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For forty days the waters of the Great 
Flood surged over the earth and 
obliterated every living thing, only 

Noach survived, “vayishaer ach Noach” 
(Bereisheet 7;23). The word ach, only, indi-
cates a limitation. What is the hindrance 
and how can we make it relevant in the 
here and now? 

Rashi notes that Noach survived the flood 
in a diminutive state. Chazal teach that one 
day Noach delayed the lion’s feeding time; 
as Noach approached with the lion’s food, 
the hungry lion struck and injured Noach. 
How are we to understand this? Did Noach 
deserve such an extreme punishment sim-
ply because he was a few minutes late to 
the extent that he became a bal mum and 
could not serve as a Kohen after the flood?

Chazal teach us that all those who are mer-
ciful to others, Hashem has mercy on them; 
to those who are unmerciful, Hashem does 
not show mercy. The dor hamabul was 
involved in stealing and corruption. They 
were thus unworthy of Divine mercy. It 
was therefore critical for Noach to espe-
cially display acts of kindness and mercy to 
allow Hashem’s benevolence and grace to 
save him from the flood.  The Siftei Chayim 

adds that Noach specifically needed to be 
involved in feeding the animals day and 
night so that he was a constant conduit of 
chesed to facilitate his salvation. Noach and 
his family also had to learn the nature of 
each animal and be attuned to their spe-
cific needs. Therefore, notes Lev Eliyahu, 
one lapse in this pivotal chesed, coming late 
to feed the lion, resulted in the intense din 
to affect Noach is this powerful way. The 
channels of chesed had to be continuous 
to protect him from the raging judgement 
found in the world at that time. Rav Lapian 
exhorts all of us to be involved in unceasing 
chesed as a safeguard against the ailments 
of the world around us.  One great act of 
chesed each of us can perform he suggests, 
is to daven for others. Think about those 
who need health, finances, general salva-
tion, and ultimate redemption each time 
we say the Shemone Esrei.

Rav Druck in Aish Tamid explains that 
the lion was intimating to Noach that if 
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he didn’t care for him properly, all future 
lions were in danger. As this was the last 
surviving lion, Noach had a greater respon-
sibility. The Ohel Moshe adds that in times 
of crises, one must push above and beyond; 
the expectations for each of us are higher.  

Ba’al Haturim notes that the double limita-
tion found in our passuk is coming to add 
that indeed one other person survived, the 
giant Og.  Targum Yonatan learns that he 
perched himself on the edge of the Ark and 
Noach made a hole to feed him daily. Rav 
Zaidel Epstein in Sefer He’arot explains that 
Og deserved to be saved for a future kind-
ness -- telling Avraham Avinu that Lot was 
taken captive. Since the middah of chesed 
saved Noach and his family from the flood, 
the middah of chesed saved Og as well.  This 
is alluded to in that his mouth was the only 
part that was connected to the inside of the 
ark (as he received food from Noach), the 
very mouth that would later be a medium 
of kindness. 

“Olam chesed yibaneh”, the world was built 
on kindness and was rebuilt with kindness.  
Let us work on building our individual 
worlds with kindness as well. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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