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Last week I wrote about 
picking grapes from my 
backyard with my family 
and making grape juice. 
This past Shabbat we tasted 

the first batch, and we appreciated the 
tremendous zechut of drinking fresh juice 
made from the fruits of Eretz Yisrael. What 
a Bracha!

Shabbat was also special because we had 
a group of seminary students. In the 24 
years since my wife and I have been mar-
ried I can probably count on two hands 
the number of times (pre-Covid) we didn’t 
have guests over for Shabbat. Even during 
Covid, when permitted we tried to have 
guests over and eat outside. From the time 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

we were newly married and living in Shilo 
we’d host people, just as we did while on 
shlichut in Vancouver, and continued over 
the years here in Israel. We love having 
guests, and our children B”H love it too - to 
the extent that they express disappoint-
ment on the rare occasions that we don’t. 

Having company - from around Israel and 
around the world - provides many opportu-
nities to learn about new people, places and 
ideas. The 5 wonderful seminary girls we 
had this Shabbat, from two different sem-
inaries, made me realize how things have 
changed this past year. Some of these girls 
were here Shana Bet, and for most of Shana 
Alef they were required to stay in their sem-
inaries for Shabbtot and only went away 
together as a capsule. Only towards the end 
of the year were they permitted to go and 
visit families on their own and be exposed 
to new communities. They shared that they 
are looking forward to being able to experi-
ence seeing more of Israel this year, but it is 
challenging for them and their seminaries 
to find families willing to open their homes 
as they did prior to the pandemic. 

Families opening their homes to gap year 
yeshiva and seminary students is a won-
derful way for them to fall in love with 
Israel and find a community(ies) where 
they can picture themselves living one day. 
The start of the new year is a great time 
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them. This year, I found myself wishing 
I was a fly on the wall in the six different 
places my sons were davening to see their 
tefilot, and I was constantly closing my 
eyes during Rosh Hashana davening and 
picturing my kids next to me to help me 
focus on getting to the mindset that I had 
when my boys were sitting next to me all 
davening. We can also think of the other 
children in our minyanim and aim to set 
a positive example for them. Reflecting on 
this experience, I think that there are other 
areas in our lives where even though we 
always strive to act properly and do the 
right thing, we act differently around our 
children knowing that their Chinuch is of 
paramount importance to us. 

B’ezrat Hashem, Hashem should answer 
all of our tefilot and bless all of Klal Yisrael 
with a year full of health, happiness, Kedu-
sha, connection to our Father in Heaven, 
and the Geulah Sheleima. 

Wishing each and every one of you a Gmar 
Chatima Tova.

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

to reach out to yeshivot and seminaries to 
let them know you would be happy to host 
their students for Shabbatot during the 
year or to contact friends whose children 
are here and invite them.

In contrast to enjoying a house full of guests 
on Shabbat, this past Rosh HaShana I expe-
rienced a new phenomenon with our six 
oldest sons in their respective Yeshivot and 
IDF posts over the Chag. This was the first 
year in many years that I didn’t have at 
least a few of my sons davening with me. 
While my 9 year old son joined me for some 
of the davening and Shofar and my two 
daughters joined my wife in Shul, I realized 
that davening with my children next to me 
increased my kavanah. 

Wanting to set a positive example of dav-
ening with kavanah and without talking or 
having my mind wander, I was cognizant 
of the fact that the way I daven will impact 
how my children view davening. The way I 
stand and focus during Shofar blowing will 
impact them. Reading along during Torah 
reading and the Haftorah will impact them. 

Knowing my children were sitting next to 
me demanded me to up my game in order 
to set the positive example I wanted for 
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