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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

This week’s Parsha begins
with the Pasuk “ואלה תולדות
יצחק בן אברהם אברהם הוליד את
” יצחק,“And these are the offspring of Yitzchak the son of Avraham,
Avraham gave birth to Yitzchak”. This
verse has an obvious question. Why the
repetition of saying that Yitzchak is the
son of Avraham AND Avraham gave birth
to Yitzchak?
Rashi explains that we want to be sure
nobody accuses Sarah Imenu of becoming pregnant from Avimelech after not
getting pregnant from Avraham for so
many years. Therefore, Hashem made
sure that Yitzchak looked identical to
Avraham so that everyone would see that
Yitzchak was Avraham Aveinu’s son.
This reminds me of an experience I
had many years ago. I was zoche to learn
in the Yeshiva of Shilo. My wife and I lived
there when we first got married, and our
first three children were born while we
were there. During my time in Kollel, I
was asked to run the overseas program
which involved being a madrich for the
English-speaking boys who came to learn
in the Yeshiva (primarily from Canada,

Condolences to Bea Samuel and family
on the passing of her husband

Gerry Samuel z"l

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
4
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Australia and South Africa). In this role,
I helped create their schedule, took them
on Tiyulim to see Israel, arranged places
for them to go for out Shabbatot, and my
wife and I hosted them for meals and
other programs.
In the pre-WhastApp and Facetime
era, these boys had limited correspondence with their parents over the course
of their year or two in Yeshiva. As their
madrich I’d sometimes see pictures of
their families, but I would only interact
with their parents if they came to visit
their sons in Yeshiva during the year. I
was constantly amazed that when meeting their parents (in particular their
fathers, but I imagine if my wife was a
madricha at a seminary the same would
apply to girls and their mothers), it would
be obvious that many of their son’s facial
expressions and mannerisms clearly
came from their parents.
Those of us blessed to be parents don’t
usually see ourselves in our children’s
expressions. Yet, this is an important
reminder of the impact our actions have
on our children. They pick up on many of
our expressions and mannerisms without
either parents of children being aware of
it. I often use this example to explain to
parents and myself that so much of who
we are and how we behave trickles down
to our children whether we like it or not.
Our children see the way we behave, eat

the same food as us, observe the way we
act at the Shabbat table, and so on. It
should not come to us as a surprise that
just as they take our movements, they
often take on our behaviors as well – both
positive and negative.
This past Shabbat, I saw this principle
in action when I had the zechut to spend
Shabbat back in the Shilo area at a nearby
Yishuv called Maaleh Levona for my
nephew’s Bar Mitzvah (Mazel Tov to Neta
Kuflik and family!). It was clear that so
many of Neta’s positive attributes came
directly from my brother and sister in law
and their parents. I look forward to B’ezrat Hashem seeing my parents, in laws,
and all of us reading this column to continue seeing nachat from our children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Over Shabbat I had the honor of running two Oneg Shabbats for the younger
and older youth as well as giving a Shabbat afternoon shiur to the community
about the history and beauty of the OU,
specifically our organization’s Kashrut
methods, advanced technology, and
unique database which the OU uses to
control its Kosher certification around the
world. I shared there what I have shared

May the learning from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be
in loving memory of our father,
grandfather, great-grandfather

Alfred S. Cohen ז"ל
אבא שלום אהרון הכהן ז"ל

on his 13th yahrzeit - כ"ד מרחשון
by his daughters: Janice Weinreb,
Barbara Yasgur, Benay Cohen-Nesher and families

many times before – the OU is extremely
proud that its’ profits go back to the Jewish community, here at OU Israel through
our work with the English speaking community through the OU Israel Center and
Torah Tidbits and our work with at-risk
Israeli youth across the country.
While in Maaleh Levona, I also had
the opportunity to meet the dedicated
Torah Tidbits distributors there. Thank
you to them and the hundreds of other
volunteer distributors who ensure that
communities all across Israel receive
their Torah Tidbits every week. I also
very much appreciated the man who
came over to me on Shabbat telling me
that me being there for Shabbat saved
him an email with some feedback on last
week’s article. I always appreciate hearing from you – our dear Torah Tidbits
readers, and encourage you to share your
insights and feedback.
Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the learning from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be a Z'chus
for our beloved parents:

Esther Rivka (Elizabeth)
bas Shmuel HaLevi a"h
yahrzeit - Rosh Chodesh Kislev and

Shmuel Binyomin ben
Ben-Zion HaLevi z"l
yahrzeit - 12 Kislev
יהי זכרם ברוך

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI
TEITZEI
TOLDOT
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of
RCA Israel Region
This is the parsha of Yitzchak and Rivka’s
life. Rivka has twins, Esav and Yaakov.
Yaakov buys the birthright from Esav.
Yitzchak goes to Gerar in a famine, is
told not to leave the Land, digs the wells
Avraham dug and renews the pact with
Avimelech. Yitzchak is elderly, plans to
give the blessing to Esav but is deceived by
Yaakov. Esav wants to kill Yaakov. Yaakov
travels to Padan Aram so as not to marry a
woman from Canaan.
1st Aliya (25:19-26:6) Yitzchak is
40 when he marries Rivka. He
prays for her, as she is barren.
She is troubled by her pregnancy, told she
has 2 nations in her womb and bears them
when Yitzchak is 60. Yitzchak loves Esav,

kerenmalki.org
02-567-0602
6

Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in Israel,
US and UK.
Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.
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Rivka loves Yaakov. Yaakov buys the birthright from Esav for a pot of lentil soup.
Yitzchak journeys to Gerar in a famine. G-d
tells him not to go to Egypt but to dwell in
the Land, as it is promised to him.
This is the parsha of succession.
Yitzchak has now taken Avraham’s place,
Rivka taken Sarah’s. And already, the next
generation is born. But, Rivka is told that
she has 2 nations in her womb. This revelation to her is crucial in understanding the
later story of Yaakov stealing the blessing
meant for Esav.
When we read the stories in the Torah
we are at a distinct disadvantage. Because
we know how the story turns out. After
all, we read the Torah every year and we
know these stories pretty well by now. But
it is crucially important that we read the
stories as if they are in real time, as if we
don’t know the end. Rivka knows that her
2 sons are 2 nations. That’s all she knows.
But what does that mean? Does it mean
as we say colloquially: Tel Aviv and Jerusalem are 2 countries. Well, not really.
But like 2 countries. Is that what 2 nations
means? She doesn’t really have 2 nations
in her womb, rather 2 very different types,
but both are Jewish. And so, both Esav and
Yaakov will be part of the Jewish people,
just that they’ll be very different sorts. Or
does it mean 2 nations literally? One of
her sons will be in the Jewish people and
one out. And if she had to choose one to
be in, well, she loves Yaakov – for she sees
in him the heir of Yitzchak. He will be in.
Esav out.
And Yaakov, the son she loves – well, she
must have told him this secret too. If I am
in and Esav out, then I have a problem.

but you could possibly do them. For when
Because Esav is the first born. So he buys
it comes to communications from G-d, you
the birthright from Esav. Working to
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one
ensure the Divine plan materializes.
of a kind. nd
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with one twist. He is taking active steps
to build the infrastructure of a state. He
assumes he is to dwell in the Land because
the promise of the Jewish people settling
this Land is coming true in his time. Well,
to build a state you need to begin planting
– shepherds are not state builders. Farmers
are. He plants. And what would you think if
you planted in a famine and got a 100 fold
yield? G-d is with me. My state building is
being rewarded from above. Time to take
more steps to build the state.
3rd Aliya (26:13-22) Yitzchak
prospers greatly, with many
flock. He digs the wells Avraham
dug but were filled in by the Philistines.
Avimelech tells him to move away. He digs
more wells of Avraham. Finally when he
digs wells that are not contested he declares
that he has been fruitful.
All the wells end well. That’s 5 well diggings. On the one hand, he is following in
Avraham’s footsteps by redigging his wells.
But, wells are crucial for agriculture. The
shepherd is transitioning to agriculture, for
state building demands agriculture. These
wells are for the wellbeing of the impending Jewish state. And the people of Gerar
are onto him – they smell an adversary,
intent on taking their land. Hence, they
oppose his wells.
4th Aliya (26:23-29) Yitzchak journeys to Beersheva. G-d tells him
not to fear, for He is with him as
He was with Avraham. Yitzchak builds an
altar and calls in G-d’s name. Avimelech
comes to renew the pact, though if any
harm be done to him, the pact is off.
Yitzchak goes to Beersheva, as Avraham
did. G-d tells him not to fear, as He told

Avraham not to fear. Avimelech makes a
pact with him, as he did with Avraham.
These are Avraham stories, repeated now
with Yitzchak. Except Avimelech is afraid
that Yitzchak will harm him. He senses that
Yizchak is preparing for a state – at Avimelech’s expense.
5th Aliya (26:30–27:27) Esav marries at 40 taking Canaanite wives,
to the consternation of Yitzchak
and Rivka. Yitzchak is elderly. He instructs
Esav to bring freshly caught venison after
which he will bless him. Rivka interferes
and instructs Yaakov to imitate Esav.
Yitzchak is suspicious but Yaakov’s disguise
is convincing.
This story of deception raises many
questions. What was Yitzchak thinking
in choosing to bless Esav? And what was
Rivka thinking in this foiling of Yitzchak’s
intent?
Again, we know the outcome. But let’s
put ourselves in Yitzchak’s place. He is preparing for the impending state building. He
planted. He dug wells for water. He is looking to the future. State building requires
not only economic growth. It requires a
military and thoughtful leadership.
Yitzchak figures both his sons are going
to lead the next generation of the Jewish
people. There is no reason to think otherwise; they are twins, both born of the same
mother. And they are complementary leaders. Yaakov is the thoughtful leader. But
military power is not his thing. It is Esav’s.
A great pair. Just like Avimelech has Phicol,
his general, Yaakov will have Esav as his
general.
Yitzchak does not intend to bless just
one son, but both. He intends to bless Esav
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in worldly matters, Esav’s strength. To complement Yaakov, not replace him.
Rivka sees it all differently. Because she
got that message when she was pregnant –
2 nations, not one. And if the Jewish people
is going to be one of these 2 of my children,
it isn’t going to be Esav.
6th Aliya (27:28-28:4) Yitzchak
gives the blessing to Yaakov. Esav
arrives soon after. When the
deception is discovered, Esav is incensed,
intent on killing Yaakov. Rivka urges
Yitzchak to send Yaakov to Padan Aram to
find a wife – and save his life.
The blessing, intended for Esav, is for
agricultural blessing from the heavens.
And power. In Yitzchak’s mind, the Jewish
people will require economic success as
well as military prowess. And that is the
blessing to Esav – a perfect partner to Yaakov, the thoughtful leader.
However, Yaakov receives the blessing
instead. Rivka follows in Sarah’s footsteps:
Sarah banished Yishmael and G-d told
Avraham to listen to her. Rivka, in her way,
banishes Esav. And Yitzchak knows that
in the end she is correct; that only one of
their children will inherit the covenant, the
other won’t.
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7th Aliya (28:5-9) Esav sees that
the Canaanite women he took are
frowned upon. He marries Yishmael’s daughter.
Esav marries at 40, like Yitzchak. He
takes a daughter of Yishmael, as Yizchak
married his relative. But it’s not just the
walk – it’s also the talk. While trying to walk
the walk, he is simply not getting that he
needs to talk as well. As such, he will not be
the next generation of the Jewish people.

TORAH TIDBITS 1441 / TOLDOT 5782

Carpet cleaning

050-4455975

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaning

Jerusalem real estate is my business
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

It’s not only how you LOOK

It’s how you SEE

Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON,
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. Call for
more info
Magical garden apt for sale in BAKA, 229 sqm
built cottage with 300 sqm of registered garden.
Please call for more info.
In the Quadra complex on MEKOR CHAIM street,
109 sqm duplex with 25 sqm garden, 3
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. Registered
parking and storage, pool and gym for residents,
underfloor heating and central air. Great
community atmosphere. PRICE 3,700,000 NIS
New mini-penthouse in OLD KATAMON, 104 sqm
with 60 sqm terrace, registered parking and
shabbat elevator. PRICE 4,600,000 NIS
Magnificent penthouse of 191 sqm on one floor,
30 sqm terrace, amazing views of the old city
and beyond. ARNONA AREA CLOSE TO BAKA.
PRICE 9,300,000 NIS. Ready to move in.

Professional Optometrists • Multifocals with
guarantee • Contact lenses • Beautiful frames
ARNONA/TALPIOT Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A
RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waﬄe Bar)

(02) 674-3888

New project in the GERMAN COLONY: new
construction, underground parking, every apt
with a sukka terrace. Finished in 3 years.
STARTING PRICES AT 3,000,000 TO 6,600,000
NIS
In the heart of BAKA, 140 sqm duplex. Great
views, elevator and shared parking.
PRICE 4,400,000 NIS !!!!!
Fantastic finished luxury building with
underground parking, shabbat elevator and
sukka terrace 100 sqm available and larger
apartments available in heart of TALBIYA. Call
for more info
130 sqm Duplex Cottage In ARNONA. For
Renovation. Asking 3,800,000 NIS.
CALL RACHEL : 0525466425

054-723-3863 Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.

etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Eta 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
Rachel: 052-546-6425

OU ISRAEL CENTER

11

RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Different
Forms of
Power
The professor was wrong. But in his
field of expertise, he was always right.
His name was Dr. Dennis Wrong, and
his surname made him the object of much
teasing, at least during his childhood. He
was a prominent sociologist, and I took a
course from him while still in graduate
school. The course was entitled “The Sociology of Power.”
I learned a lot from him and kept notes
of his lectures for many years. Some years
after I took the course, I came across a book
he had written, based upon those lectures,
and discarded my notes in favor of his text.
The title of the book was Power: Its Forms,
Bases, and Uses.
It was in his course that I began to
appreciate that “power” need not involve
physical coercion. There are many ways
to exert power, ways that are much more
effective than brute force. This insight has
proven helpful to me in many areas of my
personal and professional life. It has even
helped me come to grips with a problem
that is related to this week’s Torah portion,
Toldot (Genesis 25:19-28:9).
The problem to which I refer does not
12
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directly involve the biblical text. Rather, it
is derived from the Kabbalistic tradition,
from the book of the Zohar. In this tradition, each of the patriarchs is assigned a
different spiritual virtue. Abraham, for
example, carries the banner of chesed, or
lovingkindness. This is easy to understand
because almost every record that we have
of Abraham’s behavior involves qualities
such as hospitality and concern for others.
The virtue designated for the patriarch
Isaac is gevurah, and this presents a problem. Gevurah means strength or power, and
even after carefully reading the entire narrative of Isaac’s life, we find no evidence of
special acts of strength that he performed
or displays of might that he exhibited.
For example, Isaac was never involved
in a war. He was decidedly pacifist in every
conflict that he encountered. This is in stark
contrast not only to the other patriarchs
but to almost every other biblical hero.
Abraham, for example, courageously
pursued the combined armies of four
kings in order to rescue his nephew Lot.
Jacob wrestled with an angel and boasted
of his conquest of a portion of land which
he “wrested from the Amorites with my
sword and bow.” (Genesis 48:22) Moses
slayed an Egyptian tormentor and waged
war against Sichon and the giant Og. Joshua
is the quintessential general, and the first
kings of Israel, Saul and David, led their
people in battle.

But Isaac? We find no trace of martial
activity on his part. Why then is strength
considered his signal virtue? Why does he,
of all the biblical heroes, carry the banner
of power.
I first found this dilemma articulated
in a wonderful book of commentaries on
the weekly Torah portion, MiSinai Ba, by
contemporary Israeli scholar Rabbi Yehuda
Shaviv. Rabbi Shaviv discovered a somewhat obscure passage in the Midrash that
not only formulates the question but provides an answer. The passage reads:
“Where do we find that Isaac was a
strongman, a man of power? Behold: how
many wells he did dig! It is written, ‘And the
Philistines stopped up all the wells which
his (Isaac’s) father’s servants had dug…
Isaac dug anew… and gave them the same
names… And Isaac’s servants, digging in
the wadi, found there a new well of spring
water… And then they dug another well…
He moved from there to dig yet another
well...’ (Genesis 26:15-22). Behold the power
that he possessed!” (Midrash Tanchuma,
Buber Edition, Toldot 7).
Isaac’s power did not resort to coercion
and involved neither aggression nor physical force. His was the power of persistence,
of the stubborn commitment to pursue his
goals despite the obstacles with which he
was confronted. He avoids conflicts and
seeks alternate paths to his objectives, yet
he projects neither weakness nor cowardice. Ultimately, he achieves his objectives
and exclaims that they are especially
blessed, as we read, “Now at last the Lord
has granted us ample space to increase in
the land.”
Isaac’s capacity to persist in the face
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of frustration is demonstrated in the very
beginning of our Torah portion. There
we read of how he and his wife Rebecca
face the challenges of infertility. What
was his response? Prayer! As we read,
“Isaac pleaded with the Lord on behalf of
his wife… And the Lord responded to his
plea…” (Genesis 25:21). The Torah does not
tell us just how long he prayed. We are left
to “do the math” for ourselves. Isaac was
forty years old when he married Rebecca,
and sixty years old when Esau and Jacob
were born. He persisted in prayer for no
less than twenty years. That is how he
demonstrated strength and power.
Professor Wrong does not offer Isaac
as an exemplar of this alternate form of
power. But he does enumerate numerous
examples, drawing from history and literature and sociological research, of a wide
variety of forms of power which do not
involve violence. As always, the discoveries
of modern social science find precedents in
ancient Jewish texts. Consider, for example,
the fact that while the Talmud in Tractate
Kiddushin 49b speaks of the strong man as
one whose “fellows fear him because of his
might”, a contrasting definition is offered
in the Talmudic tome entitled Avot D’Rabbi
Nathan. There we read, “Who is the strongest of the strong? He who can convert his
enemy into a friend.”
The Sages memorialize Isaac’s

I live my life with Torah & Derech Eretz.
I am fun loving, warm, genuine, personable,
sensitive, energetic, down to earth, divorced.
Very attractive & successful in many areas.
Looking for a man from 60s to early 70s to
be best friend & husband for life.

Respond to matchinisrael@gmail.com
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paradigm in an unforgettable passage
in the beginning of the fourth chapter of
Pirkei Avot, Ethics of the Fathers. There
we read, “Ben Zoma said… Who is strong?
One who masters his evil impulse, as it is
written, ‘He who is slow to anger is better
than the mighty, and he who rules over his
spirit is better than he who conquers the
city.’ (Proverbs 16:32)”
Rabbi Israel Salanter, the brilliant ethicist who lived in the latter half of the 19th
century, explains that besides physical
strength there are two models of gevura.
One way is to “master the evil impulse” and
become “slow to anger.” But, insists Rabbi
Salanter, such an approach suppresses but
does not totally eliminate the evil impulse.
A person who chooses this way may be
“slow to anger,” but anger still resides
within him.
The alternate model is the person
who “rules over his spirit.” He totally circumvents his evil impulse. He finds ways,
writes Rabbi Salanter, to “conquer the city”
by persuading its inhabitants that his rule
will benefit them. He demonstrates his
care and compassion for them and thus
wins them over. This is the preferred way
to demonstrate strength.
I conclude by paraphrasing a remark by
Rabbi Shaviv in his helpful essay:
Throughout our history, resorting to
struggle and even war was often necessary.
Certainly Abraham and Jacob, and even
Moses, had to follow that route.
But it is so comforting to know that
there is another way, Isaac’s way. It is a way
which avoids battle and heroically persists
in the search for paths to blessings and
roads to peace.

OU ISRAEL CENTER

15

on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Was Jacob
Right to Take
the Blessings?
Was Jacob right to take Esau’s blessing
in disguise? Was he right to deceive his
father and to take from his brother the
blessing Isaac sought to give him? Was
Rebecca right in conceiving the plan in the
first place and encouraging Jacob to carry
it out? These are fundamental questions.
What is at stake is not just biblical interpretation but the moral life itself. How we
read a text shapes the kind of person we
become.
Here is one way of interpreting the
narrative. Rebecca was right to propose
what she did and Jacob was right to do it.
Rebecca knew that it would be Jacob, not
Esau, who would continue the covenant
and carry the mission of Abraham into
16
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the future. She knew this on two separate
grounds. First, she had heard it from God
Himself, in the oracle she received before
the twins were born:
‘Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples from within you will
be separated;
one people will be stronger than the
other,
and the elder will serve the
younger.’ (Gen. 25:23)
Esau was the elder, Jacob the younger.
Therefore it was Jacob who would emerge
with greater strength, Jacob who was chosen by God.
Second, she had watched the twins
grow up. She knew that Esau was a hunter,
a man of violence. She had seen that he was
impetuous, mercurial, a man of impulse,
not calm reflection. She had seen him sell
his birthright for a bowl of soup. She had
watched while he “ate, drank, rose and
left. So Esau despised his birthright” (Gen.
25:34). No one who despises his birthright
can be the trusted guardian of a covenant
intended for eternity.
Third, just before the episode of the
blessing we read: “When Esau was forty
years old, he married Judith, daughter of
Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath, daughter of Elon the Hittite. They were a source

of grief to Isaac and Rebecca.” (Gen. 26:34)
This, too, was evidence of Esau’s failure to
understand what the covenant requires. By
marrying Hittite women he proved himself
indifferent both to the feelings of his parents and to the self-restraint in the choice
of marriage partner that was essential to
being Abraham’s heir.
The blessing had to go to Jacob. If you
had two sons, one indifferent to art, the
other an art-lover and aesthete, to whom
would you leave the Rembrandt that has
been part of the family heritage for generations? And if Isaac did not understand the
true nature of his sons, if he was “blind”
not only physically but also psychologically, might it not be necessary to deceive
him? He was by now old, and if Rebecca
had failed in the early years to get him to
see the true nature of their children, was it
likely that she could do so now?
This was, after all, not just a matter
of relationships within the family. It was
about God and destiny and spiritual vocation. It was about the future of an entire
people since God had repeatedly told
Abraham that he would be the ancestor of
a great nation who would be a blessing to
humanity as a whole. And if Rebecca was
right, then Jacob was right to follow her
instructions.
This was the woman whom Abraham’s
servant had chosen to be the wife of his master’s son, because she was kind, because at
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the well she had given water to a stranger
and to his camels also. Rebecca was not
Lady Macbeth, acting out of favouritism or
ambition. She was the embodiment of loving-kindness. And if she had no other way
of ensuring that the blessing went to one
who would cherish it and live it, then in this
case the end justified the means. This is one
way of reading the story and it is taken by
many of the commentators.
However it is not the only way. Consider,
for example, the scene that transpired
immediately after Jacob left his father. Esau
returned from hunting and brought Isaac
the food he had requested. We then read
this:
Isaac trembled violently and said, ‘Who
was it, then, that hunted game and brought
it to me? I ate it just before you came and
I blessed him – and indeed he will be
blessed!’
When Esau heard his father’s words,
he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and
said to his father, ‘Bless me – me too, my
father!’
But he said, ‘Your brother came deceitfully [be-mirma] and took your blessing.’
Esau said, ‘Isn’t he rightly named Jacob?
This is the second time he has taken advantage of me: he took my birthright, and now
he’s taken my blessing!’ Then he asked,
‘Haven’t you reserved any blessing for
me?’ (Gen. 27:33-36)
It is impossible to read Genesis 27 –
the text as it stands without commentary
– and not to feel sympathy for Isaac and
Esau rather than Rebecca and Jacob. The
Torah is sparing in its use of emotion. It
is completely silent, for example, on the
feelings of Abraham and Isaac as they
18
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journeyed together toward the trial of the
Binding. Phrases like “trembled violently”
and “burst out with a loud and bitter cry”
cannot but affect us deeply. Here is an old
man who has been deceived by his younger
son, and a young man, Esau, who feels
cheated out of what was rightfully his. The
emotions triggered by this scene will long
stay with us.
Then consider the consequences. Jacob
had to stay away from home for more
than twenty years, fearing of his life. He
then suffered an almost identical deceit
practised against him by Laban when he
substituted Leah for Rachel. When Jacob
cried out “Why did you deceive me [rimitani]” Laban replied: “It is not done in
our place to place the younger before the
elder” (Gen. 29:25-26). Not only the act but
even the words imply a punishment, measure for measure. “Deceit,” of which Jacob
accuses Laban, is the very word Isaac used
about Jacob. Laban’s reply sounds like a
virtually explicit reference to what Jacob
had done, as if to say, “We do not do in our
place what you have just done in yours.”
The result of Laban’s deception brought
grief to the rest of Jacob’s life. There was
tension between Leah and Rachel. There
was hatred between their children. Jacob
was deceived yet again, this time by his
sons, when they brought him Joseph’s
bloodstained robe: another deception
of a father by his children involving the
use of clothes. The result was that Jacob
was deprived of the company of his most
beloved son for twenty-two years just as
Isaac was of Jacob.
Asked by Pharaoh how old he was,
Jacob replied, “Few and evil have been the
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years of my life” (Gen. 47:9). He is the only
figure in the Torah to make a remark like
this. It is hard not to read the text as a precise statement of the principle of measure
for measure: as you have done to others,
so will others do to you. The deception
brought all concerned great grief, and this
persisted into the next generation.
My reading of the text is therefore this.
The phrase in Rebecca’s oracle, Ve-rav
yaavod tsair (Gen. 25:23), is in fact ambiguous. It may mean, “The elder will serve
the younger,” but it may also mean, “The
younger will serve the elder.” It was what
the Torah calls a chiddah (Numbers 12:8),
that is, an opaque, deliberately ambiguous
communication. It suggested an ongoing
conflict between the two sons and their
descendants, but not who would win.
Isaac fully understood the nature of
his two sons. He loved Esau but this did
not blind him to the fact that Jacob would
be the heir of the covenant. Therefore
Isaac prepared two sets of blessings, one
for Esau, the other for Jacob. He blessed
Esau (Gen. 27:28-29) with the gifts he felt
he would appreciate: “May God give you
heaven’s dew and earth’s richness – an
abundance of grain and new wine” – that
is, wealth. “May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your
brothers, and may the sons of your mother
bow down to you” – that is, power. These
are not the covenantal blessings.
The covenantal blessings that God had
given Abraham and Isaac were completely
different. They were about children and
a land. It is this blessing that Isaac later
gave Jacob before he left home (Gen. 28:34): “May God Almighty bless you and make

you fruitful and increase your numbers
until you become a community of peoples” – that is, children. “May He give you
and your descendants the blessing given
to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now reside as a
foreigner, the land God gave to Abraham”
– that is, land. This was the blessing Isaac
had intended for Jacob all along. There was
no need for deceit and disguise.
Jacob eventually came to understand all
this, perhaps during his wrestling match
with the angel during the night before his
meeting with Esau after their long estrangement. What happened at that meeting is
incomprehensible unless we understand
that Jacob was giving back to Esau the
blessings he had wrongly taken from him.
The massive gift of sheep, cattle and other
livestock represented “heaven’s dew and
earth’s richness,” that is, wealth. The fact
that Jacob bowed down seven times to Esau
was his way of fulfilling the words, “May
the sons of your mother bow down to you,”
that is, power.
Jacob gave the blessing back. Indeed he
said so explicitly. He said to Esau: “Please
accept the blessing [birkati] that was
brought to you, for God has been gracious
to me and I have all I need.” (Gen. 33:11)
On this reading of the story, Rebecca and
Jacob made a mistake, a forgivable one, an
understandable one, but a mistake nonetheless. The blessing Isaac was about to give
Esau was not the blessing of Abraham. He
intended to give Esau a blessing appropriate to him. In so doing, he was acting on
the basis of precedent. God had blessed
Ishmael, with the words “I will make him
into a great nation.” (Gen. 21:18) This was
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the fulfilment of a promise God had given
Abraham many years before when He told
him that it would be Isaac, not Ishmael,
who would continue the covenant:
Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under Your blessing!” Then
God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear
you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will
establish My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after
him. As for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will
surely bless him; I will make him fruitful
and will greatly increase his numbers. He
will be the father of twelve rulers, and I
will make him into a great nation.” (Gen.
17:18-21)
Isaac surely knew this because, according to midrashic tradition, he and Ishmael
were reconciled later in life. We see them
standing together at Abraham’s grave (Gen.
25:9). It may be that this was a fact that
Rebecca did not know. She associated
blessing with covenant. She may have been
unaware that Abraham wanted Ishmael
blessed even though he would not inherit
the covenant, and that God had acceded to
the request.
If so, then it is possible all four people
acted rightly as they understood the situation,
yet still tragedy occurred. Isaac was right to
wish Esau blessed as Abraham sought for
Ishmael. Esau acted honourably toward
his father. Rebecca sought to safeguard the
future of the covenant. Jacob felt qualms
but did what his mother said, knowing she
would not have proposed deceit without a
strong moral reason for doing so.
Do we have here one story with two
possible interpretations? Perhaps, but that
is not the best way of describing it. What we
22
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have here, and there are other examples in
Genesis, is a story we understand one way
the first time we hear it, and a different way
once we have discovered and reflected on
all that happened later. It is only after we
have read about the fate of Jacob in Laban’s
house, the tension between Leah and
Rachel, and the animosity between Joseph
and his brothers that we can go back and
read Genesis 27, the chapter of the blessing,
in a new light and with greater depth.
There is such a thing as an honest mistake, and it is a mark of Jacob’s greatness
that he recognised it and made amends to
Esau. In the great encounter twenty-two
years later the estranged brothers meet,
embrace, part as friends and go their separate ways. But first, Jacob had to wrestle
with an angel.
That is how the moral life is. We learn
by making mistakes. We live life forward,
but we understand it only looking back.
Only then do we see the wrong turns we
inadvertently made. This discovery is
sometimes our greatest moment of moral
truth.
For each of us there is a blessing that is
ours. That was true not just of Isaac but also
Ishmael, not just Jacob but also Esau. The
moral could not be more powerful. Never
seek your brother’s blessing. Be content
with your own.
Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt"l are part of
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on
www.rabbisacks.org.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

T

he very opening of Sefer Malachi that
we are privileged to read this Shabbat makes it clear why Chazal chose
this perek as the haftarah for Parashat Toledot. Just as the Torah reading describes the
essential differences between Eisav and his
twin brother Ya’akov and, while doing so,
includes Hashem’s choice of Ya’akov over
his twin to carry on the mission that He
charged Avraham and Yitzchak, so too our
haftarah powerfully expresses that choice
by stating: “Hahlo ach Eisav l’Ya’akov….
va’ohav et Ya’akov….V’et Eisav saneiti…”
It is this choice of Ya’akov and his
descendants to go and spread the message
of Hashem’s sovereignty over the universe
that sets the theme of the haftarah. Malachi sees the corruption of the leadership
of Yehuda – especially as found within the
Kohanim themselves – as an undermining
of that mission. Therefore, the bulk of the
haftarah is focused on the navi’s message to
the Kohanim that, unless they set the proper
example to Israel, the nation could never
live up to the divine mission given to their
ancestors.
Interestingly, Rav Soloveitchik also
points to the very opening word of the Sefer
(and our haftarah) as a source of challenge
and of inspiration for us all. The word

“massa”, “burden” is also used as a synonym
for “prophecy”, as it is used here. The Rambam in the Moreh Nevuchim (2: 37) explains
that prophecy truly IS a “burden”. He writes:
“In experiencing his divine vision, the
prophet encounters a sublime truth that
others have not. He is compelled to share
this vision with others, to impart the information so they will know what he knows.
Hashem’s revelation is a “burden” weighing
on his consciousness. Sharing his vision may
place him in grave danger……yet the burden of prophecy gives him no rest. He must
repeat what he hears from G-d, whatever the
consequences.”
These words find prophetic expression
in the statement of the navi Amos (Amos
3; 8): “Hashem Elokim dibber – mi lo yinnavei?” –Hashem has spoken – Who cannot
prophesy?

MAZAL TOV to
Avigayil and the entire Bass family
on her marriage to Yuval Charuvi

Mazal Tov to
Sharon & Roi Blumberg and family
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How can we avoid revealing
this to our children?
The Rav then expands on this idea, saying that when we are presented with a great
truth – whether it be Torah or tradition, we
should be unable to withhold the knowledge. It should feel as a “burden” that we

on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Sara

must unload by telling others, teaching others, inspiring others. As the Rav adds: “The
message springs out of the mouth spontaneously – the pressure is too strong; he is
unable to suppress his words.”
This should be our inspiration – but it Is
also our challenge. Applying this thought to
parents, Rav Soloveitchik explains that, if
we wish to have the divine message truly
internalized by our children, we, too, must
consider the message to be a “massa”, a burden. If we have experienced a Shabbat, if we
have understood the Tanach or if we have
studied the depths of the Oral Law, how can
we avoid revealing this to our children? We
should feel compelled to convey this information to the next generation.
Indeed, if we hope to effectively convey
our mission to our future, we parents and
teachers must feel that “massa”!

NEW STORE HOURS:
STARTING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14

WEEKDAYS 2:00-6:00 PM
FRIDAY 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
All Other Times Call For Appointment

050-361-2342

EMAIL: SherlocksElementary@gmail.com
WEBSITE: SherlocksHats.com
(Free Shipping in Israel)

31 King George, Jerusalem

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Responsibility
Imbues Life
with Meaning
and Purpose
 ְּבכ ָֹרה,זֶה ִלי-ה
ּ  ִה ּנֵה ָאנ ִֹכי הו ֵֹל ְך ָלמוּת; ו ְָל ָּמ,ׂו
ֹּאמר ֵע ָש
ֶ ַוי
)לב:(כה
The first major action in the parsha
occurs while Yaakov was cooking lentil
soup for his father who was mourning the
death of Avraham. Eisav arrived home
tired after a full day of hunting. He walked
into the tent and demanded some of the
soup.
Yaakov agreed to provide soup to Eisav
in exchange for the bechorah. Eisav’s
response? “What do I need the bechorah
for? I’m going to die anyway.” Eisav then
sold the bechorah for the lentil soup.
What exactly did Eisav detest about the
bechorah? Even after he had sold it and
eaten the soup, he scorned it, as the pasuk
says, ה ְּבכ ָֹרה-ת
ַ  ֶא,ׂו
 — ַו ּי ִֶבז ֵע ָשhe despised it. It
was as if he put a stamp of disapproval on
the bechorah. What about the bechorah did
he detest so much?

Mazal Tov to
Dr. Dan & Phyllis Wiener and family
on the birth of a grandson
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Rav Pincus (Tifferes Shimshon) suggests
as follows. What does the bechorah symbolize? It represents the avodah, the service in
the Beis HaMikdash. Prior to Cheit HaEigel
with the bechorah came the responsibility
of performing the avodah in the Mikdash.
The greater one’s stature in our nation
yields higher levels of responsibility and
obligation. The Kohen Gadol has more limitations, obligations and mitzvos than the
average person. Kohanim and Levyim have
more responsibilities in the Mikdash than
Yisraelim.
Eisav was not interested in obligations.
He desired immediate pleasure and satisfaction. Eisav was at fault for being focused
only on the present and not anticipating
the future.  — מי שטרח בערב שבת יאכל בשבתAs
they say- “there is no free lunch”. If one just
focuses on the immediate pleasure, without investing and planning for the future,
he is destined to fail.
Animals eat whatever and whenever
they desire, yet no one envies these creatures. They are below humans on the
pyramid, as the Kuzari places animals
below humans who have the gift of speech.
The more responsibility we have and

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

the more obligations we take upon ourselves, the greater kedushah and spiritual
heights we can obtain. Eisav had animalistic desires – to be satiated immediately by
whatever he craved. Therefore, he sold the
bechorah. He was not interested in future
growth, but rather immediate gratification.
We, on the other hand, have to recognize
limitations in the present on account of the
future.
When a non-Jew first becomes interested in geirus, we inform him of mitzvos
kalos and chamuros. (Shulchan Aruch
268:2). Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz discusses
what the term mitzvos kalos means.
Why do we inform a potential ger specifically about the mitzvos of leket, shikecha,
pei’ah, and a couple of other examples of
tzedakah? Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz answers
that when it comes to other religions, there
are primarily mitzvos chamuros — major
laws like no killing, no cheating and no
stealing. But the nitty gritty things about
life — that is ignored. Judaism has something to say about how one puts on his
shoes, how to eat, and when to wash one’s
hands. Eisav couldn’t fathom that. Yet,
that’s what we are to inform a ger: know
what you’re getting yourself into, but at the
same time, realize that it is a great zechus
to be part of such a special family. God is
in the details! May we focus on the “little
things” and appreciate each and every
command and act that we perform to fulfill
Ratzon Hashem.

A Kosher Bed & Breakfast
tucked away in Old Rosh Pina

CASPI St. – Garden apartment
in a boutique building, 4 rooms
(115m) private entrance, bright,
parking

3220000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488
ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) +
2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view, 2 car
parks, private entrance - rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

ELAD BAYIT VEGAN
PROJECT - Spacious

3 room apartment,
renovated, high floor,
Shabbat elevator, Succah
balcony with paoramic view, storeroom, parking

2220000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, quiet,
close to City Center

3600000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Tav Yarok Required
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New Release!

Price: 60 NIS
For info please contact
leshichnotidreshu@gmail.com
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Be’er Tziporah a"h MENACHEM PERSOFF

Bottled Water Gemach

ial Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
rsoff@ou.org

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?
Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.
In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.
Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in his life,
to learn of her caring, patience and happiness,
to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time
of darkness, and may her Neshama shine to
Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With
thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org

Starting married life?
This should be the only
fragile thing you worry about...

Dr. Alex Bailey

is a Jerusalem/Modiin-based
clinical psychologist specializing in
communication and relationships. He offers a unique,
practical, 4-part private counseling series to help
pre-marriage and early-marriage couples improve
their communication skills, strengthen their bonds, and
increase the probability of a long-lasting and happy
relationship. An ideal gift to give any new couple ... or to
give yourselves!
DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES, FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com www.alexbaileypsyd.com

“TzviAir is a pleasure to
work with and did an
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

AIR CONDITIONING
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Preferential
Parenting
“Vayehi Eisav…ish sadeh, veYaakov
ish tam yoshev ohalim”, Eisav became …
a man of the field and Yakov was a scholarly man who remained with the tents. We
then learn that Yitzchack Avinu loved Eisav
because “tzayid befiv”, he fed his father
venison. Rivka Imeinu, however, loved Yaakov. How are we to understand the love of
Yitzchak Avinu towards Eisav? Was Yitzchak
Avinu not aware of his son’s wickedness?
Clearly, when analyzing these great personalities, emphasizes Rav Nebenzal, we are not
doing a character assessment nor critiquing
their actions. We focus our learning with the
goal of deriving lessons and guidance, allowing insight and commentary to inform our
own lives. Rav Nebenzal discusses that perhaps on some subconscious level, Yitzchak
Avinu was influenced by the food that
Eisav served him and that thus was indeed
unaware of Eisav’s true personality. Having
said this, we can apply the message personally. When confronted with the power
of bribery, we must ask ourselves, are we

REBBETZIN SHI
influenced by bribes? When weSMILES
encounter
different situations, can we employ clarity of

vision to know what is objectively correct?
Or are we influenced by what feels good,
convenient and what works best? One must
continuously daven “Vehaer einenu beToratecha”, may Hashem enlighten us to follow
the path of truth.
n aSchwadron
deeply powerful
scene, Moshe
Rav
in Lev Shalom
sees a
Rabbeinu
is
found
with
hands
significant nuance in the passukhis
itself
that
on top of
the mountain
mayheld
help high
us understand
Yitzchak
Avinu’s
praying for the people gripped in
love for Eisav. Eisav is described as a “man
a raging battle with Amalek below.
of the field” and as “a man who knew how to
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of
hunt”. The double referral of “ish” indicates
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft
the
dual personality
thatteaches
Eisav possessed.
(Shemot
17;10). Rashi
that Chur
Indeed,
when
he
was
with
his father
he
was the son of Moshe’s sister,
Miriam.
acted
talmid chacham
askWhatrighteously,
more do as
wea know
about Chur?
What
is thequestions.
symbolismHowever,
of his joining
ing
intricate
when
with
to support
thepersonality
hands of
he
wasAhron
in the field,
he was the
Moshe
Rabbeinu?
of Eisav as we know him, aggressive, contentious,
and hostile.
The Zohar
Rabbi Roberts
in Through
theHakadosh
Prism of
supports
this supposition
by noting
that
Torah explains
that Ahron
and Chur
personified
contrasting
traits.
Eisav’s
head was
buried in character
Mearat HamachAhron
was
a peacemaker,
heknowledge,
constantly
pelah.
His
head
was full of Torah
looked
for
ways
to
create
but his limitation was his inabilityharmony
to transamong his people. Indeed, he was
late
what knew intellectually into practical
ready to compromise his own values
application. The Chidushei Harim explains
to achieve this goal, as we see in the
that this is the deeper meaning of the term
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur,
‘talmid chacham.’ One must be a ‘student of
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wisdom’; allowing the wisdom he absorbs to
impact his behavior.
Malbim explains that Yitzchak Avinu
believed that his sons would complement each other, like a Yissachar /Zevulun
relationship. The Netivot Shalom further
expounds that Yitzchak Avinu saw his own
middah of gevurah in Eisav and was drawn
to it. Rivka on the other hand, who’s essence
was chessed, was drawn to the loving kindness that she perceived in Yakov. Ideally,
these two brothers should have worked in
tandem to serve Hashem.
Siftei Re’em understands our passuk slightly differently. He suggests that
Yitzchak Avinu also loved Eisav; he looked
for something positive to focus on and found
the “tzayid befiv”. Rav Belsky adds that the
Torah is sharing the outer expressions of
love that Yitzchak Avinu showed Eisav
encouraging him to become a better person. The Chumash is teaching us that when
a child is experiencing challenges, a parent
must dispense many doses of love to boost
and hearten him. With a parent’s belief and
love, a child will feel assured and inspired
to become his best self. Clearly, Yitzchak
Avinu knew his sons’ distinct natures and
provided the necessary framework for each
to thrive.

FOR SALE IN ASHKELON

• Mini Penthouse – 5 room apt,
250m from the sea line, beautiful &
spacious terrace, storeroom, 2 parking
spaces - 2.550,000NIS
• 5 room sea view apt., beautiful &
spacious, first line to sea, quality building
with gym & spa. Best location in the city!

MEIR BARON REAL ESTATE 0546585860

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation
10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il
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RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

Dream On
In 1940, after suffering the loss of almost
his entire family and community, Rav Yosef
Shlomo Kahaneman — the legendary
visionary and builder of Torah with few
equals in all of Jewish history, the Ponovezher Rav, zt”l — arrived in Eretz Yisrael.
As the German Holocaust raged, the
prevailing mood in Eretz Yisrael was one
of darkness and gloom. Reports had begun
to filter in of the unimaginable atrocities
and mass murder of Jews in death camps.
The threat of Nazi invasion of the Holy Land
also loomed as the German war machine
showed no sign of slowing down.
With this as a backdrop, the Ponovezher
Rav gazed toward the uninhabited sand
dunes beyond the ramshackle, scattered
homes at the edge of the fledgling community of Bnei Brak. There, he declared,
he would dedicate himself to rebuilding
the Ponovezh Yeshivah, which had been
destroyed in Lithuania. At a time when Jews
could barely muster the strength to ensure
their basic needs and survival, he began
speaking with holy audacity and optimism,
declaring, “Days are coming when there
will be millions of Jews in Eretz Yisrael!”
While all respected the Ponovezher Rav
as a major talmid chacham and towering
giant of Torah, word spread that in the
face of such intense personal suffering and
40
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tragedy, he had become delusional or even
lost his mind. After all, what sane person
would, under such communal burdens and
anxieties, run to purchase desolate land
and insist that a great
Torah center would
be rebuilt there even
stronger than before.
What’s more, there
were barely a handful of yeshiva students
of age in Israel at the
time! Yet the Rav continued to insist on his
plans, actively fundraising and encouraging
others to join his efforts.
Even Rav Yitzchok Isaac haLevi Herzog,
zt’l, then the Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael,
attempted to reason with his peer, “With
all respect, Kavod haRav, you’re dreaming.”
“Yes, I am dreaming…” replied the Ponevezher Rav with a kind smile, “but my eyes
are open and I am wide awake!”

יך
ָ ֹּאמר ָאנ ִֹכי ֱאל ֵֹהי ַא ְב ָר ָהם ָא ִב
ֶ ֵרא ֵא ָליו ה׳ ַּב ַּלי ְָלה ַההוּא ַוי
ָ ַו ּי
ֲך ַּבעֲבוּר
ָ ַרע
ְ יתי ֶֽאת־ז
ִ יך ו ְִה ְר ֵּב
ָ י־א ְּת ָך ָאנ ִֹכי ו ֵּב ַר ְכ ִּת
ִ ירא ִּכ
ָ ל־ת
ִּ ַא
ַא ְב ָר ָהם ַע ְב ִּדי׃
“That night Hashem appeared to him
and said, “I am the God of your father Avraham. Fear not, for I am with you, and I will
bless you and increase your offspring for
the sake of My servant Avraham.”
It is not coincidental that the Ribbono
shel Olam’s reassurance to Yitzchak Avinu
took place in a night vision, a dream state.

Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato in Derech
Hashem explains that dreams arise during
sleep when upon Hashem’s decree, the
neshama (soul) perceives a spiritual stimulus, and transmits it through the nefesh
(animal soul) to the dimyon (imagination).
This inner transmission mixes with preexisting images within one’s imagination, and
results in ‘dreams’. Dreams can therefore
reveal the will, and the providence and light
of God within the soul of man. In its purest
form, a dream may express Ruach haKodesh and prophecy, hints about the future,
or metaphoric messages.
We now mark Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
The Arizal teaches that each of the twelve
months of the year corresponds to one of
the twelve Avnei Choshen, the precious
stones found on the breastplate of the Kohen
Gadol. Each stone, its color, name and Biblical source, reveals the hidden potential of
the particular month it represents. Kislev,
the ninth month according to the Biblical
calendar cycle, is represented by the ninth
gemstone embedded on the Choshen: the
Achlama (amethyst), whose Hebrew root,
chalam, literally means “to dream”. Rebbe
Nachman of Breslov explains that this is
an allusion to Kislev’s role as ‘the month of
dreams’, and points out that within the parshios read this month, including our sedra,
as well as Vayeitze, Vayeshev and Miketz,
we read of no less than nine significant
dreams.
In the coming weeks we will continue
to encounter dreams in the parshiyos. This
includes Yaakov Avinu’s inspiring and symbolic vision of a sulam mutzav artza, v’rosho
magia haShamayma, “a ladder that extends
into the Heavens, with Angels ascending

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with
family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon
TALBIEH
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000
OLD KATAMON
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,
GERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build.
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments!
CITY CENTER
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies,
Short walk to the Old City.
BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues!
HAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.
handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,
large terrace, view
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades
www.ashleywilde.co.il
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IN THESE DIFFICULT DAYS, ARE YOU
DISTRESSED, DEPRESSED, ANXIOUS OR
CONCERNED ABOUT A FAMILY MEMBER?
Due to the coronavirus, a Columbia University
trained, Jerusalem-based therapist is available
for outdoor or telephone meetings.
For a free 15 minute consultation, please call:

DR. BATYA COHEN, TEL:
(02) 676-0460 OR 054-847-1572

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience
We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!

Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us
On Facebook

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, November 10 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur
is sponsored by Esther Bartov in the merit
of an aliya neshama for her father
לע”נ ר‘ שמואל יעקב ב”ר פנחס שרגא ז”ל
Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim
have been sponsored by a generous donor
Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an
aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l
and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h
Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a
refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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and descending upon it” — his subconscious vision of our existential struggle to
balance our physical reality in this material
world and our striving for transcendence
and spirituality. This dream teaches about
the challenges and ‘ups and downs’ that we
face in our Avodas Hashem, and the attitude
of perseverance that we must maintain to
succeed.
We explore Ya’akov’s enigmatic dreams
of various types of sheep, as well as those
of his beloved son, the “Master of Dreams”,
Yosef haTzadik. The bundles of wheat and
stars and celestial beings are bowing; the
butler and baker are seeing their destinies;
Pharaoh dreams prophetically of cows and
bundles, and all of these textual contemplations take place for us during the month of
Kislev.
So often we become frustrated by challenges and lose sight of our goals, giving up
on our dreams and aspirations for personal
greatness. In a month when we read of the
continuity of Jewish life through challenging times and triumph of Yaakov Avinu
over the external, physical world of Esav,
the month in which we will light the Chanukah candles and relive miracles that dispel
spiritual darkness — we have the ability to
strengthen and reignite our inner world,
and re-inspire ourselves again and again.
May we be “wide awake” and blessed
with faith and resolve to believe in ourselves and our ability to achieve greatness...
and may all our holy dreams and desires be
fulfilled for good!
Thank you to Rav Hanoch Teller, beloved
author, teacher and guide, for relating the
above story… and so much more.

FOR SALE!

BEIT HARAV
KOOK

JERUSALEM TOWN
CENTRE
2 ROOM LUXURY
APARTMENTS
40sqm - 1.8 millon NIS
55 sqm - 2.35 million NIS

0544977076
Signon150@gmail.com

בס"ד

DANIEL OKUN
ARCHITECT
We specialize in plans for
house-building and renovation,
Synagogues and public buildings.

WE CAN HELP YOU!
CHECK OUT OUR SERVICES:

House Design, Kitchen Renovation,
Bathroom Renovation, Home Extensions,
and Attic Conversion.
Checking Building Rights,
Submission of Building Permits.

Tell us your vision and we'll do our best to
bring it to life!
LET'S COMBINE YOUR
VISION WITH OUR EXPERTISE.
Visit our website www.danielokun.com
Write us an email at okun.architecture@gmail.com
Drop us a line at +972-50-875-1845
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Constructing
Cities in Israel
A famine has descended upon the Land
of Israel, and Yitzchak is caught right in the
middle of it. Seeking food provisions elsewhere, he looks beyond the famine-parched
Lands of Israel for greener pastures. Unlike
his father Avraham and his child Ya’akov,
each of whom sought famine-relief in Egypt,
Yitzchak is instructed by Hashem to remain
“put” in Israel. Ideally, our founding fathers
were not meant to depart from the Land of
Hashem. Amidst all the commotion of the
book of Bereishit, it is vital that at least one
of those founding fathers spend their entire
life in Israel. Yitzchak, having been designated as a sacrifice, mustn’t travel. Instead
of journeying to Egypt, Yitzchak seeks supplies by visiting Avimelech, his father’s
coastal-dwelling ally.
Hashem’s instructions for remaining in
Israel are delivered through an intriguing
word-  שכן בארץ- which, literally, translates
into a command to “reside” in the Land of
Israel. This word  שכןisn’t a common term
and the midrash senses in this peculiar
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phrase the deeper meanings of life in Israel.
Initially, the midrash associates the
term  שכןwith the concept of shechinah/
 שכינהor the presence of Hashem. Yitzchak
is challenged to convert Israel into an
epicenter for the presence of Hashem on
this world. Hashem’s ubiquitous presence
spans all reality- irrelevant of time and
space. Yet, despite this omnipresence, the
concentrated presence of Hashem- the
shechinah- coheres in specific locations.
It is felt more deeply in the Land of Israel
and, within Israel, it is concentrated more
intensely in the Mikdash and its surrounding city of Yerushalayim. Having been
nearly sacrificed upon that mountain of
shechinah, Yitzchak is now mandated
to more deeply fasten the shechinah to
the general landscape of Israel. Presumably, through religious teachings, devoted
prayers and personal example, the shechinah will be more strongly anchored to the
broader country of Israel. Since Yitzchak
must spiritually re-landscape the country
he cannot depart Israel.
Switching gears, the midrash also associates the term  שכןwith the word  שכונהor
“neighborhood”. In addition to expanding the shechinah, Yitzchak was directed
to design and establish neighborhoods in
the Land of Israel. Cities and social infrastructure are each crucial for populating
the Land of Israel. It is interesting that the
Torah doesn’t record much of Yitzchak’s
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darkened world. Shechunah construction
was more elusive. Of course, we assembled
stable and rich Jewish communities. Additionally, on a broader scale, as the vanguard
of humanity, we tirelessly contributed to
our surrounding host-societies. However,
our best efforts could only produce itinerant Jewish communities- sometimes lasting
decades or even centuries- but fundamentally transient.
Having returned to our homeland, the
shechinah/shechunah challenge has been
resurrected. For some, Israel is solely a terrain of shechinah- sacred sites and holy
landscapes. Resources should be invested
almost exclusively in shechinah construction- namely direct “religious” experiences.
Broader shechunah interests cannot compete
with the surpassing agendas of shechinah.
For others, shechunah construction has
autonomous value, independent of shortterm shechinah goals. We now enjoy the
privilege and the duty to actually craft cities
and public services necessary for modern life. For the first time in centuries we
must provide law enforcement and social
welfare, enable political organization and
medical administration, and support culture and other areas of public interest. In
the past, these areas of the public commons
בס״ד

MAXI BoX
Storage

weren’t Jewish interests.
Tragically, about ten years ago, a terrible fire in the Carmel forest took the
lives of 37 prison guard trainees who had
been drafted into emergency fire-fighting
service. I heard the story of an old man in
Yerushalayim who was grieving over this
tragic loss. After describing his pain, with
tear-filled eyes he remarked “at least it is
our fire department”. For two thousand
years we lived on the margins of society,
contributing to social order but not carrying the full weight of shechunah. We
delegated firefighting, policing, politicking
and many other areas of public life to the
gentiles, with whom we shared our neighborhoods. We have now returned home
and with that return we once again face
the glorious burden of Yitzchak: Can we
construct neighborhoods of shechunah
while shaping centers of shechinah. This
is a challenge we have forgotten about for
centuries.
In his famous ode to Zion entitled ציון
 הלא תשאלי לשלום אסיריךthe great 11th century Spanish philosopher and poet Yehuda
Halevi dreamed of this blending. Most
Ashkenazi communities recite this poem
toward the conclusion of Tisha b’av kinot. In
this elegy, he lovingly and wistfully yearns:
 שם השכינה שכונה לךdreaming of a Land in
which the presence of Hashem is fastened
to permanent Jewish neighborhoods. We
have never been closer to fulfilling this
vision. So close, yet sometimes so far.
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Expending
Effort to
Overcome Evil
How many times have we asked ourselves, how do we purge our sullied
thoughts from our consciousness? How
often do we rationalize and subscribe those
thoughts, utterances, and wayward actions
to environmental circumstances or “inherited” personality traits?
We seem to struggle eternally with the
question of good and evil. Perhaps we are
unable or unwilling to draw the line. What
constitutes “good,” and what do we portray
as evil? For what might be appropriate in
one context might be totally malevolent in
another.
Moreover, what do we make of Rivka’s
quest of Hashem why the children in her
womb agitated? Following the Midrash,
the unborn Yaakov struggled to come forth
when Rivka passed by the Yeshivot of Shem
and Ever. The unborn infant Esav, on the
other hand, similarly writhed when Rivka
traversed a temple of idol worship.
Because unborn babies have no will,
Gur Aryeh posits that the embryonic Yaakov and Esav represent cosmic forces that
transcend the regular course of personality
development. Indeed, Hashem told Rivka

that the two unborn babies symbolized two
opposing ideologies (later ascribed to Israel
and Edom). However, the inevitable rivalries would invariably end with the younger
son, Yaakov, prevailing over Esav.
The ongoing conflict between the two
worldviews – Yaakov representing good and
Esav, evil – has accompanied us throughout
the generations. Sometimes Esav prevails;
sometimes Yaakov. On a personal level, we
struggle within ourselves daily. Often, our
Yetzer Hara gets the better of us, and, at
other times, our Nefesh is warmed by the
Yetzer Hatov, serving Hashem with free
will and Simcha, joy.
For now, however, good and evil are
here to stay. It seems, however, that our
cosmic role is to vanquish the sources of
evil and make a correction, a Tikun, in this
world. In that context, notably, the Baal
Hatanya teaches that even our evil impulse
is for our good.
How so? – Because our rabbis tell us that
the effort expended to oust evil’s influence
and direct ourselves to bathe in Hashem’s
Presence is what, ultimately, shapes our
essence and our destiny. Thus, in their
unique fashion, each of our strivings in that
direction adds to the totality of the Tikun
that will, speedily in our time, bring about
the long-awaited Final Redemption and
Yemot Hamashiach.
Shabbat Shalom!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

P

arshat Toldot includes the challenging episode of Rivka Imeinu,
disguising her son Yaakov as his
older brother Eisav, in order to seemingly deceive an elderly and frail Yitzchak
to bestow upon Yaakov, the blessings of
the first born. What is the significance of
this troubling episode? How could it be
that Yaakov Avinu would come to receive
these blessings in such a way? How could
it be that Rivka would facilitate this entire
episode?
In the subsequent pesukim, Eisav
approaches his father, having prepared
his favorite foods, in anticipation that his
father will indeed bless him, he is shocked
to hear Yitzchak’s reply:
“Ba Achicha B’Mirma, vayikach birchatecha-” Your Brother came cunningly, and
took your blessing. “
The Ateret Yehoshua of Dzhikov, zy’a
offers a fascinating insight- the word
B’mirma is equal in numerical value to the
word afikoman.
When Eisav approaches his father with
this meal, Yitzchak answers him that it is
Pesach night, and I have already eaten a
meal which your brother served me, which
included the Afikoman- I therefore am no
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longer allowed to eat from your meal, as
one is prohibited to eat any additional food
on Pesach night, once they have consumed
the Afikoman.
This novel approach of course takes
into account the midrashic suggestion that
each of the Avot fulfilled the entire Torah
through ruach hakodesh, even though they
had not received the Torah and were not
commanded to do so.
Rabbi Moshe Weinberger, shlita points
out that on the Seder night, the matza
which is set aside as the Afikoman, is one
half of the matza which is broken for Yachatz, at the beginning of the Seder. Yachatz,
as explained by Rabbi Weinberger, is an
acronym for the words: Yadav, Chelkat
Tzavarav- his hands and the smooth of his
neck- a reference to the parts of Yaakov’s
body, which Rivka covered with fur to disguise him as Eisav!
So what are we to learn from both this
episode of disguise and deception, as well
as it’s connection to the Afikoman of Layl
HaSeder?
On the Seder night, many have the custom that the Afikoman is hidden for the
children to find, or to take it and “steal it”
in exchange for a finder’s fee or present
upon its return. Rabbi Weinberger points
out that there is an important message hidden within this custom. Yaakov Avinu, the
ultimate Ish Emet, did not feel it was right
for him to receive the blessing, he was not

the bechor and therefore did not see himself as deserving to be blessed accordingly.
So too, many of us may feel that we
are unworthy or not deserving to learn
the depths of Torah, to delve into penimiut hatorah- the inner secrets of Torah.
Rabbi Weinberger suggests that on the
Layl HaSeder, we too must step out of our
comfort zone like Yaakov Avinu and hide
or steal the Afikoman, to realize that yes
we too, are worthy to learn the secrets of
Torah.
In truth, this beautiful teaching is an
important message not only for the Layl
HaSeder, but for the entire year. We should
all be open, and blessed to realize that each
of us is indeed worthy to delve into the
depth and inner meaning of Torah, and to
find chizuk and joy in exploring the beauty
of Penimiut HaTorah.
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Dialogue
Between
Generations
Rabbi Elan Adler served as the dorm
counselor at Yeshiva University’s High
School dormitory of M.T.A (Manhattan
Talmudic Academy) in the late 1970s - mid
1980s. During this same time he served in
the prestigious role of one of the shamashim
of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. In this
capacity he would spend many hours in
the afternoon with the Rav in his apartment attending to his needs and offering
any needed assistance.
One year, in his role as the dormitory
head he was supervising a particularly difficult group of young men. In general they
were having a very hard time with their
Judaism and their observance. Rabbi Adler
brought these students to meet the Rav and
offer his students the opportunity to ask
whatever they wished of the eminent sage.
The Rav cordially invited them into
his apartment. They sat around the living
room and began to ask the Rav questions.
At one point a student asked, “Why did
those guys so long ago make so many rules
and regulations?” The Rav paused for a
moment, and he calmly said: “Of course,
you are welcome to ask any question... and
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it is completely fair to challenge and analyze any part of Judaism and Jewish law.
But I have one request. When you refer to
the rabbis of old, please refrain from using
the term “those guys.” We as Jews have a
special term that we use when quoting the
Sages. They are called Chazal, or even more
precisely, the “Chachmei Hamesorah.””(As
heard from Rabbi Elan Adler).
This exchange between the Rav and the
students offers us a poignant glimpse into
the cherished place that the principle of
Mesorah played in the world view of the
Rav. Perhaps more than any other theme
in Jewish life, the Rav continuously underscored this idea.
In this same vein the Rav pointed out
that the primary role of a parent is to be a
teacher and conveyor of the tradition to the
next generation. This idea, said the Rav, can
be deduced by contrasting the names chosen for the first humans and the first Jew.
The Torah tells us that “The man called
his wife’s name Eve (Chava) because she
was the mother of all living things” (Chai)
(Bereshit 3:20). But man’s name is not identified with fatherhood; he is called adam or
ish, but not av. His role as a father was not
portrayed symbolically by his name, while
Eve’s role as mother was; nothing reflects
Adam’s task as a father. In contradiction
the name of Abraham reflects his role as
father. The Torah emphasizes that the first
two letters of his name relate to his role as

av, father (Family Redeemed, p.105).
“Within the first community, founded
by Adam, the father’s role is of such minimal significance that it is not worth being
demonstrated by the name...With the
emergence of Abraham and the founding
of a new community, the coventatal one,
the vague role of fatherhood and the all-absorbing experience of motherhood were
redeemed….What is fatherhood in the coventatal society? It is the great educational
commitment to the Mesorah...to pass on to
the child the covenant, a message, a code,
a unique way of life…” (Ibid. p. 106-107).
Avraham possessed the unique ability
to deliver a message to his offspring. Strikingly, it was this distinctive quality that
God found most precious in His eyes: “For I
have known him because he commands his
sons and his household after him, that they
should keep the way for the Lord to perform righteousness and justice…” (Bereshit
18:19). The Rav commented on a key term
in this verse: yetzave, “to command.”
According to the Rambam, the word mitzvah means not only a command, but also
alludes to the term tzava’ah (will). In general we are familiar with the kind of will in
which a parent leaves material wealth and
belongings to a child. But here the pasuk
speaks of a spiritual will in which a parent passes on the mandate to live a life in
the derech Hashem (God’s way). (Chumash
Mesoras HaRav, Bereshit, p.121)
In a remarkably personal disclosure
the Rav shared his own ‘spiritual will’ of
sorts with his children. His son in law, Rav
Aharon Lichtenstein zt’”l rendered the
Rav’s message in this way:
“If asked, upon his arrival in the

afterworld, to delineate his claim to eternal life, he would point to three factors:
(1) He studied Torah with his children, (2)
he had founded the Maimonides School in
Boston, and (3) he had for a very long time,
assumed responsibility for the economic
solvency of an eminent talmid chacham.”
(Leaves of Faith, Vol. 1, p. 229).
Each item mentioned by the Rav is
worthy of close study. Although, perhaps
we can suggest that all three items share
a common theme; namely, Mesorah. The
Rav, following in the footsteps of the forefather Avraham, was resolute in passing the
teachings of Torah to his own family and to
the Jewish children of his community. And
when the Rav eulogized the talmid chacham he secretly supported, he exquisitely
classified him as a rabbi who exemplified
“one of the remnants of the scribes of Israel.
The eminent Rabbi Chaim Heller zt”l, said
the Rav, bridged the gap of generations. “In
every generation we meet, miraculously,
the soul of an ancient generation planted
in the present…” (Shiurei HaRav, p. 52).
•
It is an essential part of Jewish life
to interact with past generations
and link our lives with the treasured worlds of the yesteryear.
•
It is spiritually exhilarating to
experience the dialogue between
generations and the rhythm of
continuity.
•
A Jew who recognizes his/her
indispensable place in the chain of
tradition is inspired to invest time
and effort to be the conveyer of
Torah to the next generation.
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Preserving the
Land, Working
the Land
Last week we asked the question as to
whether fertility treatment, and, indeed many
other branches of medicine, are considered
to be playing God? While we have the capability of performing many fascinating and
mind-boggling procedures, we may be well
advised to limit our power, since we cease
to be human beings working in God’s world,
and we become god-like ourselves, convincing
ourselves of our own power and infallibility.
The Torah (Bereishit 2:15) tells us that
Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden “to
work it and to preserve it”. Preserving the
Garden, and God’s world, means ensuring
that the world continues to function and
does not disintegrate into total chaos. But
“working” the world has a different emphasis, it refers to our obligation to develop the
world, to create a better existence, to fight
disease and enable the inhabitants of the
world to have access to food and basic needs.
Does this injunction give us a free hand
to whatever we as humans see fit within the
framework of “working” the land? Can we
use our intelligence and power to change
the world through medical technology and
advances in health?
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The late Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zt”l
was asked whether a couple is permitted
to use preimplantation diagnosis technology (PGD). This is usually used to eradicate
genetic diseases and involves undergoing
in-vitro fertilization and producing embryos
in the laboratory. A cell, or a number of cells,
are then removed and checked whether
they contain a genetic disease. The embryos
that contain the unwanted genetic condition
can then be discarded and only those that
are unaffected can be transferred in order
to achieve a healthy pregnancy.
Rav Elyashiv gave a psak that this technology when used for a medical condition is
permitted, but if used for cosmetic reasons
then it is forbidden. This opens up the possibility of utilizing this important medical
procedure and ensures that religious Jews
will be able to have healthy children even
if they themselves carry a serious genetic
abnormality. If the couple want to use this
technology for a non-essential purpose,
such as choosing eye colour, or height, they
would not be able to undergo PGD.
This makes a lot of sense and provides at
least a partial answer to the question of playing God; we are permitted, and obligated, to
prevent and treat disease. In this we become
partners with the Almighty and “work” the
world. However, if we decide which cosmetic qualities are desirable and which are
not, that is playing God and is forbidden.
More on this next week.
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Tevila of
Something
that Turns
into a “Meal
Utensil”
Question: I received an ornamental
honey dispenser and glass plate. I want to
use the plate every Shabbat to hold challa
rolls for lechem mishneh. Does it require
tevilat keilim, assuming that it was made
by a non-Jew(ish company)?
Answer: You correctly imply that you
could use the plate for its intended purpose without tevilat keilim, as we will
illustrate. The gemara (Avoda Zara 75b)
posits that only “klei seuda” (utensils for
meals) require tevila, and the poskim
understand that it must be used to come
in direct contact with food, as opposed to
serving/touching a utensil that holds food
(Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 120:4), e.g.,
the plate for the dispenser.
What happens when something is
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designed for a purpose to which tevila
does not apply but is now being used for
a purpose that requires it, e.g., a plate for
bread. The Rama (YD 120:8, based on the
Issur V’heter 58:85), says that if one bought
and uses a knife for cutting parchment,
he may not use it, even occasionally, for
cutting food. Most of the classic commentaries of the Shulchan Aruch/Rama seem
to accept this ruling. On the other hand,
the Pri Chadash (ad loc. 19) argues, invoking a (not unanimous) rule (see Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim 451:6) regarding the
companion halachot of hechsher keilim
(kashering) that determinations of status
follow the majority of usage. Here, says
the Pri Chadash, all should agree that if
the majority of usage is such that does not
require tevilat keilim, it is not required.
The two opinions likely disagree as to
the heart of tevilat keilim – is it the mitzva
to do the tevila or the lack of permission
to use the kli before tevila. Logically, the
mitzva should depend on the overall status,
but not using without tevila could apply to
even sporadic usage. Our chakira likely
gives us the opposite outcome in a case
where a kli requires tevila but one wants
to use it beforehand for a non-seuda use. If
it the main point is the usage prohibition,
this is likely only relevant to seuda uses. If
the main thing is a tevila obligation, then it
might be necessary to not use it for anything before discharging one’s obligation.

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

See Chelkat Binyamin (p. 284) for opinions
on this matter.
As far as practical halacha is concerned,
Chelkat Binyamin (120:68) finds it difficult
to ignore the near consensus of the classical poskim who requiring tevila before any
seuda usage. He also does not dismiss the
Pri Chadash and therefore advocates not
making a beracha on that tevila. Rav Zvi
Cohen (Hagalat Keilim 1:2) rules like the Pri
Chadash regarding keilim whose purpose
is not as a kli seuda, as the Aruch Hashulchan (YD 120:40) agrees fundamentally
and this is apparently the more prevalent
practice. There is also more room for leniency regarding a glass utensil, where the
maximum obligation is Rabbinic (see Hagalat Keilim 1:3; see Chochmat Adam 73:8
regarding a similar context)) or when there
are other grounds for exemption.
However, in your case, the lenient opinions do not suffice. That is because when
one decides to change a non-kli seuda into
a kli seuda, it becomes obligated in tevila.
As we find such decisions change the status
even to remove a tevilat keilim obligation
(Shach, YD 120:17), all the more should it
add an obligation. Perhaps you were thinking about Rav Moshe Feinstein’s novel
leniency (Igrot Moshe YD II:40) that one
who buys a container that does not require
tevila because it is disposable and decides
to use it regularly does not thereby create
a tevila requirement. However, his (not

unanimous) idea is that we view it as a Jew
“creating” the status of a kli, and one can
even exempt himself from tevila by physically undoing a kli status and then have
a Jew repair/restore it (Pitchei Teshuva,
YD 120:1). There is no precedent that a kli
that was not yet obligated in tevila when
acquired from a non-Jew would not become
obligated later based on a new usage (see
Shulchan Aruch, YD 120:8). Therefore, barring other grounds for exemption, the plate
needs tevila before it can be used regularly
for challa.
Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources,
methodology, and considerations behind
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Twins
My nephew recently had twin boys. It
was the first time I was at a double brit mila.
In the Halacha there is a dispute if to make
one bracha for both brits or one for each
brit. At the brit that I attended they solved
this dilemma by having a break in between
each brit. We went out of the shul, had
something to eat, and then went back for
the second one. The Rabbi explained that
this separation helped to remind everyone
(including the parents) that each child is an
individual and just because they were born
together and may even look alike they are
individuals and might have very different
personalities.
Twins are cute – dressed up in matching clothes playing happily together. There’s
double fun but there’s also double trouble.
Raising twins is not always easy starting
with balancing their sleep schedule with
feedings, burps and changes. Then comes
the struggles about whether to put them in
the same kindergarten and how to be fair
and give each one individual attention. It
is truly hard to raise them as individuals,
while the world sees them as “the twins”?
Some famous twins in history that you
might not have heard of: Alexander Helios
and Cleopatra Selene (children of Cleopatra and Mark Anthony), Mark E. Kelly and
Scott J. Kelly (the first astronauts), Jenna
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and Barbara Bush (daughters of former U.S.
President George Bush). The most famous
of course are the ones we learn about in this
week’s portion – Yaakov and Esav.
These twins seemed to be very different
even in the womb. We are told that when
Rivka was pregnant “Vitrozezu habanim
bkirba – the children clashed inside her”
(25:22). Rashi explains that they each tried
to run (ruz) and get out, but to different
stimuli. When she passed the entrance of
the Torah academies of Shem and Ever
Yaakov would try to run out, and when she
passed a Temple of idolatry Esav would try
to run out.
When Rivka goes to “lidrosh et Hashem
“ to ask God what this is all about she is told
“Shnei Goyim bvitnech -two nations are in
your womb” and “Mimeaich Yiparedu-from
the womb they are separated” (25:23), Rashi
adds – this one to wickedness (Esav), and
this one to his innocence (Yaakov).
This difference in character continues
on after they are born. Yaakov was a scholarly man who remained in the tent. Esav
was a man of action Ish Yodea Zaid, Ish
Sade–a hunter(25:27 ). The verse uses five
verbs in a row “Vayochal, V’Yesht,Vyakam
V’Yelech, V’Yivaz”( 25:34 ) to show us how
Esav runs from one activity to the other
without time to think or feel spiritually. This
is what enabled him to belittle the seemingly intangible Bechora – and sell it for a
concrete bowl of red soup. He also didn’t

respect his parents’ wishes, and instead
married inappropriate women, Yehudit
and Basmat.
Yaakov on the other hand cherished the
Bechora, and also receives two blessings
from Yitchak. Nechama Leibowitz compares the two blessings that Yaakov receives
from his father. The one that Yitchak gave
him unwittingly, thinking he was Esav
(27:28-29), was a material blessing of abundance, fatness, power and dominion.
He also gives him another one. Yitchak
calls Yaakov in and blesses him before he
leaves to go to Padan Aram to find a wife.
This time he gives him, Birkat Avraham
(28:3-4). This is the blessing of the mission
of Avraham, which includes the blessing of
offspring and the promise of the land. This
special blessing cannot be conferred by succession but can only be granted to the one
who deserves. Nechama Leibowitz explains
that we see from Esav’s behavior, (i.e. his
marriage to the idolatrous inhabitants of
the land) that he was not deserving of such
a blessing. Yaakov on the other hand was.
May we continue to maintain our identity as following in Abraham’s path, and be
worthy of these blessings.

RECIPE
We read about a red dish that Yaakov
cooked and Esav bought so here is a recipe

077-2050015
052-2678749

Meir Golan

Meir
Golan

Oldwww.golan-realestate.net
Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95sqm, sukkah

beautiful
view,
Oldbalcony,
Katamon: 4-room
apartment,panoramic
90 sqm, well split, bright,
airy, Shabbat

elevator, private parking, 3,290,000NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130sqm, Sukkah
Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75
4 exposures,
small & quiet
sqm,balconies,
sukkah balcony facing
a green and pastoralelevator,
view, 3 exp. Shabbat
elevator,
private parking,
storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS
building
5,000,000NIS
Katamonim: 4 room duplex, 105sqm, beautifully
architecturally renovated, 16sqm sukkah balcony,
master bedroom, private large attic 2,890,000NIS
Ramat Denya: 6 room duplex garden apartment,
158sqm+ large attic, terrace, 2 covered parking,
very bright, view, potential for significant
expansion, 5,500,000NIS
German Colony: 3.5 rooms, 85sqm, first floor,
spacious, balcony, 3,300,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90sqm, master
suite, sukkah balc. 3,600,000NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 82sqm, balcony,
elevator, Mamad, storage 2,700,000NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 60sqm, ground floor,
storage, balcony, Mamad 1,850,000NIS
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS

for red lentil curry that’s easy to make,
healthy and yummy.

RED LENTIL CURRY
1 onion, chopped
1 cup chopped spinach
1 tablespoon oil
2 cups red lentils
6 c. water
2-3 tsp. curry powder ( to taste)
3 tablespoons tomato paste
salt and pepper to taste
Heat the oil then saute the onions and
spinach for a few minutes till tender. Add
the lentils and warm water. Bring to a low
boil. Stir in tomato paste and spices. Cook
on low heat for about 20 minutes until
thickened (taste to assess doneness). Serve
with rice.
OU ISRAEL CENTER

59

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Lia Manning
Gush Etzion
Chapter Director
Between Guilt and
Conditional Love
We all know that Yaakov dressed up as
Esav to steal the Bracha of the firstborn.
I, however, find it difficult to understand
why Yitzchak was so adamant to give Esav
the Bracha in the first place. The Parasha
tells us
“ויאהב יצחק את עשו כי ציד בפיו ורבקה אוהבת את
”יעקב
In this Passuk, the stark contrast of
Yitzchak’s conditional love and Rivka’s
unconditional love becomes apparent.
Rashi says that Yitzchak loved Esav
because he would literally feed him
through his hunting skills. The Midrash on
the other hand, explains that Esav would
metaphorically “hunt” Yitzchak’s love
through his elaborate stories. Whether
you interpret the Passuk like Rashi or like
the Midrash it is obvious that Yitzchak’s
love needs to be justified.
Yitzchak’s father, Avraham, also had
two sons. The firstborn, Yishmael, had
lost the spiritual inheritance of his father
in favor of Yitzchak. This goes against
what ancient law dictates. The firstborn
is meant to be the physical and spiritual
heir. Could it be that Yitzchak felt guilty for
having swooped in and torn the Bechora,
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though unintentionally, right out of his
brother’s hands? If so, it fits that with his
own children he would work extra hard to
ensure that the right thing would be done.
Esav is the Bechor. He deserves everything. Even if Yaakov might be a better fit,
Yitzchak won’t let that disrupt the social
norms once again. This is expressed in the
Torah’s need to justify Yitzchak’s love for
Esav.
Although Yitzchak believed he was
doing the right thing, Hashem had other
plans.
When does our guilt drive us to correct
past mistakes and when is it counterproductive to Hashem’s will? We learn from
Yitzchak that it is important to do the right
thing and put our conscience at peace.
Although our Hishtadlut doesn’t always
follow suit with Retzon Hashem, it definitely plays a role in how history plays out.
We have an obligation to act as best as we
know how while we pray that G-d makes
His Retzonot ours as well.

Klilah Mischel
10th grade, Efrat
Soup or Sandwich
In Parsha Toldot it says:  
”:ׂ ֶד֖ה ְוה֥וּא ָעֵיֽף׃
ן־ה ָּש
ַ ׂ֛ו ִמ
ַעקֹ֖ב נ ִָז֑יד ַוָּיבֹ֥א ֵע ָש
ֲ ”ַוָּ ֥יזֶד י
“Once when Jacob was cooking a stew,
Esau came in from the open, famished.”
The point of that pasuk was to show

that Eisav wanted food, and demanded
that Yaakov feed him. So why does the
parsha point out specifically that he was
making a stew? Why would it matter if he
was making soup or some sandwiches?
Rashi points out that in the next pasuk it
says:
ן־ה ָאדֹ֤ם ָה ָאדֹם֙ ַה ֶּז֔ה
ָ יט֤נִ י ָנא֙ ִמ
ֵ ַעקֹ֗ב ַה ְל ִע
ֲ ׂ֜ו ֶֽאל־י
֨אמר ֵע ָש
ֶ ֹ"ַו ּי
"ֱדוֹם׃
ֽ א־שמ֖וֹ א
ְׁ ל־כ֥ן ָק ָֽר
ֵּ ִּכ֥י ָעֵי֖ף ָאנֹ ִ֑כי ַע
“And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some
of that red stuff to gulp down, for I am
famished”—which is why he was named
Edom.”
Red stuff? What red stuff? The red stuff
was actually red lentils, which is actually
a mourner’s food. It is customary to make
round food while mourning because it
is round like a wheel, and mourning is
a wheel that revolves around the world.
Yaakov was cooking a stew of red lentils
because he was mourning Avraham’s, his
grandfather, death. Avraham had died on
that day, so that he would not have to see
Eisav falling into his bad ways. Rashi also
points out that the pasuk used ‘famished/
faint’ to describe how Eisav was feeling.
In (Jeremiah 4:31) the Torah uses faint
as a connection to murder, leading us to
believe that the text was pointing to the
fact that Eisav was famished from murdering people; the start of Eisav’s downfall.
And Hashem had decided Avraham should
die, rather than witness his evil ways.    
Shabbat Shalom!
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Real Life Rescues
A Jew and a Muslim Fight To Save A
Father’s Life

1221

Caesarea - On Wednesday morning, just after 7:00 a.m. a taxi was involved in a serious accident with a
private car in the Caesarea industrial park. The driver of the taxi was pinned inside his vehicle by the wreckage
and was bleeding from a number of wounds. The other driver was able to get out of his vehicle but had also
suffered severe injuries.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shukri Marei, a Muslim from Fureidis was at his job at the Mr. Fix Factory in the
Caesarea industrial zone, received the alert from the organization’s dispatch and command center. He alerted
his team that he had to leave, dropped what he was doing, and rushed to the location.
Arriving as the first responder at the scene, Shukri quickly triaged the incident noting where the injured drivers
were located and what assistance they required. He saw that the taxi driver was more severely injured and
began to immobilize him to prevent further injury. Shukri alerted the dispatcher that he required the fire
department to come and extricate the trapped driver from the vehicle.
Another volunteer EMT from United Hatzalah, Daniel Marcus, a Jewish volunteer who lives in Pardes Chanah,
was just about to leave for work when he too received the alert. Daniel jumped on his ambucycle and sped to
the location, arriving in a few short minutes. Daniel rushed over to Shukri and assisted in treating the taxi driver.
Once he was immobilized and bandaged as best as he could be while still trapped, Marcus went to treat the
other driver for his injuries.
Soon after their arrival, the fire department and the ambulance arrived. The pair of EMTs assisted in extricating
the trapped taxi driver, placing him on a backboard, fully immobilizing him and placing him onto the ambulance.
A second ambulance arrived to take the other driver to the hospital as well.
“I know Shukri fairly well. We often respond to emergencies together and I have gotten to know him over the
past year since he became a volunteer,” said Marcus. “Today’s rescue was nothing out of the ordinary for us,
but it was still special and important. Being able to respond together with my fellow EMTs, be they Jewish or
Muslim, to assist people who are in need of help, is not something to be taken for granted. I consider myself
blessed that I have the knowledge and ability to help others in their times of need. Both of these drivers today
have families, just like everyone we help. They are fathers and husbands, and each has their own lives and
people who care about them. We owe them our best, and I am proud to provide that with my fellow EMTs,
people like Shukri.”
Shukri added, “I have been a volunteer EMT for the past nearly two years and I feel proud because of it. I have
always felt support from my fellow EMTs. When Daniel arrived on his ambucycle today, even though I was there
before him, I felt that now these people would be saved. Daniel is incredibly special and a terrific EMT. I have
seen the work that people like Daniel and
other United Hatzalah volunteers do and I
was excited to become a part of it so that
I too could help other people whenever
necessary. I travel all over the region and
everywhere I go I aim to help others. I am
happy to be a part of this organization and
have the opportunity to help others in
emergencies like the one from today.”
(Photo – United Hatzalah volunteers
responding to an emergency at the
industrial zone in Caesarea , - Illustration)
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Celebrate Our Volunteers. Hear Their Stories.
Support Their Lifesaving Efforts.

www.yearofvolunteer.com
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View tour dates
and book
your tour at

hebronfund.org

Top 10 Most Visited Places in Israel!
Remember Your Parents Checklist:
• Save the date Chayei Sarah November 18-19, 2022
• Book a tour and see for yourself
• Sign up for our newsletter at hebronfund.org
• Follow Abraham and leave your legacy
Include ‘The Hebron Fund’ in your will/estate plans

Return visitor? Explore new sites with Rabbi Simcha Hochbaum!
Tours run weekly (additional tours added during winter break)

hebronfund.org • 718-677-6886 • info@hebronfund.org

