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Moshe’s  
Last Words

Parshat Ve’zot HaBracha contains a 
unique passage unlike any others 
in the Torah. The Talmud (Bava 

Batra 15a) says that the final eight pesukim 
describe events that took place after the 
lifetime of Moshe.

This being the case, the Talmud asks a 
remarkable question: Did Moshe write 
these pesukim or were they written by his 
student Yehoshua after Moshe’s passing?

Although it is debated by the Sages, we 
generally assume that Moshe did write 
this section. Our tradition maintains that 
Moshe wrote the complete Torah, including 
the passage at the end which describes his 
death and burial.

In this vein the Talmud offers a curious 
description of Moshe’s writing of the final 
eight verses: “Up to this point, Hashem 
would dictate and Moshe would say and 
then write. From this point on, Hashem 
would dictate and Moshe wrote with tears.”

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik explained this 
statement in the following way: Regarding 
the rest of the Torah, Hashem dictated the 
words to Moshe, whereupon Moshe deliv-
ered that nevua, or teaching to the people 

of Israel. After delivering the nevua, Moshe 
recorded that nevua in writing. In other 
words, the final eight verses were not deliv-
ered as a message to the people because the 
events described in those pesukim had not 
yet occurred. The last eight verses skipped 
this step for the first time ever. These eight 
pesukim were never taught by Moshe to the 
people.

The Rav explained the reason why Moshe 
wrote these verses “with tears” was not in 
response to the fact that he would soon 
die; this fate he received with pure faith. 
Rather, Moshe cried because this was the 
first time in his lifetime as teacher, in his 
role of rabbeinu, that he was compelled 
not to teach the Torah to others. He was 
assigned merely to transcribe the words 
onto a scroll. (Rav Shachter on the Parsha, 
p. 292-293)

The Rav suggested that due to the fact that 
he did not orally convey these teachings 
these words lacked the full kedusha at this 
time. This passage did not attain the status 
of davar shebikedushah because they were 
never conveyed as nevuah to the people. 
Moshe cried knowing that these pesukim 
lacked the sanctity compared to the rest of 
the Torah. 

Shabbat afternoon Parsha shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres at 5:00pm in the 
back garden of the OU Israel Center


