive, wants the people of the covenant 
to be at peace, for how can Jews be at peace 
with the world if they are not at peace with 
themselves. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, December 14 - The entire day of learning on 
Asara B’Tevet was dedicated by Sari & Shlomo Drazin 

and the Polansky Family - in loving memory of  
Mr. Joe Polansky z”l- ישראל יוסף מאיר פולנסקי ז’ל
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Wednesday, December 15 - Rabbi Kimchi’s shiur was 
sponsored by Hanna Weil in memory of Ida Mayer a”h

Thursday, December 16 - Shani Taragin’s shiur  
is sponsored in memory of dear brother, Mark Weiner z”l

טבת מרדכי נחמן בן חיים מאיר ז”ל - נפטר 15
And beloved father,  Mike Weiner z”l
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by the Weiner, Miller, Solomont, and Saar families
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have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
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The first section of the second 
chapter in M’lachim Aleph, the 
haftatrah selection for today, is 

made up of the final message given by David 
Hamelech to his successor, Shlomo.  In the 
parasha, we read of how Ya’akov Avinu 
blesses his sons and passes the “torch”, 
the Mesorah, down from one generation 
to another. This too is true of King David 
who passes the torch of Kingship to his son, 
marking the first example in Jewish history 
of a regent handing the ruling power to 
his son, thereby creating a dynasty. The 
language used in Sefer M’lachim (“Vayikr’vu 
y’mei David lamoot”) also parallels that 
which is used in our parasha (“Vayikr’vu 
y’mei Yisra’el lamoot”). Additionally, these 
“tzava’ot” (“last wills and testaments”) also 
mark the ending of two periods of our 
history: the period of the patriarchs and the 
period of the conquest.

Nonetheless, much as we mentioned 
when comparing the two readings for 
parashat Chayei Sarah, the contrast 
between the words of the aging regent 
and those of the elderly patriarch, is more 
striking than are the similarities. Once the 
sons had healed the schism that threatened 
to tear apart the family, Ya’akov’s is able 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

to call all of them to his bedside and offer 
each one a fitting blessing for their future. 
David, however, was still smarting from the 
attempted coup of his oldest surviving son, 
Adoniah, and, fearing possible attempts to 
undermine Shlomo’s hold upon the throne, 
he does not offer a blessing to his successor 
but, rather, advice to rid himself of those 
who threaten to destabilize Shlomo’s reign. 
In truth, these contrasts are so powerful that 
we almost wonder why, indeed, this haftarah 
was chosen to be read this week at all!

I would suggest that much of our 
discomfort lie in the term “blessing.” In fact, 
Ya’akov’s final words to his sons were not 
blessings but “signposts” for the future. The 
patriarch himself says that by introducing 
his words with the phrase “…v’agida lachem 
et asher yikra etchem b’acharit hayamim”, 
“I will tell you what will happen to you 
in the latter days”. Certainly, most of his 
predictions are positive and complimentary, 
seeming to be simple blessings.  They are, 
however, meant to prepare them (and their 
descendants) for future events-especially the 
conquest and division of the Land of Israel-so 
that they would earn   G-d’s blessings. Even 
those sons who heard rather harsh words 
from their father understood that they were 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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meant to learn from the message so as not 
to repeat the same mistakes. It is this that 
a father wants to leave to his children; not 
simply good wishes but life lessons to direct 
them when he is gone.

And this is precisely what David 
HaMelech does in his final words to Shlomo 
HaMaelech.

The words don’t seem very nice 
and certainly couldn’t be described as 
“blessings” but they were important words 
meant to help the young king succeed 
in leading his nation and securing his 
reign over the people. Note that the first 
message David leaves to Shlomo makes 
very clear what the most important thing 
is to succeed: “V’shamarta et mishmeret 
Hashem Elokecha, lalechet b’d’rachav 
lshmor mitzvotav…kakatuv b’torat Moshe”, 
to listen to Hashem and observe the mitzvot 
of the Torah. It may not be a blessing but it is 
the most essential requirement for success. 
No. David’s words are not pretty but they 
are the most essential message that Shlomo 
should carry in heart throughout his life.

We all want blessings from our elders, 
our teachers and our holy Rabbis. But far 
more essential than their “good wishes”, is 
a lesson of how to lead our lives to make us 
more worthy of G-d’s blessings. 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Recognizing 
Strengths and 
Weaknesses 

Several lessons can be learned from the 
manner in which Yaakov blesses his sons 
prior to his departure from this world. 

“Yaakov called for his sons and said, 
“Gather and I will tell you what will hap-
pen to you at the end of days.” (Bereshis 
49:1). 

Yaakov requests that his children 
“gather” so that he can address them one 
last time.  Why at this juncture does Yaakov 
specifically request that his sons “gather” 
and unite – as he blesses them. 

The Be’er Yosef offers an insightful sug-
gestion.  Yaakov is about to highlight the 
strengths of each child.  It is important not 
only that they utilize their strengths, but 
that they should positively impact their 
brothers with respect to those attributes. 
It is not enough to have a certain ability; 
they must use it to influence others. The 
twelve tribes comprise one complete unit, 

and each individual shevet is to care for the 
other.  Only when we have a united front 
can we benefit from the positive impact of 
each other.

Additionally, Yaakov wanted to ensure 
that no one would be jealous of the other 
and so he requested unification before 
highlighting each son’s future strengths 
and contributions to the nation. 

When analyzing Yaakov’s statements to 
each son however, it appears as if not all 
utterances are blessings.   In fact, it seems 
Yaakov ridiculed some of his sons, in partic-
ular, Shimon and Levi! What exactly were 
these statements of Yaakov to his children 
prior to his departure? 

Rav Wolbe (Shiure Torah) explains that 
often the greatest blessing anyone can 
receive is the realization and recognition 
of who they are and the strengths and 
weaknesses they possess. Knowing what 
characteristics to improve upon is the first 
step towards achieving greatness. 

Yaakov conveyed to each son their 
unique qualities and the character traits 
upon which they needed to improve so that 
they could each maximize their potential.  
It is crucial for each parent to recognize 
that no two children are identical.  Each has 
their respective strengths and weaknesses.  
It is our duty to be able to direct their 
strengths in the right direction so that they 
can utilize them in their avodas Hashem. 
Reuven was scolded for acting too quickly 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125



OU ISRAEL CENTER         25

(as Rashi interprets he acted quickly with 
respect to Bilhah), yet that midda can be 
channeled in a positive fashion to be quick 
to engage in mitzvos and acts of chesed– 
“zerizim makdimim l’mitzvos”.   

In Koheles Rabah we are told that each 
individual is identified by three names: (i) 
the name given by one’s parents; (ii) the 
name referred to by friends (which can be 
a nickname or shorter version of the given 
name); and (iii) the name one creates for 
himself – in other words - the reputation 
one builds!  

Yaakov’s revelations to his children were 
meant to empower them so they could 
fulfill their potential. May we be able to rec-
ognize the unique attributes of each of our 
children so that we can empower them to 
build upon those characteristics and maxi-
mize their potential. 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Remembering 
Rachel Imeinu

Alone, Rachel Imeinu is buried in a far-
off location as Yaakov Avinu and his family 
traveled back to his father’s home. On his 
deathbed, Yaakov explains to her son Yosef 
that he did so based on a Divine directive. 
When the Jew would be exiled by Nevu-
zaradan, they would pass her burial place 
so she could daven and beseech Hashem 
to have mercy on their behalf. Why was 
Rachel Imeinu chosen for this task? Leah 
Imeinu was the mother of the majority 
of tribes, more of her own children were 
affected. Would she not have been a more 
fitting petitioner?

Rav Tzadok Hacohen teaches that the 
first place we meet a person or a word in 
the Torah, expresses its true essence and 
primary force. We first find Rachel Imeinu 
as a shepherdess tending her flock. Upon 

seeing her, Yaakov Avinu lifts his voice and 
weeps since he foresaw that he would not 
be buried with her. However, Vayavinu 
Bamikra explains that Yaakov perceived 
Rachel as the Ultimate Shepherdess of her 
flock, the Jewish people. He understood 
her position on the road, appealing for her 
children was her preeminent charge. 

Rav Moshe Shapira explains that Rachel 
Imeinu was weeping for a very different 
reason. When the Jews were independent 
in Eretz Yisrael they followed the ways of 
the Torah and were referred to at that time 
as the children of Yosef or Efrayim. Once 
they were exiled, Rachel Imeinu realized 
“ki enenu”, her children were no longer 
on this level, they had lost the qualities 
that Yosef Hatzadik imparted for poster-
ity. Indeed, Tanach only refers to the Jews 
as Yehudim in later texts such as Megilat 
Esther and Zecharyah when the Jews were 
in the process of exile. For this reason, 
Rachel Imeinu is on the road, davening 
for her children to return to the land and 
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their previous level of tzadikim – “veshavu 
banim legevulam”.

Although Leah Imeinu biologically had 
more children, the Maharal maintains 
that it is Rachel Imeinu who is the spiri-
tual mother of all Am Yisrael. Rachel was 
known as the ‘akeret habayit’, the mainstay 
of Yaakov’s home. Hence, her burial plot is 
like a magnetic force on the crossroads to 
bring her children back home. Each fam-
ily that makes Aliyah is spiritually drawn 
to our land and it is as if one can hear an 
echo from above as each person arrives, 
“vshavu banim legevulam”.

The mystical sefarim explain that since 
Leah Imeinu spent so much time at the 
crossroads crying so that she would not 
have to marry the wicked Eisav, she mer-
ited not to be buried at the crossroads. 
Since Rachel Imeinu did not go to the 
crossroads to inquire about Yaakov Avinu 
and daven, she is buried at the crossroads 
crying and davening for all eternity. Rav 
Kamil asks, why is Rachel Imenu guilty 
for not davening at the crossroads for her 
mate? After all, she knew she was going to 
marry Yaakov Avinu! We learn a power-
ful lesson, Rav Kamil notes. One can never 
take anything for granted! Even those 
things that we assume we will get or that 
already belong to us need our continuous 
tefillot. Kever Rachel becomes a symbol for 
one’s constant reliance on Hashem and not 
taking anything for granted in life. 
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Gather 
Together

For nineteen years after the founding of 
the Jewish State, Yerushalayim remained 
a divided city and the Old City was in Jor-
danian hands. In the immediate aftermath 
of the miraculous Six Day War, while the 
army secured the surrounding areas and 
worked to clear debris, the Kotel was still 
off limits to civilians. The famed journalist 
and beloved ish Yerushalayim, Rav Yisroel 
Gellis, was of the first to merit davening at 
the Kotel. He related: 

Yaakov Herzog, the Director General of 
the office of Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, 
was a former talmid of the Chevron Yeshi-
vah. He was able to arrange permission for 
his former rosh yeshivah, Rav Yechezkel (R’ 
Chatzkel) Sarna, zt’l, to have access to the 
Kotel, and personally drove Rav Chatzkel 
there in an army vehicle. Chacham Eli-
yahu Pardes, the Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
of Yerushalayim, also arrived at the same 
time and the two davened next to each 
other at the Kotel. 

Chacham Pardes threw himself upon 

the Kotel, weeping audibly and kissing the 
stones of the holy wall again and again with 
reverence. Rav Chatzkel was a scion of the 
Slabodka path, which values self-control, 
and he himself was not one for obvious 
displays of emotion. He turned to me 
(Rav Gellis) and asked, Vos kusht ehr azoi 
fil? “Why is he giving the Kotel so many 
kisses?” 

Later, I shared Rav Chatzkel’s comment 
with the Sefardic Chief Rabbi. “What do 
you mean?” he replied. “I have been sep-
arated from the Kotel for nineteen years! 
I’m giving a kiss for every year I’ve been 
away, and the Kotel is kissing me back, so 
happy that I’m here again after not having 
seen me for so long. Nineteen kisses for the 
nineteen years I’ve been away!”

In the dramatic, final moments of Yaa-
kov Avinu’s life, our forefather gathers 
his children and delivers a timeless, part-
ing message that remains relevant today. 
Instead of having a few quiet, private 
moments with each of his children, Yaakov 
makes the point of blessing, rebuking and 
addressing all of the Shevatim publicly, in 
front of each other. Each one of the Sheva-
tim not only heard an assessment of their 
own strengths and weaknesses, but also 

Mazal Tov to
Shai & Leah Rubin and family

on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Moshe
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became aware of their siblings’ specific 
tafkid, their personal role in Klal Yisrael.
ֵאת  ָלֶכם  יָדה  ְוַאגִּ ֵהָאְספּו  ַוּיֹאֶמר  ָניו  ֶאל־בָּ ַיֲעקֹב  ְקָרא  ַויִּ

ַאֲחִרית ַהיִָּמים׃ ר־ִיְקָרא ֶאְתֶכם בְּ ֲאשֶׁ

ָרֵאל ֲאִביֶכם׃ ְמעּו ֶאל־ִישְׂ ֵני ַיֲעקֹב ְושִׁ ְמעּו בְּ ְבצּו ְושִׁ ִהקָּ

  “Yaakov called for his sons and said, 
‘Gather together and I will tell you what 
will happen to you at the End of Days... 
Sons of Yaakov, gather round and listen; 
listen to Yisrael your father.’” (49:1-2)

According the the students of the Holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov, the double language used by 
Yaakov Avinu in our Parsha to instruct the 
shevatim to האספו הקבצו, “gather together,” 
stresses the fact that Yaakov Avinu wanted 
to use this powerful moment to instill in his 
children, and in all of us, a critical message: 
the individual contribution of every mem-
ber of Klal Yisrael is significant, and that no 
one shevet, person or group is more import-
ant than another. 

It seems that Yaakov Avinu was con-
cerned that there would be feelings of 
superiority among some of his children 
and among the tribes, and therefore the 
Torah records these statements with clar-
ity and in great detail. Yaakov Avinu’s final, 
and perhaps most significant directive for 
his children and their descendants was that 
every single one of us has our own special 

and unique avodah and role to fulfill, and 
that in order to accomplish our own per-
sonal goals and tafkid, we must value, 
respect and appreciate others’ contribu-
tions as well.

 Torah thought and law proliferate with 
different perspectives and opinions: Eilu 
v’eilu divrei Elokim Chaim, “Both these and 
those are words of the Living God” (Eruvin, 
13b). Without many sides there is not a “liv-
ing God” but the opposite, chas v’Shalom.

עוֹת ה׳ י ֵא-ל דֵּ -For a God of (multiple) per“ ,כִּ
spectives is Hashem” (Sh’muel I, 2:3). 

After nineteen painful years of distance 
from the Holy Wall, the Lithuanian rosh 
yeshivah was reciting Tehillim with calm 
intensity. The Sephardic chacham was 
overwhelmed with emotion, kissing the 
stones. 

According to Rashi, in gathering his chil-
dren together, Yaakov Avinu בקש לגלות את 

 ”intended to reveal the End of Days“ ,הקץ
— to reveal when Mashiach would arrive 
— but he was unable to reveal the specific 
time-frame, and left the day of redemption 
open-ended. The deeper message, however 
clear, is one we have yet to internalize, even 
after 2,000 years. In order for Am Yisrael 
to be redeemed, we must heed the instruc-
tions that Yaakov Avinu was able to reveal, 
and specifically that which he was mod-
eling at this gathering: valuing each and 
every Jew with their unique path and con-
tribution to the whole of our People. 

Only when we do this will we be com-
plete, and merit the arrival of Mashiach 
Tzidkeinu. May it be today! 

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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There Is  
More Than 
One Emmes

Before he dies Ya’akov summons his 
twelve children for one final conference. 
You would expect him to invite each to a 
private audience, to spend some quality 
private time before their revered father 
passes. A private setting would also be 
more sensitive, given that Ya’akov also 
plans to rebuke some of his children for 
past misdeeds. Yet, he collects all his chil-
dren for one common conversation. 

This collective gathering signals that 
the “selection process” which character-
ized the book of Bereishit has concluded. 
Throughout this painstaking process, a 
son was chosen while a different son was 
discarded. At this stage, the founders of 
history have all been chosen and all twelve 
sons will form one clan and, ultimately, 
one nation. They must learn to accept each 
other despite their differences. By delin-
eating their diverse traits in the mutual 
presence of all twelve children Ya’akov 
builds achdus and unity. The children are 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

different, with distinctive strengths and 
personal flaws. To craft a nation, they must 
aim for solidarity and unity. 

The modern Jewish world is badly 
divided. The seismic events which have 
rocked the Jewish world over the past two 
centuries have elicited vastly different 
responses across the Jewish world, leav-
ing our people badly splintered. The past 
two tumultuous centuries have driven 
great wedges between different sections 
of Judaism. Sometimes it feels as if what 
divides us is greater than what unites us. 
We search for the ever-elusive condition 
of achdus. What is this goal we term “ach-
dus” and how is it achieved? We toss the 
word around so frequently that it becomes 
clichéd. How can this goal be precisely 
defined and hopefully attained?

Tolerance
The first level of achdus mandates that 

we tolerate and bear those who are differ-
ent from us, but belong to us and belong 
with us. Disagreements can range from the 
ideological to the personal but we tolerate 
other Jews (and of course other humans) 
because we are one family. 

This mode of achdus tolerance is espe-
cially important in Israel for two reasons. 
Firstly, the sheer diversity of Jews in Israel 
makes tolerance more challenging, but 
more historically vital. It will take several 
generations to fully integrate such a vast 
array of Jews who have convened in our 

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Marsha

נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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Repair rain gutter
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We repair and replace old rain gutters,
Repair and renovate tiled roofs,

Renovate and repair sof�ts  / detect leaks,
Seal closed balconies.

PVC wooden fences, wooden �oors and decks
Pergolas and tiled roofs, enclose balconies.   

Professional work / Personal service

homeland from so many different regions 
of the globe. Intolerance to differences of 
other Jews is historically myopic to the 
great national undertaking we have begun.  

Secondly, in Israel we are forced to share 
limited but common resources. Outside the 
Land of Israel, it is easier for different sects 
of Jews to create separate communities, 
separate synagogues and separate ser-
vices. Back in Israel, there is only one city 
of gold and only one Kotel upon its hori-
zon. We must find ways for every Jew and 
every type of Jew to share in our common 
national heritage. There is only one sand-
box called Israel and we all must learn to 
play nicely together within it. 

Cross Pollination
Beyond merely tolerating others, achdus 

demands an appreciation that individ-
ual religious experience is enhanced by 
diversity and difference. No one person, 
nor one community is fully capable of 
encompassing the entire sweep of religious 
activities and agendas. National religious 
life demands specialization and division of 
labor. We lean on people and communities 
different from us to supplement our own 
religious experience with their own suc-
cesses and achievements. 

Take, for example, the study of Torah. As 
someone who teaches in a hesder yeshiva, I 
view the combination of Torah study along 
with army service as the ideal formula for 
religious young men. However, the allo-
cation of significant resources for army 
service- which I view as a supreme mitz-
vah- often diminishes Torah achievements. 
Charedi boys focus solely upon Torah 
study and, naturally, that formula pro-
duces a prodigious amount of Torah. That 

ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) 
+ 2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,   
2 car parks,  private entrance -  
rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT- Spacious 
3 room apartment, renovated, high floor, 
Shabbat elevator, Succah balcony with 
paoramic view, storeroom, parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, 
quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral 
street, huge garden (138m2), possibility to add 
45 m2, renovated, close to the Train Station

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488
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community’s commitment and production 
in the field of Torah directly benefits me. 
Achdus must supersede tolerance. It must 
teach us religious symbiosis. 

An orchestra would not be assembled 
solely with wind instruments or only with 
percussion instruments. Music is enhanced 
by the diversity and variety. Religious life 
and avodas Hashem are not different.  The 
more varied the approaches the richer the 
experience. Not every instrument can cre-
ate every sound and not every person or 
community can encompass all the many 
values and agendas of religion.

Fundamentally, the same is true 
(although on a different scale) regarding 
non-Orthodox Jews. Many non-Orthodox 
Jews pivot their Jewish identity upon social 
activism. Fighting injustice and creating a 
better world for humanity is part of Avra-
ham’s tradition, and an integral part of 
Jewish identity. For several reasons, this 
aspect of Judaism has been deemphasized 
over the past two-thousand years of Jewish 
exile. By refocusing our national attention 
upon justice, morality and social conscious-
ness, these communities are reinvigorating 
an often ‘neglected’ element of our tradition. 

The Theory of Partial Truths
An even higher level of achdus is based on 

an important theological truth: Hashem is 
too infinite to be fully understood or encom-
passed by one approach or one hashkafah. 
Individual attempts to understand Hashem 
are partial and incomplete. By acknowledg-
ing other legitimate approaches, we concede 
our own inability to fully grasp Him. 

The concluding gemara in Ta’anit 
describes the final alignment of righteous 
people in the world to come- as a circle. 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
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Tzadikim are positioned along the circum-
ference of the circle while Hashem occupies 
the center. Each tzadik points to Hashem in 
the middle of the circle. Of all geometric 
shapes, the final configuration of righteous 
people is portrayed as a circle. 

A circle has infinite and equidistant 
radii. Each radius stretching from the 
center outward to the circumference is 
equivalent in length. Two radii may be 180 
degrees apart, but they are equidistant. 
The message of this metaphor is obvious: 
two very different Jews may occupy differ-
ent points of the circumference. They may 
seem Hashem very differently – even 180 
degrees differently. However, they are each 
seeing equal ‘parts’ of Hashem. The human 
imagination can only distill a partial image 
of Hashem and each of these views rep-
resents a segment of a total sweep. Inability 
to appreciate any “Torah truth” other than 
your own denies the unknowability of 
Hashem. Acknowledging the validity of 
other approaches admits the inadequacy 
of the human imagination to fully grasp its 
Creator. Achdus is a theological imperative. 
Arguing that a particular Torah hashkafah 
represents the “only truth” shrinks Hashem 
to human size. Hashem lies beyond the 
human mind and beyond human capacity. 
By accepting Torah views different from 
our own, we affirm the infinite sweep of 
Hashem. 

This, of course, is the highest form of 
achdus. Not just tolerating others or appreci-
ating them as supplements or complements 
to our own religious experience. The high-
est achdus recognizes that there isn’t one 
“emmes” when humans attempt to define 
the incomprehensibility of Hashem. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Bridge the Gap
Sending a child to Israel for the year? 

Give them the support they need.

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modi’in based clinical 
psychologist specializing in teens and 
young adults. Since making aliya three 
years ago, he has worked with dozens 
of gap year students at yeshivot 

and midrashot, helping them manage this year of 
independence, questioning, transition, and growth.  
Dr. Bailey provides parents with peace-of-mind that 
their children have the support they need to bridge 
their gap year successfully.

DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES,  
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com
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Moving Potted 
Plants During 
Shemitah, P 2  

During the shemitah year, there are certain 
restrictions regarding moving potted plants. 

The basic principle
Any change made in regards to a pot-

ted plant in order to improve its growth is 
prohibited. For example, if a potted plant is 
not growing well indoors and one wishes to 
improve its growth by moving it outdoors, 
such an action is prohibited. The same is 
true regarding changing an outdoor sealed 
pot into a perforated one during shemitah in 
order to improve growth. These actions are 
considered a derivative of planting during 
shemitah, since halacha considers any 
improvement in growth as a form of plant-
ing (see Chazon Ish 20:5).

Moving without intention
Later authorities disagree over whether 

one may move potted (perforated or sealed) 
plants during shemitah when there is no 
intent to improve growth. Rav Yosef Shalom 
Elyashiv (Halichot Sadeh 48) and Rav Nissim 
Karelitz (Chut Shani p.101) are stringent. 
They maintain that once there is direct ben-
efit to the plant, such as when moving it from 
indoors to outdoors, the intent of the mover 
is irrelevant. They add that only when the 

result is completely disconnected from the 
action is intent a factor. Thus, for example, 
they would allow one to dig a hole in the 
ground in order to build a structure, despite 
the fact that digging a field is a prohibition 
of plowing during shemitah, since there is 
no agricultural intent (see Mishpetei Eretz 
p.114).  

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Minchat 
Shlomo 1:41) disagrees with this approach. 
In his opinion, since any activity with a 
potted plant is never the normal form of 
agricultural labor and the action itself is not 
in the earth, only the mover's intent has hala-
chic significance. Rav Auerbach rules that 
whenever there is no intention to improve 
the plant, moving it is permitted. He adds 
that there is no reason to be concerned with 
mar'it ayin (the halacha prohibiting an act 
which might appear to be forbidden, e.g. 
desecrating shemitah) since it is known that 
plants are moved all the time for various rea-
sons (see Shulchan Shlomo p.95-97).

There is much logic behind the ruling 
of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, espe-
cially when there are additional factors as 
explained below.

Practical applications
The dispute between the later authori-

ties has numerous practical applications for 
those who own or deal with potted plants.

According to Rav Auerbach, if one has 
indoor potted plants (sealed or perforated) 
placed on the floor, it is permitted to move 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

them outside into the sun in order to clean 
the floor. According to Rav Elyashiv, one 
would have to put the plants on a different 
indoor surface. It should be noted that there 
is even more room for leniency in such a sit-
uation. As the Ohr L'Tzion (Shevi'it 28) points 
out, if the plants remain outside for a min-
imal amount of time which has little or no 
effect, there is no halachic issue whatsoever. 

In a case where one wishes to move pot-
ted plants outside for an extended period of 
time, for example during renovations or to 
create more space, Rav Auerbach rules that 
it is certainly permitted, since the intent is 
not to improve the plants. Rav Elyashiv and 
Rav Karelitz would prohibit such an action.

Moving a potted plant from one indoor 
structure to another, while passing outdoors 
in between, is another practical application 
of the dispute. Rav Elyashiv and Rav Karelitz 
rule that when moving a plant from place to 
place, such as giving a gift to a neighbor or 
moving apartments during shemitah, potted 
plants must be covered with plastic or nylon 
in order to prevent the sun from improving 
them. (This is also the opinion of Rav Mor-
dechai Eliyahu.) Rav Auerbach, based on his 
ruling, firmly disagrees, as there is no intent 
to improve the plant. One could add that in 
a situation where the plant never actually 
touches the ground and is continually in 
motion, there is no similarity whatsoever 
to planting or agricultural labor, and thus 
there is no halachic concern when moving 

the plant.
In summary:
• Any physical change to a potted plant 

with intent to improve the growing condi-
tions outdoors is prohibited.

• Moving a potted plant without the intent 
to improve its growth is a dispute among 
authorities.

• Temporarily moving potted plants from 
indoors to outdoors, for example when 
cleaning a floor or organizing an area of the 
house, is permitted.

• Similarly, moving plants from inside 
to outside in order to make more space is 
permitted.

• It is permitted to move a potted plant 
from one structure to another, even though 
the plant will be exposed to the outdoors for 
a short time. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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Our Sedra opens with Yaakov 
Avinu imparting a sacred 
request of Yosef.

י־ ְימֵֽ ַוְיִה֤י  ָנ֑ה  ֵר֖ה שָׁ ֶעשְׂ ַב֥ע  ִמְצַרִ֔ים שְׁ ֶאֶ֣רץ  בְּ ַיֲעקֹב֙  ַוְיִח֤י   

ְקְרבּ֣ו  ַויִּ ה׃   נָֽ ּוְמַא֖ת שָׁ ִע֥ים  ְוַאְרבָּ ִנ֔ים  ַ֣בע שָׁ ַחיָּ֔יו שֶׁ ֵנ֣י  שְׁ ַיֲעקֹב֙ 

ִאם־ָנ֨א  לוֹ֙  ַוּיֹ֤אֶמר  ְליוֵֹס֗ף  ִלְבנ֣וֹ  ְקָר֣א ׀  ַויִּ ָלמּות֒  ָרֵאל֮  י־ִישְׂ ְימֵֽ

ִדי֙  ִעמָּ ֤יָת  ְוָעשִׂ ְיֵרִכ֑י  ַ֣חת  תַּ ָיְדָך֖  ים־ָנ֥א  שִֽׂ ֵעיֶנ֔יָך  בְּ ֵחן֙  ָמָצ֤אִתי 

ִעם־ֲאבַֹת֔י  י֙  ַכְבתִּ ְושָֽׁ ִים׃  ִמְצרָֽ בְּ ֵרִ֖ני  ִתְקבְּ ַאל־ָנ֥א  ֶוֱאֶמ֔ת  ֶחֶ֣סד 

֥ה  ֱעשֶׂ ַוּיֹאַמ֕ר ָאנִֹכ֖י אֶֽ ְקֻבָרָת֑ם  ִ֖ני בִּ ּוְקַבְרתַּ ְצַרִ֔ים  ִממִּ אַתִ֙ני֙  ּוְנשָׂ

ָך׃ ִכְדָברֶֽ

And Yaakov lived seventeen years in the 
land of Egypt, so that the span of Yaakov’s 
life came to one hundred and forty-seven 
years. (29) And when the time approached 
for Yisrael to die, he summoned his son 
Yosef and said to him, “Do me this favor, 
place your hand under my thigh as a pledge 
of your steadfast loyalty: please do not bury 
me in Egypt. (30) When I lie down with my 
fathers, take me up from Egypt and bury me 
in their burial-place.” He (Yosef) replied, “I 
will do as you have spoken.”

The Daat Zekeinim cites an interest-
ing Midrash in explaining this exchange 
between father and son.

 I am going to do in“ ,אנכי אעשה כדבריך
accordance with your instructions.” Accord-
ing to the Midrash, Yaakov’s request to 
be buried in the land of Canaan inspired 
Joseph to make the same request of his 
brothers when the time came for him to die-   
 I too, will do in accordance- אנכי אעשה כדבריך
of your words-I too, will insist to be buried in 
Eretz Yisrael!” We find that Joseph indeed 

made his brothers swear that his bones 
would be taken with the Jewish People at 
the time of the redemption, and Moshe per-
sonally was involved in locating his casket 
which was carried with the Jewish People 
for 40 years until eventually being interred 
near Sh’chem in the tribal territory of 
Ephraim, one of his sons.

Many have questioned this midrashic 
interpretation. Here, Yaakov is making a 
solemn request of his beloved son, his son 
who is now in a position of influence, to 
ensure he will be interred in Eretz Yisrael, 
and rather than simply agree to his father’s 
request, Yosef  adds-I too will request and 
insist that my brothers’ families will bring 
my  bones to be buried in Eretz Yisrael. 
Why does Yosef leave this instruction for 
his brothers and their families and not for 
his own children? Furthermore, why does 
Yosef  specifically instruct that his bones be 
brought to Eretz Yisrael and not simply say 
bury me in Eretz Yisrael?

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, shlita  offers a 
very interesting explanation of this insight 
of the Daat Zekeinim  which addresses each 
of these questions. Rav Wolfson points to 
numerous maamarei Chazal  that state that 
there are three partners in the creation of 
life- Hakadosh Baruch Hu is the source of 
the neshama, the mother is the source of 
the flesh and tendons, and  the father is 
the source of the bones...

Rabbi Wolfson explains, that when Yosef 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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HaTzadik answers that he, too, will do as 
his father instructed, that he will insist that 
his bones are interred in Eretz Yisrael, he is 
in essence declaring to his father, that since 
his bones emanate at their source from his 
father, that his bones represent an exten-
sion of his father’s  guf,  and therefore when 
his father asks him to promise that Yosef 
will see to it that Yaakov is interred in Eretz 
Yisrael, Yosef  not only promised that his 
father’s own remains will be taken up to 
Eretz Yisrael, but that his own bones, which 
are in essence an extension of Yaakov’s  
body, will also be interred in Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Wolfson explains that Yosef therefore 
instructs his brothers and their descendants 
to ensure that his bones are buried in Eretz 
Yisrael, just as he has a mandate to honor 
his father’s wishes, that mandate of Kibud 
Av applies to each of the brothers as well! 
Just as they must honor Yaakov  by interring 
his own body in Maarat Hamachpeila, they 
must follow suit, and their bones, which 
are an extension of Yaakov must also be 
interred in Eretz Yisrael  as the ultimate act 
of complete Kibud Av.

Rav Wolfson concludes that each of us 
must realize the extent to which the man-
date of honoring our parents extends, and 
strive to fulfill this sacred call. 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Life Lessons 
from Yosef: 
According to  
Rabbi Soleveitchik

1) Driving Out Envy: “I was very envi-
ous as a child. I was envious of my friends, 
because they did not consider me a bright 
child…I was very envious of another child 
in heder, who was reputed to know one hun-
dred pages of Talmud by heart. I remember 
my father called me in once and told me 
that envy is a middah megunah, a deplor-
able trait, a bad habit, an emotional enemy. 
These emotions are forbidden by the Torah: 
“Lo tachmod, You shall not covet” (Shemot 
20:14) and “Lo tit’aveh, You shall not desire 
(Devarim 5:18). I began to train myself to 
overcome my envy, and I succeeded. Now 
there is no envy in my heart. On the con-
trary I rejoice in the successes of my fellow 

man.” The brothers fell into this trap and 
their emotions got the best of them. (Vision 
and Leadership, p.65) “The sons of Yosef 
were very unhappy. They envied Yosef, for 
he had a multicolored coat; each one appar-
ently thought that he would have been the 
happiest person if his father had given him 
the multicolored coat instead. (Ibid., p.3)

2) “Do You Have A Father?”: “And 
Yosef said to his brothers, ‘I am Yosef. Is 
my father still alive?’” (Bereshit 45:3). This 
question requires explanation. Had not the 
brothers already stated that they have a 
elderly father living in Canaan? Apparently 
Yosef had another intention in presenting 
this inquiry.

The Beit HaLevi, The Rav’s great-grand-
father, famously suggested that this was not 
a question. It was a reproof: Now you beg 
for mercy for Binyamin based on your con-
cern for the terrible pain that Yaakov, our 
father, would suffer if you were to return 
to him without Binyamin. But where was 
that concern for our father when you sold 

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
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me into servitude, and allowed our father 
to think that I had been devoured by a wild 
beast? 

The brothers could not answer Yosef, 
and retreated in fright before him. For they 
realized that their own past actions refuted 
their present claims. 

The Beit HaLevi is suggesting that this 
event serves as a prototype of the self-de-
ception to which we are all prone and 
which we will one day be fully exposed: Oy 
lanu l’yom hadin (Bereshit Rabbah 93:10).

3) Importance of Family: “In my opin-
ion, the basic mistake of the brothers 
was not jealousy. Rather, it was the lack 
of appreciation of one of the most pre-
cious gifts that the Almighty has granted 
humans: the sense of unity that members 
of a family feel for each other, a manifold 
ontological experience that expresses itself 
in love and devotion.” (Vision and Leader-
ship p. 2). Neither Yosef nor his brothers 
appreciated this gift. They showed a lack 
of understanding of a beautiful experience 
- the experience that Tehillim describes so 
exquisitely: “Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together 
in unity” (Tehillim 133:1).

The Rav propounded that this is not 
only crucial within the context of one’s 
family but also within the family of Israel. 
“Frankly, if not for this experience of broth-
erliness on the part of the Jewish people 
throughout the world, we would have 
vanished long ago…If we are still a living 
people, it is because we know the experi-
ence of brotherliness, of giving unlimited 
help, of sharing in the misery and agony 
of other Jews. We are together in suffering 
and in joy.” 
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temptation? Following the Netivot Shalom, 
could they rise to the challenge of the term 
“Tov” – ‘goodness’ and ‘godliness’ – which 
has the numerical value of seventeen? Could 
they overcome the dross of Mitzrayim and 
rise to such a level of Kedushah that they 
could stand as Hashem’s nation to receive 
His Torah at Sinai?

Only under the wielded whips of their 
wicked overseers could the souls of Bnei Yis-
rael be appropriately tempered and refined. 
And Yaakov’s seventeen years of “Tov” in 
Mitzrayim would (partly) temper the effects 
of the impurities about to work themselves 
on his children. 

In the Kabbalah, “Tov” is associated with 
the Sephirah (holy emanation) named Yesod 
(lit. the base), the spiritual root force respon-
sible for the development of a person’s 
Middot (attributes) that enable the individ-
ual to reach the exalted status of Tzaddik. 

So, a Tzaddik in Mitzrayim in our distant 
past shaped the way for the people to over-
come the Tum’a of the land. So mighty was 
the power of Yesod that those who left Egypt 
overcame their urges, like lust,  honor, and 
pride, thus enhancing their inner Kedushah. 
And just like the Egyptian crucible of fire 
purified their souls, so might we pray that 
the burdens and enticements that afflict us 
today might alight in us a fire to enable us to 
reach the Har Sinai of our times.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

From the 
Flames of a 
Fiery Furnace

The biblical name Mitzrayim (Egypt) 
conveys “Tzorres.” It’s the place you want to 
leave and, preferably, like Yaakov, you want, 
at least, to find your ultimate resting place in 
Eretz Yisrael.

So how do we interpret that Yaakov 
lived in Mitzrayim for seventeen years? 
For it appears that Yaakov, reunited with 
his beloved Yosef, enjoyed peace and tran-
quility (and sat quietly learning Torah)  in 
a Yeshiva in lush Goshen. It almost sounds 
like an advert for a luxurious country guest-
house in the Diaspora! Clearly, not so! 

Nevertheless, if Hashem alerted Avraham 
that his descendants would be strangers in a 
“land, not theirs,” why did He choose Mitz-
rayim, of all places? 

Hashem sent Yaakov there because, like 
Yosef, Avraham, and Sarah before him, he 
had a mission to fulfill in Egypt – “davka” 
in that hotbed of extreme licentiousness. 
There, the level of Tum’a was so low that 
Bnei Yisrael would never have been able to 
leave.

In Egypt, Bnei Yisrael was to be chal-
lenged. Could they, like Yosef, resist 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

avoid the remote chance of violating Shab-
bat, considering the opinion of the Yereim 
that Shabbat begins around a quarter hour 
before sunset (Mishna Berura 261:23), the 
different ways to determine sunset, and 
the chance of making a mistake about the 
time. While tosefet (adding onto) Shabbat is 
required, a few minutes is plenty (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 261:2). So why do 40 minutes, 
when most of the world does 18-20? Some 
suggest that it is based on the most strin-
gent way to calculate the Yereim’s approach 
(see Orchot Shabbat 33:(74); Magen Avra-
ham 261:9 with Machatzit Hashekel). 

Most Sephardi women do not accept 
Shabbat with hadlakat neirot (see Yabia 
Omer, II, OC 16). Ashkenazi men generally 
do not accept Shabbat with the lighting 
(Mishna Berura 263:42), which is important 
if they still need to daven Mincha (ibid. 43). 
If the 40 minutes has to do with accepting 
Shabbat, then it logically would not apply 
to men or to women who do not accept 
Shabbat at that time (indeed Yalkut Yosef, 
OC 261:45 shows that Sephardi women of 
Yerushalayim did not and do not need to 
light then).

Rav S.Z. Auerbach is cited (Orchot 

Men Lighting 
Early in 
Yerushalayim 

Question: Should single men in Yerusha-
layim light 40 minutes before sunset like 
women do? 

Answer: There are varied indications 
whether hadlakat neirot Shabbat is to 
honor (kavod) the upcoming Shabbat and/
or maximize enjoyment (oneg) of the day 
(see Rambam, Shabbat 5:1 and 30:5; Living 
the Halachic Process VI, C-17). Seemingly, 
there is no gain in these regards to light 
well before Shabbat. 

There is a machloket as to whether had-
lakat neirot includes implicit acceptance of 
Shabbat (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 
263:10). Ashkenazi women accept Shab-
bat with the lighting unless they make a 
condition to the contrary (Rama ad loc.). 
Therefore, early lighting causes early 
acceptance of Shabbat, which is likely 
laudable for enthusiasm about Shabbat 
(see Igrot Moshe, OC III:38). It may also help 
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at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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Shabbat 33:(74)) explaining minhag 
Yerushalayim as being done to give hus-
bands time after their wives’ lightings to 
go to daven Mincha and accept Shabbat 
with Kabbalat Shabbat before sunset. (We 
will not analyze every conjecture about 
the reason.) Logically, then, a man lighting 
would want to light early enough to accom-
plish those things, and the minhag would 
apply to him. However, Shemirat Shabbat 
K’hilchata (46:(20)) says in Rav Auerbach’s 
name that the minhag does not apply to 
men. The author’s son explained the ratio-
nale to me. Whereas a minhag was enacted 
to encourage women to light when their 
husbands are home while they could still 
do a pre-sunset Kabbalat Shabbat, a man 
lighting can see what time works for him. It 
is possible to disagree with this logic.

There may be another reason for men 
to light at the same time as women. Ash-
kenazi women light before the beracha 
because they accept Shabbat with the bera-
cha, which makes it forbidden to light. The 
Be’ur Halacha (to 263:5) brings a machloket 
whether we say that since men do not 
accept Shabbat then, they should make the 
beracha first, like most Sephardi women. 
The reason to disagree (see also Maharam 
Shick, OC 119) is lo plug (we do not distin-
guish between people despite the logic to 
do so). Regarding the time of lighting, too, 
it makes sense for everyone to light at the 
same time. The Minchat Yitzchak (IX:20) 

seems to assume that men also light early 
in Yerushalayim. While there is sometimes 
concern about lighting too early if one is 
not accepting Shabbat, this is not a prob-
lem if it is the standard time that others are 
lighting (Orchot Shabbat 33:(84)).

In conclusion, there are weak indica-
tions, a handful of varied sources, and no 
strong minhag on the matter. The 40-min-
ute period is generally not an absolute 
requirement. (Although the Mishna Ber-
ura (262:11) says that if a woman is late 
in lighting, her husband should light, Rav 
Neventzal (B’yitzchak Yikarei ad loc.) 
clarifies that this is only when sunset is 
approaching.) We recommend that you 
try to light around the same time as other 
Yerushalmim but not to feel as strong an 
obligation as women do. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The Childless 
King

Last time we asked what are the param-
eters for utilizing new fertility technology. 
We saw one possible source that described 
how we are partners with God in forming a 
better world. But this does not discuss the 
specific limitations of such a partnership.

One such potential source is the fascinat-
ing story related in the Talmud (Berachot 10a) 
regarding King Chizkiyahu. He ascended to 
the throne at the age of 25, after his father, 
Achaz, who was one of the many wicked 
kings of Israel. Chizkiyahu was determined 
to change the corrupt ways of his father, 
the previous king and the Jewish nation. 
He uprooted the idolatrous altars that had 
sprung up throughout Israel. He was beloved 
in the eyes of God, except for one significant 
flaw; he was not married and, of course, had 
no children. This was an unacceptable mode 
of behavior, and God sent the prophet Yesha-
yahu to rebuke the king.

“Rav Hamnuna said: What is the mean-
ing of that which is written “Who is like the 
wise man, and who knows the interpreta-
tion [pesher] of the matter” (Kohelet 8:1)? 
This verse means: Who is like the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, Who knows how to effect 
compromise [peshara] between two righ-
teous individuals, between Chizkiyahu, and 

Yeshayahu. Chizkiyahu said: Let Yeshayahu 
come to me, as that is what we find with 
regard to Eliyahu the prophet, who went 
to Achav, the king of Israel, as it is stated: 
“And Eliyahu went to appear to Achav” 
(Melachim I 18:2). And Yeshayahu said: Let 
Chizkiyahu come to me, as that is what we 
find with regard to Yehoram ben Ahab, who 
went to Elisha “So the king of Israel, Yeho-
saphat and the king of Edom went down to 
him” (Melachim II 3:12).  What did the Holy 
One, Blessed be He, do? He brought the 
suffering upon Chizkiyahu and told Yesha-
yahu: Go and visit the sick, as it is stated: 
“In those days Chizkiyahu became deathly 
ill, and Yeshayahu ben Amotz the prophet 
came and said to him: Thus says the Lord of 
Hosts: Set your house in order, for you will 
die and you will not live” (Yeshayahu 38:1). 
What is the meaning of you will die and you 
will not live? This repetition means: You will 
die in this world, and you will not live, you 
will have no share, in the World-to-Come. 
Chizkiyahu said to him: What is all of this? 
Yeshayahu said to him: Because you did not 
marry and engage in procreation.”

But Chizkiyahu had a legitimate explana-
tion, that we will see next time. 
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated, large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

RENTAL - HAR NOF
Shlav B- 2 bdrms. including MB ensuite, furnished,
entrance level, succah, view. Available Jan. 1.
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Flowers requiring supervision for all or part of shemitah 

Last week we saw the flowers that do not require supervision during shemitah. This week we will 
cover the flowers that do require supervision throughout all of shemitah or part of it. Fragrant flowers 
are marked    . 

Flowers that require supervision throughout shemitah 

Hebrew Name Hebrew Name Hebrew Flower Name 
 Aconitum ניטום ואק Foxtail lilies ארומרוס  Lupine תורמוס

 Anemone כלנית  Freesia פרזיה  Narcissus נרקיס 
 Arum lilies קאלות לבנה  Globe thistle קיפודן  Peavine טופח

 Bishop’s weed אמיתה  Hibiscus היביסקוס Society garlic טולבגיה 
 Buttercup נורית  Iris איריס  Triplet lilies ברודיאה 

 Delphinium דלפיניום  Liatris ליאטריס  Tuberose (white) נץ חלב דוביום/לבן 
 

Flowers that require supervision part of shemitah 

Hebrew Flower Name Date Hebrew Flower Name Date 
 Agerantum 1 Kislev אגרטום  Milkweed (Asclepias) 1 Adar I אסקלפיאס 

 Peruvian lily אלסטרומריה 
(Alstroemeria) 

1 Nissan  אמריליס Amaryllis 1 Kislev 

 Asiatic lily 14 Cheshvan שושן אסיאתי  Pink (Dianthus) 1 Tevet ציפורן 
 Aster Root 14 Kislev אסטר שורש  Pink Aster 1 Tevet אסטר ורדה 

 Safflower (Carthamus קרטמוס (חריע) 
tincorius) 

1 Kislev  קמפנולה Bell flowers 
(Campanula) 

1 Tevet 

 Billy buttons קרספידיה  Scabious 14 Cheshvan תגית 
(Craspedia) 

14 Cheshvan 

 Sea Lavender עדעד
(Limonium sinuatum ) 

1 Kislev צלוזיה Celosia 1 Kislev 

 Chamomile  1 Kislev מטריקריה  Snapdragon 1 Kislev לוע הארי 
 St. John's Wort היפריקום 

(Hypericum)  
1 Tevet חרציות Chrysanthemum 1 Kislev 

 Colorful arum lilies 1 Kislev קאלה צבעונית Stargazer lily 14 Cheshvan שושן סטאר גזר 
 Curcuma 14 Sivan קורקומה  Sunflower 1 Tevet חמנית 

 Sweet William ציפורן ברבטוס 
(Dianthus barbatus) 

1 Kislev כיסופית Desert yearning 1 Kislev 

 Eryngium 1 Nissan ארינגיום  Sword lilies 14 Kislev סייפן 
 Throatwort טרכליום 

(Trachelium) 
1 Shevat ליזיאנטוס Eustoma 

(Lisianthus) 
1 Tevet 

 Godetia (Clarkia) 1 Kislev גודטיה Tweedia 14 Cheshvan טווידיה 
 Lilies 14 Cheshvan ליליה/ליליות Veronica 1 Tevet ורוניקה 
 Madonna lily 14 Cheshvan שושן  Yarrows (Achillea) 1 Tevet אכילאה 

 Pink Aster 1 Tevet אסטר ורדה    
 

 בס"ד 

Courtesy of Torah VeHa'aretz Institute 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         57

LET MY PEOPLE KNOW
The UNRWA GOLIATH

With a massive $1.5 billion budget,  allocating 58% to "education"...
UNRWA indoctrinates 5.3 million descendants of Arab 

refugees still in 59 "temporary" refugee camps to fight for "the right 
of return by force of arms" to villages now located 

inside sovereign Israel.

Yet the UNRWA commissioner tells 67 donor nations that "UNRWA 
promotes peace"

This cannot go unanswered.
The Bedein Center seeks sponsors to dispatch TV crews to film 
UNRWA schools and present UNRWA reality in the language of 

each legislative body that funds UNRWA.
Earlier UNRWA movies:

 https://www.cfnepr.com/205640/Movies

How to sponsor: 
In Israel: Union Bank no. 51, Branch 013, Acct. 29829/04

Outside of Israel - in any currency:
https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations

Entrance to UNRWA Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Vayechi – And 
He Lived

For a portion that is titled “Vayechi”, 
there is a lot of talk about death 

When Yaakov realizes that he will die 
soon, he decides to set all his affairs in 
order. He calls his son Yosef and asks him to 
do “Chesed Ve’ Emmet- kindness and truth” 
with him, and not bury him in Egypt. He 
wants to be buried in the family plot in the 
Land where his family lived ( 47:29-30). 
Yosef says he will fulfill his father’s request 
and Yaakov makes him swear.   

We can ask a number of questions on 
these verses. Why is this request so import-
ant to Yaakov? It required a lot of hardship 
for everyone to travel outside of Egypt to 
bury him. It could even have upset Pharaoh 
that the sons of Yaakov didn’t feel comfort-
able in their new home and would want to 
return to Israel to bury their father.  Why 
does Yaakov make his own son swear? 
Doesn’t he believe Yosef? What does Yaa-
kov mean by “kindness and truth”? We can 
also ask why the Torah uses the name Yis-
rael (and not Yaakov) in verse 29 when he 

asks to be buried in the Land of Israel and 
not Egypt? 

 Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch answers 
these questions. He says that at the end of 
last week’s portion, the children of Israel 
began to get too comfortable in their new 
home, Egypt – “V’yeachzu Ba- “ it gripped 
them – they acquired property there (47: 
27). They felt at home, not like they were 
in galut. Yaakov didn’t like this and wanted 
to ensure that his offspring would remain 
dedicated to the Land that had been prom-
ised to him and his descendants by God.  By 
asking to be buried in Israel he was saying 
to them - you may feel comfortable here in 
Egypt and are thinking to settle in this Land 
– well I don’t even want to be buried here.

 Yaakov knew that Yosef would make a 
very elaborate and respectful burial cere-
mony for him in Egypt. That would be the 
“Chesed – kindness” but he also wanted 
“Emet –truth”.  Rav Hirsch says that Emet is 
always the stipulating reservation added to 
Chesed.  A burial, no matter how regal, held 
in Egypt, would not be “Emet” it is not the 
place where he, using his name Yisrael, and 
acting as the patriarch, and bearer of the 
family mission, needs to be buried. It is of 
utmost importance to him not to be buried 
in Egypt.  He hopes that his being buried 
in Israel, the Land promised to him, would 
act as a lesson for his progeny and show 
them the importance of the Land and pro-
tect the future generations from becoming 

Mazal Tov to
Herbie & Debby Dan and family  

on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter 
Adina
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too comfortable in other lands. 
One mustn’t make the mistake though, 

from this request,  that it is enough to be 
buried in Israel. Our Rabbis do have harsh 
words for people who choose to live outside 
of Israel, in a sense rejecting God’s Land 
during their life, and then choose to be bur-
ied there.  And yet there are people who 
for some reason are unable to live in Israel. 
Even Yaakov, who lived and was buried in 
Israel, had to spend many years with Lavan 
outside the Holy Land.  

That is the case of my father z”l. I had 
been living in Israel for 30 years, and my 
parents still lived in Los Angeles when my 
father died. The topic of where my parents 
would want to be buried had never come 
up in conversation. They had family plots 
in New York where they had lived for many 
years, and were then living in LA so it came 
as a surprise to me when I found out that 
they had decided to be buried in Israel. My 
father was not zoche to live in Israel but 
he chose to be buried here. Even in death 
one can teach important lessons. When I 
stand at my father’s grave with my grand-
children, all who never met him, and some 
who are named after him, they can learn 
from his dedication to the Land of Israel, 
following in the path of Yaakov.  They also 
learn from the Mishna engraved on his 
tomb (Pirke Avot 4:1) – “Who is really wise? 

A person who learns from all people….Who 
is really strong? A person who overpowers 
his yetzer …Who is really rich? A person 
who is happy with whatever he has.

Instructing their descendants to bury 
them in Israel their legacies live on even in 
their death. Vayechi.

 RECIPE

Yaakov’s funeral procession on the way to 
Maarat Hamachpela reached Goren haa-
tad (49:10) the threshing floor of the thorn 
bushes and they conducted a great eulogy 
there. Rabbi Kaplan writes that this thorn 
bush is Lycium. This can be goji berries. 
Since at a mourning house we serve chick-
peas this week’s recipe includes both. If you 
don’t have goji berries you can use craisins 
or raisins.
• 1 c rice, cooked
• 1/2 c goji berries, craisins or raisins
• 1 c chickpeas, cooked
• 2 scallions, thinly sliced
• 1/4 c mint, chopped (optional)
• 2 T basil, chopped
• 11/2 T olive oil
• 11/2 apple cider vinegar
• Salt and pepper, to taste
Mix all ingredients. If using dried goji ber-
ries you can cover them with hot water first 
and drain before adding to the salad. 

סדין
חצי
עמ'

רבע
עמ' A4A3סטריפ

סדין
חצי
עמ'

רבע
עמ' A4A3סטריפ

A unique hospitality experience in the religious community of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the 
Judean mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance from Jerusalem.
Upgraded and fully equipped villa:
●  8 spacious bedrooms (2 bedrooms can be added for extended family)
●  Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 people.
●  Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more ...
●  All these create a warm atmosphere all while being luxurious and elegant. A selection of synagogues nearby.

 in the mountains of JerusalemUpscale holiday villa
A vacation in Israel in a dreamlike atmosphere

Avraham- 050-2604621 Book your vacation now!
Enter and view the spectacular panoramic photo: www.zacai.banav@gmail.com

Registration for Passover 2022 has begun
Hurry, Book your spot now!
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Sam Frank
ChashModi’n 
Madrich
Striving for 
Greatness

At the end of Yaakov avinu’s life he 
asks for his grandsons, Menasheh and 
Ephraim, in order to bless them. Yosef 
lined up his children so that Menasheh, 
the older son, would be under Yaakov’s 
right hand, the more respected side. 
Yaakov then crosses his hands so that 
Ephraim would be under his right hand, 
despite him being the younger brother. 
Yaakov reassures Yosef by telling him that 
while Menasheh will be great, Ephraim 
will be greater. 

This whole event begs an explanation 
for what Yaakov was talking about! Rav 
Shalom Rosner suggests that Yosef had two 
unique traits and each of his son’s embod-
ied one of them. Menasheh’s strength was 
in struggling through the difficult times 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

and persevering through challenges. 
Ephraim’s was in aspiring to the future, 
ambitiously striving and building towards 
something better. Yosef believed that his 
two sons should be lined up by age as this 
represents a two-step process. We have to 
first make sure that we aren’t doing things 
that are pulling us away from our relation-
ship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu and only 
then can we start working on developing 
a positive relationship with Him. 

Yaakov Avinu understood that while 
Menasheh’s midda is certainly great in its 
own right, Ephraim’s is far greater. The 
midda to understand that despite those 
challenges and struggles we all face in 
different areas of our avodas HaShem, 
we are always capable of, and HaShem 
eagerly looks forward to us working to 
develop that relationship and to become 
closer with Him. Shabbat shalom!

Ezra Bourkoff 
Modiin, 10th Grade
The Power of 
Emunah

In the previous few פרשיות we read the 
intense story of Yosef where he reveals 
himself to his brothers and appears to for-
give them. In this week’s Parasha, Vayechi, 
the matter of what Yosef’s brothers did 
to him is brought up yet again. Didn’t 
we already move past this? Had he not 
yet forgiven his brothers? When Yaakov 

קרן חסד 
בחסות עמותת חסד יצחק ושיינדל

ע"ר 580664647
kerenchesed1@gmail.com

PLEASE (CONTINUE) TO SUPPORT THE NEEDY!
Every day is urgent!

Send checks to:
CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL

c/o Menachem Persoff
POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem

*Tax benefit now available*
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ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il

died, Yosef had every reason to get back 
at his brothers. The brothers were worried 
that this would be Yosef’s opportunity to 
take his final revenge, and perhaps only 
pretended to forgive them to appease his 
father during his lifetime. However, Yosef 
addresses their fear by reassuring them 
that this was all G-d’s plan. “ Fear not, for 
am I instead of G-d? Although you intended 
me harm, G-d intended it for good… that a 
vast people be kept alive”(50:19-20) 

Here we see the deep ביטחון and אמונה 
that Yosef had in Hashem, even after all 
the hardship he had been through. He 
understood that it was all to save the 
Jewish people. Throughout our lives we 
encounter challenges that have the poten-
tial to break our spirits. It is important 
to admire the Emunah of Yosef and see 
the hand of Hashem in each and every 
moment. Sometimes we can’t always see 
the good in everything but it is important 
to remember that Hashem is orchestrat-
ing everything for a higher purpose. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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Real Life Rescues 
Saying A Blessing Over A Child

Avraham Porges is a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT from Ashdod who works as a Kashrut 
Supervisor for the city of Ashdod. On Tuesday, he was in his office a block away when he received 
the alert to the emergency. Without hesitation, he put on his helmet and jacket and rushed out the 
door to his ambucycle, flicked on his lights and sirens, and sped off to the incident.

“I had just gotten back to my office after responding to a serious motorcycle accident that took 
place on Moshe Sneh Boulevard. I barely had time to sit down in my office before I got the alert to 
the second emergency. It was one of those mornings where I went from emergency to emergency. 
The adrenaline stayed with me from one emergency to another and even after.”

When Avraham arrived, he met another United Hatzalah volunteer EMT and fellow ambucyclist, 
David Bakovza, and the pair of EMTs ran up to the man’s apartment. They found family members 
performing CPR on the man who was unconscious and pulseless. They quickly attached a defibrillator, 
took over compressions, and began assisted ventilation on the man in an attempt to restart his heart 
and get his pulse back. 

After a few minutes, they were joined by other first responders including Avraham Bahar and a 
mobile intensive care ambulance crew. The combined team administered adrenaline and medications 
and after 15 minutes of integrated CPR, they were successful in bringing back the man’s pulse.

“It was exhilarating to see the man’s pulse restored and his blood pressure return to regular 
levels,” said Avraham. “I am proud to have been a part of a successful CPR and help give this man 
another chance at life today,” he concluded.

But Avraham’s day wasn’t finished. The experienced EMT is also one of the organization’s trainers 
who offer basic CPR and family safety courses. On Tuesday evening he taught one such course to a 
family that had recently had a baby.

“I arrived at the home of the family full of energy following the successful CPR that morning 
and taught the 4-hour course to the gathered family members,” Avraham explained. “The new 
parents, aunts, uncles, and grandparents of the new baby had decided to take the course, with extra 
emphasis on how to treat a baby, to enable them to know what to do in case of an emergency in the 
home. I asked how the baby was and it turns out that the following 
day was the brit milah.” 

The family inquired from Avraham, a religious Jew, what 
customs were appropriate during the brit milah ceremony as they 
weren’t religious and were at a loss of what procedures should be 
done. Avraham told them about the custom to say Kriat Shema 
next to the baby the night before the brit, and the family promptly 
asked him to do so, as they were unfamiliar with the text. 

“I gladly accepted the honor to say the prayer over the new child. 
That is how I found myself in a non-religious family’s living room in 
Ramat Gan, reciting a blessing over a new baby, celebrating a new 
life with an entire family, after having just saved another life earlier 
that morning. It was a day that I will never forget. Sometimes we 
merit the ability to see just why Hashem put us in a specific place 
at a specific time. This past Tuesday, that happened to me twice."

(Photo: Avraham and his ambucycle)

1221
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