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Chazal’s selection of the first chapter 
in Sefer Yehoshua as the haftara for 
Shmini Atzeret/Simchat Torah is 

certainly understandable as it flows quite 
naturally from the final verses of the Torah 
that are read on this chag. Additionally, one 
can sense how the memory of Moshe, who 
had passed on a mere thirty days earlier, 
haunts the nation, as do their doubts about 
their future. For that reason, they turn to 
their new leader with words of encour-
agement and the promise to follow him as 
they had followed Moshe. The choice of the 
very first perek in Sefer Yehoshua might be 
meant to remind us that, just as we began 
the Torah reading cycle immediately after 
completing it, reinforcing the idea that 
one never completes a mastery of the text, 
so too, by starting the Book of Yehoshua, 
and with it the study of Nevi’im, we are 
reminded that there is more to Tanach than 
the Torah alone, and we must study that 
as well.  

Interesting to note as well, is the promise 
made by the 2 ½  tribes that Israel would fol-
low Yehoshua, provided that “Hashem will 
be with you,” and their encouragement: 
“chazak ve’ematz”, to be strong. Certainly 
not something we would imagine them say-
ing to Moshe.  Understandably, the people 
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are somewhat hesitant regarding the suc-
cessor. They rightfully wonder: What kind 
of leader will he be? Will G-d be with him? 
Could he bring miracles as his predecessor 
did? One can argue that they had good rea-
son to doubt Yehoshua. True, he learned 
in Moshe Rabbeinu’s “kollel” and success-
fully led the army to victory, but he was 
one who remained in the background. He 
was an attendant, an assistant.  He “never 
left the tent” (Shmot 33; 11); he waited for 
Moshe on Mt. Sinai while Aharon and Chur 
were given the leadership role.  When the 
people worshipped the golden calf – he 
was not there. When the nation believed 
the report of spies- he remained silent, 
arguing against them only after Calev had 
silenced them and challenged them. He 
speaks twice in the Torah-and both times 
he is corrected by Moshe! The people were 
right to be concerned!.

And yet, Yehoshua proved to be a remark-
able leader, one often underestimated.  
Not only does he lead them throughout his 
life, not only does he successfully defeat 
the powerful alliances in Canaan, not only 
does he keep the people unquestionably 
faithful to G-d, but he does all of this while 
never hearing a complaint against him or 
any doubt about his leadership. The same 
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generation that questioned Moshe and 
complained to him during their final year 
in the desert, is one that remained faithful 
and loyal to Yehoshua throughout.

The Talmud (Bava Batra 75a) tells us that 
the leaders of the generation compared 
Joshua to the light of the moon and Moshe 
to that of the sun. Yehoshua was only the 
reflection of his teacher’s light. But perhaps 
that itself was a secret to his success. One 
cannot look at the sun but can stare at the 
moon. Yehoshua was more of an “every-
man” that the people could relate to. One 
who was “part of them”; one who grew up 
with them and to whom they could relate.  
Moshe was, as our Rabbis say, almost 
angelic. A leader to whom it was difficult 
to get close.  

The Malbim beautifully explains that 
Hashem told Moshe at the burning bush 
to “Shal n’alecha me’al raglecha,” “Remove 
your shoes from your feet,” while, before 
the battle of Jericho, Joshua told “Shal 
na’al’cha,” remove your shoe. Moshe, 
standing on holy ground, removed both 
shoes and immersed himself in the divine 
while Joshua removed but one shoe, keep-
ing one foot in the sacredness of heaven 
and the other upon the solid ground of 
reality. Perhaps that was the secret to his 
success.  

And perhaps a lesson for us as we go from 
the holiness of the holidays to the mundane 
world of real life. 
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and culturally, without prejudice.

Secondly, as we saw in Parshat Va’era, 
each of our Forefathers was able to tolerate 
great frustration without losing their faith 
in the Almighty.

Thirdly, again in Parshat Va’era, each of 
them was grateful to the Almighty for the 
everyday blessings that most of us take for 
granted.

Fourthly, this time in last week’s Parshat 
Bo, they each demonstrated Kreatur-
gefühl, a deep awareness of having been 
created by the Almighty.

In this week’s Torah portion, two early 
twentieth century spiritual guides brought 
two additional characteristics of the 
“redeemed” individual to our attention.

Rabbi Grodzinski taught that the 
“redeemed” individual does not ignore the 
prevalence of evil in the world but disdains 
it and confronts it wisely and successfully.

And Rabbi Ziv, the Alter, gifted us with 
the insight that our relationship with 
the Almighty can be reciprocal. Yes, He 
is our Savior. But we can reciprocate His 
salvation by bringing honor to His name 
by acting ethically and honestly, even in 
the face of temptation.

As we draw ever closer to the Passover 
holiday, Chag HaPesach, we now have 
learned of no less than six paths to 
redemption, six paths to “seeing ourselves 
as if we personally were redeemed from 
Egypt.”

Which of the six will you choose as your 
path? Or will you try your hand at all six? 
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JERUSALEM SALES
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * Shlav A, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view !
* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy, 3 exposures, 

MB en suite, large succah, no steps to the building !
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,

outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
OUT OF JERUSALEM
MODIIN AREA - New ProjectMODIIN AREA - New Project
180 sqm semi detached house, NIS 2,650,000 complete.
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000!

RENTALS
RECHAVIA  RECHAVIA  Renovated 1 bdrm wheelchair accessible
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
BUSTAN BAKABUSTAN BAKA Brand new building, 3 bdrms, 2.5 bthrms, 
ground oor, large garden, parking, immediate!  
HAR NOFHAR NOF  * Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
* Shlav A, 3 bdrms, renovated, garden, view, machsan!
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