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Unity 
Unveiled

The mood and themes of the chagim in 
the month of Tishrei run the gamut 
from the solemnity and introspec-

tion of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur to 
the joy and festivities of Sukkot. Neverthe-
less, there are certain threads that weave 
throughout the entire month, constructing 
a beautiful tapestry. One such theme, notes 
Rav Reiss in Pa’ame Moed, is achdut, unity 
among Klal Yisrael.

In the malchiyot section of the Musaf prayer 
we describe the king’s coronation in the 
presence of his assembled people. (Devarim 
33;5). The midrash illustrates the power of 

collectiveness with a parable. Two ships 
are tied together and a palace is built upon 
them. If the ships stay connected, the pal-
ace is stable and secure. So too Hashem’s 
Kingship is predicated on unity among His 
people. In her conversation with Elisha 
the prophet, the woman from Shunam 
responds, “I sit among my people.” (Mela-
chim II 4;13). The commentators explain 
that she was highlighting the strength of 
tfilah betzibur. One should do what he can 
to avoid being singled out since when one is 
part of a larger collective whole, he merits 
having his judgement mitigated.

A significant feature of the Kohen Gadol’s 
Yom Kippur service was the incense 
offering in the Holy of Holies. The keto-
ret was a combination of eleven different 
spices, including the foul smelling levo-
nah. Chazal teach that this symbolizes 
the ideal way to approach Hashem -- with 
unity, even with those that sin. The keto-
ret was pulverized to a very fine powder 
so that none of its elements could be iden-
tified; we are one harmonious whole.   
Yom Kippur is also the time Am Yisrael 
received the second set of luchot. We are 
told that just as the first tablets were given 
after we achieved a level of complete broth-
erhood and unity, the same is true for the 
second set of luchot. The Shulchan Aruch 
mandates each of us to ask forgiveness 
from one another before beginning the 
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holiest of days. As such, when saying tefilla 
zaka before Kol Nidrei, one declares that 
he forgives anyone who has caused him 
harm. This too contributes to our feelings 
of kinship and unity which Hashem so des-
perately desires.

The four species -- lulav, etrog, hadassim, 
and aravot – allude to different types of Jews, 
each with different strengths and limita-
tions, yet all come together in the service of 
Hashem. If any of these species are lacking 
in any way, the mitzvah would be invalid. 
On Sukkot all Jews, those with Torah, those 
with good deeds, those with some or none, 
come together in one bundle, singing praises 
and accolades to honor Hashem.  

Rav Schorr in Halekach Vehalebuv explains 
that a compelling outgrowth of teshuvah 
is that one becomes humble and contrite. 
Such humility allows all Jews to feel con-
nected to each other, to metaphorically sit 
together in one sukkah, thus achieving the 
goal of this chag. Rav Pam explains that 
leaving one’s dirat keva, his permanent 
dwelling, refers to leaving the mindset of 
thinking only about himself. When one can 
go into the dirat arai, the temporary dwell-
ing, and see the needs of others, we not only 
achieve the goal of unity, but we also create 
tremendous joy accessing true vesamachta 
bechagecha. 
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