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HELPFUL REMINDERS:
KIDDUSH LEVANA
• Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad 4 Tevet/ Tues. night Dec. 7
7 Days After Molad 8 Tevet/ Motzei Shabbat Dec. 11
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until... 15 Tevet/ Motzei Shab-
bat Dec. 18, All night

• This Shabbat we read from three sifrei Torah. We read the Parshat Hashavua, 
Rosh Chodesh, and Chanukah.

• In the Musaf prayer of Shabbat we recite Ata Yatzarta and Al Hanisim.
• Please refer to last week's edition of Torah Tidbits for instructions for lighting 

Erev Shabbat and Motzei Shabbat.

This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
Photo By: Yosef Symonds Place: The location of this photo recalls the verse "For this command-
ment which I command you this day, is not concealed from you, nor is it far away. (Deut. 30/11)" 

It was of our simple glass-housed chanukiah, shot right at our kitchen window.
 Meaning: By getting in real close, the specific beauty of each flame is visible, with its call to 

look inside oneself.
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by grants from THE JERUSALEM 
MUNICIPALITY

VAYIGASHHAVDALAMIKETZCANDLES
HavdalaCandles5:15Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim3:59 5:164:00
5:194:185:18Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)4:17
5:174:195:15Beit Shemesh / RBS4:18
5:174:165:15Gush Etzion 4:15
5:174:165:15Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 4:15
5:174:165:15Modi’in / Chashmona’im 4:15
5:164:155:17Netanya4:15
5:194:185:16Be’er Sheva4:17
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Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:52PM • next week - 5:53pm

JERUSALEM 
Ranges 11 days Wed.- Shabbat 
December 1- 11/ 27 Kislev - Tevet
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 5:27 - 5:34
Sunrise 6:21 - 6:29
Sof Zman Kriat Shema 8:54 - 9:00
Magen Avraham      8:16 - 8:21
Sof Zman Tefila                           9:45 - 9:51 
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya) 
Chatzot (Halachic Noon)    11:28 - 11:32
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)   11:58 - 12:02
Plag Mincha 3:30 - 3:32
Sunset (Including Elevation) 4:40

OTHER
Z'MANIM
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One of the major advan-
tages of growing up in Israel 
is that you meet and interact 
with Jews from so many back-
grounds. If I recall correctly, 

Israel is made up of Jews that returned 
home from 79 different countries. While 
such a diverse population creates many 
challenges it also clearly creates a wonder-
ful new Jewish blend full of foods, customs, 
and interactions.

Growing up in my community in NY 
until I was nine didn't provide me with 
the opportunity of being exposed to many 
Sefardim. As a matter of fact the first time 
that I ever saw a Sefardi Sefer Torah was 
when living in Israel in Kedumim. I remem-
ber thinking "Wow, that's a really cool Sefer 
Torah."

Today, 36 years later, many of my closest 
friends are Sefardi. My favorite (and only) 
brother married a wonderful Moroccan 
woman and my youngest sister married an 
incredible Kurdi Jew. When we get together 
as a family it is beautiful to see how the dif-
ferent blends of Jews all click together and 
get along despite, or maybe even because of, 
our differences.

I realize that what I am writing may 
sound idealized,  but the reality is that it 
took me many years to appreciate this 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

unity. I attended elementary school, high 
school and dormed in Yeshiva together with 
both Ashkenazim and Sefardim. We used to 
tease each other and "argue with a smile" 
about our differences. The Sefardim would 
tease us Ashkenazim that we "starve" on 
Pesach and only eat Matzah and gefilte fish 
while they get to eat Kitniyot - rice, chumus, 
bamba and techina. Even though we were 
not in Yeshiva over Pesach, this benefit of 
being Sefardi would come up throughout 
the year. Then, during Elul and Selichot us 
Ashkenazim would tease them that they 
need to wake up 45 minutes earlier for Seli-
chot. We’d ask them whether a month of 
early wake ups were worth a week of eat-
ing Kitniyot.

I know we still have a long way to go, but  
when I discuss this issue with my own chil-
dren, it seems these issues have mellowed 
out and people have become more accept-
ing of each other’s traditions, foods, and 
customs. Compared to when I was a child, 
there are many more marriages between 
Ashkenazim and Sefardim today. We are 
Baruch Hashem exposed to so many more 
Jewish customs and traditions, but in my 
youth it often seemed like there was a con-
stant competition whether it was better to 
be Ashkenaz or Sefard.

 The competition between the Eidot and 
each one's different customs really comes 
from a beautiful place. Each and every Jew 
wants to preserve their customs and make 
sure they are continuing to do what their 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

May the learning from this issue  
of  Torah Tidbits be for a

רפואה שלמה רינה פייגא בת רבקה
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parents, grandparents and great-grand-
parents did before them. The continuation 
of tradition from generation to generation 
is important because it is what continues 
to keep us alive as a nation for so many 
centuries.

There are certain times during the year 
that I can really enjoy and appreciate the 
benefits of being Ashkenazi. Chanukah is 
one of those times. While Sefardim have the 
custom to light one Menorah for the entire 
household, Ashkenazim have the custom 
for every member of the household to light 
their own Menorah. Seeing every member 
of the household light adds to the beauty 
and Pirsumei Nisa (publicizing the miracle).

Whether we are lighting one Chanukah 
Menorah per household or many, we have 
to remember that the miracles that Hashem 
performed were done for our nation as a 
whole, whether we are Ashkenaz or Sefardi, 
Litvish or Yeshivish. Hashem didn’t differ-
entiate by what kind of Kipa a person wears 
or doesn`t wear or what Nusach s/he dav-
ens. Hashem performed, and continues to 
perform, miracles for  Jews as one, no mat-
ter who they are.

The Chanukah miracles remind us of this 
important lesson. While there are times that 
we joke with our friends and relatives about 
our cultural differences – we eat gefilte fish 
while they eat kuba – at the end of the day, 
we must remember that Hakadosh Boruch 

Our deepest condolences to  
Jonathan Goldstein and family

on the passing of  his father
Gabriel Goldstein z"l

from Avraham & Sara Kriss
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Hu loves each and every one of us as His 
child. We were all taken out of Egypt before 
we were Ashkenazim or Sefardim, and we 
all experienced the miracle of Chanukah no 
matter what "type" of Jew we were.

Chanukah is a time in which we see this 
beautiful unity displayed by the youth in 
our 20 OU Israel Youth Centers across the 
country. This past week, hundreds of teens 
spread the joy and light of Chanukah by 
lighting candles and bringing Sufganiyot to 
elderly members of their communities as 
well as local fire departments, policemen, 
and local businesses.

I pray that we internalize this message 
of Jewish unity over Chanukah and focus 
on loving each and every Jew like Hakadosh 
Boruch Hu loves each and every one of His 
children. When we accomplish this, we 
will be able to look up to Hashem and say 
we have united as a Jewish Nation and are 
ready for the Beit HaMikdash, speedily in 
our days. Chanukah Sameyach.

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 
Rosh Chodesh and Shabbat.

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

IN THESE DIFFICULT DAYS, ARE YOU 
DISTRESSED, DEPRESSED, ANXIOUS OR 

CONCERNED ABOUT A FAMILY MEMBER? 
If so, a Jerusalem-based therapist with  

45 years experience is available for  
individuals, couples, and families.

For a free 15 minute consultation, please call:

DR. BATYA COHEN, TEL:  
(02) 676-0460 OR 054-847-1572
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

Yosef ascends from jail to complete 
control of Egypt. Paro has a dream. The 
Butler remembers Yosef in jail. Yosef 
tells Paro of 7 impending years of plenty 
followed by 7 of famine. Yosef is appointed 
to manage the hoarding of food in the good 
years. When the famine begins, the whole 
world turns to Yosef for food. Including 
his family. Yosef recognizes his brothers; 
he accuses them of spying. Shimon is kept 
in jail, the brothers return home to bring 
Binyamin. When the need for food forces 
them back to Egypt, Binyamin is brought 
with them. Yehuda guarantees his return 
to Yaakov. Yosef plants his goblet with 
Binyamin, punishes him with remaining a 
slave in Egypt.

KI TEITZEI 1st Aliya (41:1-14) 2 years later 
(after the Butler’s return to serve 
Paro), Paro dreams. 7 healthy 

cows emerge from the water, devoured by 
7 skinny ones who emerge after. Paro is not 
satisfied by the dream interpretations of 
his wise men. The Butler remembers Yosef, 
telling Paro of him.  Yosef is shaved, dressed 
and rushed to Paro.

Dreams aplenty. Yaakov dreamt of the 
ladder and the angels. Yosef had 2 dreams.  
The Butler and Baker had dreams. Now 
Paro has 2 dreams.

But there are subtle differences in 
who, when and how many. Yaakov had 
one dream: 1 man, 1 dream, 1 night. Yosef 
had 2 dreams, but not on the same day. He 
told his brothers of the sheaves bowing to 
him and they weren’t happy. Then he had 
another of the sun, moon and stars and told 
to Yaakov and the brothers. So with Yosef; 
1 man, 2 dreams, 2 nights. The Butler and 
Baker; 2 men, 2 dreams, 1 night. And Paro; 
1 man, 2 dreams, 1 night.

When Yosef is successful in interpret-
ing both the Butler and Baker and Paro’s 
dreams, does he wonder about his dreams?  
Does he think his dreams may still come 
true? Or does he assume his don’t match 
the pattern; the others were 2 dreams, one 
night. His were 2 dreams, 2 nights. Or per-
haps 2 nights is a sign that they will take 
a long time to occur. Maybe even over 20 
years.

2nd Aliya (41:15-38) Paro relates 
the dreams to Yosef. Yosef tells 
Paro that the 7 years of plenty 

will be followed by 7 years of famine. Now, 
Paro you shall appoint a wise person to 
hoard food during the plenty, to avoid the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

MIKETZ

In honor of
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
and his inspiring Shiurim

and in memory of  his grandfather
A. Goldscheider z"l

אברהם בן משה
on his 55th yahrzeit

2nd night of  Chanuka
Mrs. Ethel Fischer
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
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for Pesach. Daily challenge email,
video, how tos, & support group.

JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
FEB 14, 2021

Hotline option avaliable 

lands collapse during the famine. Paro 
responds: could one like this be found who 
has G-d’s spirit in him?

Dream interpretation is a rich subject.  
If the dream is of plenty and famine, I get 
healthy stalks being devoured by sickly 
ones. But stalks don’t eat. And what do cat-
tle have to do with agriculture? Why cows 
walking out of the Nile? Ok, cows can eat 
each other, whereas stalks can’t. But stalks 
are agriculture, cows aren’t.

The name Elokim appears 7 times in 
this exchange between Yosef and Paro.  
When a word is repeated 7 times, it is a sig-
nal – take note, this is central. The story of 
Yosef’s sale, his descent to Potiphar’s home, 
his being framed by Mrs. Potiphar, thrown 
in jail, is a downward spiral designed by 
the hands of man. But all that is about to 
change, for G-d’s Hand is entering the story.

3rd Aliya (41:39-52) Paro appoints 
Yosef over all of Egypt; he receives 
the signet ring, the royal clothes, 

rides the royal chariot, receives the Egyp-
tian name Tzafnat Paneach and marries.  
He gathers the grain in the years of plenty.  
His 2 sons are born; Menashe, G-d has 
allowed me to forget my father’s home and 
Ephraim, G-d has made me prosper in 
Egypt.

In an instant, Yosef has gone from the 
foreign lad in jail, to the number 2 man in 
the land. But. The wrong land. Aren’t we 
supposed to be settling the land of Israel?  
In our absorption in a wonderful story of 
twists and turns, we forgot that the story of 
the Torah is the promise to Avraham: Your 
children will inherit the land. Of Israel.  Not 
Egypt. The shift of the story of the Jewish 
people has moved entirely from Israel to 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Egypt right under our noses.
And don’t we all love the Midrash that 

the Jews were redeemed from Egypt for 
not changing their names, their clothing 
or language. Yosef is given new clothes, 
and a new name in a new language. Yosef 
seems to have become the quintessential 
Egyptian.

4th Aliya (41:53-42:18) The fam-
ine begins.  Paro instructs his 
people to go to Yosef, for Yosef 

has opened the storehouses. Yaakov sends 
his sons, save Binyanim, to Egypt to get 
food. When the brothers bow to Yosef, he 
recognizes them. He remembers his 
dreams. Yosef challenges the brothers, 
claiming they are spying Egypt. To prove 
they are not, he demands they bring Bin-
yamin. And puts them in jail for 3 days.

What did Yosef think when he saw the 
brothers? All the commentators grapple 
with Yosef’s response. Why not say hello to 
them? Why hide? Varied are the responses.  
But on the level of metaphor or drush – 
what an image. The Jew, successful, wildly 
successful, in the highest offices of his new 
land, with his new language, his new name, 
his new clothes; is unrecognizable to his 
brothers. And he himself, so comfortable 
in his new world, cannot find the words to 
bridge the gap.

5th Aliya (42:19-43:15) Yosef tells 
the brothers that one should stay 
behind while the rest return 

home and bring Binyamin to him.  They 
respond to themselves; this has occurred 
because of how we treated Yosef. Yosef 
cries upon hearing this. Shimon is jailed.  
Yosef places their money with their grain.  
When they discover this, they wonder why 

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il
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Schedule an Appointment
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G-d is doing this. Yaakov is distressed at the 
thought of Binyamin leaving him. But when 
the food runs out, there is no choice.  
Yehuda guarantees Binyamin’s safe return.  
They return and stand before Yosef.

The brother’s feelings of guilt for the 
sale of Yosef are inescapable. Over 20 years 
later, in Egypt, buying food – when things 
turn into a crisis, with Yosef demanding 
they bring Binyamin, the brothers imme-
diately blurt out: we are getting our due 
for selling Yosef. They have been waiting 
for calamity to befall them, knowing it will 
surely come. But of course, they mean this 
is G-d meting out a form of punishment to 
them. When really, it is Yosef who is manip-
ulating them. So, it isn’t G-d, it’s Yosef. Or is 
it? Maybe they are right. Yosef is repeatedly 
described as successful in Egypt; in Poti-
phar’s home, in the jail, and now as number 
2 in the land.  He is efficient and definitive. 
Yet, here, he is capricious; puts them all in 
jail, says they should all remain in jail and 
one return, then changes his mind, one 
stay in jail, all return. Either Yosef is beside 
himself and winging it, not really knowing 
what to do.  Or maybe the brothers are not 
the only ones being manipulated. Maybe 
Yosef too is a puppet in the Divine Hands – 
he makes a move, and He puts into his head 
something different. In order to bring the 
Jews to Egypt.

6th Aliya (43:16-29) The brothers 
receive a royal welcome from 
Yosef upon their return with Bin-

yamin. They apologize for the money they 
found in their grain sacks. Yosef tells them 
not to worry for their G-d has given them a 
gift. The brothers are treated to a fine din-
ner. Yosef inquires of their father and sees 
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Binyamin.
Binyamin is Yosef’s brother, the only 

other born from Rachel. Binyamin was 
very young when Yosef was sold. This is 22 
years later. Yosef would not recognize Bin-
yamin. The aliya ends on a pregnant note 
– he sees Binyamin – and then what? The 
next aliya begins with Yosef crying. Yosef 
does a lot of crying in the story. At the same 
time, for the brothers, they swing up and 
down. Nervous as to how he will react.  
Relieved at the banquet he serves them.  
But then crashing down when in the next 
aliya the goblet is planted with Binyamin.

7th Aliya (43:30-44:17) Yosef sits 
the brothers in the order of their 
birth. They are surprised. Their 

sacks are packed with grain, their money 
returned. And Yosef’s goblet planted in the 
sack of Binyamin. No sooner had they left, 
Yosef orders the guards to pursue. The gob-
let is found in the sack of Binyamin.  They 
return to Yosef. Yehuda offers that they all 
stay as slaves. Yosef demurs; the thief alone 
shall be a slave. The rest of you return 
home in peace to your father.

The swings of fortune of the brothers is 

dramatic. Accused of being spies, yet their 
money returned with their grain. Treated 
royally upon their return, money again 
returned with their grain. Yet, accused of 
theft. And the stage is set for an even more 
dramatic swing: Yosef finally revealing 
himself to them. 

SHABBAT CHANUKAH 
HAFTORAH  

ZECHARIA 2:14 - 4:7

The special haftorah for Chanukah 
contains the glorious vision of the golden 
Temple Menorah.

This hafotrah’s unique message was 
prophesied by Zechariah in close proximity 
to the building of the second Beit Hamik-
dash. Within this context this exquisite 
passage from the Prophets describes the 
exuberant joy that will prevail when Hash-
em’s presence returns to Yerushalayim.

Hashem, in Zechariah’s prophecy, 
proceeds to articulate the great reward 
awaiting Joshua, the first Kohen Gadol to 
serve in the second Beit Hamikdash, if he 
and his descendants follow the ways of the 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

As we light the Chanukah candles a question arises. Why did the Rabbis institute the blessing: 
להדליק נר של חנוכה
“To light the Chanukah light” in the singular and not “Chanukah lights” in the plural?
Past the first night, we are lighting more than one candle.
Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Hacohen Kook (1865-1935) answers that many lights shine in our nation: the lights 

of Torah, of joy, of kindness and of courage. We perceive all these lights as distinctive. Often this distinction 
between the different lights leads to quarrels. A person drawn to one light believes another person’s prefer-
ence to another, causes his light to be diminished.

When disagreements within the Jewish people exist, holiness is pushed away in our world. To ensure peace 
and harmony amongst us, it needs to be recognized that all the different, individual lights within our people, 
are really encapsulating only one single light. Therefore, on every night of Chanukah, the blessing is on the 
“Chanukah Light” and not “Chanukah Lights”. This is the message of Chanukah, to embrace the strength of 
our unity against the common threat. Shabbat Shalom
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No mitzvot are counted from Mikeitz. One of 17 
sedras without mitzvot.

MITZVOT

STATS

10th of 54 sedras; 10th of 12 in B’reishit; 
Written on 254.6 lines, ranks 6th.
Mikeitz is a one Parsha P’tucha (open)(the longest 
parsha in the whole Torah)
Contrast this parsha’s 2022 words with the shortest 
parshiyot with 2 words
146 p’sukim - rank: 8th (5th in B’reishit) tied with 
B’reishit (the sedra) 
2022 words - ranks 3rd (2nd) 
7914 letters - ranks 2nd (first) 
Mikeitz’s p’sukim are unusually long for a big sedra. 
That’s why it is so high in the rankings for words and 
letters. On the other hand, with no parsha breaks, 
the “number of lines rank” drops a bit. 
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Torah. The reward will be: “Behold! I will 
bring My Servant, the Shoot.” This is an 
allusion to the Mashiach, the ‘shoot’, the 
descendant of David.

Zecharia then powerfully witnesses in 
his mind’s eye a golden seven-branched 
Menorah. An angel offers an explanation 
of the vision: “This is the word of the Lord 
to Zerubbavel - ‘Not by force and not by 
physical might, by my spirit,” says the Lord 
of Hosts.” 

With these words the navi conveys a 
message of hope and the promise that the 
redemption will surely arrive. The light off 
the Menorah is a symbol of God’s shechina, 
His holy presence, that will soon be mani-
fest in the land of Israel and will ultimately 
be visible for all humanity to behold. May 
that day come soon! 

Mazal Tov to 
Adina & Danny Karp and family  

on the Bar Mitzva of their son, Yehuda Moshe
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

The Power  
of Beginnings

You could easily miss it on the calendar, if 
you don’t pay enough attention….

Ten days from this Shabbat a fast day will 
be observed, one of five such days instituted 
by the rabbis in remembrance of specific 
tragedies in Jewish History.

The occasion will be Assara B’Tevet, the 
Tenth day of Tevet. On this day, in the year 
3336, the armies of the Babylonian emperor, 
Nebuchadnezzar, laid siege to the city of 
Yerushalayim. Over two years later, the walls 
of the city were breached, and on the ninth 
of Av, 3338, the First Temple was destroyed.

As a fast day, however, Assara B’Tevet, 
suffers from its own isolation. The other rab-
binic fast days are not so easily overlooked, 
due to their surrounding contexts. Shiva 
Assar B’Tamuz and Tisha B’Av, the two other 
fast days most clearly connected to one or 
both of the Temples’ destruction, are inter-
twined in an overall calendar structure of 

mourning. Ta’anit Esther clearly connects to 
the Festival of Purim, while Tzom Gedalia is 
observed on the day after Rosh HaShana, in 
the midst of Asseret Y’mai Teshuva, the Ten 
Days of Penitence. Only Assara B’Tevet stands 
alone; tucked away on the calendar, a num-
ber of days following Chanuka.

And yet, there is a unique strength 
granted to Assara B’Tevet that is not granted 
to any of the other rabbinic fast days. No 
matter when this fast day falls, its observance 
cannot be delayed. 

As a rule, rabbinic fast days may not be 
observed on Shabbat. They are, instead, 
pushed off to the next day.  According to 
some authorities, however, if Assara B’Tevet 
were to fall on Shabbat [it cannot, because of 
the way our fixed calendar is structured] it 
would be observed on Shabbat. In fact, the 
Geonim testify to the fact that, before the cal-
endar was fixed, Assara B’Tevet was observed 
on Shabbat. Furthermore, our calendar is 
deliberately structured so that rabbinic fast 
days do not fall on Friday, in order to avoid 
our entry into Shabbat while fasting. There 
is, however, one exception-Assara B’Tevet. 
Assara B’Tevet can, and does, fall on Friday. 
And, when it does, we fast on Friday.

The rabbis trace the time-bound obser-
vance of Assara B’Tevet to a mournful Divine 
directive delivered to the prophet Yechezkhel 
concerning this date: 

“Son of Man, write for yourself the 
name of this day; et etzem hayom hazeh, this 

MAZEL TOV to 
Ari and Rivka Singer  

on the birth of Hallel Miriam
Granddaughter to Sara & David Bedein  
and to Avraham & Malka Shrybman

Sister to Naveh Nahum, Elroee Binyamin,  
Shiree Devorah, Yishei Zvi Hevron



OU ISRAEL CENTER         13

very day; the king of Babylon has reached 
Yerushalayim b’etzem hayom hazeh, on this 
very day.” 

The striking phrase, b’etzem hayom hazeh, 
is also used repeatedly by the Torah in its dis-
cussion of the biblical fast of Yom Kippur. The 
rabbis, therefore, derive the principle that, 
just as Yom Kippur must be observed on its 
specific date, so, too, Assara B’Tevet should be 
observed on its specific date.

Perhaps, however, an additional, broader, 
explanation for the time-bound observance 
of Assara B’Tevet can be proposed. Perhaps 
this fast day must always be observed on the 
exact anniversary of its origins, in testament 
to the critical character of “beginnings.” 

Assara B’Tevet marked the first step in a 
cascading series of calamities, culminating 
in our national exile to Babylon. As such, the 
occasion must clearly be marked each year 
on the day of its initial occurrence. The ability 
to discern the advent of first steps along any 
life-path, for better or for worse, is critical to 
our success in all areas of life.

Not all beginnings are as dramatic as the 
events commemorated by Assara B’Tevet. 
Often the first step down a particular life path 
can be innocuous, a step taken without recog-
nition of where the path might lead; without 

even realizing that we have embarked upon 
a “path.” And yet, later, in hindsight, we rec-
ognize the seemingly insignificant words or 
deeds that launched us in a particular direc-
tion…and, we wish, in retrospect, that we 
would have noted the significance of those 
words and acts at the time.

Every fast day on our calendar is meant 
to move us to Teshuva, to the process of bet-
tering our lives. In this vein, perhaps Assara 
B’Tevet is uniquely designed to sensitize us 
to our first steps as we take them-to be cogni-
zant of them before it’s too late. In this way, 
we can decide on the nature of the paths 
upon which we embark, in time to determine 
whether or not we truly wish to proceed. 

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press 
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and 
“Unlocking the Haggada."
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In loving memory of 
Miriam Korenstein a"h

מרים בת שמואל יעקוב ע"ה
on her 6th yahrzeit ה' טבת תשפ"ב

and Manfred Korenstein z"l
משה ניסן בן יצחק ז''ל

whose 22nd yahrzeit was on - י"ח 
מרחשון תשפ"ב

Both greatly missed by their family and all who knew them.
May the learning from this issue of TT be לעלוי נשמותיהם
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Appearance 
and Reality

After twenty-two years and many twists 
and turns, Joseph and his brothers finally 
meet. We sense the drama of the moment. 
The last time they had been together, the 
brothers planned to kill Joseph and eventu-
ally sold him as a slave. One of the reasons 
they did so is that they were angry at his 
reports about his dreams; he had twice 
dreamed that his brothers would bow down 
to him. To them that sounded like hubris, 
excessive confidence, and conceit.

Hubris is usually punished by nemesis 
and so it was in Joseph’s case. Far from being 
a ruler, his brothers turned him into a slave. 
Now unexpectedly, in this week’s parsha, 
the dreams become reality. The brothers 
do bow down to him, “their faces to the 
ground” (Gen. 42:6). It may feel as though 
the story has reached its end. Instead it turns 

out to be only the beginning of another story 
altogether, a tale of sin, repentance and 
forgiveness. Biblical stories tend to defy nar-
rative conventions.

The reason, though, that the story does 
not end with the brothers’ meeting is that 
only one person present at the scene, Joseph 
himself, knows that it is a reunion. “As soon 
as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognised 
them, but he pretended to be a stranger and 
spoke harshly to them … Joseph recognised 
his brothers, but they did not recognise him.” 
(Gen. 42:7-8)

There were many reasons they did not 
recognise him. Many years had passed. 
They did not know he was in Egypt. They 
believed he was still a slave, whereas this 
man was a viceroy. Besides which, he looked 
like an Egyptian, spoke Egyptian, and had 
an Egyptian name, Tsofnat Paaneach. Most 
importantly, though, he was wearing the 
uniform of an Egyptian of high rank. That 
had been the sign of Joseph’s elevation at 
the hand of Pharaoh when he interpreted 
his dreams:

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I hereby 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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put you in charge of the whole land of 
Egypt.’ Then Pharaoh took his signet ring 
from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. 
He dressed him in robes of fine linen and 
put a gold chain round his neck.  He made 
him ride in a chariot as his second-in-com-
mand, and people shouted before him, 
“Make way.” Thus he put him in charge of 
the whole land of Egypt. (Gen. 41:41-43)

We know from Egyptian wall paintings 
and from archaeological discoveries like 
Tutankhamen’s tomb, how stylised and 
elaborate were Egyptian robes of office. 
Different ranks wore different clothes. 
Early Pharaohs had two headdresses, a 
white one to mark the fact that they were 
kings of upper Egypt, and a red one to signal 
that they were kings of lower Egypt. Like all 
uniforms, clothes told a story, or as we say 
nowadays, “made a statement.” They pro-
claimed a person’s status. Someone dressed 
like this Egyptian before whom the brothers 
had just bowed could not possibly be their 
long-lost brother Joseph. Except that he was.

This seems like a minor matter. I want in 
this essay to argue the opposite. It turns out 
to be a very major matter indeed. The first 
thing we need to note is that the Torah as a 
whole, and Genesis in particular, has a way 
of focusing our attention on a major theme: 

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+
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it presents us with recurring episodes. Rob-
ert Alter calls them “type scenes.” There is, 
for example, the theme of sibling rivalry 
that appears four times in Genesis: Cain and 
Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau and 
Joseph and his brothers. There is the theme 
that occurs three times of the patriarch 
forced to leave home because of famine, 
and then realising that he will have to ask 
his wife to pretend she is his sister for fear 
that he will be murdered. And there is the 
theme of finding-future-wife-at-well, which 
also occurs three times: Rebecca, Rachel and 
(early in the book of Exodus) Jethro’s daugh-
ter Zipporah.

The encounter between Joseph and his 
brothers is the fifth in a series of stories in 
which clothes play a key role. The first is 
Jacob who dresses in Esau’s clothes while 
bringing his father a meal so that he can 
take his brother’s blessing in disguise. Sec-
ond is Joseph’s finely embroidered robe or 
“coat of many colours,” which the brothers 
bring back to their father stained in blood, 
saying that a wild animal must have seized 
him. Third is the story of Tamar taking off 
her widow’s dress, covering herself with a 
veil, and making herself look as if she were 
a prostitute. Fourth is the robe Joseph leaves 
in the hands of Potiphar’s wife while escap-
ing her attempt to seduce him. The fifth is 
the one in today’s parsha in which Pharaoh 
dresses Joseph as a high-ranking Egyptian, 
with clothes of linen, a gold chain, and the 
royal signet ring.

What all five cases have in common is 
that they facilitate deception. In each case, 
they bring about a situation in which things 
are not as they seem. Jacob wears Esau’s 
clothes because he is worried that his blind 
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father will feel him and realise that the 
smooth skin does not belong to Esau but to 
his younger brother. In the end it is not only 
the texture but also the smell of the clothes 
that deceives Isaac: “Ah, the smell of my 
son is like the smell of a field the Lord has 
blessed.” (Gen. 27:27)

Joseph’s stained robe was produced by 
the brothers to conceal the fact that they 
were responsible for Joseph’s disappear-
ance. Jacob “recognised it and said, “It is my 
son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him. 
Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” (Gen. 
37:33)

Tamar’s façade as a veiled prostitute 
was intended to deceive Judah into sleeping 
with her since she wanted to have a child to 
“raise up the name” of her dead husband Er. 
Potiphar’s wife used the evidence of Joseph’s 
torn robe to substantiate her claim that he 
had tried to rape her, a crime of which he 
was wholly innocent. Lastly, Joseph used the 
fact that his brothers did not recognise him 
to set in motion a series of staged events to 
test whether they were still capable of sell-
ing a brother as a slave or whether they had 
changed.

So the five stories about garments tell a 
single story: things are not necessarily as they 
seem. Appearances deceive. It is therefore 
with a frisson of discovery that we realise 
that the Hebrew word for garment, b-g-d, is 
also the Hebrew word for “betrayal,” as in 
the confession formula, Ashamnu, bagadnu, 
“We have been guilty, we have betrayed.”

Is this a mere literary conceit, a way of 
linking a series of otherwise unconnected 
stories? Or is there something more funda-
mental at stake?

It was the nineteenth century Jewish 
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built, 4 bedrooms, 3 bath, 110 sqm private landscaped 
garden, beautiful views, all furnished, 2 parking spots.  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
New building, German Colony, boutique building 
of 4 apartments, garden apartment 240 sqm built + 
100 sqm private garden, parking, storage, all new!  
MAYA – 054-6650184
Amazing new penthouse, with Old City views! 
Close to Baka Model apartment fully furnished, all new,  
191 sqm on one level, 5 bedrooms, 4 en suite, 30 sqm Sukkah 
balcony, 12 sqm storage room. Parking and Shabbat elevator.  
MAYA – 054-6650184
Designed Model apartment in a luxurious residence in 
Talbieh with doorman 24/7, 150 sqm penthouse, furnished, 
architectural design with 15 sqm Sukkah balcony. Ready to 
move in. MAYA – 054-6650184
Beautifully renovated penthouse on Mekor Hayim-  
200 sqm on one level, succah terraces of 100 sqm, views, 3 
parking spots, storage, attractive price!! MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!
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first two Kings. Saul looked like royalty. He 
was “head and shoulders above” everyone 
else (1 Sam. 9:2). He was tall. He had pres-
ence. He had the bearing of a King. But he 
lacked self-confidence. He followed the peo-
ple rather than leading them. Samuel had 
to rebuke him with the words, “You may be 
small in your own eyes but you are Head of 
the Tribes of Israel.” Appearance and real-
ity were opposites. Saul had physical but not 
moral stature.

The contrast with David was total. When 
God told Samuel to go to the family of Yishai 
to find Israel’s next King, no one even 
thought of David, the youngest and short-
est of the family. Samuel’s first instinct was 
to choose Eliav who, like Saul, looked the 
part. But God told him, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected 
him. The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward 
appearance but the Lord looks at the heart” 
(1 Samuel 16:7).

Only when we have read all these sto-
ries are we able to return to the first story 
of all in which clothes play a part: the story 
of Adam and Eve and the forbidden fruit, 
after eating which they see they are naked. 
They are ashamed and they make clothes 
for themselves. That is a story for another 

historian Heinrich Graetz who pointed out 
a fundamental difference between other 
ancient cultures and Judaism: 

“The pagan perceives the Divine in 
nature through the medium of the eye, and 
he becomes conscious of it as something 
to be looked at. On the other hand, to the 
Jew who conceives God as being outside 
of nature and prior to it, the Divine mani-
fests itself through the will and through the 
medium of the ear . . . The pagan beholds his 
god, the Jew hears Him; that is, apprehends 
His will.”

In the twentieth century, literary theorist 
Erich Auerbach contrasted the literary style 
of Homer with that of the Hebrew Bible. In 
Homer’s prose we see the play of light on 
surfaces. The Odyssey and The Iliad are full 
of visual descriptions. By contrast, biblical 
narrative has very few such descriptions. 
We do not know how tall Abraham was, the 
colour of Miriam’s hair, or anything about 
Moses’ appearance. Visual details are min-
imal, and are present only when necessary 
to understand what follows. We are told for 
example that Joseph was good-looking (Gen. 
39:6) only to explain why Potiphar’s wife 
desired him.

The key to the five stories occurs later on 
in Tanach, in the biblical account of Israel’s 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001
Now also seeing patients at the

  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

Zvi Lapian’s acclaimed Pesach Program 
invites you to celebrate with your family  

in the Judean Mountains!

Neve Ilan Hotel – recently upgraded  
172-room hotel surrounded by nature  

in the majestic Harei Yerushalayim,   
just 20 minutes from Jerusalem. 

Scholars in Residence  
Shiurim in English & Hebrew

Full children’s program
Facilities & entertainment for all the family

Full board on Chag & Shabbat  
and half board during Chol Hamoed

Kashrut Rabbanut Mehadrin Mateh Yehuda  
& Shmitta L’Chumra

We’re back for 

Pesach 2022 
in a great new location! 

zvilapian@gmail.com • www.zvilapian.com 
• Tel. +972-54-740-6389 • 

Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428 • US: 1-800-376-1803

Scholar in Residence

occasion but its theme should now be clear. 
It is about eyes and ears, seeing and listen-
ing. Adam and Eve’s sin had little to do with 
fruit, or sex, and everything to do with the 
fact that they let what they saw override 
what they had heard.

“Joseph recognised his brothers, but they 
did not recognise him.” The reason they did 
not recognise him is that, from the start, 
they allowed their feelings to be guided by 
what they saw, the “coat of many colours” 
that inflamed their envy of their younger 
brother. Judge by appearances and you will 
miss the deeper truth about situations and 
people. You will even miss God Himself, for 
God cannot be seen, only heard. That is why 
the primary imperative in Judaism is Shema 
Yisrael, “Listen, O Israel,” and why, when we 
say the first line of the Shema, we place our 
hand over our eyes so that we cannot see.

Appearances deceive. Clothes betray. 
Deeper understanding, whether of God or 
of human beings, cannot come from appear-
ances. In order to choose between right and 
wrong, between good and bad – in order to 
live the moral life – we must make sure not 
only to look, but also to listen. 

FOR SALE - ONE-BEDROOM APT
Kikar Davidka, Light, airy, view,  

11th floor, Shabbat elevator,  
NIS 1.88 million

Call 02-627-2096
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Wonderful garden home on Yair Street - Pastoral living,
close to everything!

3 levels of living space includes: 3 bedrooms plus study ,3
full baths

Parking and storage ,Lovely 22 meter patio off of kitchen
Beautiful deck plus garden off of living room.

Light and bright and a perfect family home!

FOR SALE
BAKA 

Alex Losky Ltd.   www.losky.co.il
02 6235595

Lori: 054-3060109     Lisa:052-2633816

 Price: 5,250,000nis

054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
- Leak Detection Systems
- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)
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:jokes hKids Hanukka 

 

What’s the best thing to put into the sufganiyot? 
Your teeth.                                                              

Which hand is best to light the menorah with? 
Neither, it’s best to light it with a candle. 

 

 

 

  Aminadav 11, Abu Tor  
Spacious, charming, unique and rare 

 3 room apartment. 3rd floor with elevator 
Facing a spectacular view of the Old City, 

storage, private parking NIS 3,500,000  
Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

 

 
Moshav Ramat Raziel Estate 

Magnificent Jerusalem Mountain View  
8 Dunam, Terraced Gardens, House , 

Stables, Tourism and Agriculture. 
NIS 14,000,000  

Nelly  Ephrati Artom- 052-476-4356  

 City Center/ Nachlaot Penthouse  
Amazing views inc. Temple Mount. 4 rms, 
120 sqm, 2 baths, Succah balcony, hi-end 
finishes, U/F heat, AC, Curtain-windows 

Parking, Shabbat elevator. NIS 5,850,000 
Orna Even- 054-621-6069 

 
Ha'Ayin Chet, Musrara 

Garden Apartment. Arab Style with gallery, 
High ceilings and Cistern.  

Approx 150 sqm.100 sqm Garden 
NIS 5,700,000  

Nelly Ephrati Artom- 052-476-4356  
 
 

 

 

  
Hashagrir argov 2, Arnona 

A spectacular, meticulous penthouse. 
Designed and finished to the highest 

standards, 5 rooms, master suite, spacious 
balcony, shabbat elevator. NIS 4,900,000 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 
 

 

 

 
Yehuda 7, Baka 

Old Arab garden home Masterpiece.  
4- rooms + 300 sqm garden. Original 

arched doors + windows. Renovated and 
restored. Sale 9,800,000 NIS /Rent 15,000 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 
 

 
 French Hill 

Investment opportunity. Renovated and 
large, 4 room family apartment. 

Shabbat elevator, storage, great location. 
Will be sold fast! NIS 2,180,000. 

Nelly Ephrati Artom- 052-476-4356  
 

 
Holyland, Penthouse 

Highest penthouse in Jerusalem- 30+31st 
floors. 230 +70 SQM, 6 rooms.  

Spectacular panoramic views of Jerusalem. 
Architecturally designed. NIS 12,000,000  

Yosef Stiegman- 052-570-1159 

 
Tekoa Street, Nachlaot 

In the heart of classic Nachlaot, 76 sqm 
duplex apartment, 3 rooms, 1.5 bathrooms, 

full of light, large family room . 36 sqm 
rooftop terrace+ views. NIS 2,300,000  

Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one click away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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[Although this Shabbat is also Rosh Cho-
desh Tevet, the haftarah’s theme connects 
to the holiday of Chanukah for, as we have 
noted in earlier articles, the haftarah read-
ing is meant to tie into the Maftir reading.] 

The navi Zecharya spread the word of 
Hashem to the returnees from the Babylo-
nian exile at the beginning of the Second 
Commonwealth. He, together with his 
contemporary Chaggai, shared words of 
encouragement to the newly returned 
exiles who faced the challenge of resusci-
tating the Jewish community that had been 
gone for fifty years.  Both prophets encour-
aged these “chalutzim” to rebuild the Beit 
Hamikdash and return to G-d, an important 
message to those who made the long trek 
back to Jerusalem only to find their Temple 
in ruins and their beloved city, decimated. 
It was certainly understandable, that such 
a community felt incapable of conquering 
the challenges that now faced them and 
needed the reassurance and inspiration 
that the nevi’im would give them. 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

In today’s haftarah (one also read for 
Parashat B’ha’a lot’cha) Zecharya envisages 
a glorious future for the nation when G-d 
would return to dwell in the Holy City once 
more.  Referring to the returning exiles as 
an “ud mutzal me’esh”, a firebrand that 
had barely escaped the destructive flames, 
Hashem’s angel, in the prophet’s vision, 
admonishes the Satan for his attempts 
to prosecute their holy Kohen Gadol, 
Yehoshua, and, by extension, the people 
themselves.   The navi goes on to describe 
his vision of G-d removing the soiled gar-
ments of the High Priest and dressing him 
in clean attire, symbolic of the purification 
of the entire nation and the removal of any 
sin.  

Zecharya also addresses the politi-
cal leader of the returnees, Zerubavel, a 
descendant of the Judean royal family, by 
describing the vision of the Menorah and 
sharing Hashem’s explanation of its sym-
bolism: “Lo v’chayil v’lo vcho’ach-ki im 
b’ruchi”, Israel’s success in rebuilding their 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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054-723-3863  

Jerusalem Real Estate is my Business
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. 

Call for more info

Fantastic turn key apartment in OLD KATAMON, 
beautifully renovated, 3 bed 2 bath, storage and 
parking. 4,800,000 NIS.

Luxurious penthouse for sale in TALBIYA, over 
300 sqm with private elevator and parking. 
Please call for more info.

Brand new penthouse of 150 sqm on one floor 
with a large 150 sqm terrace in BAKA. Includes 
parking and shabbat elevator estimated 
completion 2023.  8,600,000 NIS 

Magical garden apt for sale in BAKA, 229 sqm 
built cottage with 300 sqm of registered garden. 
Please call for more info.

Magnificent penthouse of 191 sqm on one floor, 
30 sqm terrace, amazing views of the old city 
and beyond. ARNONA AREA CLOSE TO BAKA. 
Ready to move in. Call for more info

In the heart of BAKA, 140 sqm duplex. Great 
views, elevator and shared parking. 
PRICE 4,400,000 NIS !!!!!

Fantastic finished luxury building with 
underground parking, shabbat elevator and 
sukka terrace 100 sqm available and larger 
apartments available in heart of TALBIYA. Call 
for more info

New project going up in OLD KATAMON; apts 
from 60 sqm to 200 sqm are available.  New 
construction.  CALL RACHEL : 0525466425

130 sqm Duplex Cottage In ARNONA. For 
Renovation. Asking 3,800,000 NIS. 
CALL RACHEL : 0525466425

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

Eta 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il 
Rachel: 052-546-6425

lives, their city and their Temple does not 
depend upon physical strength or material 
wealth but rather on G-d’s spirit. The mes-
sage given to the small and impoverished 
Jewish community would spur them to 
overcome the adversities and succeed in 
their undertakings.

The connection of this haftarah to the 
holiday of Chanukah would appear to be 
quite obvious.  Certainly, the vision of the 
seven branched Menorah connects power-
fully to the very symbol of the holiday, the 
nine-branched Chanukiya.  But far more 
significant is the message left for that gen-
eration: that overcoming the obstacles and 
meeting the challenges depend upon the 
strength of spirit, something that is also a 
basic theme of Chanuka and a lesson from 
the struggle of the Maccabees as well.

We look back upon the struggles that 
our State has faced over the past 73+ years 
and we should draw inspiration from the 
message of our haftarah and of Chanukah.  
As we have seen so often, the prophets of 
the past still speak to us today.  

We need only to listen. 

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Marsha

נפתלי הרץ בת סינה רייזל

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Strength 
to Fulfill 
Responsibility

As Yehuda pleads with his father Yaa-
kov to allow him to bring Binyamin to 
Mitzrayim, pursuant to the request of the 
authorities in Egypt (Yosef), Yehuda states: 
“I will guarantee him; from my hand you can 
demand him. If I do not bring him to you and 
stand him up before you, I will have sinned 
against you forever.” (Bereshis 43:9).  

Yehuda seems to take upon himself 
an obligation that is beyond his control.  
Yehuda guarantees that he will return with 
Binyamin, notwithstanding that he was not 
certain he could deliver upon such a prom-
ise.  In the sefer L’hisaneg, it is suggested that 
one’s inner strength comes to light during 
dangerous and challenging experiences.  
Yehuda undertook to ensure Binyamin’s 
safety believing that by committing himself 
to doing so, would require that he go the 
extra mile to fulfill his responsibility. 

The Ramban utilizes a similar explana-
tion as to why Yaakov demanded that Yosef 

promise that he would bury Yaakov in Israel 
at Me’aras Hamachpeila (Bereshis 47:31).  
Did Yaakov lack trust in Yosef’s word that 
he required that Yosef swear to abide by his 
request?  The Ramban explains that Yaakov 
feared that Pharaoh may prevent Yosef from 
burying Yaakov in Israel.  As the father of 
the viceroy, he may demand that Yaakov 
be buried in Egypt.  By requiring that Yosef 
swear to abide by Yaakov’s request, pro-
vided Yosef with increased responsibility 
to adhere to Yaakov’s request, even if it 
required pleading with Pharaoh.  When one 
takes upon oneself a formal responsibility it 
strengthens their commitment to fulfill their 
undertaking. 

In the Sefer L’ovdecha Bemes, it is told 
that Rav Chaim Shmulevitz (Rosh Yeshiva 
of Mir), purposely established chavrusos 
throughout the day as he felt it gave him an 
added responsibility toward his charuvsa to 
be present in the Beis Medrash.  This is a tre-
mendous Talmid Chacham who had a love 
for Torah, and yet he took steps to ensure 
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that he would fulfill his commitment. All 
the more so, we have to take upon ourselves 
responsibility and commitments so that we 
fulfill our obligations. 

As the statement goes – “if you want 
something done, give it to the busiest per-
son in the room.”  Although, we are all busy 
with our personal and professional lives, we 
should make sure to take upon ourselves set 
time to engage in Torah study, the perfor-
mance of chesed and be active in communal 
matters such as shul and school boards and 
committees.  By one taking on added respon-
sibility, strengthens their ability to fulfil 
their commitment. It worked for Yehuda 
as he confronts Yosef in next week’s parsha 
to fulfill his commitment to his father.  May 
we find that inner strength to first take upon 
ourselves positive commitments and then to 
be able to fulfil those obligations! 

Rosh Kollel
Rabbi Dr. Alan Kimche
Founding Rabbi of the Ner Yisrael Community in Hendon, UK

Kollel Boker
SHIURIM IN ENGLISH
GEMARA, RAMBAM, HALACHA & MORE
Mondays & Thursdays 
from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
at Hovevei Zion
Hazvi Yisrael Synagogue, 
14 Hovevei Street, Jerusalem

Commencing Monday December 13

Enlighten your mornings at

For more information email Kollelkimche@gmail.com

To arrange a private showing 054-440-8872

uxurious L iving L
i n  M a a l e  A d u m i m

private elevator
swimming pool
14 rooms
never been lived in
amazing interior design
highest standard of details
fabulous views
Your New Address

Hagilgal

Fine Homes & Luxury Properties
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Gigantic 
Gratitude

When we think about Chanukah, do 
we look at the trees or at the forest? Cha-
nukah is replete with so many details that 
can consume our attention, lighting the 
menorah, playing dreidel, eating latkes, 
enjoying different flavored sufganiyot 
and special family time. However, in our 
preoccupation with the particulars, we 
can all too often forget the main motif of 
the chag. Chazal (Mesechet Shabbat 21b) 
notes that a year after the miracle trans-
pired, the Rabbis instituted a holiday to 
give thanks to and praise Hashem. Rav 
Kotler in Mishnas Rav Aron remarks that 
this is the most spiritual of all holidays as 
the entire focus is the expression of grat-
itude to Hashem.

The text that we say after lighting, 
hanerot hallalu, clearly states “anu mad-
likim ...kedei lehodot ulahalel”, we light 
to commemorate the miracles … to give 
thanks to Hashem for His salvation and 
His wonders. To contemporize a mashal of 
the Mussar masters, imagine giving a list 
of items to buy in Target to a friend who 
is traveling to the States for a short visit. 
When the friend returns, you inquire, 
“Did you remember the list?”  The friend 
responds, “Oh, yes! In fact, I read the list 

every day of the trip!”  When you ask, “So 
where are the items?” They say, “You mean 
we were supposed to buy the items on the 
list? We thought it was enough to just read 
the list!”  Similarly, if we simply read the 
words of hanerot hallalu without declar-
ing our thanks to Hashem we are equally 
deficient. The Rambam writes that we give 
thanks to Hashem by expressing gratitude 
for the miracle of the oil and through that 
we give thanks for all the miracles that 
Hashem has done for us. Many people 
have the custom to say specific chapters of 
Tehillim, including the last verse of chap-
ter 90, chapters 91 (some even say this 7 
times), 30, 67,33, and 133. Saying these per-
akim affords us the opportunity to pause 
and reflect on the many things we must be 
grateful for. Doing so elevates and deepens 
the experience as opposed to simply light-
ing the candles and moving on to the food 
and other activities.

Rav Meizlish in Sichot B’avodat Hashem 
explains that expressing gratitude to 
Hashem is one of the most powerful tools 
we have. Articulating our thanks facili-
tates a tremendous et ratzon, a time of 
Divine favor in heaven, and thus one can 
ask for whatever he/she needs at that very 
moment. Likewise, Rav Meizlish notes, 
the brachah of Sim Shalom (and birkat 
Kohanim) follows immediately after Modim 
which unlocks the greatest gifts in sha-
mayim. The Ba’al Hatanya says our posture 
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of bowing in Modim depicts this concept. 
How so? Although bowing clearly is an 
expression of humility and dependence on 
Hashem, it can also represent a symbolic 
gesture of bringing down Heavenly abun-
dance to the world below.

Indeed, the candles we light are small 
flames, not big bonfires, to remind us 
to focus on the ‘trivial’ things as well. 
It is appropriate to sit near the candles 
during this time of Divine favor and thank 
Hashem for the big and small things that 
He has graciously and majestically given 
us in our lives. After one expresses his sin-
cere thanks, he can use the time to daven, 
beseeching Hashem for all his needs. 

This perspective can be extended to 
all the days of Chanukah; invest time and 
effort in saying Hallel and Al Hanissim 
with great fervor and passion, spend the 

Live in JerusaLem, study in engLish 
Cutting-Edge Academia in a Serious Torah Environment
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▶ 3-year degree taught fully in English 
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the internationaL Program

▶ Thousands of JCT graduates are employed by the biggest names in high-tech, 
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chag continually look for opportunities to 
express gratitude to Hashem and acknowl-
edge the great chesed we experience all day, 
every day, all year long. 
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Shabbos 
Chanukah: 
With a Kiss

As the Rav of Brisk and later in the holy 
city of  Yerushalayim, Rav Yehoshua Leib 
Diskin, known as the “Maharil”, zt’l, was 
known as a fiery gaon in Torah and man 
of great chesed. In 1881, after years of fos-
tering needy children, and in the face of 
great suffering and poverty, the Maharil 
and his family opened an orphanage in 
the Old City.

When his son, Rav Yitchak Yeruchem 
assumed leadership of the orphanage there 
was a group of young orphan girls there, 
who for a short period had been lovingly 
cared for in Rav Yitzchak and the Rebbetz-
in’s own home. Rav Yitzchak Yeruchem 
noticed that every night one of the little 
girls would cry after her bath and asked his 
wife what the reason might be. “Maybe she 
is cold?” the Rav gently suggested. Pausing 
to consider, the Rebbetzin replied, “I’m not 
sure; I do wrap her well as soon as she is out 
of the water...” “Perhaps the soap irritates 
her eyes?” guessed the Rav. “I don’t think 
so, I am very careful to not get soap in her 
eyes when washing her face and hair….”

That evening, while tucking the chil-
dren in and saying the Shema with them, 

Rav Yitzchak Yeruchem sat down next to 
the girl’s bed. Softly, he asked her, “Darling 
child, is there something that makes you 
uncomfortable or upsets you after your 
bath? Is there something that we can do 
better?”

With sadness in her eyes, the child 
assured the Rav that she felt loved and was 
well taken care of. “And on the contrary!” 
she said, “the Rebbetzin is so kind and gen-
tle, and washes me even better than my 
mother used to.” Her voice trembling, she 
continued, “But after taking me out and 
wrapping me in a towel, my mother would 
always kiss me on the head... And it is her 
kiss that I miss so much.”

During the special days of Chanukah, 
much of our attention is focused on the 
miraculous events surrounding the pach 
shemen, the lone flask of pure oil found 
in the Mikdash that burned for eight days 
and nights. Who is not moved by the pow-
erful, soul stirring imagery of a little bit 
of oil lighting up the darkness of exile. 
Our Sages state clearly that this miracle is 
the core reason and foundation of these 
wondrous days of hoda’ah and hallel, the 
celebration of Chag Urim, the Festival of 
Lights. (Gemara Shabbos, 21b).

Perhaps a bit lost in the shuffle is the 
other core reason for Chanukah: the brave 
Maccabean revolt and the astounding 
military victory of a handful of yeshivah 
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students and kohanim over the mighty 
Greeks. While in our liturgy we do mention 
the “deliverance of the many into the hands 
of the few”, many commentators have 
addressed the frequent seeming omission, 
in our thought and commemoration, of the 
miracle of our physical survival, and our 
strong emphasis on the victory of the spirit. 

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz, zt’l, Rosh 
Yeshivas Mir and author of Sichos Mus-
sar develops this question and expounds 
on the different categories of miracles 
and the underlying message they rep-
resent. The Maccabean military victory 
was a miracle of necessity: to ensure our 
survival in face of threat and existen-
tial harm. The Ribbono shel Olam had a 
‘duty’ to save us from physical annihila-
tion. However, the nes pach shemen, the 
miracle of the oil, is of a completely dif-
ferent nature. The Menorah had not been 
lit in the Bais haMikdash for some time, 
and Halacha explicitly states that טומאה 

 impure oil would have been ,הותרה בציבור
acceptable to be used under those circum-
stances. Any oil would have fulfilled the 
requirements, and our reconsecration of 
the Temple would still have been a cause 
for celebration and joy. Therefore, beyond 
ensuring our basic need of survival, the 
miracle of our finding shemen zayit zach, 
pure oil that lasted eight nights, was like a 
kiss from our loving Father in Heaven, an 
expression of love and connection above 
and beyond all concepts of  ‘duty’.

Rav Shmuel Silber, shlit’a, the inspiring 
Mara d’Asra of Yeshivas Toras Chaim of 
Suburban Baltimore, extends this concept 
further, and draws out a powerful mes-
sage relevant to our current parshios:

When Yosef is betrayed by his broth-
ers and eventually sold to a caravan of 
Yishmaelim, the Torah points out, with 
seemingly extraneous detail, who these 
merchants were. It says, “...a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, their 
camels bearing gum, balm, and ladanum 
to be taken to Egypt (Bereishis, 37:25).

Rashi explains the lesson in detailing 
the merchandise: להודיע מתן שכרן של צדיקים, 
“It is to teach us the reward of the righ-
teous.” Generally, these types of caravans 
carried naphtha and tar, which were 
foul-smelling. Through His hashgacha pra-
tis, a small ‘miracle’ was arranged by God 
for the benefit of Yosef so he would not 
suffer additional discomfort from noxious 
fumes. 

Rav Zeidel Epstein, zt’l, the sagacious 
Mashgiach Ruchani of Torah Ohr, pointed 
out that while Yosef was made to suffer 
terribly, and being surrounded by sweet 
smelling herbs and spices certainly did not 
make everything ‘all better’. Rather, the fra-
grance was an expression of Divine love, 
akin to a ‘kiss’ from Hashem, a sign to Yosef 
that he was not alone.

The first three letters of the name of 
Chanukah’s holy protagonist, Matisyahu 
Kohen Gadol, מתת, mean “gift”. The second 
half of his name is formed by three letters 
that spell one of Hashem’s names, י-ה-ו. 
Therefore, explains Rebbe Tzvi Elimelech 
of Dinov, the Bnei Yissaschar, even the 
name of Matisyahu was a sign to us: “a gift 
from Hashem”... 

A gift sealed with a kiss. 

For the refuah sheleimah b’karov of 
Yosef Raphael ben Yehudis 
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the five Chanukah miracles we recite in “Al 
Hanissim” during the festival. 

These are: “You delivered –

The strong into the hands of the weak;

The many into the hands of the few;

The impure into the hands of the pure;

The wicked into the hands of the righteous;

The arrogant into the hands of those 
engaged in the study of your Torah.”

Let us conclude with the observation that 
the opening expression of the Parsha is the 
term “Vayehi,” which our Rabbis tell us 
indicates bad tidings: Yosef in jail, Yaakov’s 
agony, the brothers’ remorse… But like 
the Chanukah story, there is, B”H, a happy 
ending. 

With Hashem’s blessing, and in the merit 
of this Shabbat Chanukah, may we look 
forward to overcoming our personal and 
national obstacles and that the light of Cha-
nukah will inspire us to great achievements 
in the days to come.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

In the Merit 
of Shabbat 
Chanukah
Parshat Miketz generally falls on Shabbat 
Chanukah. So let us search for connections 
between the Parsha and the Chag (with 
acknowledgements to the Ba’al “Atarot 
Hatorah”).

We begin with Pharaoh’s dreams in which 
he sees gaunt cows consuming robust cows 
and scorched stalks of grain swallowing 
healthy ears of grain. Does that not remind 
us of a story in which the “mighty were 
vanquished by the weak”?

Our Parsha opens with the proclamation 
that Pharaoh’s dreams occurred two years 
(to the day) that the king released the cup-
bearer and hanged his baker in consonance 
with Yosef’s predictions. “Two years” in 
Hebrew is שנתייים (Shenatayim). Each letter 
spells out a word in a sentence connected 
to Chanukah: .ששמאל ננר תתדליק יימין ממזוזה That is: 
‘On the left – put your candles; on the right 
the Mezuzah.’ Sound familiar?

When Yosef entertained his brothers, Bin-
yamin’s portion was “five hands” more than 
the portion of any of the brothers (Bereishit 
43:34). Surely this five fold blessing hints at 

Torah Tidbits apologizes for printing Men-
achem Persoff’s dvar Torah for parshat 
Vayishlach in place of parshat Vayeshev; 
the correct divrei Torah can be found in the 
online editions.
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The Chanukah miracle was a multi-lay-
ered phenomenon: The persevering oil 
which didn’t extinguish, signaled that, 
even in a post-prophetic era, Divine 
intervention still visited our nation. Cha-
nukah also marked the first time in our 
history that we faced anti-religious hos-
tility. For the first time we encountered 
violent efforts to suppress our religious 
beliefs and practices. Our courageous tri-
umph demonstrated that ideas cannot be 
defeated by weapons. This victory fore-
shadowed a two-thousand year struggle, 
during which we consistently outlasted 
tyrants bent upon crushing Judaism. 
Finally, the military triumph of Chanukah 
restored Jewish sovereignty for a final 
‘moment’ – two hundred years before we 
lost autonomy “for good”. It afforded a 
final taste of what Jewish sovereignty was 
meant to be. 

In addition to these milestones, Chanu-
kah was also an intellectual and cultural 
faceoff between Athens and Jerusalem. 
The Maharal casts Jewish history as an 
intellectual and moral battle against mor-
ally corrupting ideals posed by the great 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

empires. Four major empires descended 
upon earth to confront our people and our 
faith: Babylonia, Persia, Greece and Rome. 
Each empire, at some point, dominated 
civilization and threatened the overall 
moral and religious state of humanity. 
Each of these intimidating empires threat-
ened to contaminate the core of religious 
ideas. By grappling with these empires, 
the Jewish people defeated these fraud-
ulent ideas, thereby protecting human 
experience. Our military battle with the 
Seleucid Greeks, was also a faceoff against 
the dangerous doctrines of Athens. 

In truth, ancient Greece spurred 
major advances in numerous fields such 
as: science, math, philosophy, culture and 
politics.  There is hardly any sphere of 
modern civilization which Greece didn’t 
deeply impact; Greece can be referred to 
as the “first civilization”. 

In addition to these revolutions, the 
Greeks re-imagined the religious dogmas 
of the ancient world, breaking with archaic 
notions of paganism. No longer were gods 
physical statues, stars, or human-crafted 
images. The Greeks abstracted their gods 

The Intellectual Battle 
Between Athens and 
Jerusalem About “Time”
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into larger-than-life beings who inhabited 
a distant mountain and possessed superior 
powers. Though they were able to imagine 
an abstract non- physical god, they could 
not imagine “one God” responsible for the 
variety and dichotomy of this booming and 
buzzing world. However, they did make 
great religious strides by dismissing the 
world of classic paganism. Greece repre-
sented a major step forward for mankind. 

Yet, despite these breathtaking 
advances, Greece and Greek philosophy 
also posed danger to religious conscious-
ness. The Jewish defeat of the Greeks 
protected religion from the spiritual 
encroachment of distorted principles.  

One important difference between 
ancient Greece and Judaism lies in their 
differing views of time. Time exerts pow-
erful influence upon our experience, and 
Man has perennially speculated about its 
meaning. The human mind pondered the 
concept of time well before Aristotle and 
Plato attempted to define it. However, 
unlike their predecessors, by applying sci-
entific and philosophical tools of inquiry, 
they developed highly abstract views of 
time.

In general, Greece sought to impose 
“order” and predictability upon a random 
and chaotic world. The word cosmos is 
actually a Greek word denoting “order”. 
For Plato, reality consists of a world of eter-
nal “ideas” and absolute “essences”. Under 
this doctrine of “Ideas” experience is really 
a “shadow” of objective truths or “Platonic 
truths” which are infinite and indestructi-
ble. Our world of experience has no real 
being and is merely a shadow of that pro-
totypical world. For example, the chair you 

sit on isn’t real, but rather, a projection of a 
theoretical and perfect Platonic chair. We 
aren’t living actual experience but merely 
living through a “shadow reality” which 
is projected from ultimate truths which 
exist in a realm “above” and “beyond” 
our ever-changing world. This system 
of thought assigns truth to absolute and 
objective categories, rather than to specific, 
individual experiences. 

One of the by-products of this approach 
is a radically different view of time. As 
Greek philosophy dealt in absolute, time-
less truths, time lost much of its experiential 
meaning. For example, many Greek philos-
ophers saw the universe as infinite with no 
beginning and no end. Many further pos-
tulated that time didn’t actually and was 
merely an illusion. After all, the past has 
already expired, and the future hasn’t yet 
evolved. Under this logic, time doesn’t exist 
at all. A famous 5th century Greek philos-
opher named Zenos crafted a well-known 
paradox of a race between a tortoise and a 
hare to prove that time was merely an illu-
sion. In a world of absolute truths time lost 
all ‘particular’ meaning.

Our view of time stands completely 
antithetical to this notion. We view time 
as a trajectory with a point of inception or 
genesis and a distinct conclusion or termi-
nus. The arch of time between the creation 
and the terminus is called “history” and 
history is by no means formless. History is 
constantly surging toward a terminus – a 
moral and religious state of affairs which 
is similar to the point of origin. We call this 
surging historical process “redemption”. 
Additionally, history, as a redemptive “pro-
cess” is significantly impacted by human 
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behavior. Human beings shape the pace 
and texture of the historical trajectory. As 
agents of redemption, the Jewish people 
inordinately affect the passage of history. 
Athens spoke of time as a mere illusion or 
as merely a concept, whereas Jerusalem 
spoke of time as a framework for human 
behavior and a stage for a redemptive nar-
rative.  Athens viewed Man as helpless to 
affect inanimate time or even to identify it. 
Jerusalem empowered Man to craft a story 
of redemption. 

For this reason, one of the focal Greek 
decrees against Judaism targeted the abo-
lition of Rosh Chodesh. By adhering to a 
lunar calendar, Jews reserved the right to 
alter the calendar and manipulate time. 
The concept of Rosh Chodesh asserts the 
dynamic nature of history and the empow-
ered role of Man to shape that experience. 
This particularly infuriated the Greeks, for 
whom time barely existed and certainly 
wasn’t subject to any human imprint. 

The Chanukah miracles preserved 
the concept of “history”. By and large it is 
this notion of redemptive history which 
has been adopted by humanity. A society 
which believes in redemption will for-
ever search for a better tomorrow. Living 
in the “flow of history” inspires political 
reform, scientific inquiry, and social jus-
tice crusades. A society searching for the 
“promised land” will seek invention, dis-
covery, and technology. Had it not been 
for the Jewish Chanukah victory, human-
ity at large may have been locked in the 
Greek illusion of “pointless” and illusory 
time. Chanukah assured that humanity 
would occupy a vibrant world of history 
and redemption. 
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More than our neirot Chanuka, and 
the donuts and latkes many of us 
are accustomed to eating during 

Chanuka, perhaps the most beloved Cha-
nuka tradition is the minhag to spin and 
play with the dreidel on Chanuka.

Of course the most familiar explanation 
for the significance and origin of this cus-
tom is that the Greeks forbade the study 
and teaching of Torah.  Children would 
gather together to clandestinely learn with 
a teacher, and if a Greek soldier approached 
the group, the group would pull out these 
small toys, and would appear as a play 
group and not a Torah lesson.

Another well-known message asso-
ciated with the dreidel, is that the letters 
which appear on each side of the dreidel 
are an acronym for the words: Neis Gadol 
Hayah Sham-A Great Miracle Happened 
There.  Alternatively our dreidels here in 
Eretz Yisrael replace the Sheen for the 
word Sham (there) with the letter Pay- for 
the word Po-here.

In addition to these familiar messages 
associated with the dreidel, the Chasidic 
Masters suggest other secrets hidden 
within this tradition.

Reb Pinchas M’ Koretz, zy’a, one of the 
earliest disciples of the Baal Shem Tov, cites 
two different teachings from the Baal Shem 
Tov related to the dreidel. The letters on 
the dreidel, Nun,Sheen,Hay,Gimmel rep-
resent an acronym- not solely our familiar 
acronym associated with the miraculous 
nature of  the Chanuka story, but rather of 
the two mitzvot associated with Chanuka.

Neirot Shmoneh-Eight Candles and Hal-
lel Gamur- Full Hallel (which is recited each 
day of Chanuka).

Additionally these same letters, explains 
Reb Pinchas, are equal in numerical value 
to Mashiach. Our dreidels remind us that 
as we recall the miraculous story of Cha-
nuka, that we must also simultaneously 
look forward and anticipate the days of 
salvation yet to come.

Again in each of these teachings the 
Rebbe is referring to a dreidel with a letter 
sheen and not the letter pay. In fact, when 
the Belzer Rebbe zy’a made Aliya in 1951, 
he purportedly sent his shamash to find a 
drediel specifically with the letter sheen and 
not a pay, assumedly because of these two 
ideas mentioned in the name of the Baal 
Shem Tov.

Rebbe Nachman MiBreslov zy’a, sug-
gested that the dreidel represents the reality 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center
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that the entire world revolves, everything 
spins and is constantly changing. Chanuka 
is of course connected to the Beit HaMik-
dash, which Rebbe Nachman explains is 
also represented by the dreidel as well. 
The Beit HaMikdash is a realm where the 
lower world spins and is blended with the 
upper world, where heaven and earth spin 
together and become one, where aware-
ness of Hashem’s presence spins into this 
world from above.

Yehi Ratzon, as we spin our dreidels this 
Chanuka, may we merit to recall that this 
little toy is not solely a reminder of the great 
miracles of the past, but may we also have 
the awareness and perspective to envision 
and see ourselves as spinning forward, of 
moving beyond our current circumstances 
to the miraculous times yet to come!  Cha-
nukah Sameach! 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Everyone Wants  
To Be A Hero

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt”l, in his 
classic essay, Catharsis, draws our attention 
to two blessings a Jew recites every morn-
ing. In both blessings we thank God for the 
power He has given us: In one blessing we 
bless “...who girds Israel with gevurah,” and 
afterwards we bless “he who gives koach to 
the tired.” The Rav explains that these two 
blessings recall different aspects of man’s 
power. The word koach generally refers to 
“physical strength.” As such, it is not some-
thing unique or exclusive to man. Both man 
and beast alike possess physical strength. 

On the other hand, gevurah is something 
exclusive to man. It denotes the ability to 
transcend the brute instinct of survival. 
As the Rav explains it, gevurah can be best 
translated as “heroism.” This counterin-
tuitive strength gives a human being the 
courage to enter a situation that might not 
be ideal for physical survival. The gibor is 
not always the victor but he is the one who 
stands for what he believes in. In this sense 
the gibor emerges as the victor - even if he 
does not win the immediate battle.

The Rav draws a sharp contrast between the 
Biblical, or Jewish, concept of heroism and the 
heroism in classic Greek and secular culture.

“Biblical heroism is not ecstatic but 

rather contemplative; not loud but hushed; 
not dramatic or spectacular but mute. The 
individual, instead of undertaking heroic 
action sporadically, lives constantly as a 
hero.” (Tradition, Catharsis, p. 42)

The Rav offers a new perspective on 
the biblical episode of Yaakov’s battle with 
a mysterious enemy. The heroic moment, 
says the Rav, was not his victory over the 
unknown attacker, rather the moment at the 
very end when he lets him go free. “All Jacob 
had to do in order to bring the engagement 
to a successful conclusion was to destroy his 
antagonist and thus eliminate the threat of 
another attack. Jacob acted differently, and 
contrary to what others in his place would 
have done; when the moment at which Jacob 
could enjoy his victory arrived, he released 
the attacker and set him free” (Ibid. p. 43). It 
is this act that was truly heroic. He is willing 
to let the other go free. Jacob’s self control, 
self-restraint, self-discipline and composure 
is the cathartic, or purifying, feature of this 
endeavor.

The Rav argued that this act of Yaakov can 
be viewed as a paradigm regarding halachic 
observance and a devoted Jewish life.

The Rav identifies four areas of human 
life that are in need of redemption: car-
nal drives, emotional life, intellectual life, 
and religious life. Essential to redemption, 
argues the Rav, is the ability to retreat and 
withdraw from situations. “The Torah wants 
man, who is bold and adventurous in his 
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quest for opportunities, to act heroically, and 
at the final moment, when it appears to him 
that victory is within reach, to stop short, to 
turn around, and retreat.” (Ibid. p. 43)

1) Carnal Drives: The Rav portrays the 
heroism of a bride and groom who separate 
from each other when the bride sees a dot 
of menstrual blood. “Bride and bridegroom 
are young, physically strong and passionately 
in love with each other. Both have patiently 
waited for this rendezvous to take place. Just 
one more step and their love would have 
been fulfilled, a vision realized. Suddenly 
the bride and groom make a movement of 
recoil. He, gallantly, like a chivalrous knight, 
exhibits paradoxical heroism. He takes his 
own defeat. There is no glamor attached to 
his withdrawal....the act did not take place 
in the presence of jubilating crowds...it 
happened in the sheltered privacy of their 
home, in the stillness of the night. The young 
man, like Jacob of old, makes an about-face; 
he retreats at the moment when fulfillment 
seems assured.” (Ibid., p. 45-46)

Without such withdrawal, one remains 
an incomplete and unredeemed individual.

2) Emotional Life: The Halacha not only 
mandates action but it also believes that 
man is master over his own emotional 
world. Man is called upon to control emo-
tion. Man can control his inner life. “Laws 
such as “thou shalt not covet”, “thou shalt 
not not hate thy brother,” are as integral a 
part of the Halachic normative system as are 
those related to human external action.” 

The Rav illustrated the idea of inner 
withdrawal by citing the striking biblical 
episode after the death of Aharon’s two 
sons when Moshe instructs his brother to 
return to administering the worship in the 

Tabernacle (Vayikra 10:6-7). In the face of 
one of life’s most traumatic and painful 
events, the loss of children, Aharon is sum-
moned at that time to set aside his own grief 
and fulfill his role to the nation and to God.

“God wanted Aaron to disown the stron-
gest emotion in man  - the love for a child. 
Is it possible? As far as modern man is 
concerned I would not dare answer. With 
respect to Biblical man we read that Aaron 
acted in accord with the divine instruction: 
“And they did so according to Moses’ word.” 
(Ibid) This says the Rav was a prime example 
of heroic and exalted self-control.

To live heroically is the mission of every 
Jew. Similar to Aharon’s mourning, a Jew 
may find himself faced with a similar chal-
lenge. The law of a festival is that it suspends 
mourning for one of the seven intimate rel-
atives. “Now let us visualize the following 
concrete situation. The mourner, who has 
buried a beloved wife or mother, returns 
home from the graveyard where he has left 
part of himself. Where he has witnessed 
the mockery of human existence. He is in a 
mood to question the validity of our entire 
axiological universe. The house is empty, 
dreary, every piece of furniture reminds 
the mourner of the beloved person he has 
buried. Every corner is full of memories. 
Yet,  the halacha addresses itself to the lonely 
mourner; cast the ashes from your head; 
change your clothes; light the festive can-
dles; recite over a cup of wine the Kiddush 
extolling the Lord for giving us festivals of 
gladness…” (Ibid. pp. 48-49)

The ability for a person to control emo-
tion is almost superhuman. “However, I 
know of people who attempted to perform 
this greatest of all miracles.” (Ibid. p. 49) 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         51



52     TORAH TIDBITS 1445 / MIKETZ 5782

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

candles (or out of concern the candles 
will go out and one will be using them). 2. 
Levush, OC 670:1 – it was made like a Yom 
Tov so people will not take their minds off 
the miracle. 

These reasons do not explain a distinc-
tion between men and women, and there 
are opinions that it also applies to men 
(Maharil, Chanuka 11, as understood by 
Eliya Rabba 670:11; the Mishna Berura 
670:3 reports that in some places men also 
refrain). However, this is not the recom-
mended (Shulchan Aruch, OC 670:1) or 
common practice. Some claim that women 
doing work are more likely to use the Cha-
nuka candles (Mor U’ktzia, OC 670), but it is 
more accepted that it is because of women’s 
place of honor in the miracle of Chanuka, 
through Yehudit (Magen Avraham 670:1 
based on Mateh Moshe, Chanuka 994). 
(One can explain that women’s feeling of 
connection caused them to accept it or that 
it is objectively proper, because of women’s 
virtue, to connect them to the celebration 
and even have a “vacation,” like some say 
regarding Rosh Chodesh (see Shibolei Leket 
184; Tur, OC 417).)

According to most opinions, the minhag 

Women Doing 
Work on 
Chanukah

Question: Is the minhag of some women 
to curtail work on Chanukah binding? 
When exactly does it apply, and what type 
of work is included? 

Answer: Assuming either one’s commu-
nity or family has the minhag of women 
refraining from work on Chanuka, which 
existed broadly from the time of the Ris-
honim (see Tur, Orach Chayim 670; Orchot 
Chayim, Chanuka 21), it should normally 
be kept. However, various reasons are 
given for it, and there are great differences 
of opinion as to when, to what, and even 
to whom it applies. The opinions in each 
of the questions also impact on other ques-
tions. Some early sources also describe it as 
a grass-roots minhag, which makes it less 
predictable and rigorously consistent.  

The reasons given for the minhag are: 
1. Orchot Chayim ibid. – as a reminder that 
one may not benefit from the Chanuka 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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applies only as long as the candles are 
required to be lit (Mishna Berura 670:4), 
i.e., a half hour, which is when there is a 
prohibition of benefit (see Shulchan Aruch, 
OC 672:2 and Mishna Berura ad loc. 7-8). 
Some say it is as long as they are still lit 
(implication of Shulchan Aruch, OC 670:1), 
or perhaps as long as the lights in shul are 
expected to be lit (Magen Avraham 670:2). 
The latter opinions work better with the 
idea of women’s connection or creating a 
Yom Tov to focus on Chanuka’s significance. 
There was a minhag for women to refrain 
from work for all of Chanuka, which is 
maligned as unhealthy (Orchot Chaim 
ibid.), but some say it is reasonable to do 
so on the first and last day, as we find on 
Yom Tov (ibid.). This again does not work 
with the idea of benefit from the candles, 
but certainly this is not a common minhag.

Regarding what is prohibited, logically 
if it is related to benefit from the candles, 
it could apply to any work, and if women 
treat this time like a Yom Tov, it would be no 
broader than the restrictions of Yom Tov or 
probably even Chol Hamo’ed (Shraga Ham-
eir VI:87). According to the latter approach, 
it would be permitted to cook, which is the 
prevalent minhag (Mikraei Kodesh 1:5). 
The consensus is to allow melacha that is 
trivial from a work perspective (e.g., turn-
ing on lights), unless perhaps if they are in 

the context of “major work,” such as turn-
ing on the washing machine (see Rivevot 
Ephrayim VI:409.2). Certainly those who 
practice a long time of restriction do so 
only in regard to major jobs, but the claim 
of some that the minhag in Yerushalayim is 
to refrain from virtually everything to keep 
focused on the candles is practical because 
they refer only to a period of around a half 
hour (see P’ninei Chanuka (Q&A with Rav 
Elyashiv), p. 131-3; Rivevot Ephrayim I:436). 

We would recommend to everyone to 
follow her minhag, but many are confused 
about its details and, on such a matter, can 
choose. One should not be machmir if it will 
create tension or take away from her (fami-
ly’s) Chanuka joy. She should also spell out 
at least mentally that she does not want it 
to be a neder. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

רפואה שלמה דוד חנוך בן יהודית איטה



54     TORAH TIDBITS 1445 / MIKETZ 5782

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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Happy Chanukah! In this column, 
we have been learning the brachot 
of Shemoneh Esrei and are on the 

verge of entering into the third section, that 
of הודאה, gratitude. We will iy”H explore this 
section more in-depth in the next column, 
but meanwhile, in honor of Chanukah, we 
will analyze על הנסים, which we insert into 
this section of הודאה. Immediately after we 
say the bracha of מודים, in which we thank 
Hashem for all of the miracles He performs 
for us on a daily basis, we continue on and 
say, we also want to thank You for the spe-
cific miracles that You performed for our 
forefathers during this time period of Cha-
nukah (or Purim).
ְוַעל  ׁשּועוֹת  ְוַעל ַהתְּ בּורוֹת  ְוַעל ַהגְּ ְרָקן  ְוַעל ַהפֻּ ים  סִּ ְוַעל ַהנִּ

ַמן ַהזֶּה זְּ ָיִמים ָהֵהם בַּ יָתה ַלֲאבוֵֹתינּו בַּ ָעשִׂ ְלָחמוֹת שֶׁ ַהמִּ

And for the miracles and for the redemp-
tions and for the mighty deeds and for the 
salvations and for the victories and for the 
wars that you wrought for our ancestors in 
their days in this time

 is a fun song, and really brings על הנסים
out the Chanukah spirit in all of us. How-
ever, having recited these words since 
childhood, we often don’t think much 
about what we are saying. Looking at the 
words more carefully though, a few ques-
tions jump out, which may give us some 
more insight into the important messages 
we gain from this Tefilla.

What is פרקן and how is it different than 
?תשועות

The word פרקן is Aramaic for פדיון, 
redemption. This seems pretty similar to  
-salvations. The Siftei Chaim sug ,תשועות
gests that the difference is as follows. פורקןפורקן 

is the overall, general redemption. We 
thank Hashem for redeeming us from 
the terrible danger we were in. The  
 are the specific steps Hashem תשועותתשועות
took afterwards to fix the situation com-
pletely. He gives the example of someone 
who suffers from a life-threatening illness. 
Hashem first saves him from the overall 
danger of death but doesn’t stop there. He 
then goes on to take care to make sure that 
slowly but surely, this person builds up his 
strength, his accompanying ailments are 
ameliorated, and he is able to return to his 
regular functional lifestyle. 

Why do we thank Hashem for the 
?(wars)  מלחמות

Many grapple with this question and 
in fact, in response to this, many Sefardim 
replace the word מלחמות with the word נחמות 
(comfort). Additionally, there is one opin-
ion (ענף יוסף) who says to leave off the ו’ so 
that it reads על התשועות על המלחמות, we thank 
Hashem for the victories of the wars. Most 
 ועל however do recite the words אשכנזים

 Rav Yaakov Emden explains that .המלחמות
wars are never a good thing, But the fact 
is, they are a part of life. So if we do have 
to be part of a war, we should at least 
thank Hashem for leading the war and 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

continued on next page...
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An evening of candle lighting, sufganiyot and a unique Italian menorah. 
Includes a tour of the museum with the curator, Daniel Niv

For more information and tickets: moija.org | 02-5801144 | Hillel St. 25, Jerusalem

 Sunday
5.12

The U. Nahon Museum of Italian Jewish Art invites you to 

"The Story of a Menorah"

CASPI St. – Garden apartment in a boutique building,  
4 rooms (115m) private entrance, bright, parking

3220000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed street 
with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) +  
2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,  2 car parks,  
private entrance - rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT- Spacious 3 room 
apartment, renovated, high floor, Shabbat elevator, 
Succah balcony with paoramic view, storeroom, 
parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, quiet, 
close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral street, 
huge garden (138m2), possibility to add 45 m2, 
renovated, close to the Train Station, 

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488
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and culturally, without prejudice.

Secondly, as we saw in Parshat Va’era, 
each of our Forefathers was able to tolerate 
great frustration without losing their faith 
in the Almighty.

Thirdly, again in Parshat Va’era, each of 
them was grateful to the Almighty for the 
everyday blessings that most of us take for 
granted.

Fourthly, this time in last week’s Parshat 
Bo, they each demonstrated Kreatur-
gefühl, a deep awareness of having been 
created by the Almighty.

In this week’s Torah portion, two early 
twentieth century spiritual guides brought 
two additional characteristics of the 
“redeemed” individual to our attention.

Rabbi Grodzinski taught that the 
“redeemed” individual does not ignore the 
prevalence of evil in the world but disdains 
it and confronts it wisely and successfully.

And Rabbi Ziv, the Alter, gifted us with 
the insight that our relationship with 
the Almighty can be reciprocal. Yes, He 
is our Savior. But we can reciprocate His 
salvation by bringing honor to His name 
by acting ethically and honestly, even in 
the face of temptation.

As we draw ever closer to the Passover 
holiday, Chag HaPesach, we now have 
learned of no less than six paths to 
redemption, six paths to “seeing ourselves 
as if we personally were redeemed from 
Egypt.”

Which of the six will you choose as your 
path? Or will you try your hand at all six? 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * Shlav A, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view !
* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy, 3 exposures, 

MB en suite, large succah, no steps to the building !
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,

outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
OUT OF JERUSALEM
MODIIN AREA - New ProjectMODIIN AREA - New Project
180 sqm semi detached house, NIS 2,650,000 complete.
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000!

RENTALS
RECHAVIA  RECHAVIA  Renovated 1 bdrm wheelchair accessible
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
BUSTAN BAKABUSTAN BAKA Brand new building, 3 bdrms, 2.5 bthrms, 
ground oor, large garden, parking, immediate!  
HAR NOFHAR NOF  * Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
* Shlav A, 3 bdrms, renovated, garden, view, machsan!

It’s never too late to file prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 |  09-746-0623 |  03-527-3254
 052-274-9999

Email: alan@ardcpa.com 
www.ardcpa.com

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

• U.S. Income Tax Returns
• Israeli Tax Returns
• Foreign Bank Reports (FBAR)
• IRS Audit Representation
• IRS Streamlined Program
• Corporate Tax Planning
• Estate and Trust Tax Planning
• $1400 U.S. Child Credit
• Investment Planning
• Bookkeeping Services
• Other Accounting Services

בס“ד
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directing the outcome.   
What does it mean בימים ההם בזמן הזה?
The simple pshat understanding 

of these words is that we are thanking 
Hashem for the miracles that He did in 
those days (many hundreds of years ago) 
at this time (on these dates in Kislev). The 
Levush, however, understands it as follows 
 We thank Hashem not – בימים ההם ובזמן הזה –
only for the miracles that He performed 
in those days, but also for the miracles 
that He performs for us in our own lives.

I think that just looking at the answer to 
these three brief questions is a lesson to us 
in הודאה. In order to thank Hashem prop-
erly, we need to understand the magnitude 
of what He does for us. From here, we see 
three things: 

We need to take note of both the פורקן 

and the ישועות. In every situation, we should 
take note of how Hashem has both fixed the 
problem on a macro-level and also look at 
the small details of how He has taken care 
of the smaller accompanying problems and 
smoothed over the whole process.

We need to thank Hashem even for 
the מלחמות, even for things that may seem 
difficult. We don’t always understand the 
obstacles that we encounter but we need to 
thank Hashem for being there during those 

times and helping us through them, to get to 
wherever we need to get to.

We must thank Hashem for all miracles 
large and small, whether it’s the outright 
obvious miracles that took place in the past 
 or whether it’s the more subtle ,בימים ההם
miracle we experience today בזמן הזה. If we 
look for it, we can easily see Hashem’s hand 
in our own lives. And though those “mira-
cles” that we personally experience may not 
be obvious to the rest of the world, when we 
recognize, internalize, and appreciate Hash-
em’s  hand, they are own personal miracles.  

Though we don’t have time to analyze 
the rest of the text of the Chanukah על הנסים, 
let’s look quickly at the conclusion. After 
discussing Hashem’s hand in the Chanukah 
story, we say:  
ּוִפּנּו ֶאת ֵהיָכֶלָך ְוִטֲהרּו ֶאת  יֶתָך  אּו ָבֶניָך ִלְדִביר בֵּ ן בָּ ְוַאַחר כֵּ

ְיֵמי  מוַֹנת  שְׁ ְיֵמי ְוָקְבעּו  מוַֹנת  שְׁ ְוָקְבעּו  ָך  ָקְדשֶׁ ַחְצרוֹת  בְּ ֵנרוֹת  ְוִהְדִליק  ָך  שֶׁ ִמְקדָּ

ְמָך ַהגָּדוֹל ה ֵאּלּו ְלהוֹדוֹת ּוְלַהֵלל ְלשִׁ ְמָך ַהגָּדוֹלֲחֻנכָּ ה ֵאּלּו ְלהוֹדוֹת ּוְלַהֵלל ְלשִׁ ֲחֻנכָּ

And afterward, your children came to 
the Holy of Holies in your House, and they 
cleansed your Palace and purified your Tem-
ple and they kindled lights in the courtyard of 
your Sanctuary and they established these 
eight days of Hanukkah to give thanks 
and to praise your great name.

Immediately after the Jewish people 
were victorious against the Greeks and 
they finished cleansing and purifying the 
Beit Hamikdash, they made it their busi-
ness to set up the holiday of Chanukah in 
order to “להודות ולהלל”. The  Siftei Chaim 
explains that Chanukah was established for 
two purposes (and neither of them is to stuff 
ourselves with sufgniyot! ) –

 to admit the truth -להודות –  להודות על האמת
– when a person is able to internalize the 
amazing truth that everything that happens 

Shifra & Rivka Homes in Rechavia/Shaarei Chessed!
• Exclusive! Large 4 room bright 
apartment! Massive balcony, 
views, parking, elevator.  
3.9m NIS  Ben David lease land 
(option to buy lease)
• Very rare 148m apartment with massive balcony 
(around 70m), views, elevator! 8.5 m NIS
WE WOULD LOVE TO HELP YOU FIND, SELL OR RENT  YOUR APARTMENT!
Shifra lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnick 0526965596
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, Nov 29 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borows’ shiur  
was sponsored by the Sunshine, Weiss, Weintraub  

and Cherrick families in loving memory of  
Dr. Herb Sunshine z”l -חיים דוד בן ישעיה אלטר ז”ל

on his fifth yahrzeit- נר שלישי של חנוכה - כז כסלו  

Sunday, December 5 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  
is sponsored by Vera Schwarcz in loving memory  

of her husband Dr. Jason Wolfe -   
Yosef Shimon ben Avraham Isaac and Rivka z”l

Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim 
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

is from Hashem and is for his own good 
then he is able to לתת תודה – to truly thank 
Hashem. 

 only once he goes through that – להלל
process of really recognizing what Hashem 
has done for him, then he is able to praise 
Hashem properly.

We see from here how important it is to 
stop and take the time to appreciate every-
thing Hashem does for us. Whether it’s a 
big national victory or our own personal 
salvation, only if we take the time to להודות על 
 and really analyze all aspects of what האמת
Hashem has done for us, will we be able to 
appreciate Hashem’s hand in our lives and 
to thank and praise Him accordingly.  
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Ayelet Cohen
Raanana Chapter 
Director
The Power of 
Forgiveness  

Towards the end of the Parsha, Yaakov’s 
sons travel down to Egypt in an attempt to 
collect food for their family. After the broth-
ers agree to bring Binyamin with them on 
their second trip, Yosef is ecstatic to see him 
and gives his brother a blessing. Following 
the reunion, we see a change in the struc-
ture of how the story is written. In Perek מג  
Pasuk ל it says, ,י-ִנְכְמרּו ַרֲחָמיו ֶאל-ָאִחיו  ַוְיַמֵהר יוֵֹסף, כִּ

ׁש, ִלְבּכוֹת  Yosef was overcome by joy and .ַוְיַבקֵּ
emotion and wanted to cry after remem-
bering his feelings about his brothers. The 
text takes a break from the story to show 
the mindset shift of Yosef. After seeing Bin-
yamin, he is reminded of his compassion 
for his brothers and forgives them. He is no 
longer fixed on the past, but is just happy 
to be with his brothers after all these years. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

We see here, even following the betray-
als, Yosef is able to have compassion and 
see past the hardships which his brothers 
caused in his life. He is able to put his nega-
tive feelings aside and remember the good 
in his brothers and genuinely love them.

 With so much hatred in this world, 
there are many reasons why one can feel 
hurt or wronged by another person. There 
is validity to being angry and wanting 
revenge. However, Yosef’s actions teach 
us a valuable lesson. We can see from this 
story that while we may desire vengeance, 
forgiveness will in fact get us a lot farther.

Yehuda Sunshine
10th Grade, Raanana
 Yosef and 
Chanukah

Yosef is betrayed by his brothers 
and thrown into a pit, full of snakes and 
scorpions. When his brothers sell him to 
the travelers, the Torah mentions that it 
was carrying spices and good smelling 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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perfumes. Rashi asks, why does the Torah 
need to mention this? He quotes a mid-
rash that says that the caravan usually had 
kerosene, and Hashem instead made it 
have good smelling spices and perfumes. 
Rashi says that this is how Yosef knew that 
Hashem was guiding him. 

In the story of Chanuka, only the 
Kohanim got to see the miracle of the oil. 
So why did Hashem make it that only 
Kohanim would see this miracle? In the 
beginning of the story, Matityahu and his 
sons made a decision in which all of the 
Jews would suffer. They decided to go 
to war against the Greeks. At that time, 
prophecy had already been stopped for 
200 years. How was Hashem going to tell 
Matityahu and his sons that they made the 
correct choice? This is why Hashem chose 
the miracle to be in the Kodesh, where only 
Kohanim could enter. At that moment they 
knew that Hashem was guiding them! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Starting married life?
This should be the only  

fragile thing you worry about...

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modiin-based 
clinical psychologist specializing in 

communication and relationships. He offers a unique, 
practical, 4-part private counseling series to help 
pre-marriage and early-marriage couples improve 
their communication skills, strengthen their bonds, and 
increase the probability of a long-lasting and happy 
relationship. An ideal gift to give any new couple ... or to 
give yourselves!  
DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES, FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com

CALL NOW: 0556868939
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Real Life Rescues 
Helping a Prisoner
Kayla Tzur is a doula and United Hatzalah volunteer EMT who lives in Jerusalem and is 
constantly at the ready to provide emergency medical care 24/7. While on her way to 
the gym one day, Kayla received an alert regarding a medical emergency taking place at 
the local police station. Already riding her United Hatzalah emergency E-bike along the 
same street as the police station, she safely accelerated and arrived there in 30 seconds.

Security personnel led her down a labyrinth of hallways to where a prisoner was having 
difficulty breathing. The incarcerated man was locked in a cell, and for technical reasons, 
the guards were under orders not to open the door for Kayla to enter. Assessing the 
situation as best she could, the volunteer EMT realized that the patient was suffering 
from an anxiety attack and was hyperventilating.

Utilizing her specialized breathing techniques she learned as a doula, the savvy EMT 
began to instruct the patient through the prison bars how to moderate his breathing 
and control his reactions. As the man accepted her guidance and began to regain his 
composure, the 33-year-old prisoner informed Kayla that he takes prescription medicines 
but hadn't had them yet that day. He expressed fear that he might be in medical danger. 

Kayla worked with the police personnel to confirm his medications and have them 
administered in the facility. When Kayla asked about taking leave of the patient, he 
calmly told her that he was feeling better both physically and emotionally. Walking to 
the front doors of the building, the officers gave her a loud round of applause for her 
outstanding work.

1221
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WITH THE HEADS OF PROGRAM
www.rris.idc.ac.il
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?

MA Organizational Behavior
& Development
Monday, December 13, 19:00

MA Behavioral Economics
Monday, December 13, 20:30

MA Financial Economics
Wednesday, December 15, 19:00

One-Year MBA and Global MBA
Wednesday, December 15, 20:30

MA Government -
Counter-Terrorism
Monday, December 20, 19:00

MA Government -
Diplomacy & Conflict Studies
Monday, December 20, 20:30

MBA in Healthcare Innovation
Tuesday, December 21, 19:30

MA Human Computer Interaction 
(HCI)
Monday, January 3, 19:00

MSc Machine Learning &
Data Science
Tuesday, January 4, 19:00

REICHMAN UNIVERSITY



Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?
Beit Tovei Ha’ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors, with 
Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events, and in-house 

medical care.

Come and enjoy your  
Golden Years in the 

City of Gold!

For more information please call
 Binyamin Margo  +972-544465276

www.tovei.co.il

Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier 
Retirement Community

36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem

Special offer for 5 
apartments only! 
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