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The Colors of 
Complexity

In Parshat Vayeshev, Yaakov presents 
Yosef, his favorite son and “ben zekunim”, 
with a special cloak called a ketonet pas-
sim. Rashi quotes the midrash in Bereishit 
Rabbah to explain that the term “Passim” 
is an acronym signifying Yosef’s future 
troubles, specifically that he would work 
for Potiphar and be sold between Socharim 
(merchants), Ishmaelim and Midianim. 

This Midrashic depiction of the ketonet 
passim runs counter to the “technicolor 
dream coat” we may imagine. Was Yosef’s 
cloak a symbol of Yaakov’s love for his 
favorite son, or a somber allusion to the suf-
fering that Yosef was destined to endure? 

 The Midrashic understanding of the 
ketonet passim need not contradict our 
positive perception of the robe; rather, 
the uniqueness of the ketonet lies in its 
dualism. The cloak can be viewed as both 
a token of Yaakov’s profound emotional 
attachment to Yosef and also as a symbol 
of the strength and support that Yosef 
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would need when facing the challenges 
that awaited him.

If Yosef’s brothers had understood this 
deeper meaning of the ketonet passim, and 
that Yosef’s ketonet was also a necessary 
tool for him to withstand the imminent 
challenges, perhaps they would have been 
able to curb their envy. 

We must always remind ourselves that 
even when others seem to possess attri-
butes or assets that we lack, jealousy is not 
a logical or effective method to improve our 
situation. Each gift comes with an array of 
challenges that, sometimes, may be the 
very reason for the gift. We must recognize 
that Hashem bestows gifts upon each of us 
that are laden with meaning and exactly 
suited for our individual needs. Instead of 
coveting the gifts of others, let us strive to 
understand and use our own God-given 
talents and qualities while valuing the 
experiences that allow us to develop and 
shape them.

Adira Marcus
10th Grade, 
Chashmonaim
History Changed 
by a Fly

Hashem works in mysterious ways. If 
I told you that Hashem could change the 
world by using the most insignificant of 
creatures... like a fly, you’d think I was crazy.
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In this week’s Parsha, the Torah 
describes the events that led to Yosef 
becoming the viceroy of Egypt.  It begins 
with Yosef being sold by his brothers 
and then taken down to Egypt. There, he 
worked for Potiphar, and eventually he 
was thrown in jail. While imprisoned, 
Yosef met Pharoah’s butler, who was jailed 
because of a fly found in Pharoah’s cup. 
Yosef helped interpret the butler’s dream, 
and thereafter the butler was freed. In 
next week’s Parsha we see Pharoah need-
ing help interpreting his dream.  The 
butler, knowing Yosef’s skill, told Pharoah 
to summon him from jail. Eventually, after 
interpreting Pharoah’s dream correctly, 
Yosef became the viceroy of Egypt. Years 
later, due to a famine in Eretz Canaan, 
Yosef’s brothers went down to Egypt. All 
of these events eventually led to enslave-
ment, redemption, and the establishment 
of our great nation. 

If we think about it, the course of his-
tory was changed by one little, seemingly 
insignificant, fly. If that one fly had not 
landed in Pharoah’s wine cup, the butler 
would not have been in jail. He would 
not have met Yosef. Yosef would not have 
been freed, and the whole redemption 
from Egypt would not have happened in 
the same way. This shows how Hashem’s 
smallest of acts, using the tiniest creatures, 
changed the course of history, the future, 
and the world as we know it.

Shabbat shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

CASPI St. – Garden apartment in a boutique building,  
4 rooms (115m) private entrance, bright, parking

3220000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed street 
with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) +  
2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,  2 car parks,  
private entrance - rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT- Spacious 3 room 
apartment, renovated, high floor, Shabbat elevator, 
Succah balcony with paoramic view, storeroom, 
parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, quiet, 
close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral street, 
huge garden (138m2), possibility to add 45 m2, 
renovated, close to the Train Station, 

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

Shifra & Rivka Homes in Rechavia/Shaarei Chessed!
• Exclusive! Large 4 room bright 
apartment! Massive balcony, 
views, parking, elevator.  
3.9m NIS  Ben David lease land 
(option to buy lease)
• Very rare 148m apartment with massive balcony 
(around 70m), views, elevator! 8.5 m NIS
WE WOULD LOVE TO HELP YOU FIND, SELL OR RENT  YOUR APARTMENT!
Shifra lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnick 0526965596

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space


