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Our Parsha is the transition from Avraham 
and Sarah to Yitzchak and Rivka; Sarah dies at 
the beginning of the parsha, Avraham toward 
the end. Avraham buys Ma’arat Hamachpela 
where Sarah is buried. Avraham directs his 
servant to travel to Avraham’s land to bring 
a wife for Yitzchak. Upon arrival, the servant 
asks G-d to show him the right one, the one 
who will give drink to him and his animals. 
Rivka appears, does what he had hoped.  He 
tells the story to her family.  They agree that 
she is the one. Yitzchak greets them on their 
arrival and marries Rivka. Avraham’s other 
children are listed. Avraham dies.  Yishma-
el’s descendants are listed.

1st Aliya (23:1-16).  Sarah dies at 
age 127 in Kiryat Arba, Chevron.  

KI TEITZEI Avraham needs to buy a burial plot.  He is 
treated with nobility and respect. The peo-
ple want to give him a plot, while he insists 
on purchasing it. He is successful in buying 
Ma’arat Hamachpela.

Avraham has clearly earned the respect 
and admiration of the people. He in turn 
treats them with great respect, bowing 
twice. The promises made to Avraham, 
of fame, of fortune and of family, have 
all been fulfilled. Yitzchak has been born; 
Avraham is a man of great prominence, the 
people call him a prince of G-d; and he is 
wealthy. But. The promise that he would 
have the Land of Israel? He does not even 
own a burial plot. Fame, fortune and fam-
ily, yes; foothold in the Land, no.

2nd Aliya (23:17-24:9) Sarah is 
buried. Avraham requests from 
his chief of staff to swear to not 

have Yitzchak marry a Canaanite. Rather, 
“go to my Land, my birthplace” to find a 
wife for Yitzchak. Do not take Yitzchak 
there. If she refuses to come, you have done 
all you can.

Yes, Avraham addresses his chief of 
staff.  While we commonly refer to him as 
Eliezer, his name does not appear in this 
story. He is not the only anonymous per-
son to profoundly influence the story of the 
Jewish people. He takes his place alongside 
the man Joseph will encounter on his way 
to see his brothers, who steers Joseph in 
their direction.  Both nameless. As if to say: 
is he finding a wife, or is He finding the 
wife for Yitzchak? Many messengers does 
He use.

And why is Avraham so insistent on 
sending his servant to “my land, my birth-
place”?  You cannot help but hear an echo 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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from Lech Lecha – “from your land, from 
your birthplace” – said to Avraham. It could 
be that Avraham is seeking a woman to 
lead the new generation of the Jewish 
people who will walk in his footsteps. Lit-
erally.  He is seeking a woman who will 
walk in the footsteps of Sarah. Sarah, not 
just Avraham, left her land, her birthplace, 
her family home, journeying to the Land 
of Israel. This new generation will be led 
by a woman who too leaves her land, her 
birthplace and her parent’s home.  

Following in the footsteps will animate 
Yitzchak and Rivka’s life. Yitzchak will 
do many of the things that Avraham did 
– digging the wells, going to Gerar. Rivka 
will walk in the footsteps of Sarah; Sarah 
sent Yishmael away, Rivka will in effect 
cause Esau to be sent away from the Jew-
ish people.

3rd Aliya (24:10-26) The servant 
arrives in Nachor’s city. He asks 
G-d for a sign; the woman who 

gives me and my camels to drink, she is the 
one. Rivka appears and does just that. She 
tells him she is from the family of Nachor.  
And there is food for the camels and room 
for him to stay. The man bows to G-d.

Rivka is not only going to walk in Sar-
ah’s footsteps, leaving her home to go to 
the Land of Israel. She also follows in the 
footsteps of kindness. In the story of Avra-
ham and Sarah’s generosity to the 3 men at 
the beginning of Vayera, there are 2 “ratz 
– run” and 2 “maher – fast”. Rivka has 2 
maher’s and 1 ratz here and then another 
when she runs home. And – Avraham 
offered his guests “a little water”. Here too 
the servant asks for “a little water”. Not sure 
that drawing water for 10 camels would be 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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called a little – but nary a peep of objection 
from Rivka.

4th Aliya (24:27-52) Rivka runs to 
tell her mother. Her brother 
Lavan greets the man, welcomes 

him in. But before he eats, the man insists 
on relating what just happened. He relates 
that he is Avraham’s servant. And that 
Avraham has been blessed. And the prom-
ise to bring a wife for Yitzchak from his 
family. And of his deal with G-d. And that if 
the woman did as he had said, he would see 
it as a sign. And his bowing to G-d. He fin-
ishes by asking them if Rivka shall join him.  
They respond yes; he bows to G-d.

Happy endings are fun to read once. Or 
twice. The commentaries address the detail 
with which the Torah repeats the story, this 
time told by the servant. They mine the 
story for lessons.  

But one lesson that jumps out is the G-d 
talk. There is a lot of G-d talk by this servant. 
But not just the servant; Lavan and Betuel 
respond “this has come from G-d”, “she will 
go as G-d spoke”. Talk of G-d does not seem 
foreign to them. Perhaps this is the linger-
ing effect of Avraham’s influence; even 
after all these years of being away from his 
family, the influence of his belief in G-d still 
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persists. And the servant, the chief of staff’s 
language is deeply religious language – he 
certainly has been profoundly influenced 
by Avraham’s calling in the name of G-d.

5th Aliya (24:53-67) The servant is 
ready to leave. When Rivka’s 
mother and brother ask for a lit-

tle more time, the servant presses them. 
They ask Rivka her wish; she will go. They 
bless her.  Upon their arrival in the Negev, 
Yitzchak is coming from Beer L’chai Roi. He 
sees the camels; she sees him. Yitzchak is 
told of all that occurred. Yitzchak and Rivka 
marry.

With the mission to find a wife for 
Yitzchak successful, someone is missing 
from this return: Avraham. They travel 
right to Yitzchak. Rivka and he marry. And 
Avraham is not heard from again. A true 
passing of the baton.  

Why is it necessary to tell us Yitzchak 
was in Beer L’chai Roi? In fact, he returns 
there and resides there after Avraham’s 
death.  Why? That is the place where Yish-
mael was saved from near death after 
being banished by Sarah. Perhaps Yitzchak 
regrets Yishmael’s banishment and seeks to 
make peace with his brother. We will see 
that he does the same later with his own 
sons; he seems to want both Yaakov and 
Esav to continue his legacy. The men seem 
to want reconciliation; the women see the 
need to be definitive. Sarah banishes Yish-
mael.  Rivka banishes Esav. Yet, Avraham 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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None of the 613 mitzvot are in Chayei Sara, however, as we 
mention often, there are Midot and values and other lessons 
to be learned. This is one of 17 mitzva-less sedras, 9 of which 
are in Sefer B’reishit, 3 in Sh’mot, none in Vayikra, 2 in Bam-
idbar, and 3 in D’varim.

MITZVOT

STATS
5th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 12 in B’reishit 
Written on 171 lines in a Torah, rank 37 
4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1 closed 
105 p’sukim - ranks 32 (11 in B’reishit)  
1402 words - ranks 37th (11 in B’reishit) 
5314 letters - ranks 36th (11 in B’reishit) 
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champion his cause.
Adoniyahu arranged to be transported 

in a chariot with fifty people running 
before him. He then invited supporters to 
a festive party to promote his aspirations to 
attain the royalty.

At this time Nathan communicates with 
Bat Sheva, mother of Shlomo, and conveyed 
to her the importance of approaching King 
David and pleading with him that he artic-
ulate his choice of Shlomo to be the next 
King.

King David responds positively to this 
request. He says the following: “Indeed, as 
I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel say-
ing, ‘Surely Shlomo, your son, shall reign 
after me and he shall sit on my throne in 
my stead, surely, so will I swear this day.” 
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issue of  Torah Tidbits be לע"נ and  
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