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Etrogim 
During 
Shemitah

During the shemitah year, numer-
ous halachot apply to an etrog 
which is being used for arbat 

haminim (four species) on Sukkot.

What is a shemitah etrog?

The various types of produce acquire 
kedushat shevi’it (special holiness of the 
shemitah year) at different stages. Veg-
etables are considered holy if they are 
picked during the shemitah year, even if 
they have completely grown and ripened 
before shemitah has begun (Rambam 
Shemitah Veyovel 4:12-13). However, fruits 
do not have the same rule. According to 
many opinions, if actual fruit started to 
form (the shape began to sprout) during 
the sixth year, even if it grew during the 
shemitah year (seventh year) it does not 
have kedushat shevi’it (see Mishpitei Eretz 
15:4). Such fruit would be classified as 
from the sixth year, and the halachot of 
shemitah would not apply. 

In early sources, there are contradictory 
rulings regarding the shemitah status of 
etrogim. The Tosefta (shevi’it 4:21) rules 
that an etrog is considered holy the 
moment that it is picked just like a vegeta-
ble. As etrogim require constant watering, 
our sages regard them as vegetables for 
shemitah, unlike other fruits. However, 
other sources rule that an etrog is no 
different than any other fruit tree, and 
only if it started to form during the shem-
itah year does it have kedushat shevi’it 
(see Mishna Bikurim 2:6). The Rambam 
is stringent and rules that if the etrog is 
picked during shemitah it has kedushat 
shevi’it (Maaser Sheni 1:5). Later authori-
ties also rule that an etrog picked during 
shemitah, even if it mostly grew during 
the sixth year, has kedushat shevi’it (Cha-
zon Ish 7:10, Chut Shani p.201-203). 

Kedushat Shevi’it

Kedushat shevi’it is an inherent holiness 
in the produce of the seventh year. Hala-
cha requires that produce with kedushat 
shevi’it must be treated with unique 
respect. For example, the fruit may not 
be treated in an inappropriate fashion 
(such as used as decoration). Authorities 
discuss the proper manner to use etrogim 
from shemitah for the mitzvah of the four 
species. 

Even though the etrog could be damaged 
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while being shaken during the sukkot 
holiday, there is no doubt that it may be 
used for the mitzvah of arbat haminim 
(Beit Ridbaz 5:1). 

Purchasing a shemitah etrog for use on 
sukkot has certain halachic complexities. 
One of the halachot regarding kedushat 
shevi’it is the prohibition of selling and 
buying. One may not profit from shemita 
produce or do business with it (Rambam 
Shemitah Veyovel 6:1). Thus, purchasing 
a shemitah etrog is likely to be a viola-
tion of halachah. (There are conditions 
under which one may acquire shemitah 
produce without violating the prohibition 
of doing business. This will be discussed 
in future articles regarding otzar beit 
din.) In preparation for sukkot this year, 
one should confirm that he is purchas-
ing only etrogim that were picked before 
Rosh Hashanah in order to avoid poten-
tial transgression of purchasing the etrog 
improperly (Kedushat Ha’aretz 21:23).

Regarding a privately owned etrog tree, 
there is no halachic concern if one wishes 
to use the etrogim for sukkot. However, it 
should be noted that shemitah fruit does 
not belong to the owner of the tree and 
ownership of the fruit must be formally 
relinquished. If one owns an etrog tree 
and has not picked the etrogim prior to 
Rosh Hashanah, he must formally relin-
quish ownership of the fruit prior to 

harvesting. In addition, etrogim picked 
either before or after Rosh Hashanah 
require the taking of terumot and ma’as-
rot; the proper tithes must be separated 
before using the etrog for the mitzvah of 
arbat haminim.

In summary:

• The kedushat shevi’it status of fruits 
is determined by the growth stage at 
which they enter the shemitah year.

• Etrogim have a unique status-- like 
vegetables, they have kedushat she-
vi’it if they are picked at any time 
during the shemitah year.

• When purchasing an etrog this year, 
one should confirm that it was picked 
prior to Rosh Hashanah, due to the 
prohibition of doing business with 
shemitah produce.

• If one has an etrog tree, he may 
pick the etrog after Rosh Hashanah 
and use it for the mitzvah of arbat 
haminim. However, he must relin-
quish ownership of the fruits prior 
to harvesting. Terumot and ma’asrot 
must be taken from the etrogim prior 
to use. 
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