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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

remind us of the value of unity and sanctity 
of each and every Jew.

Reb Yisrael Friedman, the Rizhiner Rebbe 
zy’a, points to a well known Maamar 
Chazal to explain this yom tov of Shemini 
Atzeret and Simchat Torah. The gemara in 
Masechet Shabbat 31a records the familiar 
story of the prospective convert who comes 
before the Sage Hillel and asks him to teach 
him the entire Torah, al regel achat-while 
standing on one foot.

Hillel of course famously replied “that 
which is hateful to you, do not do unto 
others...” 

The Rebbe explained that what the pro-
spective convert was really asking was- tell 
me all the Torah there is to know about the 
yom tov of Shemini Atzeret- al regel ach-
at-about the yom tov which is one day 
long-the holiday that seemingly has no 
particular mitzvah associated with it. The 
Rebbe explained that we therefore sing and 

Upon the conclusion of the festival 
of Sukkot, we celebrate the yom 
tov of Shemini Atzeret. The yom 

tov of Shemini Atzeret is of course known 
by another familiar name-Simchat Torah. 
On Shemini Atzeret we move from the sim-
cha of sitting in the Sukka and rejoicing 
with the arba minim to the joy of dancing 
together with the Sifrei Torah. The Chasidic 
Masters suggest numerous messages which 
are represented by the hakafot and dancing 
of Simchat Torah. 

The Baal HaTanya zy’a, noted that a sefer 
Torah contains 600,000 letters represent-
ing the 600,000 souls who stood together to 
receive the Torah at Sinai. The Sefer Torah 
represents the unity of Klal Yisrael, and the 
value and importance of every single mem-
ber of the Jewish People- if one letter in a 
Sefer Torah becomes erased or damaged, 
then the entire Sefer Torah is considered  
pasul. On Simchat Torah, we all come 
together to dance with the Sifrei Torah to 
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CASPI St. – Garden apartment 
in a boutique building, 4 rooms 
(115m) private entrance, bright, 
parking

3300000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) +  
2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view,  2 car 
parks,  private entrance - rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN 
PROJECT - Spacious 
3 room apartment, 
renovated, high floor, 
Shabbat elevator, Succah 
balcony with paoramic view, storeroom, parking 

2220000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, quiet, 
close to City Center 

3300000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111

dance and celebrate together, to remind us 
on this yom tov of Simchat Torah-this regel 
achat- of Hillel’s eternal message of unity 
and mutual respect.

Rabbi Kalonymus Kalmish Shapira h’yd, 
the Rebbe of Piascezna zy’a, offers another 
beautiful explanation as to why we call this 
yom tov of Shemini Atzeret by the additional 
name of Simchat Torah.

In Derech HaMelech, the collection of the 
Rebbe’s pre-war sermons and teachings, the 
Rebbe writes:

“After the entire period of the yomim nor-
aim and Sukkot, when the Jewish People has 
expressed both renewed commitment and 
unity to one another, as well as displayed an 
invigorated sense of commitment to Hashem 
and his Torah, we come together and dance 
with the Sefer Torah, not solely are we b’sim-
cha and rejoicing, but the Torah itself is so to 
speak b’simcha, the Torah is the proverbial 
baal simcha that is rejoicing with the Jewish 
People, and we are basking in the Torah’s 
joy....”

May each of us merit to experience and 
recognize the unity, the sacred value of one 
another, and to bask in the Torah’s joy as 
we come together on the regel achat, the 
yom tov of Simchat Torah. 

Unique and exciting Sukkot tour
Thursday, Sept 23, Tour of Zippori and a 

special  meeting with the “new shomrim”
shalompollack613@gmail.com 

Mazal Tov to
Shmuel & Rhonda Sackett and family

on the birth of a grandson


