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Just for Not 
Being Happy?
"תחת אשר לא עבדת את ה’ אלקיך בשמחה ובטוב 

לבב מרב כל. )דברים כח:מז("

“Because you did not serve Hashem, 
your God, with happiness and with 
gladness of heart, when [you had an] abun-
dance of everything. (Devarim 28:47)”

After citing several atrocities, the Torah 
provides a reason why these calamities will 
befall Am Yisrael: “Because you did not 
serve Hashem, your God, with happiness 
and with gladness of heart.” Is it possi-
ble that we can be punished so severely 
because we did not serve Hashem joyfully? 
If one fulfills all 613 mitzvot but without 
a smile, is he deserving of such harsh 
punishment? 

The Ohr Hachayim Hakadosh, in per-
haps one of his most famous lines (some 
copies of his commentary on the Torah 
quote this line on the cover), explains 
the concept of “simcha” as follows: Based 
on the pasuk ושמחת בכל הטוב  - “happiness 
from all the good” (Devarim 26:11), he pos-
its that this relates to the entire Torah. If 

people would comprehend the sweetness 
of the Torah, they would fulfill all the pre-
cepts of the Torah wholeheartedly, and 
not be swayed by their desires for physical 
pleasures.   The evils of the tochacha befall 
upon us when we perform Mitzvos out of 
routine without appreciating their awe-
some nature and value. 

Alternatively, based on the interpreta-
tion of simcha earlier in the parsha, we can 
derive an important lesson here as well. 
When one brings bikkurim, the first fruits, 
the term simcha appears as we stated 
above ושמחת בכל הטוב. The following pasuk 
(Devarim 26:12) relates to ma’aser that we 
are to provide to Shevet Levi, and to the 
poor and underprivileged. Rav Aviner in 
Tal Hermon suggests that after bringing 
one’s bikkurim and expressing gratitude 
for one’s produce, true simcha can only 
be obtained by sharing the wealth with 
others.  That is why the mitzva of ma’aser 
follows the mitzva of bikkurim. 

This is consistent with the Rambam’s 
opinion expressed in Hilchos Shabbos and 
Yom Tov 6:18 where he describes simchas 
yom tov as follows: 
ליתום  לגר  להאכיל  חייב  ושותה  אוכל  כשהוא 

ולאלמנה עם שאר העניים האמללים. 
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When one partakes in the Yom Tov 
seuda, he should be sure to feed the convert, 
orphan and widow along with other less for-
tunate individuals.  

In other words, according to the Ram-
bam, the mitzva of simcha on Yom Tov 
requires that one share the experience with 
others. Based on this interpretation, we can 
explain the punishment for not worship-
ping Hashem “b’simcha” as not caring for 
the underprivileged. True simcha has to be 
shared with others. One cannot sit in his 
daled amos and expect to fulfill all of his 
obligations. Part of being a good Jew means 
being concerned with the well-being of 
others. Personally fulfilling all 613 mitzvos 
while ignoring the needs of others, is not 
Ratzon Hashem. Tragedies will ensue if we 
focus on ourselves and ignore the necessi-
ties of those around us.  

As we approach the Yamin Noraim, let’s 
take a moment to consider the hardships 
experienced by those around us. To con-
template what we can do to enhance the 
simchas Yom Tov of those less fortunate.  
May we be zoche to spread the joy and 
be blessed with a healthy and happy new 
year! 
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CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK - Great 
investment! Nice 3.5 rooms, first floor, 
renovated, with a pinuy binuy process to double 
the value of the apartment. 2,080,000 NIS
BAKA, GOOD DEAL! - New penthouse, 4 rooms, 
104m, Shabbat elevator, 30m of sukkah 
balconies with view, master bedroom, bright, 
2,950,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON - Nice 5 rooms, 108m neto, 
stone  building, Shabbat elevator, balcony with 
view, 3 directions, for renovation, with potential, 
quiet , parking, exclusive, 3,750,000 NIS
PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON -  
In a picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance and elevator,  
80m terrace, renovated, quiet, 2 parkings, rare!
GERMAN COLONY - Unique Property! Plot of 
more than dunam, permit to build a great house  
with pool, huge garden, ground floor of Arabic 
style house, high ceilings, prime location. Rare!
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