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Significant 
Signature

The first brachah in Shemoneh 
Esrei is referred to as Avot, the 
brachah of our forefathers.  It is 

therefore curious that although all three of 
the Avot are mentioned at the beginning 
of the brachah, we conclude with “Magen 
Avraham”, only mentioning Avraham 
Avinu. The source for this lies in the bless-
ing Hashem gave Avraham Avinu, “vheye 
brachah”, and you shall become a blessing. 
(Bereisheet 12;2). Rashi comments “becha 
chotmin”, the brachah (referring to the 
brachah of Avot in Shemoneh Esrei) will 
close with Avraham’s name. It is from the 
koach of Avraham Avinu that all others are 
blessed. Why is this so?

Rav Wolbe explains that a Jew’s spiri-
tual DNA is inbred from Avraham Avinu.  
By singling him out at the end of this bra-
chah, we emphasize that our spiritual 
heritage comes from him. Throughout the 
ages, every simple Jew’s belief in Hashem 
is a manifestation of this bequest and has 
facilitated our survival. Hence the brachah 

ends “magen Avraham”, emunah is our pro-
tective shield.  

Emunah, the Netivot Shalom explains, 
is the foundation of Judaism. In a discus-
sion of the essential principles of Torah, 
the Gemara distills it down to the words of 
the prophet Chavakuk, “vetzadik bemunato 
yichye” (Chavakuk 2;4). Saying the words 
magen Avraham allows us to solidify this 
aspect that Avraham Avinu ingrained in us 
and fortify our emunah daily.  In the merit of 
emunah we were redeemed, and in its merit, 
we will be redeemed in the future.  This is 
true on a national level and on an individual 
level as well. To the extent that we acknowl-
edge Hashem as the source of all blessing, 
we can be conduits to bring this blessing into 
our lives and the lives of those around us.  

Rav Belsky in Einei Yisrael understands 
“becha chotmin” in a slightly different way.  
Each of the first three brachot in Shemoneh 
Esrei correspond to each of the three Avot. 
The first associates the middah of chesed 
with Avraham Avinu, the second brachah, 
gevurot, is associated with Yitzchak Avinu, 
and the third brachah, kedushah, with 
Yaakov Avinu. Only the first brachah ends 
with Avraham’s name, while the following 
two brachot don’t mention the Av to which 
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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it corresponds. This, says Rav Belsky, is 
because the middah of chesed is the hall-
mark of every Jew. Avraham Avinu gifted 
us with this shield.  The Shelah Hakadosh 
teaches “chesed kel kol hayom” (Tehillim 
52;3), no day should go by without doing an 
act of chesed. Taking this further, the Saba 
of Slabodka notes that chesed is not just fill-
ing another’s need, rather it is becoming a 
giver. 

This then is the deeper understand-
ing of “becha chotmin”, notes Rav Dessler.  
Hashem is telling Avraham, in the future 
of the Jewish people when there is no lon-
ger a Beit Hamikdash and no Sanhedrin, the 
qualities of Yitzchak Avinu’s avodah, and 
Yaakov Avinu’s Torah will be weakened.  
However, the quality of chesed will always 
remain the strength of the Jew.  Yeshayahu 
Hanavi (1;27) declared, “tzion bemishpat 
tipadeh, veshaveha betzedakah”.  The ulti-
mate redemption will be in the merit of acts 
of charity and kindness.  This is the chatima, 
the final stamp that will bring the geulah.  

Every day we daven and have a constant 
reminder to actualize these two fundamen-
tal aspects that Avraham Avinu invested 
within us, emunah and chesed. In doing so, 
we become the harbingers of the redemp-
tion. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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