
52     TORAH TIDBITS 1434 / KI TAVO

OU Israel’s Jack E. Gindi Oraita Youth 
Center in Ariel ran a powerful program 
aimed to keep teens from getting into 
trouble with the police. “It is important 
for teens to look at the police differently” 
– Yaden Cohen, Branch Director

Summer vacation can be a challenging time 
for teenagers who often find themselves 
without productive activities to occupy their 
time. Sometimes, particularly in the at-risk 
neighborhoods we work in, this means 
they cross the line and find themselves at 
the police station or 
even with a crim-
inal record that 
could hold them 
back in the mili-
tary and in their 
life in general. One 
of the goals of the OU Israel Youth Centers 
is to keep teens out of trouble by occupying 
their time productively and teaching them 
the importance of responsibility. In order to 
further this goal, our Oraita Club in Ariel ran 
an innovative joint program with their local 
police force. 

Among the Oraita Club’s summer activi-
ties and as a part of the Mila Project (Israel 
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Police for Youth), local community police 
officers prepared a fascinating day of activ-
ity through which Oraita members learned 
about the work of the police, how it assists, 
and about cooperation between the teens 
and the community police officers. The day 
was led by Yaden Cohen, Branch Director of 
the Oraita Youth Center in Ariel, and com-
munity policeman Yinon Tabib, who went to 
a lot of trouble to make the day work.

Pavel Pulav, the Deputy Mayor of Ariel, and 
community police representatives honored 

the event with 
their presence 
and spoke to 
the members 
about taking 
responsibility 
in the summer 

and taking advantage of this time off. At the 
end of the day, the officers gave each Oraita 
member a gift and said they hoped that the 
only encounters with the police in future 
would be like this.

"It was a very interesting day," said Oraita 
member Naama Harari. "Before we saw 
police officers as people we should keep 
away from or as people whose whole job 

OU Israel Around the Country:  
Before, we saw police officers as people we should keep away from...

RACHELI AMAR NINIO
Director of Education and Development



OU ISRAEL CENTER         53

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Mini Penthouse in Savyoni Arnona -  
3.5 rooms, 84m + Sukka mirpeset, lobby, 
double parking, storage, amazing views, 
Shabbat elevator. 2.39m nis
For Rent - 
San Simon, Shimoni 39 - 3 rooms, 3rd floor, 
renovated and furnished, 4670 nis/month
19m Studio in Old Katamon - by the 
Shteiblach, furnished. 1900nis/month 
including utilities

10 dunams (10,000 square meters)
Private land in the Tabu near 

Safed.
With great view of the Kinneret  

Tiberias - and the Golan Heights  
1.200.000 NIS only.

The project is already in the initial 
process for future construction.

Directed and supervised by  
Rabbi Moshe Keinan

For more details -  
+972-53-3456067

Great opportunity!Great opportunity!

is to harass us. This showed us what an 
important role they have and how much 
they can help us. There’s even a chance I’ll 
volunteer some day."

Yaden Cohen expresses, "We welcome the 
cooperation with the police. It is important 
for these youth to see the police in a differ-
ent way. The police are not only about traffic 
tickets and breaking up noisy parties. It is 
also good for the police officers to meet 
these teens face to face – and not just on a 
call out. We are very grateful to community 
police officer Yinon who makes every effort 
for the youth in Ariel including our Club 
members."  

We invite you to partner with us to help 
at-risk Israeli youth: www.ouisrael.org/
donate 

OU Israel Youth Centers operate in 20 
low-socioeconomic communities through-
out Israel, from Kiryat Shmona in the North 
to Dimona in the South. We work primarily 
with disadvantaged youth from immigrant 
backgrounds and youth from broken homes. 
Our flagship Makom Balev and Jack E. Gindi 
Oraita programs help thousands of youth 
gain confidence, complete their high school 
degrees, and succeed in IDF service enabling 
them grow into healthy and successful young 
men and women.


