
ISSUE 1439  OCT 23TH '21   י"ז מרחשון תשפ"ב

PARSHAT VAYERA

ב"ה

 OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100  |   TorahTidbits.com  |   ADVERTISING 02- 560-9125 

פרשת וירא

YERUSHALAYIM IN/OUT TIMES FOR SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYERA
Candles 5:23PM • Havdala 6:35PM • Rabbeinu Tam 7:15PM

 יקח־נא
 מעט־מים

ורחצו רגליכם 
 והשענו תחת העץ

בראשית י"ח, פסוק  א'

Remembering  
Rabbi Sacks zt’l  
on His First Yahrzeit
Benjy Singer
Teacher, Freelance Writer and 
Journalist, IsraelB.org
page 26

The Jews and the 
Ram 
Rabbi Moshe Taragin
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion
page 44



2     TORAH TIDBITS 1439 / VAYERA 5782

TABLE OF CONTENTS

04Dear Torah Tidbits Family     
Rabbi Avi Berman 

08Aliya By Aliya Sedra Summary                                    
Rabbi Reuven Tradburks 

16Probing The Prophets  
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

18The Binding of Isaac  
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt"l

26 Remembering Rabbi Sacks zt’l  
Benjy Singer

28Avraham’s Pain – Not Medical Rather 
Philanthropic Rabbi Shalom Rosner

30Powerful Prayer  
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

32OU Israel                                               
Schedule

40We Are All Guests  
Rabbi Judah Mischel

44The Jews and the Ram  
Rabbi Moshe Taragin

46Determining the Status of Shemitah 
Produce - Part 2 Rabbi Ezra Friedman

50Simchat Shmuel  
Rabbi Sam Shor

51Holy Land, Twice Over  
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

52Playing God?  
Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

54The Y- Files Weekly Comic for Kids 
Netanel Epstein

56Is a Difficult to Remove Residue a 
Chatzitza? Rabbi Daniel Mann

58Vl'Yerusalayim Ircha
Rebbetzin Zemira Ozarowski

60 Torah 4 Teens By Teens  
Meron Nemirov // Talia Agatstein

*Rabbi Weinreb and Menachem Persoff's Divrei Torah this 
week can be found at www.torahtidbits.com

We apologize that in last week's 
Torah Tidbits we printed Rabbi  
Manning's name incorrectly. The 
esteemed rabbi's name is Rabbi 
Anthony Manning.

JOIN THE FUN! 
Have your photo appear on the cover of 

Torah Tidbits!

Take a picture of something special 
that relates to the theme of the Parsha.  
We will select a photo most suited that 
speaks powerfully to our TT readership.

Please send your high resolution 
photos to aarong@ouisrael.org
(Image will be cropped to this size: 

13.8X18.2 cm, 300 dpi)

We are looking forward to seeing 
your amazing shots!
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My grandparents, par-
ents and I were all born 
in Maimonides hospital in 
New York. I was under the 
assumption that it’s some-

what of a Jewish hospital. Therefore, I was 
not surprised when we spent many days 
with my grandmother in the hospital that 
the organizations there, specifically the 
Satmar Chassidim and Bikkur Cholim orga-
nizations, provided so much. It was quite 
remarkable. The Bikkur Cholim room, with 
a Jewish code, had as much food and drinks 
as people in the hospital needed. They sup-
plied Challot and grape juice for Shabbat, 
and anything the Cholim and people visiting 
them would need.

When I flew to New York to spend time 
with my grandmother when she was hos-
pitalized, I was far away from my own 
home. While I am very appreciative of rel-
atives and friends that helped us out, it was 
extremely useful for me to have the ability 
to go to the Bikkur Cholim room and bring 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

what my grandmother needed. More than 
anything, I remember the volunteers that 
walked around the hospital from room to 
room with little wagons asking if anyone 
needed food, drinks, or toys for the children. 

This and other examples like this come 
to mind every year when we read Parshat 
Vayera. Hashem sends three malachim to 
Avraham Aveinu to do Bikkur Cholim. When 
nobody else believed in one G-d, Hashem 
sent Malachim to Avraham on the third day 
after his Brit Milah. We see the greatness of 
Avraham that he is running to take care of 
everything the Malachim need even when 
he is in tremendous physical pain. 

Avraham is the paradigm for Hachna-
sat Orchim. Yet, this Parsha also teaches us 
the importance of the mitzvah of Bikkur 
Cholim. The fact that Hashem prioritizes 
sending these three malachim to do Bik-
kur Cholim teaches us how critical this 
mitzvah is. (Technically, one malach came 
to do Bikkur Cholim while the other two 
had separate missions, but ultimately they 
all visited Avraham when he was in pain.) 
When someone is chas v’shalom sick or 
has a loved one who is sick, the feeling that 
health is dependent on Hakadush Baruch 
Hu is felt more strongly than when we are 
healthy. While it is always important to 
daven for cholim with kavanah, the reality 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

May the Torah learned
from this issue of  TT

be in loving memory of  and לע"נ
Cantor Martin Horowitz z”l

on his 27th yahrtzeit
ט"ז מרחשון

Mina and Howard Millendorf
Sharon, Shlomo

Elior, Amiad, & Yagel Rabinowitz

Torah Tidbits welcomes the  
COMMUNITY OF CHARISH 

to our weekly publication!
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meals
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speakers 
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Midrash & 

Shiurim

Swimming 
pool, gym 

and spa

Rich 
cultural 
program

Medical 
care & 

security 
24/7

70%
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is that for most people it hits closer to home 
when you know and are close with the per-
son who is sick. While we each need to do 
our hishtadlut in eating healthy, exercising, 
seeing doctors, etc., Hashem is the one who 
ultimately decides on our health. 

When most of us do Bikkur Cholim it’s 
for people we know. Yet Avraham Aveinu 
did not know who the guests that came to 
him to do Bikkur Cholim were. Similarly, the 
wonderful Bikkur Cholim volunteers in the 
hospital do not know the people they are vis-
iting. The medical clown that made my son 
laugh when he was in the hospital a number 
of years ago did not know the kids he was 
cheering up. 

While I am sure there are wonderful 
volunteers in hospitals all over the world, 
I can speak from personal experience of 
witnessing these wonderful volunteers in 
hospitals throughout Israel. We all know 
names of Bikkur Cholim organizations - 
and I am not writing specific organizations 
because I don’t want to leave some out -  and 
we should support their holy work. What I 
am blown away by are the wonderful volun-
teers who dedicate time (sometimes several 
full days each week) to walk around with 
wagons full of food and toys and offer them 
to the patients and their families sitting in 
the hospital. 

As I have written about before, this year I 
spent a number of days in the hospital right 
before Pesach. I am extremely grateful for 
the people (family, friends and colleagues) 

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il

Scan to Learn More or 
Schedule an Appointment

Earn regular, offshore 
income with capital growth.

Invest in medical real estate 
in the USA. We make it simple.

Enlish Speaking Law Firm

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Body Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

Hilel 10 Jerusaem/36 Dam hamakabin Modiin,
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il

We as a people remember the 
horrific and tragic events of 

Kristallnacht which took place 
on 16 Marcheshvan
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who visited me and provided me with a 
wonderful feeling. I remember each visit 
and what we spoke about because they 
were meaningful visits. 

Just like the malachim did not know 
Avraham Avinu and Avraham did not know 
them, today’s volunteer angels in the hospi-
tals bring not only physical nourishment, 
but encouragement, smiles, and hope. For 
those of you who already volunteer, Kol 
Hakavod. For those of you with time on your 
hands and looking for ways to help, you can 
think of organizations you know and ways 
you’d feel inclined to help, whether driving 
people to the hospital, volunteering at hospi-
tals or old age homes. It is truly remarkable 
to see so many Jews caring for other Jews 
without even knowing who they are. This 
is a fine example of “Kol Yisrael Arevim Ze 
LaZeh,” simply being there for our fellow 
Jews. 

May we continue learning from the 
midot that Hashem teaches us and always 
care for one another.

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Scholars in Residence  
and Shiurim in English & Hebrew

Full children’s program
Facilities & entertainment for all the family

Full board on Chag & Shabbat  
and half board Chol Hamoed

Kashrut Rabbanut Mehadrin Mateh Yehuda

Zvi Lapian’s acclaimed 
Pesach Program invites you 

to celebrate with your family  
in the Judean Mountains!

Neve Ilan Hotel – recently upgraded 
172-room hotel surrounded by nature in 

the majestic Harei Yerushalayim, 
just 20 minutes from Jerusalem. 

We’re back for 

Pesach 2022
in a great new location! 

Email: zvilapianadventures@gmail.com
Tel: 054-740-6389 | www.zvilapian.com

Early Bird 
Discount 

Prices!

In loving memory of our 
parents/grandparents

Bennie & Florence Klein z”l
on their 14th Yahrzeits

ברוך בן פרץ ז“ל                      י“ב חשון
פריידל בת חנן ראובן ע“ה      כ“ה חשון

Janet and Gordon Berkley and family

15th
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

The beloved stories of the life of Avraham 
are found in our Parsha. Avraham hosts 
the angels who have come to tell him of 
the birth of Sarah. G-d tells Avraham of the 
impending destruction of Sodom; Avraham 
pleads on their behalf. The City of Sodom is 
destroyed, Lot is saved. The nations of Moav 
and Amon are born from Lot and his daugh-
ters.  Avraham sojourns in Gerar.  Sarah 
gives birth to Yitzchak, Hagar and Yishmael 
are sent away. Avraham makes a pact with 
Avimelech. The Parsha concludes with the 
dramatic story of Akeidat Yitzchak, the near 
death of Yitzchak at the hands of Avraham.

1st Aliya (18:1-14)  G-d appears to 
Avraham.  3 men are warmly wel-
comed by Avraham with lavish 

KI TEITZEI hospitality. They announce to him that by 
this time next year Sarah will have a child. 
She overhears this from the tent and laughs, 
for her ability to bear a child is a thing of the 
past. G-d protests – is anything too much for 
G-d – this time next year you will have had 
a child.

This story is a precious glimpse into the 
home of Avraham and Sarah. Running to 
do kindness.  And the whole house is into 
it – Avraham, Sarah, the young helpers. The 
hospitality, concern for others and open 
home modeled by Avraham becomes the 
paradigm of chesed for the Jewish people.

Sarah laughs at the news that she will have a 
child. She is reprimanded for that. But Avra-
ham laughed at the same news at the end of 
last week’s parsha. He is not reprimanded. 
Rashi comments there: laughter comes in 2 
forms. Simcha, happy laughter. And scoff-
ing. Avraham laughed; wow, look at that, me 
99, she 90 – and we’ll have a child!  Sarah 
scoffed, guffawed: what? Me at 90 and he at 
99? Don’t think so.  

She has a point. Sarah is the realist. Avra-
ham the dreamer. Jewish history will need 
the dreamers and the realists. The Avot tend 
to be the dreamers; the Imahot, the women, 
the realists.

2nd Aliya (18:15-33) The men leave 
for Sodom. G-d convinces Himself 
that He may not withhold from 

Avraham, the champion of justice, of His 
plan to destroy Sodom. Avraham challenges 
Him:  How can You destroy the righteous 
along with the wicked? And how can You 
destroy the place if there are righteous peo-
ple present? Avraham presses his point.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

VAYERA

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
day + 7 bonus days to get ready

for Pesach. Daily challenge email,
video, how tos, & support group.

JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
FEB 14, 2021

Hotline option avaliable 

Something has changed in the life of Avra-
ham. When we first met him, he was 
promised fame and fortune and family.  
And the Land of Israel. He received fortune 
in Egypt, fame in the war of the 5 kings and 
the 4 kings. Those were personal promises 
to him – he would have fame and he would 
have fortune.  

The other 2 promises have not yet happened 
– family and the Land of Israel. Those are not 
personal promises. Those are historic – the 
Jewish people will be born from you and the 
Jewish people will inherit this land of Israel. 
He has been promised family – for 25 years. 
And repeatedly promised the Land of Israel. 
However, all the promises were in one direc-
tion – G-d promising to Avraham. Only with 
Milah was a demand made of Avraham. And 
no longer an amorphous promise of a child, 
but an imminent one – in less than a year. 

Avraham senses that he is transitioning 
from recipient to teacher. He needs to be the 
teacher of G-d’s ways to the next generation, 
and all subsequent. He teaches kindness by 
example. And he needs to teach justice – not 
just human justice, but Divine as well. The 
covenant with G-d of mila is an invitation by 
G-d to engage. And engage Avraham does.

3rd Aliya (10:1-20) The men jour-
ney to Sodom.  Lot prevails on 
them to stay with him. The men of 

the city object to the presence of these for-
eigners. It turns violent.  The visitors tell Lot 
that Sodom is to be destroyed and he must 
leave quickly.  His sons-in-law refuse. The 
morning dawns and Lot, his wife and daugh-
ters leave Sodom, told not to look back. 

Lot is Avraham’s closest relative. He seems 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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“It sounded too good“It sounded too good
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to be true – a superb sea-view
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Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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be a part of Jewish history: Lot. Lot writes 
himself out of that possibility with his asso-
ciation with Sodom.

4th Aliya (19:21-21:4)  Lot is told to 
flee Sodom. The cities of Sodom 
and Gemora (Amora in Hebrew) 

are destroyed. Lot’s wife looks back and 
turns to a pillar of salt. Avraham looks out 
from the hills and sees the destruction. Lot 
flees to the hills.  The 2 daughters of Lot ply 
him with wine and become pregnant from 
him, reasoning that they are the only ones 
left in the world. They name their children 
Moav and Amon. Avraham goes to Gerar, 
Avimelech is told by G-d not to touch Sarah, 
Avimelech confronts Avraham as to why he 
hid Sarah’s identity from him. Avraham 
responds: I saw there is no fear of G-d here. 
G-d fulfills what he promised to Sarah. She 
gives birth to Yitzchak. Avraham circumcises 
him as G-d commanded.

There is a lot of “seeing”: Lot should not 
look back, while Avraham is looking over 
the plain. The daughters see themselves as 
Noah and family – the sole survivors. Avra-
ham sees there is no fear of G-d.

Lot did not see, or take to heart that he 
lived amongst sinners. What Lot did not see 
around him, Avraham perceived immedi-
ately in Gerar; there is no fear of G-d here.  

The story of Lot’s daughters is a bitter irony 
– as Rav Hershel Schachter likes to point 
out – did they really think, of all the people 

to follow in the footsteps of Avraham. He 
welcomes the strangers, gives them a place 
in his home, serves them food. A parallel 
story to Avraham’s kindness to them. But, 
the lesson lies not in the similarities but in 
the differences. Lot is living in Sodom. That 
makes all the difference.

This story is the beginning of the theme that 
will dominate the rest of the book of Bereshit: 
who of Avraham’s family is in?  And who is 
out? Avraham’s family will inherit the cov-
enant of the Jewish people – but who in his 
family? With the imminent birth of Yitzchak, 
the question as to who will inherit the land of 
Israel becomes urgent.  Will it be all of Avra-
ham’s entourage? Lot, Yishmael, Yitzchak? 
Will Avraham’s generosity of spirit extend 
to the promise of the Land – will he want to 
include his broader family unit?  

Well, one person we can see is not going to 

A shloshim gathering in memory of  
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Tendler zt”l 

will be held  iy"h at Beit Ariel Shul -
Rechov Hapisga 5, Bayit Vegan, Jerusalem

Thursday evening, October 28
אור לכג מרחשון

from 20:15 - 22:00  
(entrance with tav yarok & masks)

The Shloshim will be live streamed and 
recorded for the convenience and safety 
of  the many talmidim, shul members, 

colleagues &  friends who won’t be able 
to attend in person. 

The live stream link will be posted next 
week on each of  these two sites:

https://shimshonnadel.com/rav-tendler-
shloshim/  

or youtube.com/user/EyeOnZionTv
The Family

Condolences to Mrs. Sylvie Schatz  
and family on the passing of  her

MOTHER a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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in the world, they are the most righteous to 
be saved? There is no one else in the entire 
world except them? Really? What about 
Avraham? How did they feel the next day 
when they walked down the street and saw 
a whole world of people?  

5th Aliya (21:5-21)  Yitzchak grows 
and is weaned.  Sarah sees Yish-
mael playing with Yitzchak.  She 

tells Avraham to banish this boy, for he will 
not inherit on a par with Yitzchak.  This trou-
bles Avraham but G-d tells him to listen to 
Sarah.  Avraham arises early, sends away 
Hagar and Yishmael.  They go to the desert 
of Beersheva.  The water runs out.  Hagar 
cannot bear to see the death of her child and 
cries.  An angel calls to her.  Her eyes are 
opened, she sees a well and gives water to 
Yishmael.

The next generation of the Jewish people 
has now been born.  Who will be part of the 
covenant?  Lot is out, but he is not a child 
of Avraham, albeit a nephew.  Sarah tells 
Avraham that Yishmael, although a child of 
Avraham is not the next generation of the 
Jewish people.   Yishmael’s banishment is a 
parallel story to the Akeida that we are about 
to read.  In both stories Avraham arises early, 
a child walks with a parent, the child’s life 
is in danger, an angel calls, the parent sees 
what they did not see before, the child is 
saved.  Similar stories teach that G-d cares 
and saves the one in distress.  But similari-
ties are only similar – they are not the same.  
Yishmael will not be Yitzchak’s equal in the 
next generation of the Jewish people.

6th Aliya (21:22-34)  Avimelech ini-
tiates a pact with Avraham in 

FFaabbuulloouuss  44,,55  aanndd  66  rroooomm  aappaarrttmmeennttss......
aass  wweellll  aass  llaarrggee  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  ootthheerr  nneeww
&&  sseeccoonndd--hhaanndd  aappaarrttmmeennttss  aavvaaiillaabbllee..

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 
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Tick Tock, Tick Tock...
Choice apartments in the last sea-
view project in Ashkelon are now
available, so hurry, don’t miss out!
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for only NIS 3.000000.   for only NIS 3.000000.   

The cheapest price in IsraelThe cheapest price in Israel

For sale!For sale!    
An Orchard Of Fruit TreesAn Orchard Of Fruit Trees
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Beersheva.  They name the place Beersheva 
from the word to swear.  Avraham calls out 
in G-d’s name in Beersheva.

Avraham’s fame has prompted a pact.  But 
the lesson lies in what is missing.  While 
Avraham is now famous, he holds only great 
moral suasion; but no political standing.  He 
has no land, no army, no political presence.  
The promise that he will possess this Land 
remains but a dream.

7th Aliya (22:1-24) Akeidat 
Yitzchak, the binding of Isaac.  
Avraham is told to take Yitzchak 

and offer him as an offering.  On the way, 
Yitzchak questions Avraham.  They arrive at 
the mountain.  At the last moment, the angel 
calls to Avraham.  Avraham has proven his 
loyalty to G-d’s command.  He sees a ram 
caught in the bush and offers it in the place 
of Yitzchak.  They return to Beersheva.

The most dramatic story in the Torah.  A 
story of absolute loyalty to the Divine com-
mand but also one of pathos and irony.  The 
man of generosity, who pleaded for the lives 
of the wicked of Sodom now prepared to take 
the life of his son.  The one who challenged 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

"Vayakumu Mesham Haanashim" (18:16) 
"And the men rose up from there and looked out towards Sedom"
What is the meaning of the word "Mesham"- "from there"? Obviously, the angels just left the tent of 

Avraham where they received his hospitality. It's understood that they left from there to here, looking out 
at Sedom. 

Rav Meir Dan Plotsky (Poland 1866-1928) known as the "Klei Chemdah", points out the importance of 
the word "from there". When the angels witnessed the hospitality and righteousness of Avraham, there, at 
his tent, and then see the great contrast of the wickedness of Sedom from afar, they were then driven even 
harder to fulfil their mission to destroy the city. Therefore, the Pasuk reiterates that "the men rose up" from 
Avraham's tent and "looked out towards" now determined more than ever, to eradicate Sedom. As Rashi 
says – the reference to "looking out" in the Torah indicates evil. Shabbat Shalom 

the injustice of the impending destruction 
of Sodom, now has no voice.  And the most 
obvious – the one who waited patiently for 
25 years for the promise of a child – and a 
future – now prepared to destroy it all.

A story that can be thought about and stud-
ied for a lifetime.  Perhaps, one element of 
the story pertains to the promises.  While 
the promise to Avraham of fame, family and 
fortune have been granted by G-d.  And the 
promise of his family inheriting the Land 
of Israel is now able to take shape.  Do not 
think G-d’s reach for man and for the Jewish 
people will be without it’s complexity, it’s sac-
rifices, it’s mysteries in trying to understand 
the ineffable ways of G-d.  While an intimate 
bond is being created of G-d’s love for the 
Jewish people, and while we are increasingly 
being drawn to Him, He remains opaque, 
inscrutable, mysterious, beyond our grasp. 

HAFTORAH VAYERA  
2 KINGS , 4:1-37

This week’s parsha famously tells us 
that although Avraham and Sarah were 
advanced in age  they miraculously bear a 
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None of Taryag (the 613 mitzvot) are  found in Vayeira (one of 
17 sedras without  entries on the list of 613) - however, there  
are Midot and values and other lessons.

MITZVOT

STATS
4th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 12 sedras in  B'reishit 
Written on 252 lines in a Torah, rank: 5 
6 Parshiyot; 4 open, 2 closed 
147 p'sukim - ranks 7th (4th in B'reishit) 
2085 words - ranks 2nd (1st in B'reishit)
7862 letters - rank: 3rd (2nd in B'reishit) 
 Vayeira is actually the 2nd largest  sedra in the Torah. (Naso, 
is #1 with no rival  - Bamidbar, Pinchas, and R'ei all take up  
more lines than Vayeira, but those sedras  each have many 
parshiyot, which means  a lot of blank space between parshi-
yot,  which adds to the line-count.) 

ARNONA/TALPIOT - 
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888

Professional Optometrists • Multifocals with 
guarantee • Contact lenses • Beautiful frames

It’s not only how you LOOK
It’s how you SEE

*note change of time 
Shabbat afternoon Parsha shiur with  

Rabbi Chanoch Yeres at 4:30pm in the 
back garden of the OU Israel Center

Mazal Tov to  
David & Cookie Klavan and family  
on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter

child. Along these same lines the haftorah 
this Shabbat describes a similar incident 
in which the navi Elisha assures an elderly 
childless woman that she will bear a child. 
Elisha would often pass through the city of 
Shunem. A couple who lived in the town 
offered a place for Elisha to stay. They even 
made a guest room that Elisha could use 
whenever he needed. Elisha became aware 
that the couple was childless. He blessed the 
woman that she would give birth. Indeed a 
year later a son was born to the couple.

The story does not end there. A few years 
later the son died suddenly. The woman 
called Elisha back to her home. Elisha 
quickly came and miraculously was able to 
bring the child back to life. 
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How fitting is the selection for 
today’s haftarah! It is fitting 
not simply in the stories that 

it relates but in the very fact that, as Pro-
fessor P. Meltzer writes, it is the first time 
since the start the Torah reading cycle, that 
the haftarah relates the accomplishments 
of the righteous, G-d-fearing individual, i.e. 
the navi Elisha, just as the Torah parsha 
now focuses upon the deeds of the righ-
teous, G-d-fearing Avraham and Sarah.

The haftarah, taken from the fourth 
chapter of M’lachim Bet, actually tells two 
stories.  At first glance, the initial story 
seems to serve as mere introduction to the 
second.  After all, the second and lengthier 
story of Elisha and the Shunamite woman 
appears to be closely connected to the 
events in our parsha, as it deals with the 
miraculous birth of a son to a once-bar-
ren woman and her elderly husband and 
the near loss of that cherished son to his 
parents.  The parallels to the stories of the 
miraculous birth of Yitchak and to Ake-
dat Yitzchak, the near-loss of that son, are 
clear.

But the first story also echoes the events 
of the parsha quite powerfully.  Here we 
read of a woman, widowed of her righ-
teous, G-d-fearing husband (“v’ata yada’ta 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

ki avdecha haya yareh et Hashem m’od”) 
who stands to lose her only two sons.  In 
similar fashion, we read in the parsha of 
a righteous, G-d fearing husband (“ ‘ata 
yada’ti ki y’rei E-lokim ata…”) who stands 
to lose both of his the sons: Yishma’el, who 
he was told to send away, and Yitzchak, 
who he was told to sacrifice.

However, as Rav Yehuda Shaviv 
explains, there is also an interesting con-
trast between the parsha and the haftara 
in the behavior of two troubled, grieving 
mothers.  In the Torah, we read of Hagar 
who, upon seeing (what she believes to 
be) the imminent death of her son, throws 
him beneath a bush and cries mournfully 
until the angel appears to her and tells her 
“Kumi, s’ee et b’nech,” “Get up and carry 
your son,” to return to the son she had 
cast aside, and subsequently shows her 
the source of water that would revive him.  
In the haftarah, on the other hand, the 
Shunamite woman does not cast the child 
aside.  Instead, she places her son on the 
bed of the prophet and travels to Elisha for 
divine guidance. Nor does she suffice with 
summoning Elisha or depending upon the 
navi’s servant, Gechazi to revive her son. 
The Shunamite woman declares that she 
would not leave Elisha, insisting to remain 
until the prophet brings her son back to 
life. 

I find the contrast in the actions of the 
mothers to be most inspiring. In difficult 

Mazal Tov to  
Dr. Josh & Shira Daniel and family  

on the birth of a grandson
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Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lec-
tures can be viewed by visiting the OU Israel 
Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

times, when worried parents – anxious and 
concerned about their children – refuse to 
give up hope, refuse to throw the troubled 
or sickly youth “beneath the bush” but 
search for answers, even organize new 
funds and support groups, in order to help 
their own and others suffering in the sim-
ilar fashion. 

These seemingly average parents, peo-
ple who never imagined what they could 
– or would- accomplish, follow the lead of 
the Shunamite and the example of Avra-
ham (“Vayelchu shneihem yachdav)”. 

And they prove that they are anything 
but ordinary…they are EXTRAordinary! 
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ציור: רחמים מלמד כהן

Musical theatre in English
 תיאטרון מוזיקאלי של נשים לנשים

Tickets // כרטיסים
www.RaiseYourSpirits.org  

Tel. 052-865-1766 or 052-883-8839

Heichal Hatarbut Gush Etzion 
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Menachem Begin Heritage Center,  Jerusalem 
               Nov. 3   כ"ח חשון
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Dec. 12   ח' טבת

BACK BY
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DEMAND!

By women for women 
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- Barbara Sofer

 
 

  

AACI and Hadassah Medical Center's Linda Joy Pollin 
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A 14-session healthy lifestyle workshop based on 
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 Reduce your risk of CVD and diabetes 
 Eat healthier                      Enhance your coping skills                                    
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 Conquer emotional eating 
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*Designed by Hadassah University Medical Center 
This workshop is part of research. Data will be collected to 

study the impact of this workshop on women's heart health. 
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The Binding 
of Isaac

“Take your son, your only son, the 
one you love—Isaac—and go to the 
land of Moriah. Offer him there as 

a burnt offering on a mountain I will show 
you.” (Gen. 22:2)

Thus begins one of the most famous epi-
sodes in the Torah, but also one of the most 
morally problematic. The conventional 
reading of this passage is that Abraham was 
being asked to show that his love for God 
was supreme. He would show this by being 
willing to sacrifice the son for whom he had 
spent a lifetime waiting.

Why did God need to “test” Abraham, 
given that He knows the human heart bet-
ter than we know it ourselves? Maimonides 
answers that God did not need Abraham to 
prove his love for Him. Rather the test was 
meant to establish for all time how far the 

fear and love of God must go.
On this principle there was little argu-

ment. The story is about the awe and love 
of God. Kierkegaard wrote about it and 
made the point that ethics is universal. It 
consists of general rules. But the love of 
God is particular. It is an I-Thou personal 
relationship. What Abraham underwent 
during the trial was, says Kierkegaard, a 
“teleological suspension of the ethical,” that 
is, a willingness to let the I-Thou love of God 
overrule the universal principles that bind 
humans to one another.

Rav Soloveitchik explained the Binding 
of Isaac episode in terms of his own well-
known characterisation of the religious life as 
a dialectic between victory and defeat, maj-
esty and humility, man-the-creative-master 
and man-the-obedient-servant. There are 
times when “God tells man to withdraw 
from whatever man desires the most.” We 
must experience defeat as well as victory. 
Thus the Binding of Isaac was not a once-
only episode but rather a paradigm for the 
religious life as a whole. Wherever we have 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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passionate desire – eating, drinking, phys-
ical relationship – there the Torah places 
limits on the satisfaction of desire. Precisely 
because we pride ourselves on the power of 
reason, the Torah includes chukim, statutes, 
that are impenetrable to reason.

These are the conventional readings and 
they represent the mainstream of tradition. 
However, since there are “seventy faces to 
the Torah,” I want to argue for a different 
interpretation. The reason I do so is that 
one test of the validity of an interpretation 
is whether it coheres with the rest of the 
Torah, Tanach, and Judaism as a whole. 
There are four problems with the conven-
tional reading:

We know from Tanach and independent 
evidence that the willingness to offer up 
your child as a sacrifice was not rare in the 
ancient world. It was commonplace. Tanach 
mentions that Mesha, King of Moab, did so. 
So did Yiftah, the least admirable leader in 
the book of Judges. Two of Tanach’s most 
wicked Kings, Ahaz and Manashe, intro-
duced the practice into Judah, for which 
they were condemned. There is archeolog-
ical evidence – the bones of thousands of 
young children –– that child sacrifice was 
widespread in Carthage and other Phoeni-
cian sites. It was a pagan practice.

Child sacrifice is regarded with horror 
throughout Tanach. Micah asks rhetorically, 

"Welcome Home"
Mazal Tov to Helen & Ziggy Reisman 

on their Aliya
From London to Netanya...and only one 

week after Avraham Avinu!
All our love - 

The Reismans of Neve Tzuf and Hoshaya
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God. It is the logic of the Inquisition and the 
suicide bomber. It is not the logic of Judaism 
rightly understood. God does not ask us to be 
unethical. We may not always understand 
ethics from God’s perspective but we believe 
that “He is the Rock, His works are perfect; 
all His ways are just” (Deut. 32:4).

To understand the Binding of Isaac we 
have to realise that much of the Torah, 
Genesis in particular, is a polemic against 
worldviews the Torah considers pagan, 
inhuman and wrong. One institution to 
which Genesis is opposed is the ancient 
family as described by Fustel de Coulanges 
and recently restated by Larry Siedentop 
in Inventing the Individual. 

Before the emergence of the first cities 
and civilisations, the fundamental social 
and religious unit was the family. As Cou-
langes puts it, in ancient times there was an 
intrinsic connection between three things: 
the domestic religion, the family and the 
right of property. Each family had its own 
gods, among them the spirits of dead ances-
tors, from whom it sought protection and 
to whom it offered sacrifices. The authority 
of the head of the family, the paterfamil-
ias, was absolute. He had power of life and 
death over his wife and children. Authority 
invariably passed, on the death of the father, 
to his firstborn son. Meanwhile, as long as 
the father lived, children had the status of 
property rather than persons in their own 
right. This idea persisted even beyond the 
biblical era in the Roman law principle 
of patria potestas.

The Torah is opposed to every element 
of this worldview. As anthropologist Mary 
Douglas notes, one of the most striking 
features of the Torah is that it includes no 

“Shall I give my firstborn for my sin, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul?” (Mic. 6:7), 
and replies, “He has shown you, O man, what 
is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God.” (Mic. 6:8) How 
could Abraham serve as a role model if what 
he was prepared to do is what his descen-
dants were commanded not to do?

Specifically, Abraham was chosen to be a 
role model as a parent. God says of him, “For 
I have chosen him so that he will instruct his 
children and his household after him to keep 
the way of the Lord by doing what is right 
and just.” How could he serve as a model 
father if he was willing to sacrifice his child? 
To the contrary, he should have said to God: 
“If you want me to prove to You how much 
I love You, then take me as a sacrifice, not 
my child.”

As Jews – indeed as humans – we must 
reject Kierkegaard’s principle of the “tele-
ological suspension of the ethical.” This is 
an idea that gives carte blanche to religious 
fanatics to commit crimes in the name of 

In memory of  our beloved and 
sorely missed parents, aunt & uncle, 
grandparents & great-grandparents

Arnold Becker z"l
 אהרן בן משה ז"ל

on his 15th Yahrzeit - ט"ו חשון 
and

I. Judith Becker a"h
 יהודית בת אפרים ע"ה

on her 8th yahrzeit - ט"ו תשרי
The family will be meeting at the Kvarim 

Har Tamir Chelka Taf  Gimel -  
this Friday morning, Oct. 22 at 10:00am
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sacrifices to dead ancestors. Seeking the 
spirits of the dead is explicitly forbidden.

Equally noteworthy is the fact that in the 
early narratives, succession does not pass to 
the firstborn: not to Ishmael but Isaac, not to 
Esau but Jacob, not to the tribe of Reuben but 
to Levi (priesthood) and Judah (kingship), 
not to Aaron but to Moses.

The principle to which the entire story 
of Isaac, from birth to binding, is opposed 
is the idea that a child is the property of the 
father. First, Isaac’s birth is miraculous. 
Sarah is already post-menopausal when 
she conceives. In this respect the Isaac story 
is parallel to that of the birth of Samuel to 
Hannah who, like Sarah, also is unable natu-
rally to conceive. That is why, when Samuel 
is born Hannah says, “I prayed for this child, 
and the Lord has granted me what I asked of 
Him.  So now I give him to the Lord. For his 
whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” 
(I Sam. 1:27) This passage is the key to 
understanding the message from heaven 
telling Abraham to stop: “Now I know that 
you fear God, because you have not withheld 
from Me your son, your only son” (the state-
ment appears twice, in Gen. 22:12 and 16). 
The test was not whether Abraham would 
sacrifice his son but whether he would give 
him over to God.

The same principle recurs in the book 
of Exodus. First, Moses’ survival is semi-mi-
raculous since he was born at a time when 
Pharaoh had decreed that every male Isra-
elite child should be killed. Secondly, during 

Our apartment needs extensive renovation  
and will be unlivable for about 6 months.  

We are a young senior couple looking for a 
living arrangement for January-June 2022 

052 441 9731
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the tenth plague when every firstborn 
Egyptian child died, the Israelite firstborn 
were miraculously saved. “Consecrate to 
me every firstborn male. The first offspring 
of every womb among the Israelites belongs 
to Me, whether human or animal.” The first-
borns were originally designated to serve 
God as Priests, but they lost this role after 
the sin of the Golden Calf. Nonetheless, a 
memory of this original role still persists in 
the ceremony of Pidyon HaBen, redemption 
of a firstborn son.

What God was doing when he asked 
Abraham to offer up his son was not request-
ing a child sacrifice but something quite 
different. He wanted Abraham to renounce 
ownership of his son. He wanted to establish 
as a non-negotiable principle of Jewish law 
that children are not the property of their 
parents.

That is why three of the four matriarchs 
found themselves unable to conceive other 
than by a miracle. The Torah wants us to 
know that the children they bore were the 
children of God rather than the natural 
outcome of a biological process. Eventu-
ally, the entire nation of Israel would be 
called the children of God. A related idea is 
conveyed by the fact that God chose as His 
spokesperson Moses, who was “not a man 

of words” (Ex. 4:10) He was a stammerer. 
Moses became God’s spokesman because 
people knew that the words he spoke were 
not his own but those placed in his mouth 
by God.

The clearest evidence for this interpre-
tation is given at the birth of the very first 
human child. When she first gives birth, 
Eve says: “With the help of the Lord I have 
acquired [kaniti] a man.” That child, whose 
name comes from the verb “to acquire,” 
was Cain, who became the first murderer. 
If you seek to own your children, your chil-
dren may rebel into violence.

If the analysis of Fustel de Colanges and 
Larry Siedentop is correct, it follows that 
something fundamental was at stake. As 
long as parents believed they owned their 
children, the concept of the individual could 
not yet be born. The fundamental unit was 
the family. The Torah represents the birth 
of the individual as the central figure in the 
moral life. Because children – all children – 
belong to God, parenthood is not ownership 
but guardianship. As soon as they reach the 
age of maturity (traditionally, twelve for 
girls, thirteen for boys) children become 
independent moral agents with their own 
dignity and freedom.

Sigmund Freud famously had 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815
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Storage 
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private elevator, 
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.
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– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

something to say about this too. He held 
that a fundamental driver of human iden-
tity is the Oedipus Complex, the conflict 
between fathers and sons as exemplified in 
Aeschylus’ tragedy. By creating moral space 
between fathers and sons, Judaism offers a 
non-tragic resolution to this tension. If Freud 
had taken his psychology from the Torah 
rather than from Greek myth, he might 
have arrived at a more hopeful view of the 
human condition.

Why then did God say to Abraham about 
Isaac: “Offer him up as a burnt offering”? So 
as to make clear to all future generations 
that the reason Jews condemn child sacri-
fice is not because they lack the courage to 
do so. Abraham is the proof that they do not 
lack the courage. The reason they do not 
do so is because God is the God of life, not 
death. In Judaism, as the laws of purity and 
the rite of the Red Heifer show, death is not 
sacred. Death defiles.

The Torah is revolutionary not only in 
relation to society but also in relation to the 
family. To be sure, the Torah’s revolution 
was not fully completed in the course of 
the biblical age. Slavery had not yet been 
abolished. The rights of women had not yet 
been fully actualised. But the birth of the 
individual – the integrity of each of us as a 
moral agent in our own right – was one of 
the great moral revolutions in history. 
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Benjy Singer
It was an experience 

I will never forget. I was 
doing research for my MA 

thesis and Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, 
then chief rabbi, had kindly agreed to 
speak with me.  

My thesis was about the impact that 
Jewish day schools had on religious and 
spiritual development. After asking a few 
questions, Rabbi Sacks said, “Is it OK if we 
take a break from your questions. I want 
to share with you my own thoughts.”  

Rabbi Sacks went on to talk to me 
about how the key to successful educa-
tion is nurturing and maintaining positive 
relationships. 

I distinctly remember Rabbi Sacks 
saying: “Education is about relationships. 
Yes, we teach texts, laws and history. But 
we will only make a difference to the lives 
of our young people if we are connecting 
with them. What we teach our students 
is the means. The end is developing 

relationships with them - hopefully then 
we stand a chance of making an impact 
and imparting our values and ideas.”  

What was Rabbi Sacks’ overall goal? I 
think the answer is twofold:  

1) He wanted to make Judaism relevant 
and engaging to the most modern Jew. 
He spoke to the times and made Torah a 
guide to living in the modern world, and 
also 2) He wanted to make Judaism and 
Zionism respectable in the eyes of the  
non-Jewish world. 

Rabbi Sacks became the ambassa-
dor of not just Judaism, but also more 
broadly, of faith and monotheism to the  
non-Jewish world.   

His books, articles, drashot and weekly 
parsha emails, wove together secular and 
Jewish thought in an elegant tapestry in a 
way that you have only been able to read 
from the writings of Rav Y.B. Soloveitchik 
and Rav Ahron Lichtenstein and spoke 
equally to Jews and non-Jews. 

Rabbi Sacks’ sensitivity and empa-
thy was known to all those who worked  
with him.   

When speaking with Rabbi Dr. Raphael 
Zarum, the Dean of the LSJS in London, a 
few days ago about Rabbi Sacks, he told 
me the following two stories showing how 
sensitive and kind Rabbi Sacks was. 

The first was when a major donor of 
the LSJS passed away and Rabbi Sacks 
attended the stone setting. Many rabbis 

REMEMBERING  
RABBI SACKS ZT’L  
ON HIS FIRST YAHRZEIT

25/26TH OCTOBER - 20 CHESHVAN

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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came from Israel – but the family were not 
religious and didn’t understand Hebrew 
and felt alienated. Rabbi Sacks read 
psalms in English and spoke beautifully 
about the deceased person.   

The rabbis couldn’t believe he read 
the psalms in English. But Rabbi Sacks 
knew that was the right thing to do and 
he didn’t care what the rabbis thought. 
The family were all moved to tears. That 
shows the uniqueness of Rabbi Sacks – he 
understood people and knew what to do 
in every situation. He wasn’t interested 
in his own personal kavod, but rather in  
helping people. 

The second was when Rabbi Zarum 
received a call from Rabbi Sacks, 10 a.m. 
on a Sunday morning. He called him to 
say that his mother had enjoyed listening 
to a talk of his over Shabbat. This was the 
chief rabbi taking time out to call him! 
Rabbi Zarum said, “ if Rabbi Sacks had 
called me,  just think how many times 
he did this type of thing to other people 
too, encouraging them and moving them 
forward.” 

Rabbi Sacks wasn’t just an outstanding 
intellectual and thinker, but also a deeply 
thoughtful and caring man. His passing 
has left a tremendous void in all of our 
lives. But, on the other hand, his teachings 
have left us with a challenge. To go out and 
learn and teach Torah - by so doing we 
become immortal, just like him. 

Benjy Singer is a teacher and freelance writer 
and journalist. He also runs the IsraelB.org 
online community, an online portal, which 
provides useful information of events, shi-
urim and news for olim and Jews around the 
world.
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

At the beginning of the parsha 
we encounter Hashem engag-
ing in bikkur cholim, visiting 

Avraham after he is circumcised.  The 
Torah indicates that Hashem appeared in 
the heat of the day (כחם היום). Rashi tells us 
that Hashem “took the sun out of its con-
tainer” and made it so hot so that no guests 
would disturb Avraham. Once Hashem 
saw how much it pained Avraham that he 
could not partake in the mitzva of hachna-
sas orchim, since no guests were to be 
found, Hashem sent angels disguised as 
humans as guests to Avraham.   

Rav Moshe Feinstein asks- what kind 
of pain did Avraham experience due to 
no guests appearing? When no one is in 
need of a place to stay or eat, there is no 
obligation to entertain. If it was Succos 

and I was unable to obtain an esrog, that 
is a situation where I am prevented from 
fulfilling a mitzva. But in Avraham’s sit-
uation, it is like someone being sad on a 
Tuesday because today is not Shabbos; or 
being upset that one cannot blow shofar 
today because it is not Rosh Hashana. If 
no one is in need of room and board, then 
there is no one to invite. Avraham was not 
withheld from fulfilling any mitzva- since 
the situation was such that there was no 
need for his services. So then, why was 
Avraham so pained? 

Rav Moshe explains that Avraham 
was the “amud hachesed”. He couldn’t live 
without performing chesed. It was the root 
of his very essence. If he was not engaged 
in chesed, he was in pain. He was in more 
pain from not performing acts of kindness 
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than from the medical procedure he just 
endured. A day without an act of chesed 
was truly lacking something meaningful. 

We see a similar concept elsewhere 
in the Torah. Moshe set aside three arei 
miklat in ever hayarden even though he 
couldn’t finish the job by designating the 
remaining three in Eretz Yisrael– because 
the performance of mitzvos was ingrained 
within him. Similarly, the individuals 
that were tamei meis in the midbar and 
who were exempt from participating in 
the Korban Pesach due to ones (no fault 
of their own), pleaded to be given a sec-
ond opportunity so they could partake in 
this mitzvah.  They were indeed granted 
Pesach Sheni!   

The middah of chesed was embedded 
within Avraham. Chesed is not just about 
the receiver. It shapes the provider of 
chesed as well. As descendants of Avra-
ham, we have chesed in our DNA. We 
should always consider what we can do 
to assist others.  To be involved in our 
communities, and to recognize the needs 
of those around us. To proactively pursue 
opportunities to engage in acts of kind-
ness and not wait to be asked by others for 
assistance. May we be blessed to always be 
on the side that is providing the chesed! 
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Powerful 
Prayer

The destruction of Sedom and 
Amorah is imminent; Lot is 
instructed to run to the moun-

tains to be saved (Bereisheet 19;18-23). But 
Lot begs the angels to allow him to escape 
to a closer location and spare the city of 
Zoar. The angels acquiesce, although Zoar 
was meant to be destroyed it was ultimately 
saved. How are we to understand that Lot’s 
appeal was granted while Avraham Avinu, 
who davened for the salvation of even one 
city, was denied?  Further, what inhibited 
Lot from fleeing to the hills where Avraham 
Avinu lived far away from all the devastation 
to ensure his safety?

Rashi (19;19) explains that Lot was afraid 
to return to the vicinity of Avraham Avinu 
lest Hashem compare him to his uncle and 
be found worthy of punishment. Rav Yaffe in 
Leavdecha B’emet questions this logic. Does 
Hashem compare one person to another? Is 
not each person judged for his own merits 
or otherwise? Rather, says Rav Yaffe, when 
one is found in the proximity of a great per-
son there is an expectation that he should 
become inspired and aim to emulate the 
ways of the gadol. The Saba of Novardok 
teaches that one who lives near a righteous 
person has a vivid image of exemplary 

behavior and that ideal must be an inspira-
tion for all to follow. It seems that Lot viewed 
such a responsibility as burdensome. 

Rav Zaitchik in Ohr Chadash reflects 
on Lot’s pathetic mindset here. Instead of 
admitting his shortcomings and returning 
to his uncle Avraham, he chooses to remain 
in a precarious and insecure circumstance.  
Lot prefers to suffer an uncertain future 
rather than make the necessary changes to 
his lifestyle and behavior. Indeed, many of 
us can see a reflection of ourselves in Lot. 
Even when we know that making signifi-
cant changes in our lives will lead to greater 
good, we are reluctant to go beyond what 
is familiar and comfortable to make those 
shifts.

Instead, Lot pleads that the city of Zoar 
be spared and remains in his habituated 
groove. Yet why was his request accepted?  
The midrash explains that the angels felt 
hakarat hatov to Lot for his hospitality, this 
obligated them to respond in the affirma-
tive. Rav Yechezekel Levenstein adds that 
such is the power of gratitude! It can affect 
powerful change, even beyond the tefilah of 
Avraham Avinu.

Rav Druck in Aish Tamid infers from 
here an additional lesson; the power of a 
tefilah that comes from the depths of one’s 
heart. Clearly the tefilah of Avraham Avinu 
was powerful, however, one cannot com-
pare it to a prayer offered in the direst of 
situations. Accordingly, chazal teach us that 
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the tefilah of a choleh himself is the most 
powerful. Here, Lot feels the desperation of 
the moment and emphasizes that his life is 
in danger. This is certainly a tefilah that can 
pierce the heavens. Rav Druck notes that we 
see a similar idea in the holiday of Tu B’av. 
One of the reasons offered for celebration 
on this day is that the last group of people 
from ages 20 to 60 who dug their graves in 
the midbar on Tisha B’av did not die and 
were able to enter Eretz Yisrael.  What was 
different about this group? Every year they 
dug their graves and although they davened 
earnestly there was still a part of them that 
said maybe we won’t die this year, maybe 
we will still get up tomorrow. However, in 
that last year all those who dug their graves 
knew they were going to die, there was no 
option for survival. Thus, they prayed from 
the depths of their hearts and did sincere 
teshuvah. They all lived and Tu B’av became 
a day that captures the potency of tefilah to 
offset a negative decree.  

The Torah is teaching us that despite 
Lot’s limitations and unwillingness to 
reform, he remains a model for us in the 
power of genuine, authentic tefilah. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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We Are All 
Guests

The Meor Einayim, the tzadik 
Rebbe Menachem Nachum of 
Chernobyl, zy’a, was one of the 

leading disciples of the Baal Shem Tov and 
later, of the Maggid of Mezritch. In addi-
tion to his mystical scholarship, the holy 
Chernobler was particularly active in the 
mitzvah of pidyon shevuyim, redeeming 
captives. His days and nights were spent 
collecting funds, lobbying and engaging in 
activism on behalf of Jews who had fallen 
prey to the local squires, landlords and 
corrupt officers of the Ukraine. He would 
spare no effort or expense in working on 
behalf of Jewish prisoners.

One day, while going door to door col-
lecting money to ransom a Jewish debtor in 
Zhitomir, the Chernobler was arrested and 
jailed for jaywalking. Lacking the appro-
priate identification papers, the tzadik was 
thrown into jail. Even as he suffered the 
indignities and humiliation of prison, the 
Chernobler maintained his faith. He was 
also plagued with the nagging, obvious 

question: Having devoted his entire life to 
this specific mitzvah pidyon shevuyim, how 
could God allow this ironic turn of events? 
That night, his rebbe, the holy Baal Shem 
Tov, appeared to him in a dream. Smiling, 
the tzadik shared the following message: 

“There was none among our forefa-
thers who more exemplified the trait of 
chesed and excelled in hachnasas orchim, 
welcoming and honoring guests, more 
than Avraham Avinu. The tent of Avraham 
and Sarah was open on all four sides, and 
they provided food, shelter and encourage-
ment to any passing wayfarer, stranger or 
traveller. In his infinite wisdom, Hashem 
instructed Avraham to hit the road: Lech 
lecha m’artzecha, “Go from your land,” 
and become a traveller as well. Avraham 
became a stranger in a strange land, so 
that the experience of being a guest would 
teach him how to be a host and to more 
effectively provide for the needs of others.

“You, my dear Reb Nachum,” continued 
the Baal Shem Tov, “you who have spent 
your life redeeming prisoners and rescu-
ing captives, will now more fully appreciate 
how crucial the Mitzvah is and you will 
redouble your holy efforts on their behalf 
with even more sacrifice and sensitivity.” 

Our sedra describes the incredible 
efforts Avraham Avinu made in service of 
three filthy, Arab travellers, idolaters who 
arrived at their tent. With alacrity and 
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dedication, Avraham personally provided 
for their every need.

Rav Shabsai Yogel, zy’a, was a student of 
both Volozhin and Navardok, and served as 
the Rosh Yeshivah of  Slonim. Rav Shabsai 
survived the war and settled in Ramat Gan, 
where he rebuilt the yeshivah and was a 
member of the Moetzes Gedolei Torah of 
Agudas Yisroel. He once shared the follow-
ing insight. 

Shimon haTzadik taught: על שלשה דברים 

 העולם עומד, על התורה ועל העבודה ועל גמילות חסדים,
“The world stands on three things, Torah, 
Divine service and acts of kindness (Prikei 
Avos 1:2 ).  The first two world-supporting 
pillars are listed with the hey hayideah, the 
‘definite article’– haTorah, literally “the 
Torah” and ha-avodah, “the Avodah”. The 
third pillar, gemilus chassadim, is men-
tioned without the hey hayediah. 

Chazal saw with ruach hakodesh that 
a time would come in history when Jews 
would debate the nature of Torah and 
Divine service; the winds of change can 
alter the way some interpret our holy 
Torah and what it means to serve God. 
Therefore, the Mishnah states clearly that 
‘Torah’ refers to the Torah — our exclusive 
covenantal relationship through revelation 
— Torah min haShamayim. And avodah 
refers to the avodah, the personal con-
nection and authentic service of Hashem 
revealed by our sages. 

Rav Yogel explained that gemilas cha-
sadim, the third sustaining pillar of the 
world, is different. Universal in nature, true 
chesed is without the specific delineation 
and distinction implied by the word ha, 
“the”. In other words, there are no limits 
and restrictions in chesed; every human 
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being is deserving of kindness. This we 
learn from the ‘pillar of faith’ himself, Avra-
ham Avinu. 

ִבים ָעָליו ים ִנצָּ ה ֲאָנשִׁ לֹשָׁ ה שְׁ  ְוִהנֵּ

Looking up, he saw three men standing 
near him (18:2).

Avraham Avinu’s real life experience of 
being on the road without the stability of a 
home enabled him to identify and empa-
thize with the needs and circumstances 
of others in a deeper, and more personal 
way. Professor Brené Brown is one of the 
insightful wise-people of our generation. 
She teaches that empathy and sympa-
thy, often thought of as synonyms, are in 
fact very different. Empathy is a skill that 
can bring us closer to others, allowing 
people we connect with to feel included, 
while sympathy creates an uneven power 
dynamic leading to even further isolation 

and disconnection. True chesed is delivered 
from a perspective of being on level ground 
with others, and therefore empowers the 
receiver by providing them assistance, sup-
port and connection.

Rav Joseph Soloveitchik, zy’a, frames 
the specific act of kindness of hachnasas 
orchim as an expression of our partnership 
with Hashem, and as our desire to emulate 
His Divine ways:

The Almighty is the great machnis ore-
chim. His hospitality made it possible for 
humanity to exist, for the world to come 
into being. “To be,” means to share in the 
infinite being of the Almighty. The Almighty, 
like Avraham, invites people to partake in 
His boundless existence. Creation is an act 
of hachnasat orchim… We are just strang-
ers whom the Almighty has invited into His 
“tent,” which is the universe. How beautiful 
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is the doctrine of tzimtzum, of contraction. 
What is creation if not withdrawal by God 
in order to make it possible for a world to 
emerge in space and time? Infinity steps 
aside and finitude is born. What is hachna-
sat orchim if not withdrawal by the master 
from part of his home so that a stranger can 
occupy the empty part he vacates?

Parshas Vayeira is an opportunity for 
us to reflect on the extraordinary way our 
Zeidy Avraham used his real life experi-
ences, travails and journeys as means to 
connect with, better understand and meet 
the needs of others. More importantly, it 
is a time for us to consider how our own 
ups and downs, our challenges and oppor-
tunities, are meant to help us make space 
within our schedules, homes and lives, for 
others. We are always being taught deeper 
levels of empathy and lovingkindness. 

May we merit to learn from Avraham 
Avinu, and practice empathy and hachna-
sas orchim in good health and amid 
revealed good. 
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The Jews  
and the Ram 

There are few scenes in Sefer 
Bereishit as dramatic as Akeidat 
Yitzchak. Father and son walk 

hand in hand, honored to fulfill Hashem’s 
impossible command. Bound and con-
strained, Yitzchak is prepared to pay the 
ultimate price for his steadfast belief. For 
his part, Avraham is willing to sacrifice the 
child he had waited for with the patience 
of a hundred years. Avraham is not only 
surrendering his lone successor, but is also 
sabotaging his life’s work and his celebrated 
career. You can imagine the jeers the day 
after he walks down the mountain as a 
“murderer”. This “saint”, who had spent a 
lifetime preaching morality, has now been 
exposed as a fraud and as a child killer. 
Undeterred by the cost and unafraid of 
the consequences, Avraham and Yitzchak 
ascend the mountain, ready to submit to the 
divine mystery.

Of course, Hashem has no interest in 
human sacrifice; if anything, the entire 
akeidah is designed solely to debunk the 
concept of human sacrifice. Avraham and 
Yitzchak are brought to the brink of human 
sacrifice specifically to discredit any thought 
that Hashem desires human blood. Though 
no life would be taken that day, Avraham 

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

and Yitzchak are still willing to sacrifice 
everything for their love of Hashem. In a 
dramatic climax, a heavenly angel inter-
venes at the last second, barely sparing 
Yitzchak’s life and halting the akeidah. 

Just when you would think the akeidah 
has concluded, the Torah describes a seem-
ingly trivial sidenote. As he withdraws the 
knife from his son’s taught neck, Avraham 
notices a ram which happens to be caught 
in the thicket, wildly flailing its horns, but 
unable to release itself. Avraham sacrifices 
this trapped ram in place of his son. 

Of course, there is nothing random about 
this ram; Chazal assure us that this ram was 
created at the dawn of history during the 
final stages of creation. Why is the sacrifice 
of the ram so noteworthy? Sacrifices were 
always offered throughout Bereishit without 
any fanfare or notable mention. Why is this 
“historic” ram positioned upon such an epic 
mountain? Would the akeidah have been 
incomplete without an ordinary ram sacri-
fice? Finally, why is the ram’s struggle to free 
itself from the thicket even mentioned? Why 
is this seemingly inconsequential informa-
tion about horns stuck in a bush, crucial to 
the overall story? 

Evidently, the thrashing ram possesses 
deeper symbolism. When a ram’s horn, 
or for that matter, a human limb becomes 
entangled in a thicket, it can be tricky to sep-
arate from the bush. Even if you succeed in 
disentangling from one branch, a different 
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branch entangles you. Chazal saw the ram’s 
struggle with a knotty bush as a metaphor of 
Jewish history. Throughout our arduous but 
heroic journey in exile we would become 
ensnared in thorny and trying situations. 
We would face hatred and persecution. 
True we would survive horror and hostil-
ity but upon extracting ourselves from one 
predicament we would soon become entan-
gled in a new and different set of adverse 
conditions. The ram thrashing its horns is a 
metaphor for the odyssey of Jewish history 
and the miracle of Jewish survival under 
unimaginable circumstances. 

This powerful metaphor for Jewish sur-
vival is implanted as an integral element 
of the akeidah. By ascending the moun-
tain and abandoning human logic below, 
Avraham and Yitzchak set a paradigm for 
their descendants. They enshrined mesirat 
nefesh at the core of Jewish identity.  The 
love for Hashem runs so deep in Jewish con-
sciousness that we are prepared to defend 
His presence in this world even at the cost of 
our own very lives. Avraham and Yitzchak 
were each prepared to forfeit everything to 
display their love of God and their submis-
sion to His will. Every Jew possesses this trait 
as part of his genetic composition. Some are 
more aware of this capacity, while for oth-
ers it lies buried deep within the recesses of 
Jewish identity. Either way, mesirat nefesh is 
part of our national ethos and it was injected 
into the Jewish heart by Avraham and Yiz-
tchak upon this mountain. Jews do not have 
a death wish and don’t pursue martyrdom. 
However, every Jew lives with an unspoken 
awareness that we are placed upon this 
globe with a mission. We will rally to that 
mission with every breath we are given by 

Hashem and if necessary with our last one.
Our willingness to die on behalf of our 

belief is largely responsible for our miracu-
lous survival during the past two thousand 
years of history. Without this courage, defi-
ance, and commitment we would have 
buckled under the relentless efforts to anni-
hilate our people and our faith. Ideas are 
rarely defeated by violence and certainly 
the eternal idea of Hashem can never be 
eliminated from the Jewish imagination 
by pressure or persecution. As the akeidah 
ebbed to a close, the ram signals to Avraham 
that this trial was essential to empower his 
children for survival through the thicket of 
Jewish history. The Jews would journey along 
a terrifying historical path and without the 
love and faith programmed at the akeidah, 
this journey would be unmanageable. This 
thrashing ram would be sacrificed but the 
Jewish nation would survive their thicket 
of history because of this epic moment and 
due to the indefatigable love for Hashem that 
every Jewish heart harbors. 

With Hashem’s help we have finally dis-
entangled ourselves from that thicket and 
we stand once again upon the mountains 
of Israel -proud of this incredible legacy and 
awaiting our destiny. We have come full circle 
since that heroic morning of the akeidah. 

Religious, genuine, warm, spiritual, 
divorced, successful guy looking for an 

outgoing, sensitive, fun loving &  
energetic woman till 46 to be a best 
friend and partner for life. And of 

course...willing to be adored!
respond to Batkol2021@gmail.com
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Determining 
the Status 
of Shemitah 
Produce - Part 2

The stage of growth of produce 
plays a role in determining 
whether it maintains holiness of 

the shemitah year. As previously discussed, 
tree fruits become holy if and when chani-
tah occurs during shemitah (from Rosh 
Hashanah 5782 until Rosh Hashanah 5783). 
Chanitah refers either to the beginning of 
the formation of the fruit or according 
to other opinions, the stage at which it 
becomes edible. The current article aims to 
discuss other types of crops and when they 
acquire the status of shemitah produce.

Grains and legumes
According to Torah law, grains become 

holy if and when they reach a third of their 
growth during the shemitah year. If the 
grains already reached this stage before 
Rosh Hashanah, they are considered sixth-
year produce, even if they are harvested 
during shemitah. Our Sages (Rosh Hasha-
nah 12:b) bring proof from different verses 
that a third of full growth is the stage that 

determines the grain’s status. Halachic 
authorities discuss when exactly “a third of 
growth” takes place. The Ran (Rosh Hasha-
nah 12:b) maintains that a third of the 
weight is the stage prescribed by the Sages, 
while the Chazon Ish (7:16) proves from 
other sources that our Sages meant a third 
of the ripeness. Most authorities accept the 
ruling of the Chazon Ish (see Kerem Tzion, 
Terumot 4). As it is hard to define how one 
measures ripeness, the accepted method is 
to go by the volume of the grains. Grains 
included in this category are the five grains 
(wheat, barley, rye, spelt and oats). 

Similarly, the status of legumes is deter-
mined by when they reach a third of their 
growth. Halacha defines legumes as crops 
whose seed is consumed, while the leaves 
of the branch are discarded (see Rambam 
Kilayim 1:8). These include corn, peanuts, 
and beans of all kinds.

According to almost all authorities, 
grapes and olives are similar to grains and 
legumes and their shemitah status is thereby 
determined by a third of growth. This is true 
whether they are grown for consumption or 
for wine or oil production. Several reasons 
are suggested by early authorities for why 
grapes and olives are treated differently 
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from other tree-fruits. (See Ritva and Tosafot 
Ri”d on Rosh Hashanah 12b.)    

Vegetables 
In contrast to fruits, grains and legumes, 

the shemitah status of vegetables is deter-
mined solely by when they are picked. Even 
if a vegetable grew completely during the 
sixth year, if it is harvested during shemitah 
(i.e. after Rosh Hashanah 5782) it maintains 
kedushat shevi’it, and all the halachot of 
shemitah produce apply. 

Interestingly, there is an exception 
to the above rule, mainly applicable to 
commercial farmers. There are certain 
vegetables which, after fully ripening, are 
left on the plant for a number of weeks 
prior to harvesting. They are purposely 
not watered or tended in order to benefit 
from the drying process of the hot sun. 
This practice is common in the production 
of paprika and squash. In a case where 
the vegetable was completely grown prior 
to Rosh Hashanah and was not watered 
for a certain period of time, then even if 

it was picked after shemitah began, there 
is no kedushat shevi’it. The OU has cer-
tified paprika which was grown in this 
fashion. Based on Mishnah Shevi’it (2:8), 
which requires a certain amount of time 
before Rosh Hashanah during which the 
vegetables are not watered, Rav Belsky 
(one of the OU Poskim) ruled that paprika 
peppers not be watered forty days prior to 
Rosh Hashanah. Even though the peppers 
are harvested afterwards, the paprika is 
not considered shemitah produce and may 
be shipped overseas. The entire process is 
overseen by top OU mashgichim.

Herbs and spices 
As various spices and herbs grow differ-

ently, the stage which determines them as 
shemitah produce depends on the type of 
plant. Many herbs are similar to vegetables 
and therefore go by the time of picking. The 
Chazon Ish (14:3) cited hyssop (za’atar) as 
an example of an herb that is similar to 
a vegetable and becomes holy once it is 
picked after Rosh Hashanah. However, 
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other herbs and spices have different rules. 
For example, rosemary, which grows on 
branches, “belongs” to the shemitah year at 
the point when the branches start to sprout 
from the plant. 

The consumer
During the fall and early winter, know-

ing the time and dates of shemitah produce 
is essential. Otherwise, it can be very con-
fusing to keep track of which produce has 
kedushat shevi’it and which does not. Most 
fruits will have no kedushat shevi’it until 
later in the year, and the same is true for 
olive oil and grapes. On the other hand, 
almost all vegetables and certain spices 
have kedushat shevi’it already at the very 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

beginning of shemitah. It is recommended 
to equip oneself with a shemitah calendar 
to be able to consult while shopping for veg-
etables and fruits. Feel free to reach out to 
our hotline for further guidance.
In summary:
• Grains and legumes have kedushat 

shevi’it if they reached a third of their 
growth during shemitah.

• A third of growth is not measured by 
weight but rather by volume.

• Grapes and olives have the same “third 
of growth” rule regarding shemitah.

• Vegetables are considered shevi’it 
once they have been picked during the 
shemitah year, even if they were ripe 
prior to shemitah.

• Vegetables that are left on the plant and 
not watered in order to dry in the sun 
are not considered shemitah produce, 
even if picked after Rosh Hashanah.

• It is important to equip oneself with a 
shemitah calendar in order to check 
when each product takes on kedushat 
shevi’it. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, October 24 - Rabbi Adler’s shiur  

is sponsored by an anonymous donor

Sunday, October 24  - Rabbi Walk’s shiur  
is sponsored by Edenics.org and its founder, 

Isaac Mozeson in gratitude for 70 years of Edenics

Monday, October 25 - Rabbi Goldscheider’s &  
Rabbi Herschler’s shiurim are sponsored  

by an anonymous donor

Tuesday, October 26 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur  
is sponsored by an anonymous donor

Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim 
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook



OU ISRAEL CENTER         49

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

OU ISRAEL CENTER         59

www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades



50     TORAH TIDBITS 1439 / VAYERA 5782

Our Sedra opens with Avraham 
Avinu, sitting, recovering from 
his recent brit mila, outside 

his tent during the heat of the day. Chazal 
explain that Avraham is sitting outside 
his tent, anxious to welcome guests, that 
despite his discomfort and recovery from 
his recent “surgical” procedure, he is liter-
ally sitting and waiting for an opportunity to 
welcome visitors into his home. Of course, 
the guests that arrive, are none other than 
the malachim that Hashem sends his way 
to cheer Avraham up,  to enable Avraham 
to do that maaseh chesed he is longing to 
fulfill, as well as ultimately to share with 
Avraham and Sara that they will finally be 
blessed with a child. 

 In a stirring and beautiful teaching, 
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz zy’a, 
known as the Patiker Rav,  points out that 
there are four eternal lessons to be learned 
from this story as to how one should per-
form the mitzvah of  hachnasat orchim, 
the mitzvah of welcoming guests into our 
homes.

The first message- Avraham  is waiting 
outside his home, seeking opportunities 
to be hospitable, rather than waiting for 
someone to knock on his door or ask to 
be welcomed. Each one of us must ask 
ourselves, how can we emulate this mida 
- to literally actively seek opportunities to 
do chesed and to welcome others into our 
homes.

The second point, Avraham Avinu of 
course had many servants. When these 
travelers arrive to visit them, it is he and 
Sara themselves who engage in welcoming 
the guests, in making sure they are comfort-
able, that they have shade and that they can 
freshen up. It is Sara herself who prepares 
a meal for these visitors. All this teaches us 
that hachnasat orchim should be done our-
selves and not through an emissary. 

The third message we can learn is that 
one should not interrogate our guests, or 
bombard them with questions to see if 
indeed they really are in need of our hospi-
tality and assistance. Chazal point out that 
Avraham Avinu intuited through his pro-
phetic capabilities that these guests were 
malachim, that they really were not in need 
of any physical comforts or sustenance, yet 
this does not impact or limit Avraham in 
any way in terms of his desire to treat them 
with kindness and dignity. 

Finally, these special guests ultimately 
reveal to Avraham and Sara that they will 
miraculously be blessed with a child! This, 
explains the Patiker Rav, teaches us the 
most profound message of all regarding the 
mitzvah of hachnasat orchim and any act of 
chesed,- in reality our guests end up giving 
us much more than they receive!

May we be blessed to heed the Patiker 
Rav’s powerful words, and to find ful-
fillment in a life filled with chesed and 
hachnasat orchim. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Holy Land, 
Twice Over

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik sug-
gested that it is inaccurate, from 
a halachic perspective, to refer to 

Israel as ‘the Holy Land.’ There isn’t a sin-
gle holiness according to halacha; there are 
actually two dimensions of holiness that are 
inherent in the Land of Israel. 

The Rav explained this idea by citing a 
beautiful Mishna which illustrates the kedu-
sha of Israel (Mishna Keilim 1:6). The Sages 
in this passage state that there are ten levels 
of holiness found in the Land. 

Firstly the Land of Israel is holier than 
any other land in the world and there are 
three items in particular, that exhibit its holy 
character, (a) On the second day of Pesach 
the Omer offering must be taken from bar-
ley that grows in the Land of Israel.(b) On 
the holiday of Shavuot the wheat used for 
the loaves must be wheat that grew in the 
Land of Israel. (c) The Bikurim, first fruits of 
the seven species, must be taken from the 
Land of Israel.

The mishna is perplexing. Surely these 
are not the only laws that pertain to the 
uniqueness of Israel regarding its holy 
status? Why, for example, is maaser, ter-
umah, being mafrish challah, not counted 
among this list as well? The Rav offered a 

penetrating answer. This Mishna is focused 
on only one aspect of Israel’s kedusha - 
namely, the kedusha that emanates from 
the Makom Hamikdash (the place of the 
Temple). There are ten regions in Israel 
that depending on their proximity to the 
Temple have a certain degree of holiness. 
Those areas which are closer have a more 
potent kedusha and as the distance from 
the central point of the Temple increases 
the kedusha weakens. The kedusha has a 
limit and does not extend past the borders 
of Israel. That is why the barley, wheat, and 
first fruits must be taken from somewhere 
within the boundaries of Israel and brought 
to the Temple.

By contrast, there is a kedusha in Israel 
which is not contingent on the Temple’s holi-
ness. It is a kedusha embedded in the Land; 
this is why we call the Land admat kodesh. The 
laws of Shemita, terumah,maaser are all laws 
related to the holiness that exists in the Land 
of Israel itself. Therefore, in actuality, a double 
serving of sanctity is manifest in Israel. 
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Playing God?

The Book of Bereishit opens with 
God creating the world and 
eventually addressing Adam, 

commanding him to follow certain instruc-
tions. Very quickly Adam and Chava sin 
and are ejected from the idyllic Garden of 
Eden, and they dwell in the entrance to the 
Garden, from where they could see Eden 
but they were not allowed to enter. When 
Cain performs an even more atrocious sin, 
he is distanced even further and has to 
roam around the world. Last week we read 
of Noach’s trials and tribulations, during 
which he is not only exiled from his locale, 
but the entire world is erased through the 
flood, and humanity must rebuild itself.

The beginning of the Book of Bereishit 
is a chronicle of man being distanced from 
God. Avraham, who appears in this week’s 
Parshah, begins to mend this rift and to 
discover the Almighty in this world. He 
starts his journey at the tender age of three 
and later proclaims Divinity to the entire 
world, travelling from place to place to 
teach about God and our obligations and 
allegiances to Him. (See Rambam, Laws of 
Idolatry 1:3)

This is also the entire history of reli-
gious man, our desire to connect with God 
and find Him in our own world and even in 
our everyday lives. Religion in general, and 

Judaism in particular, are a method to find 
God in the world that we inhabit.

However, I often face the question 
posed by couples undergoing fertility treat-
ment, doctors challenging my religious 
perspective, or members of the public who 
are exposed to news of medical advance-
ments. Have we gone too far, are we now 
playing God?

We are capable of performing so many 
incredible medical treatments, we have 
enabled couples to have children who 
would have been undoubtedly childless 
just a few years ago. We are able to eradi-
cate genetic abnormalities, or even simply 
unwanted genetic traits that are harmless 
but undesirable, at least by the couple 
attempting to eliminate them. We can take 
one woman’s eggs, remove the nucleus 
and place another woman’s DNA in the 
egg, it can then be fertilized and placed 
in the body of a third woman and when 
she delivers the baby it will be raised by 
another woman and her husband. The 
complications regarding the definition 
of parenthood, lineage, ethnic affiliation, 
and other factors are numerous and may 
convince us that, while we can do such pro-
cedures, we would be well advised not to 
do so.  

What is the limit and boundaries to 
playing God? At what point do we cease to 
be human and start making Divine deci-
sions? More on this next time. 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

when something is both stuck on a majority 
of the object (rov) and in a manner that the 
pertinent person wants it removed (mak-
pid). It is a chatzitza on a Rabbinic level if 
only one of the issues exists (ibid.). You and 
most people prefer to remove residue on 
their racks (thus, the chemicals products) 
– all of it, unless it is impossible or highly 
taxing. It is a good question – when one 
does not remove only because it is not so 
feasible, is it a chatzitza?

There are several discussions about 
chatzitzot that are difficult to remove. One 
is about medically required chatzitzot, e.g., 
stitches, casts, post-operative bandages. The 
mishna states that a bandage on a wound 
constitutes a chatzitza (Mikvaot 9:2). On 
the other hand, some explain that this is 
because people often remove the bandage 
temporarily (see Sidrei Tahara 198:23; Ktav 
Sofer, YD 91). Despite the similarities (stay-
ing on for a while, difficult to remove), the 
bandage is different in both directions: a 
bandage is more annoying than residue; 
there is a plan to remove it in the future 
(stringent); the bandage is desired now 
(lenient).

Two relevant sources are focal points 
of discussion and distinctions: 1. There is 
a machloket among Tannaim whether an 
arrow lodged in one’s leg and is difficult to 
remove is a chatzitza (Tosefta, Mikvaot 7:9); 
2. According to some Rishonim (see Beit 
Yosef, YD 198), one does not need to remove 

Is a Difficult 
to Remove 
Residue a 
Chatzitza?

Question: I learned that due to the way 
we use our oven rack, it requires tevila 
(beyond our scope), but by now, it has 
baked-on residue. With hard work and 
chemical cleaners, I removed most of the 
residue, but it is not fully clean. May I do 
tevilat keilim now?  

Answer: The laws of chatzitza (impedi-
ments to the water reaching all of the object) 
come up in the Shulchan Aruch regarding 
different tevilot – a woman (Yoreh Deah 
198), netilat yadayim (Orach Chayim 161), 
and tevilat keilim (YD 120 & 202). The main 
difference is that for a woman, it is a more 
acute need (to prevent a severe aveira) than 
the latter two (a lower level positive mitzva 
– for hands, it is Rabbinic; for utensils, it is 
a machloket whether it is from the Torah). 

The main rule about chatzitza (Eiruvin 
4b) is that the Torah-level disqualification is 
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certain skin malformations, despite his 
desire to not have them, because removal 
is painful. To reconcile these sources, 
the Sidrei Tahara (198:26) distinguishes 
between foreign objects, which more natu-
rally constitute chatzitzot, and addendums 
of the body itself. Others distinguish based 
on how safe it is to remove it (Rash on Mik-
vaot 10:8; Shut R. Akiva Eiger I:60). Those 
sources do not provide clear guidance for 
our case because of differences – here, the 
residue is foreign and difficulty is the only 
reason not to remove the residue; we are 
dealing with a utensil rather than a person. 

The closest cases are the following. A 
woman must try to remove lice from her 
hair before tevila, but irremovable lice are 
not a chatzitza (Shulchan Aruch, YD 198:47). 
Like our case, she would like to remove 
them and just did not succeed, and yet it is 
considered not makpid. The Gra (ad loc. 53) 
is confusing, as he points out two things: it 
is natural, and he is not makpid. Depending 
on how these reasons interact, it is unclear 

what he would say in our case. The Rama 
(Yoreh Deah 202:2) says that black stains 
on the outside of a pot are normal and 
therefore not a problem. However, not all 
agree (Gra ad loc. 3), although maybe the 
stains are not too difficult to remove. The 
strongest source seeming to indicate that 
residue that remains after removal efforts 
is not a chatzitza is the Shulchan Aruch, 
YD 120:13. One must remove rust before 
tevilat keilim, but if, after efforts to do so a 
little is left, one is not makpid, and it is okay. 
One could argue that residue in the age of 
oven cleaners is less acceptable than rust 
before the advent of stainless steel. How-
ever, regarding a case that you do not plan 
to clean anymore, we have seen enough 
justification to posit that normal modest 
residue is not a chatzitza. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

 CHESED FUND
Please help those less fortunate, 

desperate for assistance.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to

"The Chesed Fund" and send to 
ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370

or donations can be brought to the  
OU Israel Center.
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ולירושלים עירך 
ברחמים תשוב

At the end of every Kumsitz, Cha-
giga, or Simcha, we typically 
end off with a joyous rendi-

tion of the  song בירושלים  Next) לשנה הבאה 
year in Jerusalem). Often, people living 
in Yerushalayim have a harder time con-
necting to these words. Why should they 
sing these words with passion and fervor, 
if they already live in Yerushalayim? But 
there is one small word at the end of this 
song that gives the answer - הבנויה (which is 
built up). We ask not only for the privilege 
of being able to live in Yerushalayim, but to 
be zocheh to witness Yerushalayim return 
to all of its formal glory.

This same dialectic is found in the 
Shemoneh Esrei in the bracha of ולירושלים.
בתוכה  ותשכון  תשוב,  ברחמים  עירך  ולירושלים 

עולם,  בנין  בימינו  בקרוב  אותה  ובנה  דיברת,  כאשר 

וכיסא דוד עבדך מהרה לתוכה תכין. ברוך אתה ה', בונה 

ירושלים.

And to Yerushalayim, Your city, may You 
return with mercy and may You rest within 
it, as You have spoken. May You rebuild it 
soon in our days as an eternal structure, 

and may You speedily establish the throne 
of David within it. Blessed are You, Hashem, 
who builds Yerushalayim.

עירך  In this Tefilla, we ask - ולירושלים 
Hashem to return to Yerushalayim, to His 
city. Rabbi Shimon Schwab explains that 
we want Hashem not only to return to the 
city of Yerushalayim, but to transform it 
back into His city. The city of Yerushalayim 
should be a city filled only with Kedusha. It 
should revert it back to the way we would 
expect the city of Hashem to appear.

 We ask that Hashem return - ברחמים תשוב
to the city with mercy, meaning that even 
if we don’t deserve it, He should forgive us 
and come back to Yerushalayim

 We want Hashem not only - ותשכון בתוכה
to return to Yerushalayim for “brief vis-
its” but לשכון בתוכה, to really dwell in it and 
make it His “home”.

 We remind Hashem that  - כאשר דברת
this is a promise He already made to us 
many years ago, throughout Tanach (for 
example in Zecharya 8:3 –  שבתי אל ציון ושכנתי 

 and I will return to Tzion and -בתוך ירושלים
dwell in Yerushalayim).

עולם בנין  בימינו  בקרוב  אותה   We ask -  ובנה 
Hashem that not only should we see a 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125

Mazal Tov to  
David & Cookie Klavan and family  
on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter
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Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95sqm, sukkah 
balcony, eternal overwhelming panoramic view, 
Shabbat elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130sqm, Sukkah 
balconies, 4 exposures, elevator, small & quiet 
building 5,000,000 NIS
Katamonim: 4 room duplex, 105sqm, beautifully 
architecturally renovated, 16sqm sukkah balcony, 
master bedroom, private large attic 2,890,000 NIS
Ramat Denya: 6 room duplex garden apartment, 
158sqm+ large attic, terrace, 2 covered parking 
spaces, very bright, view, potential for significant 
expansion, 5,500,000 NIS
German Colony: 3.5 rooms, 80sqm, first floor, 
spacious living room and rooms, balcony,  
3,300,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90sqm, master 
suite, sukkah balc. 3,650,000NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 80sqm, great view, 
elevator, parking, 3 a.e 2,350,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 90sqm, balcony, elevator, 
safe room, 3 a.e, 3,000,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

spiritual transformation of Yerushalayim, 
in which we will feel Hashem’s presence 
and the Kedusha will spread through the 
city, but that we should see a physical 
transformation as well.  

 In order - וכיסא דוד עבדך מהרה לתוכה תכין
for Yerushalayim to return to its complete 
glory, we ask Hashen to establish new, sta-
ble, G-d chosen leadership.

 Blessed are you - ברוך אתה ה׳ בונה ירושלים
HaShem who builds Yerushalayim.

Living in exile for thousands of years, 
one can imagine that this Bracha was for 
centuries cause for tears and immense 
sadness. The request for the rebuilding of 
Yerushalayim seemed like a far-off unob-
tainable dream. 

In fact, Rav Yonatan Eibishitz, who 
lived in the1600’s, writes the following 
words – “There is no reason to expand 
on this, for it is clear that one must shed 
unending tears regarding the building of 
Yerushalayim….for that is the purpose of 
mankind,  and if we don’t have Yerusha-
layim, what is the purpose of life?”

Baruch HaShem, in today’s times, things 
have begun to shift. Sure, things today are 
not perfect. Much of Yerushalayim is secu-
lar, there’s no Beit Hamikdash or Davidic 
dynasty, and many do not feel Hashem’s 
presence... but look how far we’ve come!

So I think that while yes, we need to rec-
ognize that we are not there yet and that we 

have a lot to daven for, at the same time we 
can look towards the future with renewed 
hope and faith that we are headed towards 
our national dream of a flourishing and 
kedusha-filled Yerushalayim.

We conclude the bracha with the 
words ברוך אתה ה׳ בונה ירושלים - Blessed are 
you HaShem who builds Yerushalayim. Rav 
Schwab notes that this bracha is written in 
the present and not in the future (i.e., He 
will build Yerushalayim). He explains that 
this is because the rebuilding of Yerusha-
layim is a process. Hashem is constantly 
rebuilding Yerushalayim, advancing it 
both spiritually and physically, so that each 
day we are one day closer to the fulfillment 
of our dream.

May we all be zocheh to witness Hash-
em’s ultimate return to a completely built 
up Yerushalayim - ירושלים הבנויה! 

Mazal Tov to  
Gershon & Debbie Markowitz and family 

on the marriage of their son Elimelech,  
and on the engagement of their son,  

Yonatan
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Meron Nemirov
Jerusalem Chapter 
Director
Hashem In Our
Lives

When Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai was 
about to pass away, he blessed his students 
saying that their awe of Hashem should be 
equal to that of their awe of man. At first 
glance, it seems like an odd bracha. Why 
stop there? Shouldn’t our awe be even 
greater for our creator? 

I believe our parsha has the key. The 
binding of Isaac is a story of a parent and 
their son leaving home. They are not sure 
exactly where they’re going. They travel 
for days, with only the parent really under-
standing that they’ve left the safety of their 
tent. The child walks hand in hand though, 
not really asking any questions. After a few 
days it seems clear; the parent resigning 
themselves to the fact that their child isn’t 
coming home, that they’re meeting their 
end where they are. Then, out of nowhere, 
divine intervention. An angel comes down, 
blesses the child and shows the parent that 
there was something else there all along.  

While Akeidat Yitschak might be one 
of the better known stories of the Chu-
mash, it’s not the only one that fits this 
exact story progression! Hagar and Ish-
mael follow the exact same story, only 
one perek earlier! The difference between 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

these two journeys, Rav Menachem Pen-
ner suggests, is one crucial difference. 
Avraham knows Hashem is with him, He 
appeared to him. Vaera! Hagar did not 
have that experience. Her mission, while 
also divinely commanded, was not handed 
down to her through Hashem. She didn’t 
have a moment of knowing that Hashem 
is with her. This is something we struggle 
with every day in this world. This is what 
Rabbi Yohananan Ben Zakai was getting 
at. Connecting to Hashem can be hard, 
but connecting to people is a lot easier. We 
should merit to recognize that no matter 
where we walk, we are on a mission from 
Hashem and to know that His spotlight 
always shines upon us.

Talia Agatstein
10th Grade, 
Jerusalem
The Greatness of
Yitzchak

In this week's Parsha, the important 
event of Akedat Yitzchak takes place. It 
was such an important event that even 
now, hundreds of generations later, 
we ask Hashem to remember Akedat 
Yitzchak, and give us merit for the devo-
tion Avraham displayed by his willingness 
to sacrifice his son for Hashem. It raises the 
question: Why does the name of the event 
refer to the greatness of Yitzchak? This was 
Avraham’s tenth and final test. Wouldn’t it 
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be more fitting to call this important event 
something more related to Avraham?

Rav Hirsch explains one reason why 
Akedat Yitzchak was called by Yitzchak’s 
name. He writes that Yitzchak did not 
directly hear Hashem’s command to be sac-
rificed. He only knew of it from the  mouth 
of his father. Yitzchak, however, was the first 
Jewish son to accept mesorah/tradition from 
his father without question. Yitzchak’s faith 
in Hashem was unwavering, and he knew 
his father was a tzaddik and would never 
deceive him. Akedat Yitzchak was called 
by this name to stress the greatness of that 
moment of Yitzchak accepting an oral tra-
dition from his father- one which he did not 
hear himself. We learn from here not only 
to listen directly to Hashem’s command-
ments, but also the importance of listening 
to our Rabbis and the Torah Shebaal Peh. 
From this event, the seed was planted for 
the devotion that future generations would 
demonstrate for the tradition they receive 
from their fathers. Important as it is to lis-
ten to a mitzvah commanded directly from 
Hashem, it is also important to observe 
those which have been passed down in our 
mesorah, even if we did not hear the com-
mand ourselves. Shabbat Shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"  
to the Land of Israel by encouraging  
passionate Judaism through Torah and  
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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Celebrate Our Volunteers. Hear Their Stories. 
Support Their Lifesaving Efforts.

www.yearofvolunteer.com
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L i v e  i n  I s r a e l ,  S t u d y  i n  E n g l i s h

INFO SESSION
JOIN US FOR AN ONLINE

Sunday, October 24,
        20:00 Israel time

With
Jonathan Davis, Head of the RRIS

Vice President, Reichman University

UNDERGRADUATE
PROGRAMS
•	Business	Administration
•	Business	&	Economics
	 (double	major)
•	Communications
•	Computer	Science	(BSc)
•	Entrepreneurship	&	Business	(double	major)
•	Entrepreneurship,	BA	&	Computer	Science,
	 BSc	(double	major)
•	Government
•	Sustainability	&	Government	(double	major)
•	Psychology

ONE	SEMESTER	/	ONE	YEAR	/	FULL	DEGREE

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

MSc

MA 

GLOBAL MBA

MBA

•	Behavioral	Economics	
•	Counter-Terrorism		&	Homeland	Security	Studies
•	Diplomacy	&	Conflict	Studies
•	Financial	Economics
•	Human-Computer	Interaction	(HCI)	
•	Organizational	Behavior	&	Development	(OBD)

•	 Innovation	&	Entrepreneurship
•	Strategy	&	Business	Development

•	One-Year	MBA
•	Healthcare	Innovation

•	Machine	Learning	&	Data	Science

www.rris.idc.ac.il

RSVP:    +972 9 9602700    +972 54 5628121     rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

Raphael Recanati 
International School

R A P H A E L  R E C A N A T I
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L  A T

?

REICHMAN  UNIVERSITY


