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Our Parsha begins with Yaakov fleeing
the Land of Israel from Esav’s murderous
intent and it concludes with his return to
the Land of Israel. He dreams as he leaves
of a ladder reaching to Heaven with G-d
promising that He will bring Yaakov back
in peace. Yaakov meets Rachel at the well
in Charan, marries Leah and Rachel, 11
of the 12 sons and Dina are born. Lavan
and Yaakov bicker. Yaakov earns his wages
through animal husbandry. Angels greet
Yaakov on his return to Israel.
1st Aliya (28:10-22) Yaakov flees
the Land of Israel. He dreams: a
ladder with angels, G-d at the
top. G-d reiterates to Yaakov the promise
of the Land of Israel and of numerous
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descendants. And that He will protect Yaakov and bring him back to the Land.
Yaakov makes a monument at that spot and
declares that upon his safe return he will
come back and make this spot a house of
G-d.
One of the great dreams of the Torah. In
fact, the first dream of an upcoming series
of dreams in the Torah: Yosef’s dream,
Paro’s dream. In this dream Yaakov is
assured of Divine protection. But why did
he need this assurance? What was on his
mind?
Let’s place ourselves in Yaakov’s sandals. He does not know the end of the
story. We do but he doesn’t. He is filled
with uncertainty. Avraham had 2 children: Yishmael and Yitzchak. One, Yitzchak
continued Avraham’s legacy as a Jew. The
other, Yishmael was out. Then Yitzchak had
2 children, me and my brother Esav. Maybe
we too will repeat this same pattern: one
will be in and one will be out. Who is the
one – am I in or am I out? I stole the blessing intended for Esav my brother. Perhaps
my fleeing Israel now is a Divine sign that
I am out and Esav is in. After all, my father
Yitzchak never left the Land. So am I being
expelled from the Land, expelled from the
promise of the Land? G-d reassures him – I
will give you the Land and bring you back.
But. In a dream. Are dreams real or wishful thinking?
2nd Aliya (29:1-17) Yaakov arrives
in Charan. He converses with
shepherds at the well. They are
waiting for a crowd of them to remove the
stone over the well. He inquires of Lavan;
that is Rachel, daughter of Lavan, coming
now. Yaakov removes the heavy stone of
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his father who could not see to get the bracha? Maybe I am out. On the other hand,
my dear wife Rachel seems to follow in my
grandmother Sarah’s footsteps; she is barren and gives her servant to me to have a
child, just like Sarah was barren and gave
Hagar to Avraham to have a child.
4th Aliya (30:14-27) Reuven brings
jasmine, a fertility enhancer to
Leah. Rachel asks for it and in
exchange Leah conceives and has Yissachar, followed by Zevulun. Rachel bears
Yosef. Yaakov asks Lavan’s permission to
return home.
11 of the sons of Yaakov and his daughter Dina have been born. There is but one
son from his dear wife Rachel. If we get back
in Yaakov’s shoes, he does not know if he is
to be in the Jewish people or not. Because
another thing may sit uncomfortably with
8
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him. Avraham was the first generation of
the Jewish people. While he was in, his
brother Nachor was out. Back at the end
of Yayera (22:20-14), we learn that Nachor
had 8 sons with his wife Milka and 4 with
his concubine Reuma. 12 sons. And at the
end of Chayei Sarah (25:12-15), we learn
of the children of Yishmael, the one who
is out of the Jewish people. 12 sons. Hmm,
the ones who are out of the Jewish people,
Nachor, Avraham’s brother, and Yishmael,
Yitzchak’s brother, had 12 sons. I have 11.
On the other hand, all my children are
walking in the footsteps of Avraham, leaving their Land of Charan and journeying
to Israel. Which sign is it? Am I in or out?
5th Aliya (30:28-31:16) Lavan asks
Yaakov what his wage is for all
the work he has done. Yaakov
asks that he be allowed to select and breed
certain animals as his wage. He is wildly
successful and becomes laden with livestock. Lavan’s sons become jealous. Yaakov
knows it is time to leave. He carefully
explains to Rachel and Leah that he is worried as Lavan has not been honest with
him. And that the angel has told him it is
time to return to the Land. They agree that
whatever G-d says they must do.
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Yaakov creates enormous wealth. Perhaps this is a Divine sign: Avraham had
great wealth, Yitzchak was blessed with
“meah shearim”, a 100 fold bounty of agriculture. Perhaps this is a Divine sign that I
walk in my forefather’s footsteps.
6th Aliya (31:17-42) Yaakov and
the family leave without telling
Lavan. Rachel steals Lavan’s
idols. Lavan pursues. G-d tells him not to
harm Yaakov. Lavan berates Yaakov for his
deception, not allowing him to kiss his children. Were it not that G-d instructed him
otherwise, he would be justified in harming Yaakov. He searches for his idols but
does not find them. Yaakov is fed up. He
berates Lavan for his lack of appreciation
of all of Yaakov’s hard work, changing his
wages 10 times. But G-d saw my oppressive
work and rewarded me.
One last look from Yaakov’s shoes. He
still is unsure whether he is part of the covenant or not. But another prediction rings
in his ears. Years earlier Avraham was told
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his children would be in a foreign land and
afflicted, the Hebrew word “eenu”. For 400
years. And would return with great wealth.
Yaakov uses that very word to describe his
hard work for Lavan “G-d saw my hard
labour – an’ee”. Perhaps, Yaakov wonders,
I am that Jewish people. Foreign Land.
Afflicted. I am here 20 years, a long time –
seems like 400. Leaving with great wealth.
On the one hand, on the other hand –
Yaakov’s sees signs in his life that point to
his being the next link in the Jewish people.
And he sees signs that perhaps he is the
one that is out and Esav in. But the scale is
clearly weighing in his favour.
7th Aliya (31:43-32:3) Lavan and
Yaakov part amidst a parting ceremony. A marker and stones are
placed as testimony that Lavan will not
approach Yaakov, nor Yaakov approach
Lavan. Lavan returns home. Angels
encounter Yaakov as he returns to the
Land.
The break with Lavan is complete. Pacts
come in different shapes and sizes. If you

A SHORT VORT

get in trouble, I will come to help. Or, we
will open our borders to commerce. Or.
A wall. A cold peace. You, on your side. I
on mine. Kind of like the mitzvah to never
return to Egypt. Years of deception, of toil,
of suspicion. That chapter is closed.
The angels greet him. Angels when he
left and angels when he returns.

HAFTORAH
HOSHEA 11:7-12:14
This week’s haftorah makes direct mention of Yaakov’s flight from home to the
“field of Aram,” which is a critical episode
recounted in this week’s Torah reading.
The haftorah states Hoshea’s rebuke of
the Jewish people for their sin of forsaking
God. However, Hoshea assures the people
that God will not abandon them: “How can
I give you, Ephraim, and deliver you [to the
hands of the nations]? . . . I will not act with
My fierce anger; I will not return to destroy
Ephraim.”

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

(28:10) “Vayeitzei Yaakov M’Beer Sheva.”
“And Yaakov Left Beer Sheva”
Why was it necessary for the Torah to mention Yaakov leaving Beer Sheva? It would be enough just to
mention his going to his new destination of Charan.
Rashi answers that Yaakov’s exit from the city left an impression behind. Yaakov, as a righteous individual,
his absence was felt by people.
The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Luntschitz, 1550-1619) asks a deeper question. Why by Avraham Avinu was
there no mention of his exit from a city, he left no impression as a righteous person?
He answers that there was a unique difference between the two people. Yaakov left his parents behind,
Yitzchak and Rivka, who could understand and feel the loss and absence of Yaakov, the Tzadik. However,
Avraham traveled with his whole family wherever they went. No righteous people were left who could fathom
the absence of the righteous Avraham.
So too, a righteous person who leaves a community says something not only about that individual but also
of the worthiness of that community from whom the person left.
Shabbat Shalom
10
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