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conquer Eretz Yisrael. Towards the latter 
goal, Bnei Yisrael had to constitute a united 
collective where status was of no conse-
quence: Standing before God, the people 
‘are as one.’

In this month of Elul, it is worth con-
sidering that we are of equal standing 
in Hashem’s eyes. Who knows? Perhaps 
Hakadosh Baruch bestows greater value 
to the spiritual strivings of the Pintele 
Yid than to the elevated actions of the 
leadership? 

But more so, adds the Shem Mishmuel, 
to conquer Eretz Yisrael, the individual’s 
role is superseded by the Kelal – the collec-
tive entity that is the Jewish people. In the 
spirit of the sainted Rav Kook, the vibrant, 
living soul of Eretz Yisrael combines with 
and galvanizes the collective merits of the 
individuals within its borders.

Indeed, our rabbis teach that the 
notion of collective responsibility enjoined 
the people only after they crossed the 
Yarden River.  So, while “each one of us” 
must strive to reach our highest spiritual 
level, if we wish to conquer ‘the Land” and 
Hashem’s heart, as we enter the Yamim 
Nora’im, we need to break down the barri-
ers between us.  Yes, in Gestalt fashion, we 
let our collective merit be more than the 
sum of our personal virtues – וכן יהי רצון.   

Shabbat Shalom!

When the Total is 
More than the Sum 
of the Parts

Our Parsha opens with the Pas-
suk: “You are standing today, 
each of you, before Hashem, 

your God – the heads of your tribes, your 
elders, and your officers – all men of Israel.” 

We look at this verse with awe! Every-
one is on parade, erect, alert, and attentive 
to what Moshe has to say. But if the verse 
tells us “each of you is standing,” why does 
it spell out the types of leaders present? 
And why repeat at the verse’s end, “all men 
of Israel”? 

And why does the narrative then 
spell out the others present: the children, 
women, and proselytes in the camp, and 
the hewers of wood and drawers of water?

On the surface, we see a hierarchy of 
participants at this gathering, stretching 
from the aristocracy to the lowest echelons 
of society. The Alshich, however, indicates 
that on this occasion, rather than first 
approaching the elders (who would then 
communicate Moshe’s message to the peo-
ple), Moshe now addressed the people as a 
whole entity. 

Yes – the situation called for unity. The 
beloved leader Moshe was about to leave 
this world, and the people were about to 
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