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TImes According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities, 
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)

Torah Tidbits and many of the 
projects of OU Israel are assisted 
by grants from THE JERUSALEM 
MUNICIPALITY

TOLDOTHAVDALACHAYEI SARACANDLES
HavdalaCandles6:29Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim5:16 5:244:11
5:264:296:32Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)5:35
5:254:296:30Beit Shemesh / RBS5:35
5:244:266:29Gush Etzion 5:32
5:254:276:30Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 5:33
5:244:266:30Modi’in / Chashmona’im 5:32
5:244:266:30Netanya5:32
5:264:286:31Be’er Sheva5:24
5:254:276:30Rehovot5:33
5:254:116:30Petach Tikva 5:16
5:244:266:29Ginot Shomron5:32
5:234:156:29Haifa / Zichron5:21
5:234:256:28Gush Shiloh 5:31
5:254:276:30Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 5:33
5:244:266:29Giv’at Ze’ev 5:32
5:244:276:30Chevron / Kiryat Arba5:33
5:264:296:32Ashkelon5:35
5:254:276:31Yad Binyamin5:33
5:214:186:27Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden5:24
5:214:236:27Golan5:29

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 7:09PM • next week - 6:03pm

Ranges 11 days Wed.- Shabbat 
Oct. 27 -  Nov. 6 / 21 Marcheshvan - 2 Kislev
 
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 6:00 - 5:07
Sunrise 6:51 - 5:59
Sof Zman Kriat Shema 9:37 - 8:41
Magen Avraham      9:00 - 8:04
Sof Zman Tefila                        10:32 - 9:35 
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya) 
Chatzot (Halachic Noon)    12:22 - 11:22
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)   12:52 - 11:52
Plag Mincha 4:44 - 3:38
Sunset (Including Elevation) 5:58 - 4:50

*NOTE CLOCK CHANGES IN THE MIDDLE

OTHER
Z'MANIM

JERUSALEM
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Despite the nisayon and 
miracle of giving birth to 
Yitzchak at the age of 90, Sara 
Imenu,  was blessed to be in 

his life for 37 years. We can only imagine 
how special growing up in Avraham and 
Sarah’s tent must have been. The model-
ing of Emunah and Hachnasat Orchim, 
the countless students and converts that 
came through their doors, and the Shab-
bat candles that lasted from week to week 
must have left an invaluable impression on 
Yitzchak Avinu. Avraham’s sending Eliezer 
to search for Yitzchak’s wife and his mar-
riage to Rivka illustrate Yitzchak building 
his own home with a partner who shares 
his mother’s righteous qualities.

Parents are their children’s rocks. 
They not only provide for them finan-
cially, but they should be their children’s 
#1 cheerleaders and role models. Those of 
us blessed to be parents and grandparents 
(and I pray that those of you waiting to be 
parents are blessed with this bracha soon) 
realize that we will do all in our power so 
that our children feel loved and cared for. 
We pray that our children know we are 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

always looking out for them. 
Despite the significance and impact that 

Sara had on Yitzchak, this parsha always 
saddens me. I think of how blessed I am to 
have my parents in my life and mourn for 
Yitzchak losing his mother at a relatively 
young age. Every year, this parsha brings to 
mind many friends and acquaintances who 
have lost their most precious guardians.  

Not a week goes by when I don’t hear 
about families who have lost a parent and 
someone is collecting tzedakah for the 
family. Whether it be a phone call from a 
tzedakah organization, request at minyan, 
brochure, or radio ad, these stories pinch 
my heart. Not only do these families have to 
deal with the loss of a loved one, advocate, 
and role model, but many are struggling 
with how to pay their bills and put food on 
their tables. 

This reminds me of an OU lay leader 
who encouraged everyone to get life insur-
ance. He once told me that he would buy life 
insurance for young couples as a wedding 
gift in an effort to promote its importance. 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
חיה בת ר' יצחק הכהן ע"ה
 Helen Schiffmiller a”h

whose 3rd Yahrtzeit is on  
כ"ו מרחשון

In Loving Memory of
Archie Greenhaus ז"ל

   יחזקאל בן ישעיה ז"ל
On his 50th Yahrzeit

כ"ו חשון
Avraham & Malka Greenhaus and Family
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A parent is so much more than a financial 
resource – a parent is everything.  Parents 
provide their children with self-confidence, 
support them as they learn to walk, teach 
them to drive, encourage them to be inde-
pendent, and the list goes on and on. We all 
hope and pray that we will be here for our 
children into old age. Yet, unfortunately we 
know that this is not always the case, and 
as parents part of our Hishtadlut should be 
buying life insurance in the event that chas 
v’shalom our family needs it. 

In 2016, I was approached by Rabbi 
Hillel Horowitz who told me about a new 
organization he was starting. Keren Yachad 
is an innovative community fund in which 
families join by paying a 36 NIS one-time 
membership fee. When a member of the 
fund G-d forbid passes away, a financial 
advisor assesses the family’s financial 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

BAKA, GOOD DEAL! New penthouse, 4 rooms, 
104m, Shabbat elevator, 30m sukkah balcony 
with view, master bedroom, bright, 2,950,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON - Nice 5 rooms, 108m neto, 
stone building, Shabbat elevator, balcony with 
view, 3 directions, for renovation with potential, 
quiet, parking, exclusive, 3,680,000 NIS

PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON - In a 
picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parking spaces, rare!

GERMAN COLONY - Unique Property! Plot of 
more than dunam, permit to build a great house 
with pool, huge garden, ground floor of Arabic 
style house, high ceilings,  prime location. Rare!

בס”ד

NIR ETZION

RESORT HOTEL
CARMEL MOUNTAINS

PESACHISRAEL.COM’S

CELEBRATING OUR        TH YEAR!

ISRAEL’S PREMIER HEIMISH PESACH PROGRAM
Pesach 2022 5

RABBI YAACOV GOODMAN

RABBI ZEV LEFF

RABBI AVISHAI DAVID

SINGER ARI GOLDWAG

Pesach Israel.com

INFO@PESACHISRAEL.COM

WWW.PESACHISRAEL.COM

For more information or to book:Glatt LeMehadrin Kashrus; Non-Gebrochts;
Non-Kitniyos; Shmurah Matzo and Shemita LeChumra;
under Rav Moshe Nachshoni and Rabbi Ronen Lubitch.

Indoor Pool; Kids/Family Activities; Nightly Entertainment.



6     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

situation and collects a maximum of 64 
NIS/month from the members of the fund 
to help the families who recently lost loved 
ones. It is recommended that families join 
this fund in addition to having life insur-
ance policies. Keren Yachad provides its 
members with a way to help the families of 
orphans as well as additional coverage for 
the members’ children in case of tragedy. 
To date, Keren Yachad has 25,175 mem-
bers. If you are not familiar, I encourage 
you to visit their website to learn more: 
www.kyachad.co.il.

While we plan for the future, we must 
focus on maximizing today. No matter the 
age(s) of our children, it is important that 
we ask ourselves “how can I be a better 
parent?”. Raising our children is the most 
important “job” we are blessed with, and 
it is our obligation to be the best parents 
we can be for our kids. Just like we prepare 
for our professional jobs by taking courses 
and learning from experts, we should do 
the same for parenting. Unfortunately, 
we are not always aware of resources to 
help us in this area. As such, OU Israel, 

Shai AbramsonSimon Cohen
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra

in
2021

17th Nov  2021 |  13th Kislev 
19:30 

 Jerusalem Theatre
Henry Crown   

Emunah Jerusalem
office  02-5617317
Renee 054-4978122

Tickets

Raymond Goldstein
Elisheva Ansbacher  - Chairman

Nitzan Temerlies - Solo Violinist

Hallelu Men & Boys Choir
Conductor Shalom Kinori

Ofir Sobol - Conductor

comperes Richard Shavei-Tzion & Ido Tauber

OU Israel wishes a warm
MAZAL TOV 

to Rabbi Moshe and Mindy Hauer 
and family on the wedding of their 

daughter

Chana Shoshana to Moshe
שתזכו לבנות בית נאמן בישראל!



OU ISRAEL CENTER         7

State of the Art Boutique Residence on Dubnov – 
Talbieh Variety of luxurious apartments from 160 sqm 
to 220 sqm on one level, each one with large Sukkah 
terrace or private garden, beautiful views to the forest.  
Delivery in Mid-2023. DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic magnificent private mansion – on the edge 
of Old Katamon and German Colony- Plot of 1,300 sqm, 
Authentic House of 500 sqm on 2 levels + large basement of 
200 sqm, private swimming pool. Total Potential of 820 sqm 
above ground + basement. Can be sold as 3 luxurious flats or a 
magnificent private house. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Luxurious garden apartment – Old Katamon Small 
quiet lane, next to San Simon Park, newly built garden 
apartment of 318 sqm, 2 private entrances, 100 sqm 
private landscaped garden, 2 parking, storage room.  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Stunning penthouse with breathtaking Old City 
views – Talbieh Prime location, next to hotels, offers 
spectacular Old City panoramic views, newly built 275 sqm 
on one level with 130 sqm terrace, possibility of private pool.  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Amazing new penthouse, with Old City and Golden 
Dom views! – Caspi St. close to Baka Model apartment 
fully furnished, all new, 191 sqm on one level, 5 bedrooms, 
4 ensuite, 30 sqm Sukkah balcony, 12 sqm storage room. 
Parking and Shabbat elevator. MAYA – 054-6650184
New big apartment in Rechavia with garden in use. 
on a very quiet lane, close to Ben Maimon St. 137 sqm under 
construction, divided as 5 rooms, beautiful balcony, with  
150 sqm garden in use. Will be ready in 2.5 years. 
 MAYA – 054-6650184
Designed Model apartment in a luxurious residence in 
Talbieh with doorman 24/7, 150 sqm penthouse, furnished, 
architectural design with 15 sqm Sukkah balcony. Ready to 
move in. MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

in conjunction with our partners at Iriyat 
Yerushalayim (Jerusalem Municipality), 
recently launched The OU Israel Parenting 
Center which aims to help us become better 
parents and addresses parenting chal-
lenges unique to Olim families. I encourage 
you to take a look at the ads in Torah Tidbits 
for upcoming events and take advantage of 
this Parenting Center to be the best parents 
we can be today. 

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

JOIN THE FUN! 
Have your photo appear on the cover of 

Torah Tidbits!

Take a picture of something special 
that relates to the theme of the Parsha.  
We will select a photo most suited that 
speaks powerfully to our TT readership.

Please send your high resolution 
photos to aarong@ouisrael.org
(Image will be cropped to this size: 

13.8X18.2 cm, 300 dpi)

We are looking forward to seeing 
your amazing shots!
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

Our Parsha is the transition from Avraham 
and Sarah to Yitzchak and Rivka; Sarah dies at 
the beginning of the parsha, Avraham toward 
the end. Avraham buys Ma’arat Hamachpela 
where Sarah is buried. Avraham directs his 
servant to travel to Avraham’s land to bring 
a wife for Yitzchak. Upon arrival, the servant 
asks G-d to show him the right one, the one 
who will give drink to him and his animals. 
Rivka appears, does what he had hoped.  He 
tells the story to her family.  They agree that 
she is the one. Yitzchak greets them on their 
arrival and marries Rivka. Avraham’s other 
children are listed. Avraham dies.  Yishma-
el’s descendants are listed.

1st Aliya (23:1-16).  Sarah dies at 
age 127 in Kiryat Arba, Chevron.  

KI TEITZEI Avraham needs to buy a burial plot.  He is 
treated with nobility and respect. The peo-
ple want to give him a plot, while he insists 
on purchasing it. He is successful in buying 
Ma’arat Hamachpela.

Avraham has clearly earned the respect 
and admiration of the people. He in turn 
treats them with great respect, bowing 
twice. The promises made to Avraham, 
of fame, of fortune and of family, have 
all been fulfilled. Yitzchak has been born; 
Avraham is a man of great prominence, the 
people call him a prince of G-d; and he is 
wealthy. But. The promise that he would 
have the Land of Israel? He does not even 
own a burial plot. Fame, fortune and fam-
ily, yes; foothold in the Land, no.

2nd Aliya (23:17-24:9) Sarah is 
buried. Avraham requests from 
his chief of staff to swear to not 

have Yitzchak marry a Canaanite. Rather, 
“go to my Land, my birthplace” to find a 
wife for Yitzchak. Do not take Yitzchak 
there. If she refuses to come, you have done 
all you can.

Yes, Avraham addresses his chief of 
staff.  While we commonly refer to him as 
Eliezer, his name does not appear in this 
story. He is not the only anonymous per-
son to profoundly influence the story of the 
Jewish people. He takes his place alongside 
the man Joseph will encounter on his way 
to see his brothers, who steers Joseph in 
their direction.  Both nameless. As if to say: 
is he finding a wife, or is He finding the 
wife for Yitzchak? Many messengers does 
He use.

And why is Avraham so insistent on 
sending his servant to “my land, my birth-
place”?  You cannot help but hear an echo 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

CHAYEI SARA

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
day + 7 bonus days to get ready

for Pesach. Daily challenge email,
video, how tos, & support group.

JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
FEB 14, 2021

Hotline option avaliable 

from Lech Lecha – “from your land, from 
your birthplace” – said to Avraham. It could 
be that Avraham is seeking a woman to 
lead the new generation of the Jewish 
people who will walk in his footsteps. Lit-
erally.  He is seeking a woman who will 
walk in the footsteps of Sarah. Sarah, not 
just Avraham, left her land, her birthplace, 
her family home, journeying to the Land 
of Israel. This new generation will be led 
by a woman who too leaves her land, her 
birthplace and her parent’s home.  

Following in the footsteps will animate 
Yitzchak and Rivka’s life. Yitzchak will 
do many of the things that Avraham did 
– digging the wells, going to Gerar. Rivka 
will walk in the footsteps of Sarah; Sarah 
sent Yishmael away, Rivka will in effect 
cause Esau to be sent away from the Jew-
ish people.

3rd Aliya (24:10-26) The servant 
arrives in Nachor’s city. He asks 
G-d for a sign; the woman who 

gives me and my camels to drink, she is the 
one. Rivka appears and does just that. She 
tells him she is from the family of Nachor.  
And there is food for the camels and room 
for him to stay. The man bows to G-d.

Rivka is not only going to walk in Sar-
ah’s footsteps, leaving her home to go to 
the Land of Israel. She also follows in the 
footsteps of kindness. In the story of Avra-
ham and Sarah’s generosity to the 3 men at 
the beginning of Vayera, there are 2 “ratz 
– run” and 2 “maher – fast”. Rivka has 2 
maher’s and 1 ratz here and then another 
when she runs home. And – Avraham 
offered his guests “a little water”. Here too 
the servant asks for “a little water”. Not sure 
that drawing water for 10 camels would be 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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called a little – but nary a peep of objection 
from Rivka.

4th Aliya (24:27-52) Rivka runs to 
tell her mother. Her brother 
Lavan greets the man, welcomes 

him in. But before he eats, the man insists 
on relating what just happened. He relates 
that he is Avraham’s servant. And that 
Avraham has been blessed. And the prom-
ise to bring a wife for Yitzchak from his 
family. And of his deal with G-d. And that if 
the woman did as he had said, he would see 
it as a sign. And his bowing to G-d. He fin-
ishes by asking them if Rivka shall join him.  
They respond yes; he bows to G-d.

Happy endings are fun to read once. Or 
twice. The commentaries address the detail 
with which the Torah repeats the story, this 
time told by the servant. They mine the 
story for lessons.  

But one lesson that jumps out is the G-d 
talk. There is a lot of G-d talk by this servant. 
But not just the servant; Lavan and Betuel 
respond “this has come from G-d”, “she will 
go as G-d spoke”. Talk of G-d does not seem 
foreign to them. Perhaps this is the linger-
ing effect of Avraham’s influence; even 
after all these years of being away from his 
family, the influence of his belief in G-d still 
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persists. And the servant, the chief of staff’s 
language is deeply religious language – he 
certainly has been profoundly influenced 
by Avraham’s calling in the name of G-d.

5th Aliya (24:53-67) The servant is 
ready to leave. When Rivka’s 
mother and brother ask for a lit-

tle more time, the servant presses them. 
They ask Rivka her wish; she will go. They 
bless her.  Upon their arrival in the Negev, 
Yitzchak is coming from Beer L’chai Roi. He 
sees the camels; she sees him. Yitzchak is 
told of all that occurred. Yitzchak and Rivka 
marry.

With the mission to find a wife for 
Yitzchak successful, someone is missing 
from this return: Avraham. They travel 
right to Yitzchak. Rivka and he marry. And 
Avraham is not heard from again. A true 
passing of the baton.  

Why is it necessary to tell us Yitzchak 
was in Beer L’chai Roi? In fact, he returns 
there and resides there after Avraham’s 
death.  Why? That is the place where Yish-
mael was saved from near death after 
being banished by Sarah. Perhaps Yitzchak 
regrets Yishmael’s banishment and seeks to 
make peace with his brother. We will see 
that he does the same later with his own 
sons; he seems to want both Yaakov and 
Esav to continue his legacy. The men seem 
to want reconciliation; the women see the 
need to be definitive. Sarah banishes Yish-
mael.  Rivka banishes Esav. Yet, Avraham 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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None of the 613 mitzvot are in Chayei Sara, however, as we 
mention often, there are Midot and values and other lessons 
to be learned. This is one of 17 mitzva-less sedras, 9 of which 
are in Sefer B’reishit, 3 in Sh’mot, none in Vayikra, 2 in Bam-
idbar, and 3 in D’varim.

MITZVOT

STATS
5th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 12 in B’reishit 
Written on 171 lines in a Torah, rank 37 
4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1 closed 
105 p’sukim - ranks 32 (11 in B’reishit)  
1402 words - ranks 37th (11 in B’reishit) 
5314 letters - ranks 36th (11 in B’reishit) 
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champion his cause.
Adoniyahu arranged to be transported 

in a chariot with fifty people running 
before him. He then invited supporters to 
a festive party to promote his aspirations to 
attain the royalty.

At this time Nathan communicates with 
Bat Sheva, mother of Shlomo, and conveyed 
to her the importance of approaching King 
David and pleading with him that he artic-
ulate his choice of Shlomo to be the next 
King.

King David responds positively to this 
request. He says the following: “Indeed, as 
I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel say-
ing, ‘Surely Shlomo, your son, shall reign 
after me and he shall sit on my throne in 
my stead, surely, so will I swear this day.” 

May the Torah learned from this  
issue of  Torah Tidbits be לע"נ and  

in loving memory of  our dear brother    
Rabbi Zvi (Howard) 

Rosner ז"ל
נלב"ע כ"ב מרחשון תשפ"א

The Rosner and Jablin Families
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Mourning 
Sarah

Grief is the most powerful and most 
painful of human emotions. Yet, it is an emo-
tion which few human beings can avoid in 
their lifetime. We all face loss, and we all 
grieve. 

Interestingly, the first death of which we 
read in detail in the Bible is a murder. And 
the reaction of the murderer is one of denial 
and, ultimately, guilt. I speak, of course, of 
Cain’s slaying of Abel. We do not read of 
Cain’s grief, nor do we know at all of the 
reaction of Abel’s parents, Adam and Eve, 
to his death. 

In this week’s Torah portion, for the 
first time, we learn in detail the reaction of 
a surviving relative to the death of a loved 
one. I speak, of course, of Abraham and his 
response to the death of his wife, Sarah. 

Much has been written about the psy-
chology of the emotion of grief. It is a 
complex emotion and is a very long, some-
times life-long, process. 

It seems that there are at least two 
components to normal grief. There is an 
emotional component, consisting of feelings 
of great sadness and pervasive melancholy. 
There is also an intellectual component, 
as the mourner seeks to make some sense 
of his or her loss and to find purpose and 

meaning in the death of the loved one, to 
thus be able to move on in life. 

So it is not surprising that when Abraham 
learned of Sarah’s death, and he apparently 
was not in the vicinity of where she died, he 
came rushing to make the arrangements for 
her burial. 

We read that he “came to eulogize Sarah 
and to cry for her.” Note the two components 
of his response. Crying, expressing feelings 
of loss through sobs and tears, bechi, was 
one component. The other component was 
much more cerebral and consisted of a well 
thought-out and carefully composed eulogy. 

Abraham honored Sarah with his heart, 
his feelings, but also with his head, with his 
mind and intellect. 

Both aspects of this dual response are 
necessary. Over the first, the emotional 
aspect, we have little control. Feelings burst 
forth even when we try to suppress them. 

But the second aspect, the reasoned and 
verbally expressed eulogy, is one over which 
we have great control. We can plan inten-
tionally what we will say and what we won’t 
say in a eulogy, a hesped. 

There is a beautiful eulogy in the homi-
letic writings of the great 18th century sage, 
Rabbi Ezekiel Landau, author of the authori-
tative halachic work, Noda B’Yehuda. In that 
eulogy, Rabbi Landau speaks about his wife, 
Leeba, and compares her to the matriarch 
Sarah. 

He notes that in our text, Abraham cries 
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“for her,” the pronoun “her” being used 
instead of the proper name. However, he 
“eulogizes Sarah. No pronoun here, but 
her personal name—the name by which 
she was known to him and to all of her 
acquaintances. 

Rabbi Landau insists that Abraham was 
setting an example for all eulogies to follow, 
for all time and eternity. A eulogy must be 
specific and speak in detail about the partic-
ular and unique qualities of the deceased. 
One should not just eulogize “her,” one must 
eulogize “Sarah.” Those listening to the 
eulogy must come away with a better sense 
of who the deceased was, with some details 
about what made the deceased special. 

Too often at funerals, we hear clergy-
men make very impersonal remarks about 
death and eternity, and they do not leave us 
with even an impression of the biographical 
details and significance of the life that was 
just lost. 

Abraham set the tone for a proper 
eulogy. He eulogized the Sarah that he knew. 
Not some abstract description which could 
fit any woman, but an exquisitely detailed 
portrait of the real Sarah, from the perspec-
tive of one who shared his life with her. 

There is so much that careful students of 
Torah have learned from the lives of Abra-
ham and Sarah. One lesson that I personally 
cherish is the lesson of Abraham’s eulogy 
for his life’s companion. The actual words 
of this eulogy are not recorded, but the mes-
sage is clear. It was not an anonymous “her” 
that he mourned, but a real, flesh and blood, 
deeply beloved life-long spouse, Sarah. 
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

A Critical 
Balance

Now that our year has begun in earnest, 
let’s take a step back to consider the overall 
structure of the year….

Strikingly, two major “new years” 
exist on the Jewish Calendar, taking place 
exactly six months apart: Nissan, ordained 
in the Torah as the “first of the months,” 
and Tishrei; labeled by the rabbis as Rosh 
HaShana, the “head of the year.” 

Clearly a balance is intentionally 
formed through this dual structure. But 
what does that balance signify? What mes-
sage is conveyed by the splitting of the year 
into two equal sections, each headed by its 
own “Rosh HaShana?”

If we examine the Biblical holidays that 
mark these “new years,” an answer begins 
to emerge. Two passages of birth and 
rebirth begin to appear before us.

Nissan marks the birth of the Jewish 
nation, a process that unfolds in two steps: 
the Exodus from Egypt and the Revelation 
at Sinai. These events are commemorated 
by the holiday journey launched in Nis-
san; across Pesach, Sefirat Ha’Omer and 
Shavuot.  Nissan is a time of reconnection 
to our national story.

In contrast, Tishrei marks the birth of 
individual man, through God’s creation of 

Adam and Chava and their placement in 
the Garden of Eden. “Hayom haras olam,” 
the Rosh HaShana prayers of Tishrei pro-
claim, “Today is the birthday of the world.” 
While the rabbis in the Talmud debate the 
actual calendar date of the world’s cre-
ation, this is the time of the year when we 
ritually mark that creation. This is the time 
of the year when-as we move through Rosh 
HaShana, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Shem-
ini Atzeret-we journey through towards 
renewed understanding of our roles as 
individuals, each uniquely created in the 
image of God.

These two calendar poles thus reflect a 
tension embedded in human experience 
from the outset….

Every society, across time, is largely 
defined by the equilibrium it reaches 
between personal rights and communal 
needs. The Torah, in fact, describes two 
doomed societies at the dawn of human 
history, each of which fails at opposite 
ends of the spectrum. The generation of 
the flood was characterized by individual 
greed, at the expense of societal mores. 
This civilization had to be utterly destroyed 
by floodwaters, drowning all of human-
ity, sparing only Noach and his family. 
The generation of the dispersion, with its 
Tower of Bavel, focused only on the needs 
of its societal structure, ignoring the value 
of each individual. This civilization had 
to be destroyed, as well; but only through 
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the dissolution of the society. This was 
accomplished by the Divinely-ordained dis-
persion of its citizenry throughout the land.

Only after the destruction of these two 
civilizations and the transmission of the les-
sons taught through their respective fates, 
does God launch Jewish history with Avra-
ham’s journey to Canaan. Following the 
dictates of Divine law, Avraham’s nation 
will strike an ongoing balance between 
Yachid and Tzibur, individual and commu-
nity, in all areas of life. 

Consider, as an example, the way we 
pray. Halacha is clear in its assertion that 
prayer is best performed within a com-
munal setting, in the presence of at least 
a minyan. And yet, the central prayer, the 
Amida, is to be recited in isolation within 
the crowd, only loud enough for the pen-
itent himself, or herself, to hear. And yet 
again, this private Amida is recited in the 
plural tense-so that others are included in 
the penitent’s personal prayer. And then, 
this prayer is most often recited again, this 
time aloud, for all to hear. Personal and 
communal prayer, in continual delicate 
balance… the two forces of Yachid and Tzi-
bur, concretely mirrored and balanced in 
our approach to God.

Can it be, then, that the two major 
Rashei Shana of our year are designed to 
weave the balance between Yachid and Tzi-
bur into the very structure of our calendar?

The Rosh HaShana of Nissan, with its 
stress upon the birth of Jewish nationhood, 
reminds us that only through affiliation 
with our nation’s journey can we fully real-
ize our personal potential as Jews. If we fail 
to attach ourselves to our nation’s hopes and 
dreams, we are simply incomplete.

The Rosh HaShana of Tishrei, in contrast, 
reminds us that the unity of our people does 
not connote uniformity; that each of us, as 
individuals, has a unique, essential, contribu-
tion to make towards our nation’s saga; that 
each of us has our own, personal relation-
ship to cultivate with our Creator.

One final point, however …
The primary rituals that mark each 

of these Rashei Shana seem strangely 
counter-intuitive. 

The New Year of Nissan, the Communal 
New Year, is marked by a retreat to our pri-
vate homes for the individual experience of 
the Pesach Seder. The New Year of Tishrei, 
the Personal New Year, is marked in the 
largest public gatherings of the entire year, 
as we come together for the prayers of the 
Yamim Noraim, the Days of Awe.

And yet, upon consideration, the mes-
sage is clear. There must be overlap between 
the two opposite poles. The equation 
between the Rashei Shana of our year is not 
static, but dynamic, a formula in constant 
flux. We can only reach our full potential as 
individuals within the context of the com-
munity. And our communal affiliation is 
complete only when we contribute our own 
unique gifts, talents and abilities towards the 
benefit of the whole.

A duality in the calendar. Individual and 
community… community and individual… 
each informing the other…each enriching 
the other…in constant tension and in con-
stant balance… as we move through the 
very days of our year. 

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press 
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and 
“Unlocking the Haggada."
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The Kindness 
of Strangers

In 1966 an eleven-year-old Black boy 
moved with his parents and family to a 
white neighbourhood in Washington. Sit-
ting with his two brothers and two sisters 
on the front step of the house, he waited to 
see how they would be greeted. They were 
not. Passers-by turned to look at them but 
no one gave them a smile or even a glance 
of recognition. All the fearful stories he had 
heard about how whites treated Blacks 
seemed to be coming true. Years later, writ-
ing about those first days in their new home, 
he says, “I knew we were not welcome here. 
I knew we would not be liked here. I knew 
we would have no friends here. I knew we 
should not have moved here . . .”

As he was thinking those thoughts, a 
white woman coming home from work 
passed by on the other side of the road. She 

turned to the children and with a broad 
smile said, “Welcome!” Disappearing into 
the house, she emerged minutes later with 
a tray laden with drinks and sandwiches 
which she brought over to the children, 
making them feel at home. That moment 
– the young man later wrote – changed his 
life. It gave him a sense of belonging where 
there was none before. It made him realise, 
at a time when race relations in the United 
States were still fraught, that a Black fam-
ily could feel at home in a white area and 
that there could be relationships that were 
colour-blind. Over the years, he learned to 
admire much about the woman across the 
street, but it was that first spontaneous act 
of greeting that became, for him, a definitive 
memory. It broke down a wall of separation 
and turned strangers into friends.

The young man, Stephen Carter, even-
tually became a law professor at Yale and 
wrote a book about what he learned that 
day. He called it Civility.1 The name of the 
woman, he tells us, was Sara Kestenbaum, 
and she died all too young. He adds that it 
was no coincidence that she was a religious 
Jew. “In the Jewish tradition,” he notes, such 
civility is called chessed – “the doing of acts 

1  Stephen Carter, Civility, New York: Basic 
Books, 1999, pp. 61-75.
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of kindness – which is in turn derived from 
the understanding that human beings are 
made in the image of God.” Civility, he adds, 
“itself may be seen as part of chessed: it 
does indeed require kindnesses toward our 
fellow citizens, including the ones who are 
strangers, and even when it is hard.” To this 
day, he adds, “I can close my eyes and feel 
on my tongue the smooth, slick sweetness 
of the cream cheese and jelly sandwiches 
that I gobbled on that summer afternoon 
when I discovered how a single act of gen-
uine and unassuming civility can change a 
life forever.”2

I never knew Sara Kestenbaum, but 
years after I had read Carter’s book I gave 
a lecture to the Jewish community in the 
part of Washington where she had lived. I 
told them Carter’s story, which they had not 
heard before. But they nodded in recogni-
tion. “Yes,” one said, “that’s the kind of thing 
Sara would do.”

Something like this thought was surely 
in the mind of Abraham’s servant, unnamed 
in the text but traditionally identified as 
Eliezer, when he arrived at Nahor in Aram 
Naharaim, northwest Mesopotamia, to find 
a wife for his master’s son. Abraham had 
not told him to look for any specific traits 
of character. He had simply told him to find 
someone from his own extended family. 
Eliezer, however, formulated a test:

Lord, God of my master Abraham, make 
me successful today, and show kindness to 

2  Ibid., pp. 71-72.
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my master Abraham. See, I am standing 
beside this spring, and the daughters of the 
townspeople are coming out to draw water.  
May it be that when I say to a young woman, 
‘Please let down your jar that I may have a 
drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water 
your camels too’—let her be the one You 
have chosen for Your servant Isaac. By this 
I will know that You have shown kindness 
[chessed] to my master.” (Gen. 24:12-14)

His use of the word chessed here is no 
accident, for it is the very characteristic 
he is looking for in the future wife of the 
first Jewish child, Isaac, and he found it in 
Rebecca.

It is the theme, also, of the book of Ruth. 
It is Ruth’s kindness to Naomi, and Boaz’s 
to Ruth, that Tanach seeks to emphasise in 
sketching the background to David, their 
great-grandson, who would become Isra-
el’s greatest King. Indeed the Sages said that 
the three characteristics most important 
to Jewish character are modesty, compas-
sion, and kindness.3 Chessed, what I have 
defined elsewhere as “love as deed,”4 is 
central to the Jewish value system.

The Sages based it on the acts of God 
himself. Rav Simlai taught: 

“The Torah begins with an act of kind-
ness and ends with an act of kindness. It 
begins with God clothing the naked - “The 
Lord God made for Adam and his wife gar-
ments of skin and clothed them,” (Gen. 3:21) 
- and it ends with Him caring for the dead: 
“And He [God] buried [Moses] in the Valley.” 
(Deut. 34:6). (Talmud Bavli, Sotah 14a)

3  Bamidbar Rabbah 8:4.
4  Jonathan Sacks, To Heal a Fractured 
World, pp. 44-56.
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Chessed – providing shelter for the 
homeless, food for the hungry, assistance 
to the poor; visiting the sick, comforting 
mourners and providing a dignified burial 
for all – became constitutive of Jewish life. 
During the many centuries of exile and 
dispersion Jewish communities were built 
around these needs. There were chevrot, 
“friendly societies,” for each of them.

In seventeenth-century Rome, for exam-
ple, there were seven societies dedicated 
to the provision of clothes, shoes, linen, 
beds and warm winter bed coverings for 
children, the poor, widows and prisoners. 
There were two societies providing trous-
seaus, dowries, and the loan of jewellery 
to poor brides. There was one for visiting 
the sick, another bringing help to families 
who had suffered bereavement, and oth-
ers to perform the last rites for those who 
had died – purification before burial, and 
the burial service itself. Eleven fellowships 
existed for educational and religious aims, 
study and prayer, another raised alms for 
Jews living in the Holy Land, and others 
were involved in the various activities asso-
ciated with the circumcision of newborn 
boys. Yet others provided the poor with the 
means to fulfil commands such as mezuzot 
for their doors, oil for the Chanukah lights, 
and candles for the Sabbath.5 

Chessed, said the Sages, is in some 
respects higher even than tzedakah:

Our masters taught: loving-kindness 
[chessed] is greater than charity [tzeda-
kah] in three ways. Charity is done with 

5  Israel Abrahams, Jewish Life in the 
Middle Ages, London, Edward Goldston, 
1932, pp. 348-363.
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one’s money, while loving-kindness may be 
done with one’s money or with one’s per-
son. Charity is done only to the poor, while 
loving-kindness may be given both to the 
poor and to the rich. Charity is given only 
to the living, while loving-kindness may be 
shown to the living and the dead. (Talmud 
Bavli, Succah 49b)

Chessed in its many forms became 
synonymous with Jewish life and one of the 
pillars on which it stood. Jews performed 
kindnesses to one another because it was 
“the way of God” and also because they or 
their families had had intimate experience 
of suffering and knew they had nowhere 
else to turn. It provided an access of grace 
in dark times. It softened the blow of the loss 
of the Temple and its rites:

Once, as R. Yohanan was walking out of 
Jerusalem, R. Joshua followed him. Seeing 
the Temple in ruins, R. Joshua cried, “Woe to 
us that this place is in ruins, the place where 
atonement was made for Israel’s iniquities.” 
R. Yohanan said to him: “My son, do not 
grieve, for we have another means of atone-
ment which is no less effective. What is it? 
It is deeds of loving-kindness, about which 
Scripture says, ‘I desire loving-kindness and 
not sacrifice’” (Hosea 6:6).6 

Through chessed, Jews humanised fate 
as, they believed, God’s chessed humanises 
the world. As God acts towards us with 
love, so we are called on to act lovingly to 

6  Avot de-Rabbi Natan, 4.

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

OU ISRAEL CENTER         25

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
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one another. The world does not operate 
solely on the basis of impersonal principles 
like power or justice, but also on the deeply 
personal basis of vulnerability, attachment, 
care and concern, recognising us as individ-
uals with unique needs and potentialities.

It also added a word to the English lan-
guage. In 1535 Myles Coverdale published 
the first-ever translation of the Hebrew 
Bible into English (the work had been 
begun by William Tyndale who paid for it 
with his life, burnt at the stake in 1536). It 
was when he came to the word chessed that 
he realised that there was no English word 
which captured its meaning. It was then 
that, to translate it, he coined the word 
“loving-kindness.”

The late Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
used to say, “When I was young I admired 
cleverness. Now that I am old I find I 
admire kindness more.” There is deep wis-
dom in those words. It is what led Eliezer 
to choose Rivka to become Isaac’s wife and 
thus the first Jewish bride. Kindness brings 
redemption to the world and, as in the case 
of Stephen Carter, it can change lives. Word-
sworth was right when he wrote that the 
“best portion of a good man’s [and woman’s] 
life” is their “little, nameless, unremem-
bered, acts / Of kindness and of love.”7 

7  From his poem, ‘Tintern Abbey’.
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Over the years, we have discussed 
the comparisons as well as the con-
trasts between the stories related 

in the parasha and those related in the 
haftarah. More than once we’ve focused 
on the differences between the peace-
ful final days of Avraham Avinu and the 
tumultuous final days of David HaMelech. 
While the parasha details how Avraham 
prepared to hand over the reins of leader-
ship to his son Yitrzchak, securing Sarah’s 
only son as his successor who would carry 
on Avraham’s divine mission, the haftarah 
shares with us the story of David’s struggle 
to do the same – as we read in the opening 
perek of M‘lachim A.

And yet, although the contrast between 
the two similar events are quite stark, we 
would be doing a disservice were we to 
believe that Chazal saw only the one obvi-
ous similarity between the two, i.e., the 
story of the two elderly leaders insuring 
the viability and stability of the next gen-
eration before their deaths, because, as Rav 
Moshe Lichtenstein writes, there are more 
numerous parallels between the stories 
than we might have first noticed.

Both stories focus on two righteous indi-
viduals who were highly accomplished and 
successful during their lifetimes. Both had 
two possible heirs as successors: Avraham 
would choose between Yitzchak and Yish-
ma’el, while David must choose between 
Shlomo and Adoniya (who, as the haftarah 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

relates, had already announced that he was 
the King). Furthermore, those who lived at 
each era had legitimate expectations that 
the “other” (he who was not chosen) would 
be named as successor. Yishma’el was, 
after all, Avraham’s eldest and, in many 
ways, followed his father’s life of action 
and wanderings, far more than the quiet 
and sedate Yitzchak who remained in the 
land – never to wander around or leave it.

In a similar fashion, Adoniya seemed 
to be the more obvious choice for David’s 
successor. He was the oldest surviving son 
of the King – far older than the young (12 
year-old) Shlomo – and he had already 
gathered a small army of powerful men as 
his supporters – including David’s (former) 
Chief-of-Staff and the (former) Kohen Gadol. 
Shlomo had only the inner circle of the 
King’s that included his mother, Bat Sheva 
and the navi, Natan, who pleaded his case.

But the choice of both fathers was not 
dependent upon the expectations of the 
people, nor upon the power of the respec-
tive followers nor even the order the heir’s 
birth. Both fathers chose the son who was 
favored by their mother (Sarah and Bat 
Sheva) and the one who would best carry 
out the goals of the father. Only one who 
would keep that traditions and the basic 
values set by the father would be chosen. 
And they were.

But Rav Lichtenstein adds a fascinating 
post-script. He argues that carrying out the 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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respective father’s ideals does not mean 
copying the exact behavior of their pre-
decessor. Each generation posed unique 
challenges that had to be met in different 
ways. Avraham who hoped to fulfill Hash-
em’s promise to establish Eretz Yisra’el as 
the homeland of his descendants did so 
only through Yitzchak who, throughout 
his 180 years, never abandoned the land. 
Similarly, David, who could only dream 
of establishing a dynasty of kings and of 
building the Beit HaMikdash, succeeded 
only thorough Shlomo, who did both.

Ultimately, providing for a successful 
future does not depend on birth, on pop-
ularity or on power. It depends on the 
sharing of common values that can move 
the eternal dreams of justice and morality 
into future generations for many, many 
years. 
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Tefillas Mincha 
A Gift

From a pasuk in this week’s parsha. “ויצא 

 chazal - ,(Bereshis 24: 63) ”יצחק לשוח בשדה
derive that Yitzhak enacted tefillas Mincha. 
(Berachos 26).  The Gemara (Berachos 6) 
stresses that one should be very careful so 
as not to miss the opportunity to daven Min-
cha since it was at Mincha time that Eliyahu 
Hanavi’s request was answered on Har 
HaCarmel. 

What is so special about Mincha? Why 
does the gemara emphasize that one should 
be cautious not to miss Mincha. There is no 
such warning about Shachris or Maariv! 

The Kli Yakar explains that after Yitzhak 
davened Mincha, his prayers were imme-
diately answered. The pasuk tells us: “ 
And Yitzhak went forth to pray in the field 
towards evening, and he lifted his eyes and 
saw, and behold, camels were approaching.” 
(Bereshis 24:63). Within the same pasuk in 
which we are told that Yitzhak prayed, as 
he lifts us his eyes, he immediately sees 
Rivka approaching. As Eliezer was on his 
mission to find Yitzhak’s shidduch, Yitzhak 

was surely praying that Hashem would 
ensure that Eliezer was successful in find-
ing Yitzhak the appropriate mate. It is only 
when Yitzhak davened Mincha that we wit-
ness an instantaneous response to a tefillah. 
Avraham prayed on behalf of Sedom and 
did achieve his desired results.  

What is so special about Mincha that 
we are to take such caution not to miss 
davening Mincha and that during Mincha, 
Yitzhak’s request was fulfilled? 

The Tur explains that there is less of a 
chance that someone will forget to, or be dis-
tracted from, davening Shachris or Maariv. 
When we wake in the morning the first 
thing we do before we start our day is daven 
Shachris. Before we go to sleep it is easy to 
remember to daven Maariv.  However, 
when we are busy during the day at work, 
driving carpools, in school – we may lose 
track of time and suddenly, we look out the 
window and notice it is nighttime and the 
time to daven Mincha has passed.  We have 
to engrain in ourselves, that during the day 
we need to take a break. To stop everything 
and dedicate a short period of time to focus 
on Mincha. Due to all these distractions, the 
reward for davening Mincha is great. Why 
such a great reward?  Perhaps by taking 
time from our busy day we are emphasiz-
ing that Hashem is a part of every aspect of 
our daily lives. 

An idea brought down by Rav Chaim 
Shmulevitz in the Sichas Musar -  helps us 
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further understand how Mincha is critical 
in enabling us to properly establish our day. 
Rav Shmulevitz addresses how a break in 
the action adversely affects one’s progress. 
To illustrate his point Rav Shmulevitz pro-
vides the following example. If you want to 
boil water, you have to keep it on a flame 
until it reaches its boiling point.  If you 
remove the pot of water from the flame 
before it boils and then the pot of water 
cools off -in order for it to boil it again has to 
remain on a flame for a set period of time. 
The fact that the pot of water had previously 
been on a flame is irrelevant.  It does not 
expedite the boiling of the water.   Breaks in 
the middle of something disrupts the con-
sistency and adversely affects what one is 
trying to accomplish. It delays and can even 
inhibit the desired result. One complete item 
is not the same as two halves.  

We could apply this idea to explain the 
importance of Mincha. When one is busy at 
work or with running errands all day and 
not partaking in any spiritual endeavor, to 
break up the day with davening Mincha or 
listening to a shiur – interrupts the monot-
ony of the day and infuses it with kedusha.  
That spiritual break weakens the lack of 
spirituality for that day by separating it into 
two halves. The part of the day before Min-
cha and the part of the day after Mincha.  
That is why Mincha is so important and one 
who davens Mincha merits a great reward. 

An application of this, is the story told 
of Rabbi Akiva who returned home after 

12 years and as he approaches his home 
he hears his wife saying to a friend that she 
would be happy to hear that her husband 
remain in Yeshiva for another 12 years.  
Rabbi Akiva without even stepping into 
his home, turns around and goes back to 
Yeshiva. Why didn’t he at least stay for a few 
hours and say hello? Rabbi Akiva knew this 
would be a hefsek  – it would be an interrup-
tion. 12 years +12 years of learning is not the 
same as 24 years of learning. 

The Kedushas Levi (Rav Levi Yitzhak 
M’barditchiv) inquires as to why the tefilla is 
called “Mincha”. The first prayer is Shachris, 
which we recite each morning when we 
arise, in part to express gratification for 
being granted another day.  Maariv, we 
recite at night, thanking Hashem for the day 
that was just completed and we ask for pro-
tection during the following night.   Mincha, 
however, is not connected to any particular 
item. Not to the day, not to the night.  There is 
no specific request that is required.  Perhaps 
that is why it is referred to as “Mincha”- a 
gift!  It is our way of showing our uncondi-
tional commitment to and appreciation of, 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.   

The Aruch Haschulchan refers to Min-
cha as the daily neila as it is the last tefilla of 
the day!  As the days become shorter in the 
coming months, may we be careful to daven 
Mincha at the proper time and use this as an 
opportunity to offer our gift of appreciation 
to Hashem, even when it may be our busi-
est time of day. 
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many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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ASHKENAZI SOUL FOOD REVIVAL
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Judicious 
Jewelry

Even prior to knowing Rivka Imeinu’s 
identity Eliezer gifts her with two pieces of 
jewelry. The Torah relates that he gave her 
a nose ring weighing a beka and two brace-
lets weighing ten gold shekels (Bereisheet 
24;22).  Rashi comments that the weight of 
the nose ring hints to the half shekel that 
the Jews would give in the future, who’s 
weight was a beka and the two bracelets 
hint to the two Luchot upon which were 
written the Aseret Hadibrot.  What is the 
inference here and why does Eliezer give 
this jewelry to Rivka without even knowing 
her identity?

The Maharal explains that as soon as 
Eliezer saw Rivka, he perceived instinc-
tively that she would be the mother of the 
Jewish people. He therefore did not want 
to delay even a moment to give her this 

jewelry that symbolized her role as the 
progenitor of our nation. The message, 
learns Rav Goldstein in Shaarei Chayim, is 
how careful one must be to grab a moment 
of opportunity without delay. Moreover, 
he notes that Eliezer emphasizes actions 
over words to express his intent by first 
giving her gifts and then speaking to her. 
Similarly, when one is travelling it is best 
to physically turn towards Yerushalayim 
in tfilah or at the very least to focus one’s 
heart in that direction. In doing so, one’s 
desire is conveyed concretely.  

Many commentators appreciate these 
two pieces of jewelry as symbols of a Jewish 
marriage. Rav Rebibo in Minchat Michael 
points out that the value of a beka is half 
a shekel.  Each partner in marriage must 
view himself or herself as a half, ready 
to learn and grow from the “other half”.  
When one views himself as complete, he 
is reticent to expand and actualize his full 
capacity. Two wholes will never achieve 
wholeness together. Likewise, the two 
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MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

bracelets that reflect the two Tablets relay 
a message for marriage. It is not enough to 
be proficient in the laws between man and 
Hashem, one must also invest in bein adam 
lechavero; giving to another, developing the 
relationship to ensure a happy, satisfying 
marriage.

The Kli Yakar questions the following 
imbalance in Eliezer’s message through his 
gifts: a beka’s value is half while the two 
bracelets seem joined together to create a 
whole. He reconciles this with the follow-
ing injunction. Living an earthly existence 
will never fill one’s absolute desire, the 
only thing that will bring a sense of com-
pleteness is a life of Torah.

Rav Friedman in Shevilei Pinchas 
finds deep meaning in the Kli Yakar’s 
insight. He cites the well-known gemara; 
Rabi Yochanan taught that the joining 
of marriage partners is as difficult as 
the splitting of the Sea (Sotah 2a). The 
Maharal understands this to mean that 
just as it is a miracle to take something 
that was once whole (the water) and split 
it into two, likewise, it is a miracle to 
take two separate entities and join them 
into one. Rav Friedman teaches from the 
Zohar Hakadosh that really the souls of 
man and woman were created as one 
in heaven. Only once they descended to 
earth did they split into two with the goal 
of reuniting as one. This coming together 
is miraculous, akin to the splitting and 
rejoining of the Sea. The profound mes-
sage of the jewelry is thus, the beka 
reflects the two halves of the soul down 
on this earth which must fuse as one in 
the realm of marriage creating an inte-
grated thorough oneness. 
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Mesirus 
Nefesh

Reb Baruch and Sarah Nachshon were 
among the first families to return to the 
newly liberated city of Chevron after the 
Six Day War. For more than fifty years they 
braved many odds, including an unsup-
portive, unwilling Israeli government 
— yet with incredible sacrifice, persistence 
and faith, the Nachshons remained trail-
blazers for the renewal and rebuilding of 
the holy city. 

In 1975 the Nachshons suffered the 
unimaginable tragic loss of their beloved 
infant son, Avraham Yedidya, a’h. The sud-
den tragedy struck while R’ Baruch was 
out of town, leaving Sarah to make prepa-
rations for the burial all on her own. Since 
the Arab pogroms of 1929, the Jewish cem-
etery of the old city of Chevron had been 
off limits to Jewish burials, and Sarah was 
instructed to choose a plot in the new area 
of Kiryat Arba or in a Jerusalem area beis 
ha-chayim. Ever-conscious of her family’s 
shlichus and their role and place in history, 
Sarah decided that Avraham Yedidya, a’h, 

should be the first Jew to be buried in the 
ancient Jewish cemetery of Chevron in this 
new era.  

Fearful of angering the local Arabs 
and under direct governmental orders, 
Israeli soldiers blocked the road leading 
to the cemetery on the day of the funeral. 
They conducted a search of every car 
participating in the funeral procession 
from Kiryat Arba. The resulting standoff 
between the determined mourners and 
the soldiers was too much for the griev-
ing mother to bear. After more than an 
hour, exhausted from the impasse, Sarah 
Nachshon emerged from the car hold-
ing the tiny body of Avraham Yedidya 
in her arms and addressed the soldiers: 
“You have your orders. I have mine!” 
Protectively cradling her child, she strode 
past the weeping soldiers, who were 
spontaneously powerless in the face of 
the emunah and resilience of this lone, 
brokenhearted Jewish mother. The levaya 
continued and mourners proceeded 
on foot up the steep hill to the ancient 
cemetery.

Finally, overlooking the S’de haMach-
pelah, standing adjacent to the mass grave 
of Jews murdered in the massacres of 
1929, Sarah Nachshon lowered her child, 

We Pay More 4 Gold & Diamonds 
https://cash4gold.money/

Get the best value for your Jewelry Gold & Diamonds

Ph: 0556868939
MAZAL TOV to 

Miriam & Rabbi Dovid Shapiro and family 
on the birth of a great granddaughter
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Avraham Yedidya, into a freshly dug grave. 
In the darkness illuminated only by the 
moon and a few scattered lanterns and 
flashlights, Sarah collected herself, and 
mustering other-wordly strength, cried 
out, “Avraham Yedidya, my dear son! Four 
thousand years ago our father Avraham 
acquired this holy ground for the Jewish 
People and buried his wife Sarah here! 
Tonight the circle has been closed, with 
Sarah burying her son, Avraham!” 

ר־ּבוֹ ְלַאְבָרָהם ַלֲאֻחזַּת־ָקֶבר ָעָרה ֲאשֶׁ ֶדה ְוַהמְּ ַויָָּקם ַהשָּׂ

“And the field and the cave within it 
were established to Abraham as burial 
property.” (23:20)

Rebbe Avraham Ibn Ezra taught that the 
Torah includes extensive details regarding 
the purchase of Me’aras haMachpela in 
order to accentuate the mesirus nefesh, the 
sacrifice and investment of time, resources, 
and effort expended by Avraham Avinu to 
acquire it as a nachalah, a burial place for 
his beloved Sarah. Furthermore,
 ונזכרה זאת הפרשה להודיע מעלת ארץ ישראל על כל 

הארצות, לחיים ולמתים

“This is mentioned in the parsha in 
order to make known the quality of Eretz 
Yisrael over those of all other lands — in 
terms of those who are living there, and 
those who are buried there.”

From the start, our collective relation-
ship to Chevron is through death, and those 
who are buried in her holy caves: צדיקים 
 the “tzadikim who in their ,שבמיתתן נקראו חיים
deaths are called ‘alive’ (Brachos, 18a).

Each morning in the Beis haMikdash, 
the moment of dawn was announced: 
“The eastern sky is brightening all the way 
to Chevron!” Chazal (Yoma, 30b) explain 

that the holy city of Chevron was thus men-
tioned in order to invoke the merits of the 
patriarchs who are buried there. Students 
of the Baal Shem Tov learned from this that 
when we speak about holy places and peo-
ple, we should invoke their great merits.  

עורו ישני חברון!

May ‘those who sleep in Chevron’ 
awaken and their great merits stand for us 
all. And may the mention and memory of 
the righteous be a blessing.

Dedicated לע׳נ to Reb Baruch Nachshon 
zy’a, who was niftar this Aseres Yemei Teshu-
vah and buried in the same cemetery as his 
beloved Avraham Yedidya a’h. R’ Baruch will 
always be remembered as a world renowned 
artist, a shaliach of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
and a courageous builder of Eretz Yisrael; 
Yehi Zichro Baruch. 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95sqm, sukkah 
balcony, beautiful panoramic view, Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130sqm, Sukkah 
balconies, 4 exposures, elevator, small and quiet 
building 5,000,000 NIS
Katamonim: 4 room duplex, 105sqm, beautifully 
architecturally renovated, 16sqm sukkah balcony, 
master bedroom, private large attic 2,890,000 NIS
Ramat Denya: 6 room duplex garden apartment, 
158sqm+ large attic, terrace, 2 covered parking, 
very bright, view, potential for significant 
expansion, 5,500,000 NIS
German Colony: 3.5 rooms, 85sqm, first floor, 
spacious balcony, 3,300,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90sqm, master 
suite, sukkah balc. 3,600,000NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 82sqm, balcony, 
elevator, Mamad, storage 2,700,000 NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 60sqm, ground floor, 
storage, balcony, Mamad 1,850,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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Chayei Sarah: 
Israel’s Second 
City

Countries are defined by their “leading” 
city- the famous and prominent city which 
captures the nation’s hopes and imagina-
tion. Many countries also feature a “second 
city”, which generally serves a very different 
function from the primary city. Obviously, 
Yerushalayim is Israel’s first city, its capi-
tal, and the site of the Mikdash. It is equally 
obvious that Chevron is our second Biblical 
city. What role does Chevron play within 
Jewish history and how does its identity dif-
fer from Yerushalayim?

Yerushalayim is the city of G-d posi-
tioned under the Heavenly throne and 
pivoted around the house of Hashem. This 
celestial city cannot be appropriated by 
humans but remains “unattainable” as a 
divine province. Unlike Yerushalayim which 
was never a domain for humans, Chevron 
was adopted by the founders of our people 
as their “city” and this city hosted the origins 
of Jewish history. 

This stark contrast between these 
two cities is latent within their respective 
names. The name Yerushalayim is based 
on Avraham’s otherworldly encounter with 
Hashem during the akeidah- בהר ה’ יראה. That 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

encounter occurred beyond human logic 
and beyond human terrain. Even the nick-
name of the mountain of “Moriah” is based 
upon the great “fear” or yirah produced 
by the encounter with Hashem. The terms 
Yerushalayim and Moriah each evoke an 
encounter with G-d beyond human space. 
By contrast, Chevron takes its name from 
the word “chaver” or friend. It is the city of 
our “friends” or of our founding ancestors. 

The contrast between these two cities 
is showcased by the bookends of parshat 
Vayeira. In the beginning of the parsha, 
while residing in the Mamre plain near the 
city of Chevron, Avraham hosts Hashem 
in his tent.  By the conclusion of Vayeira, 
Hashem hosts Avraham atop a mountain 
overlooking the city of G-d. In Chevron 
Man hosts Hashem. In Yerushalayim we are 
guests of G-d. 

Even the topography of Chevron differs 
from the landscape of Yerushalayim. Tehil-
lim chapter 125 portrays Yerushalayim as 
surrounded by mountains- ירושלים הרים סביב 

-Though Chevron is located in a moun .לה
tainous region , the city center is pivoted 
upon a valley known as ‘Emek Chevron”. 
The city of G-d is outlined by soaring hill-
tops while Chevron is anchored to an earthy 
lowland. 

As the city of our Avot, Chevron serves 
several crucial “complimentary” functions.

Launching Jewish History:
Yerushalayim cannot launch history. 
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This holy city is the endpoint of history, the 
city we are constantly traveling toward. 
Yerushalayim is a metaphor for the utopia 
we all voyage to. It will host the Messianic 
gathering of humanity standing unanimous 
in their recognition of Hashem and their 
appreciation of the Jews. If the journey of 
Man ends in Yerushalayim the history of the 
Jews cannot also begin there. 

Instead, Jewish history is launched in 
Chevron. While being hosted in Mamre, in 
the vicinity of Chevron, Avraham is visited 
by angels and informed 
of Yitzchak’s birth. His 
revolution will not be a 
passing fad or a flash in 
the pan. Yitzchak will 
succeed him, entrench 
his revolutionary ideas 
and establish a nation. 
Furthermore, the initial 
Covenant of Jewish his-
tory- the הבתרים בין   ברית 
was crafted in the same 
precincts of Mamre. 
The seeds of Jewish his-
tory are planted in the 
foothills of Chevron, not 
in the dreamlands of 
Yerushalayim.

Years later, the time-
line of the Covenant 
begins to unfold in Chev-
ron. Yosef is dispatched 
from the valley of Chev-
ron to locate his brothers. 
Yosef’s reconnaissance 
mission will soon draw 
the entire family down 
to Egypt and will unleash 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

interiors

to turn your wishes into a reality and design your 
DREAM HOME! You will enjoy a beautiful design that 

meets your needs and works within your budget,  
Don't miss this special offer!

to turn your wishes into a reality and design your 
DREAM HOME! You will enjoy a beautiful design that 

meets your needs and works within your budget,  
Don't miss this special offer!

Esti Lerner an interior designer with a specialty in home styling,
invites you

IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING RENOVATING YOUR HOME

IF YOU ARE MOVING INTO A NEW HOUSE AND WANT 
TO DESIGN IN A FUNCTIONAL AND PRACTICAL WAY

Come join our many satisfied clients
and live in your beautifully furnished dream home!

Offering a unique opportunity

40% DISCOUNT
on your home design!

Limited to the first 5 clients

*Free consultation meeting valued at 400₪

the saga of the ברית בין הבתרים which was origi-
nally ratified in Chevron. History was forged 
in Chevron and it is now being unveiled in 
Chevron.  

Two hundred years after the descent into 
Egypt, Chevron jumpstarts a different stage 
of the original historical Covenant: the Jews 
are about to enter Israel and establish the 
kingdom of G-d in Yerushalayim. Sadly, all 
but two spies arrive with malicious intent. 
Calev, loyal to the Covenant, visits Chevron 
hoping to implement the historical covenant 
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of this city. 
Most of the seminal moments of Jew-

ish history depicted in Bereishit occur in 
Chevron. Our history begins in Chevron 
and migrates north to Yerushalayim. 

A City of Kings
The Jewish political capital must be 

fused to the heart of religion. Sitting in the 
presence of G-d in Yerushalayim regulates 
the authority of a Jewish king. In Yerusha-
layim, under the eye of Hashem, a king is 
subject to a higher authority. Though the 
monarchy must settle in Yerushalayim it 
cannot originate there. In this sacred city 
there is only one true king. In parshat 
Lech Lecha Avraham encounters מלכי צדק, 
a monarch in the city of G-d, currently 
called Shalem. This error of appointing 
a human king in Yerushalayim must be 
corrected. Amending this mistake, Malki 
Tzedek praises the G-d of Avraham who 
“owns Heaven and Earth”. Living under 
the Heavenly throne of Yerushalayim, 
human monarchs are visitors. Jewish mon-
archy must first be established elsewhere 
and subsequently ported to Yerushalayim. 
For this reason, Dovid Hamelech, our first 

monarch, is crowned and serves as King 
for seven years in Chevron, before relo-
cating to Yerushalayim. Only after being 
designated in Chevron can he relocate to 
Yerushalayim. 

Additionally, Chevron serves as the 
workshop for consolidation of monarchy. 
Not all monarchies are peacefully secured. 
Even after he defeats his bitter rival Shaul, 
Dovid is hounded by Shaul’s general named 
Avner and nagged by Shaul’s son named 
Ish Boshet. This bloody struggle to con-
solidate political power cannot be staged 
in Yerushalayim-the city of harmony and 
unity. Only after he defeats his rivals and 
his monarchy is sturdy, can Dovid’s reign 
be ported to Yerushalayim. 

A Sanctuary
Historically, Jewish presence in 

Yerushalayim was precarious. Obedience 
to Hashem secured the privilege of living 
in His city while betrayal led to harsh and 
tragic expulsion. During each expulsion 
the city of Yerushalayim itself was rav-
aged. Witnessing the destruction of the 
first Mikdash, Yirmiya the prophet doesn’t 
only wail about the human suffering, but 
bemoans the devastation of the city itself. 
Of course, during the destruction of the 
Second Temple the city wasn’t just ran-
sacked- it was razed to the ground. Had the 
Avot been buried in Yerushalayim they and 
their gravesites would have been vandal-
ized. Instead the Avot remain sheltered in 
the caves of Chevron, patiently waiting for 
their Covenant to be fulfilled. 

The midrash depicts the horrific night of 
the destruction of the First Temple. Yirmiya 
visits Chevron as Yerushalayim is envel-
oped in flames and pleads with the Avot to 

by stamelman & partners

www.israel-properties.com

Tel/WhatsApp IL +972 50 446 9515 
Tel/WhatsApp SA  +27 82 608 0168 
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intervene.  While Yerushalayim is always 
caught in the line of fire, Chevron remains 
the untouched ancient home of our Avot. 
Multiple medieval visitors to Chevron 
reported the remains of Avraham’s original 
house or of his famous “eshel” tree under 
which he hosted the angels. Yerushalayim 
has been repeatedly buried and rebuilt. 
Chevron remained pristine and protected. 

Chevron served as an actual sanctuary 
or ir miklat for negligent murderers. It also 
served as a historic haven for the Avot to 
observe the course of Jewish history, and 
attempt to defend Yerushalayim during its 
darkest moments.

An Ancient Legend
An often repeated legend speaks of a 

famous Yom Kippur in Chevron. Typically, 
this underpopulated city could only mus-
ter a minyan on Shabbat and chagim when 
local villagers would join the indigenous 
residents of Chevron.  One Yom Kippur, 
the surrounding villagers all journeyed to 
Yerushalayim, leaving the town of Chev-
ron short of a minyan. The despondent 
residents faced the depressing prospect 
of a compromised Yom Kippur tefillot. 
Suddenly, a mysterious visitor arrived to 
complete the minyan. After Yom Kippur 
the guest was graciously invited to the 
chazan’s home to break fast, but, inexpli-
cably, the guest disappeared. Appearing 
to the chazan in a dream, the mysterious 
“minyan maker” revealed his identity: 
Avraham himself had  joined the residents 
of Chevron that Yom Kippur. While so 
many were flocking to Yerushalayim, Avra-
ham stayed behind to preserve Chevron. 
The second city would have a minyan this  
Yom Kippur! 

What You Receive:
• A chance to write to your heart’s content 
• Detailed, in-depth analyses of your stories 
• Positive feedback from your fellow writers
Whether you’re writing fiction, non-fiction, 
memoir, or any other genre, you’ll find this a 
constructive writing workshop. 

ATTENTION WRITERS!

Send your name and a sample of your
writing to: June.Leavitt@gmail.com 

Weekly Zoom Classes Start
November 3 at 8:00 PM

The June Leavitt
Writing Workshop

has room for two more
writers who are serious

about honing their
writing skills. 

FOR SALE

BAKA BORDER-GERMAN COLONY 
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE 

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION

QUIET OFF STREET,  CLOSE TO MESILA
NIS 7,300,000

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, AREA FOR SUKKAH
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il
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Handling 
Outdoor 
Potted Plants

Non perforated and perforated pots
According to halacha, there is a differ-

ence between an atzitz nakuv (perforated 
pots) and an atzitz sheino nakuv (non-per-
forated pots). An atzitz sheino nakuv is a 
pot that is completely sealed both on the 
bottom and on the sides. An atzitz nakuv 
is a pot that has holes (even of the smallest 
size) on the bottom or side (see Mishpitei 
Eretz 8:5). Halachic authorities debate the 
status of perforated and non-perforated 
pots, as they relate to shemitah. Rav Yechiel 
Michel Tukachinsky (Sefer Hashemitah 
p.15) raised the possibility that shemitah 
prohibitions might only apply to produce 
planted in the ground rather than potted 
plants. Nevertheless, all authorities includ-
ing Rav Tukachinsky himself ruled that 
potted plants and trees are obligated in the 
laws of shemitah as well (see Chut Shani 
1:6).

The nature of the obligation
It is accepted among all authorities 

that plants in non-perforated pots are 
only Rabbinically obligated in the laws of 

shemitah, since the soil sealed in the pot is 
not actually connected to the ground (Cha-
zon Ish 22:1). Regarding perforated pots, 
there is a dispute regarding the nature of 
the prohibition. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auer-
bach (Minchat Shlomo 40) maintained that 
during shemitah, the prohibition of sowing 
and cultivating plants in perforated pots 
is only Rabbinic in nature. The reason 
being that since the soil inside the pot is 
not actually in the ground, the prohibition 
is Rabbinic. Based on his opinion, the Bib-
lical prohibition applies only to soil in the 
ground. The Chazon Ish (20:5) and others 
firmly disagreed with Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach, citing different sources to prove 
that sowing and cultivating in a perforated 
pot is a Biblical prohibition. 

Practical applications from the 
dispute

This dispute has numerous halachic 
applications. For example, vegetables, 
grains and legumes that grew on their own 
or that were intentionally planted during 
shemitah are prohibited for consumption. 
This prohibition is called issur sefichin. 
Rav Shlomo Zalman, based on the ruling 
above, states that anything grown in perfo-
rated pots is not included in the decree of 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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רפואה שלמה דוד חנוך בן יהודית איטה
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sefichin, since our Sages would not apply an 
additional Rabbinic decree to a prohibition 
which is already Rabbinic in nature. How-
ever, according to the Chazon Ish there is no 
difference between that status of soil in a 
perforated pot and soil in the ground, such 
that the decree of sefichin would apply. 

Another application raised by Rav 
Shlomo Zalman is in regards to renting an 
apartment to someone who does not honor 
shemitah. Rav Shlomo Zalman writes that 
a real estate owner need not be concerned 
about renting his apartment to a non-reli-
gious tenant who will plant and cultivate 
in perforated pots during shemitah. Since 
the prohibition is Rabbinic, the owner has 
no responsibility for actions done by the 
tenant. According to the opinion of Chazon 
Ish that the prohibition is Biblical, however, 
the owner of the apartment would need to 
make sure that the tenants are not sowing 
or cultivating in perforated pots on his 
property. 

It would seem that in both cases there 
is room to be lenient, like the rulings of Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. 

In summary:

• Shemitah laws apply to trees and 
plants found outdoors in both per-
forated and non-perforated pots.

• Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach holds 
that the shemitah laws in regards to 
perforated and non-perforated pots 

are Rabbinic in nature, and one may 
rely on his ruling.

• There is no decree of sefichin on 
produce grown in perforated pots.

• An apartment owner may rent to 
non-religious tenants during shem-
itah even though he is aware that 
they will plant or cultivate in per-
forated pots.  

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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This past Motzai Shabbat marked the 
64th yahrtzeit of the great tzadik 
Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, the Admor 

of Hosiyatin zy’a.  A descendant of the illus-
trious Reb Yisrael Friedman , the Rizhiner 
Rebbe, z’ya, Rav Yaakov made aliya to Eretz 
Yisrael in the late 1930’s, and succeeded 
his father-in-law as the Admor of Hosiya-
tin  in Tel Aviv. His drashot and teachings 
are recorded in a beautiful sefer known as 
Ohalei Yaakov. The Rebbe lived through the 
formative years of the establishment of the 
State of Israel, during the turbulent times 
of both the days leading up to the Declara-
tion of Independence, the subsequent war, 
and the earliest days of our fledgling state, 
and was a powerful voice for the impor-
tance and significance of the return of the 
Jewish People to the Land.

Our Sedra this week opens with the 
passing of Sara Imeinu, and Avraham’s 
purchase of Maarat HaMachpela in Chev-
ron. The pasuk tells us:

‘V’Tamat Sara B’Kiryat Arba, Hee Chev-
ron...’ And Sara died in Kiryat Arba, which 
is Chevron....’

The Ohalei Yaakov points to a very 
interesting Midrash  in the Yalkut Reuveni, 
which offers a creative interpretation of 
this pasuk: 

‘V’Tamat Sara B’Kiryat Arba-And Sara 
passed on b’kriat shema-while reciting 
the daled(the fourth letter) at the end of the 
word echad- of kriat shema....” 

Kiryat Arba- represents Sara’s recita-
tion of Kriat Shema as she left this world 
and entered the next.

The Rebbe, in explaining this Mid-
rash, points to a teaching from the great 
Mekubal, Rav Chaim Vital zy’a, prime dis-
ciple of the Arizal.In Shaar Hay of Shaar 
HaKavanot, Rav Chaim Vital wrote:

“We must be prepared to give our lives, 
to sanctify Hashem’s name. The daled in 
the word echad in the first verse of the 
Shema, represents Hashem’s four letter 
name...”

The Ohalei Yaakov, takes this idea from 
Rav Chaim Vital, and explains that Sara 
Imeinu, as she departed from this world, 
leaves us  an eternal message connected to 
the unbreakable bond between the Jewish 
People and our sacred Land. 

Throughout our histroy, the Rebbe 
explains, and especially during the turbu-
lent early years of Medinat Yisrael, which 
the Rebbe merited to experience, Am Yis-
rael has been willing to risk their lives for 
the gift that is Artzeinu HaKedosha. May 
we always remember and hold dear, the 
many neshamot who have enabled us the 
zechut to build our lives in our sacred, eter-
nal home. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center
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When Will Shemitah Produce Arrive In The Supermarket?

This table 
shows the 
first dates 
when fruits 
and vegeta-
bles arrive 
on the mar-
ket for which 
shemitah 
laws apply 
(kedushah/
sefichin).  
For more 
details, see 
the complete 
tables on 
the Torah 
VeHa'aretz 
website.
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

The Jew is a 
Member of 
Humanity

Toward the end of the life of Avraham 
and Sarah they had become celebrated fig-
ures, revered for their accomplishments 
and virtuous character. 

Sarah passes away first. Avraham 
not only cries and eulogizes his beloved 
wife but must also begin the process of 
securing a burial place for her. Avraham 
approached the members of Chevron and 
as part of his plea employs a puzzling term 
to describe his place among them: “I am 
a Ger V’toshav (resident and stranger) in 
your midst.”  

Are these not contradictory terms? 
Rashi makes the point that one can’t 
simultaneously be both. The two terms 
are mutually exclusive.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik famously 
explained that these two words encapsu-
late a central aspect of Jewish life. Avraham 
was communicating the idea that he was 
both a ger and a toshav at the same time. 
Avraham was expressing a sentiment that 
characterizes the life of every Jew. On the 
one hand, as a Jew, I am a resident. I care 
about the welfare of society, I am involved 
in commerce, science etc. I am a patriot 

and I am concerned with advancing the 
common good. 

A Jew in every generation is concerned 
with the welfare of others and shoulders 
the responsibility as a member of mankind. 
A verse from Jeremiah (29:7) emphasizes 
the importance of working and praying 
for the well-being of the city in which you 
reside in exile. The Mishna in Pirkei Avot 
also famously states: “Pray for the welfare 
of the government” (3:2).

However, Avraham Avinu was also 
expressing that he is a ‘stranger.’ When it 
comes to the area of anything religious, 
anything spiritual, any question of moral 
values, he is a stranger, he is different. He 
has his own set of rules and values based 
on the commands and Will of Hashem.
(Reflections of the Rav, p.169)

The order in which the Torah places 
the two words, first ger and then toshav 
is intentional. One must be grounded and 
deeply entrenched in the singular way of 
Jewish living and only then venture out 
to make a contribution within broader 
society.

The burial of Sarah takes place in Kiryat 
Arba. Rashi quotes the midrash which 
says that Chevron was called Kiryat Arba 
because four couples were buried there. 
One couple was Adam and Chava; the other 
three were the patriarchs and matriarchs. 
The Rav suggested that they were buried 
in the same cave to demonstrate that the 
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covenant made with Avraham was meant 
to enhance and elevate the world around 
him. The Jew is a member of humanity. 
(Abraham’s Journey, p. 203)

Arguably two of the most sacred 
moments in the Jewish calendar share an 
unexpected theme.

As the day of Yom Kippur begins to 
wane the Haftorah of Yonah is chanted. 
We recount the teshuva, not of an Israelite 
tribe, but of an Assyrian city whose popula-
tion actually harbored hatred for Israel. We 
spend the majority of the day of Yom Kip-
pur praying for Israel alone, but towards 
the end of the day, we include the rest of 
humanity. 

A similar theme is expressed at the end 
of the Seder on Pesach night. On the one 
hand, is there any holiday that better sym-
bolizes our chosenness and separateness 
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from the other nations? And yet, toward the 
Seder conclusion, after we have eaten our 
matzah and are about to recite the bless-
ing on the fourth cup of wine, we say: “The 
soul of every being shall bless Your Name, 
Hashem our God, the spirit of all flesh shall 
glorify and exalt Your remembrance.” 

On Pesach, we pray not only for our 
redemption but for the redemption of 
mankind. Similarly, on Yom Kippur, we 
pray not only for our atonement, but for 
the atonement of mankind as well. (Rabbi 
Soloveitchik On the Days of Awe, p. 158-159)

• The wisdom a Jew gains from the 
Torah compels each of us to enlighten 
those around us and be a light to mankind 
as whole.

• The mission to improve mankind is 
part and parcel of our religious aspirations 
and our loftiest spiritual longings. 
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Fantasy, Fable, 
or Divine 
Intervention?

When we read Sefer Bereishit, we might 
be inclined, in error, to construe the stories 
as fairy tales. For the stories are somewhat 
scary, holding us in suspense until the happy 
ending. And what of Eliezer, Avraham’s 
devoted servant, as we wait impatiently to 
see if his holy mission will succeed.

We recall, following Sefer Hayashar, 
that Eliezer was raised in Nimrod’s court, 
and only after surviving a fiery furnace 
was he introduced to Avraham. But, given 
his upbringing, could Avraham rely on him? 
Indeed, the Midrash deduced that Eliezer’s 
motives in assisting his master to find a 
wife for Yitzchak were not necessarily pure 
because he aspired that Yitzchak marry 
his daughter. No wonder, then, that later, 
Eliezer would muse whether his mission 
would succeed or not.

On the other hand, having escaped Nim-
rod’s claws, and as one who “drank from 
the spiritual well of his master” (Rashi), we 
could only expect Eliezer’s untiring loyalty 
and commitment to his holy mission. It 
seems, however, that the jury was still out 
on that matter. So, Avraham made Eliezer 
swear “by the Lord, the God of Heaven and 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

the God of Earth” not to take a wife for his 
son from the daughters of the Canaanites.

Given Eliezer’s possible dual outlook, 
how are we to interpret his plea to God, as he 
stood by the well, that “You send me a good 
chance” (Hakrei Na)? How could Eliezer at 
once invoke Hashem’s intervention and yet 
await some chance event to occur? Nota-
bly, the expression Hakrei invokes more 
than a passing event or coincidence. The 
term is associated with Bilaam, the sorcerer 
who summoned omens and employed div-
ination, spitting in the face of the Jewish 
approach that relies totally on Divine inter-
cession in all matters. 

Moreover, the Torah calls sorcery an 
abomination. In essence, divination is a 
direct attack on Hashem’s sole mastery 
of the world. Indeed, Nechama Leibowitz 
reminds us that the heathens saw “chance” 
as an autonomous entity with godly powers, 
existing independent of Hashem.

So, was Eliezer plotting to see if he might 
“fail” and achieve his personal goals, or was 
he genuinely requesting Hashem to provide 
him with the opportunity to test out the 
Chesed qualities of Yitzchak’s future spouse? 
Ultimately, most commentators side with 
the latter interpretation. Thus, paraphrasing 
Yoseph in Egypt, Eliezer, Avraham’s loyal ser-
vant, would yet shout to the world: “It was not 
chance or coincidence that brought me here, 
but God.” That clearly is no fairy tale.   

Shabbat Shalom!
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When I was a child, I lived with the 
innocent belief that the entire 
world was waiting expectantly 

for Mashiach to arrive. I grew up on songs 
like “We want Mashiach now and we don’t 
want to wait” and I thought that everyone 
lived with those ideals. I remember clear-
ly when my assumptions were shattered. 
My sister came home from school laugh-
ing that a teacher had remarked that they 
would have a test the following day “un-
less Mashiach comes first”. She and every-
one else thought that was such a random 
thing to say. Why would anyone think that 
Mashiach might actually arrive tomorrow? 
I remember being very disturbed by this 
conversation I had overheard and how I 
mulled it over in my head for many days af-
terwards.

This very same dialectic shouts out at 
me when I recite the bracha of  את צמח דוד.

יׁשּוָעֶתָך. רּום בִּ ָך ְמֵהָרה ַתְצִמיַח. ְוַקְרנו תָּ ִוד ַעְבדְּ  ֶאת ֶצַמח דָּ

ה ה', ַמְצִמיַח ֶקֶרן ְיׁשּוָעה: רּוְך ַאתָּ ל ַהּיום. בָּ ינּו כָּ י ִליׁשּוָעְתָך ִקוִּ כִּ

The offspring of Your servant Dovid 
Hamelech may you speedily cause to flour-
ish, and raise Him up with Your salvation, 
for we hope for Your salvation all day 
long. Blessed are You, Hashem, who causes 
salvation to flourish. 

The מבריסק  explains that when גרי"ז 
we say the words of ַהּיום ל  ינּו כָּ ִקוִּ ִליׁשּוָעְתָך   ,כי 
we should have in mind “that all day 
long, every single moment, we believe and 
are waiting for salvation, and there is no 
day or moment which is without longing 
for Mashiach”. While this description is 
beautiful, it is also a bit jarring, because I 
don’t know about you, but I’m not sure I 
can honestly say that I wait for Mashiach 
every single day, all day long. Is my mind 
constantly focused on Mashiach or am I 
bogged down with all the trivialities of this 
world? And even more scary a thought – 
Do I truly want Mashiach to come right 
now? Maybe I want him to come in the-
ory, at some point in the future, but am I 

ready for him to come right now? 
The words of this bracha put us to 
the test, challenging us to confront 
our innermost beliefs and desires 
and to assess where we are holding.

The אריז"ל explains that we 
shouldn’t view this Tefilla as a state-
ment of how much we are waiting 
for Mashiach, but rather as a re-
quest to Hashem to help us get to 
that level. We are given the oppor-

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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tunity three times a day to stop whatever 
we are doing and to focus for half a minute 
on what the ultimate goal is. He says that 
by utilizing this daily tool, we can work on 
ourselves so that when we go up to Sha-
mayim, we will be able to answer the ques-
tion of צפית לישועה (did you wait expectantly 
for salvation) with a resounding yes. 

The מבי"ט writes that as we get closer 
and closer to the Geula, our Tefillot are 
all the more powerful. Each Tefilla that 
is recited in every generation for the past 
2000 years brings us one step closer to 
the Geula. We should never think that 
our Tefillot are in vain or don’t accom-
plish anything. Throughout history, there 
were many people who truly cried and 
yearned for Mashiach. Their Tefillot were 
not for nothing, they were simply laying 
the foundation for the prayers of future 
generations. 

Our goal is to take those strong founda-
tions and continue in our ancestors’ foot-
steps by saying this Tefilla with Kavana 
and building up our yearning and desire 
for Mashiach. May all of those millions of 
Tefillot from throughout history combine 
together to ultimately penetrate the gates 
of Shamayim, bringing us the long awaited 
Mashiach, במהרה בימינו. 

By Avigdor Bonchek
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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A Solution From Tel Aviv
Our Parsha, Chayei Sara, begins on 

a somber note with the death and days 
lived out by Sarah Imenu. The opening 
Pasuk states, “Sarah’s lifetime was a total 
of one hundred years, twenty years, and 
seven years. Two lives of Sarah.” This is a 
strange form and order to list the years of 
her life. Why didn’t the Pasuk simply state 
127 years, and what ‘two lives’ is the Pasuk 
referring to? Many of the commentators of-
fer numerous approaches in order to make 
sense of the Pasuk.

The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh tells us that 
the first hundred years of Sarah’s’ life was 
a terrible change of events. [Leaving her 
hometown, a challenging journey, famine, 
migrating to Egypt, the danger in Pharaoh’s 
house, barren until age 90, etc.] He contin-
ues and say’s that the remaining twenty 
seven years were years of calm and enjoy-
ment. Therefore, the Pasuk states the two 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

lives of Sarah, referring to these two parts 
of her life, the challenging years and the 
calm ones. Rashi, on the other hand, tells 
us that her days were equally all great. This 
seems to be problematic since we know the 
challenges that were brought upon her. 
How can this claim be made?

This week was the Yartzheit of the holy 
Rabbi, Yaakov of Husiatyn ZY”A (18th of 
Cheshvan). Rav Yaakov was a Chassidic 
Rabbi in Tel Aviv from the horrific years 
of the Shoah and through the golden years 
of the birth of The State of Israel. He often 
spoke about the contrast of these two times 
to his followers and stressed that it’s not 
what occurs in your life that make your 
years, rather it’s how you live them. These 
wise words of the Husiatyner Rebbe help 
resolve this challenging Rashi. Sarah had 
a very challenging one hundred years, yet 
she managed to live them with confidence, 
care and serenity, and that’s what made her 
Sarah Imenu. In her merit and the merit of 
R’ Yaakov of Husiatyn, may we be Zoche to 
see the day when all will be good with the 
coming of Moshiach speedily in our days.

Koby Erdfarb
10th Grade, Efrat
Measuring Effort
Chazal have taught us that 

every letter in the Torah is important. Yet, 
in this week’s parsha, Chayei Sara, it repeats 
the instructions Avraham gave Eliezer on 

URGENT APPEAL!
Needed for handicapped lady
Second Hand "Bimba" vehicle  

in good condition
Call Menachem Persoff: 050-570-1067 

menpmp@gmail.com
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how to find a wife for Yitzchak.  The first 
time is when Avraham is giving Eliezer his 
instructions.  The second, is when Eliezer 
repeats these instructions to Rivka’s family. 
Why the repetition?

The Midrash Rabbah in Bereishit an-
swers this question with the famous saying 
בנים" של  מתורתן  אבות  בתי  עבדי  של  שיחתן   "יפה 
“The conversations of our father’s servants 
is better than the Torah of their sons.” But 
this doesn’t seem to answer the question. 
Eliezer’s version doesn’t seem to add any-
thing. 

However, if you look closely, Eliezer’s 
version was slightly different than Avra-
ham’s.  Eliezer states Avraham was a very 
rich man, but not blessed BaKol, with ev-
erything. Eliezer tells Rivka’s family that 
Yitzchak’s wife should come specifically 
from Betuel’s family, when Avaraham 
said she should come from his homeland.  
Eliezer doesn’t mention that Yitzchak must 
live in Eretz Yisrael and he doesn’t focus 
on Hashem’s helping hand throughout his 
journey. These differences, while small, 
made a big impact.  Eliezer spent the time 
and effort to cater his version in order to 
make it more appealing to his audience.  
And it worked! When Eliezer finished, they 
responded that it is the will of Hashem 
to take Rivka and go as Hashem has said.  
Eliezer’s success was two-fold.  He succeed-
ed in courting Rivka for Yitzchak and he 
managed to bring Betuel’s family closer to 
Hashem.  

When the Midrash said “The conversa-
tions of our father’s servants is better than 
the Torah of their sons.” It was alluding to 
Eliezer’s efforts to prepare, and to the great 
thought he invested before his meeting. The 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"  
to the Land of Israel by encouraging  
passionate Judaism through Torah and  
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

action and effort that one commits is more 
meaningful than “the Torah of sons” if it 
remains only as study material and theory.  

May we be zoche to take all of our To-
rah studies and actualize them in our daily 
lives. Shabbat Shalom. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, October 24 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  

was sponsored by Jackie Kraminer in loving memory 
of her father Yechiel ben Avraham Yitzchak z”l - 

yahrzeit is 19 Marcheshvan

Sunday, October 24 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  
was sponsored in loving memory of  

Lionel Friedman z”l, whose yahrzeit was 15 Cheshvan 
by his son Jonathan Friedman

Wednesday, October 27 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur  
is sponsored in loving memory of  

Gaila bat Menachem HaKohen a”h  
whose yahrzeit was on the 14th of Cheshvan

Sunday, October 31 - Rabbi Adler’s shiur  
is sponsored by an anonymous donor

Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim 
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation



62     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

Real Life Rescues 
Honoring a Man of Chessed - “It’s All Thanks 
To The Support From My Wife”
Ramla- On Monday evening just before 6:00 p.m., a baby girl was found trapped inside a car in 
the city of Ramla. The little girl had been accidentally forgotten there by her parents creating a 
dangerous situation. 

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT, Avraham Arnon, lives and works in the city of Ramla, where he 
actively responds to emergency incidents. Some months this awe-inspiring EMT, who is a martial 
arts instructor and an ambulance driver for a private company, responds to over 200 medical 
emergencies. On Monday evening, Avraham was being recognized by the Mayor of Ramla for his 
incredible dedication and service to the people of the city when he received the alert regarding the 
emergency. 

The notification came  in just as Avraham was reaching the Town Hall. He selflessly put the award 
ceremony on hold and focused on saving the endangered child. Avraham switched on his lights and 
sirens and turned his ambulance around in the direction of the incident.

Avraham’s training as a Yedidim volunteer, an organization that provides free roadside assistance, 
and specialized equipment allowed him to safely open the locked car without causing damage to 
the vehicle and rescuing the fretful baby girl. He then picked up the baby girl and handed her back 
to her distraught mother. 

After the incident was over, Avraham returned to the Town Hall to receive his award. A special 
certificate was awarded to him by the mayor of Ramla, Michael Vidal. Also in attendance were the 
CEO of United Hatzalah Eli Pollack, the organization’s Spokesperson Moti Elmaliach, Ramla Chapter 
Head Aryeh Mendelson, and Director of the municipal Welfare Department Moshit Cohen. Mayor 
Vidal said that certificate was being awarded to Avraham for his incredible contributions on behalf 
of the residents of the city in providing emergency medical response whenever it was needed.

1221
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Vis it  the  Parents in

Top 10 Most Visited Places in Israel!
Remember Your Parents Checklist:

View tour dates  and book  your tour at  
hebronfund.org

חברון

•  Save the date Chayei Sarah November 18-19, 2022
•  Book a tour and see for yourself
•  Sign up for our newsletter at hebronfund.org
•  Follow Abraham and leave your legacy

Include ‘The Hebron Fund’ in your will/estate plans

hebronfund.org • 718-677-6886 • info@hebronfund.org

Return visitor? Explore new sites with Rabbi Simcha Hochbaum! 
Tours run weekly (additional tours added during winter break) 



Providing You and Your Family with  
High Quality and Personalized Healthcare in Israel

Israel Specialist Physicians


