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Parshat VaYishlach contains within 
it the powerful account of Yaakov 
Avinu wrestling with the mysteri-

ous Ish, on the night before he is to re-engage 
with his brother Eisav. The pasuk tells us:

Vivateir Yaakov Levado, VaYaaveik Ish 
Imo, Ad Alot HaShachar- And Yaakov was 
alone, and a man wrestled with him, until 
the light of dawn.

There are many questions and powerful 
messages that are connected to this verse, 
but I’d like to specifically address, how could 
it be, that Yaakov, who is traveling with an 
entourage of more than 400 people and 
herds of cattle and sheep, is suddenly left 
alone?

Rashi, quoting the Gemara in Chulin,  
says that Yaakov had forgotten some small 
jars or canisters, and he left his entourage to 
retrieve those jars.

Rabbeinu Bechaya  takes this idea a step 
further. He says our verse could be read 
or understood slightly differently, al tikra 
levado, eleh lekado- Do not read that Yaakov 
was alone, rather that he went to retrieve 
a specific jar or canister that he possessed.

What exactly was this specific canis-
ter that Yaakov Avinu suddenly went to 
retrieve?

Rabbi Meir Horowitz, the Imrei Noam 
of Dzhikov, zy’a, offers a very novel expla-
nation. The Rebbe explains that this special 
container was a jar of olive oil, but not just 
any jar of olive oil.

Noach sent forth a yona- a dove to see 
if the waters of the flood had subsided. Of 
course, this yona returned to the teiva, with 
an olive branch in its beak. The olives from 
the branch that Noach received from the 
dove were made into pure olive oil. The oil 
was given to Noach’s first born son, Shem. 
Shem, otherwise known as Malchitzedek, 
whom the Torah describes as a Kohein to 
the Almighty Hashem! Malchitzedek/Shem 
sealed this little jar of oil and gave it to Avra-
ham as a gift. Avraham, in turn, handed it 
over to Yitzchak who passed it down to 
Yaakov. According to our sages, Yaakov 
forgot some small jars and returned to 
retrieve them. One of these jars was the 
oil from  the dove that returned to the 
teiva. Yaakov prophetically hid this oil at 
the site of the Beit Hamikdash and laid 
the foundations for the miracle of  Cha-
nuka. This is the oil that originated with 
the dove, the symbol of peace.

Yaakov Avinu , even as he feels alone, as 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

URGENT APPEAL!
Needed for handicapped lady
Second Hand "Bimba" vehicle  

in good condition
Call Menachem Persoff: 050-570-1067 

menpmp@gmail.com



OU ISRAEL CENTER         51

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

We repair tiled roofs.

Detect and repair leaks.

Repair rain gutter
35 years experience in the �eld!

Numerous 
recommendations 

from satis�ed 
customers!

We repair and replace old rain gutters,
Repair and renovate tiled roofs,

Renovate and repair sof�ts  / detect leaks,
Seal closed balconies.

PVC wooden fences, wooden �oors and decks
Pergolas and tiled roofs, enclose balconies.   

Professional work / Personal service

he is about to encounter his brother Eisav, 
with great trepidation, realizes through his 
ruach hakodesh, that he has arrived at the 
sacred space where the future Beit HaMik-
dash will stand, and he suddenly realizes 
that he must place that small jar of oil that 
has been handed down to him, and hide 
it safely away, so that one day, the Chash-
monaim, will find this oil, and miraculously 
restore the light of Torah in the world, 
through the nes pach hashemen.

May each of us aspire to emulate Yaa-
kov Avinu, to have the capacity in trying 
times to similarly look inward, and rather 
than feeling alone, find the ability to see the 
potential light we might bring forth to the 
world. May we find the fortitude to push 
forward and bring continued goodness 
into our lives and the lives of others, and 
for subsequent generations. 
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