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When Hashem 
Will Help
A Yid arrived to seek the blessing and coun-
sel of his Rebbe, the great Reb Yisrael of 
Rizhin. As he prepared himself to enter the 
tzadik’s office, the Rebbe’s son, Reb Dovid 
Moshe, who was then a curious child and 
later to become the Rebbe of Chortkov, 
asked the visitor what he was going to ask 
of his holy father. 

As the door opened for his yechidus to 
begin, the Jew turned to Dovid Moshe and 
said, “I am going to ask for a bracha from 
the Rebbe; I am davening for many things,” 
and entered the room.

A few short minutes later, when the 
man emerged from his meeting with the 
Rizhiner, the inquisitive child asked, “So? 
What did my father have to say?”

“The Rebbe said that der Eibeshter vet hel-
fin, ‘God Above will help.’”

Seeing that the man was still feeling stressed 
by his predicaments, Dovid Moshe said, 
“Aha, that’s nice. But what will be biz der 

Eibeshter vet helfin’ — until Hashem helps?” 
“I don’t know,” the man admitted. “Go back 
to my father and ask him what will happen 
until Hashem yisborach helps.”

When the man reemerged a second time, 
the boy asked, with a twinkle in his eye, 
“So what did my father tell you?” The man 
smiled: “The Rebbe said that der Eibeshter 
vet helfin … biz er vet helfin, “The One Above 
will help … until He will help.”

In our sedra this week, while on the run, 
fleeing for his life, Yaakov Avinu received 
words of assurance from Hashem:

ֶאֱעָזְבָך  י לֹא  ֵלְך...כִּ ר־תֵּ כֹל ֲאשֶׁ יָך בְּ ַמְרתִּ ּושְׁ ְך  ָאנִֹכי ִעמָּ ְוִהנֵּה 

י ָלְך: ְרתִּ בַּ ר־דִּ יִתי ֵאת ֲאשֶׁ ר ִאם־ָעשִׂ ַעד ֲאשֶׁ

“And behold, I am with you, and I will 
guard you wherever you go… 

for I will not forsake you until I have done 
what I have spoken concerning you.” 
(28:15). 

A disagreement between Sages is recorded 
in Midrash Rabbah (69:6) over the extent 
to which Hashem assures Yaakov Avinu. 
Specifically, does the promise Hinei Ano-
chi imach, “And behold, I am with you,” 
cover all of Yaakov’s requests, or does it 
just ensure his personal safety from Eisav 
and Lavan? The Sages maintained that it 
was a general promise for wellbeing and 
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salvation, but did not include a blessing for 
parnassah, sustenance. 

Rav Assi, however, taught that God did 
answer Jacob’s request for sustenance too, 
for in the meantime, before he would be 
saved from those who sought his harm, 
before he would find his way back and 
return home safely, ֶאֱעָזְבָך  I will not“ ,לֹא 
forsake you.” Der Eibeshter vet helfin biz er 
vet helfin, “Until Hashem will help, Hashem 
will help.”

David haMelech echoed this sentiment 
in Sefer Tehillim. In the face of adversar-
ies and struggling with many challenging 
travails, he sings, ואני בחסדך בטחתי, “As for 
me, I trusted in Your loving kindness;” יגל 
 my heart will rejoice in Your“ ,ליבי בישועתך
salvation” (13:4). Reb Shlomo Carlebach 
melodically interpreted: “David Hamelech 
is telling God, ‘I believe so strongly in your 
lovingkindness and faithfulness in helping 
me, that even before you help and deliver 
me,’ יגל ליבי בישועתך, ‘I’m already rejoicing! I 
am already celebrating and thanking you 
with all my heart for taking care of me, for 
saving me, even before You do.’

The Midrash further explains the opening 
words of our parsha, ויצא יעקב, “And Yaakov 
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left.” It implies that despite being pursued 
by Eisav, Yaakov went with security and 
faith, for ָך ְרכֶּ ֵלְך ָלֶבַטח דַּ  then you will go“ ,ָאז תֵּ
in securely on your way” (Mishlei, 3:23), is 
a reference to Yaakov Avinu.

Knowing that Hashem was with him, and 
confident that the Ribbono Shel Olam 
would deliver him, allowed Yaakov to avoid 
feeling the pressure, fear and panic one 
might have in the face of existential dan-
ger. Vayeitze Yaakov: even ‘before’ Hashem 
helped, before his salvation, yet while still 
in a state of uncertainty, Yaakov was living 
with the faith that Hashem was already 
helping. 

Reb Tzadok haKohen of Lublin (Sefer Pri 
Tzadik) teaches that during Kislev there 
exists a special potential to bolster our 
Emunah that Hashem is taking care of us, 
and to strengthen our self confidence. It is 
an opportune time to reassess that which is 
most central in our lives: HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu is helping us all the time. 

Reb Tzadok cites a textual allusion in Sefer 
Iyov as the source through which we can 
understand the meaning and essence of 
Chodesh Kislev. In response to his suffer-
ing and trials, Iyov delivers a powerful 

monologue directed toward HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, and declares his innocence and 
righteousness, stating his belief in Hashem 
as the sole source of his strength: Im samti 
zahav kisli, ve-laketem amarti mivtachi — 
“If (on the other hand) I would have made 
gold my hope (kisli), and would have said 
to fine gold, ‘You are my confidence…’” 
(31:24). Iyov defends himself by stating that 
he has not placed his faith in “gold” and 
material belongings, and that the source of 
his inner strength and “hope” (kisli) is his 
Emunah, not his possessions. And as our 
sages teach us, the word kisli is a subtle ref-
erence to Chodesh Kislev.

Rebbe Avraham Ibn Ezra defines the word 
kisli as mish’ani, “my walking stick” — as 
if Iyov is saying that his sole source of sup-
port, mobility and chizuk — his entire sense 
of self and confidence — is based solely on 
his relationship with Hashem, and not on 
anything external. 

May we have the confidence and faith to 
express thanks to Hashem now for all that 
He has promised Am Yisrael regarding our 
bright future. And may we place our hope 
in the fact that until that future comes, 
Hashem will always be there for us. 
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