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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Changing the 
World?

Last week we discussed the formula for 
permitting intervention in genetic abnor-
malities; if the diagnosis is performed for 
a medical purpose it is permitted, but for a 
cosmetic gain it is forbidden. However, we 
saw a limitation of this distinction; not every 
case is clearly either one or the other, it can 
depend on one’s perspective, and the Rab-
bi’s attitude may be different to that of the 
couple. Each posek may define cosmetics 
and medicine differently.

There is another source that provides an 
approach to medicine in general, and such 
genetic decisions in particular.

The Gemara (Baba Batra 10a) relates the 
following conversation “And this is the ques-
tion that Turnus Rufus the wicked asked 
Rabbi Akiva: If your God loves the poor, for 
what reason does He not support them Him-
self? Rabbi Akiva said to him: He commands 
us to sustain the poor, so that through them 
and the charity we give them we will be 
saved from the judgment of Gehenna.  

Turnus Rufus said to Rabbi Akiva: On the 
contrary, it is this charity which condemns 
you, the Jewish people, to Gehenna because 
you give it. I will illustrate this to you with a 
parable. To what is this matter comparable? 
It is comparable to a king of flesh and blood 

who was angry with his slave and put him 
in prison and ordered that he should not be 
fed or given to drink. And one person went 
ahead and fed him and gave him to drink. 
If the king heard about this, would he not 
be angry with that person? And you, after 
all, are called slaves, as it is stated: “For the 
children of Israel are slaves to Me” (Leviticus 
25:55). If God decreed that a certain person 
should be impoverished, one who gives him 
charity defies the will of God.

Rabbi Akiva said to Turnus Rufus: I will 
illustrate the opposite to you with a different 
parable. To what is this matter comparable? 
It is comparable to a king of flesh and blood 
who was angry with his son and put him in 
prison and ordered that he should not be 
fed or given to drink. And one person went 
ahead and fed him and gave him to drink. 
If the king heard about this once his anger 
abated, would he not react by sending that 
person a gift? And we are called sons, as it is 
written: “You are sons of the Lord your God” 
(Deuteronomy 14:1).”

This suggests that when we “improve” 
the world not only are we within the juris-
diction of the Almighty, but become partners 
in His creation. 

More on this next week. 

26     TORAH TIDBITS / BESHALACH 5781

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000


