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Where Have  
I Been? 

Rav Shlomo Heiman, zt’l, Rosh 
Mesivta of Torah Vodaath, was 
renowned as a clear and deep 

thinker, and a dedicated master teacher. 
Each shiur he gave was an event filled with 
drama, suspense, passion and emotion. Rav 
Shlomo used every ounce of strength when 
teaching, and by the end would often pass 
out, completely exhausted.  

One winter morning, Rav Shlomo arrived 
at the yeshivah amid a blizzard and found 
just four talmidim at shiur. Instead of can-
celling, postponing or giving a scaled down 
version of what he had prepared, Rav 
Shlomo was all-in. He delivered a full shiur 
with all the dramatic flair and excitement 
as if he were addressing a full beis medrash. 
Concerned for the Rav’s health and energy, 
one of the talmidim motioned to the room 
and whispered, “Rebbe, there’s only four of 
us here...”

Rav Shlomo glanced around the near 
empty Beis Medrash and thundered, “Four 
talmidim? You only see four talmidim?! I’m 
speaking to you, your descendants, your 
future generations and students… there are 
hundreds and hundreds of Yidden learning 
Torah here today!”

Our sedra this week is a continuation of 
Moshe Rabbeinu’s parting address, his 
‘final shiur’ to Klal Yisrael:

ֶכם ִלְפֵני ה׳ ֱאלֹקיֶכם… ִבים ַהּיוֹם כֻּלְּ ם ִנצָּ ַאתֶּ

“You are all standing this day before 
Hashem…

י ֶאת־ ִרית ַהּזֹאת… כִּ ֶכם ָאנִֹכי ּכֵֹרת ֶאת־ַהבְּ ֶכם ְלַבדְּ ְולֹא ִאתְּ

ר  נּו עֵֹמד ַהּיוֹם ִלְפֵני ה׳ ֱאלֹקינּו ְוֵאת ֲאשֶׁ ּפֹה ִעמָּ נוֹ  ר ֶישְׁ ֲאשֶׁ

נּו ַהּיוֹם׃  ֵאיֶנּנּו ּפֹה ִעמָּ

“I make this covenant… not with you alone, 
but both with those who are standing here 
with us this day before Hashem and with 
those who are not with us here this day.” 
(Devarim, 29:9, 13-14).

Rashi quotes Midrash Tanchuma (Nitzavim, 
3), saying that all who were physically pres-
ent at Mount Sinai — more than two million 
women, children and men, embodying 
the souls of all future Jews — experienced 
the Revelation of Matan Torah. Remem-
bering this powerful fact brings us back 
to our national and personal mission and 
baseline. All of us were standing there, 
completely present before the Infinite One. 

The Baal Shem Tov taught that “Ha-yom, 
this day” is a reference to Rosh Hashanah, 
the day on which we all stand in judgment 
before Hashem. Therefore, on each year, 
Parshas Nitzavim precedes Rosh Hashanah, 
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State of the Art Boutique Residence on Dubnov – 
Talbieh Variety of luxurious apartments from 160 sqm 
to 220 sqm on one level, each one with large Sukkah 
terrace or private garden, beautiful views to the forest.  

Delivery in Mid-2023. DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Authentic magnificent private mansion – on the edge 
of Old Katamon and German Colony- Plot of 1,300 sqm, 
Authentic House of 500 sqm on 2 levels + large basement of 
200 sqm, private swimming pool. Total Potential of 820 sqm 
above ground + basement. Can be sold as 3 luxurious flats or a 

magnificent private house. DEBORAH – 054-4804767

Luxurious garden apartment – Old Katamon  
Small quiet lane, next to San Simon Park, newly built 
garden apartment of 318 sqm, 2 private entrances, 100 
sqm private landscaped garden, 2 parking, storage room.  

DEBORAH – 054-4804767

Stunning penthouse with breathtaking Old City 
views – Talbieh Prime location, next to hotels, offers 
spectacular Old City panoramic views, newly built 275 sqm 
on one level with 130 sqm terrace, possibility of private pool.  

DEBORAH – 054-4804767

Amazing new penthouse, with Old City and Golden 
Dom views! – Caspi St. close to Baka Model apartment 
fully furnished, all new, 191 sqm on one level, 5 bedrooms, 
4 ensuite, 30 sqm Sukkah balcony, 12 sqm storage room. 

Parking and Shabbat elevator. MAYA – 054-6650184

New big apartment in Rechavia with garden in use. 
on a very quiet lane, close to Ben Maimon St. 137 sqm under 
construction, divided as 5 rooms, beautiful balcony, with  
150 sqm garden in use. Will be ready in 2.5 years. 

 MAYA – 054-6650184

Designed Model apartment in a luxurious residence 
in Talbieh with doorman 24/7, 150 sqm penthouse, 
furnished, architectural design with 15 sqm Sukkah balcony.  

Ready to move in. MAYA – 054-6650184
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and at this critical moment it transmits to 
us words of reproach, encouragement and 
mussar, urging us to remember that no 
matter the deficiencies in our service of 
God, we are to believe in our connection 
with Hashem and to know that we can 
always repair what we have damaged:

ִהוא  ִנְפֵלאת  לֹא  ַהּיוֹם  ָך  ְמַצוְּ ָאנִֹכי  ר  ֲאשֶׁ ַהּזֹאת  ְצָוה  ַהמִּ י  כִּ

ַליָּם  ְולֹא-ֵמֵעֶבר  ִהוא...  ַמִים  ַבשָּׁ לֹא  ִהוא.  ְרחָֹקה  ְולֹא  ָך  ִממְּ

ִפיָך ּוִבְלָבְבָך ַלֲעׂשתוֹ. ָבר ְמאֹד, בְּ י ָקרוֹב ֵאֶליָך ַהדָּ ִהוא... כִּ

“For this commandment (teshuvah)… is not 
concealed from you, nor is it far away. It is 
not in Heaven… Nor is it beyond the sea… 
Rather, it is very close to you; it is in your 
mouth and in your heart, so you can fulfill 
it!” (30:11-14) 

“If I am the king, why haven’t you 
come to greet me until now?”

Rebbe Aharon haGadol of Karlin strode 
toward the amud to begin Shacharis of 
Rosh Hashanah, with the customary nig-
gun. As the Rebbe reached the end of that 
dramatic melody leading to the procla-
mation of “HaMelech,” he fainted and 
collapsed in awe. The chasidim rushed to 
revive the Rebbe, who soon stood up on 
trembling legs, steadied himself, and con-
tinued to lead the relieved congregation in 

In honor of  
the dedicated staff

who compile and distribute  
Torah Tidbits

from Estelle Harris



32     TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

prayer. After the davening, the chassidim 
gathered around him to understand what 
had occurred. 

The holy Karliner explained, “During 
the Roman siege of Yerushalayim, Rebbi 
Yochanan ben Zakkai went to plead with 
Vespasian to spare the lives of the Jews of 
the Holy City. When he  encountered Vespa-
sian, Rebbi Yochanan ben Zakkai said, שלמא 
 Peace upon you, O“ ,עלך מלכא שלמא עלך מלכא
king, peace upon you.” Vespasian’s anger 
flared and retorted, מחייבת תרי קטלא, “You are 
liable for two death penalties: first of all, 
you addressed me as the king, which I am 
not. Furthermore, אי מלכא אנא עד האידנא אמאי 
 If I am the king, why haven’t“ ,לא אתית לגבאי
you come to greet me until now?” (Gittin, 
56a) 

The Karliner explained: “When I was about 
to declare “HaMelech”, I suddenly remem-
bered Vespasian’s rebuke, and my heart 
grew faint. Standing before Hashem, coro-
nating Him as the King of Kings, all I could 
think was the question, “If I am the King, 
why haven’t you come to greet Me until 
now?” 

Somehow, despite the clear message in our 

sedra, as well as the month-long Elul sho-
far blowing, extra davening, and emphasis 
on preparation for the new year, it seems 
that every year we ask ourselves: ‘How is 
it already Rosh Hashanah — where have I 
been? I am not ready to approach Hashem 
this Yamim Nora’im!’

This Shabbos, as we prepare to ‘stand’ 
before Hashem and declare His Malchus 
on Rosh Hashanah, let us remember, י ָקרוֹב  כִּ
 we are “very close”; there is no such :ֵאֶליך
thing as a space devoid of Godliness. We 
all stood at Sinai; ‘Far away’ from Hashem 
is simply a construct. The right time and 
place for teshuvah is exactly wherever we 
are, “in our mouths and in our hearts”. 
Hashem is waiting for us. The opportunity 
is right here, right now, and it all depends 
on us. 

The question is not how many chevreh 
have shown up to the shiur. I need to ask 
myself, have I arrived? How much of me 
is ‘here’? If we haven’t been fully present 
in moments of holiness, tefillah or mitzvah 
observance, Rosh Hashanah is an oppor-
tunity for us to stand before the King and 
re-establish direction and intention — to let 
the Ribbono Shel Olam that we are ‘all in’, 
now and forever. 
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