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JOIN THE FUN! 
Have your photo appear on the cover of Torah Tidbits!

Take a picture of something special that relates to the theme of the Parsha.
Please send your high resolution photos to aarong@ouisrael.org

(Image will be cropped to this size: 13.8X18.2 cm, 300 dpi)
We are looking forward to seeing your amazing shots!

HELPFUL REMINDERS:
SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
ראש חדש טבת יהיה ביום שבת קדש ולמחרתו ביום ראשון הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה

המולד יהיה יום שבת קדש ,שלושים ותשע דקות וארבעה עשר חלקים אחרי אחת בצהריים
Rosh Chodesh Tevet is on Shabbat December 4 and Sunday December 5
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Who is a role model? Is 
there anybody that does not 
have a role model? Is there 
anybody that can't be a role 
model?

In this week's Parsha we are given a per-
fect example of what a role model can be. 

Yosef HaTzaddik is put in a very tempt-
ing situation where a woman is trying to 
get his attention and seduce him. The Torah 
tells us that ultimately Yosef HaTzaddik 
stands up against that temptation, runs 
away and doesn't commit the Aveira. Due 
to this incident, Yosef HaTzaddik becomes 
known as the one we look up to and try to 
emulate when it comes to guarding our 
eyes and staying pure. 

The Gemara in Sota tells us that while 
being seduced Yosef HaTzaddik saw the 
image of his father, Yaakov in his mind 
and that is how he was able to overcome 
his desires and overcome the complicated 
situation he was in. 

We should ask ourselves, "what causes 
someone to have an image in their mind 
when they are about to do something good 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

or bad"?
I see two sides to this question, first: How 

do we come to look up to another person 
and what causes them to be our role model? 

Second: How does one obtain the status 
of having others look up to him and serving 
as a role model to others?

I  think the answers to these questions 
are intertwined in one. 

As a father and an educator, I constantly 
try and ask myself what is it that I have to 
do in order to make sure that my children 
- biological and non-biological - will have 
a positive role model, whether it is myself 
or somebody else - assuming I am a posi-
tive role model - what do I need to do and 
accomplish so these youngsters will think of 
me or any other adult as someone to emu-
late and look up to.

Yaakov Avinu shows us the answer. In 
Yosef's mind, his father, Yaakov was the one 
that was there for him throughout all his 
hard times; when he is being thrown in a 
pit, when he is thrown into jail, when he is 
being tempted by Potiphar's wife. Yaakov 
had worked on himself and his personal-
ity and therefore was able to pass on an 
endless amount of unconditional love and 
acceptance to his son, Yosef.

We learn in this week's Parsha that lit-
tle Yosef had dreams, dreams that we are 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

The OU Israel Family
sends its deepest condolences
to the family and friends of

Eliyahu Dovid Kay הי"ד
who was brutally murdered
by a terrorist at the Kotel

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה
injured in the terrorist attack  
this past Sunday at the Kotel

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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going to see in the next couple of weeks that 
came to fruition. But these dreams in Yaa-
kov's mind were dreams that showed how 
his son was going to achieve greatness. In 
the words -  V'AVIV SHAMAR ET HADAVAR-  
His father was able to keep these words, as 
opposed to his brothers where they said 
VAYEKANU BO ECHAV - his brothers were 
jealous of him. His father was able to keep 
those words. Yaakov clearly didn't take a 
piece of paper, a tape recorder or an MP3 
and record what Yosef was saying about the 
dreams but he clearly took those words and 
put them in his heart and that clearly was 
evident to Yosef HaTazddik. The fact that 
his father took his words and his dreams 
seriously meant everything in the world to 
Yosef. Therefore, even after Yosef is sold by 
his brothers, is down in exile of Mitzrayim, 
is a slave of some minister, is being tempted 
by a woman, is far away from all the morals 
of the Torah he grew up with, Yosef knew 
that his father was the one he wanted to 
reach out to  - spiritually and physically.

I think this is the message that each and 
every one of us, as parents, as family mem-
bers and as educators, need to take and pass 
on to our children and students and those 
we come in contact with. We need to show 
them that we are always there for them and 
we love them unconditionally. By doing that 
we become role models to these children 
and students. They will look up to us and 
emulate us. In these tough times, especially 
on days when we hear of people that our 
children might have looked up to, are being 
accused of not being the role models they 
are acclaimed to be. These children need to 
know they can come to us and get positive 
reinforcement. 

We need to constantly work on our-
selves to make sure that our children, 
biological and non-biological - are looking 
up to us and know they can come approach 
us, that we are having open conversations 
with them, that we are being honest with 
them and that we are here for them. 

This is the feeling I get after visiting any 
of our 20 OU Israel youth centers across the 
country. The admiration and love that the 
teens have for their dedicated advisors is 
heartwarming and inspiring.

I daven that we will all learn from Yaa-
kov Avinu and from Yosef HaTzaddik what 
it is to be a role model and what it is to have 
a role model in our life.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank 
my parents as well as all of my Rabbanim 
and role models in my life that constantly 
made sure that I had role models to look up 
to.

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

In loving memory of  our  
parents/grandparents

NATHAN ZUCKER z"l
On his 6th yahrtzeit

and
BELLA ZUCKER a"h

On her 1st yahrtzeit
ניסן בן שלמה אריה ז"ל - ר"ח כסלו

הענא בילא בת יחיאל מנחם ע"ה - כ"ח כסלו

Estie & David Goldstein,  
Arnie & Debbie Zucker and families
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

The sale of Yosef in Parshat Vayeishev 
is one of the most famous stories of the 
Torah.  Yaakov settles, finally, in the land of 
Israel.  Yosef is favored. Yosef has 2 dreams.  
Yaakov sends Yosef to inquire of his broth-
er’s welfare. The brothers sell Yosef to 
merchants traveling to Egypt. Yehuda is 
confronted by Tamar and accepts respon-
sibility. Yosef achieves great success as a 
servant to Potiphar.  After being framed 
by Potiphar’s wife, Yosef ends up in jail.  
His success continues in jail. He interprets 
the dreams of the butler and baker but 
remains in jail.

The story of Yosef is the longest in the 
Torah, spanning 4 parshiot. It’s panoply 
of human emotions and conditions are 

KI TEITZEI gripping: a favored child, dreams, jealousy, 
isolation, sexual struggle, success. And 
later; tears, confrontation and brotherly 
responsibility. It is the story that lays bare 
human foibles; hence its appeal and fame.

1st Aliya (37:1-12) Yaakov settles 
in the land of Israel. Yosef is 17, 
brings reports to his father. Yaa-

kov loves Yosef. He gives him a special coat, 
provoking the jealousy of his brothers. 
Yosef has 2 dreams. The brothers, gather-
ing sheaves of wheat, gather around and 
bow to Yosef’s. The sun, moon and 11 stars 
bow to him. The brothers feel hatred.  Yaa-
kov, while criticizing Yosef, takes note of 
the dreams.

The first verse, while eminently simple, 
introduces this entire story. “Yaakov settled 
in the land of his father’s sojourning.” As if 
to say: they were sojourners, but not me.  
I am going to be a settler. Avraham was 
promised the Land of Israel. And that his 
children would be strangers in a strange 
land, returning wealthy to Israel. Yaakov 
figures, “hey, that was me. Long years with 
Lavan. Returned wealthy. Now on to the 
next stage of Jewish history: settling and 
ruling this land”.  

The time to settle and eventually rule 
this land has arrived. Building a state 
requires an economic change, from shep-
herding to farming. And rule requires 
power.

When Yosef dreams not of sheep but of 
bundles of wheat, Yaakov’s ears perk up.  
Why a dream of wheat when we are shep-
herds?  Is this a new world dawning?  

And then a dream of power, of the sun, 
moon and stars. Is this a Divine message, 
through dreams, that the promise of the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

VAYEISHEV

May the Torah learned from this issue  
of  Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

Our Father, Grandfather,
Great-Grandfather

Rabbi James I. Gordon z"l
ר' יעקב ישראל בן שניאור אברהם ז"ל

כ"ו כסלו - נר שני דחנוכה
Missed very much by his loved ones

The Gordon family
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
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JOIN TODAY!
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Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
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Hotline option avaliable 

land is about to happen, with agriculture 
and power facilitating the building of our 
nation?  

2nd Aliya (37:13-22) Yaakov sends 
Yosef to inquire of the welfare of 
his brothers.  A man directs him 

to Dotan. The brothers plot to kill Yosef and 
put an end to his dreams. Reuven objects to 
spilling his blood, suggesting to merely 
throw him into a pit. He saves Yosef, hoping 
to return him to his father.

The single best known aliya in the 
Torah (ok, because of Broadway – oh, such 
is our world). Brothers wanting to kill their 
brother? This is unprecedented. Well, 
except for the first brothers in the Torah, 
Cain and Abel. Rivalry, competition, jeal-
ousy is an inescapable part of life.  Brothers 
struggle (as the Midrash says re Cain and 
Abel) over inheritance money, religion, 
marriage or here, parental love and jeal-
ousy. Had the Torah avoided this sibling 
rivalry, it would have lacked the reality of 
life. But what is of much greater import is 
the response to rivalry. The response of 
sibling loyalty, brotherhood and respon-
sibility (and lack of it) is the story of the 
Torah. Human failures will happen – how 
to respond is the concern of our Torah.  

3rd Aliya (37:23-36) Yosef is 
stripped of his coat, thrown in an 
empty cistern. Merchants appear. 

Yehuda objects to killing their brother, con-
vincing the others to sell Yosef to these 
merchants. Yosef is sold to the merchants 
and brought to Egypt. Reuven finds the cis-
tern empty and rends his garments. Yosef’s 
coat is dipped in blood, brought to Yaakov. 
Yaakov rips his clothes and is inconsolable. 
Yosef ends up in the home of Potiphar.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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– is actually a reality.”
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Yosef dreamed of the sun, moon and 
stars – as high as you can get – and ends 
in the pit, as low as you can get.  Yaa-
kov, who dreamt of a ladder ascending 
to the heavens, now says he will “sink to 
the netherworld in mourning”. Yaakov 
deceived Yitzchak with goatskin on his 
arms; Yaakov is deceived by Yosef’s coat 
dipped in goat’s blood.

4th Aliya (38:1-30) Yehuda 
descends.  He has 3 sons. 1 son 
marries Tamar and dies, as does 

the 2nd.  He delays the 3rd son from mar-
rying her. Tamar disguises herself. She 
becomes pregnant from Yehuda. Yehuda 
orders her to be put to death. She sends his 
identifying possessions. Yehuda admits. 
She has twins, Peretz and Zerach.

Yehuda descends.  But ends up with 
Zerach – shine. Yehuda withheld his 3rd 
son from Tamar, as he withheld Yosef from 
returning to Yaakov by selling Yosef. But 
here he took full responsibility whereas 
there he didn’t. When the brothers wanted 
to kill Yosef, Reuven told them to throw him 
in a pit. Ok, don’t kill him with a knife; kill 
him passively, of starvation. Yehuda stood 
up; let’s not kill him, let’s sell him. That 
certainly was better than killing him. But 
he really should have objected more vocif-
erously and said: “I will not let you harm 
Yosef.  I will return him to Abba.”  Here he 
takes full responsibility. This is a harbin-
ger of the full acceptance of responsibility 
he will demonstrate later in guaranteeing 
Binyamin’s return to Yaakov.

5th Aliya (39:1-6) Yosef descends 
to Egypt. G-d is with Yosef and he 
is successful. Yosef’s owner sees 

that G-d is with him and that all he does 

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il

Scan to Learn More or 
Schedule an Appointment

Earn regular, offshore 
income with capital growth.

Invest in medical real estate 
in the USA. We make it simple.
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G-d makes successful.  G-d blesses the 
master’s home because of Yosef; all that is 
his in his home and field, G-d blesses. He 
gives Yosef total control of all that is his.

A little wee aliya of 6 verses. And G-d’s 
name appears 6 times. G-d’s name did not 
appear in the 66 verses until here in the 
parsha (save for the death of the 2 sons of 
Yehuda: “they did bad in the eyes of G-d”).  
This is very similar to the absence of G-d 
in the beginning of Sefer Shemot until He 
finally sees their affliction.  

Man does just fine spiraling down 
all by himself – Yosef at the hands of his 
brothers, Yehuda with his mishandling of 
Tamar, the Jews in Egypt at the hands of 
Paro. When he hits bottom, G-d appears. 

6th Aliya (39:7-23) Potiphar’s 
wife propositions Yosef. Yosef 
resists, for as much as he has 

complete authority in the home, this 
would be a sin to G-d. With no one around, 
she grabs him. He flees, leaving her hold-
ing his garment. She frames Yosef as 
having approached her. Yosef is thrown in 
jail.  G-d is kind to him and the jail keeper 
puts Yosef in charge. All that he does, G-d 
makes successful.

Note the parallels: The brother’s take 
Yosef’s coat from him; Mrs. Potiphar is 
holding Yosef’s garment. The brother’s 
deceive their father with the coat; Mrs. 
Potiphar deceives her husband with the 
coat.  Yosef is sold as a slave; Yosef ends 
up in jail.

From dreaming of the sun, moon and 
stars, and brothers bowing to him, Yosef 
has gone down to Egypt, down in status 
to a slave, and now down yet again to jail.  

Yosef earns the title of Yosef HaTzaddik 
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from his resistance to Mrs. Potiphar. He is 
alone, in a foreign land, no one around, 
being propositioned; yet, his thoughts are 
sinning to G-d.  

7th Aliya (40:1-23) The butler and 
baker of Paro are jailed. Yosef 
takes care of them.  They dream. 

Yosef asks: tell me the dreams for their 
explanations are to G-d. The butler saw a 
fruitful vine, squeezing the grapes into the 
cup of Paro. Yosef says: you will be restored 
as butler. And, Yosef adds, remember me 
when things are good again and tell Paro, 
for I don’t deserve to be here. The baker 
describes dreaming of bread on his head. 
Yosef says: you will be hung. The butler is 
restored. The baker is hung. The butler for-
gets Yosef.

While the Yosef story moves quickly for 
us the reader, years have passed. 2 years 
will pass from the butler being restored 
until Yosef interprets Paro’s dream next 
week. He was 17 when the brothers sold 
him. Now he is 28. He will be 30 when he 
interprets Paro’s dreams.

And if Yosef is such a good interpreter 
of dreams – well, he himself had 2 dreams.  
What does he make of his dreams? He 

dreamt of the brother’s bundles of wheat 
bowing to him. And of power, all bow-
ing to him. Does he mull over his dreams 
every once in a while? Every week? Every 
day? He tells Paro that he having 2 dreams 
implies that they will happen soon. He had 
2 dreams. His dreams didn’t happen soon.  
Does he think they will still happen? After 
all, how soon is soon? A few days? Or 25 
years? 

HAFTORAH  
AMOS 2:6-3:8

This week’s haftorah contains an allu-
sion to the sale of Yosef by his brothers, 
discussed in this week’s Torah reading.

Amos opens with a rebuke to the Jew-
ish People. G-d had been patient with them 
notwithstanding their transgression of the 
three cardinal sins — sexual impropriety, 
idolatry and murder. Their fourth sin, how-
ever, crossed the line — the mistreatment 
of the innocent, widows, orphans and the 
poor.

 G-d reminds the Jewish people how 
He lovingly took them out of Egypt and led 
them through the desert for forty years and 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

 (37:4) “וישנאו אותו ולא יכלו דברו לשלם” 
“They (the brothers) hated him (Yosef) and could not speak peacefully unto him.”
A question asked: Isn’t it obvious and taken for granted, that once Yosef’s brothers hated him, for sure 

they would not be able to have a civil conversation? What is the pasuk telling us?
Rabbi Yonatan Eibeschitz (1690-1764, Dayan of Prague) answered that the Pasuk should be understood in 

the inverted order. It should be explained that because “they could not speak peacefully to him” they ended 
up “hating him”. Had they been able to talk out their frustrations and anger, they would have been able to 
reconcile their differences.

Rabbi Eibeschitz elaborated that this is the true source of any controversy, that no side can converse or 
listen with the other side. This is the message of the story of Yosef to us, how we can resolve our differences, 
if we would talk it out. Shabbat Shalom!
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settled them in the Holy Land. There, He 
bestowed the gift of prophecy on some and 
inspired others to become Nazirites. Yet 
the Jewish people did not respond appro-
priately, giving wine to the Nazirites and 
instructing the prophets not to prophesy.  

The haftorah ends with an admonition 
from G-d, one that also recalls His eternal 
love for His people. As opposed to other 
nations to whom G-d does not pay close 
attention, G-d’s love for His nation causes 
Him to punish them for their misdeeds, to 
cleanse them and prod them back onto the 
path of the just. 

May the Torah learned on  
Thursday, November 25  
be in loving memory of  

and לעילוי נשמת 
 Sylvia David a"h

חיה צביה בת אריה לייב ע"ה
  whose yahrzeit is כ"ב כסלו

 Mel David - loving husband  
Children: Gitty & Ari Wertenteil,  

Nechama & David Sondhelm,  
Tova & Mordechai David  
and loving grandchildren 

May her soul be eternally blessed
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The ‘Wisdom’ 
of the East

There are jokes which are very funny on 
the surface, but which, upon reflection, can 
be quite painful and disturbing.

One of them, which was told frequently 
twenty years ago or more, concerns a 
matronly woman from the Bronx who 
seeks to visit a famous guru somewhere in 
the Far East, perhaps in the mountains of 
northern India or Tibet.             

She boards a plane at John F. Kennedy 
airport and begins the long and arduous 
flight, which necessitates several stopovers 
and the changing of planes. She lands at 
the closest airport to the remote ashram, 
or temple, where the guru has his moun-
tain retreat. She finds a bus that takes her 
part of the way to the ashram and, although 
she’s never even seen a donkey before, 
summons a donkey cart to continue her 

trek to her encounter with the guru.
Totally exhausted, she finally arrives 

at the guru’s quarters. To her great disap-
pointment, she learns that the guru has 
just begun a three-day period of fasting 
and meditation and cannot possibly be 
interrupted. Anything but total solitude is 
forbidden.

She pleads and begs and finally resorts 
to one of the strategies of persuasion that 
she learned back in the Bronx. She tells the 
guru’s guards that she only wants to say 
three words to him.

On the condition that she limits her mes-
sage to just three words, they allow her 
access into the guru’s inner chamber. There 
she finds him sitting in the lotus yoga posi-
tion, totally entranced in his meditation.

She approaches him, but he remains 
unaware of her presence. Finally, she 
bends over him and whispers in his ear: 
“Melvin? Come home!”

I used to tell his story many times, not 
so long ago, when so many young Jewish 
men and women, from the Bronx and from 
elsewhere, left to the Far East in their quest 
for spiritual truth and a meaningful path 
in life.

The story always drew laughs from the 
crowd, but the laughs were inevitably fol-
lowed by a contemplative silence as the 
audience began to reflect upon the point 
of the story. Young Jews by the thousands 
had become alienated not only from their 

May the Torah learned from this issue of 
TT be in loving memory of  and לע"נ

Sharon Horowitz a"h
on her 48th yahrtzeit 

the first night of  Chanukah 
Mina and Howard Millendorf 
Sharon, Shlomo, Elior, Amiad,

& Yagel Rabinowitz
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Jewish roots, but from Western civilization 
in general.

Although this phenomenon is no longer 
as prevalent as it once was, Eastern reli-
gions remain attractive to many, and not 
just to young Jews but to a wide variety of 
individuals in search of a “New Age” alter-
native to Western culture.

The reasons why so many are dissat-
isfied with the Western way of life center 
around the  relentless pressures and frantic 
pace which that way of life entails. Eastern 
religions offer an alternative which prom-
ises serenity, tranquility, and inner peace.

This leads us to a question that surpris-
ingly connects to this week’s Torah portion, 
Parshat Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1-40:23).

The question is: “Is there anything wrong 
with seeking tranquility and inner peace? 
Are they not highly desirable components 

of a healthy and meaningful lifestyle?”
An answer can be found in the words 

of the Midrash Rabbah that appear in most 
contemporary editions of Rashi’s commen-
tary, although they are absent from earlier 
manuscript editions.

The first words in this week’s Torah por-
tion read: “Now Jacob was settled in the 
land where his father had sojourned…”  
The Bible then narrates the story of Jacob’s 
son Joseph and how he is sold into slavery 
by his brothers.

Rashi, quoting the Midrash, comments: 
“Jacob wished to dwell in peace and tran-
quility but immediately was beset by 
Joseph’s troubles and tribulations.”

These words imply that it was some-
how improper for Jacob to desire a calm 
and serene existence. The comment even 
suggests that Jacob was punished for his 
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wish by suffering the disappearance, and 
supposed death, of his favored son.

Why? What possible sin would Jacob 
have committed by hoping for tranquil-
ity? Had he not suffered enough during 
his years of exile? Were the family crises 
described in detail in last week’s parsha not 
sufficient torture?

Rabbi Yehuda Leib Alter (the second 
Rebbe of Gur), the author of the Sfat Emet 
(“Lips of Truth”), a profoundly insightful 
Chassidic work, suggests that the calm 
and peaceful life is not necessarily the reli-
giously desirable. Such a life is conducive 
to complacency.

“What God wants from the Jew,” he 
writes, “is for him to have a life of constant 
toil in the service of His Blessed Name, 
because there is no limit to striving for 
perfection.”

The Torah’s ideal is a life of action and 
involvement in worldly affairs. The Torah 
rejects the attitude of detachment and pas-
sivity which is implicit in the teachings of 
Eastern religions.

The Torah cannot envision the good life if 
that life is without challenge. Achievement 
of inner peace is not the ultimate value, 
especially not if it results in withdrawal 

from responsible action within society.
The author of the Sfat Emet led his flock 

and wrote his works in the latter half of 
the 19th century. But the important lesson 
he taught was expressed about a century 
before, in the words of Rabbi Moses Chaim 
Luzzato, the 18th-century Italian mystic, 
whose work Mesilat Yesharim (“The Path of 
the Just”) contains the following demand-
ing passage:

 A man must know that he was not 
created to enjoy rest in this world, but to 
toil and labor. He should, therefore, act 
as though he were a laborer working for 
hire. We are only day laborers. Think of 
the soldier at the battlefront who eats in 
haste, whose sleep is interrupted, and who 
is always prepared for an attack. “Man is 
born to toil” (Job 5:7).

 The teaching of both of these authors 
was anticipated by this passage in the 
Talmud (Berakhot 64a), as translated and 
elucidated in the Koren Talmud Bavli:

 Torah scholars have rest neither in this 
world nor in the World-to-Come, as in both 
worlds they are constantly progressing, 
as it is stated: “They go from strength to 
strength, every one of them appears before 
God in Zion.”

The differences between the ideolo-
gies of Judaism and other religions are 
sometimes subtle and hard to define. But 
in contrasting Judaism with the religions 
of the Far East, the differences are quite 
clear. The latter promise inner peace and 
serenity and advocate detachment. Juda-
ism makes no such promises. It tells us that 
life is all about struggle and challenge, and 
it demands that we be actively involved in 
improving the world. 

לעילוי נשמת אבינו היקר
ישראל בן בצלאל ויענטא בלומא ז"ל

Dedicated in loving memory
of  our dear Father

Cyril Newman z”l
 כ' כסלו

On his 7th Yahrzeit
Judith Berger, Zale Newman,
Chaviva Braun and families
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The Heroism 
of Tamar

This is a true story that took place in the 
1970s. Rabbi Dr Nahum Rabinovitch, then 
Principal of Jews’ College, the rabbinic 
training seminary in London where I was 
a student and teacher, was approached by 
an organisation that had been given an 
unusual opportunity to engage in inter-
faith dialogue. A group of African Bishops 
wanted to understand more about Judaism. 
Would the Principal be willing to send his 
senior students to engage in such a dia-
logue, in a chateau in Switzerland?

To my surprise, he agreed. He told me 
that he was sceptical about Jewish-Chris-
tian dialogue in general because he 
believed that over the centuries the Church 
had been infected by an antisemitism that 
was very difficult to overcome. At that time, 
though, he felt that African Christians were 

different. They loved Tanach and its stories. 
They were, at least in principle, open to 
understanding Judaism on its own terms. 
He did not add - though I knew it was in his 
mind since he was one of the world’s great-
est experts on Maimonides - that the great 
twelfth-century Sage held an unusual atti-
tude to dialogue. Maimonides believed that 
Islam was a genuinely monotheistic faith 
while Christianity - in those days - was not. 
Nonetheless, he held it was permitted to 
study Tanach with Christians but not Mus-
lims, since Christians believed that Tanach 
(what they called the Old Testament), was 
the word of God whereas Muslims believed 
that Jews had falsified the text.1 

So we went to Switzerland. It was an 
unusual group: the semichah class of Jews’ 
College, together with the top class of the 
yeshiva in Montreux where the late Rabbi 
Yechiel Weinberg, author of Seridei Esh and 
one of the world’s foremost halachists, had 
taught. For three days the Jewish group 
davenned and bentsched with special inten-
sity. We learned Talmud each day. For the 
rest of the time we had an unusual, even 
transformative, encounter with the African 

1  Maimonides, Teshuvot HaRambam, Blau 
Edition (Jerusalem: Mekitzei Nirdamim, 
1960), no. 149.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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Bishops, ending with a chassidic-style tisch 
during which we shared with the Bishops 
our songs and stories and they taught us 
theirs. At three in the morning we finished 
by dancing together. We knew we were 
different, we knew that there were deep 
divides between our respective faiths, but 
we had become friends. Perhaps that is all 
we should seek. Friends don’t have to agree 
in order to stay friends. And friendships 
can sometimes help heal the world.

On the morning after our arrival, an 
event had occurred that left a deep impres-
sion on me. The sponsoring body was a 
global, secular Jewish organisation, and to 
keep within their frame of reference the 
group had to include at least one non-or-
thodox Jew, a woman studying for the 
rabbinate. We, the semichah and yeshiva 
students, were davening the Shacharit ser-
vice in one of the lounges in the chateau 
when the Reform woman entered, wearing 
tallit and tefillin, and sat herself down in 
the middle of the group.

This is something the students had not 
encountered before. What were they to do? 
There was no mechitzah. There was no way 
of separating themselves. How should they 
react to a woman wearing tallit and tefil-
lin and praying in the midst of a group of 
davening men? They ran up to the Rav in a 
state of great agitation and asked what they 
should do. Without a moment’s hesitation 
he quoted to them the saying of the Sages: 
A person should be willing to jump into a 
furnace of fire rather than shame another 
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chairs, table or other furniture 
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Does any of your Furniture 
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makeover?
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The reason I tell this story here is that it 
is one of the powerful and unexpected les-
sons of our parsha. Judah, the brother who 
proposed selling Joseph into slavery (Gen. 
37:26), had “gone down” to Canaan where 
he married a local Canaanite woman. (Gen. 
38:1) The phrase “gone down” was rightly 
taken by the Sages as full of meaning.3 Just 
as Joseph had been brought down to Egypt 
(Gen. 39:1) so Judah had been morally and 
spiritually brought down. Here was one 
of Jacob’s sons doing what the patriarchs 
insisted on not doing: marrying into the 
local population. It is a tale of sad decline.

He marries his firstborn son, Er, to a 
local woman, Tamar.4 An obscure verse 
tells us that he sinned, and died. Judah 
then married his second son, Onan, to her, 
under a pre-Mosaic form of levirate mar-
riage whereby a brother is bound to marry 
his sister-in-law if she has been widowed 
without children. Onan, reluctant to father 
a child that would be regarded as not his 
but his deceased brother’s, practised a form 

3  According to midrashic tradition (Mid-
rash Aggadah, Pesikta Zutreta, Sechel Tov 
et al.), Judah was “sent down” or excommu-
nicated by his brothers for convincing them 
to sell Joseph, after the grief they saw their 
father suffer. See also Rashi ad loc.
4   Targum Yonatan  identifies her as  the 
daughter of Noah’s son Shem. Others 
identify her as a daughter of Abraham’s con-
temporary Malkizedek. The truth is, though, 
that she appears in the narrative without 
lineage, a device often used by the Torah to 
emphasise that moral greatness can often be 
found among ordinary people. It has noth-
ing to do with ancestry. See Alshich ad loc.

person in public. (See Brachot 43b, Ketubot 
67b) With that he ordered them back to 
their seats, and the prayers continued.

The moral of that moment never left 
me. The Rav, for the past 32 years head of 
the yeshiva in Maaleh Adumim, was and is 
one of the great halachists of our time.2 He 
knew immediately how serious were the 
issues at stake: men and women praying 
together without a barrier between them, 
and the complex question about whether 
women may or may not wear a tallit and 
tefillin. The issue was anything but simple. 
But he knew also that halachah is a system-
atic way of turning the great ethical and 
spiritual truths into a tapestry of deeds, and 
that one must never lose the larger vision 
in an exclusive focus on the details. Had the 
students insisted that the woman pray else-
where they would have caused her great 
embarrassment. Never, ever shame some-
one in public. That was the transcending 
imperative of the hour. That is the mark of 
a great-souled man. One of the great privi-
leges of my life was to have been his student 
for over a decade.

2  This essay was originally written by 
Rabbi Sacks in 2015. Rabbi Dr. Nachum 
Rabinovitch was Rabbi Sacks’ Rav, his Rabbi, 
teacher, and mentor. He sadly passed away 
in 2020, a few months before Rabbi Sacks. 
To read more from Rabbi Sacks about Rabbi 
Rabinovitch, please see the Covenant & Con-
versation essay entitled “My Teacher: In 
Memoriam”, written for Matot-Masei.

Mazal Tov to  
Chana & Roy Karp

on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson
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of coitus interruptus that to this day carries 
his name. For this, he too died. Having lost 
two of his sons, Judah was unwilling to give 
his third son, Shelah, to Tamar in marriage. 
The result was that she was left as a “living 
widow,” bound to marry her brother-in-law 
whom Judah was withholding, but unable 
to marry anyone else.

After many years, seeing that her father-
in-law (by this time a widower himself) 
was reluctant to marry her to Shelah, she 
decided on an audacious course of action. 
She removed her widow’s clothes, covered 
herself with a veil, and positioned herself at 
a point where Judah was likely to see her 
on his way to the sheep-shearing. Judah saw 
her, took her to be a prostitute, and engaged 
her services. As surety for the payment he 
had promised her, she insisted that he leave 
her his seal, cord and staff. Judah duly 
returned the next day with the payment, 
but the woman was nowhere to be seen. He 
asked the locals the whereabouts of the tem-
ple prostitute (the text at this point uses the 
word kedeshah, “cult prostitute,” rather than 
zonah, thus deepening Judah’s offence), but 
no one had seen such a person in the local-
ity. Puzzled, Judah returned home.

Three months later he heard that 
Tamar was pregnant. He leapt to the only 
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selling Joseph as a slave – becomes the man 
willing to spend the rest of his life in slavery 
so that his brother Benjamin can go free. 
(Gen. 44:33) I have argued elsewhere that 
it is from here that we learn the principle 
that a penitent stands higher than even a 
perfectly righteous individual.6 Judah the 
penitent becomes the ancestor of Israel’s 
Kings while Joseph the Righteous is only a 
viceroy, mishneh le-melech, second to the 
Pharaoh.

Thus far Judah. But the real hero of 
the story was Tamar. She had taken an 
immense risk by becoming pregnant. 
Indeed she was almost killed for it. She 
had done so for a noble reason: to ensure 
that the name of her late husband was 
perpetuated. But she took no less care to 
avoid Judah being put to shame. Only he 
and she knew what had happened. Judah 
could acknowledge his error without loss of 
face. It was from this episode that the Sages 
derived the rule articulated by Rabbi Rab-
inovitch that morning in Switzerland: it is 
better to risk being thrown into a fiery fur-
nace than to shame someone else in public.

It is thus no coincidence that Tamar, a 
heroic non-Jewish woman, became the 
ancestor of David, Israel’s greatest King. 

6  Brachot 34b. Jonathan Sacks, Covenant 
and Conversation Genesis: The Book of 
Beginnings, pp. 303-314.

conclusion he could draw, namely that 
she had had a physical relationship with 
another man while bound in law to his son 
Shelah. She had committed adultery, for 
which the punishment was death. Tamar 
was brought out to face her sentence, 
and Judah instantly noticed that she was 
holding his staff and seal. She said, “I am 
pregnant by the person to whom these 
objects belong.” Judah realised what had 
happened and proclaimed, “She is more 
righteous than I” (Gen. 38:26).

This moment is a turning-point in his-
tory. Judah is the first person in the Torah 
explicitly to admit he was wrong.5 We do 
not realise it yet, but this seems to be the 
moment at which he acquired the depth of 
character necessary for him to become the 
first real baal teshuvah. We see this years 
later, when he – the brother who proposed 

5  The text here is full of verbal allusions. 
As we noted, Judah has “gone down” just as 
Joseph has been “brought down.” Joseph is 
about to rise to political greatness. Judah 
will eventually rise to moral greatness. Tam-
ar’s deception of Judah is similar to Judah’s 
deception of Jacob - both involve clothes: 
Joseph’s blood-stained coat, Tamar’s veil. 
Both reach their climax with the words 
haker na, “Please examine.” Judah forces 
Jacob to believe a lie. Tamar forces Judah to 
recognise the truth.

LET MY PEOPLE KNOW
Palestine Authority has enacted laws to pay killers a Jew, along  with the family of the murderers- for 
life. Time has come for organizations, governments & businesses to condition all funds for the PA on 

the repeal of  "Pay for Slay" law. 
Does this not affect you?  If the PA honored those who killed your parent, sibling or child with a 

monthly murder fee, how would you react?  
Info: IsraelBehindTheNews.com
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

There are striking similarities between 
Tamar and the other heroic woman in 
David’s ancestry, the Moabite woman we 
know as Ruth.

There is an ancient Jewish custom on 
Shabbat and festivals to cover the challot 
or matzah reciting Kiddush. The reason is 
so as not to put the bread to shame while it 
is being, as it were, passed over in favour 
of the wine. There are some very religious 
Jews who, unfortunately, will go to great 
lengths to avoid shaming an inanimate 
loaf of bread but have no compunction in 
putting their fellow Jews to shame if they 
regard them as less religious than they are. 
That is what happens when we remember 
the halachah but forget the underlying 
moral principle behind it.
Never put anyone to shame. That is what 
Tamar taught Judah and what a great Rabbi 
of our time taught those who were privi-
leged to be his students. 
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Amos, a contemporary of the 
prophets Yish’ayahu, Micha and 
Hoshe’a, was a simple shepherd 

by trade who was called upon by G-d to 
deliver words of admonition and warning 
to the wayward nation of Israel.  He begins 
his words by taking an overview of the 
sins of Israel’s neighbors, explaining that 
Hashem’s mercies would allow one, two 
and three transgressions to go unpunished 
but, by the fourth offense, He will bring 
retribution upon that nation.  And so, the 
opening chapters review the wrongdoings 
of Aram, Philistia, Phoenicia, Amon, Moav 
and even Yehuda.  Our haftarah, however, 
begins with the navi’s focus upon the sins 
of Yisra’el, the target of his prophecies.  
Amos decries the moral corruption of 
the people, both in matters regarding the 
treatment of their fellow men and those 
regarding their relationship with G-d.  
Most important for our purposes is his 
opening accusation of the nation’s judges 
who were “selling the innocent for money,” 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

decrying the widespread bribery that filled 
the land.  Our Rabbis saw in the words “al 
michram bakesef tzaddik,” literally “selling 
a righteous man for money”, an allusion to 
the sale of Yosef Hatzaddik found in today’s 
parasha.

But that is not the only echo of the events 
in our parasha.  The navi goes on depicting 
examples of the sinful behavior of Israel 
including “v’ish v’aviv yelchu el hana’arah,” 
both child and father defile G-d’s name by 
going to the same maiden.  And, although 
not considered a sin in the parasha, we 
do read of the incident when Yehuda, 
the father, is intimate with his sons’ wife, 
unaware of who she was. Likewise, the 
tale of Yosef and his brothers found in the 
parasha marks the beginning of the story 
of Israel’s eventual settlement and enslave-
ment in Egypt, while the haftarah reminds 
the nation that the G-d they’ve abandoned 
had taken them out of Egyptian slavery.

Most interesting, I believe, is the final 
section of the prophetic reading in which 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים



OU ISRAEL CENTER         25

054-723-3863  

Jerusalem real estate is my business
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. Call for 
more info

Magical garden apt for sale in BAKA, 229 sqm 
built cottage with 300 sqm of registered garden. 
Please call for more info.

In the Quadra complex on MEKOR CHAIM street, 
109 sqm duplex with 25 sqm garden, 3 
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. Registered 
parking and storage, pool and gym for residents, 
underfloor heating and central air. Great 
community atmosphere. PRICE 3,700,000 NIS

New mini-penthouse in OLD KATAMON, 104 sqm 
with 60 sqm terrace, registered parking and 
shabbat elevator.  PRICE 4,600,000 NIS  

Magnificent penthouse of 191 sqm on one floor, 
30 sqm terrace, amazing views of the old city 
and beyond. ARNONA AREA CLOSE TO BAKA. 
Ready to move in. Call for more info

New project in the GERMAN COLONY: new 
construction, underground parking, every apt 
with a sukka terrace. Finished in 3 years. 
STARTING PRICES AT 3,000,000 TO 6,600,000 
NIS

In the heart of BAKA, 140 sqm duplex. Great 
views, elevator and shared parking. 
PRICE 4,400,000 NIS !!!!!

Fantastic finished luxury building with 
underground parking, shabbat elevator and 
sukka terrace 100 sqm available and larger 
apartments available in heart of TALBIYA. Call 
for more info

130 sqm Duplex Cottage In ARNONA. For 
Renovation. Asking 3,800,000 NIS. 
CALL RACHEL : 0525466425

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

Eta 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il 
Rachel: 052-546-6425

the prophet declares that there are no coin-
cidences; that all takes place by the will of 
G-d.  The story of Yosef is one that under-
scores that very theme.  Here we have a 
seemingly simple story of human emotions: 
love, pride, jealousy and anger which lead 
to foreseeable consequences.  Yet when 
seen in a wider view, as Rashi indicates, it 
all led to the fulfilment of Hashem’s prom-
ise to Avraham that his generations would 
be enslaved in a strange land.

It is significant to point out that we will 
be lighting the first Chanukah light in but 
a few days. When marking the events of 
“Chag HaUrim” we often we look at the 
supernatural, the miraculous lights of 
the menorah in the Beit Hamikdash that 
remained burning for eight full days. But 
the story of Chanukah is, like the story of 
Yosef, a seemingly simple tale of human 
emotions and human efforts, but, in the 
end, it fulfilled the will of Hashem. 

G-d’s promises are eternal and unchang-
ing.  G-d’s will – will be done. Sometimes 
through Divine miracles, and sometimes 
through Human efforts. But always, Hash-
em’s will is done. 

And we are charged with recognizing 
these “coincidences” as a revelation of 
G-d’s hand - even when it is hidden. 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

How Sweet  
it is!
ארחת  והנה  ויראו  עיניהם  וישאו  לחם  לאכל  וישבו 

ישמעאלים באה מגלעד וגמליהם נשאים נכאת וצרי ולט 

הולכים להוריד מצרימה. )בראשית לז:כה(

And they sat down to eat a meal, and 
they lifted their eyes and saw, and behold, a 
caravan of Yishmaelites was coming from Gil-
ead, and their camels were carrying spices, 
balm, and lotus, going to take [it] down to 
Egypt. (Bereshit 37:25)

The brothers throw Yosef in the pit, and 
then they sit down to eat. Soon enough, they 
see a caravan of Yishmaelites passing, carry-
ing sweet-smelling, aromatic spices. Hazal 
wonder about this – since when do Yishma-
elite merchants carry aromatic spices? They 
were actually known to sell foul-smelling 
products. So, why this time did they carry 
pleasant merchandise? Rashi on this pasuk, 
suggests that it was out of respect for Yosef. 
He was being exiled to Egypt. The least he 
could have was a pleasant journey.

On the surface this seems a bit strange.  
Yosef was undoubtedly lonely and 

depressed at this juncture.  He was rejected 
by his brothers and he had no idea where 
he would eventually settle.  So, the sweet fra-
grance was going to make him feel better? 
How would pleasant merchandise make 
any difference to Yosef in his situation? 

A similar question may be raised with 
respect to Chanuka.  The gemara inquires 
 and Rashi interprets this statement - מאי חנוכה
as an inquiry with respect to which miracle 
was the holiday of Chanuka declared. The 
gemara then resolves that it was with respect 
to the miracle of the pach shemen that con-
tained enough oil to light the menorah for 
one day, yet miraculously it lasted for eight 
days.  Wouldn’t one have thought that the 
more significant miracle was the defeat by 
the outnumbered Jewish army of the mighty 
Greek troops?  This saved our nation from 
extinction.  Why is the emphasis here on the 
seemingly less significant miracle?  

To answer both the significance of the 
sweet fragrance and the miracle of the pach 
shemen, Rav Chaim Shmulovitz in Sihas 
Musar explains as follows. In both instances 
Hashem portrayed his love and concern.   
Yosef was going through terribly trying 
times. The pleasant-smelling spices were a 
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slight movement on Hashem’s part, a wink, 
so to speak, to show Yosef that Hashem was 
at his side. That small notion from Hashem 
gave Yosef the strength and the optimism to 
continue, knowing that he was not alone, 
but that he had Hashem with him.  

Similarly, after the Greeks defiled the 
mikdash, Hashem performed a miracle to 
literally “enlighten” the people, to indicate 
God’s affection for their standing up in His 
honor!   

Imagine that a family lost a valuable dia-
mond that it had in their possession.   After 
several hours one of the children was able 
to find the valuable gem.  Of course every-
one in the family Is relieved and perhaps 
ecstatic.  Yet, the father’s kiss on the child’s 
forehead is an extra bonus of affection that 
provides the child with an added sense of 
pride and satisfaction.  

When Klal Yisrael go through difficult 
times, there’s often a wink from Hashem, 
or a kiss on our forehead to remind us that 
He is with us. Perhaps He is hidden, but He 
is definitely present. We have to look for and 
find the little notion from Hashem hidden 
within the challenge. Within every difficult 
challenge, Hashem threads a glimmer of 
hope, a silver lining around the cloud. It is 
up to us to recognize this communication 
from Hashem and to comprehend that He 
is with us throughout our challenges and 
triumphs. 
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Determining 
Direction

The Torah is not a book of simple sto-
ries; each incident contains an in-depth 
world of hashkfah. One such example is 
the story of Yosef Hatzadik looking for his 
brothers. As he wanders, he meets a man 
who asks him, “mah tevakesh?”, to which 
Yosef Hatzadik replies that he is search-
ing for his brothers. The man responds, 
“nasu mezeh”, they already left this area 
and I overheard them saying they were 
going to Dotan. (Bereisheet 37;15-17) Why 
is this conversation necessary? In fact, if 
his destiny was to end up in Egypt, why 
couldn’t the Midyanites have found him 
there and brought him directly to Mitz-
rayim without involving his brothers at 
all?

Rashi teaches that the man that Yosef 
met was none other than Malach Gavriel. 
He spoke, as the Ramban notes, in a way 
that could be interpreted on multiple 
levels, yet Yosef did not understand the 
deeper level. Yosef understood that they 
left the physical space where he thought 

to find them; while the angel was intimat-
ing that they had left their relationship 
of brotherhood. Rav Wolbe in Shiurei 
Chumash, adds that the language of the 
passuk suggests this as the man said, “they 
left mezeh”. Zeh always implies pointing to 
something, in this case, the angel points to 
Yosef himself to insinuate, “your brothers 
have left you”.

Rav Sorotzkin in Oznayim Latorah 
notes that Hashem specifically sent an 
angel here to highlight that this episode 
was the beginning of the galut experience. 
The time had come for the Jewish people 
to go down to Egpyt and begin implement-
ing the Divine plan. Part of that plan had 
to include the sale of Yosef as a catalyst for 
their bondage. Had the Midyanites found 
Yosef at that point, before his encounter 
with his brothers, one could wonder why 
it was necessary for the Jews to endure 
the many years of torturous servitude in 
Egypt for no apparent reason. 

The beauty of this dialogue notes Rav 
Rice in Merosh Tzurim, is the precise 
orchestration of these events. Had the 
man not appeared at that exact moment, 
had he not overheard the conversation 
of the brothers prior, the course of his-
tory would have looked very different. 
Hashem arranges the specific maneu-
verings of people and events to carry out 
His will. Indeed, this is the first principle 
of faith of the Rambam; we believe that 
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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Hashem is the master of all that occurs in 
this world, and he oversees everything. 
We can habituate ourselves to continually 
say, “im yirtzeh Hashem”, if Hashem wills. 
It reminds us of our limitations and our 
complete dependence on Hashem.

Rav Shternbach in Ta’am Veda’at adds 
that this episode reinforces our belief that 
Hashem leads each person on his path in 
life. The angel is a prototype; each encoun-
ter in every journey is directed from 
Above. The Ba’al Shem Tov relates how 
sometimes a person may travel far and 
although he thinks his purpose is to reach 
a certain destination, really, he was sent so 
that his wagon driver can say a brachah in 
a certain location. Our vision is so limited. 
We can only guess where we go and why 
we go there.

On a deeper level, this dialogue encap-
sulates a lesson that Yosef must take with 
him as he heads towards the next step in 
his journey, says the Kotzker Rebbe. As he 
was about to descend into his personal 
galut and endure many experiences, the 
angel was giving Yosef Hatzadik a valu-
able tool in perspective. The angel asked 
him, “mah tevakesh”, what do you seek? 
The Kotzker Rebbe continues, this must 
be a constant question as we go through 
life; What is our goal? What is our vision? 
What do we seek? It is when we can clearly 
answer this question that we will live a life 
of focus and meaning. 

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!



30     TORAH TIDBITS 1444 / VAYEISHEV 5782

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

With Fire!
Isaac Babel was a Russian journalist 

and playwright, acclaimed as the greatest 
writer of Russian Jewry. Conscripted as a 
soldier he eventually became a correspon-
dent in the Russian cavalry, and later wrote 
of the heinous exploits of the violent Cos-
sacks in his book, Red Cavalry. Professor Eli 
Weisel, zy’a, often spoke of Babel’s ongoing 
crisis of identity and seeming appreciation 
for violence and bloodthirst, and shared a 
story, related by his talmid muvhak, Rav Dr. 
Ariel Burger:

While traveling across Poland and the 
Ukraine with the Russian army, Babel’s 
battalion arrived in the shtetl of Cher-
nobyl. While he was far from observance 
and Jewish values, Babel had somehow 
not forgotten his holy roots. Upon hearing 
there was a famous Rabbi in the town, he 
decided he would go ‘set him straight’ and 
tell him that the world had evolved, that 
Jewish history was over and religion was 
no longer relevant. 

And so he set out to find Rebbe Shlomo 
Ben Zion Twersky, zy’a, the Chernobyler 
Rebbe. The streets were empty, as all the 
Jews had fled or were hiding from the 
ruthless Cossacks. When he arrived at 
the home of the Rebbe, it was eerily quiet. 
Going from room to room, he found no 
one. Eventually, Babel reached the study, 

and to his surprise, there was the Rebbe, 
sitting peacefully, so completely engrossed 
in study that he didn’t even notice his stare. 
After a few long minutes, the Rebbe looked 
up from his sefer. Seeing beneath the sur-
face of Babel’s uniform, the Rebbe smiled, 
and warmly asked,  ‘My dear Jew, what can 
I do for you?’

Babel was completely stunned. Over-
whelmed by the presence and response of 
the tzadik, the Russian officer forgot what 
he’d been planning to say. Describing the 
experience, he wrote ‘...Suddenly, a cry 
that was not mine came out of my mouth… 
perhaps it was my grandfather’s; I heard 
myself say, “Rebbe, bless me with hislaha-
vus, please give me fervor!”

רֶֹעה  ָהָיה  ָנה  שָׁ ֵרה  ַבע־ֶעשְׂ ן־שְׁ בֶּ יוֵֹסף  ַיֲעקֹב  ּתְֹלדוֹת  ה  ֵאלֶּ

ָתם ָרָעה ֶאל־ בָּ צֹאן ְוהּוא ַנַער... ַויֵָּבא יוֵֹסף ֶאת־דִּ ֶאת־ֶאָחיו בַּ

ֲאִביֶהם:

These are the generations of Yaakov: 
when Yosef was seventeen years old, being a 
shepherd, he was with his brothers with the 
flocks, and he was a lad… and Yosef brought 
evil tales about them to their father. (37:2)

Our sedra thus begins by introducing 
the generations of Yaakov, their dwellings 
and journeys. At the same time, it pinpoints 
what lies at the root of their wanderings 
and descent to the depths of Mitzrayim 
— namely, Yosef’s ‘disconnect’ from his 
family and community, and his being sold 
into slavery, exiled when he was a mere 
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seventeen years old.
Regarding the birth of Yosef earlier in 

Sefer Bereishis, Rashi comments on the deep 
connection between father and son and 
frames the reason that Yosef is singled out 
as his father’s ‘offspring’ or ‘generations’:
ֶאל־ָלָבן  ַיֲעקֹב  ַוּיֹאֶמר  ֶאת־יוֵֹסף  ָרֵחל  ָיְלָדה  ר  ֲאשֶׁ כַּ ַוְיִהי 

ֵחִני ְוֵאְלָכה ֶאל־ְמקוִֹמי ּוְלַאְרִצי: לְּ שַׁ

It came to pass when Rachel had borne 
Yosef, that Yaakov said to Lavan, “Send me 
away, and I will go to my place and to my 
land.” (30:25) 

On the other hand, Yosef’s separation 
and descent is also the beginning of Am 
Yisrael’s reunion and victorious ascent out 
of exile. In our sedra, Rashi cites the pasuk 
in Sefer Ovadiah (1:18), והיה בית יעקב אש ובית 
 comparing Yosef to a ,יוסף להבה ובית ,עשו לקש
flame emanating from the fire of Yaakov, 
and likening Eisav — representing the 

Sunday 5.12 - "The Story of a Menorah"- an evening of 
candle lighting, sufganiyot and a unique Italian menorah 

information and tickets:  | 02-5801144 | Hillel St. 25, Jerusalem moija.org

Art projects for the whole family
Tours in English and Hebrew

at the U. Nahon Museum of Italian Jewish Art!
26 Kislev- 1 Tevet 30.11-5.12
"Precious Light" menorah exhibition for Hanukkah
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nations that exile us and distance us from 
our souls’ purpose — to stubble and straw. 
A fire (Yaakov) without a flame (Yosef) does 
not burn anything (Eisav) at a distance (our 
lowly exile). 

Rashi continues:
יוסף בטח  אש בלא להבה אינו שולט למרחוק, משנולד 

יעקב בהקב"ה ורצה לשוב:

“A fire without a focused flame is inef-
fective”; it is only the flame of Yosef which 
is Sholeit  m’rachok, capable of controlling 
and ruling over distances, and this is the 
flame that will eventually consume ‘Eisav’. 
In the presence of this flame, Yaakov him-
self is motivated to part with Lavan and 
return home to his Land. 

As the Sfas Emes explains, the “eish of 
Yaakov” is a metaphor for the fire of Torah, 
while the levhavah, the flame of Yosef, is the 
hislahavus, the passion and enthusiasm we 
cultivate in our Torah study and fulfilment 
of its mitzvos. 

Sometimes one may feel far removed 
from mitzvah observance and see our-
selves as living in a way which is not ideal. 
We may feel alienated or even exiled from 
aspects of Yidishkeit or communal life, 
distant from hislahavus in Torah study or 
mitzvos. However, the more removed from 
someone or something that our soul truly 
loves and desires, the more we may long 
for reconnection and reunion. This is the 
expression of the flame of Yosef, represent-
ing the lehavah that is sholeit  m’rachok, 
that reaches and rules over great distances. 
No matter how far we may feel, the fire of 
our Jewish soul continues to burn, and can 
emanate forth like a flame to consume our 
exile and illuminate the darkness. 

This week we prepare to reveal the pow-
erful flames of Chanukah.

Our Sages explain that the Divine light, 
the presence of the Shechinah, does not 
express itself in this world מעשרה  ,למטה 
“beneath ten tefachim from the ground”, 
however, on Chanukah, the Divine light 
does descends below ten tefachim, reach-
ing the lowest places and illuminate every 
forgotten corner and crevice. According to 
Kabalistic tradition, the menorah is placed 
below ten tefachim, to represent the spiri-
tual poverty and fallen, exiled state of Klal 
Yisrael at the time of Chanukah. Countless 
Jews had become Hellenized, assimilating 
into Greek culture, the Beis haMikdash had 
been impurified and they even seemed 
to appreciate that. Indeed, it appeared to 
them as if Jewish history was over and fiery 
Torah study and mitzvah observance was 
no longer relevant.

The miracle of Chanukah touches even 
those who struggle to find meaning and 
connection throughout the year feel moved 
to take part in the avodah of Chanukah. The 
lights of the menorah shine outward with 
great reach and universal appeal, warming 
the souls of those who feel far away, and 
reuniting them with their soul and family. 
On Chanukah, no Jew is far, for these flames 
are sholeit m’rachok, illuminating the lowest 
‘places’ in our lives, below ten tefachim.

May we allow the flames to summon 
the parts of us that struggle to embrace 
our true brilliance. May they awaken our 
passion for mitzvos and our hislahavus for 
Torah, and may we all be reunited at last 
in Yerushalayim, and behold the inaugura-
tion of the Beis haMikdash and the kindling 
of the golden menorah in great joy. 
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reflects that he had more material assets 
than he needed. Esav smugly boasted of 
his wealth and flaunted his acquisitions. 
After all, he was a hunter who, in our 
parlance, became a wealthy man proudly 
portraying his personal prowess and 
never entirely satisfied, wanting more.

Yaakov, in comparison, talks about 
his possessions, invoking the beneficence 
Hashem bestowed upon him. For he had 
previously left Eretz Yisrael with but a 
staff in his hand. Following Rashi, when 
Yaakov confirms to Esav that “I have 
everything,” he means he had enough for 
his needs. Nothing of benefit to him had 
been spared. As such, he was thankful and 
content.

However, the Sefat Emet raises a ques-
tion: How can people declare that they 
have everything? Clearly, that is not the 
case: everybody lacks something! But, 
notably, for the Sefat Emet, the term KOL 
has more than material overtones; the 
message is metaphysical.

For when one appreciates that any-
thing that exists in this world emanates 
from Hashem and derives its physical exis-
tence and vitality from the Higher Source, 
then every substance is KOL – complete 
and perfect and sufficient. That thought, 
perhaps, is what we might wish for our-
selves and others to contemplate.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

When 
Anything is 
Everything

When we wish our family or friends 
that they be blessed with everything, what 
do we mean? Do we mean to say that all 
their wishes come true and that their 
basket of good tidings and material suste-
nance should overflow? Or do we intend 
that the recipients of our blessings have all 
that’s necessary for a good life?

Looking at the interaction between 
Yaakov and Esav after they finally meet 
might offer some insight on this matter. 
We recall that after their initial “embrace” 
and introductions, Yaakov entreats Esav to 
accept his generous gift, thus, to appease 
his brother.

Esav’s initial response is that “I have 
plenty” (Yesh Li ROV), and he desists from 
accepting Yaakov’s gift. Yaakov then begs 
Esav to take his present because “God has 
been gracious to me, inasmuch as I have 
everything” (Vechi Yesh Li KOL) (Bereishit 
33:9,11).

Notably, there is a subtle difference in 
how each of the brothers reflected on their 
wealth and material independence. 

Rashi notes that when Esav remarked 
that he had “plenty,” that statement 
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Vayeishev: 
Living in 
Israel and 
Living “Israel” 

Yosef goes through a lot. Barely escaping 
death, he is sold into a bitter life a slavery, 
only to climb the ranks and become the 
“butler” of his master’s estate. He is spared 
from the hard labor which was typically 
imposed upon common slaves. Sadly, he is 
falsely accused of sexual misconduct and 
imprisoned in a dungeon. Once again, this 
slave can’t be repressed and he quickly 
rises to the top, becoming the assistant 
foreman of the jail – attending the needs 
of his fellow prisoners. After being almost 
entirely forgotten, he is liberated from jail, 
appearing before the supreme monarch of 
Egypt. Deciphering this emperor’s puzzling 
dreams, Yossef’s meteoric rise continues, 
and he is designated as viceroy of the larg-
est superpower of ancient civilization. At 
every stage of his journey his talents are 
recognized, and he is eagerly embraced by 
his surrounding ‘society’. From the wealthy 
mansions of nobility, to a gloomy jail cell, 
to royal palaces, the country of Egypt has 
welcomed and adopted this man. 

Egypt may embrace Yosef but he doesn’t 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

fully embrace Egypt. He always identifies 
as an “Ivri”- a person from a different Land, 
to the North of Egypt. He always remains 
“the other” belonging to a different Land 
and to a different culture. He is accused 
by his master’s wife as an עברי slave who 
has harassed her. Years later he is recom-
mended to Pharo as an Ivri man or an איש 
 who can decode dreams and puzzling עברי
visions. Despite his uncanny success in 
integrating himself into Egyptian society, 
osef always retained an independent iden-
tity of an Ivri. He barely spent seventeen 
years in the Land of Israel, and he would 
never again return to his homeland. Yet he 
preserved his “Israeli consciousness” and 
his identity of belonging elsewhere. As the 
Midrash articulates he was מודה בארצו living 
with a sense of belonging elsewhere.  

Where Yosef succeeded, Moshe – our 
greatest leader –did not. He too was warmly 
embraced by a foreign culture. Growing up 
entirely in Egypt, he never spent a day in 
his homeland of Israel. Furthermore, he 
was reared in the inner chambers of Egyp-
tian royals- in the lap of Pharo. Yet despite 
all this, he, like Yosef, was expected to iden-
tify with a different Land and a faraway 
place. He may thrive in a local culture but 
he belongs elsewhere. 

At a very early stage of his career, Moshe 
fails to fully succeed in this identity chal-
lenge. Something about him says he is an 
Egyptian and not an Ivri. Escaping with 
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his life to Midyan, he rescues shepherd girls 
from aggressive cattlemen. Reporting to 
their father, the girls relate that they were 
rescued by an Egyptian man or an איש מצרי. 
Moshe is immediately invited to their home, 
but he never corrects their error in referring 
to him as an Egyptian. He never contends 
that he isn’t an “Egyptian” but rather an 
עברי  ,Living amidst Egyptian nobility .איש 
he doesn’t “fully” identify with the Land of 
Israel and his Jewish identity- at least not as 
deeply as Yosef did. Years later, this minor 
miscue would come back to haunt Moshe.

Fast forward about 110 years, and 
Moshe is barred from the Land he so deeply 
yearns to enter. He pleads with Hashem to 
rescind the decree but to no avail. As a last-
ditch effort, he argues that he should enter 
“along” with the bones of Yosef, which he 
had so lovingly guarded during forty years 
of desert hiking. If Yosef’s coffin will enter, 
why shouldn’t he? After all, neither he 
nor Yosef lived their adult lives in Israel. 
Yosef was driven from the Land at the age 
of seventeen and Moshe never actually 
lived there. Evidently, prior residence in 
Israel isn’t a pre-condition for entering the 
Land. Why should Yosef’s body enter and 
Moshe’s be buried in a nondescript grave 
in the hills overlooking the border of israel? 

Hashem denies Moshe’s request, justify-
ing Yosef’s entry. Although neither person 
actually resided as an adult in Israel, Yosef 
still deeply identified with his Land. By 
tenaciously maintaining his identity as an 

We Pay More 4 Gold & Diamonds 
https://cash4gold.money/

Get the best value for your Jewelry Gold & Diamonds

Ph: 0556868939

עברי  Yosef reinforced his association ,איש 
with the Land of Israel. He was מודה בארצו. 
By contrast, by allowing himself to be desig-
nated an איש מצרי without objecting, Moshe 
did not sufficiently associate with the Land 
of Israel. Two people, neither of whom 
spent their adult lives in Israel. Yet, one 
deeply identified with the Land and one 
less so. Despite their being united through 
forty years of a tiring desert journey, their 
fates now part. Yosef’s bones enter while 
Moshe remains at the doorstep, taking a 
loving glance of a Land he would never 
stride upon. 

Not every Jew will enjoy the great priv-
ilege of living in Israel. It is the dream 
of every Jew, but until history is fully 
redeemed, it is an honor which not every 
Jew will realize. Some will be obstructed 
by external roadblocks while others may 
be inhibited by lack of desire. Either way, 
until our people are fully redeemed, it is 
a privilege of a select group of Jews who 
enjoy this historical award. 

Those who don’t actually live in Israel 
must face Yosef’s challenge. Can they 
deeply live Israel even without actual res-
idence IN Israel? Is Israel a deep part of 
their identity and Jewish consciousness? If 
it is, they have passed the Yosef test. They 
have walked down the trail which Yosef 
the איש עברי blazed- to live outside the Land 
while deeply affiliating with the Land. 
Those who don’t live in Israel and also don’t 
“live Israel” fail the test of Jewish history. 
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As we look forward with antici-
pation and prepare for Chanuka 
this coming week, I’d like to 

reflect upon and offer a new perspective on 
one of the most familiar concepts associated 
with Chanuka. We are all familiar with the 
formula proscribed by halacha as to how we 
are to kindle our Chanuka lights, by lighting 
one candle on the first night of Chanuka, 
and adding one candle for each subsequent 
night, in accordance with the opinion of 
Beit Hillel, that one must always seek to 
increase and ascend in holiness, rather than 
decrease- maalin b’kodesh v’ein moridin.

Most of us associate this principle, and 
the entire mitzva  to kindle Chanuka lights, 
with the Talmudic account of the nes pach 
hashemen- the miracle of the small jar of oil 
that the Chashmonaim  found hidden away, 
which burned for eight days instead of one.

It is interesting to note that there is an 
alternative version of the story of Cha-
nuka which appears in the early rabbinic/
midrashic collection known as the Pesikta 

Rabbati. In this account, upon entering the 
Beit Hamikdash, which was defiled by the 
Greeks, the Chashmonaim find not a small 
jar of oil, rather shmoneh shipudei bar-
zel- eight iron spears, which they bound 
together as a makeshift menora and lit eight 
lights within this makeshift menora. 

In this version of the story, the Chash-
monaim find the Beit HaMikdash in a 
complete state of impurity, and even the 
menora was either destroyed or rendered 
impure and unusable. In that challenging 
moment, rather than despair, they found 
those eight iron spears, weapons that had 
been used for destruction and harm, the 
spoils of war, and bound them together to 
restore light and holiness within the walls 
of the Beit HaMikdash ,and the entire world.

Reb Tzadok HaKohain MiLublin zy’a, 
points to this midrash, and suggests that the 
eternal message of Chanuka is actually quite 
clear- when there is a will, there always is a 
way. When we put our minds and hearts to 
serving Hashem, even in seemingly trying 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center
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times or difficult circumstances, we can 
often find new strength and discover new 
opportunities to achieve and bring goodness 
into the world

Perhaps this depiction of what transpired 
when the Chashmonaim re-entered the Beit 
HaMikdash, is an even stronger illustration 
of the halachic principle of maalin bkodesh 
v’ein moridin-taking those weapons, those 
vessels intended to cause harm, and ele-
vating those very vessels into something 
sacred, to become the conduit to restore 
the lights of holiness both within the Beit 
HaMikdash,and subsequently the light that 
lives on through each of our chanukiot as 
well.

Ultimately the yom tov of Chanuka  is 
meant to inspire each of us to look at the 
world through the proverbial lens of maalin 
bkodesh vein moridin- to seek opportunities 
to transform that which might be mundane 
or even profane, and elevate those very 
items and circumstances and make them 
sacred.

May our Nerot Chanuka, inspire each of 
us to see the great opportunities that exist 
each and every day to experience growth 
and transformation, to sanctify the mun-
dane and profane, maalin bkodesh v’ein 
moridin....Chanuka Sameach! 

William A. Gerber 
02-6480195

NOTARY PUBLIC 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik’s 
Chanukah 
Lessons (P. 2)
Making a Miracle Great

Rabbi Josheph Soloveitchik suggested a 
dramatic comparison between the flames 
of the menorah and the flames of the burn-
ing bush that Moshe encountered in the 
wilderness. It is noteworthy, said the Rav, 
that Moshe did not describe the event of 
the burning bush as miraculous. He simply 
referred to the bush as ha’mareh hagadol 
hazeh, “this great sight.” What does it mean 
by “this great sight”? Apparently the fact 
that it was miraculous was not interesting 
to Moshe. 

The most important feature of this site is 
whether or not it will be impactful and life 
changing. It is “a great sight” in the fact that 
it produces change and it produces results. 
“Not always is it necessary for an event to be 
miraculous in order for it to be great, and 
not always is every miraculous event a great 
event.” In other words, no matter how mirac-
ulous it is, it is very small if it is wasted. The 
greatness of a miracle is in “man’s ability to 
turn a miracle into a great creative event.” 
(The Rav Thinking Aloud pp.21- 24)

Why did the Sages in the time of Chanu-
kah not immediately establish the holiday 
of Chanukah (Shabbat 21b)? The Rav said 
that the answer is simple. The Sages waited 
to see the results of the wondrous events. 
If life had remained status quo after the 
miracle as before the miracle the festival 
of Chanukah would never have come into 
existence. It took a year to investigate and 
explore and only then did the Sages pro-
claim Chanukah as a festival.

The Rav commented that within the 
context of the modern miracles of the 
State of Israel the question that must be 
contemplated is if these miracles have 
been appropriately appreciated and have 
brought about a change. Only then can 
we determine the greatness of the miracle 
(Ibid, p. 24).

Yosef and Chanukah
There is symbolism in every detail of the 

Jewish calendar. The Rav taught that the 
timing of the  Torah readings that fall out 
during Chanukah have significant meaning 
for the holiday itself. 

Strikingly, the Joseph story is front and 
center this time of year. A common denom-
inator between Yosef and Chanukah is the 
clash of cultures and the heroic Jewish 
spirit to courageously remain faithful in 
a threatening culture and environment  
“Joseph’s mission was to demonstrate that 
enormous success, unlimited riches, admi-
ration, prominence, and power are not 
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in conflict with a saintly covenantal life.” 
(Days of Deliverance, p. 163)

Yosef consistently showed great 
restraint and heroic determination in the 
face of a foreign culture and its seductive 
way of life. The Maccabees and the Chash-
monaim similarly were tested and stood 
firm in the face of great pressure and 
provocation.

“Before the children of Abraham became 
involved in that adventure of exile and ser-
vitude, a basic truth had to be established; 
whether or not it is possible for the cove-
nantal community to spend so many years 
in a land that is not theirs and not lose its 
identity. Jacob and Joseph both proved 
that.” (Ibid., p. 162)

Furthermore, the Rav turns our atten-
tion to a second theme that has profound 
relevance for Chanukah. He highlighted the 
fact that a major theme of the Yosef story 
was reconciliation between the brothers, 
and the teshuva that the brothers did. The 
Rav explained that it was insufficient just to 
remove the physical tumah [impurity] form 
the Temple, but the spiritual tumah had to 
be removed, and Israel had to do teshuva. 
The penitence by the Chasmonaim led to 
reconciliation with the Hellenists, with 
their return to Judaism. Thus Chanukah 
was the culmination of this teshuva, similar 
to the weekly portions recounting the story 
of Yosef and his brothers.

Shabbat and Chanukah Candles
In Jewish life there are two mitzvot that 

require the kindling of lights: Shabbat and 
Chanukah candles. The Rav compared the 
two and demonstrated that each represents 
a different notion and objective.

Shabbat candles are meant to be 

FOR SALE

BAKA/GERMAN COLONY 
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE 

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION

QUIET OFF STREET  
NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

NIS 7,300,000
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enjoyed. These candles serve the purpose 
of all lamps. Namely, to enable one to 
escape the darkness and benefit from its 
illumination. It is a useful light, meant to 
illuminate our homes on Shabbat.

However, the flames of Chanukah were 
declared unusable and enjoyable: assur 
lehishtamesh le-ora (Shabbat 21b). One 
must not use the lights of Chanukah for 
identification of objects, nor may one eat, 
read, or do work by its light. 

These halachic guidelines hint to a pro-
found symbolic meaning of the two lights. 
There is a light that is similar to the sun 
which illuminates and makes things vis-
ible. However there is another kind of 
light that can be compared to a remote 
star which neither illuminates nor shines, 
however it does guide.

“In other words, a candle is at times the 
symbol of a bright light; at other times, it 
is a symbol of remoteness, of unlimited 
stretches, of guidance from afar. The 
candles of Hanukkah is a light of the lat-
ter kind; it is lit not to illuminate, but to 
address itself to us from vast, dark spaces, 
to tell us to move along invisible paths.” 
(Days of Deliverance p. 177)

The Rav brilliantly directs our atten-
tion to the Menorah of the Temple. Here 
we find that its light is actually obscured 
and was not easily detected. How so? The 
Menorah was lit daily in the same area 
the vapors and fog of the incense filled 

the same space. “Every morning, when 
he dresses the lamps, shall he make [the 
incense] burn...When Aaron lights the 
lamps at dusk shall he make [the incense] 
burn” (Shemot 30:7-8). When Aaron lights 
the Menorah he does not expect it to shine 
brilliantly. Rather this light represents the 
God that at times is hidden and yet we can 
sense that even His remoteness He guides 
everything and that Divine harmony and 
cosmic peace prevail throughout creation. 
(Ibid. p. 178)

Our lighting of the Menorah corre-
sponds to what happened in the days of 
Chanukah. There was no obvious miracle 
or wondrous intervention from above. 
There was no prophet leading the way or 
charting a course for the nation. 

“The Chanukah festival commemorates 
an era of hester panim. The people who 
committed apostasy and joined the Greeks 
were our own brethren...the heavens were 
closed. Not a single ray of light penetrated 
the mist of skepticism...No prophet prom-
ised a reward, no vision inspired them, no 
message gave them solace. It was an act 
of faith par excellence.This is the message 
to the generations: “Do not believe that 
our people is abandoned of God” (II Macc. 
7:16). (Ibid., p.176)

Chanukah celebrates the unwavering 
faith of a Jew even when the heavenly 
signs are obscured and only a tiny flicker 
of illumination can be detected. 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
donated by Marion & Michael Silman

Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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The "Safe at Home" program  promotes an 
active and healthy lifestyle. Jerusalem's 

seniors can receive free advice and assistance 
in installing safety equipment in the home to 

help prevent falls and accidents.

Safe at
Home

Free - The Municipality of Jerusalem 
is offering its senior residents the 

"Safe at Home" program.

To schedule a free installation, call now:
The Municipality Hotline 106, extension 6
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Rama (CM 370:2) rules that part-time mbk 
is permitted. Therefore, Rav Ovadia Yosef 
(Yabia Omer VII, CM 6), regarding buying 
lottery tickets, which he equates to mbk, 
forbids it for Sephardim and permits it 
for Ashkenazim. Other poskim (see Rav A. 
Shapira in Techumin V; Teshuvot V’han-
hagot IV, 311) argue that the Shulchan 
Aruch would permit lotteries because one 
expects to lose, he receives a lottery ticket 
with value, the rival gamblers do not inter-
act, and/or because the money is taken 
by the lottery authority, not any specific 
counterpart.  

Your case lacks one of the Rama’s (CM 
207:13) conditions – mbk involves no 
skill, giving him less room for irrational 
optimism. In this case, any friend might 
think that he has a great chance to win, 
and therefore lack full intent to surrender 
money. There may also be technical prob-
lems, such as whether the money is found 
in a place in which a kinyan can take effect 
when the winner is determined (Rama 
ibid.).  Therefore, we will look for other 
grounds to permit it.

The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 258:10) 
rules that one who made a conditional obli-
gation to tzedaka cannot exempt himself 

Challenge 
with 
Monetary 
Prize 

Question: As fun motivation, several 
friends are pooling 180 NIS each, which 
we will give to the one who raises the 
most money for our shul. Is this forbidden 
gambling? 

Answer: The gemara (Sanhedrin 24b) 
gives two reasons why a mesachek b’kubia 
(=mbk – gambler) is pasul l’eidut (unfit to be 
a witness): 1) Rami Bar Chama – Because 
of asmachta (the loser of a bet did not plan 
to lose/pay), a gambler is a thief; 2) Rav 
Sheshet – A mbk’s life is unproductive, mak-
ing him untrustworthy. The gemara says 
the practical difference is if the gambler 
also has productive activity. According to 
most, Rav Sheshet considers a mbk’s obli-
gation valid. 

The Rambam (Eidut 10:4; Gezeila 6:10) 
and Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 
370:1-2) mix between the approaches – mbk 
violates (each time) Rabbinic-level thievery 
even though he is pasul l’eidut only if he is a 
full-time mbk. The losing party’s agreement 
to pay is insufficient because it is likely to 
not be whole-hearted (S’ma 370:3). The 

David Bedein, Director
DONATE PROPERTY TO US NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION OPERATING IN ISRAEL.

Receive IRS tax deductible receipt; Info: call   
(in Israel) 02 6236368  (in US) 215 240 3919
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

due to asmachta. Arguably, since your 
motivation is noble (funds for a shul), this 
might apply. However, that will not suffice 
here because the question is about intent 
that one’s money will end up by his coun-
terpart, and the shul is just background. 

There may be a way of dealing with the 
limitations of asmachta, by strengthening 
the agreement by doing an act of kinyan 
(like a chatan does at the wedding) and hav-
ing it take effect mei’achshav (immediately) 
and/or doing it in front of a distinguished 
beit din, or writing that it was done in front 
of such a beit din (see Shulchan Aruch, CM 
207:14-15). This would apparently make it 
permitted according to the Rama but not 
the Shulchan Aruch (Bemareh Habazak 
(new edition) VI:95). To avoid machloket, 
because the details are not simple, and 
to avoid halachic ploys to remove moral 
issues (see Aruch Hashulchan, CM 207:35), 
we should look for a natural way to remove 
the stain of mbk.

A likely claim is that no one’s intent is 
to make money, but to create motivation 
and/or to make things fun. This is reminis-
cent of the practice of many good Jews to 
play dreidel on Chanuka for money. On the 
other hand, some require modifications 

or allow it only on Chanuka (see opinions 
and a compromise in Nitei Gavriel, Cha-
nuka, p. 307-308; see also Shulchan Aruch, 
Orach Chayim 322:6). Also, you are not 
talking about small coins. Without know-
ing the group, we would not preclude the 
possibility someone could start off with a 
nonchalant attitude but could end up com-
petitive and resentful over such things.

Therefore, while you might not have a 
problem and/or might be able to use the 
beit din chashuv system, we recommend 
the following (or equivalent) “mehadrin” 
modification. The pot is given to some-
one who will use the money for the shul, 
a get-together, etc. At his discretion, he will 
use some of the money for a modest prize 
object (not money) for the winner (based 
on Yabia Omer ibid.). 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Choosing 
Traits

Last time we saw the Talmudic discus-
sion between Rabbi Akiva and Turnus 
Rufus. The latter suggested that changing 
the world, even improving it, goes against 
the Divine plan. We must leave the world 
as it is and view God’s plot unfold. Rabbi 
Akiva took a very different approach; we 
are obligated to improve the world and, 
in so doing, become active partners in the 
Divine plan. God wants us to “interfere”, 
and help His children.

Of course, we follow Rabbi Akiva, and so 
this source suggests that we are obligated 
to utilize any medical advance that eases 
pain and suffering. We must develop med-
ical procedures that will eradicate disease 
and promote health.

But this source does not set limits to 
such endeavors. Can we use any medical 
advance even when there are negative 
side effects and unwanted outcomes? Is all 
medicine “kosher” and every procedure 
permitted?

Clearly there must be limits to medical 
advance and the use of potentially harmful 
techniques. Who can set such limits? Who 
is warranted to make such decisions?

There is another problem with genetic 
testing of fertilized eggs; we create embryos 

in the laboratory and remove genetic mate-
rial, enabling us to run a scan and test the 
entire genetic makeup of the fertilized egg. 
Any embryo containing unwanted traits is 
discarded.

This raises a serious ethical question, 
based on our judgment of unwanted 
traits. Can we make a decision that certain 
genetic traits are unwanted and must be 
eradicated? When the unwanted trait is 
a potentially fatal disease it is medically 
warranted, and is intuitive that we seek to 
eradicate such a disease. It is also halachi-
cally permitted.

However, there are many cases that are 
not so clear cut and are not fatal diseases 
but unwanted traits. We have already dis-
cussed the case of a carrier of a recessive 
genetic abnormality. Who can decide that 
this is an unwanted trait?

This is beyond a medical question and 
it becomes a judgment call and an ethical 
issue. Can a couple decide that a particular 
trait is undesirable and they would like any 
embryo carrying this trait to be destroyed? 
Do patients have complete autonomy to 
make such decisions and undergo a medi-
cal procedure to eradicate such a trait?

Let us consider one example; gender 
selection. Can a couple decide that they 
would like to have a child of a particular 
gender, let us say a girl, and thus any male 
embryo is to be discarded?

More on this next time 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         61OU ISRAEL CENTER         47

CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.

בס"ד

R

E

G

I

S

T

R

A

T

I

O

N

 

O

P

E

N

!

C

O

U

R

S

E

 

B

E

G

I

N

S

F

E

B

R

U

A

R

Y

 

2

0

2

1

We repair tiled roofs.

Detect and repair leaks.

Repair rain gutter
35 years experience in the �eld!

Numerous 
recommendations 

from satis�ed 
customers!

We repair and replace old rain gutters,
Repair and renovate tiled roofs,

Renovate and repair sof�ts  / detect leaks,
Seal closed balconies.

PVC wooden fences, wooden �oors and decks
Pergolas and tiled roofs, enclose balconies.   

Professional work / Personal service
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A new spacious and bright 4-bedroom, 140 SQM 
apartment with a balcony. Accessible. 
Leib Yaffe Street,  4,690,000 NIS 
A lovely 3-bedroom apartment, 152 SQM with a 
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Mekor Haim Street, 4,300,000 NIS 
An excellent 4-bedroom, 126 SQM apartment with a 
spacious garden. 
Derech Beit Lechem Street, 4,850,000 NIS 
A beautiful 5-bedroom, 145 SQM on the 11th floor 
with  amazing panoramic views!  
Korei Hadorot Street 
A unique, renovated 3-bedroom, 87 SQM apartment 
with a garden "in use." 
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Gilinski Real Estate 
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Kislev 
Shemitah 
Update

Work in the garden
The shemitah year is here and the pro-

hibitions of working the land already apply 
in full.

As the days get shorter and the tem-
perature drops, plants need less water. If 
you water manually, take this into account 
and water your plants less. If you have an 
automatic watering system in your gar-
den, it’s a good idea to reduce the amount 
of water and space out watering times to 
avoid overwatering your plants and harm-
ing them.

Grass also grows slower during this 
time, so you can mow the lawn less often. 
Even so, throughout the entire shemitah 
year, don’t let your grass grow too tall and 
keep it trimmed close to the ground. 

Start preparing now to prevent Spring 
weeds. Spray herbicides before heavy 
rainfall.

Fruit 
Only fruit that began to grow during the 

shemitah year has kedushat shevi’it. Most 
fruits in the marketplace began growing 
before the shemitah year, so they do not 
have kedushat shevi’it. 

Exceptions: pitaya, kobo, and dragon 
fruit in supermarkets began growing 
during shemitah. Make sure you buy these 
fruits in stores with shemitah kashrut cer-
tification. (Passionfruit will join this list 
later on this month; many [who treat it like 
a vegetable] maintain that it has kedushat 
shevi’it already).

Vegetables
Any vegetable or herb/tea leaves that 

was harvested during shemitah has kedu-
shat shevi’it, in our gardens as well as the 
many vegetables in the markets. Now it 
is very important to make sure to buy 
vegetables and herbs only with a kashrut 
certification, and it is recommended to con-
sume produce with kedushat shevi’it.

At this time of the year, we are con-
cerned that most vegetables were planted 
after the beginning of shemitah, and they 
may be prohibited to eat due to the sefichin 
prohibition (if purchased in a place without 
kashrut certification). Exceptions include 
root and hard vegetables: sweet potato, 
onion, carrot, butternut squash, pumpkin, 
horseradish, beets, celeriac (celery root), 
parsley root, and arum.

Important: as opposed to what was 
posted on the shemitah calendars at the 
beginning of the year, hot peppers may be 
sefichin starting in Kislev, while fennel may 
be sefichin already last month. 

רפואה שלמה דוד חנוך בן יהודית איטה
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

In Memory 
of Eliyahu 
David Kay z”l

On the surface, both of them were 
educators. The cursed terrorist Fadi 
Abu-Shkhaydam taught religious stud-
ies at the Islamic Rashidiya school in East 
Jerusalem. Eliyahu Kay, on the other hand, 
worked as a guide at the Western Wall. 
What an unfathomable difference between 
a religion of death and a religion of life.

One ordered his wife and children to 
leave the country before he committed 
his murderous act. The other brought his 
family to Israel, his brothers and parents 
simply following in his footsteps by making 
aliyah. He had been planning a wedding 
with his fiancee, which was to take place 
in the coming months.

He felt that when working at 
the Kotel he was completely 
living his dream

One was a member of Hamas’ Temple 
Mount contingent. He prayed there, hear-
ing and delivering sermons that promoted 
terrorism. The other stood every day at 
the entrance to the Kotel where he greeted 

each visitor and guest, 
spoke to them about 
the city, and regaled its 
beauty. He was espe-
cially moved by those 
from the Diaspora 
who sent him pieces 
of paper upon which 
prayers were written; 
he dutifully slipped them between the 
stones of the Kotel. Several days ago, Eli-
yahu told a friend that after years in the 
army, in yeshiva, and in agriculture, he 
felt that when working at the Kotel he was 
completely living his dream. He had just 
finished Sunday morning prayers at the 
Kotel and was murdered wrapped in his 
tefillin while holding “Likutei Sichot” (Col-
lected Talks) of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

When the Holy Temple stood, mourn-
ers would enter from the exit gates in order 
that everyone present would see them, 
stop, comfort them, and say: “May the One 
who dwells in this house console you.” 
May all of us be consoled.  

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Renovated 3 bedroomRenovated 3 bedroomRenovated 3 bedroom

furnished apartment.furnished apartment.furnished apartment.

Kashered for Pesach,Kashered for Pesach,Kashered for Pesach,

sleeps 7.sleeps 7.sleeps 7.

Excellent location inExcellent location inExcellent location in

JerusalemJerusalemJerusalem   

on Rechov Halamed Hey.on Rechov Halamed Hey.on Rechov Halamed Hey.

PESACH
Freedom this

at Katamon Rental

ב"ה

www.KatamonRental.com

Jerusalem
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Emily Stemp
ChashModiin 
Madricha
The Colors of 
Complexity

In Parshat Vayeshev, Yaakov presents 
Yosef, his favorite son and “ben zekunim”, 
with a special cloak called a ketonet pas-
sim. Rashi quotes the midrash in Bereishit 
Rabbah to explain that the term “Passim” 
is an acronym signifying Yosef’s future 
troubles, specifically that he would work 
for Potiphar and be sold between Socharim 
(merchants), Ishmaelim and Midianim. 

This Midrashic depiction of the ketonet 
passim runs counter to the “technicolor 
dream coat” we may imagine. Was Yosef’s 
cloak a symbol of Yaakov’s love for his 
favorite son, or a somber allusion to the suf-
fering that Yosef was destined to endure? 

 The Midrashic understanding of the 
ketonet passim need not contradict our 
positive perception of the robe; rather, 
the uniqueness of the ketonet lies in its 
dualism. The cloak can be viewed as both 
a token of Yaakov’s profound emotional 
attachment to Yosef and also as a symbol 
of the strength and support that Yosef 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

would need when facing the challenges 
that awaited him.

If Yosef’s brothers had understood this 
deeper meaning of the ketonet passim, and 
that Yosef’s ketonet was also a necessary 
tool for him to withstand the imminent 
challenges, perhaps they would have been 
able to curb their envy. 

We must always remind ourselves that 
even when others seem to possess attri-
butes or assets that we lack, jealousy is not 
a logical or effective method to improve our 
situation. Each gift comes with an array of 
challenges that, sometimes, may be the 
very reason for the gift. We must recognize 
that Hashem bestows gifts upon each of us 
that are laden with meaning and exactly 
suited for our individual needs. Instead of 
coveting the gifts of others, let us strive to 
understand and use our own God-given 
talents and qualities while valuing the 
experiences that allow us to develop and 
shape them.

Adira Marcus
10th Grade, 
Chashmonaim
History Changed 
by a Fly

Hashem works in mysterious ways. If 
I told you that Hashem could change the 
world by using the most insignificant of 
creatures... like a fly, you’d think I was crazy.
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In this week’s Parsha, the Torah 
describes the events that led to Yosef 
becoming the viceroy of Egypt.  It begins 
with Yosef being sold by his brothers 
and then taken down to Egypt. There, he 
worked for Potiphar, and eventually he 
was thrown in jail. While imprisoned, 
Yosef met Pharoah’s butler, who was jailed 
because of a fly found in Pharoah’s cup. 
Yosef helped interpret the butler’s dream, 
and thereafter the butler was freed. In 
next week’s Parsha we see Pharoah need-
ing help interpreting his dream.  The 
butler, knowing Yosef’s skill, told Pharoah 
to summon him from jail. Eventually, after 
interpreting Pharoah’s dream correctly, 
Yosef became the viceroy of Egypt. Years 
later, due to a famine in Eretz Canaan, 
Yosef’s brothers went down to Egypt. All 
of these events eventually led to enslave-
ment, redemption, and the establishment 
of our great nation. 

If we think about it, the course of his-
tory was changed by one little, seemingly 
insignificant, fly. If that one fly had not 
landed in Pharoah’s wine cup, the butler 
would not have been in jail. He would 
not have met Yosef. Yosef would not have 
been freed, and the whole redemption 
from Egypt would not have happened in 
the same way. This shows how Hashem’s 
smallest of acts, using the tiniest creatures, 
changed the course of history, the future, 
and the world as we know it.

Shabbat shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

CASPI St. – Garden apartment in a boutique building,  
4 rooms (115m) private entrance, bright, parking

3220000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed street 
with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) +  
2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,  2 car parks,  
private entrance - rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT- Spacious 3 room 
apartment, renovated, high floor, Shabbat elevator, 
Succah balcony with paoramic view, storeroom, 
parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, quiet, 
close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral street, 
huge garden (138m2), possibility to add 45 m2, 
renovated, close to the Train Station, 

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

Shifra & Rivka Homes in Rechavia/Shaarei Chessed!
• Exclusive! Large 4 room bright 
apartment! Massive balcony, 
views, parking, elevator.  
3.9m NIS  Ben David lease land 
(option to buy lease)
• Very rare 148m apartment with massive balcony 
(around 70m), views, elevator! 8.5 m NIS
WE WOULD LOVE TO HELP YOU FIND, SELL OR RENT  YOUR APARTMENT!
Shifra lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnick 0526965596

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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Real Life Rescues 
Rescuing A Teen From A Pit With No 
Water
Two weeks ago on Wednesday afternoon, a young teenager fell into an open pit approximately 
4-5 meters deep at a construction site near the Kibbutz of Ma’ayan Baruch in the northern 
Galilee. His uncle called emergency services for help after he was unable to reach his nephew 
or extricate him from the pit.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT and chapter head of the Emek HaHula region, Vicki Tiferet, 
was on her way home from taking care of some errands when she received the alert to the 
emergency. She quickly changed directions and rushed to the location indicated on her 
emergency communications device. 

When Vicki arrived, she was the first emergency medical service (EMS) responder at the 
scene. 

As she waited for Fire and Rescue crews to arrive and assist with the extrication, she brought 
her full complement of medical equipment with her and began to calm the worried uncle. 

“I had no idea what condition the boy was in as we couldn’t see him, so I brought all of my 
equipment and began setting it up so that I would be able to treat him immediately once he 
was extricated,” Vicki recounted. “As I am a part of the Psychotrauma and Crisis Response 
Unit (PCRU), I prepared myself to provide psychological and emotional treatment should that 
be needed.” 

When the Fire and Rescue Crews extricated the boy from the pit, approximately 30 minutes 
later, Vicki was the first to look him over and check him for injuries. The boy sustained a 
twisted ankle and light abrasions but thankfully nothing more serious than that, at least not 
physically. “Both he and his uncle were really shaken up emotionally,” Vicki said. “The boy 
sustained some light injuries which I treated but also required some emotional stabilization 
at the scene before he was transported 
to the hospital.” 

 Vicki concluded by saying: “I am glad 
that I was in the area and able to 
respond and help the boy. He needed 
more than some bandages, and thanks 
to the training I have both as an EMT and 
as part of the PCRU I was able to treat 
him on both levels, the physical and the 
emotional. This is why I volunteer, so 
that I can help those in need when they 
need it. I am thankful that this boy didn’t 
sustain worse injuries and that he is now 
healing.”

1221
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SETTING up the 
CHANUKIYA
One should prepare his Chanukiya well 
in advance of lighting time, so that there 
will not be a delay in lighting at the proper 
time. Especially so on Friday because 
things get hectic as Shabbat approaches. 
(And especially NOT SO for Motza”Sh 
lighting - no preparation for lighting after 
Shabbat may be done on Shabbat). 

Some have the custom of setting up their 
Chanukiya in the morning for the eve-
ning (this goes for every day – except 
Shabbat, of course). This not only serves 
the practical purpose, as above, but it 
also commemorates the practice in the 

Chanukah  
Laws and 
Review

Beit HaMikdash called Hatavat HaNeirot, 
whereby the Kohen (Gadol) tended the 
Menora and prepared it in the morning 
for kindling in late afternoon. Since our 
lighting on Chanukah directly commem-
orates the lighting of the Menora in the 
Beit HaMikdash, this suggestion provides 
a nice “added touch” to the mitzva and 
symbolism.

AL HANISIM is added to every 
Amida and Birkat HaMazon throughout 
Chanukah. There is no reference to Cha-
nukah in BRACHA MEI’EIN SHALOSH 
(a.k.a. AL HAMICHYA).

Forgetting AL HANISIM does NOT 
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invalidate either the Amida or Birkat 
HaMazon. That means that neither is to be 
repeated because of the omission. 

However, if one realizes the omission 
before the end of the Amida, AL HANISIM 
can be said right before YIHYU L’RATZON, 
with the modified introduction, below. In 
Birkat HaMazon, an omitted AL HANISIM 
becomes a HARACHAMAN, right before 
HARACHAMANHU Y’ZAKEINU, as follows 
(there are variant texts for this)...

ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָלנּו ִנִּסים ְוִנְפָלאֹות ְּכֵׁשם ֶׁשָעִׂשיָת 
ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַּבָּיִמים ָהֵהם ַּבְּזַמן ַהֶּזה, ִּביֵמי ַמִּתְתָיהּו...

BRACHOT 
before 
LIGHTING
Brachot should be 
recited BEFORE 
beginning to light 
the candles. This 
complies with the 
general rule for 
Brachot of Mitzva, 
that they be recited 
immediately before 
performance of the mitzva, if possible. 
This means, that on the first night, wait 
until all three brachot are said before 
lighting the candle. And, even on the 
eighth night, don’t start lighting the can-
dles until you finish both brachot.

(Some hold that this applies to the first 
b’racha - the mitzva b’racha, but not nec-
essarily to the other b’rachot. Check with 
your Rav if you are not sure which opin-
ion to follow.)

PLACEMENT of the 
CANDLES
Opinions differ, but a common practice is 
to place the first candle (or oil cup) in the 
right side of the Chanukiya. If one lights at 
the doorpost, then the first candle should 
be closest to the doorpost, even if it is the 
left side of the Chanukiya. From the second 
night on, the custom (one of the customs) 
is to place the candles (or all) from right to 
left, and to light it, left to right.

At the doorpost, one adds it from the door-
post out, and lights 
it starting with the 
candle closest to the 
doorpost.

ESSENCE and 
HIDUR
The essential perfor-
mance of the mitzva 
of Chanukah is the 
lighting of a single 
candle each night. 
The custom that we 

follow of increasing the number of candles 
each night is a HIDUR MITZVA (enhance-
ment of the mitzva).

It is because the first candle you light fulfills 
the mitzva, that the b’rachot should be said 
before any lighting.

One practice that has developed because 
of the distinction between the first candle 
and the others, is to begin reciting/sing-
ing HANEIROT HALALU after the first 
candle is lit, while lighting the others. 

“One should not just 
light the Chanukah 

candles (and sing Maoz 
Tzur) and then go on to 
business as usual, but 
rather one should look at 
the candles for a while, 
ponder G-d’s miracles”
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Alternatively, one can wait until the light-
ing is done to say HANEIROT HALALU. 
Stick to family practice, unless good rea-
son to switch.

RIGHT after LIGHTING
One should not just light the Chanukah can-
dles (and sing Maoz Tzur) and then go on 
to business as usual, but rather one should 
look at the candles for a while, ponder 
G-d’s miracles, spend some time with the 
family talking about the message of Chanu-
kah and how it relates to our time, play a 
little dreidel, sing a song or two, have a spe-
cial Chanukah snack, have some Chanukah 
fun. And most importantly, the learning 
of TORAH should be part of lighting. It is 
recommended to learn some Torah, share 
a Dvar Torah, have a family shiur... right 
after candle lighting (or sometime in the 
evening). 

The decrees of the Greeks included a ban 
on learning Torah. Our celebrating Cha-
nukah marks our freedom from Greek 
oppression, including the ability to 
learn Torah in public 
without fear. So let’s 
do just that!

INDOORS/
OUTDOORS
The original place for lighting and dis-
playing of the Chanukiya was outdoors at 
the entrance to one’s home or courtyard.

Over many generations in exile, where 
lighting outdoors was inconvenient 
(weather-wise) to say the least, 

and often dangerous (“neighbors”), the 
practice evolved to light indoors.

When lighting inside the home – for 
whatever reason - the one place that the 
Chanukiya should not be placed is where 
the Shabbat candles usually are. They need 
to be in an eye-catching, attention-grabbing 
location so they can serve their function of 
Publicizing the Miracles. Many people who 
have come to Israel, still light inside, at the 
window, as they had been doing in their 
countries of origin. Others have gone back 
to the original practice of lighting outdoors, 
which is common in Israel - especially in 
Jerusalem.

When lighting outdoors, the candles are 
usually protected from getting blown out 
by being placed inside a specially made 
box.

WHEN TO LIGHT  
Weeknights
There are two opinions as to when is the 
ideal time to light Chanukah lights during 

the week (i.e. except for Friday and 
Motza”Sh, when 
Shabbat affects the 
timing, as we will 
soon present).

Minhag Yerushalayim 
(which many, but not every-

one in Jerusalem follow – and some 
outside Jerusalem do follow) is to light 
with the setting of the sun.

Those who light with sunset should 
have already davened Mincha, 
and should subsequently daven 
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Maariv at the appropriate time.

THE OTHER OPINION
The “rest of the Jewish world” lights when 
the “light of the sun has left the sky”, i.e. 
Stars-Out a.k.a. Tzeit HaKochavim.

UNTIL WHEN?
Candles must burn at least a half hour after 
 This was the original .צאת הכוכבים
(time of the Gemara) time period 
after dark that people were still 
around outdoors and became the 
definition of the time range for 
PIRSUMEI NISA, publiciz-
ing the miracle.

Although in our 
day, people are out 
later than this time, 
the halacha only 
requires the half hour after 
stars-out.

However, it is recommended that one use 
longer candles or more oil to extend this 
time (somewhat), in recognition of the 
expansion of the current-day Pirsumei 
Nisa time-frame. We would further suggest 
that one’s candles should stay lit at least a 
half hour after the latest stars-out time, 
namely Rabbeinu Tam time. This is only a 
recommendation, not in any way meant to 
be a halachic ruling.

HOW EARLY can one 
LIGHT?
When necessary, one may light as early as 
PLAG MINCHA (1¼ halachic hours before 

sunset). This is by no means preferable, but 
if circumstances are such that you have to 
light early - leaving town, and the like, then 
PLAG is the earliest.

LIGHTING for שבת
It is preferable to daven Mincha before 
lighting Chanukah candles, but one should 
not miss out on a minyan to daven before 
lighting. Chanukah candles should be lit 

BEFORE Shabbat 
candles - even if 

different people 
are lighting each. 

Count on 5-10 
minutes before 

the posted Shab-
bat lighting time; 

adjust according 
to your household’s 

experience.

IN JERUSALEM...
Some follow the practice of delaying Shab-
bat candle lighting for 20 minutes 4:20 this 
year  (instead of the scheduled 4:00) and 
lighting Chanukah candles right before 
Shabbat candles.

For other cities where candle lighting is 30 
min. before sunset one should ask his/her 
local Rav.

HAVDALAH 
and CANDLE LIGHTING
The general practice, when lighting at 
home, is to say Havdalah before lighting 
the menorah.
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Celebrate Our Volunteers. Hear Their Stories. 
Support Their Lifesaving Efforts.

www.yearofvolunteer.com
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Chanukah CANDLE LIGHTING
KAVANA: One should have in mind to fulfill the Rabbinic Mitzva (with Torah backing) of 
NER CHANUKAH plus the HIDUR MITZVA of the extra candles (each night after the first).

One should acknowledge G-d and thank Him for the Chanukah miracles in particular, and 
for all His miracles and kindnesses in general.

ר  ֲאֶשׁ ָהעֹוָלם  ֶמֶלְך  ֱאֹלקינּו  ה'  ה  ַאָתּ רּוְך  ָבּ

ל(  )ֶשׁ ֵנר  ְלַהְדִליק  נּו  ְוִצָוּ ִמְצֹוָתיו  ְבּ נּו  ָשׁ ִקְדּ

ה. ֲחנָֻכּ

ָעָשׂה  ה ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ה. ַמן ַהֶזּ ְזּ ִמים ָהֵהם ַבּ ָיּ ים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבּ ִנִסּ

On the first night add:

ה ַמן ַהֶזּ יָענּו ַלְזּ ָמנּו ְוִהִגּ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיּ ה ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ׁשּועֹות ְוַעל  ְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתּ ים ְוַעל ַהִנּ ִסּ נו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנּ לּו ָאֽ רֹות ַהָלּ ַהֵנּ

ֲהֶניָך  ה, ַעל ְיֵדי כֹּ ְזַמן ַהֶזּ ִמים ָהֵהם ַבּ ָיּ ָעִשׂיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבּ ְלָחמֹות, ֶשׁ ַהִמּ

ָלנּו  ְוֵאין  ֵהן,  קֶֹדׁש  לּו  ַהָלּ רֹות  ַהֵנּ ה,  ֲחנָֻכּ ְיֵמי  ְשמֹוַנת  ְוָכל  דֹוִשים.  ַהְקּ

ְמָך  ֵדי ְלהֹודֹות ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשׁ ְלָבד, ְכּ א ִלְראֹוָתן ִבּ ֵהן, ֶאָלּ ׁש ָבּ ֵמּ ַתּ ְרׁשּות ְלִהְשׁ

יָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְיׁשּוָעֶתָך דֹול, ַעל ִנֶסּ ַהָגּ
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ַח. ֵבּ ָמעֹוז צּור ְיׁשּוָעִתי ְלָך ָנֶאה ְלַשׁ
ַח. ם ּתֹוָדה ְנַזֵבּ ִתי ְוָשׁ ִפָלּ ית ְתּ ִתּכֹון ֵבּ

ַח. ר ַהְמַנֵבּ ַח ִמָצּ ִכין ַמְטֵבּ ְלֵעת ָתּ

ַח: ְזֵבּ ת ַהִמּ יר ִמְזמֹור ֲחנַֻכּ ִשׁ ָאז ֶאְגמֹר ְבּ

ָלה ִחי ָכּ ָיגֹון כֹּ י ְבּ ָרעֹות ָשְׂבָעה ַנְפִשׁ

ְעּבּוד ַמְלכּות ֶעְגָלה ִשׁ י ְבּ י ֵמְררּו ְבקִֹשׁ ַחַיּ

ה גָֻלּ דֹוָלה הֹוִציא ֶאת ַהְסּ ּוְבָידֹו ַהְגּ

ְמצּוָלה: ֶאֶבן ִבּ ְרעֹה ְוָכל ַזְרעֹו ָיְרדּו ְכּ ֵחיל ַפּ

י ַקְטִתּ ם לֹא ָשׁ ִביר ָקְדׁשֹו ֱהִביַאִני ְוַגם ָשׁ ְדּ

י י ָזִרים ָעַבְדִתּ ּוָבא נֹוֵגׂש ְוִהְגַלִני ִכּ

י ָעַבְרִתּ ְמַעט ֶשׁ י ִכּ ְוֵיין ַרַעל ָמַסְכִתּ

י: ְעִתּ ְבִעים נֹוַשׁ ֶבל ְלֵקץ ִשׁ ֶבל ְזֻרָבּ ֵקץ ָבּ

ָדָתא ן ַהְמּ ׁש ֲאָגִגי ֶבּ ֵקּ רֹוׁש ִבּ רֹות קֹוַמת ְבּ ְכּ

ָתה ָבּ ְוִנְהָיָתה לֹו ְלַפח ּוְלמֹוֵקׁש ְוַגֲאָותֹו ִנְשׁ

מֹו ָמִחיָת ׂאָת ְואֹוֵיב ְשׁ רֹאׁש ְיִמיִני ִנֵשּ

ִליָת: ָניו ְוִקְנָיָניו ַעל ָהֵעץ ָתּ רֹב ָבּ

ים ַמִנּ יֵמי ַחְשׁ צּו ָעַלי ֲאַזי ִבּ ְיָוִנים ִנְקְבּ

ָמִנים ׁ ל ַהְשּ אּו ָכּ ַלי ְוִטְמּ ּוָפְרצּו חֹומֹות ִמְגָדּ

ים ִנּ ים ַנֲעָשׂה ֵנס ַלּׁשֹוַשׁ ּוִמּנֹוַתר ַקְנַקִנּ

יר ּוְרָנִנים: מֹוָנה ָקְבעּו ִשׁ ֵני ִביָנה ְיֵמי ְשׁ ְבּ

ָך ְוָקֵרב ֵקץ ַהְיׁשּוָעה ֲחׂשֹוף ְזרֹוַע ָקְדֶשׁ

ָעה ה ָהְרָשׁ ְנקֹם ִנְקַמת ֲעָבֶדיָך ֵמֻאָמּ

ָעה ְוֵאין ֵקץ ִליֵמי ָהָרָעה ׁ י ָאְרָכה ַהָשּ ִכּ

ֵצל ַצְלמֹון ָהֵקם ָלנּו רֹוִעים  ֵחה ַאְדמֹון ְבּ ְדּ
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הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, Nov 21 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  

was sponsored לעילוי נשמת  
Chaya Briendel bat Yaakov a”h,  

stepmother of D’vora Chana bat Bracha

Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim 
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

BAKA, GOOD DEAL! - 4 rooms, elevator, balcony, 
renovated, bright, quiet, storageroom, great 
location, only 2,700,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - Nice 4.5 rooms, 108m neto, 
stone building, Shabbat elevator, balcony with 
view, 3 directions, for renovation with potential, 
quiet, parking, exclusive, 3,550,000NIS

PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON - In a 
picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parking spots, rare!

GERMAN COLONY - Unique Property! Plot of 
more than 1 dunam, permit to build a great house 
with pool, huge garden, ground floor of Arabic 
style house, high ceilings, prime location. Rare!

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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 CHESED FUND
Important Announcement!

As of 1st December 2021,  
the Chesed Fund will be transferred to 
a registered non-profit Amutah (NGO) 

– “CHESED YITZCHAK VESHEINDEL” 
(#58964647).

· Be”h we shall continue to assist all  
the needy people served by the  
Chesed Fund these last 15 years.

· Donors will now receive tax benefits 
according to Se’if 46  

of the Israeli Tax Code.
· Menachem Persoff will continue to 

oversee the Fund  
as a board member of the Amutah.

Please continue to support  
this holy cause!

Checks should now be made out to:
“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHEINDEL”

Send by mail to
Chesed Yitzchak Vesheindel

POB 36156, Romema, Jerusalem
(Attention: Menachem Persoff)

For more information:  
Menachem Persoff -  

menpmp@gmail.com

make checks to: Rebbetzin S. Margolit
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Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?
Beit Tovei Ha’ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors, with 
Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events, and in-house 

medical care.

Come and enjoy your  
Golden Years in the 

City of Gold!

For more information please call
 Binyamin Margo  +972-544465276

www.tovei.co.il

Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier 
Retirement Community

36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem

Special offer for 5 
apartments only! 

Choose a gift and 
enjoy a three-month 
trial period with no 

commitment!* 

*Choose a gift of your choice: 
 Either an apartment furnished with the assistance of an interior designer 

* Or * free lunches for a year. 

Choice of  
private 

apartments

Delicious 
Mehadrin 

meals

70% English 
speakers 

Beit 
Midrash & 

Shiurim

Swimming 
pool, gym 

and spa

Rich 
cultural 
program

Medical 
care & 

security 
24/7

70%

2


