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What Is Preferable:  
Produce From The Otzar 
Beit Din Or Heter Mechirah?
This article is the view of Torah VeHa’aretz 
Institute, and not necessarily the OU’s view. 

Rav Avraham Shapira ztz”l favored 
the otzar beit din system, in which the 
farmers continue to work the land but 
only engage in the activities permitted 
by halachah during the shemitah year. 
Consumers then buy their produce, the 
farmers are paid for serving as agents of the 
rabbinical court (beit din), and the consum-
ers assist farmers who observe shemitah.

Both Rav Kook in his generation, and Rav 
Shapira in his, also supported heter mechi-
rah so that it could be employed by those 
who needed it. On the other hand, they 
continued to strongly encourage as many 
farmers as possible to observe shemi-
tah properly, without using leniencies 
meant for extenuating circumstances. 
They did not view this as a contradiction, 
but instead, they had different halachic 
positions with the same goal: strengthen-
ing Jewish agriculture in Eretz Yisrael and 
helping Jewish farmers avoid violating 
shemitah.

The advantage of otzar beit din

Today, when the agricultural burden falls 
on the shoulders of a very small percent-
age of the population, it seems that the only 
way to restore the mitzvah of shemitah is 
through otzar beit din. This means that 
since a small group of farmers must provide 
produce for everyone in the State of Israel, 
we must employ lenient halachic opinions 
regarding the sale of shemitah produce. For 
example, this shemitah produce is more 
expensive than other types of produce, even 
though the otzar beit din permits prices that 
only cover the actual costs. (The high prices 
are the result of the much higher expenses 
involved in growing this produce.) 
Nevertheless, this system is halachically 
preferable to heter mechirah and certainly 
to yevul nochri. The halachic leniencies 
employed for heter mechirah serve to 
uproot the mitzvah itself – letting the land 
rest. Instead, the leniencies employed 
by otzar beit din are connected only to a 
secondary prohibition (namely, selling the 
produce), which is a minor issue. 


