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Sukkot-  

The Perfect Pick Me Up

The three pilgrimage festivals, Pesach, 
Shavuot, and Sukkot, all have a second 
name which corresponds to their agricul-
tural significance. Additionally, in Divrei 
Hayamim, Sukkot is simply referred to 
as “Hachag” (The Holiday). The reason 
it is referred to in such a simple term is 
because of how joyous the time is; Suk-
kot is the epitome of  joyous celebration! 
During the time when the Beit Hamikdash 
stood, Sukkot had more Korbanot offered 
than any other holiday. In the gemara, the 
fourth perek of Sukka tells us about the 
festivities associated with the simchat beit 
hashoeva, celebrations which commenced 
during special ceremonies where water 
was brought to the mizbeach. Today we 
commemorate the ceremonies by having 
parties with food and songs in our sukkot. 

We really get an appreciation for how joy 
is infused into the essence of the holiday as 
we refer to Sukkot as “Zman Simchatenu” 
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(The Time of our Happiness) in our tefillot. 
All holidays are a time when we can take 
a break from work and be together with 
family, but Sukkot is meant to be joyous for 
more than just that. The happiness is inher-
ent over the week-long festival.

Every year has its challenges which hang 
on us like weights. Whether it is a personal 
struggle, or something external which 
affects you, these hardships can wash us 
down into a sad current. That is why a time 
like Sukkot is important. Coming off the 
emotional and spiritual highs of the Yomim 
Noraim, we can take our arba minim, go 
into our sukkot, and use everything we 
have, even the most mundane things to 
praise Hashem and to rejoice in the won-
drous religious experience all week long!

Moshe Domnitch
12th Grade, Efrat

While Yom Kippur is the 
apex of the teshuva process 

it is not the end.

זה  “ומיום הכיפורים עד החג כל ישראל עוסקין במצות 

עוסק בסוכתו וזה בלולבו וביום טוב הראשון של חג כל 
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ישראל עומדין לפני הקדוש ברוך הוא ולולביהן ואתרוגיהן 

לשמו של הקדוש ברוך הוא ואומר להם דזאל אזל מן הבא 

)Midrash Raba Vayikra נחיל חושבנא” (לז

According to the Midrash Raba in Vayikra it 
is not until Sukkot that we fully achieve for-
giveness. This is because teshuva requires 
action as a proof of sincerity. Sukkot is a 
time to prove our sincerity by preforming 
many Mitzvot. Doing Mitzvot and taking 
action is a fundamental part of the teshuva 
process.

A crucial part of teshuva is to change your 
ways. Doing Mitzvot shows we are willing 
to take the appropriate steps in order to 
improve ourselves. Sukkot could have been 
any time of the year since it commemorates 
our 40 years in the midbar. It is specifically 
five days after Yom Kippur to give us the 
opportunity to show the sincerity of our 
teshuva by being involved in Mitzvot. The 
first thing we do after Yom Kippur is build 
a Sukkah.

Teshuva is about becoming close to Hashem 
again. We are not just confessing the mis-
takes we made, rather we are returning 
to the state we were in before those mis-
takes were made. Teshuva is not a one-time 
event, it’s a process that carries into the 
year. By immediately pursuing all the Mitz-
vot of Sukkot we are bringing the teshuva 
process into the year.  May we all continue 
to learn and grow from our teshuva. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"  
to the Land of Israel by encouraging  
passionate Judaism through Torah and  
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

For Sale Old Katamon- Negba Street-  
1st floor, Arab house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), 
high standard of renovation, Sukkah porch, 
2 full bathrooms + guest bathroom, central 
a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, asking 
2,550,000 dollars
For Sale: German Colony: Great location,  
4 rooms, 100m, 2nd floor, Sukkah balcony, parking, 
elevator, storage room, asking 4.6 million nis
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