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שמע קולנו
We have finally arrived at שמע קולינו, the 
final bracha of the middle section of the 
Shemoneh Esrei, the section of the בקשות 
(requests). The Shulchan Aruch explains 
that this bracha is כוללת כל הבקשות, it’s the 
conclusion of all of the many requests we 
just made. In this bracha, we ask Hashem 
to please listen and accept all of the בקשות 
we just requested of Him.

ַרֲחִמים  בְּ ל  ְוַקבֵּ ָעֵלינּו  ְוַרֵחם  חּוס  ֱאלֹקינּו,  ה'  קוֵֹלנּו  ַמע  שְׁ

ֵתנּו ִפלָּ ּוְבָרצוֹן ֶאת תְּ

Listen to our voices, Hashem our G-d, have 
mercy on us and accept our Tefillot with 
mercy and willingness

The מביט explains that we specifically say  
 that Hashem should listen to our שמע קולינו
voices (and not תפילתנו  listen to our ,שמע 
Tefillot). Even if we haven’t had proper 
Kavana in our Tefillot, we ask Hashem to 
please at least listen to our voice, to the 
sound of our Tefilla. Along the same lines, 
the חיים  writes that when a person חפץ 
davens, it’s important that he cry out.  In 
Mitzrayim, it says that Bnei Yisrael cried 

out to Hashem and then וישמע ה’ את קולינו- It 
doesn’t say He listened to our Tefillot, it says 
He listened to our voices, to our cries. He 
says that we learn from here that– כי האדם 

 נענה יותר כאשר הוא משווע להקב”ה שערי דמעה לא

 a person is answered more when he – ננעלו
cries out to Hakadosh Baurch Hu. The gate 
of tears is never locked! 

ה ִפּלוֹת ְוַתֲחנּוִנים ָאתָּ ֵמַע תְּ י קל שֹׁ כִּ

For you, Hashem, listen to Tefillot and 
Tachanunim

There are two types of prayer – the תפילות, 
the set words of prayer that Chazal wrote 
for us, and the תחנונים, the personal kavanot 
that we insert into each bracha, in which 
we beg Hashem for what we need on a per-
sonal level. We ask that Hashem listen to 
both.  

יֵבנּו שִׁ נּו ֵריָקם ַאל תְּ ָפֶניָך ַמְלכֵּ ּוִמלְּ

And from before You, our King, do not return 
us empty-handed

The Avudraham explains that we ask that 
even if we are not zocheh that Hashem will 
grant us our requests 100%, at the very 
least, don’t  turn us away completely emp-
ty-handed. In a similar vein,the Chofetz 
Chaim says that sometimes one’s Tefillot 
are accepted immediately, sometimes it 
might take a few days or weeks, and some-
times it can even take years, but one’s 
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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Tefillot never go unanswered. 

When we get to this point of the bracha, 
we stop and we insert our own personal 
Tefillot. The Shulchan Aruch writes 
(based on Gemara Avoda Zara 8a) ובשומע“ 

 that one can ask for ,תפלה יכול לשאול כל צרכיו"
all of his personal needs in this Tefilla. Rav 
Yonatan Eibeshitz beautifully writes that 
we should daven to Hashem for whatever 
is on our mind, it doesn’t matter how small 
it is. כללו של דבר – אין דבר מה שרצונו לעשות בו 

 The rule of –  ....ביום, מה שלא יתפלל לה’ להצליחו
thumb is – whatever you want to accom-
plish that day, you should always daven 
for Hashem to make you succeed. He says 
it’s important that we daven in our own 
words even if we can’t write a beautiful 
Tefilla and we struggle for the right words – 
בלשון להתפלל  הרבה  כאילו  הקבה  לפני  חביב   “הוא 

 these heartfelt – .רחבה שפה ברורה ונעימה וצחה"
words are as beloved to Hashem as if they 
were written in the most beautiful lan-
guage. Ideally, these requests should be 
said in Hebrew, but if necessary English 
is okay too. He says that often when we’re 
davening, since we say the same thing 
every day, we end up daydreaming as 
we’re davening. But here, since we have to 
think each day and decide what to say, we 
will obviously have kavana and so what 
will result is a תפילה גמורה, a tefilla which 
comes מעמקי הלב, from the depths of the 
heart. Another point that he makes is that 
when we start off our morning contem-
plating the day ahead of us and thinking 
of all the things we need Hashem to help 
us with, we begin to internalize the fact 
that we cannot do anything without Hash-
em’s help. 
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sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

The )91:42( אדם   puts a caveat that we חיי 
should be careful not to go overboard – if 
it’s going to be very long, then wait till the 
end of the Shemoneh Esrei to add those Tef-
lillot. We don’t want to lose track of our 
Tefilla. Additionally, the Aruch Hashul-
chan (OC 119) writes that we need to be 
careful not to make a set nusach to add 
into Shema koleinu. We need to make sure 
to change that personal Tefilla every day so 
that it does not become a standard part of 
our Tefilla. Obviously, there are overarch-
ing things we need to ask Hashem for all 
the time – continued health, parnassa, sha-
lom bayit etc. – but we should use this time 
to ask for specific request for the coming 
day. And daven for everything else, even in 
a set nusach, after Shemoneh Esrei.

continued on next page...
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ַרֲחִמים. ָך ִיְשָׂרֵאל בְּ ת ַעמְּ ִפלַּ ֵמַע תְּ ה שֹׁ י ַאתָּ כִּ

Because You listen to the Tefillot of Your 
nation Israel with mercy

The מביט explains that we say that at the 
end of the Tefilla – Hashem, even those 
Tefillot which were completely lip service 
and with no kavana, please through your 
great rachamim, listen to them anyway 
because you know that we lack the ability 
to daven with true kavana.

ה ִפלָּ ֵמַע תְּ ה ה', שֹׁ רּוְך ַאתָּ בָּ

Blessed is Hashem who listens to a Tefilla

The conclusion of this bracha is written in 
the singular – Hashem listens to a Tefilla. We 
know that Hashem listens to many, many 
tefilot from Jews around the world, so why 
is it written in the singular? The Yalkut 

Katan suggests a beautiful answer. When 
the Jewish people daven, we don’t gener-
ally find that the minyanim from around 
the world all daven at the exact same time. 
Each one davens at their own time.  But 
what happens? After the last minyan fin-
ishes davening, a Malach  gathers all of the 
Tefillot from shuls around the world and 
combines them together into one crown 
and places it on the head of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu.  Metaphorically this means that 
he blends all of our Tefillot together and 
hands Hashem one beautiful combined 
Tefilla of all of Klal Yisrael together. 

It is our hope that by doing this we add 
extra koach and efficacy to our Tefillot,  
hopefully causing us to be Zocheh that 
Hashem answer our Tefillot both individ-
ually and collectively. 
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