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REMINDERS
•
•

The custom is not to recite Mevarchim Hachodesh the Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah.
Reminder to light a 48 hour candle before Rosh Hashanah to provide a flame for
second night lighting. On the second night we light from a pre-existing flame only and
the match or helper candle should be put down (in a safe place) to go out on its own.

KIDDUSH LEVANA
•

2

3 days after the Molad is Motzei Shabbat (September 11). The opinion of the Rema is to
recite Kiddush Levana on Motzei Yom Kippur.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

Z'M A N I M

A N D H AV DA L A T I M ES

JERUSALEM
NITZAVIM
CANDLES EARLIEST
6:25 5:41 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim

6:42
6:43
6:40
6:42
6:41
6:42
6:41
6:42
6:25
6:41
6:32
6:40
6:42
6:40
6:40
6:43
6:42
6:35
6:39

5:43 Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)
5:42
5:41
5:42
5:42
5:43
5:42
5:42
5:42
5:41
5:42
5:41
5:43
5:41
5:41
5:43
5:42
5:40
5:40

Beit Shemesh / RBS
Gush Etzion
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba

Modi’in / Chashmona’im
Netanya
Be’er Sheva
Rehovot
Petach Tikva
Ginot Shomron
Haifa / Zichron
Gush Shiloh
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel
Giv’at Ze’ev
Chevron / Kiryat Arba
Ashkelon
Yad Binyamin
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden
Golan

HAVDALA
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VAYEILECH

Candles
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6:34
6:31
6:33
6:32
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6:32
6:32
6:22
6:31
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6:25
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Havdala
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7:28
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7:29
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Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:16PM • next week - 8:07pm

TImes According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)

*See page 89 for Rosh Hashana Candle lighting Times
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

In an effort to create a safe
environment for OU Israel
employees, we implemented
an extra level of caution that
if someone in one’s home is
in Bidud, the employee should work from
home until their family member/s are out
of Bidud. As such, I had five days last week
when I was out of Bidud from Covid, but
my wife was still in Bidud. Like with so
many areas in life this was bittersweet. It
was obviously hard for my kids and I to
have my wife in Bidud and we would not
have chosen it, but it also provided us with
special bonding opportunities. I had more
time to be with my children over their summer vacation, and we worked together on
Kibud Em while preparing and bringing
meals to my wife.
These five days also provided me with a
beautiful opportunity to see my children
and parents bask in each other’s company
and be reminded of an important lesson.
The most vivid example was one afternoon
when my children were playing in our
backyard intex pool. For safety reasons,
we have it in a locked area of the yard, and
I was outside with them when my mother
came to visit them. Instinctively, she picked
up a beach ball and threw it in, and then
she and my children continued to throw
the ball back and forth for about 20 minutes having a great time together. Later
that evening, I asked my children how
4

they enjoyed the pool, and without missing
a beat they responded “especially playing
with Savta.”
So often, as a parent and educator I focus
on making sure my children and the youth
in our OU Israel youth programs have other
children their age to socialize with, and
socializing with peers is indeed important.
Yet, this afternoon by the pool reminded
me how much children thrive when they
are given love and attention from adults –
parents, grandparents, neighbors, youth
counselors, aunts and uncles. As we embark
on a new school year and a Chagim season
full of Corona related uncertainties, let’s
take a moment to think about our friends,
relatives, and neighbors who could benefit
from a visit, meal invitation, or opportunity to bond. While we must be sensitive to
everyone’s health and comfort levels, there
are children in and out of Bidud and adults
who have been alone for extended periods
of time that would mutually benefit from
the opportunity to connect.
This past Motzei Shabbat my family and
I had another beautiful intergenerational
activity. Every year for many years, we
have a Berman family grape picking Motzei Shabbat. Having a backyard in Israel is
a tremendous zechut, and we are blessed
with three grape vines in ours. The grapes
are ready at the end of the summer, and
our grape picking often falls out on Motzei
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Shabbat of Parshat Ki Tavo in which we
read the Torah portion about Bikkurim,
Terumot and Maasrot. Looking at the
grapes from our own yard provides us with
a special connection to this Parsha and feelings of Hakarat Hatov to Hashem for the
incredible mitzvah of Yishuv Eretz Yisrael
and the Mitzvot Hatluyot BaAretz.
This year, we were zoche to experience
another promise from the Torah come
to fruition. Hashem promises Bnei Yisrael that the Land will give forth double
the amount of produce the year before
Shemita, and indeed we picked more than
double the amount of grapes that we had
last year. This was a great example to show
my children that when Hashem promises
something, in this case extra produce, we
can always count on Him to fulfil those
promises.
Since my family and I are not big wine
drinkers, we make grape juice out of the
grapes that we pick. We measure the juice
into 1 liter quantities, freeze in ziploc bags,
and take out a liter each week for Shabbat
as well as for the Chagim. This grape juice
is absolutely delicious and natural (no preservatives). In making our own grape juice,
we learned an interesting Halacha. When
you make wine, grape juice, or olive oil,
you don’t take Terumot and Maasrot when
you pick the fruit. Rather, because of its elevated status, you fulfil those mitzvot when
the liquid (wine, grape juice, or olive oil) is
ready. This is in contrast to other fruits you
make juice out of, such as oranges, lemons,
grapefruits, etc., where you take Terumot
and Maasrot from the fruits prior to making the juice.

We also know the Halacha that turning
grapes into wine/grape juice elevates the
Bracha from Borei Pri Haetz to Borei Pri
Hagafen. In the hierarchy of blessings,
Hagefen is considered a more important
Bracha than Haetz. This is the reason that
we make Kiddush on a cup of wine/grape
juice. The goal of Kiddush is to elevate the
day of Shabbat or Yom Tov, just as we elevated the grapes to a higher spiritual status.
I want to take this Rosh HaShana edition to
wish each and every one of you an uplifting
and inspiring year. May all of us merit to
have a year full of health, happiness, and
Yiddishe Nachat from ourselves and all
those surrounding us.
Wishing you and uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat and Rosh HaShana,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI
TEITZEI
NITZAVIM
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of
RCA Israel Region
With Parshat Nitzavim we begin 4 very
short parshiot that are the conclusion of
the Torah. Although the parsha has but
40 verses, the emotional impact is hard to
match.
The Talmud says that the curses of Parshat Ki Tavo should be read before Rosh
Hashana. We don’t do that; Nitzavim is
always read on the Shabbat before Rosh
Hashana. It would seem that the harshness of the calamities that would befall us
as outlined in Ki Tavo, while true, are difficult. What mood do we want to face Rosh
Hashana with? The harshness and seriousness of the doom that will result from lack
of loyalty to the Torah? Or the optimism

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of and לע"נ

חנה בת משה ע"ה
Chana Ehrlich a"h

beloved wife, mother
and grandmother
on her 7th yahrzeit - כ"ח אלול
The Ehrlich and Stodel families
6

and encouragement of the prediction of
return of our parsha? The fear of Ki Tavo
is tempered by the hope and assurances of
Nitzavim.
1st aliya (Devarim 29:9-11) The
Brit of Arvot Moav. All the people
are gathered, men, women, children, water carriers and woodchoppers to
enter the covenant.
We have had covenants before in the Torah.
A covenant was made with Avraham;
another at Sinai. Striking in this covenant
is 2 things: specific people and the word
Hayom that appears 4 times in 6 verses.
A deal or covenant made with a nation
could allow us to hide: it doesn’t apply to
me personally, but to the nation. You all
take care of it. Moshe avoids hiding: you
are all included, men, women, common
folk. And this is not ancient, old news. It
is today. As if Moshe is saying, “I am not
making this covenant on my today – but for
you, readers, this covenant is being made
on your today.” All of you are in; present
and future generations. No hiding.
2nd aliya (29:12-14) To enter the
covenant; that G-d will be our G-d
and we will be His people. As was
said to the Avot. This covenant is with you
here today and those not here.
The Talmud understands this covenant
to be the one that binds all Jews with the
notion that “all Jews are guarantors for
each other – kol Yisrael areivim zeh b’zeh”.
It would seem that it is the extension here
of the covenant to not only people present
but to all future generations that generates

TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

but you could possibly do them. For when
the idea of mutual responsibility. We
it comes to communications from G-d, you
are all bound by this covenant spanning
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one
generations.
of a kind.
3rd aliya (29:15-28) Should there
This exchange presents a fundamental
be amongst you those chasing
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks
idols, rationalizing that they are
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor
free to follow their hearts; the consequence
will He in the future ever do again with
of the special bond of this covenant is that
anyone else. When Moshe says that people
your disloyalty, your chasing idol worship
come to him seeking G-d, what he means
will be met with Divine wrath. The destrucis: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.
tion of this Land because of your
(Speaking
to G-dwill
isn’t
the trick
is
unfaithfulness
bethe
so trick;
profound
people
when
He answers
Similarly,
will look
at it and back.)
be shocked
by itswhen
utter
Moshe
says
that
he
teaches
G-d’s
desolation. They will recognize law,
thatwhat
your
he
means is
that G-d
those
disloyalty
resulted
in communicates
this desolation and
in
laws
to
him
and
to
no
one
else.
your being tossed out of this Land.
This
very well
be the
prime
purpose
Thecould
description
of the
Land
of Israel
as a
ofLand
thisflowing
Yitro story.
For,
in
the
very
with milk and honey is next
hard
story,
giving of we
theknow
Torah,
thegreen,
very
for usthe
Westerners;
what
same
theme
of
Moshe’s
uniqueness
as
the
lush landscape looks like and the present
one
to whom
G-d
speaks
is central.
Land
of Israel
does
not look
that way. The
rocky, grassless,
treeless topography
of
3rd aliya (18:24-27)
Moshe heard.
Israel is jarring
to
our
eye
–
we
are
used
to
He chose judges, with only the
grass and trees. Especially as it is the Land
most difficult cases brought to
flowing with milk and honey. Something
him. Moshe sent Yitro home.
bad happened to it. The Ramban maintains
Itthat
takes
an ishonest
leader to
accept
the Land
not permanently
sentenced
suggestions
to improve.
Moshe displays
hisit
to being barren
and desolate;
as long as
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is
May it.
theJust
Torah
learned
good, embrace
as Yitro
accepted the
from
this
issue
of
Torah
Tidbits
news of the Exodus and affirmed
One G-d,
be
in
loving
memory
of
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his
system. Two men of honesty and humility.
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Rifka
Edelstein a"h
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grandmother
site the mountain. Moshe ashermountain.
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the people.
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remained in non Jewish hands, the topography remained rough. Once returned
to Jewish hands, the green returns. Privileged are the eyes who have seen the green
return.

Earn regular, offshore
income with capital growth.
Invest in medical real estate
in the USA. We make it simple.
Scan to Learn More or
Schedule an Appointment

 +972 050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il

Double Mitzvah
Buy your
Lulav & Etrog set
=
Paramedical
therapies for children
with disabilities.

4th aliya (30:1-6)When you are
cast out of the Land to the 4 corners of the earth, you will take to
heart your fate – and return to G-d. He will
return to you, returning to you to gather
you from the far flung places. Even if you
are at the ends of the earth, He will gather
you and take you from there, to bring you
back to this Land.
This is the most beautiful paragraph in
the entire Torah. It is so good it is split in
the middle, to savor it. It is called the Parshat HaTeshuva, the section of Return. The
word “return” appears 7 times. We to Him.
He to us. We take a step, He steps to us. But
our first return is described as “we take it
to heart”. Heart murmurings are the beginning of teshuva. And He is our cardiologist,
He knows our murmurings, as faint as they
may be. And Gives us the strength, the will
to build on our deepest pinings. He dances
with us, but waits for us to take the first
step. Then He gives us more strength and
more. Just take that step.

Click on the QR code
to purchase or go to:
https://bit.ly/lulav21
8

TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

5th aliya (30:7-10) And He will
implant in you love of Him. And
you will return to Him. And He

will be thrilled with you because your
return is with sincerity, a full heart.
Moshe chooses words in Sefer Devarim
that are words of affection. There is lots
of love, love of Hashem, lots of heart, all
your heart. Words like life, good, cleave
to Hashem, today. Moshe does not want to
be only the teacher of halacha. He wants
to be the teacher of our inner life as well.
We need tutelage in not only what to do,
but also in what and how to feel. Our feelings: let Him in, with love, with the deepest
feelings of your heart, every day. The language is noticeably more emotive than the
rest of the Torah. Moshe, as he is departing
as leader, and from this world, desperately
wants to convey his deepest feelings and to
reach our deepest emotions.
6th aliya (30:11-14) For this Mitzvah is not
sublime, as if needing one to ascend the
heavens or cross the ocean to retrieve it.
Rather it is very close; on your lips and in
your heart.
This short paragraph is the most beautiful
in the Torah (ok, tied for the lead). It may
be understood to be referring to the entire
Torah. As if to say, “I know the Torah looks
daunting; but it is not, it is the real you.” Or
it could be referring to Teshuva. As if to say,
“Change looks daunting; but it is not change,
it is the real you.” We have this expression,
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∙
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Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
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Dr. Daniel Wiener, Urologist
will continue to work through the
summer and in the future as usual at
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Accepting all Kupot
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For any questions:
3744173@gmail.com

לעילוי נשמת

ר' חיים צבי בן אליהו ז"ל

Dr. Henry C. Romberg z"l
Beloved husband, father,
and grandfather - we miss you!
נלב"ע כ"ט אלול תשס"ה
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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the pintele yid. That deep down, everyone
has a connection to G-d and to the Jewish
people. That is exactly what this verse says;
we don’t need to adjust, to adapt to a belief
in G-d. We need to be sensitive to, to plumb
our real selves, to dig deep and discover
ourselves. It is close: on our lips and in our
heart.
7th aliya (30:15-20) Life and good,
death and evil lie before you. Life
is a consequence of loyalty to the
mitzvot. Destruction awaits lack of loyalty.
Heaven and earth stand witness: life and
death, blessing and curse lie before you.
Choose life.
These words are the last of Moshe’s long
speech. He will move on to speak of transition of leadership. But these last words are
like a tincture, a dilution. After all is said
and done, the stakes of this grand venture
of mitzvot is nothing short of life and death.
And with these words, Moshe prepares to
take leave of the people. Nothing more to
say. Choose life.

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 61:10-63:9
This week’s haftorah is the seventh and
final installment of a series of seven
“Haftarot of Consolation.” These seven

haftarot commence on the Shabbat following Tisha b’Av and continue until Rosh
Hashanah.
The navi begins by describing the great
joy that we will experience with the Final
Redemption, comparing it to the joy of a
newly married couple.
Yeshayahu then states that he will not passively await the Redemption: “For Zion’s
sake I will not remain silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be still, until her
righteousness emerges like shining light...”
He implores the city of Yerushalayim itself
not to be silent until G‑d restores Yerushalayim and establishes it in glory.
The haftorah then declares Hashem’s promise to redeem Zion. The haftorah describes
the punishment that will be meted out to
Edom and the enemies of Israel.
Yeshayahu concludes with the famous
statement:
“In all [Israel’s] afflictions, He, too, is
afflicted, and the angel of His presence
redeemed them...”
Like a loving father who shares the pain of
his child, Hashem too, shares the pain of
His people, and awaits the Geulah Shlemah
along with them.

STATS

לעילוי נשמת

In loving memory of
אהרן בן משה ז"ל

Aaron Katz z"l

Boro Park, N.Y.
 כ"ז אלול- on his 5th yahrzeit
Katz, Schwartz and Ben Dov families
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51st of the 54 sedras; 8th of 11 in D’varim
Written on 87 lines in a Torah (rank: 52)
4 Parshiyot; 1 open, 3 closed 40 p’sukim - ranks 53 (10th
in D’varim)
657 words - ranks 51 (8th in D’varim)

MITZVOT
No Mitzvot in Nitzavim
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

This Season’s
Leitmotif:
Return!

W

e have all been brought up to
believe in the importance of
progress. For the past several
centuries, the goal of philosophy, religion,
culture, and certainly science has been to
develop ideas and practices which advance
humankind beyond its present state.
Poets have acclaimed the superiority of
progress; one of them, Robert Browning,
put it this way:
“Progress, man’s distinctive mark alone,
Not God’s, and not the beasts’: God is, they
are; Man partly is, and wholly hopes to be.”
Browning is certainly not the only person
who enthusiastically endorsed progress
to the point of seeing it as the hallmark of
humanity, and as that which sets him apart
from and above the animal world, and
even distinguishes him from the Almighty
Himself.
So forceful has been the emphasis upon
progress that any attempt to return to
past ideas and methods is almost universally criticized as backward and primitive,
12

and, at the very least, old-fashioned. The
antonym for progress, regress, is a word
with strong negative connotations. No one
wants to be seen as regressive.
At this time of the year, just before Rosh
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, the theme
of progress is definitely in the air. We all
hope to progress to a better year, to a year
of growth and development. Indeed, many
synagogues conclude the old year and
begin a new one with the refrain, “May this
year and its curses be gone, and may a new
year with its blessings begin!”
No one seems to wish that the coming year
be one of status quo. Certainly, very few
hope for a return to the past.
And yet, it is precisely “return” that our
Torah promulgates, especially at this time
of year.
This week’s Torah portion, Parshat Nitzavim, contains the following passage
(Deuteronomy 30:1-10). I provide a literal
translation of some of the verbs, in accordance with their Hebrew root:
“When all these things befall you—the
blessing and the curse…And you take them
to heart [literally, and you return them to
your heart]...And you will return to the
Lord your God, and you and your children
will heed His command...Then the Lord
your God will return your captivity...He will
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return you from all the nations...You will
return and again heed the voice of Lord...
For the Lord will return to delight in your
well-being...Once you return to the Lord
your God with all your heart and soul.”
In the space of just several verses, the word
“return” appears, in one form or another,
at least seven times! It was in the writings
of the great Nechama Leibowitz that I first
learned the importance of a word that
appears repetitiously in the course of a
single text. We are to think, she wrote, of
such a term as a leitvort, a leading word,
a word which gives us a clue and leads us
to the deeper meaning of the text at hand.
Even my limited familiarity with the German language was sufficient for me to
draw the comparison between leitvort, a
word that identifies the theme of an entire
passage, and the word leitmotif, which is a
thought or melody that pervades a literary
work or a musical composition.
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It deserves a beautiful frame
Professional Optometrists
Eye exams/ Contact lens fittings
Multifocal specialists -your satisfaction guaranteed
ARNONA/TALPIOT Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A
RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waﬄe Bar)

(02) 674-3888

The ten days that begin on Rosh Hashanah
and conclude on Yom Kippur are known as
the Aseret Yemei Teshuvah, which is usually
translated as The Ten Days of Repentance.
But teshuvah does not really mean repentance, and it certainly does not mean
penitence, as it is frequently rendered.
Rather, it means return.
The leitmotif of this entire season is the Torah’s
call for us to engage in profound introspection
and to return to a place which we have lost,
forgotten, or abandoned. It is not progress
that is demanded of us during the next several weeks; it is, oddly enough, regress.
It can legitimately be asked, return to what?
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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I would like to provide an answer or two
to that question, inspired by the book that I
find so personally meaningful at this time of
year. It is The Lights of Teshuvah, by Rabbi
Abraham Isaac Kook.
Rav Kook emphasizes that over the course
of time, we each develop as individuals,
and in that process isolate and alienate
ourselves from others, from our families,
from the people of Israel. To return means
to return from our self-centeredness to the
collective, from the prat, or single unit, to
the klal, or all-encompassing group. There
can be no teshuvah unless the person reconnects with larger components of society. We
all, in our heart of hearts, know the ways in
which he has cut himself off from significant people in his life, and each of us knows
how to reconnect to those individuals.
My experience as a psychotherapist has
taught me that there is another destination
to which it would pay for us to return. I
speak of our childhood. As we mature and
develop in life, we grow in many positive
directions. But we also move away from our
innocence, from our childish enthusiasm,
from the hope and sense of potential that

A SHORT VORT

characterizes the young, but which older
individuals eschew cynically.
People find it very rewarding to, if only in
their imaginations, return to their youth
and recapture some of the positive qualities that they left behind as they made their
adult choices.
Finally, we all need to return the Almighty,
to His Torah, and to His Land.
No matter how intense our worship of Him
during the past year was, we can return to
Him for an even stronger connection.
No matter how studiously we explored His
Torah, we can return to even deeper levels
of its impenetrable depth.
No matter how loyal our faithfulness to the
land of Israel was, we can return to even
greater loyalty and more courageous faith.
And no matter what our relationship was
with others in our lives, we can draw upon
our own inner sources of generosity and
compassion and enhance those relationships in a spirit of genuine teshuvah, of
returning to those others, and, in the process, to our true selves.

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“Reah Natati Liphanecha hayom et hachayim ve’et hatov” (Devarim30:15)
“See I have placed before you today that which is life and that which is good”
The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz 1550-1619, Rabbi of Prague) asks an intriguing question.
Usually, life is granted to those who prove their worthiness through acts of goodness- “Tov”. Therefore,
wouldn’t it make more sense to reverse the order of the “life” and the “good”, “See I have placed before
you today the “good” which results in “life”?
He answers that they live their lives in order to simply enjoy the world’s pleasures. They accept to be good
for the sake of life. We, however, should see life has a higher goal, one to serve Hashem. We should not see
“life’ as a purpose but rather a means to the end. One should live their life to do “the good”.
Now the Pasuk is clear. Take advantage of “life” to emphasize and accomplish “the good.”
Shabbat Shalom and K’tiva V’chatima Tova
14
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Happy New Residents!
Beit Tovei Ha’ir welcomes all our new Residents
who joined our community during 5781
Mrs. Zahava Avisar from Rishon Letzion
Mrs. Carmel Bloom-Cutler from Netanya
Mrs. Malka Chaimson from Jerusalem
Mr. Yosef Farkas from Jerusalem
Mrs. Sarah Fishman from Jerusalem
Mrs. Chaya Ganiram from Ramat Hagolan
Mrs. Hensha Gansbourg from Miami, USA
Mrs. Sarah Gardner from Texas, USA
Mr. Glen Goldberg from Jerusalem
Mrs. Yehudit Goldberg from Jerusalem
Rabbi Shalom Gold from Jerusalem

Mrs. Haya Graus from Jerusalem
Rabbi Nachman & Mrs. Tova Kepler
from Bnei Brak
Mrs. Merle Kreditor from London, UK
Rabbi Eliyahu Levi from Jerusalem
Rabbi Gershon Lider from Jerusalem
Mr. William Nerenberg from Jerusalem
Mrs. Necha Rosner from Petah Tikva
Mrs. Rachel Shub from Tel Aviv
Mrs. Roberta Tobias from Toronto, Canada
Mrs. Ora Ziontz from Jerusalem

The Beit Tovei Ha’ir family - management,
residents and staff – wishes all of Klal Yisrael a
Happy, Sweet and Healthy New Year 5782

שנה טובה ומתוקה

For more information please call *6422

Binyamin Margo +972-544465276
www.tovei.co.il

Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier
Retirement Community
36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Defeating
Death

O

nly now, reaching Nitzavim, can
we begin to get a sense of the vast,
world-changing project at the
heart of the Divine-human encounter that
took place in the lifetime of Moses and the
birth of Jews/ Israel as a nation.
To understand it, recall the famous remark
of Sherlock Holmes. “I draw your attention,” he said to Dr Watson, “to the curious
incident of the dog at night.” “But the dog
did nothing at night,” said Watson. “That,”
said Holmes, “is the curious incident.”1
Sometimes to know what a book is about
you need to focus on what it does not say,
not just on what it does.
1 Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of
Silver Blaze.”
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What is missing from the Torah, almost
inexplicably so given the background
against which it is set, is a fixation with
death. The ancient Egyptians were
obsessed with death. Their monumental
buildings were an attempt to defy death.
The pyramids were giant mausoleums.
More precisely, they were portals through
which the soul of a deceased pharaoh could
ascend to heaven and join the immortals.
The most famous Egyptian text that has
come down to us is The Book of the Dead.
Only the afterlife is real: life is a preparation for death.
There is nothing of this in the Torah, at least
not explicitly. Jews believed in Olam HaBa,
the World to Come, life after death. They
believed in techiyat hametim, the resurrection of the dead.2 There are six references
to it in the second paragraph of the Amidah
alone. But not only are these ideas almost
completely absent from Tanach. They are
absent at the very points where we would
expect them.
2 The Mishnah in Sanhedrin 10:1 says that
believing that the resurrection of the dead
is stated in the Torah is a fundamental part
of Jewish faith. However, according to any
interpretation, the statement is implicit, not
explicit.
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The book of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) is an
extended lament at human mortality. Havel
havalim… hakol havel: Everything is worthless because life is a mere fleeting breath
(Ecc 1:2). Why did the author of Ecclesiastes
not mention the World to Come and lifeafter-death? Another example: the book of
Job is a sustained protest against the apparent injustice of the world. Why did no one
answer Job to say, “You and other innocent
people who suffer will be rewarded in the
afterlife”? We believe in the afterlife. Why
then is it not mentioned – merely hinted at
– in the Torah? That is the curious incident.
The simple answer is that obsession with
death ultimately devalues life. Why fight
against the evils and injustices of the world
if this life is only a preparation for the
world to come? Ernest Becker in his classic The Denial of Death argues that fear of
our own mortality has been one of the driving forces of civilisation.3 It is what led the
ancient world to enslave the masses, turning them into giant labour forces to build
monumental buildings that would stand as
long as time itself. It led to the ancient cult
of the hero, the man who becomes immortal by doing daring deeds on the field of
battle. We fear death; we have a love-hate
relationship with it. Freud called this thanatos, the death instinct, and said it was one
of the two driving forces of life, the other
being eros.
Judaism is a sustained protest against this
world-view. That is why “No one knows
where Moses is buried” (Deut. 34:6) so that
his tomb should never become a place of
3

The Freedom of Mobility
Even on Shabbat!
Meet the world’s best folding
mobility scooter – approved for Shabbat
use by the Zomet institute
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Splits to fit any car. Flight approved!
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pilgrimage and worship. That is why in
place of a pyramid or a temple such as Ramses II built at Abu Simbel, all the Israelites
had for almost five centuries until the days
of Solomon was the Mishkan, a portable
sanctuary, more like a tent than a temple.
That is why, in Judaism, death defiles and
why the rite of the Red Heifer was necessary to purify people from contact with it.
That is why the holier you are – if you are a
Kohen, more so if you are the High Priest –
the less you can be in contact or under the
same roof as a dead person. God is not in
death but in life.
Only against this Egyptian background can
we fully sense the drama behind words
that have become so familiar to us that we
are no longer surprised by them, the great
words in which Moses frames the choice
for all time:
See, I have set before you today life and
good, death and evil … I call heaven and
earth as witnesses today against you, that
I have set before you life and death, the
blessing and the curse; therefore choose
life, that you and your children may
live. (Deut. 30:15, 19)
Life is good, death is bad. Life is a blessing,
death is a curse. These are truisms for us.
Why even mention them? Because they
were not common ideas in the ancient
world. They were revolutionary. They still
are.
How then do you defeat death? Yes there
is an afterlife. Yes there is techiyat hametim, resurrection. But Moses does not focus
on these obvious ideas. He tells us something different altogether. You achieve
18

immortality by being part of a covenant – a
covenant with eternity itself, that is to say,
a covenant with God.
When you live your life within a covenant
something extraordinary happens. Your
parents and grandparents live on in you.
You live on in your children and grandchildren. They are part of your life. You are
part of theirs. That is what Moses meant
when he said, near the beginning of this
week’s parsha:
It is not with you alone that I am making
this covenant and oath, but with whoever
stands with us here today before the Lord
our God as well as those not with us here
today. (Deut. 29:13-14)
In Moses’ day that last phrase meant “your
children not yet born.” He did not need
to include “your parents, no longer alive”
because their parents had themselves made
a covenant with God forty years before at
Mount Sinai. But what Moses meant in a
larger sense is that when we renew the
covenant, when we dedicate our lives to
the faith and way of life of our ancestors,
they become immortal in us, as we become
immortal in our children.
It is precisely because Judaism focuses on
this world, not the next, that it is the most
child-centred of all the great religions. They
are our immortality. That is what Rachel
meant when she said, “Give me children,
or else I am like one dead” (Gen. 30:1). It is
what Abraham meant when he said, “Lord,
God, what will you give me if I remain
childless?” (Gen. 15:2). We are not all destined to have children. The Rabbis said that
the good we do constitutes our toldot, our
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posterity. But by honouring the memory
of our parents and bringing up children to
continue the Jewish story we achieve the
one form of immortality that lies this side
of the grave, in this world that God pronounced good.
Now consider the two last commands in
the Torah, set out in parshat Vayelech, the
ones Moses gave at the very end of his life.
One is hakhel, the command that the King
summon the nation to an assembly every
seven years:
At the end of every seven years … Assemble the people – men, women and children,
and the stranger living in your towns – so
that they can listen and learn to fear the
Lord your God and follow carefully all the
words of this law. (Deut. 31:12)
The meaning of this command is simple. Moses is saying: It is not enough that
your parents made a covenant with God
at Mount Sinai or that you yourselves
renewed it with me here on the plains of
Moab. The covenant must be perpetually
renewed, every seven years, so that it never
becomes history. It always remains memory. It never becomes old because every
seven years it becomes new again.
And the last command? “Now write down
this song and teach it to the Israelites and
make them sing it, so that it may be a witness for me against them” (Deut. 31:19).
This, according to tradition, is the command to write [at least part of] a Sefer
Torah. As Maimonides puts it: “Even if your
ancestors have left you a Sefer Torah, nonetheless you are commanded to write one
for yourself.”
continued on next page...
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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What is Moses saying in this, his last charge
to the people he had led for forty years,
was: It is not sufficient to say, our ancestors received the Torah from Moses, or
from God. You have to take it and make it
new in every generation. You must make
the Torah not just your parents’ or grandparents’ faith but your own. If you write it,
it will write you. The eternal word of the
eternal God is your share in eternity.
We now sense the full force of the drama of
these last days of Moses’ life. Moses knew he
was about to die, knew he would not cross
the Jordan and enter the land he had spent
his entire life leading the people toward.
Moses, confronting his own mortality, asks
us in every generation to confront ours.
Our faith – Moses is telling us – is not
like that of the Egyptians, the Greeks, the
Romans, or virtually every other civilisation known to history. We do not find
God in a realm beyond life – in heaven, or
after death, in mystic disengagement from
the world or in philosophical contemplation. We find God in life. We find God in
(the key words of Devarim) love and joy.
To find God, he says in this week’s parsha,
you don’t have to climb to heaven or cross
the sea (Deut. 30:12-13). God is here. God is
now. God is life.
And that life, though it will end one day,
in truth does not end. For if you keep the
covenant, then your ancestors will live in
you, and you will live on in your children
(or your disciples or the recipients of your
Shabbat afternoon Parsha shiur with
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres at 5:00pm in the
back garden of the OU Israel Center
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kindness). Every seven years the covenant
will become new again. Every generation
will write its own Sefer Torah. The gate
to eternity is not death: it is life lived in
a covenant endlessly renewed, in words
engraved on our hearts and the hearts of
our children.
And so Moses, the greatest leader we ever
had, became immortal. Not by living forever. Not by building a tomb and temple
to his glory. We don’t even know where he
is buried. The only physical structure he
left us was portable because life itself is a
journey. He didn’t even become immortal
the way Aaron did, by seeing his children
become his successors. He became immortal by making us his disciples. And in one of
their first recorded utterances, the Rabbis
said likewise: Raise up many disciples.
To be a leader, you don’t need a crown or
robes of office. All you need to do is to
write your chapter in the story, do deeds
that heal some of the pain of this world,
and act so that others become a little
better for having known you. Live so
that through you our ancient covenant
with God is renewed in the only way that
matters: in life. Moses’ last testament to us
at the very end of his days, when his mind
might so easily have turned to death, was:
Choose life.
Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt"l are part of
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on
www.rabbisacks.org.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

“

Sos Asis BaShem!”
“I shall rejoice in G-d!”

No longer do we hear Hashem urging
the prophets to comfort Israel.
No longer do we read how Israel weeps
because G-d had abandoned them!
Nor does she claim that all consolation has
failed.
Hashem need no longer reassure her that
He will comfort her, or that she should
rejoice and bask in His light.
All of these were the opening messages of
the first six haftarot of consolation. But it
is not the message of this seventh and final
haftarah of comfort. Yishayahu opens with
no words urging solace or promising a glorious future. He expresses no reassurance

that the nation would comforted by G-d.
Not at all.
This selection from the 61st, 62nd and 63rd
prakim of Sefer Yishayahu is the culmination of previous chapters of comfort
because it is not G-d or the prophet who
proclaims the message – it is Israel herself!
Which is precisely why this is the high point
of this series of haftarot – because the people have accepted the message, they have
felt the comfort that Hashem promised and
have recognized the redemption.
We might think that recognizing the
arrival of geula would not be among the
final stages of redemption. If anything, we
would rightly believe that identifying Yad
Hashem, the hand of G-d, as He miraculously begins to fulfill His prophecies would
be something we would realize in the very
early stages of the redemptive process. But
at the end will there be “Sos Asis”??
Hard to believe after two-thousand years!
Hard to believe after almost one-thousand
years of promising “Ani Ma’amin”, how we
believe that the Mashiach, the geula, will
be coming!
Or is it really so hard?
When a spouse returns home after a
late meeting in the office….When a child
returns after driving the car for the first
time after getting a license….When a soldier

22
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wearily enters his home after a military
campaign…What is the common response
of those who waited impatiently when they
hear that knock on the door?
“I don’t believe that you’re finally here!”
So what about those who waited for
two-thousand years?
An oppressed people, thirsting for relief,
cannot believe when it finally arrives. So
often in the past, they have believed that
the “knock on the door” would bring their
long wait to an end. Only to be disappointed
over and over again.
“Sos Asis” is a reaction that comes with
time. It will not be recognized by everyone during the first stages of geula and,
perhaps, not even in the middle. Some
will make aliya early on and prepare the
land for the return of the exiled. Some will
return in time to defend the land from the
enemies. Some will return to join their
people and contribute to binyan ha’aretz
in any way they can. And some will take
longer.
We rejoice at all stages of the redemption.
But the “Sos Asis” will come onl;y when all
will recognize that Hashem returned to His
land and, perhaps, it is time for them to do
so.

בס“ד

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

Wishing all of our
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happy and healthy
sweet new year!
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Teshuva Is for
Everyone

P

arshas Nitzavim deals with the
mitzva of Teshuva. The Ramban
interprets the following pasuk as the
source for the mitzva of Teshuva:

ְ֙ך ַה ּי֑וֹם ֽלֹא־נִ ְפ ֵל֥את ִהוא
֖ ָ ֲש֛ר ָֽאנ ִֹכ֥י ְמ ַצ ּו
ׁ
ֶ ִּכ֚י ַה ִּמ ְצָו֣ה ַה ּזֹ֔את א
:א־רח ָֹק֖ה ִֽהוא
ְ ִֹמ ְּמ ָ ֔ך ְו ֽל
For this commandment which I command
you this day, is not concealed from you, nor
is it far away. (Devarim 30:11).
This pasuk is referring to a mitzva that is
not out of reach. We are able to do teshuva
and return to the correct path. This is consistent with the previous pasuk, which uses
the term “ki tashuv”- when you return!
Often we think of teshuva as being performed by a person who committed a
serious transgression. In fact, this is something that is to be contemplated by each
and every individual. Introspection is necessary in order to constantly improve upon

Mazal Tov to
Rika and Zalman Deutsch
on your Golden Wedding Anniversary
Best wishes for good health,
happiness and love.
From your children, grandchildren, Helen and Mom
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ourselves and to become better human
beings.
A story is told of Rav Saadia Gaon who
informed his student of the following experience. Rav Saadia Gaon was traveling and
stayed at an Inn overnight. In those days,
there was no internet or Rebbe cards and
although Rav Saadia’s reputation preceded
him, not everyone was familiar with how
he looked.
When Rav Saadia arrived at the Inn, he was
treated well by the owner of the Inn, given a
comfortable room and a tasty meal. When
he was checking out, another guest recognized Rav Saadia and greeted him with the
utmost respect. Upon witnessing this, the
owner of the Inn, was mortified and apologized. He told Rav Saadia ‘If I had known
who you are, I would have treated you better.’ Rav Saadia was puzzled. He informed
the Innkeeper that the service he received
was impeccable and that nothing was lacking. The Innkeeper replied: ‘Yes, but had
I known that you are Rav Saadia Gaon, I
would have given you super treatment!’
Rav Saadia explained that he learned an
important lesson from the Innkeeper. Rav
Saadia told his student: “Every single day
I have a deeper appreciation of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu; therefore, every single day
of my life I should spend doing teshuva
because yesterday I didn’t truly appreciate

TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

God’s greatness.” In other words, something was lacking in my avodas Hashem
yesterday, given what I know today.

™

e

As we are told in the parsha – it is up to
us to engage in the act of teshuva. “B’ficha
ubilvavcha laasoto” (it is in your mouth
and in your heart, so that you can fulfill
it) Devarim 30:14. May we be successful
in identifying the areas in which we can
improve, so that we can achieve teshuva
shlema!
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As we reflect upon our challenges and
accomplishments over the past year, we
should also carefully consider concrete
new goals so that we can further enhance
our limud torah, our tefilla and our acts
of chesed. Determine what new shiur we
plan to attend, or new sefer we intend to
learn. How we will make an effort to catch
minyan more often, or undertake to better
understand the tefilla. Consider ways of
assisting those less fortunate than us by
both by volunteering our time and allocating our ma’aser money effectively.

Make this the
year when your
dreams of a seaside apartment
come true

Twi
c

We cannot be content with our level of
spirituality. There is always room for
improvement. Life is like climbing up a
downward escalator. If we are not constantly climbing, we will descend! If Rav
Saadia Gaon felt he could get closer to
Hashem each day, then we have plenty
of room to improve our relationship with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu as well.

Ashkelon’s Own Anglo Property Expert

lf t h e

Call me 054 7312 118
motti@mrashkelon.com | www.mrashkelon.com

בס״ד

הובלות אייל

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

Moving

Packing

Storage

053-7272-815
www.premiummoving.co.il
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Totality of
Teshuvah

No matter what we are doing or in what
situation we find ourselves, we must recognize that Hashem accompanies us every
step of the journey.

“

 וis for ” – “ואהבת לרעך כמוךsignifying the
imperative to love every Jew with the
understanding that we are all Hashem’s
children. The Tanya teaches (chapter 32),
that the divine is found within each of us.
Indeed, all our souls are connected at the
root. When we relate to others on a soul
level, we experience a unique relational
closeness and ultimately significant closeness to Hashem.

It is something that is very close
to you. It is in your mouth and in
your heart, so that you can keep it.”
(Devarim 30;14) Ramban maintains that
this refers to the mitzvah of teshuvah that
is accessible to all and can be achieved by
anyone. Teshuvah is about returning to the
core of one’s relationship with Hashem.
The Sefarim Hakedoshim explain that the
letters in the word teshuvah itself hints at
the construct and attitude one needs to
effectively follow through the teshuvah
process.

 תis for ” – “תמים תהיה עם ד’ אלקיךindicating
complete dependence on Hashem no matter what the future might bring. When
one understands that his challenges and
uncertainties are part of his individual
path designed by Hashem, he can connect with Hashem profoundly despite the
unknown.
 שis for ” “שויתי ד’ לנגדי תמיד- place Hashem
before you at all times. The Rema begins
Orach Chayim with this directive to feel
as if we are in standing in Hashem’s presence throughout our entire day. The word
 שויתיis related to the word , שיוויequality.
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 בis for “ “בכל דרכיך דעהו- in all your ways
know Hashem. The Chazon Ish explains
that one should daven to Hashem to provide whatever he lacks. Nothing is ever too
big or too small for Hashem to hear. When
one has private tefilot and requests says
the Chafetz Chaim, one should turn in the
direction of the Beit Hamikdash where all
tefilot ascend to heaven. In acknowledging that all our needs are endowed by
Hashem, we become more deeply connected to Him and feel a greater sense of
gratitude for all that Hashem does for us.
 הis for ” “הצנע לכת עם אלקיך- walk humbly
with Hashem. Many of the monumental
moments in Tanach occurred in private
settings. There was no audience to witness
the akeidah, the struggle between Yaakov
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Avinu and Eisav nor the Kohen Gadol’s
entrance into the Holy of Holies. Judaism highlights the private relationship
between man and G-d. It is knowing that
He is aware of our actions, however private they are and the awareness that we
don’t perform for public opinion. When
we do a mitzvah with only Hashem as
our witness, we cement this special holy
bond. This is the essence of return; it is
returning to this state of attachment and
intimacy.
It is noteworthy that four of the five
pesukim alluded to in the word teshuvah
are associated with one’s relationship
with Hashem. There is only one passuk
that suggests one’s interpersonal relationships, yet if one would remove the letter
vav from the word, it would result in two
words, תש בה, that imply weakness. Only
when we invest in treating others (Hashem’s children) with sensitivity, can we
expect to successfully connect to Hashem
in a lasting, meaningful way.
To merit a favorable judgement on Rosh
Hashanah, The Tolna Rebbe proposes
developing a positive relationship with
others. Whether displaying patience
with a possibly annoying seatmate or not
being judgmental of those around us, we
can find ways to stretch ourselves bein
adam lechavero. Additionally, we can
look around our shul, identify those who
are suffering, feel their plight and offer a
heartfelt tefila on their behalf. When we
strengthen the vav of connectedness, Rosh
Hashanah will truly be a day of teshuvah
and an authentic Yom Teruah; a day of
reut, friendship and kinship.

US Citizenship for your
Children and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary
Specializing in American Immigration and
Naturalization Law
for over 30 years

IMMEDIATE FILING CRITICAL TO
QUALIFY FOR NEW STIMULUS!!!

www.wolgelaw.co.il
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
Tel: 02 590 3444
Member, AILA (American Immigration Lawyers
Association)
Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP

www.bretzlaw.com

Bridge the Gap
Sending a child to Israel for the year?
Give them the support they need.

Dr. Alex Bailey

is a Jerusalem/Modi’in based clinical
psychologist specializing in teens and
young adults. Since making aliya three
years ago, he has worked with dozens
of gap year students at yeshivot
and midrashot, helping them manage this year of
independence, questioning, transition, and growth.
Dr. Bailey provides parents with peace-of-mind that
their children have the support they need to bridge
their gap year successfully.

DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES,
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+
alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com www.alexbaileypsyd.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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tel: 0547233863

Luxury Properties in Jerusalem
ARNONA - FANTASTIC APARTMENT ID221
Yisrael Eldad. 98 sqm with underground parking
and elevator. Terrace, four bedrooms, kosher
kitchen. Call Rachel: 0525466425.
Price 3,050,000 NIS

K. SHMUEL SPACIOUS, LIGHT APT. ID117
Registered apt of 139.70 sqm plus registered
terrace of 123 sqm. 1st ﬂoor. Large parking
area in front of the building. Easy access to
Hapalmach street or below to Rav Berlin street.
Great condition, underﬂoor heating, central air
plus separate heating units in rooms. Very light
with North South and East directions.
Price 5,400,000 NIS

ONE OF A KIND GARDEN APARTMENT IN
BAKA WITH PRIVATE ENTRANCE ID116
Registered 229 sqm built and registered 300
sqm of garden owned by this apartment. Original
Jerusalem stone home with 4 meter ceilings.
Price 10,995,000 NIS

SAN SIMON - FANTASTIC NEWLY
RENOVATED 5 ROOM APT FOR SALE ID113
145 sqm on one ﬂoor, 2 elevators. Registered
parking and storage. 4 bedrooms and 2 full
bathrooms. Immediate occupancy
Price 4,200,000 NIS Great Deal!

GORGEOUS GARDEN APT IN BAKA ID220
Private entrance, ﬁnished as 3 bedrooms and 2
full bathrooms on the upper level, and kitchen,
living space and a guest bathroom on the ground
level. High level renovation and superb ﬁnishes.
Registered garden of 120 sqm and parking for
the apartment.
Price 6,950,000 NIS

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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Beresheet
View from the apartments of the Beresheet community.

The New Year Starts with Beresheet
Who doesn’t love those videos of silver-haired,
wizened old folks running marathons and lifting
weights? I think they appeal to that part of us
that is in denial about our own future – and
besides, don’t we all aspire to be among those
select non-aging nonagenarians?!
Genes notwithstanding, no one really knows what
lies in store for them in the future. And as another
Rosh Hashanah rolls
around, signifying
another year of life thank God! - it makes
sense to think ahead
and be prepared.

your typical entrepreneurs. “After our mother
was widowed at a young age, she supported us
by working as a cook in an old age home, which
was basically where we grew up. Years later,
when Ima degenerated and needed roundthe-clock nursing care, we were unable to find
accommodations that met our standards. That
was when we decided to open our own facility,
and since then, we’ve been catering to the
senior population with
the same care and devotion that we wanted
for our own mother.”

Beresheet has everything you could think
of – and then some.
Luxurious, well-planned
apartments, varied
gourmet culinary options, a mini mall with
boutiques and cafes, fitness rooms and spa
including a half Olympic-sized pool, to name
just a few. To facilitate family connections,
tech-equipped party rooms of different sizes
can be reserved for celebrations, and fully accessorized guest suites are available for an extended stay. There are even special programs
planned for grandchildren (and great grandchildren!) who come to visit. All of this is in
“We believe in creating a safe environment for
residents to enjoy an unmatched quality of life as Beresheet’s mind-expanding, bucolic setting,
adjoining a nature reserve that is beckoning
they pursue the interests and hobbies that they
with opportunity to see and explore.
love and/or that they always dreams of – all on
their own terms. We offer a variety of social and “This is your time!” says Lichak. “We invite you
cultural options, alongside complete indepento participate in the founding of this unique
dence,” explains Beresheet founder Avi Lichak.
project, to enjoy these years to the fullest and
More and more
Anglos have been
recently been
expressing interest
in Beresheet, a brandnew concept for
senior living in the heart of nature. With construction well underway and occupancy planned
for August 2023, the Beresheet community,
located in Motza (literally Jerusalem’s backyard),
is intended for seniors age 70+ with a joie de
vivre and who are eager to take full advantage
of all the opportunities offered.

If anyone has the qualifications and the knowhow to navigate this new concept for successful
senior living in Israel, it would have to be the
Lichak family. Owners of a chain of nursing
homes in central Israel with a sterling reputation, these three brothers and sister are not

find meaning, fulfillment, satisfaction and joy!”
For more information :
+972 73-3815410
beresheet@lichak.co.il
www.beresheet-seniorliving.co.il/eng
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RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

Where Have
I Been?

R

av Shlomo Heiman, zt’l, Rosh
Mesivta of Torah Vodaath, was
renowned as a clear and deep
thinker, and a dedicated master teacher.
Each shiur he gave was an event filled with
drama, suspense, passion and emotion. Rav
Shlomo used every ounce of strength when
teaching, and by the end would often pass
out, completely exhausted.
One winter morning, Rav Shlomo arrived
at the yeshivah amid a blizzard and found
just four talmidim at shiur. Instead of cancelling, postponing or giving a scaled down
version of what he had prepared, Rav
Shlomo was all-in. He delivered a full shiur
with all the dramatic flair and excitement
as if he were addressing a full beis medrash.
Concerned for the Rav’s health and energy,
one of the talmidim motioned to the room
and whispered, “Rebbe, there’s only four of
us here...”
Rav Shlomo glanced around the near
empty Beis Medrash and thundered, “Four
talmidim? You only see four talmidim?! I’m
speaking to you, your descendants, your
future generations and students… there are
hundreds and hundreds of Yidden learning
Torah here today!”
30

Our sedra this week is a continuation of
Moshe Rabbeinu’s parting address, his
‘final shiur’ to Klal Yisrael:

…ֹקיכם
ֶ ֻּל ֶכם ִל ְפנֵי ה׳ ֱאל
ְּ ַא ֶּתם נִ ָּצ ִבים ַה ּיוֹם כ
“You are all standing this day before
Hashem…

ת־ה ְּב ִרית ַהזֹּאת… ִּכי ֶאת־
ַ ְולֹא ִא ְּת ֶכם ְל ַב ְּד ֶכם ָאנ ִֹכי ּכ ֵֹרת ֶא
ֲשר
ׁ
ֶ ְאת א
ֵ ֶשנוֹ ּפֹה ִע ָּמנ ּו ע ֵֹמד ַה ּיוֹם ִל ְפנֵי ה׳ ֱאלֹקינ ּו ו
ְֲׁשר י
ׁ
ֶא
ֵאינֶנּ ּו ּפֹה ִע ָּמנ ּו ַה ּיוֹם׃
“I make this covenant… not with you alone,
but both with those who are standing here
with us this day before Hashem and with
those who are not with us here this day.”
(Devarim, 29:9, 13-14).
Rashi quotes Midrash Tanchuma (Nitzavim,
3), saying that all who were physically present at Mount Sinai — more than two million
women, children and men, embodying
the souls of all future Jews — experienced
the Revelation of Matan Torah. Remembering this powerful fact brings us back
to our national and personal mission and
baseline. All of us were standing there,
completely present before the Infinite One.
The Baal Shem Tov taught that “Ha-yom,
this day” is a reference to Rosh Hashanah,
the day on which we all stand in judgment
before Hashem. Therefore, on each year,
Parshas Nitzavim precedes Rosh Hashanah,
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and at this critical moment it transmits to
us words of reproach, encouragement and
mussar, urging us to remember that no
matter the deficiencies in our service of
God, we are to believe in our connection
with Hashem and to know that we can
always repair what we have damaged:

ֲשר ָאנ ִֹכי ְמ ַצ ּו ְָך ַה ּיוֹם לֹא נִ ְפ ֵלאת ִהוא
ׁ
ֶ ִּכי ַה ִּמ ְצוָה ַהזֹּאת א
מ ֵע ֶבר ַל ּיָם-ֹא
ֵ  ְול...ׁש ַמיִם ִהוא
ָּ  לֹא ַב.ִמ ְּמ ָך ְולֹא ְרח ָֹקה ִהוא
.ֹׂתו
יך ו ִּב ְל ָב ְב ָך ַל ֲעש
ָ  ְּב ִפ,יך ַה ָּד ָבר ְמאֹד
ָ  ִּכי ָקרוֹב ֵא ֶל...ִהוא
“For this commandment (teshuvah)… is not
concealed from you, nor is it far away. It is
not in Heaven… Nor is it beyond the sea…
Rather, it is very close to you; it is in your
mouth and in your heart, so you can fulfill
it!” (30:11-14)

“If I am the king, why haven’t you
come to greet me until now?”

Rebbe Aharon haGadol of Karlin strode
toward the amud to begin Shacharis of
Rosh Hashanah, with the customary niggun. As the Rebbe reached the end of that
dramatic melody leading to the proclamation of “HaMelech,” he fainted and
collapsed in awe. The chasidim rushed to
revive the Rebbe, who soon stood up on
trembling legs, steadied himself, and continued to lead the relieved congregation in

In honor of
the dedicated staff
who compile and distribute
Torah Tidbits
from Estelle Harris

MOST EXQUISITE PROPERTIES IN JERUSALEM!!

State of the Art Boutique Residence on Dubnov –
Talbieh Variety of luxurious apartments from 160 sqm
to 220 sqm on one level, each one with large Sukkah
terrace or private garden, beautiful views to the forest.
Delivery in Mid-2023. DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic magnificent private mansion – on the edge
of Old Katamon and German Colony- Plot of 1,300 sqm,
Authentic House of 500 sqm on 2 levels + large basement of
200 sqm, private swimming pool. Total Potential of 820 sqm
above ground + basement. Can be sold as 3 luxurious flats or a
magnificent private house. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Luxurious garden apartment – Old Katamon
Small quiet lane, next to San Simon Park, newly built
garden apartment of 318 sqm, 2 private entrances, 100
sqm private landscaped garden, 2 parking, storage room.
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Stunning penthouse with breathtaking Old City
views – Talbieh Prime location, next to hotels, offers
spectacular Old City panoramic views, newly built 275 sqm
on one level with 130 sqm terrace, possibility of private pool.
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Amazing new penthouse, with Old City and Golden
Dom views! – Caspi St. close to Baka Model apartment
fully furnished, all new, 191 sqm on one level, 5 bedrooms,
4 ensuite, 30 sqm Sukkah balcony, 12 sqm storage room.
Parking and Shabbat elevator. MAYA – 054-6650184
New big apartment in Rechavia with garden in use.
on a very quiet lane, close to Ben Maimon St. 137 sqm under
construction, divided as 5 rooms, beautiful balcony, with
150 sqm garden in use. Will be ready in 2.5 years.
MAYA – 054-6650184
Designed Model apartment in a luxurious residence
in Talbieh with doorman 24/7, 150 sqm penthouse,
furnished, architectural design with 15 sqm Sukkah balcony.
Ready to move in. MAYA – 054-6650184

02-6744000 / 0544-804767
King David St. 26
corner of Washington St. 2

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
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prayer. After the davening, the chassidim
gathered around him to understand what
had occurred.
The holy Karliner explained, “During
the Roman siege of Yerushalayim, Rebbi
Yochanan ben Zakkai went to plead with
Vespasian to spare the lives of the Jews of
the Holy City. When he encountered Vespasian, Rebbi Yochanan ben Zakkai said, שלמא
עלך מלכא שלמא עלך מלכא, “Peace upon you, O
king, peace upon you.” Vespasian’s anger
flared and retorted, מחייבת תרי קטלא, “You are
liable for two death penalties: first of all,
you addressed me as the king, which I am
not. Furthermore, אי מלכא אנא עד האידנא אמאי
לא אתית לגבאי, “If I am the king, why haven’t
you come to greet me until now?” (Gittin,
56a)
The Karliner explained: “When I was about
to declare “HaMelech”, I suddenly remembered Vespasian’s rebuke, and my heart
grew faint. Standing before Hashem, coronating Him as the King of Kings, all I could
think was the question, “If I am the King,
why haven’t you come to greet Me until
now?”

Somehow, despite the clear message in our

פוליש

Polishing &
renewing of decks

This Shabbos, as we prepare to ‘stand’
before Hashem and declare His Malchus
on Rosh Hashanah, let us remember, ִּכי ָקרוֹב
 ֵא ֶליך: we are “very close”; there is no such
thing as a space devoid of Godliness. We
all stood at Sinai; ‘Far away’ from Hashem
is simply a construct. The right time and
place for teshuvah is exactly wherever we
are, “in our mouths and in our hearts”.
Hashem is waiting for us. The opportunity
is right here, right now, and it all depends
on us.
The question is not how many chevreh
have shown up to the shiur. I need to ask
myself, have I arrived? How much of me
is ‘here’? If we haven’t been fully present
in moments of holiness, tefillah or mitzvah
observance, Rosh Hashanah is an opportunity for us to stand before the King and
re-establish direction and intention — to let
the Ribbono Shel Olam that we are ‘all in’,
now and forever.

ניקוי שטיחים ניקוי מבנים
Cleaning of
offices and Shuls

www.talclean.co.il
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sedra, as well as the month-long Elul shofar blowing, extra davening, and emphasis
on preparation for the new year, it seems
that every year we ask ourselves: ‘How is
it already Rosh Hashanah — where have I
been? I am not ready to approach Hashem
this Yamim Nora’im!’

Carpet cleaning

050-4455975
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ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaning

Shana Tova

from RE/MAX Vision

Wishing you a sweet new year. A year spent with family and
friends. A year filled with health, happiness, and joy.
The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties
is just one click away
www.remaxjerusalem.com

Yehoshafat Villa, Greek Colony
Unique private home, 7 bedrooms, 5
bathrooms (approx. 300 sqm built) private
175 meter garden parking + in addition- a
separate rooftop apartment
Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111

City Center/ Nachlaot Penthouse
Amazing views inc. Temple Mount. 4 rms,
120 sqm, 2 baths, Succah balcony, hi-end
finishes, U/F heat, AC, Curtain-windows
Parking, Shabbat elevator. NIS 5,850,000
Orna Even- 054-621-6069

Ein Gedi 3, Arnona
Perfect location. 4 rooms, 105 sqm.
(top) floor + Elevator. Light and airy.
Spacious. Additional rental unit with income
Asking price: NIS 2,600,000
Orli Raz 050-724-3735

Talbiye luxury building
4 rooms+2 full baths (132 sqm) +balconies
(inc. Succah), Shabbat elevator, storage
room (15 sqm), 2X private parking, Pool+
Sauna in the building. NIS 6,800,000
Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111

Tekoa Street, Nachlaot
In the heart of classic Nachlaot, 76 sqm
duplex apartment, 3 rooms, 1.5 bathrooms,
full of light, large family room . 36 sqm
rooftop terrace+ views. NIS 2,300,000
Orna Even- 054-621-6069

David Elroi, Old Katamon
Beautiful 4 room apartment surrounded by
greenery and overlooking a breathtaking
view. Great location. Elevator. Parking,
Storage. NIS 3,430,000.
Shira Shani- 054-627-2172

Hashagrir argov 2, Arnona
A spectacular, meticulous penthouse.
Designed and finished to the highest
standards, 5 rooms, master suite, spacious
balcony, shabbat elevator. NIS 4,900,000
Orli Raz 050-724-3735

Meir Gineo, Ramot
Large cottage in great area. 6 rooms on 2
levels including 3 bathrooms, Beautiful and
spacious living room, 173 sqm+, 2 large
gardens. Master suite. 4,290,000 NIS
Israela cohen-052-577-4853

Aviad 3, Givat Mordechai
New garden Duplex.
8 rooms, 183 sqm, 200 sqm garden,
17 sqm storage, 2 parking spaces, Central
location. NIS 5,500,000
Emuna Dadon- 054-806-7106

4rd
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RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN

Geulas Yisrael:
Rosh HashanahA Great Day to
Be Jewish

“

The angels tremble and are seized
with fear. Terrified, they announce:
The Day of Judgement is upon us”.
This alarming image- conjured in the Mussaf section of Netaneh Tokef- captures the
fear and grandeur of Rosh Hashanah. This
remarkable scene also underscores the
“sweep” of a day which reverberates across
the highest heavens. Jew and non-Jew, and
even celestial inhabitants, perceive the
solemnity and royalty of Hashem’s presence on this day of awe. Rosh Hashanah
isn’t just universal, it is cosmic.
On the day that the universe was created,
it is annually renewed. Not only is the
natural world rebooted but human fate
is recalibrated. One by one we pass in
front of Hashem, our behavior assessed,
our motives scrutinized, and our future
decided. Unlike classic Jewish holidays,
Rosh Hashanah isn’t associated with a formative event of Jewish history. This day
of immensity and enormity is broader
than the Jewish experience. It is the day of
creation and the day of “everything”. It is
timeless and comprehensive.
34

Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Yet, despite the far-reaching and universal
nature of the day, Rosh Hashanah is also
a particularly Jewish experience. It is the
mix of universalism and Jewish experience
which powers the day and infuses it with
such vigor and splendor. This day of all
humanity is also the day of the Jews:
We Are Aware
The trial of humanity fortifies Divine
authority in our planet. No human can
escape His gaze nor can any human avoid
His judgement. It is a day of immense
authority and supreme power. However,
only one nation is aware of this unfolding
drama and only one nation is responsive
to the augmented presence of Hashem. A
verse in Tehillim (89) extols the privilege of
the one nation that comprehends this day:
Ashrei ha’am yodei teru’ah. We alone are
‘yodei teru’ah’; we alone identify the shofar sound. Our world is abuzz with noise
and commotion- horns detonate and sirens
blare. On this day, the mighty and majestic
voice of the shofar coronates the Master of
All. Only one nation understands the full
weight of this day and its proceedings. The
chosen nation.
Authors, Not Spectators
Beyond being the lone nation to fully
grasp the gravitas of this day, the Jewish
people also shape the contours of the day.
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The world, having been launched by the
word of Hashem, once bristled with His
uncontested will. However, Man’s first disobedience plunged the world into rebellion
and into centuries of religious confusion.
One day the world will return to its pristine
state of global recognition of Divine authority. Until that day arrives, we continue to
stand for God in this world. Without our
heroic defiance, His presence in this world
would fade. Throughout the year we represent Him - quietly but heroically- defying
a world of hate and hostility. One Rosh
Hashanah, for one day, we taste the future
world we so tirelessly pursue- a world of
His uncontested presence. If we don’t coronate Hashem in this fallen world, who
will? We are the guardians of Hashem’s
presence in our world, and on this day we
preview the future state we are so committed to designing. Without willing subjects,
sovereignty is hollow.
Sweet Memories
The gravitas of this day can be fearsome.
Our Mussaf tefillah declares: “You recall
all history and scan all creatures. Hidden
truths are laid bare to you while nothing is
forgotten”. Recognizing the enormity of this
audit, we lament: “Happy is the man who
hasn’t forgotten you “. Sadly, we acknowledge that we never miss an opportunity to
forget Him. The repercussions of this day of
Memory are frightening.
Yet, for us, the Day of Memory is also
promising and empowering. We invoke
illustrious memories of past glories. From
the courage of the akeidah to the faith of
the desert. From the valleys of our Avot to
36

the mountain-ranges of Sinai. From the
melodies of the Mikdash to the defiance
of Jewish exile. The sad still sound of the
shofar echoes with our everlasting Covenant with Hashem. A potentially crushing
day of harsh inspection transforms into a
sweet and nostalgic day of Jewish peoplehood, heroism and historical destiny. Pride
replaces fear.
Inching Toward Utopia
On this day the world was launched we
recall creation, but we also envision
redemption. Our world will only be fully
repaired when the Jews are resettled in
their Land, realigned with Heaven, and,
once again, positioned to provide the world
with moral clarity and human prosperity.
The prophetic and visionary sound of the
shofar predicts the “Gathering” without
which human progress is forever delayed:
“The lost Jews will return from Ashur and
the refugees from Egypt and we will all bow
to Hashem in Yerushalayim”. One day that
assembly will be awakened by the blaring
sound of a heavenly shofar. Each year, on
Rosh Hashanah, we symbolically blow our
human shofar in hopes of accelerating that
Heavenly sound. Universal welfare will not
transpire without the Jewish return to history. Utopia runs through Jerusalem. On
the very day we pray for universal prosperity, we ponder Jewish selection and dream
of redemption. It is a day of Jewish destiny
precisely because it is the day of universal
future. We will lead humanity toward that
terminus. Each Rosh Hashanah we inch
closer.
Ketiva V’chatima Tova
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

Hearken Unto
the Cannons!
… מערב עד ערב תשבתו שבתכם. from evening
until evening, you shall observe your Shabbat (Yom Kippur).
How abundantly strange! What is the meaning of the Torah’s instruction concerning
Yom Kippur?
Every day on the Jewish calendar begins
with nightfall and ends at nightfall; every
day effectively runs מערב עד ערב, from “evening until evening. Why would we assume
otherwise when it comes to Yom Kippur?
Why does the Torah specifically emphasize that this holiest of days, of all days, is
observed ?מערב עד ערב
While many interpretations are offered for
this phrase, I believe that an answer to our
question can be found through the retelling
of my father’s favorite joke. A quiet unassuming man, my father  ע"הwas not much
of a joke-teller, but this particular anecdote
held a special place in his heart. The narrative loses something in the writing, but the
message is powerful, nonetheless. So, here
goes…
Jack was an unassuming man who held
a secret dream. He desperately wanted

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN

Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

one moment of fame as a “movie-star”;
an opportunity to appear, even briefly, on
the “silver screen”. One day Jack’s prayers
were answered. A movie crew rolled into
town, advertising a search for “extras” in an
upcoming motion picture on the American
Civil War. Jack applied and, lo and behold,
was accepted- for a speaking part, no less.
Jack had one line to learn and deliver: “Hearken unto the cannons!”
For weeks prior to the filming, Jack practiced day in and day out, repeating his line
in all sorts of different ways and with all
sorts of different emphases. “Hearken unto
the cannons... Hearken unto the cannons…
Hearken unto the cannons….” Over and
over again…
Finally, the big day arrived. Jack could
hardly control his excitement. Over and
over and over again, Jack feverishly practiced his line: Hearken unto the cannons….
“Hearken unto the cannons…”
Jack was taken to a room at the side of the
filming stage, and was told that, in a few
moments, he would be pushed out to stumble onstage and recite his line. Nervously,
he kept practicing: “Hearken unto the cannons… Hearken unto the cannons…”
The moment arrived…Jack was shoved out
of the room…He stumbled onstage, heard a
continued on next page...
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huge boom and exclaimed:
“What the #*%! was that???”
Cannons sound throughout our lives, divine
challenges and opportunities presented to
us through the events we experience, the
people we meet, the very world that surrounds us. More often than not, however,
we are “too busy” to notice; and the messages pass, unobserved and unheeded…
But, then along comes Yom Kippur, and
everything changes… The day arrives when
עצומו של יום, the essence of the day, can itself
be transformative.

 …מערב עד ערבA complete day of cannon
blasts. While year-round, the cannons may
fire sporadically and intermittently; the cannons of Yom Kippur sound for a continuous
25-hour period. Their calls shift with each
passing moment, as the day’s messages flow
one into the other; cannon blasts that are at
times hushed, at times loud, at times plaintive, at times proud.
The cannons of Yom Kippur are singular
each year. This year’s blasts will be different from last year’s, and different from
next year’s. Even more, these calls will be
individual. The Yom Kippur sounds I hear
throughout the day will vary from those
heard by my neighbor, and the sounds
he hears will vary from mine. Separate
moments, each unique, will be woven into
a symphony of meaning, captured by the
rabbis in the liturgy of the day. From Kol
Nidrei to Neila, we experience a journey
of consequence, each moment rich and
powerful.
No amount of advance preparation will
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ensure that we will hear the cannons
of Yom Kippur. While prior study of the
day’s halachot, tefillot and messages can
be extremely helpful, such study offers no
guarantee. Success relies on our ability
to truly “be present” in each moment of
this holy day, and in our openness to each
moment’s meaning.

 … מערב עד ערבWhich of Yom Kippur’s cannon
blasts will each of us hear this year? Will we
be moved by the cadence of Yizkor and the
bittersweet memories of those who touched
and shaped our lives? Will we shudder at
the words of  ונתנה תקףand its description of
the heavenly court on this holiest of days?
Will we be moved to sincere contrition by
the detailed confessional of  ?על חטאWill the
closing of the gates at Neila carry us one step
further?
We have no way of knowing in advance
which moment of Yom Kippur will reach
us; which of its powerful cannon blasts
will enter our hearts. Perhaps that is why
the Torah specifies that we must each “be
present” on Yom Kippur in heart and mind,
מערב עד ערב, from evening to evening… all
day long.
The cannons of Yom Kippur will soon sound.
Will we truly hear and appreciate their
blasts? And, will our Yom Kippur experience
make us more sensitive to the cannon blasts
sounding in our lives year-round?
The challenge lies before us… “Hearken
unto the cannons!”
Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and
“Unlocking the Haggada."
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Please join us for the drawing of the...

ANNUAL P’TACH RAFFLE
and be inspired by

Mrs. Sue Koltai

Mother of אלעזר יצחק בן ראובן ז”ל

“How our son gave us a new job for Klal Yisrael”
In the garden of Lisa Goldenhersh - Rechov Admor M’Boyan 34, Har Nof, Jerusalem
Monday evening, September 13, 2021 at 8:00 pm

Cost of raffle - $100 or shekel equivalent
(includes minimum donation of 50 NS admission)
all donations are כסף מעשר

Due to Corona, only light refreshments will be served
RSVP Rivke Grunberg 054 771-7952
ptachjerusalem@gmail.com

We look forward to sharing
this special evening with you,


This evening will benefit the children of P’TACH – Jerusalem, specialized
educational programs for children with learning difficulties.
Visit our website: www.ptachisrael.org

Symie Liff
Miriam Schoen
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

he moments when the Shofar is
sounded on Rosh Hashana are perhaps the most emotionally charged
and spiritually significant island in time of
the entire Yomim Noraim period. The Shofar has many profound messages; its most
familiar message is of course to remind us
of the Akeidat Yitzchak and the ram that
takes the place of Yitzchak Avinu as a sacrificial offering. But there are many other
messages inherent in the Shofar’s sounds
as well.
Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Neriah,zt’l one of the
close students of Rabbi Abraham Isaac
Kook zt’l, edited a beautiful work called
Moadei HaReiah- which is a collection of
essays, stories, and sound bytes from the
life and work of Rav Kook specifically
regarding each of the Jewish Holidays.
There is a particularly powerful story,
which occurred one Rosh Hashana in the
late 1920’s that really sums up the multitiered inspirational messages contained
within the shofar’s sounds.
It became known to Rav Kook on the eve of
Rosh Hashana that there was a particular
construction project that was quickly nearing completion, and that those involved in
building this particular edifice, planned to
continue to work toward completing this
project, even on Rosh Hashana. Obviously
saddened by this news, Rav Kook decided
upon a strategy as to how he must address
42

this situation.
The next morning, Rav Kook sent one of
his gabbaim (ritual assistants) to visit the
workers, and to bring a Shofar with him.
Rav Kook gave the gabbai careful instructions not to speak any harsh words, rather
to merely go to the construction site, and
to simply sound the Shofar.
Upon hearing the familiar sounds of the
Shofar, construction ceased, and most of
the laborers quickly changed their clothing and made their way to synagogues.
When the gabbai returned to the synagogue, he asked Rav Kook how come the
rabbi did not simply go and address these
workers himself; surely a visit from the
esteemed Chief Rabbi would have encouraged all of the laborers to join the many
who had decided to return to the synagogue with the gabbai. Rav Kook’s answer
is perhaps the most powerful point of this
entire story. Rav Kook explained that had
he arrived at the site, surely he would have
caused great embarrassment, even shame
to the many workers! Although the public
desecration of this holiest of days certainly
pained him deeply, the pain he felt when
the Torah’s honor was tarnished in such
a public manner enveloped his entire
being; but what pained him most was to
know that there were Jews who might go
through an entire Rosh Hashana and not
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DRIVEN MAD BY
YOUR BANK??

Are you frustrated with your bank’s poor communication, weak English, and general inaccessibility?
Ever wonder why you can’t receive or send money without going through an inquisition?
Does your bank make you feel unwanted?

IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE THIS WAY.
My name is Kalman Walker and I am a former banker with 40+ years of experience in private
banking in Israel and the UK. I help my clients navigate the minefield of Israeli banking, improve
communication with their banks, and connect them with bankers who care about them.
Don't wait to get stuck. Speak to me before any major transfer.
Let me help you help yourself.

052-447-3489 | KALMANWALKER@GMAIL.COM

CASPI St. – Garden apartment
in a boutique building, 4 rooms
(115m) private entrance, bright,
parking

3300000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488
ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed

street with an electric gate, 2 terraces (17 m2) +
2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking view, 2 car
parks, private entrance - rented 9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

ELAD BAYIT VEGAN
PROJECT - Spacious

3 room apartment,
renovated, high floor,
Shabbat elevator, Succah
balcony with paoramic view, storeroom, parking

2220000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, quiet,
close to City Center

3300000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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GLATT KOSHER APARTMENTS

hear the beautiful sweet sounds of the
Shofar.

Available for
the Chagim

Three times each day we recite the Amidathe nineteen blessing benediction which
forms the foundation of Jewish prayer.
Included among these blessings are the
following words:

2-5 BEDROOMS

“Sound the great Shofar for our freedom,
raise the banner to gather in our exiles
and gather us together from the four corners of the Earth....”

NEAR OLD CITY,
CITY CENTER
LOCATIONS

This blessing is of course a reference to
the prophetic vision of the “Great Shofar”
which will be sounded, with the onset of
the Messianic era.
However, Rav Gedalia Schorr zt’l, one of
the giants of American Jewish life in the
twentieth century, explains this blessing
in relation to the Shofar we will sound in
just a few days on Rosh Hashana. In his
masterpiece of Torah essays, Or Gedalyahu, Rav Gedalia wrote these moving
words:

CONTACT
US TODAY!

Akiva Bookman
akiva@rentalsofdistinction.com
443.498.8209
www.rentalsofdistinction.com
1 5 + y e a r s ex p e r i e n c e
Mobile-friendly website
Easy secure online payments
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“It is through the experience of the sounding of the Shofar on Rosh Hashana that
every person has an awakening within his
heart, that rouses the pure spark innate
within each of our hearts, and can bring
us to true freedom; the freedom from all
that clouds our vision in the here and now,
and ultimately it is this clarity which will
help us to usher in the era of true freedom,
of peace and harmony in the world, represented by the sounding of the Great Shofar
of Moshiach...”
The words of Rav Kook and Rav Gedalia
Schorr are particularly profound as we are
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about to commemorate Rosh Hashana in
the here and now of these unprecedented
MENACHEM PERSOFF
daysConsultant,
of the on-going
cial Projects
OU Israelglobal
Center pandemic. If
these two giants had such a deep underrsoff@ou.org
standing of how the Shofar’s emotionally
charged sounds had the power to literally
transform each and every soul scattered
throughout the four corners of the world,
and to inspire harmony and unity, how
much more vividly does this message resonate for the times we live in today.
But it is Rav Kook’s beautiful lesson which
must guide us and must serve as the
basis for building bridges with all our
brothers and sisters. The Shofar’s sweet
sounds remind us of the beauty that is a
Jewish way of life, the enrichment, fulfillment and contentment that Torah can
bring to each of our lives. The Shofar’s
sounds reach that pure spark within each
of us, and softly remind us that we can
indeed leave behind all those issues and
confusing circumstances that cloud our
vision- our vision of ourselves, our vision
of the world, and our vision of each other.
When we hear the Shofar this Rosh
Hashana, may it inspire within us a newfound desire for true freedom; freedom to
leave behind the many challenging events
of this past year, freedom to leave behind
whatever lingering grudges and preconceived notions we may hold toward family,
friends, and neighbors. May the sounds
of the Shofar this Rosh Hashana, soon be
echoed with the sounds of Great Shofar of
Freedom, that we have been longing for
for so, so long... Shana Tova U’metuka Warmest wishes for a happy sweet New
Year.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator
* 2 Bedrooms, renovated on Ben Maimon
* 3 bedrooms, renovated, succah, on Radak
Townhouses and Buildings
TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor,
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room,
permit for a 12 sqm succah balcony facing the view.
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!
KIRYAT MOSHE New 90 sqm duplex, 4 rooms including
MB ensuite, succah, 4th oor, immediate

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com
“TzviAir is a pleasure to
work with and did an
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

When the Total is
More than the Sum
of the Parts

O

ur Parsha opens with the Passuk: “You are standing today,
each of you, before Hashem,
your God – the heads of your tribes, your
elders, and your officers – all men of Israel.”
We look at this verse with awe! Everyone is on parade, erect, alert, and attentive
to what Moshe has to say. But if the verse
tells us “each of you is standing,” why does
it spell out the types of leaders present?
And why repeat at the verse’s end, “all men
of Israel”?
And why does the narrative then
spell out the others present: the children,
women, and proselytes in the camp, and
the hewers of wood and drawers of water?
On the surface, we see a hierarchy of
participants at this gathering, stretching
from the aristocracy to the lowest echelons
of society. The Alshich, however, indicates
that on this occasion, rather than first
approaching the elders (who would then
communicate Moshe’s message to the people), Moshe now addressed the people as a
whole entity.
Yes – the situation called for unity. The
beloved leader Moshe was about to leave
this world, and the people were about to
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conquer Eretz Yisrael. Towards the latter
goal, Bnei Yisrael had to constitute a united
collective where status was of no consequence: Standing before God, the people
‘are as one.’
In this month of Elul, it is worth considering that we are of equal standing
in Hashem’s eyes. Who knows? Perhaps
Hakadosh Baruch bestows greater value
to the spiritual strivings of the Pintele
Yid than to the elevated actions of the
leadership?
But more so, adds the Shem Mishmuel,
to conquer Eretz Yisrael, the individual’s
role is superseded by the Kelal – the collective entity that is the Jewish people. In the
spirit of the sainted Rav Kook, the vibrant,
living soul of Eretz Yisrael combines with
and galvanizes the collective merits of the
individuals within its borders.
Indeed, our rabbis teach that the
notion of collective responsibility enjoined
the people only after they crossed the
Yarden River. So, while “each one of us”
must strive to reach our highest spiritual
level, if we wish to conquer ‘the Land” and
Hashem’s heart, as we enter the Yamim
Nora’im, we need to break down the barriers between us. Yes, in Gestalt fashion, we
let our collective merit be more than the
sum of our personal virtues – וכן יהי רצון.
Shabbat Shalom!
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Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Rabbi Chanoch Teller
Rabbi Jay Marcus
Rabbi Daniel Myers

identityforyou.com

GROWTH & MENTAL HEALTH THROUGH TORAH

“

Self esteem is tied into

sense of responsibility.

Join us as we launch
a one-of-a-kind educational institute dedicated to the study
of mental health and personal development, in memory of
Rabbi Dr. Avraham J. Twerski.

The more we are aware of our
strengths and abilities,
the greater we have the

-AVRAHAM J TWERSKI

Follow us for more details

TE!
E DA
E TH vent
SAV unch e
la

13 October
Rabbi Chaim Twerski &
Dr. Yaakov Freedman

"Growth through Adversity
-Maximizing the Trials &
Di�ﬁculties of Recent Times"
all lectures begin at 19:30

OUR
SPONSORS:

Upcoming Lectures
7 November
Rabbi Hanoch Teller
"Honourable Mentschen
-Character Development
based on Pearls from
Rabbi Twerski zt"l”

”

obligation to fulﬁll them.

8 December
Rabbi Daniel Myers
"The Synthesis of Torah & the
12 Steps Program"

F OR I N F OR M ATION CAL L : 05 3 -78 75 -800

5 January

Rabbi BenZion Twerski
"Let us Make Man-the making
of a Great Man”

Hosted by Beit Knesset Menorat Hamaor

DANTO FAMILY
FOUNDATION

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Preparations
Before
Shemitah
A well-known Rabbinic saying states that
“one who prepares prior to Shabbat will
eat on Shabbat” (Avodah Zara 3:a). Our
Sages meant to relay that in order to enjoy
and maximize the experience of Shabbat,
one must exert effort to prepare prior to
Shabbat. A similar idea can be applied to
shemitah. By performing the necessary
preparations prior to shemitah, one can
better maximize the observance of the
shemitah year.
Private gardens
There are certain preparations that must
be carried out prior to shemitah (see Chazon Ish 21:17). Tree branches that require
trimming must be trimmed prior to Rosh
Hashanah (Kedushat Ha’aretz 19:15). Planting grass also must be done prior to Rosh
Hashanah. Even though fertilization is
permitted under certain circumstances, if
possible one should fertilize prior to shemitah. In certain instances it is preferable
to use a granulated fertilizer called CRF
(control released fertilizer) which releases
nutrients gradually into the soil. In such a
fashion, one might not need to fertilize at
48

all during the year of shemitah (see Katif
Shevi’it p.190). Watering plants, flowers, and trees is permitted within certain
guidelines during shemitah (Moed Katan
2:b). It is recommended to increase the
interval between waterings for plants and
trees during shemitah (see Chut Shani 1:31
and Katif Shevi’it 10:7)). The irrigation and
watering systems (such as automatic sprinklers) should be set up prior to shemitah.
Jointly-owned gardens
In many apartment complexes in Israel,
buildings have gardens with trees, flowers, plants and even grass. The vaad bayit
(building committee) should review with a
rav and instruct the gardener what forms
of gardening are allowed. In a situation
where non-observant residents insist on
performing prohibited labor on shemitah
(such as planting new plants) observant
residents should attempt to dissuade them
from doing so (Kedushat Ha’aretz 23:27).
This may be done by explaining the halachic sensitivity of desecrating shemitah and
the fact that it is halachically prohibited to
fund such activities.
In the case that persuasion is ineffective,
authorities debate what should be done
in terms of contributing one’s payment
for gardening that transgresses the laws
of shemitah. Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv
(Kovetz Teshuvot 232) requires that people
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

relinquish ownership of their part in the
garden for the entire year of shemitah,
absolving the religious owner of responsibility for the transgression in working
the garden. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
(Shulchan Shlomo p.65) and Rav Ben-Tzion
Abba-Shaul (Ohr Litzion 1:16) maintain that
there is no need to relinquish ownership of
the land. The dispute is whether the obligation to keep shemitah is on the individual
and the land or just on the individual. In
other words, if the obligation to keep shemitah is also meant to guarantee that one’s
land isn’t worked, then one must relinquish ownership of the garden. However,
if the obligation not to work the land is only
on the individual and one is not required
to prevent the land from being worked in
all circumstances, then the lenient opinion
seems correct (see Ma’adnei Eretz 13:15).
Rav Auerbach and Rav Abba-Shaul both
mention that even though relinquishing
ownership is not required, one should
surely request that his monthly vaad bayit
payment should not be spent on the garden, but rather used for electricity, water,
gas or other utilities. In a case where there
is a specific payment for the garden from
all apartment owners, one should consult
with a rav.
Tosefet Shevi’it
A biblical mitzvah was observed in

Talmudic times to add on to the shemitah
year at the end of the sixth year (Such
as, to begin observance in certain areas
of shemitah from Rosh Chodesh Elul of
the sixth year). Following the destruction
of the Second Temple, Rabban Gamliel
ruled that there is no longer a mitzvah of
tosefet shemitah (adding on to shemitah)
as the obligation is only in effect when the
Beit Hamikdash is standing (see Rambam
Shemitah Veyovel 3:1-3). However, certain
authorities still maintain that one should
add a minimal amount to the observance
of shemitah (Derech Emuna 3:11). Those
poskim recommend that just before Rosh
Hashanah begins, everyone should accept
upon themselves the prohibitions of working the land. This custom should be done
shortly prior to candle lighting.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

For sale!

An Orchard Of Fruit Trees

Private land in Tabu,
58 dunams near
Rosh Pina
for only NIS 3.000000.
The cheapest price in Israel
FOR DETAILS - HAARETZ HERITAGE
COMPANY - 053-3456067
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Hand, Head
and Heart
ְך
֖ ָ ר־אנ ִֹכ֥י ְמ ַצ ּו
ָ ֲש
ׁ
ֶ ת ְבקֹל֔וֹ ְּככֹ֛ל א
֣ ָּ ְש ַמ ְע
ׁ
ָ ֹקיך֙ ו
ָ ְש ְב ָּת ַעד־ה’ ֱאל
ׁ
ַו
)ב:ׁש ָך׃(דברים ל
ֶֽ ַפ
ְ ׇל־ל ָב ְב ָ ֖ך ו ְּבכׇל־נ
ְ ֔יך ְּבכ
ָ ַה ּי֑וֹם ַא ָּת֣ה ו ָּב ֶנ
“And you will return (ad) to the Lord, your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul…” (Devarim 30: 2)
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik was intrigued
by the one, small, word in the above verse:
ad. He noted that there is a significant difference between the words ad and el. The
word el (“to”) means that I am going in a
specific direction and have not yet reached
my goal, while the word ad means that I
have already reached that goal.
The Rav cited two rabbinic teachings that
emphasize the uniqueness of the word ad in
this context. The Sages (Pesikta D’Rav Kahana 24) records the following conversation:
Israel said before the Holy One Blessed be
He: Master of the Universe! If we repent,
who testifies for us? He said to them: I will
testify for you, as it says [Hoshea 14:2].
“Return, Israel, unto [ad] the Lord your God
- the Lord your God is witness [ed].
The Talmud (Yoma 86a) brings a different
homily based upon the same verse: “Great
is repentance, for it reaches unto the throne
of glory, as it is written, “Return, Israel, unto
50

the Lord your God.”
In both cases the word ad (unto) intimates a
closeness and intimacy which is achievable
through the act of teshuva. The act of teshuva
must not only address subpar performance
or correcting a particular mistake but it
ought to enhance the repentant’s relationship with God. Within this framework the
Rav quoted the Rambam (Hilchot Teshuva
7:7) who speaks of the repentant sinner as
cleaving to the Shechina; one who repented
cleaves and is united with the presence of
God. (On Repentance, pp. 220-221)
The Rav often emphasized the experiential
or spiritual aspect of religious life. Albeit
“Halachic Man” is committed to meticulous
observance of every mitzvah he must also
be moved in his performance of mitzvot to
greater awareness of God and feeling His
presence.
Along similar lines the Rav offered the following incisive teaching: Judaism rests on
the three attributes of the individual, signified by the head, the hand, and the heart.
The head involves the intellectual discipline
inherent in Judaism. An ignoramus cannot
be a good Jew. The ideal of Talmud Torah
involves the highest levels of logic, the
ability to think abstractly, analytically and
conceptually. The learning of Torah is therefore nothing less than the sanctification of
the mind through intellectual struggle.
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The hand involves mitzvah performance.
Being vigilant in keeping mitzvot that are
difficult as well as easy sanctifies a person’s
hands.
The Rav then proceeded to note that
although one can find the first attributes
in abundance today, it is the third aspect
which is wanting among contemporary
Jews. The heart involves experiencing God
emotionally. “God desires the heart” (Sanhedrin 106b). One must feel the emotional
pull of the Ribbono shel Olam or, as William
James put it, “the presence of the Unseen.”
(Before Hashem, pp. 134-136)
God, the ultimate spiritual essence, was for
the Rav not merely something in which he
believed but a palpable presence which
hovered above his shoulders.
“There are times at night when I feel as if
someone [the Divine Presence] is standing
behind me, bending Himself to look over
my shoulder to peer into the Talmudic text
at the topic I am studying at that moment.”
(Rakefet Vol. 2, p.189)
Although one must approach Torah study
with the utmost seriousness and intellectual
rigor, the attainment of Torah knowledge
becomes a vibrant, engaging and invigorating experience which reaches into the
depths of the human personality:
“When a person delves into God’s Torah
and reveals its inner light and splendor ...
and enjoys the pleasure of creativity and
innovation, he merits communion with the
Giver of the Torah. The ideal of clinging to
God is realized by means of the coupling of
the intellect with the Divine Idea which is

077-2050015
052-2678749

Meir Golan

Meir
Golan

Oldwww.golan-realestate.net
Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95 sqm,
sukkah balcony, overwhelming panoramic view,

sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS

OldShabbat
Katamon: 4-room
apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy,
elevator,
private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS

Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130 sqm,

4 exposures,
elevator,
OldSukkah
Katamon:balconies,
Spacious 3-room apartment
in a very quiet street,
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small and quiet building 5,000,000 NIS
Katamonim: 4 room duplex, beautifully
architecturally renovated, large sukkah balcony,
master bedroom, 2,890,000 NIS
Arnona: Beautiful 5 room penthouse,
132 sqm + nice terrace, panoramic biblical view,
architecturally renovated, 2 parking, storage,
Shabbat elevator, 4,500,000 NIS
The Greek Colony: 3.5 room apartment possibility to turn into 4, high ceilings, 15 sqm
sukkah balcony, small building, 3,250,000 NIS
Ramat Denya: Half two-family, 6 room
158 sqm+attic, garden, terrace, balconies,
2 covered parking, very bright, view, potential
for significant expansion, 5,500,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 95 sqm, balcony,
elevator, 3 air exposures, 3,000,000 NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 65 sqm, bright, 1st floor,
elevator, parking, 1,950,000 NIS

sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS

embodied in rules, laws and traditions...
However, halakhic knowledge does not
remain sealed off in the realm of the intellect. It bursts forth into one’s existential
consciousness and merges with it... The
idea turns into an impassioning and arousing experience; knowledge into a divine
fire; strict and exacting halakhic discipline
turns into a passionate love burning with
a holy flame. Myriads of black letters, into
which have been gathered reams of laws,
explanations, questions, problems, concepts and measures, descend from the cold
and placid intellect, which calmly rests on
its subtle abstractions and its systematic
frameworks, to the heart full of trembling,
fear and yearning, and turn into sparks
of the flame of a great experience which
sweeps man to his Creator.” (“Al Ahavat
Ha-Torah,” pp. 410-411)
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Children
Hearing
Shofar
Blowing
Question: Must children hear shofar blowing, at what age, when, and how many?
Answer: As a rule, boys are obligated to
fulfill positive mitzvot on a Rabbinic level
from the age of chinuch (Sukka 42a), and
this includes shofar (Arachin 2b). (There
is a fundamental machloket whether the
child is himself obligated in the mitzva or
whether it is the father who is obligated to
make sure the child does the mitzva (see
Rashi and Tosafot, Berachot 48a).) Girls are
fundamentally exempt from shofar, as all
women are exempt from this time-based
mitzva (Kiddushin 33b). However, there
is much to consider about the details in
practice.
The gemara and Shulchan Aruch do not

Please Note:

Deadline for ads over the Chagim
* For the Yom Kippur/Haazinu/Sukkot/B’reishit
issue - ads must be in no later than Sunday, Sep. 5
please email or call Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org/ 02-5609125
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give an age for when children become
obligated. Rashi (Arachin 2b) invokes the
ages found in Yoma (82a) – opinions range
from 8-10, but Tosafot (ad loc.) argues that
that context, fasting on Yom Kippur, which
depends on physical ability, is irrelevant
to other mitzvot. Tosafot points out that
the gemara (Sukka 42a) gives potentially
different stages for different mitzvot – for
lulav, when he knows how to shake it; for
tzitzit, when he knows how to cloak himself in it; for tefillin – when he knows how
to stay clean with them on. An exact age
is not given, and for shofar, not even a
description.
Rav Shternbuch (Teshuvot V’hanhagot
II:281) raised a simple question: If the
mitzva is to hear shofar, then any boy who
can hear should be required to do so? Noting that we do not take babies to hear, he
posits that since kavana is required to fulfill mitzvot, a child would have to be able
to understand to hear because Hashem
commanded to do so. He identifies the age
as four or five. One can, though, analyze
the matter differently. A boy is obligated in
sukka from the age he does not need his
mother (Sukka 28a), even though he can
perform the mitzva earlier. Lulav requires
knowing how to shake it, even though
the mitzva is fulfilled by simply holding it
(Sukka 42a). The Netziv (ad loc.) explains
that the obligation is when a child can

TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

perform the mitzva in a manner appropriate for adults. For shofar, that probably
means that he can reasonably concentrate
on the sets of sounds coming from the shofar, which is somewhat older (Rav M. Willig
told me around six).
However, the minhag is that we try to have
even younger children come to hear shofar blowing. The main cut-off point is when
he can listen without disturbing (Mishna
Berura 587:16). (The formal obligation is
pertinent, impacting on how hard to try to
have him in shul then and when a child is
old enough to blow on behalf of children
who are Rabbinically obligated). This is
not surprising, as the minhag is to educate
children before the time that they are halachically obligated (see Halichot Shlomo,
Tefilla 22:20 regarding berachot). Also,
the minhag, which we consider proper, is
for girls to also be careful to hear shofar
blowing.
Although one can argue that the tekiot
during Musaf are the more prominent
ones, the accepted approach is that our
main fulfillment of the mitzva is with
the 30 blasts, with the berachot, before
Musaf (see Ha’amek She’ala 171:2). In fact,
women, or even men, who are unable to
be with a minyan all day suffice with 30
blasts, as the additional ones are related to
tefilla b’tzibbur (see Rama, Orach Chayim
592:2; our column, Rosh Hashana 5781).

Therefore, only to the extent that a child
is mature enough to take part seriously in
Musaf is he expected to hear the additional
sets of shofar. While the average child in
the 10-13 age range should be up to a full
day of davening (or close to it), the average
six-year-old is not and would likely disturb
(see Rama, OC 124:7 and Mishna Berura
124:28). For such a child, who will not be
there throughout davening, it is not critical
to hear those tekiot.
If an obligated child misses the tekiot in
shul, he should hear them elsewhere. In a
blowing just for children, it is better if one
of the [older] children makes the berachot,
but if they have trouble doing so, an adult
can do so for the obligated children (Chayei
Halevi V:52).
Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources,
methodology, and considerations behind
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SHIUR SPONSORS

Thursday, Aug 26 - Rabbi Taub’s Shiur was dedicated

in loving memory of our dear mother, grandmother
and great grandmother, Tova Feld a”h ח”י אלול תנצב”ה
Ziva & David Katz & Family

Monday, August 30th - Mrs Pearl Borow’s shiur
was sponsored by The Rimel Family in memory of their
mother, grandmother and greatgrandmother, Vicky Rimel,
Devorah bat Joseph Manas a”h on her 30th yahrzeit, 26 Elul
Wednesday, September 1- Rabbi Manning’s shiur

is sponsored by Miriam Marcus in loving memory
of her beloved Father, Mordechai ben Yehoshua Zvi z”l
on his 57th yahrzeit, 11 Tishrei 5725

Wednesday, August 25 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored by Rachel Steiner in loving memory of
Pearl Steiner a”h פריווע פנינה בת יואל הלוי ע”ה
on her 32nd yahrzeit - י”ט אלול
Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim
have been sponsored by a generous donor
Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an
aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l
and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

WORRIED ABOUT THE RISKS
TO YOUR VACANT ISRAEL
APARTMENT?
Let this experienced pensioner
give you peace of mind
I’m a modern Orthodox pensioner
with over 30 years of experience
in property maintenance. Recent
challenges have forced me to seek
a place to live as of October. I’ll be
extremely grateful for your chessed
in letting me live in your property,
and will be sure take the most
responsible care of it.
Find out more from:
pensionerneedsaplace@yahoo.com

OR 02-5606178 (voice message)

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a
refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS

02-970-1100
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SUKKOS
at the

Jerusalem Gardens Hotel & Spa
$

4,000

PER COUPLE
12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS

Sep. 19 – 30, 2021

ARRIVE BEFORE YOM KIPPUR

Sept 14-30

$4,999

Yom Kippur: SEP. 14 $275 PER COUPLE

Motzei Yom Kippur: SEP. 15 $145 PER COUPLE
Additional N ights: $168 PER COUPLE BB
Thurs – Sunday after Sukkos: $795
*Includes all Yom Tov Meals and Breakfast and Dinner on Chol Hamoed

ENTERTAINMENT

R’ YITZCHOK ADLER

SIMCHAS BAIS
HASHOEVAH

R’ CHANAN (ANTONY) GORDON

KUMZITZ CHEVRA

R’ ZEV LEFF
R’ YEHUDAH SILVER
R’ TZADOK SHMUEL SUCHARD
R’ MORDECHAI SUCHARD
R’ TZVI HERSH WEINREB

• Indoor pool, jacuzzis, sauna, steam room
spa & fully equipped fitness center
• Separate hours for men & women
• Walking distance to Central Bus
Station, Convention Center, “Chords
Bridge,” Israel Museum, Knesset

R’ GAVRIEL FRIEDMAN
MRS. TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ

• Suites with private sukkahs available

• Walking distance to Geula

featuring world renowned

PRESENTERS

Glatt Mehadrin
& Rabbanut Mehadrin
all year round.

with the

• One block from Light Rail
• 15 min. walk to Wolfson Towers

FOR MORE INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS
MIRIAM: 845-290-8710 • office@gatewaysonline.org
DAVID: 02-6558811 • groups@JeruGardens.com

www.JerusalemGardensHotel.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

The Father and
the Frozen Eggs

L

ast time we asked whether a man
who fathers a child through in-vitro
fertilization is considered the halachic father. There are poskim who claimed
that such a man is not the father and does
not fulfill his halachic obligation to procreate, since this is an unusual conception and
the natural connection between father and
child does not exist.
Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli thought differently
and brought a fascinating source that suggests the opposite, that the man does fulfill
his obligation to procreate and is considered the father in such a case.
The Gemara (Chagiga 14b) tells the story
of Ben Zoma who entered the Pardess, the
spiritual realm, and went crazy. Others
used this opportunity to ask him all sorts of
unusual questions, that a “regular” Torah
scholar would not be asked. One of the
questions was whether a pregnant virgin
could marry a Kohen Gadol. The Gemara
asks how is it possible that she is pregnant
and a virgin and one answer given is that
she got pregnant in the bath house. A man
entered the pool of water, emitted seed
and she subsequently immersed herself in
64

the water and became pregnant from that
seed.
This somewhat fanciful suggestion has
been used as a precedent for the discussion of fertility treatment, a case of remote
conception. The poskim discussed this case,
well before IVF was invented, and claimed
that the man would be considered the
father of any child conceived and would
have fulfilled his obligation to procreate.
Rav Yisraeli suggests that the husband
is considered the halachic father of the
fertilized eggs. He has as much claim to
ownership of the eggs as his wife, and
she would not be allowed to do anything
with the eggs without his permission. This
relates to the Nachmani case in which the
wife wanted to use the eggs against the
express wishes of her estranged husband.
Halachically she would not be able to do so.
But, if we extend this logic, the husband
would be considered the father of the child
conceived from these eggs even if the eggs
were used by another couple. He would
be able to make decisions regarding the
child and would be obligated to support
the child. The child would also be halachically obligated to honor him and would be
bound to follow the “father’s” wishes. This
could create very serious problems.
More on this next time.
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www.labriuthealth.com

LaBriut Specialty Health Center, located in RBSA, is recruiting additional medical

specialists to provide the residents of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Beit Shemesh, and all of central
Israel with the very best medical care available.
Medical providers are invited to use our beautiful and professional oﬃce for consulting
with private patients or kupot cholim patients during single sessions, or on a part-time to
full-time basis. We provide secretarial services and scheduling.

We invite Israel board certiﬁed medical providers in the following
specialties to consider this wonderful opportunity.
Family Practice Physician
Cardiologist
Pulmonologist (adult and pediatric)
Otolaryngologist (adult)

Endocrinologist
Urologist
Psychiatrist
Holistic Medicine Providers

For more information, email us at
labriuthealthcenter@gmail.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

What Is Preferable:
Produce From The Otzar
Beit Din Or Heter Mechirah?
This article is the view of Torah VeHa’aretz
Institute, and not necessarily the OU’s view.
Rav Avraham Shapira ztz”l favored
the otzar beit din system, in which the
farmers continue to work the land but
only engage in the activities permitted
by halachah during the shemitah year.
Consumers then buy their produce, the
farmers are paid for serving as agents of the
rabbinical court (beit din), and the consumers assist farmers who observe shemitah.
Both Rav Kook in his generation, and Rav
Shapira in his, also supported heter mechirah so that it could be employed by those
who needed it. On the other hand, they
continued to strongly encourage as many
farmers as possible to observe shemitah properly, without using leniencies
meant for extenuating circumstances.
They did not view this as a contradiction,
but instead, they had different halachic
positions with the same goal: strengthening Jewish agriculture in Eretz Yisrael and
helping Jewish farmers avoid violating
shemitah.
66

The advantage of otzar beit din
Today, when the agricultural burden falls
on the shoulders of a very small percentage of the population, it seems that the only
way to restore the mitzvah of shemitah is
through otzar beit din. This means that
since a small group of farmers must provide
produce for everyone in the State of Israel,
we must employ lenient halachic opinions
regarding the sale of shemitah produce. For
example, this shemitah produce is more
expensive than other types of produce, even
though the otzar beit din permits prices that
only cover the actual costs. (The high prices
are the result of the much higher expenses
involved in growing this produce.)
Nevertheless, this system is halachically
preferable to heter mechirah and certainly
to yevul nochri. The halachic leniencies
employed for heter mechirah serve to
uproot the mitzvah itself – letting the land
rest. Instead, the leniencies employed
by otzar beit din are connected only to a
secondary prohibition (namely, selling the
produce), which is a minor issue.
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Tefilla
Beyond
Words

our ability to truly let ourselves express
our innermost yearnings and emotions. On
Rosh Hashana, we have the opportunity to
pray to Hashem without words, to express
ourselves totally and completely through
the sound of Shofar.

T

The Baal HaTanya in his Likutei Torah
(quoted in the Rav Soloveitchik machzor
p.440) explains that the Shofar represents
an inarticulate shriek, the reaction of someone who is shocked out of complacency,
one who does not have the presence of
mind to compose a well-formulated prayer.
In other words, the shofar blasts have the
power to take our raw emotions and throw
them straight up to Shamayim.

he story is told of an ignorant shepherd boy who was passing by a shul
and heard the beautiful Tefillot emanating from within. He ran inside, excited
to join them. He was eager to connect to
Hashem through Tefilla. But he had a
problem – he didn’t know how to read and
didn’t know the words of any of the Tefillot.
So instead, he began to whistle. The other
congregants heard him whistling and got
very upset – they wanted to remove him
from the shul for his inappropriate behavior. The Rabbi of the shul turned to them
and exclaimed – “This boy’s whistling is
at least as precious, if not more, than the
other Tefillot that were recited here today!
His heartfelt whistling surely went straight
up to Shamayim!”
In this column, we have been exploring
the words of Tefillot HaShachar. This is
of course a very important endeavor as it
enables us to try and get the most out of the
morning Tefillot we recite on a daily basis.
But what this story illustrates is that while
the words of our davening are certainly
significant, they sometimes can impede
70

Rav Soloveitchik writes in Noraot HaRav
(Volume 1, p.161) that “the spoken word
often misrepresents thoughts; words do
not always accurately express a thought
but rather can alter it. Moreover, words can
mean different things to different people.
The Shofar, however, expresses unmediated emotion without the need for words.”
He explains that Shofar blowing is actually
considered a type of Tefilla, which we see
played out in the Halacha. The Rambam
in Hilchot Shofar 1:1 (based on Gemara
Rosh Hashana 26b) rules that a shofar
is required to be bent, and not straight.
Why? Because when one davens, he should
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daven with his eyes turned downwards,
as he bends his thoughts and is humble
before Hashem. Just as we humble ourselves in our Tefilla, the Shofar, which is
the conduit for a very special type of Tefilla,
must be bent and humble.
The beauty and simplicity of this special
type of Tefilla is captured in the famous
paragraph of  אוחילה לקלrecited by the
Chazan in the Rosh Hashana Mussaf.

דֹנָי-ֲא...ֲלה ִמ ֶּמנּ ּו ַמ ֲענֵה ָלׁשוֹן
ָ ֲח ֶּלה ָפנָיו ֶאְׁשא
ַ ילה ָל ֵאל א
ָ או ִֹח
’ּמה
ֵ  ְל ָא ָדם ַמ ַע ְר ֵכי ֵלב ו....ׂ ָפ ַתי ִּת ְפ ָּתח ו ִּפי י ִַּגיד ְּת ִה ָּל ֶת ָך
ְש
ֶיך ה’ צו ִּרי
ָ ְה ְגיוֹן ִל ִּבי ְל ָפנ
ֶ  י ְִהי ּו ְל ָרצוֹן ִא ְמ ֵרי ִפי ו.ַמ ֲענֵה ָלׁשוֹן
ֲלי
ִ וְגוֹא
I will put my hope in Hashem, I will beg of
Him, I will request of Him eloquent speech…
It is for man to arrange his feelings, but eloquent speech comes from Hashem. Hashem,
open my mouth so I can declare your praise.
The Chazan calls out to Hashem to help him
find the right words to express himself. In
other words, he is saying – I know what
I want to express, I feel my emotions so
strongly, I just need you to help me formulate those feelings. So too, when we blow
the Shofar, we too are saying to Hashem,
please just take our emotions. Eloquent
speech is beyond us, but please accept our

very deep feelings even if we cannot articulate them.
Ultimately though, there needs to be a
combination of feelings and words. Judaism is not a religion which espouses silent
meditation on its own. Our Tefilla, generally speaking, is made up of words. This
is because speech is what differentiates
man from animal. We therefore use the
special gift of speech that we were given
to communicate with Hashem. In the Rosh
Hashana davening, we start each section
of Malchyot, Zichronot, and Shofarot with
oral recitation. Only when we finish what
we want to articulate, do we then blow the
Shofar. Rav Soloveitchik writes that only
once we exhaust our verbal abilities, do we
then blow Shofar to indicate that there is so
much more that we need to communicate.
We ask Hashem to take the combination of
the two – our attempt at eloquence together
with our innermost thoughts, and accept
those with love. And so we end off the paragraph of  אוחילה לקלwith these words:

ֲלי
ִ ֶיך ה’ צו ִּרי וְגוֹא
ָ ְה ְגיוֹן ִל ִּבי ְל ָפנ
ֶ י ְִהי ּו ְל ָרצוֹן ִא ְמ ֵרי ִפי ו
May the words of my mouth and the
thought of my heart be accepted before
You, Hashem my Rock and Savior.

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

CALL

02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase

FOR SALE
BAKA BORDER-GERMAN COLONY
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE
216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING
6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION
QUIET OFF STREET, CLOSE TO MESILA
NIS 7,300,000

FORIN
RENT
LUXURY APT
CITY CENTER
IN3THE
NEVIIM
COURT
PROJECT
ROOM
APT IN
KATAMONIM
4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT
NEXT
TO MESILA
PARKSTORAGE,
ELEVATOR,
PRIVATE
PARKING,
3RD VIEW
FLOOR,
M. MOUNT OF
BALCONY WITH
TO65
THE
OLIVES,
AREA
FOR SUKKAH
4300
NIS/MONTH
NIS
4,450,000
IMMEDIATE
Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403

integrityrealestate.co.il

Great opportunity!

Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

10 dunams (10,000 square meters)
Private land in the Tabu near
Safed.

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

With great view of the Kinneret
Tiberias - and the Golan Heights
1.200.000 NIS only.
The project is already in the initial
process for future construction.
Directed and supervised by
Rabbi Moshe Keinan

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv
For more details -

*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.

OU ISRAEL CENTER

+972-53-3456067
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Real Life Rescues
Two Women Save Their Neighbour’s Life
After He Collapsed In Front Of His Children

1221

Talia Brauer and Tina Berkowitz, two United Hatzalah volunteer EMTs from the town of Ein
Hod, which is located in a remote area of the Hof HaCarmel region, saved the life of one of
their neighbours. The incident occurred when Talia received a phone call from a woman who
lives nearby alerting Talia that the woman’s husband was feeling ill. Talia dropped what she was
doing and rushed over to the person’s house. When she arrived, she found the man had already
collapsed. He had suffered a heart attack and was in the middle of a VF (ventricular fibrillation).
He had no pulse and was not breathing.
Tina, who also lives in the neighbourhood, received the alert from United Hatzalah’s dispatch
and command center and also rushed over to the address. Talia had begun CPR by the time that
Tina arrived so Tina immediately attached a defibrillator to the patient.
“The man is my neighbour. I see him all the time,” said Tina. “He was lying pulseless on his
floor. I attached a defibrillator to him and after receiving one shock, he woke up. Not only did he
regain a pulse, he even regained consciousness. It was like you see it on TV and it rarely happens
in real life,” Tina exclaimed. “The man is in his 60’s and still has some children living with him. He
has a history of cardiac issues. I am so thankful that God sent him back to us. He woke up after
one shock and the first thing he asked was ‘where are my children?’”. As the pair waited for the
ambulance to arrive, Tina went to console the wife and children and explain what had happened
in the hopes that it would help them calm down. “Everything will be alright now,” she reassured
them. Talia, the other medic, continued to treat the patient and made sure that he was stable
until the ambulance arrived.
Talia spoke about her part in the dramatic rescue. “When I arrived, the man was semi-conscious.
Together with his wife, I lowered him off of his chair and onto the floor and a few seconds later he
was unconscious. I began CPR and asked his wife to attach the defibrillator but she panicked. Tina
arrived and attached the defibrillator and a few seconds after we delivered one shock, the man
revived. When he came back he looked at me and said; “Thank you for saving my life.” I told him.
“The whole town still needs you. It isn’t your time to go.”
The patient, who wished to remain anonymous, thanked Talia and Tina for saving his life.
“When I felt ill, I knew that I was suffering a heart attack. I’ve had them before. I went into my
house, chewed some aspirin, told my wife to call Talia who is on the rescue team of the town,
and who I know is a United Hatzalah volunteer, and as soon as I was done drinking the water
with my aspirin, I collapsed. The next thing I knew, Talia
and Tina were leaning over me and I woke up with a
defibrillator attached to me. I want to thank Talia, Tina,
and United Hatzalah, for being there for me and saving
my life. The fact that Talia had a defibrillator on her was
what saved me because a person doesn’t come back
from ventricular fibrillation without a defibrillator.”
(Photo – illustration of two women UH volunteer
EMTs responding to an emergency)

74

TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

NEW! !חדש

מתחם בדיקות
קורונה וסרולוגי
United Hatzalah איחוד הצלה

Corona and Serological
Testing Station

Airport City בקרית שדה התעופה
Hagolan 1

 לוד איירפורט סיטי- 1 רח' הגולן
()צמוד למאפה נאמן
מאפה נאמן איירפורט סיטי

OPEN 24hrs

24/6 פתוח רצוף כל השבוע

United Hazalah Corona Tests
Airport City
FROM Saturday at 23:00 (11pm)
UNTIL Friday 13:00 (1pm)
•
Show up and get tested
- No appointments necessary

Serological Tests
Corona PCR Tests

23:00 ממוצאי שבת בשעה
13:00 ועד יום שישי בשעה
•
אין צורך בהזמנת תור
 באים ונבדקים-

₪ 249

בדיקה סרולוגית

₪ 269

בדיקת קורונה

 קבוצות ובדיקות בית,לפרטים והזמנות
For details and home testing or group bookings

PCR@1221.org.il
+972.2.6220.482

*9034
OU ISRAEL CENTER

75

THE DAILY BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR
PORTION

I

f I had not heard this story with the
names of actual people, I would never
have believed it. But Franny Weissman
shared with me the following tale that, in
fact, began more than 100 years ago and
ended yesterday:
"I came on aliyah from the United States
and got married to Evyatar, a native Israeli
whose grandmother's parents, along with
two of her siblings, were murdered at
Auschwitz. Ten of her siblings survived and nine
of them decided to make
aliyah together, but one
sister settled in the United
States, never telling anyone there she was Jewish.
She married a gentile, did
not even reveal to him her
identity, and announced
that after the Holocaust
she would not bring children into the
world. When her family tried to connect

with her, she ignored them. She and her
husband also left instructions to cremate
their bodies after their death. Over and
over again I heard the story of Aunt Adelle.
There are more than 350 family members
now in Israel, four generations, but she has
always been the one piece missing from the
puzzle.
Two years ago I was asked to go the United
States to find girls for an educational
program in Israel. I
agreed after my husband said to me: 'Even
if you bring just one
soul to Israel, it will be
a great success.' They
scheduled a lecture
tour for me throughout the United States,
and one of the lectures
was five minutes from
the home of Adelle in Florida. I could not
believe it. I arrived at her home, knocked

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST
Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis

Voted “Best Doctor” in the NY/NJ area 1999-2020 (Castle Connolly)
60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM

02-5635-673 WhatsApp + 972-58-563-5673
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on the door, and asked for Adelle Schwartz.
The housekeeper said that there was no one
there by that name, but then I understood
that she had changed her name. I entered
and saw someone who looked a lot like her
siblings. I connected them through a video
chat and they began to cry in Hungarian.
Even the housekeeper cried.

Even if your exiles are at the
end of the heavens, the Lord,
your God, will gather you
from there, and He will take
you from there
Before we parted, I clasped her hand and
said: 'Adelle, Hitler is finished. The war is
over, you have a huge family, you are not
alone. It's not important how far away you
are. You can always return. Don't allow Hitler to win. Come to Israel to be buried there,
at least.' We parted emotionally and kept
in touch. She who was born into a family
from which she went far away, and I who
joined this family after being born far away
from it.

from an American attorney that Adelle had
passed away at the age of 102. It turned out
that she changed her mind and instead of
being cremated, wanted to have a Jewish
funeral. We exerted ourselves to bring her
to Israel from which she had distanced herself her entire life. Yesterday at five o'clock
in the evening at Moshav Nir Etzion, her
funeral took place and she was buried in
the family plot. All of us were there and
it was one of the most formidable experiences of my life. We saw with our own eyes
the meaning of the following verse: Even if
your exiles are at the end of the heavens,
the Lord, your God, will gather you from
there, and He will take you from there.
(Deuteronomy 30:4) What had my husband
said to me? If you travel to the United States
and bring just one soul to Israel, it will be a
great success.'"
Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North America. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper
as most popular female media personality in
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the
50 most influential Jews in the world.

Two weeks ago we received notification

SHANA TOVA!
MAY WE ALL BE INSCRIBED
IN THE BOOK OF LIFE.
WISHING YOU A GREAT 5782!
NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Yoni Gelband
Modiin Area
Chapter Director
Why An Apple?
One of the most famous customs of Rosh
Hashana is dipping an apple in honey. We
all sing the songs and eat this dish every
year, but have you ever wondered what’s
so special about the apple? A sweeter fruit
or one of the  שבעת המיניםmight have been
a better choice but Chazal insisted that we
specifically eat an apple.
What makes an apple so unique?
For starters, an apple tree bears the stems
of its fruit before its leaves. Chazal on Shir
Hashirim tell us that Bnei Yisrael are compared to apples. Just as an apple tree bears
fruit before it’s leaves, Bnei Yisrael said
 נעשהand only after that נשמע. When we eat
the apple on Rosh Hashana we are essentially reminding ourselves of the greatness
of our ancestors and hope that their Zchut
will help us have a Shana Tova Umetuka.
Another special trait of the apple tree is the
fact that its leaves are the minority of the
tree and the fruit are the majority. We can

learn 2 key lessons from this act of nature.
The first lesson is how to set priorities. The
main object of each tree is to produce fruit,
the Ikar, whereas the leaves are the Tafel.
On Rosh Hashana we should always keep
our eyes on the Ikar, ask Hashem to focus
on our good deeds, and hope they compensate for our wrongdoings.
The second lesson is how to achieve goals.
In order to achieve any goal you need to
work hard consistently. Most trees work
hard only to produce fewer fruit than
leaves. On Rosh Hashana we ask Hashem
to give us the blessing of the apple tree, to
see more fruit for our hard work.
May we all have a Shana Tova Umetuka,
just like an apple in honey.

Ari Emmer
12th Grade,
Chashmonaim
Who Knew Simple
Food Could Enhance Our
Chag!
On Rosh Hashanah there is a tradition to
have a seder with symbolic food (simanim).
The word “simanim” literally means signs
or indicators that are meant to improve
circumstances.
Each food has a special bracha (blessing)
that is said in connection to the character
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of the food. Some of these foods include,
fish, honey, spinach, carrots, cabbage,
pomegranates, leaks, and dates. One example of how the blessing connects to the food
is the pomegranate. “May it be your will,
Hashem our G-d, the G-d of our forefathers,
that our merits increase as the seeds of a
pomegranate.” What this bracha is saying is that we want to be worthy of G-d’s
blessings and now should focus on how we
can make ourselves more worthy by what
we do. Each of these foods and blessings
connects us further to the power of tefillah
(prayers) on Rosh Hashana.
The first time I experienced a Rosh Hashanah seder was after I made aliyah. It was
not something that many Ashkenazi Americans do. We were by friends the first night
of Chag, and they brought out each food. As
we all said the brachot (blessings) together a
new tradition was introduced to my family.
All the different types of colorful foods
along with their meaningful brachot,
changed the way I looked at Rosh Hashana.
I was able to connect to the day a little
more by seeing how each food we ate
and each bracha we made connects us to
Hashem in order to push us to improve our
ways. I now look forward to participating
in this seder and appreciate how much it
enhances the chag. Although the Seder is
a minhag, it is something that I feel should
be a part of Rosh Hashana in all homes!
NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

  1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms +
guest bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking,
small machsan, asking 2,550,000 dollars
  3 rooms, 65m, first
floor, completely renovated, 3 air directions,
beautiful balcony. Asking price: 2,750,000nis.
Call Tami 050 5777712
Property Sales | New Projects | Rentals
Property Management | Land Sales
Commercial | International Sales

by stamelman & partners
www.israel-properties.com
Tel/WhatsApp IL +972 50 446 9515
Tel/WhatsApp SA +27 82 608 0168
trevor@israel-properties.com

בס״ד

MAXI BoX
Storage

Your place for extra space

053-7272-815
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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THE LAWS OF
ROSH HASHANA
Prepared
by Rabbi
Elyada
Goldvicht
Founder, Semichat
Chaver Program
Given the unique nature, again, of this
year’s Rosh Hashana davening, with many
people davening in smaller minyanim or
even ( ביחדותif they are in isolation), we
have compiled a step-by-step chronological
overview of the halachos that pertain to RH
(and specifically to RH during COVID). May
Hashem bless this upcoming year with
health, happiness and success for כלל ישראל
and the entire world! Shana Tova!

Erev-RH and
Both Nights of
RH
התרת נדרים
There is a custom based on the גמרא נדרים
): (כגto perform  – התרת נדריםnullification
of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter the
new year without violating the prohibition
of transgressing vows 1. Any three men

above Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a
Beis-Din and nullify  נדריםof others even if
they are relatives with one another and to
the one who is nullifying his vows.2 If you
do not understand the Hebrew it is best to
recite it in a language that you understand.3
One can perform  התרת נדריםover Zoom as
long as the three members of the Beis-Din
are sitting together and they see the person reciting the ( התרהi.e. his camera is
on).4 With regard to women, some say that
if she is married her husband should be her
messenger for  התרת נדריםand add the words
“and this is also for my wife”,5 while others
say that it is best for women to rely on the
 התרת נדריםof  כל נדריon YK.6

MIKVAH
The Rama writes that there is a custom
for men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.7
If one is in isolation or if there is no safe
place to go to the Mikvah one can take a
shower instead.8 The shower should be
long enough for 16 liters to be poured on

)מס’ יומא
2 ג-שו”ע סימן יו”ד רכח
3 ח-)חיי אדם (כלל קלח
4 Rav Schachter  אות ה#50- ’פסקי קרונה
5 שלח-)תשובות והנהגות (ח”א
6 י-)הליכות שלמה (פ”א
7 ד-תקפא
8 Rav Schachter  אות ד#50- ’פסקי קרונה

1

See  שערי תשובה סק”זbased on של”ה (תחילת
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one’s head.9

הדלקת נרות
Married women (as well as single men/
women at home)10 light candles for RH.11
The  ברכהrecited on both nights is “להדליק
”נר של יו"ט. Some women also have the custom to recite “ ”שהחיינוwhen lighting the
candles while others do not and rely on
the “ ”שהחיינוduring kiddush. One can follow their family custom.12 On the first night
of RH, one should light the candles before
שקיעה, though some have the custom to
light the candles when returning from shul
(but only from a preexisting flame).13 On
the second night of RH, Ashkenazim light
only after  צאת הכוכביםand only from a preexisting flame.14 Additionally, the candles
should not be prepared until after צאת הכוכ־
בים. Some Sephardim light before שקיעה, but
only from a preexisting flame.15 On both
nights, both Ashkenazim and Sephardim
recite the  ברכהbefore lighting the candles.16 As on the first night, some women
have the custom to recite a “ ”שהחיינוon
the second night, but ideally, they should
only recite the  ברכהif they will be eating a
new fruit that night or if they are wearing
a new dress that night. When reciting the
“ ”שהחיינוthey should have in mind that the
 ברכהshould incorporate RH and the new
9 כא-)מתחת יצחק (ח”ד
10 ב-שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג
11 Ibid. ’סעיף ה
12 ד-)שמירת שבת כהלכתה (מד
13 ב-)שש”כ (מד
14 ג-)שש”כ (מד
15 )חזון עובדיה (עמ’ קפב
16 )משנה ברורה (סימן רסג סקכ”ז

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?
Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.
In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.
Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in his life,
to learn of her caring, patience and happiness,
to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time
of darkness, and may her Neshama shine to
Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With
thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org

02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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fruit or the new dress.17 (If they have a new
fruit, they should wait for kiddush before
eating the fruit). After lighting the candles,
one is not allowed to blow out the match.18

GREETING A FRIEND
When greeting a friend on RH night and up
until  חצותon the 1st day of RH one should
say “ ”לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתםand to a woman
one says “”לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי. After that
time, one should only say “ ”חג שמחor “good
Yom Tov”.19 Some have the custom to say
“ ”לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתםon the second night
as well.20

KIDDUSH
The  ברכהof “ ”שהחיינוis recited on both
nights of RH. On Rosh Hashana of a שמיטה
year, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l
held that during the “ ”שהחיינוone should
have in mind to be grateful to Hashem for
the opportunity to fulfill all the mitzvos that
pertain to  שמיטהin the upcoming year.21 On
17
18
19
20
21
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מד-)שמירת שבת כהלכתה (מז
א-שו”ע סימן תקיד
ט ומשנ”ב שם-רמ”א סימן תקפב
)ט”ז (שם סק”ד
 דבר הלכה יט-)הליכות שלמה (תפילה פרק ד

the second night of RH, one should wear
a new garment or place new fruits on the
table before kiddush. When reciting the
“ ”שהחיינוone should have in mind that it
goes on both RH and the new fruit.22

סימנים
There is a custom based on the גמרא כרי־
). תות (וto eat specific fruits and vegetables
on RH as a good omen and prayer for the
upcoming year.23 The  סימניםare eaten after
washing one’s hands, reciting המוציא, and
eating bread.24 The  ברכת העץshould be
recited on a date (since it is from the שבעת
 המיניםand closest to the word “ ”ארץin the
verse) and if one does not have a date then
it should be recited on a pomegranate.25
If one does not have either, the ברכת העץ
should be recited on the apple. One should
say the “ ”יהי רצוןthat pertain to each fruit/
vegetable with Hashem’s name (i.e., “יהי רצון
לוהי אבותינו וכו-לוהינו וא-י א-)”מלפניך אדנ.26 After
reciting the  ברכת העץand the  ברכת האדמהon
22
23
24
25
26

כ-)הליכות שלמה (פ”א
שו”ע סימן תקפג
הליכות שלמה פ”א סקכ”ד
יז-)הליכות שלמה (פ”א
משנ”ב סימן תקפג סק”ב
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the first fruit/vegetable that you are eating,
you should only recite the “ ”יהי רצוןafter
tasting and swallowing the fruit/vegetable
in order that there is no  הפסקbetween the
 ברכהand the eating.27 When reciting the
אדמה/ ברכת העץyou should have in mind that
it cover all the other fruits and vegetables
of the סימנים.28 Most have the custom to have
 סימניםon the second night of RH as well.29

RH Day
SHOFAR
The Torah teaches us “”יום תרועה יהיה לכם
and the ): גמרא ראש השנה (לגderives that
the “ ”תרועהneeds to heard 3 times, with a
 תקיעהbefore and after it each time. Thus,
 מדאורייתאyou only need to hear 9 shofar
blasts. However, the Gemara is uncertain
as to the exact sound that the word “”תרועה
is referring to. It is either referring to what
we call a  תרועהtoday, what we call a שברים
today, or what we call a  שברים תרועהtoday.
Therefore, in order to make sure that we
27
28
29

Ibid סק”ד
יח-)הליכות שלמה (פ”א
א-)שערי תשובה (תקפג

Rare In Baka

Townhouse, about
220m, pastoral, in
a quiet side alley,
private elevator,
private entrance,
terrace, storage room, parking

7300000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

are fulfilling our biblical requirement we
blow a ( שבריםwith a  תקיעהbefore and after
it) three times, a ( תרועהwith a  תקיעהbefore
and after it) three times and a שברים תרועה
(with a  תקיעהbefore and after it) three
times.30 All of these blasts together total 30
sounds (including the sounds of the תקיעות
before and after each “30 .)” תרועהblasts
are blown before the Mussaf Amidah and
are called תקיעות דמיושב. Another 30 are
blown during the Amidah and are called
( תקיעות דמעומדsome locations blow 30 blasts
only during  חזרת הש"ץwhile some blow an
additional 30 during the silent Amidah as
well). There is a custom to blow another 40
(for those who did not blow 30 during the
silent Amidah) in order to blow a total of
100 blasts on RH.31
The congregation and the Shofar blower
should remain standing during the recital
of the  ברכהand during the actual Shofar
blasts.32 The  בעל תוקעrecites two blessings
before blowing the Shofar: “”לשמוע קול שופר
and “”שהחיינו. The  בעל תוקעshould have in
mind to be  מוציאthe congregation, and they

30
31
32

ב-)שו”ע סימן תק”צ (א
רמ”א סימן תקצו ומשנ”ב סק”ב
ב-א ומשנ”ב סק”א-שו”ע סימן תקפה

Caring for a Loved with
Memory Loss?
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with Ahron to support the hands of
Moshe Rabbeinu?
Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur
personified contrasting character traits.
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly
Personalfor
homeways
serviceto- 30create
years experience
looked
harmony
We also buy his
silverware,
gold & silver
coins! he was
among
people.
Indeed,
Please sendtome acompromise
picture to Whatsapp for
free own
appraisalsvalues
ready
his
Follow
Us in the
to achieve this goal, as we see
mail:
absaffran@gmail.com
On
Facebook
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur,

We buy your Gold & Silver

972-54-219-2428

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!
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Are you interested in a high-level
Gemara shiur in English on Zoom?
The shiur is given by Rabbi Hillel Ruvel
- Rosh Kollel at Yeshivas Beis Yisroel
in Neve Yaakov - from 4:30-5:30pm,
Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays. Zoom details are in Torah
Tidbits (see schedule). If you have
further questions, please contact Danny
Taragin, 052 8464249 (also whatsapp).

These two special people joined Moshe
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these
approaches
he to
implored
Hashem
to
should
have inas
mind
be יוצא.33 The
gabbay
have
mercy
on
His
people
and
vanquish
should announce that you are not allowed
Amalek,
physically
spiritually.
תקיעות.34 If you
to
speak until
the endand
of the

are walking or sitting at home and hear the
Shofar blasts from a shul nearby you fulfill
your obligation if you had in mind to be יוצא
because the  בעל תוקעhas in mind to be מוציא
Sale -hear.
Gorgeous
apartment
in Old
Katamonmin35
allForthat
Ideally,
the
outdoor
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm,
yanim
should
be spread
outbalcony,
in a manner
4 room
apartment
with Sukah
Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of
where
one
minyan
will not
hear
theTruly
shofar
character,
excellent
condition,
central
A/C
one
of a kind!
5,280,000nis
blasts
from
another minyan. If you do hear
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab
a house,
shofar
blast (total
fromabout
another
while
4 rooms,
160m),minyan
high standard
of
renovation,
Sukkah
porch, 2 fullyou
bathrooms
בעל תוקע
is blowing
need+toguest
have
your
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
inasking
mind
not be  יוצאwith the  תקיעותfrom the
$2,550,000
other minyan or you will not be יוצא.36
If you are blowing the shofar for another
and you already fulfilled your obligation,
the person being  יוצאshould recite the
 ברכותif he/she can.37 Sephardi women do
not recite the ברכה.38 You can blow for someone who is in isolation and in a different
room as long as you are blowing close to
the room.39 If you are blowing the shofar
 ביחידותyou should make sure not to blow

33 ט-שו”ע תקפט ח
34 לו- אגרו”מ או”ח ח”בas is the  הלכהin ג-תקצב
35 ט-שו”ע תקפט
36  ועיין שם בשו”ע וכן,ביה”ל סימן תקצ ד”ה כמתעסק
ח-בסימן תקפח ובמשנ”ב שם סק”ז
37 ו ומשנ”ב סימן תקפה סק”ה-רמ”א סימן תקפט
38 ו-שו”ע תקפט
39 משנ”ב סימן תקפז סק”ז

- Now learning Masechet Temura 86

TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH

in the first three hours of the day.40 Ideally,
one who is davening  ביחידותshould blow the
shofar before davening Musaf 41 and Musaf
should not be davened within the first 3
hours (of  )שעות זמניותfrom sunrise,42 but
no later than 7 hours43 (בדיעבד, Musaf can
be davened after the 7th hour). One who is
davening  ביחידותshould time his Amidah to
begin at the same time as his congregation.44

תשליך
After Mincha, there is a custom of תשליך,
where one goes to the river and recites
verses pertaining to  תשובהfrom ספר מיכה
)יט:(ז.45 There are various reasons for this
custom, including the fact that the מדרש
teaches that the  שטןtried drowning אברהם
in a river on the way to the  עקידהand we
want to remind ourselves of ’אברהם אבינוs
determination and devotion46 (and learn
from it). If there is no river nearby, you
cannot leave your house due to isolation,
you can recite it on water in a well47 or even
on a cup of water.48

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

משנ”ב סימן תקצא סקט”ו
ב-רמ”א סימן תקצב
ח-שו”ע סימן תקצב
סק”ג-משנ”ב סימן תקצה
סקי”ד-משנ”ב סימן תקצא
ב-רמ”א תקפג
משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח
כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל
71 ’)הליכות שלמה (פ”א ארחות הלכה הע
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הדלקת נרות לראש השנה Candle Lighting for RH
On each night of Rosh Hashanah two blessings are recited

ּבָ רּוְך אַ ּתָ ה ה' אֱֹלקינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם ,אֲ ֶׁשר ִקּדְ ָׁשנּו ּבְ ִמצְ ֹותָ יו וְצִ ּוָנּו לְ הַ דְ לִ יק נֵר ֶׁשל יום טוב.
וְה ִּגיעָ נּו לַ זְ מַ ן הַ ּ ֶזה
וְק ְּימָ נּו ִ
ּ ָברּוְך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱֹלקֵ ינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם ֶ ׁשהֶ חֱ יָנּו ִ
אֹותי וְאֵ ת ּ ַבעֲלִ י (וְאֵ ת ּ ָבנַי וְאֵ ת אָ בִ י וְאֵ ת
יְ ִהי רָ צֹון ִמ ְּלפָ נֶיָך ה' אֱֹלקי וֵאֹלקי אֲ בֹותַ יׁ ֶ ,ש ְּתחֹונֵן ִ
וְתזְ ְּכרֵ נּו ְּבזִ ּ ָכרֹון טֹובָ ה
וְת ּ ֵתן לָ נּו ּולְ כָ ל יִ ְש ׂרָ אֵ ל חַ ִּיים טֹובִ ים וַאֲ ר ִֻּכיםִ ,
ִא ִּמי) וְאֵ ת ּ ָכל ְקרֹובַ יִ ,
וְת ְפ ְקדֵ נּו ִּב ְפקֻ ּ ַדת יְ ׁשּועָ ה וְרַ חֲ ִמים ,וְתַ ְ ׁש ִּכין ְ ׁשכִ ינָתֶ ָך ְּבתֹוכֵ נּו ,וְ ז ּ ֵַכנּו לְ ג ּ ֵַדל ּ ָבנִ ים
ּובְ רָ כָ הִ ,
ּובְ נִ י ּ ָבנִ ים חֲ כָ ִמים ּונְ בֹונִ ים ,אֹוהֲ בֵ י ה' ,יִ רְ אֵ י אֱֹלקים ,אַ נְ ֵ ׁשי אֱמֶ ת זֶרַ ע ק ֹדֶ ׁשַ ּ ,בה' ְּדבֵ ִקים,
ּומ ִאירִ ים אֵ ת הָ עֹולָ ם ּ ַבּתֹורָ ה ּובְ מַ ע ֲִש ׂים טֹובִ יםּ ,ובְ כָ ל ְמלֶ אכֶ ת עֲבֹודַ ת הַ ּבֹורֵ א .אָ ּ ָנא ְ ׁשמַ ע
ְ
אֵ ת ְּת ִחנ ִָתיִּ ,בזְ כּות ָש ׂרָ ה וְרִ בְ קָ ה וְרָ חֵ ל וְלֵ אָ ה ִאּמֹותֵ ינּו ,וְהָ אֵ ר נֵרֵ נּו ֶ ׁש ּל ֹא יִ כְ ּ ֶבה לְ עֹולָ ם וָעֶ ד
ּשעָ ה ,אָ מֵ ן.
וְהָ אֵ ר ּ ָפנֶיָך וְנִ ָו ֵ ׁ

Greetings exchanged on the first night of RH, after Maariv
to one male:

לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to one female:

לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to males or mixed group (and commonly used for female plural too):

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
)"traditional" (but possibly obsolete?) for females (plural

לשנה טובה תכתבנה ותחתמנה לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
From the first morning of Rosh HaShana through Yom Kippur,
the traditional greeting is day

גמר חתימה טובה
TORAH TIDBITS 1435 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH
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RH NIGHT 1

6:21
6:39
6:40
6:36
6:38
6:38
6:38
6:38
6:38
6:21
6:37
6:28
6:36
6:37
6:37
6:37
6:39
6:38
6:31
6:35

RH NIGHT 2

HAVDALA

LIGHT CANDLES AFTER:

7:32
7:34
7:33
7:32
7:34
7:33
7:34
7:33
7:34
7:34
7:33
7:34
7:32
7:34
7:32
7:32
7:35
7:34
7:32
7:31

WITHOUT CANDLE OR BESAMIM

Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim
Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)

Beit Shemesh / RBS
Gush Etzion
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba

Modi’in / Chashmona’im
Netanya
Be’er Sheva
Rehovot
Petach Tikva
Ginot Shomron
Haifa / Zichron
Gush Shiloh
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel
Giv’at Ze’ev
Chevron / Kiryat Arba
Ashkelon
Yad Binyamin
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden
Golan

7:31
7:33
7:32
7:31
7:33
7:32
7:33
7:32
7:33
7:32
7:32
7:33
7:31
7:33
7:31
7:31
7:33
7:32
7:31
7:30

Reminder to light a 48 hour candle before Rosh Hashanah to provide
a flame for second night lighting. On the second night we light from a
pre-existing flame only and the match or helper candle should be put
down (in a safe place) to go out on its own.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Kiddush for leil Rosh Hashana

קידוש לליל ראש השנה

ַסבְ רִ י מָ רָ נָן וְרַ ּבָ נָן וְרַ ּבֹותַ יּ .בָ רּוְך אַ ּתָ ה ה' ,אֱֹלקינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם ּבֹורֵ א ְּפרִ י הַ ּ ָגפֶ ן.
וְרֹוממָ נּו ִמּכָ ל לָ ׁשֹון
ְ
ּבָ רּוְך אַ ּתָ ה ה' אלקינו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם ,אֲ ֶׁשר ּבָ חַ ר ּבָ נּו ִמּכָ ל עָ ם
וְקּדְ ָׁשנּו ּבְ ִמצְ ֹותָ יו ,ו ִַּתּתֶ ן לָ נּו ה' אֱֹלקינּו ּבְ אַ הֲ בָ ה אֶ ת יֹום (לשבת :הַ ַּׁשּבָ ת הַ ּזֶה וְאֶ ת
ִ
יֹום) הַ ּזִ ּכָ רֹון הַ ּזֶה ,יֹום (לשבת :זִ כְ רֹון) ְּתרּועָ ה (לשבתּ :בְ אַ הֲ בָ ה) ִמ ְקרָ א ק ֹדֶ ׁש זֵכֶ ר
לִ יצִ יאַ ת ִמצְ רָ יִ םּ ,כִ י בָ נּו בָ חַ רְ ּתָ וְאֹותָ נּו ִקּדַ ְׁשּתָ ִמּכָ ל הָ עַ ִּמיםּ ,ודְ בָ רְ ָך אֱמֶ ת וְקַ ּיָם לָ עַ ד.
ּבָ רּוְך אַ ּתָ ה ה' ,מֶ לֶ ְך עַ ל ּכָ ל הָ אָ רֶ ץ ְמקַ ּדֵ ׁש (לשבת :הַ ַּׁשּבָ ת וְ) יִ ְׂשרָ אֵ ל וְיֹום הַ ּזִ ּכָ רֹון:

Both nights:
וְה ִּגיעָ נּו לַ ְּזמַ ן הַ זֶה
וְק ְּימָ נּו ִ
ּ ָברּוְך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱֹלקינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ םׁ ֶ ,שהֶ חֱ יָנּו ִ

Kiddush for Rosh Hashana Day

קידוש ליום ראש השנה

(אֵ ּלֶ ה מועֲדֵ י ה' ִמ ְקרָ אֵ י קדֶ ׁש אֲ ֶׁשר ִּת ְקרְ אּו אתָ ם ּבְ מועֲדָ ם :וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר
מׁשה אֶ ת מועֲדֵ י ה' אֶ ל ּבְ נֵי יִ שרָ אֵ ל):
ֶ
ִּת ְקעּו בַ חדֶ ׁש ׁשופָ ר ּבַ ּכֶ ֶסה לְ יום חַ ּגֵנּו ּכִ י חק לְ יִ שרָ אֵ ל הּוא ִמ ְׁשּפָ ט
לֵ אלקֵ י ַיעֲקב:
ַסבְ רִ י מָ רָ נָן וְרַ ּבָ נָן וְרַ ּבותַ י:
ּבָ רּוְך אַ ּתָ ה ה' אֱלקינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עולָ ם ּבורֵ א ְּפרִ י הַ ּגָפֶ ן:
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The Rosh HaShana 'Seder' סדר ראש השנה
Customs for the night of Rosh HaShana vary from community to community and from
family to family. This page is provided as a set of suggestions for those who do not have a
fixed custom in their home. Nothing mentioned here is the final word on anything. If you
are in doubt about anything, check with your Rav.
After KIDDUSH, wash for HaMotzi and eat from the LECHEM MISHNEH. Some use honey
on the challa rather than salt. Some use salt for the HaMotzi and then take another piece
of challa with honey. After challa with honey, say:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שתתחדש עלינו שנה טובה
ומתוקה
It is appropriate to respond to Y’HI RATZON statements of others with AMEIN, as they are
bracha-like.
Since the fruits and vegetables to be eaten as part of the SEDER LEIL ROSH HASHANA are
not “normal” components of a meal, they are not covered by the HaMotzi, and need their
own brachot, which should be said in accordance with the "rules of brachot" - as follows...
Among the fruits of trees, one should say the bracha on the fruit with the highest priority:
[1] Olive, [2] Date, [3] Grape, [4] Fig, [5] Pomegranate, [6] your favorite among fruits not
of SHIV’AT HAMINIM, [7] a whole fruit, rather than a piece, [8] larger piece. This list does
not imply that all these fruits [1]-[5] are part of your Leil Rosh HaShana Minhag; the full
list of priorities is provided to cover any situation.

. בורא פרי העץ,ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם
Among vegetables, make the bracha on what you like best. Between HaEitz and HaAdama,
HaEitz will usually be said first, unless you have a HaAdama that you like better than any
of the fruits, in which case, HaAdama will precede HaEitz (even over 7-Minim).

. בורא פרי האדמה,ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם
If one or more fruits require a Shehechiyanu, they will be covered by the Shehechiyanu
of Kiddush, if they are on the table at the time. Otherwise, one additional Shehechiyanu
should be said (even if there are more than one fruit that “need” it).
When all brachot are taken care of, many eat a slice of (sweet) apple dipped in honey. The
Y’HI RATZON above can be repeated for the Apple & Honey.
From this point on, whichever of the items on the next page that you have - to eat
(or even to just be on the table), say the appropriate Y’HI RATZON.
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This list follows no particular order:
For RUBIYA (black-eyed peas):

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שירבו זכויותינו
For KARTI (leek):

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שייכרתו
שונאינו

For SILKA (beets or mangold):

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שיסתלקו
אויבינו

For DATES:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שייתמו
שונאינו

For KARA (type of squash, pale green):
גזר some say this for carrots - play on words

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שיקרע גזר
דיננו ,ויקראו לפניך זכויותינו

For POMEGRANATE:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנרבה
זכויותינו כרימון

If one eats FISH on Leil Rosh HaShana, say the following:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנפרה ונרבה
כדגים ושלא תהא עין הרע שולטת בנו כדגים הללו שאין עין
הרע שולטת בהם

Some place the HEAD of a ram or fish on the table and say:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנהיה לראש
ולא לזנב

If one eats the meat of a sheep (preferably a ram), he says:

יהי רצון שתזכר לנו אילו של יצחק
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OU ISRAEL CENTER

תשליך Tashlich
, where one goes to the river and recites versesתשליך After Mincha, there is a custom of
.1 There are various reasons for this custom includingספר מיכה (ז:יט)  fromתשובה pertaining to
 in a river on the way toאברהם  tried drowningשטן  teaches that theמדרש the fact that the
’s determination and devotion2אברהם אבינו  and we want to remind ourselves ofעקידה the
(and learn from it). If there is no river nearby, you can recite it on water in a well3 or even
on a cup of water4.

ִמי קל ּכָ מֹוָך נֹושא עָ ֹון וְעֹובֵ ר עַ ל ּפֶ ַׁשע לִ ְׁשאֵ רִ ית נַחֲ לָ תֹו ל ֹא הֶ חֱזִ יק לָ עַ ד אַ ּפֹו ּכִ י חָ פֵ ץ חֶ ֶסד הּוא :יָׁשּוב
יְ רַ חֲ מֵ נּו יִ כְ ּבֹוׁש עֲֹונֹותֵ ינּו וְתַ ְׁשלִ יְך ּבִ ְמצֻלֹות יָם ּכָ ל חַ ּט ֹאתָ םִּ :תּתֵ ן אֱמֶ ת לְ ַי ֲעק ֹב חֶ ֶסד לְ אַ בְ רָ הָ ם אֲ ֶׁשר נִ ְׁשּבַ עְ ּתָ
לַ אֲ בֹותֵ ינּו ִמימֵ י קֶ דֶ ם:
אתי קּה עָ נָנִ י בַ ּמֶ רְ חַ ב קה ה' לִ י ל ֹא ִאירָ א מַ ה ַּיעֲשה לִ י אָ דָ ם ה' לִ י ּבְ עֹוזְ רָ י וַאֲ נִ י אֶ רְ אֶ ה בְ שנְ אָ י
ִמן הַ ּמֵ צַ ר קָ רָ ִ
טֹוב לַ חֲ סֹות ּבַ ה' ִמּבְ ט ֹחַ ּבָ אָ דָ ם טֹוב לַ חֲ סֹות ּבַ ה' ִמּבְ ט ֹחַ ּבִ נְ דִ יבִ ים:
ירּו-לֹו ֣ ִׁשיר חָ ֑ ָדׁש
֖
הֹודּו לַ ה' ּבְ כִ ּנ֑ ֹור ּבְ ֥ ֵנבֶ ל ֝עָ ׂ֗שֹור ז ְַּמרּו-לֽ ֹוִֽׁ :ש
יקים ֽ ַּבה' ֝לַ יְ ָׁש ֗ ִרים נָא ֥ ָוה ְת ִה ֽ ָּלה֣ :
רַ ּנְ נ֣ ּו ֭צַ ּדִ ִ
ּומ ְׁש ֑ ָּפט ֥ ֶח ֶסד ה' מָ לְ ֥ ָאה
ֲׂשהּו ּבֶ אֱמּו ֽ ָנה֭ :א ֹהֵ ב צְ דָ ֣ ָקה ִ
ל-מַ ע ֗ ֵ
רּועהִּֽ :כי-י ֥ ָָׁשר ּדְ בַ ר-יְ ה ֑ ָוה וְכָ ֝
יטיבּו ֝ ַנ ֗ ֵּגן ּבִ ְת ֽ ָ
הֵ ֥ ִ
הֹומֹותִֽ :יירְ ֣אּו ֭מֵ ה'
הָ ֽ ָארֶ ץּ :בִ דְ ֣ ַבר ה' ָׁש ֣ ַמיִ ם ַנע ֲׂ֑שּו ּובְ ֥רּוחַ ֝ ֗ ִּפיו ּכָ ל-צְ בָ ֽ ָאםּ :כ ֹ ֣ ֵנס ּ֭כַ ּנֵד ֣ ֵמי הַ ֑ ָּים נ ֖ ֵֹתן ּבְ א ֹצָ ֣רֹות ְּת ֽ
תּ-גֹוים ֝הֵ ֗ ִניא
ִ֑
ּוא-צִ ֗ ָּוה ַו�ֽ ַּי ֲע ֽמ ֹד :ה' הֵ ֥ ִפיר עֲצַ
ּכָ ל-הָ ֑ ָארֶ ץ ִמ ֥ ֶּמּנּו ֝ ָיג֗ ּורּו ּכָ ל-י ְֹׁש ֥ ֵבי תֵ ֽ ֵבלִּ ֤ :כי ֣הּוא אָ ֣ ַמר ַו ֑ ֶּי ִהי ֽה ֝
אֱֹלקיו הָ ֓ ָעם | ּבָ ֖ ַחר
עֹולם ּתַ ֲע ֑מ ֹד מַ ְח ְׁש ֥בֹות ֝לִ ּ֗בֹו לְ ֣ד ֹר ָו ֽד ֹר :אַ ְׁש ֣ ֵרי ֭הַ ּגֹוי אֲ ֶׁשר-ה' ֑
מַ ְח ְׁש ֥בֹות עַ ִּֽמים :ע ֣ ֲַצת ה' לְ ֣ ָ
כֹוןׁ-שבְ ּ֥תֹו ִה ְׁש ֑ ִּגיחַ ֖ ֶאל ּכָ ל-י ְֹׁש ֣ ֵבי הָ ֽ ָארֶ ץ :הַ ּי ֣ ֵֹצר
ִ
לְ נַחֲ ֣ ָלה לֽ ֹוִ ֭ :מ ָּׁשמַ יִ ם ִה ֣ ִּביט ה' ֝רָ ֗ ָאה ֽ ֶאתּ-כָ לּ-בְ ֥ ֵני הָ אָ ֽ ָדםִֽ :מ ְּמ
ב-חיִ ל ּ֝גִ ּ֗בֹור ֽל ֹא-יִ ּנ ֥ ֵָצל ּבְ רָ בּֽ -כ ֹחַ ֶׁ ֣ :שקֶ ר ֭הַ ּסּוס
נֹוׁשע ּבְ רָ ֑ ָ
ין-הַ ּמֶ לֶ ְך ֣ ָ
יהםֵ ֽ :א ֭
ֲׂש ֽ ֶ
֣ ַיחַ ד לִ ֑ ָּבם ֝הַ ּמֵ ֗ ִבין אֶ לּ-כָ ל-מַ ע ֵ
ּיֹותם
ילֹו ֣ל ֹא יְ מַ ֽ ֵּלטִ :ה ֤ ֵּנה ֣ ֵעין ה' אֶ ל-יְ רֵ ֑ ָאיו ֽ ַל ְמיַחֲ ֥ ִלים לְ חַ ְס ּֽדֹו :לְ הַ ֣ ִּציל ִמ ֣ ָּמוֶת נ ְַפ ֑ ָׁשם ּ֝ולְ חַ ֗ ָ
ׁשּועה ּובְ ֥ר ֹב ֝חֵ ֗
לִ ְת ֑ ָ
י-בֹו יִ ְׂש ֣ ַמח לִ ֑ ֵּבנּו ֤ ִּכי בְ ֖ ֵׁשם קָ דְ ׁ֣שֹו בָ ֽ ָט ְחנּו :יְ ִֽהי-חַ ְסּדְ ָ֣ך ה'
ּבָ רָ ֽ ָעבַ ֭ :נ ְפ ֵׁשנּו ִחּכְ ֣ ָתה ֽ ַלה' עֶ זְ ֖ ֵרנּו ּומָ גִ ֣ ֵּננּו ֽהּואּ :כִ ֭
עָ ֑ ֵלינּו ּ֝כַ אֲ ֗ ֶׁשר יִ ֥ ַחלְ נּו ֽ ָלְך:
ל ֹא יָרֵ עּו וְ ל ֹא י ְַׁש ִחיתּו ּבְ כָ ל הַ ר קָ דְ ִׁשיּ ,כִ י מָ לְ אָ ה הָ אָ רֶ ץ ּדֵ עָ ה אֶ ת ה' ּכַ ּמַ יִ ם לַ ּיָם ְמכַ ִּסים:
ל-נְ הָ ֗רֹות יְ כֹונְ ֽ ֶנהָ ִֽ :מיַ -יע ֥ ֲֶלה
י-הּוא עַ ל-י ֣ ִַּמים יְ ָס ֑ ָדּה וְעַ ֝
לֹואּה ּ֝תֵ ֗ ֵבל וְ ֣י ֹ ְׁשבֵ י ֽ ָבּהּ :כִ ֖
ּומ ֑ ָ
לְ דָ ֗ ִוד ֫ ִמזְ ֥מֹור ֭ ֽלַ ה' הָ ֣ ָארֶ ץ ְ
ר-ל ֥ ָבב אֲ ֤ ֶׁשר | ל ֹא-נ ֣ ָָׂשא לַ ֣ ָּׁשוְא (נפשו) נ ְַפ ֑ ִׁשי וְ ֖ל ֹא נִ ְׁש ֣ ַּבע
יָ -יקּום ּבִ ְמ ֥קֹום קָ דְ ֽׁשֹו :נְ ֥ ִקי כַ ֗ ַּפיִ ם ּוֽבַ ֫ ֵ
ּומ ֝
בְ הַ ר-ה' ִ
לְ ִמרְ ֽ ָמה :יִ ֣ ָּׂשא ֭בְ רָ כָ ה מֵ ֣ ֵאת ה' ּ֝וצְ דָ ֗ ָקה מֵ אֱֹלקי יִ ְׁש ֽעֹוֶ ֭ :זה ּ֣דֹור (דרשו) ּד ֹרְ ֑ ָׁשיו ְמבַ ְק ֨ ֵׁשי פָ ֖ ֶניָך ַי ֲע ֣ק ֹב ֽ ֶסלָ ה:
רמ”א תקפג-ב
משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח
כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל
)הליכות שלמה (פ”א ארחות הלכה הע’ 71
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עֹולם וְ֝ י ָ֗בֹוא ֣ ֶמלֶ ְך הַ ּכָ ֽבֹודִ ֥ :מי ֶזה֮ ֤ ֶמלֶ ְך הַ ֫ ָּכ ֥בֹוד ה' עִ ּז֣ ּוז וְגִ ּ֑בֹור ה' ּגִ ּ֥בֹור
יכם וְ֭ ִֽהּנ ְָׂשאּו ִּפ ְת ֣ ֵחי ֑ ָ
אׁש ֗ ֶ
ְׂש ֤אּו ְׁשעָ ֨ ִרים | ֽ ָר ֵ
עֹולם וְ֝ ָיב ֹא ֣ ֶמלֶ ְך הַ ּכָ ֽבֹודִ ֤ :מי ֣הּוא ֶזה֮ ֤ ֶמלֶ ְך הַ ֫ ָּכ ֥בֹוד ה' צְ בָ ֑אֹות
יכם ּ֭ו ְׂשאּו ִּפ ְת ֣ ֵחי ֑ ָ
אׁש ֗ ֶ
ִמלְ חָ ֽ ָמהְׂ :ש ֤אּו ְׁשעָ ֨ ִרים | ֽ ָר ֵ
֤הּוא ֖ ֶמלֶ ְך הַ ּכָ ֣בֹוד ֽ ֶסלָ ה:
אֱֹלקינּו וֵאֹלקי אֲ בֹותֵ ינּו מֶ לֶ ְך רַ חֲ מָ ן רַ חֵ ם עָ לֵ ינּו ,טֹוב ּומֵ ִטיב ִהּדָ רֵ ׁש לָ נּוׁ ,שּובָ ה אֵ לֵ ינּו ּבַ הֲ מֹון רַ חֲ מֶ יָך ּבִ גְ לַ ל
וְּׂש ְּמחֵ נּו ּבְ ִתּקּונֹו,
יתָך ּכְ בַ ְּת ִחילָ ה וְכֹונֵן ּבֵ ית ִמ ְקּדָ ְׁשָך עַ ל ְמכֹונֹו ,וְהַ רְ אֵ נּו ּבְ בִ נְ יָנֹו ַ
אָ בֹות ֶׁשעָ ׂשּו רְ צֹונֶָךּ ,בְ נֵה בֵ ְ
וְהָ ֵׁשב ְׁשכִ ינ ְָתָך לְ תֹוכֹו ,וְהָ ֵׁשב ּכ ֹהֲ נִ ים לַ עֲבֹודָ תָ ם ּולְ וִּיִ ים לְ ִׁשירָ ם ּולְ זִ ְמרָ ם ,וְהָ ֵׁשב יִ ְּׂשרָ אֵ ל לִ נְ וֵיהֶ םּ ,ומָ לְ אָ ה
הָ אָ רֶ ץ ּדֵ עָ ה אֶ ת ה' לְ יִ רְ אָ ה ּולְ אַ הֲ בָ ה אֶ ת ִׁש ְמָך הַ ּגָדֹול הַ גִ ּבֹור וְהַ ּנֹורָ א אָ מֵ ן ּכֵ ן יְ ִהי רָ צֹון
ּכָ ל ּכְ לִ י יּוצַ ר עָ לַ יִ ְך ל ֹא יִ צְ לָ ח ,וְכָ ל לָ ׁשֹון ּתָ קּום ִאּתָ ְך לַ ִּמ ְׁשּפָ ט ּתַ רְ ִׁשיעִ י ,ז ֹאת נַחֲ לַ ת עַ בְ דֵ י ה' וְצִ דְ קָ תָ ם מֵ ִא ִּתי
נְ אֻם ה':
ל ֹא יָרֵ עּו וְ ל ֹא י ְַׁש ִחיתּו ּבְ כָ ל הַ ר קָ דְ ִׁשיּ ,כִ י מָ לְ אָ ה הָ אָ רֶ ץ ּדֵ עָ ה אֶ ת ה' ּכַ ּמַ יִ ם לַ ּיָם ְמכַ ִּסים:
אתיָך ה' :ה' ִׁש ְמעָ ה ּבְ קֹולִ י ִּת ְהיֶינָה אָ זְ נֶיָך קַ ּׁשֻ בֹות לְ קֹול ּתַ חֲ נּונָיִ :אם עֲֹונֹות
ִׁשיר הַ ּמַ עֲלֹות ִמּמַ עֲמַ ִּקים ְקרָ ִ
ּוִיתי ה' ִקּוְתָ ה נ ְַפ ִׁשי וְלִ דְ בָ רֹו הֹוחָ לְ ִּתי :נ ְַפ ִׁשי
ִּת ְׁשמָ ר קּה ה' ִמי ַי ֲעמ ֹדּ :כִ י עִ ְּמָך הַ ְּסלִ יחָ ה לְ מַ עַ ן ִּתוָרֵ אִ :ק ִ
לַ ה' ִמּׁש ְֹמרִ ים לַ ּב ֹקֶ ר ׁש ְֹמרִ ים לַ ּב ֹקֶ ר :יַחֵ ל יִ ְּׂשרָ אֵ ל אֶ ל יה' ּכִ י עִ ם ה' הַ חֶ ֶסד וְהַ רְ ּבֵ ה עִ ּמֹו ְפדּות :וְהּוא יִ ְפּדֶ ה
אֶ ת יִ ְּׂשרָ אֵ ל ִמּכ ֹל עֲֹונֹותָ יו:
֗ ִׁשיר ֽ ַל ֫ ַּמע ֲ֥לֹות אֶ ֣ ָּׂשא ֭עֵ ינַי אֶ ל-הֶ הָ ֑ ִרים ֝מֵ ֗ ַאיִ ן ָי ֥ב ֹא עֶ זְ ִֽרי֭ :עֶ זְ רִ י מֵ ֣ ִעם ה' ֝ע ֹ ֗ ֵׂשה ָׁש ֥ ַמיִ ם ו ֽ ָָארֶ ץ :אַ ל-יִ ֣ ֵּתן לַ ּ֣מֹוט
יֹומם
ֹומר יִ ְׂשרָ ֽ ֵאל :ה' ׁש ְֹמ ֑ ֶרָך ה' ֝צִ ּלְ ָ֗ך עַ לַ ֥ -יד יְ ִמי � ֶנָֽךָ ֗ :
יׁשן ׁ֝ש ֗ ֵ
אָ -ינּום וְ ֣ל ֹא יִ ֑ ָ
לָ -ינ֗ ּום ֽׁש ֹ ְמ ֽ ֶרָךִ :ה ֣ ֵּנה ֽל ֹ ֭
רַ גְ ֑ ֶלָך אַ ֝
ּובֹואָך ֝ ֽמֵ עַ ֗ ָּתה
את ָ֥ך ֑ ֶ
ל-רע ֝יִ ְׁש ֗מ ֹר אֶ ת-נ ְַפ ֽ ֶׁשָך :ה' יִ ְׁשמָ ר-צֵ ְ
הַ ֥ ֶּׁשמֶ ׁש ֽל ֹא-י ֗ ֶַּכּכָ ה וְ י ֥ ֵָרחַ ּבַ ֽ ָּליְ לָ ה :ה' יִ ְׁשמָ רְ ָ֥ך ִמּכָ ֑ ָ
ד-עֹולם:
ָֽ
וְעַ
Say this pasuk 7 times

לְ עֹולָ ם ה' ּדְ בָ רְ ָך נִ ּצָ ב ּבַ ָּׁשמַ יִ ם:
יקין ֶׁשּבֶ אָ רִ יְך דִ זְ עֵ יר יִ כְ ּבְ ׁשּו
יׁשא דְ עַ ִּת ִ
יְ ִהי רָ צֹון ִמּלְ פָ נֶיָך עַ ל יְ דֵ י הֲ אָ רַ ת ִּתיּקּונִ ים עַ ִּתיקָ א קַ ּדִ ָ
וְתּתֶ ן לָ נּו
וְת ְתנַהֵ ג עִ ּמָ נּו ּבְ ִמּדַ ת הָ רַ חֲ ִמיםִ ,
רַ חֲ מֶ יָך אֶ ת ּכַ ע ְֲסָך ,וְ ָיּג ֹלּו רַ חֲ מֶ יָך עַ ל ִמּדֹותֶ יָךִ ,
וְקּיּום ִמצְ ֹותֶ יָך לַ עֲׂשֹות רְ צֹונְ ָך ,אָ מֵ ן וְכֵ ן יְ ִהי רָ צֹון:
חַ ּיִ ים אֲ רּוכִ ים וְטֹובִ ים ּבְ עִ ְסקֵ י ּתֹורָ תֶ ָך ִ

Tzom Gedalia is observed the day after Rosh Hashana:
3rd of Tishrei, Thursday September 9th
The fast begins at 5:06am
The fast ends at 7:11pm
)(These times are for Yerushalayim
Have an easy and meaningful fast.
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Shacharit
andand
Musaf
for Rosh
Hashanah
for those
Shacharit
Musaf
for Rosh
Hashanah
for
Davening Alone
those Davening Alone
Prepared by the Rabbinical Council of America based on the rulings of Rav Hershel Schachter and
Rav Modechai Willig.

Regular Font, Bold (required tefillot)
Italic (discretionary)
*Kaddish, Barkhu and Kedushah are not recited without a minyan

Preliminaries

Shir shel Yom/Le-David
Adon Olam/Yigdal
Birkot ha-Shachar
Akeidah/Korbanot
Rabbi Ishmael

Pesukei de-Zimra

Mizmor Shir Hanukkat ha-Bayit
Pesukei de-Zimra
Ha-Melekhh
Shokhen Ad-Yishtabah
Shir ha-Ma’alot

Koren

Artscroll

Birnbaum

262-264
267-26
271-293
293

180
184-188
188-216
214-216

53/55
59-63
63-87
83-87

297
301-345
347
347-349
349

220
222-260
262
262-264
264

133
135-167
169
169
171

352
997/1031
355-357
363

266, 268-276
278-282
284

171, 173-183
183-185
187-189

365-379

286
288-296

189-191
191-201

381-395

296-304

201-209

431-433
Koren

435
Artscroll

225-227
Birnbaum

Shaharit

*Some may skip the piyyitum in
Birkot Keriyat Shema
Barukh attah Hashem…
Or Olam, Melekh
Ha-Me’ir la’Aretz
Titbarakh Tzureinu - melo kol
ha’aretz…
Kevodo Ihel
Ve-ha-Hayyot / Ve-ha-Ofanim –
Ga’al Yisrael
Amida (Quiet)

No Hazarat ha-Shatz

*While an individual praying alone has
no obligation to recite any of the piyyutim
from Hazarat ha-Shat”z. One may,
however, recite them if desired.

Hashem melekh
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Le-Kel Orekh Din 1
Avinu Malkeinu

435
719-723

330
384-388

261
271-275

467-483

402-426

287-299

737-749

402-426

299-309

757
759
761
761-763
763-765

432
434
436
436-438
438-440

315
315
317
317
319-321

515-549 / 771803

448-468

327-347

561-565
565-575
581-585
587-589
637

476-480
480-484
490-492
494-496
532-534

355-357
361-363
367-371
373
405-407

807
809-817
821-825
871-873
877-879

538
538-542
546
582
586-588

261
361-363
367-371
405-407
409-413

883-885

590-592

415

Keriyat ha-Torah

*Although not required, it is good to
review the Torah and Haftarah
readings.
Torah and Haftarah Readings
- Tuesday
-

Wednesday

Tekiyat Shofar

La-menatzei’ah
Min ha-meitzar
Birkot ha-Shofar
30 Blasts of the Shofar
Ashrei

Musaf
Amidah

No Hazarat ha-Shatz

*While an individual praying alone has no
obligation to recite any of the piyyutim from
Hazarat ha-Shat”z. One may, however, recite
them if desired.

Va-yehi be-Yeshurun melekh
U-netaneh Tokef
Ha-Ohez be-yad midat ha-rahamim
Ve-ye-e-tayu
Hayom te-amtzeinu (without the
concluding berakhah)

Day 2

La-Kel Orekh Din
U-netaneh Tokef
Ha’ohez be-yad (see FN 8)
Ha-yom (see FN 9)
Ein Ke-Elokeinu / Pittum haketoret
Aleinu

1

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah Le-Kel Orekh Din is recited during Musaf.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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with trepidation. Being close to Him and
He close to us is a haunting experience.
Hence, the trop of Rosh Hashana is itself
haunting.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
The Torah Reading of Rosh
Hashana is read with a
unique nusach, a stirring
melody. During the year we
have a number of different musical trop used for public reading:
there is one trop or tune during the year
for Torah reading, a different one for
the Haftorah and different ones for the
Megillot. The different trop, or tunes, convey meaning. G-d speaks to man, Reveals
Himself to man in different ways. Torah
is one form – direct. The Prophets is different – through visions. And Ketuvim, the
Writings, is too a different communication
– it is inspiration, Divine inspiration. The
different forms of communicating with
man are expressed by using different melodies in their reading.
The trop for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is a haunting one. The different trop
reflect different moods of revelation. The
Torah trop is in the major key – G-d’s
speaking to man is strong and solid. The
haftorah trop is in the minor key – for
many of the prophecies are harsh and
critical and many have yet to take place.
On Rosh Hashana we view ourselves
closer to the King, more intimate, in the
Holy of Holies as it were. This closeness
is both wonderful and scary, joyful and
98

DAY 1
The Torah reading for the first day is
Genesis, Chapter 21, v. 1-34. This chapter
describes the birth of Yitzchak, the insistence of Sarah to send Yishmael away,
and Hagar and Yishmael’s near death in
the desert before being saved. It concludes
with a pact made between Avraham and
Avimelech in Beer Sheva.
1st aliya (Genesis 21:1-4).The
promise made to Avraham and
Sarah is granted and Yitzchak is
born. In describing the birth, the phrase
“as He said” appears 3 times in the first 2
verses. That is the reason this is read on
Rosh Hashana. The theme Zichronot is not
just that G-d remembers, but that He does
what He promises, acts on what He says.
He granted to Sarah the child that He
promised.
2nd aliya (21:5-12) Sarah says “all
who hear of this birth will
laugh”. Hence Yitzchak. Jewish
history begins with the incredulous. A
laugh, expressing how incredulous this
birth is. Sarah knew not how incredulous
our history would truly be.
Sarah demands that Hagar and Yishmael be sent off, for Yitzchak alone is our
future. While Avraham does not like this,
Hashem tells him that Sarah is correct,
for Yitzchak is the Jewish future. While
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we value all people, Jewish destiny is different, our people are different and our
covenant with G-d is different.
3rd aliya (21:13-21) Avraham
awakens early to send Hagar
and Yishmael away. They go to
Beersheva. She cannot bear to see the
death of her son, an angel calls to her that
her son is saved as G-d heard the voice of
the child; he too will be a great nation. She
opens her eyes and sees water and they
drink. He grows and becomes an archer.
This is a parallel story to the Akeda we
will read tomorrow. Early in the morning,
journey off, with a son, near death, the
angel calls, her eyes are open.
There is a universal theme of Rosh
Hashana, of all of G-d’s creation. There are
great nations. Like Yishmael. But the parallel to the story of Yitzchak and the Akeda
is to highlight the difference. There are
many great nations. Yishmael becomes
a great warrior archer. But Yitzchak will
carry on the covenant. There is only one
Jewish people.
4th aliya (21:22-27) Avimelech
makes a pact with Avraham
because “G-d is with you in all
you do”. This too is a promise fulfilled.
Avraham was promised he would have a
great name. His fame has come to be. G-d
promises and fulfills those promises.
5th aliya (21:28-34) They call the
name of the location Beer sheva
from the word oath, or pact.
This too is to convey contrast: Avimelech
and Avraham create a pact, but theirs is an

Experienced . Respectful
Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+

Zoom / Phone Interviews
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com
058.328.2283

Long term rental in Rechavia

Newly renovated apartment –
City Center, Jerusalem
Ground floor with a few steps, easily accessible,
near Great-Synagogue, 2 bedrooms, 1 en-suite
+ separate family bathroom.
Strictly kosher kitchen, large living area.

Photos available upon request via email:
ams@avracon.ch
or contact: +41 79 404 7982

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades
www.ashleywilde.co.il
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earthly pact; lurking in the background of
people making covenants, is the far more
weighty and cosmic covenant of a pact with
the Divine.

DAY 2
The Torah reading is the 24 verses of Genesis, Chapter 22. This story, Akedat Yitzchak,
the binding of Isaac is the most dramatic
expression of how far man is willing to
go in his allegiance to G-d. It is a complex
story. But the simplicity of the story, the
deep and unswerving commitment of
Avraham is majestic. The story concludes
with the ram, caught in the thicket by its
horn; the shofar we use for Rosh Hashana.
1st aliya (Genesis 22:1-3) G-d
tests Avraham: Take your beloved
son and offer him as an offering.
Avraham awakens early, gets up and goes
with his assistants, with Yitzchak and with
the wood.
The drama of the story is belied by the strikingly simple wording: hineni, here I am, he
woke up early, got up and went to do what
G-d requested. The absence of any dialogue, of any questions, of challenge to G-d,
of discussion with Sarah, of explanation to
Yitzchak is striking. This simplicity drives
the message of the simplicity of Avraham’s
loyalty to G-d. For this terribly complex
story is at its root quite simple. This simplicity is a Rosh Hashana theme. We live
in a terribly complicated world; we have
many unanswered questions, theological
questions, many challenges and confusion.
But at some very deep and profound level
100

we are simple in our devotion. Like the shofar – no words, just a simple call from way
deep in our souls.
2nd aliya (22:4-8) They arrive at
the place. The assistants stay
back. Avraham and Yitzchak
walk, together. Yitzchak inquires as to
where the offering is. Avraham responds
that G-d will provide the offering. And they
walk together.
They walk together. This togetherness is
ironic – for Avraham knows he is to sacrifice Yitzchak, while Yitzchak does not know
this. Or perhaps he does. Maybe he really
is together with Avraham. While Avraham
is tested, Yitzchak is too. Yitzchak’s role as
the willing offering is dramatic. And as the
father of the Jewish people he expresses the
image of the Jew as nearly destroyed, but
surviving.
3rd aliya (22:9-14) Avraham
builds the altar, arranges the
wood, places Yitzchak on the
altar and takes the knife to slaughter his
son. The angel interrupts; instructing him
not to slaughter his son, or do a thing, for
now we know you would not withhold
even your son from Me. Avraham sees the
ram and offers it in place of his son. He calls
the place “G-d will see, yireh” and it is
called the mountain in which G-d is seen
(Har HaMoriah).
What more can be said of this powerful and
dramatic moment. The mountain is named
“He sees” and “He is seen”. 2 directions: He
sees us, we see Him. The story told Him a
lot about Avraham. He saw Avraham not
just profess faith, but be faithful. And the
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story tells us a lot about Him. What we cannot perceive in Him remains mysterious:
why did He do this. We see and know little
of His ways. But at the same time there is
something we do see: His mercy and His
faithfulness to us. That was clear to see.
He saved Yitzchak and He saved Avraham
from a treacherous moment. The why
remains mysterious; but the loyalty to us is
displayed brilliantly.
4th aliya (22:15-19) The angel calls
to Avraham a second time. He is
told that G-d swore that if Avraham did not withhold his child, that he and
his children would be blessed, would be a
blessing and would be a great people.
This too is a Rosh Hashana theme. The
Creation of the world was an expression
of Divine desire for a partner in man. The
choosing
of Avraham
was
more
intimate
and our next
step will
beato
plant
a fruit
expression
of
Divine
desire
for
a
specific
tree. I never thought of myself as being
the
partner
in
man.
And
the
expression
of
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling
blessing
to
the
Jewish
people
is
a
further
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has
expression
of our unique
been truly euphoric.
Iy”H,covenant.
when we Rosh
plant
Hashana
is
not
only
the
majesty
of
G-d
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow
but
the
majesty
of
man.
We
are
partners
one day, I think we will be able to truly
with
the King.
reaches
to us, creates
appreciate
thatHe
unique
Kedusha
foundus,
in
chooses
us,
instructs
us,
blesses
us.
What a
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!
majestic mandate – the partners, the intiTo conclude,
buy your Tu B'shvat
mate
partnerwhen
of theyou
King.
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried
5th aliya
(22:20-24)
Avraham
is
apricots and
banana
chips imported
from
told
that
his
brother
has
a
full
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh
family
descendants
produce and
buyofyourself
some including
nice juicy
Rivka.
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank
Hashem
bringingis you
this land
in
The
next for
generation
nowtoready
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לאכול
order
be able
to מטובה
up
thisto
great
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RABBI BARUCH
Emeritus, The BAYT Toronto
TAUB Rabbi
OU Israel Faculty

Holydays Or
Holidays?

I

am writing these words just after Tisha
B’Av.
I want to pose a question.

The 17 th of Tammuz, the three weeks (Bein
Hametzarim), Tisha B’Av, a total of 21 days.
Before we turn around Elul, Rosh Hashana,
the Aseret Yemei Teshuva and Yom Kippur
a total of 40 days.
Not to mention the mourning period of
Sefirat Haomer, another 49 days.
Throw in Ta’anit Esther and the fast 10th of
Tevet for good measure.
Please do the math - a total of 102 days!
That is almost 1/3 of our 354 lunar year or

CHESED FUND

ותשובה ותפילה וצדקה מעבירין את רע הגזרה
With the advent of the Yamim Nora'im,
please open your hearts and assist the
needy to make Yomtov.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund" and send to

365 solar year.
What exactly does the Almighty want from
us?
Can’t we relax a little bit without all this
mourning and repentance (Teshuva)!?
How about a Holiday instead of a Holyday?
We of this COVID generation who for 1 1/2
years have been experiencing an unprecedented period of anxiety know the answer.
We know it because we have basically been
asking the same question: what does the
Almighty want from us? He wants to get
our attention and He did!
Via the High Holyday season He truly
wants us to enjoy life, celebrate Simchas,
smile and be happy. But the Torah designed
these 112 days in order to remind us that
there is also a serious dimension to life
which should not diminish our Simcha but
expand its meaning.
These 112 days are designed to “get our
attention” and to encourage us to focus
on the TOTAL picture of “ivdu et HaShem
BESIMCHA” (serve HaShem with joy).
These days are designed to remind us of
the bigger picture.

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or donations can be brought to the
OU Israel Center.
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GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies

Classes will resume on Sep 12
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

We have been gifted by a loving G-d the
ability to live a meaningful life with Torah
and mitzvot. A life that provides the opportunity of bettering ourselves spiritually as
individuals, in our communities and as
the entire enterprise of Am Yisrael, Torat
Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael. Therefore from
time to time we must be reminded of what
we as a people are missing such as the Beit
Hamikdash. (By the way in its absence we
are lacking 270 of the 613 mitzvot) !
The challenge is to utilize these final 10
days from Rosh Hashana through Yom
Kippur to thank Him for this opportunity. A proper application of the meaning,
message and mitzvot of these days are
designed to recalibrate the real definition
of living a joyous life.
Make no mistake about it the Almighty
wants us to be happy and enjoy life to the
fullest. He just wants us to realize that the
joy and happiness will come by living a rich
spiritual life.
Ketiva Vechatima Tova. Happy Holyday/
Holiday!

GASTROENTEROLOGY
PRACTICE IN JERUSALEM
MOSHE RUBIN, MD
FORMER DIVISION CHIEF AT NEW YORK PRESBYTERIAN-QUEENS AND
FACULTY MEMBER AT CORNELL AND COLUMBIA UNIVERSITIES.
CASTLE CONNOLLY “BEST DOCTOR” AND NY TIMES “SUPERDOCTOR”
PROVIDING EXPERT CONSULTATION, COLONOSCOPY, UPPER
ENDOSCOPY AND SMALL BOWEL ENTEROSCOPY
PRIVATE PATIENTS: TEL. 02-5454041
MACCABI: TEL. 02-5060390
SHAARE ZEDEK: TEL. 02-6666116
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KI
TEITZEI
VAYEILECH
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of
RCA Israel Region
Vayeilech is the shortest Parsha in the
Torah. The entire parsha is one chapter of
just 30 verses.
1st aliya (Devarim 31:1-3) Moshe
goes. And speaks to the entire
people. I am 120 years old. I will
not bring you into the land; G-d will lead
you. And Yehoshua will lead you.
Moshe emphasizes that no leader is indispensable. G-d leads. Yehoshua will take
his place as leader but as a partner to the
Divine.
The parsha is called Vayeilech because of
the first word. Moshe went. Where did
he go? The Ibn Ezra said he went to each
tribe to inform them that he would not be
leading them, that he is about to die and to
bless them. Moshe’s gracious leave taking
is precious; I have done what I have done.
It is now time for Yehoshua to lead the next
chapter.

2nd aliya (31:4-6) G-d will do for
you as He did with Sichon and
Og. Be strong and firm, do not be
afraid or worried; G-d will be with you. He
will not let go of you or leave you.
The couplets are instructive. Moshe repeats
the need to be strong, not to worry and that
G-d will not abandon you. The doubling of
expressions is Moshe’s way of saying that
this won’t be easy. Don’t think that the covenant with the Divine makes life a walk in
the park. While He is with you, you need
to be active participants in your own fate.
3rd aliya (31:7-9) Moshe called
Yehoshua, and in front of the
entire people charged him to be
strong and of good courage. For G-d will be
with you; He will not abandon you, so be
not afraid. And Moshe wrote the Torah and
gave it to the bearers of the Aron.
Moshe encourages Yehoshua a lot – be
chazak, strong, and amatz, mighty. Don’t
be afraid. Although Moshe just said the
exact same thing to the people, he assures
Yehoshua of success. Moshe is addressing
Yehoshua’s fears. For although there is a
promise to the Jewish people, who knows
if I, Yehoshua, are deserving to be their
leader. Maybe I am unworthy. That is the
healthy humility that every leader should
display. Who am I to lead this great people?
4th aliya (31:10-13) Hakhel:
Every 7 years, during Sukkot,
when all Israel gathers, read this
Torah, so all will learn to have awe and
observe the Torah.
After encouraging Yehoshua, Moshe writes
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down the Torah and we learn the mitzvah
of Hakhel – public reading of the Torah
every 7 years. And although Hakhel is a
meaningful mitzvah, its appearance here
is curious. Moshe is transitioning. He is
taking leave. Yehoshua is being invested.
Why stick in the Mitzvah of Hakhel, of
reading and teaching the people to fear
G-d? Perhaps, and this is conjecture,
the Mitzvah of Hakhel is not to teach the
people but to teach the King. The King is
to read the Torah in front of the people.
Perhaps this is the Torah’s version of the
7 year itch. Leaders, businesses, institutions often move in 7 year cycles. After 7
years, take stock. Where are you? Where
are you going? Are you on track? Moshe
is instructing Yehoshua. You are to lead
the people. To be a servant of G-d. Lots
will happen as leader that may make you
overly confident, haughty, maybe fearful,
pessimistic. Every 7 years, take the Torah
and read it; take stock, publicly. Reboot in
front of all the people. When they see that,
what a lesson by example. They too will
reboot to be servants of the people and of
G-d.
5th aliya (31:14-19) G-d calls
Moshe and Yehoshua. A cloud
appears. He says: this people will
seek idols and abandon my covenant. I will
leave them. I will hide my Face from them
and they will feel I have abandoned them.
I will surely Hide Myself from them. Write

בס"ד

"We just stayed in this
kosher short term rental
and could not have been
happier! The
apartment was perfect
size for our needs and
clean. And the location
was convenient to all
Jerusalem. Highly
recommended!!!"
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visit our website:
www.katamonrental.com
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this song. Teach them this, so it shall be testimony for them.
This aliya turns rough. This is now not
Moshe speaking, but G-d speaking to
Moshe and Yehoshua. The Jews will rebel.
And Hashem will withdraw, will leave the
Jews subject to whatever calamities befall
them. The greatest theological mystery is
contained in this one verse: “I will hide My
Face from you.” Chilling. And it is repeated:
I will surely hide My Face. The greatest
theological challenge, posed in our time
by the unfathomable tragedy of the Holocaust, must grapple with this Divine eclipse
– Hiding His Face. When and why does He
Hide His Face? The Torah states it but does
not explain it. And while Jewish history is
replete with tragedies, seemingly moments
of this Divine eclipse, at least in our time
we are warmed by the opposite: we who
have returned to His land are warmed by
the Shining of His Face upon us.
6th aliya (31:20-24) I will bring the
people to the Land, but they will
respond to their success with
rebellion. Let this song be at the ready for
when this occurs. Moshe wrote the song,
teaching it to the people. He charged
Yehoshua again to be strong.
Moshe would again seem to be generous to
Yehoshua. As if to say, “when things turn
ugly, don’t take the blame. All you can do is

lead. Whether the people follow or whether
they rebel is not your doing. Be strong.”
Generosity to the next leader, doing all to
help them succeed is the sign of a leader
who leads not for his own ego, who would
not want the next guy to be better than him,
but is the sign of a leader who leads as a
servant of the people, only wanting their
success. 		
7th aliya (31:25-30) Moshe commanded the Leviim to place the
Torah on the side of the Aron, as
a permanent testimony. For, I know this
people and they are stubborn and cantankerous. Gather all the leaders so I can
charge them, for I am sure that following
my death, there will be disloyalty. And
Moshe spoke the words of the song to the
people.
The song Moshe keeps referring to would
seem to be Haazinu, the next parsha. History will have its share of surprises. But
there will be sweeps of history that while
tragic and full of suffering, need not be
theological crises. At the dawn of our
history we are already expecting the unexpected, facing history with a sober sense of
success and challenge.

STATS
52nd of the 54 sedras; 9th of 11 D’varim
Written on 72 lines in a Torah (rank: 53)
3 Parshiyot; 2 open, 1 closed
30 p’sukim - ranks 54th (11th in D’varim)
553 words - ranks 53rd (10th in D’varim)
2123 letters - ranks 53rd (10th in D’varim)
Shortest sedra in number of p’sukim; longest p’sukim in the
whole Torah

MITZVOT
2 positive mitzvot
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CONNECT TO SUKKOS

AND TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE

THE FESTIVAL OF SUKKOS,
with its mitzvah of the Four
Species, stands at the apex
of our yearly
spiritual journey.
WE MAY FEEL INTUITIVELY
that there is something
deep, pivotal, and beautiful
about this mitzvah but have
difficulty articulating to
ourselves just what it is.
LIVING LULAV takes the
reader on a journey to the
depths of this seemingly
mystifying mitzvah,
discovering that it reaches
the deepest aspects of our
being — our capacity for joy,
our affinity for true beauty,
and our desire for authentic
vibrancy — and, in doing so,
effects a paradigm shift in
our perception of Torah and
mitzvos and what they are
designed to accomplish.

VISIT US ONLINE AT MOSAICAPRESS.COM
Mosaica Press books are available for purchase online or at your local Jewish bookshop.
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For all information, early bird special savings, sample program,
registration forms and prices, write Nachum at
Nachum@jewishdestiny.com or call 0544-54-36-18

If you order now, you can still save on any of
Rabbi Wein's hundreds of lectures in the last 7
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delivered to your email and phone.
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