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When I was a child, I lived with the 
innocent belief that the entire 
world was waiting expectantly 

for Mashiach to arrive. I grew up on songs 
like “We want Mashiach now and we don’t 
want to wait” and I thought that everyone 
lived with those ideals. I remember clear-
ly when my assumptions were shattered. 
My sister came home from school laugh-
ing that a teacher had remarked that they 
would have a test the following day “un-
less Mashiach comes first”. She and every-
one else thought that was such a random 
thing to say. Why would anyone think that 
Mashiach might actually arrive tomorrow? 
I remember being very disturbed by this 
conversation I had overheard and how I 
mulled it over in my head for many days af-
terwards.

This very same dialectic shouts out at 
me when I recite the bracha of  את צמח דוד.

ישׁוּעָתֶךָ. רוּם בִּ ךָ מְהֵרָה תַצְמִיחַ. וְקַרְנו תָּ וִד עַבְדְּ  אֶת צֶמַח דָּ

ה ה', מַצְמִיחַ קֶרֶן יְשׁוּעָה: רוּךְ אַתָּ ל הַיּום. בָּ ינוּ כָּ י לִישׁוּעָתְךָ קִוִּ כִּ

The offspring of Your servant Dovid 
Hamelech may you speedily cause to flour-
ish, and raise Him up with Your salvation, 
for we hope for Your salvation all day 
long. Blessed are You, Hashem, who causes 
salvation to flourish. 

The מבריסק  explains that when גרי"ז 
we say the words of הַיּום ל  ינוּ כָּ קִוִּ לִישׁוּעָתְךָ   ,כי 
we should have in mind “that all day 
long, every single moment, we believe and 
are waiting for salvation, and there is no 
day or moment which is without longing 
for Mashiach”. While this description is 
beautiful, it is also a bit jarring, because I 
don’t know about you, but I’m not sure I 
can honestly say that I wait for Mashiach 
every single day, all day long. Is my mind 
constantly focused on Mashiach or am I 
bogged down with all the trivialities of this 
world? And even more scary a thought – 
Do I truly want Mashiach to come right 
now? Maybe I want him to come in the-
ory, at some point in the future, but am I 

ready for him to come right now? 
The words of this bracha put us to 
the test, challenging us to confront 
our innermost beliefs and desires 
and to assess where we are holding.

The אריז"ל explains that we 
shouldn’t view this Tefilla as a state-
ment of how much we are waiting 
for Mashiach, but rather as a re-
quest to Hashem to help us get to 
that level. We are given the oppor-
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tunity three times a day to stop whatever 
we are doing and to focus for half a minute 
on what the ultimate goal is. He says that 
by utilizing this daily tool, we can work on 
ourselves so that when we go up to Sha-
mayim, we will be able to answer the ques-
tion of צפית לישועה (did you wait expectantly 
for salvation) with a resounding yes. 

The מבי"ט writes that as we get closer 
and closer to the Geula, our Tefillot are 
all the more powerful. Each Tefilla that 
is recited in every generation for the past 
2000 years brings us one step closer to 
the Geula. We should never think that 
our Tefillot are in vain or don’t accom-
plish anything. Throughout history, there 
were many people who truly cried and 
yearned for Mashiach. Their Tefillot were 
not for nothing, they were simply laying 
the foundation for the prayers of future 
generations. 

Our goal is to take those strong founda-
tions and continue in our ancestors’ foot-
steps by saying this Tefilla with Kavana 
and building up our yearning and desire 
for Mashiach. May all of those millions of 
Tefillot from throughout history combine 
together to ultimately penetrate the gates 
of Shamayim, bringing us the long awaited 
Mashiach, במהרה בימינו. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 


