hen I was a child, I lived with the
innocent belief that the entire
world was waiting expectantly
for Mashiach to arrive. I grew up on songs
like “We want Mashiach now and we don’t
want to wait” and I thought that everyone
lived with those ideals. I remember clear-
ly when my assumptions were shattered.
My sister came home from school laugh-
ing that a teacher had remarked that they
would have a test the following day “un-
less Mashiach comes first”. She and every-
one else thought that was such a random
thing to say. Why would anyone think that
Mashiach might actually arrive tomorrow?
I remember being very disturbed by this
conversation I had overheard and how I
mulled it over in my head for many days af-
terwards.
This very same dialectic shouts out at
me when I recite the bracha of 7oy nx.
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To see the trailer & watch the full movie, go to:

www.talkingtoGodmovie.com

75 min. in length, with Hebrew subtitles
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The offspring of Your servant Dovid
Hamelech may you speedily cause to flour-
ish, and raise Him up with Your salvation,
for we hope for Your salvation all day
long. Blessed are You, Hashem, who causes
salvation to flourish.

The poman v explains that when
we say the words of ora %3 1y uw? »,
we should have in mind “that all day
long, every single moment, we believe and
are waiting for salvation, and there is no
day or moment which is without longing
for Mashiach”. While this description is
beautiful, it is also a bit jarring, because I
don’t know about you, but 'm not sure I
can honestly say that I wait for Mashiach
every single day, all day long. Is my mind
constantly focused on Mashiach or am I
bogged down with all the trivialities of this
world? And even more scary a thought —
Do I truly want Mashiach to come right
now? Maybe I want him to come in the-
ory, at some point in the future, but am I

1 ready for him to come right now?
= The words of this bracha put us to
the test, challenging us to confront
our innermost beliefs and desires
and to assess where we are holding.

The 7' explains that we
shouldn’t view this Tefilla as a state-
ment of how much we are waiting
for Mashiach, but rather as a re-
quest to Hashem to help us get to
that level. We are given the oppor-



tunity three times a day to stop whatever
we are doing and to focus for half a minute
on what the ultimate goal is. He says that
by utilizing this daily tool, we can work on
ourselves so that when we go up to Sha-
mayim, we will be able to answer the ques-
tion of nuiwy max (did you wait expectantly
for salvation) with a resounding yes.

The vnan writes that as we get closer
and closer to the Geula, our Tefillot are
all the more powerful. Each Tefilla that
is recited in every generation for the past
2000 years brings us one step closer to
the Geula. We should never think that
our Tefillot are in vain or don’t accom-
plish anything. Throughout history, there
were many people who truly cried and
yearned for Mashiach. Their Tefillot were
not for nothing, they were simply laying
the foundation for the prayers of future
generations.

Our goal is to take those strong founda-
tions and continue in our ancestors’ foot-
steps by saying this Tefilla with Kavana
and building up our yearning and desire
for Mashiach. May all of those millions of
Tefillot from throughout history combine
together to ultimately penetrate the gates
of Shamayim, bringing us the long awaited
Mashiach, mnranmnna. m

By Avigdor Bonchek
Come to a new, in-depth
understanding & appreciation
of the Ramban's unique oy Vs
: 2 ] othering
approach to Chumash with these
intriguing analyses of carefully
selected comments, oftentimes

challenging the approach of
Rashi. It's a rich resource of
insights - perfect for this time of year. The most recent edition of What's
Bothering Rashi? contains over 200 original insights on all 5 Chumashim,
all designed to stimulate & transform your understanding of Chumash.
Perfect for year-round learning.
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FOR SALE IN ASHKELON
* SEMI-ATTACHED 5 ROOM HOUSE, BEAUTIFULLY
RENOVATED, GREAT AREA, EXCELLENT
COMMUNITY, 141SGM LIVING SPACE, 480SQM LOT
INCLUDES RENTAL UNIT WITH PRIVATE ENTRANCE.
PRICE 2,040,000 NIS!!

* 5 ROOM SEA VIEW APT., BEAUTIFUL & SPACIOUS,
FIRST LINE TO SEA, QUALITY BUILDING WITH GYM
& SPA. BEST LOCATION IN THE CITY!
MEIR BARON REAL ESTATE -
0546585860

B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sll-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airport,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com &=
Shlomo: 050-266-9766
Office: 052-774-3343
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