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As you know, one of my 
goals with this weekly 
Torah Tidbits is to create 
a two-way stream of com-
munication with you, our 

readers. I appreciate the opportunity to 
share what’s happening in the OU Israel 
world and personal experiences, and I 
encourage you to contact me with your 
ideas and feedback. In response to my 
sharing that I had Covid last week, a 
number of you wrote to me wishing me 
a Refuah Sheleima (B”H I am out of Bidud 
and feeling much better) and sharing a 
sentiment which I have received numer-
ous times since starting this column; 
that this article adds a personal touch to 
Torah Tidbits. 

While I appreciate and thank you for this 
feedback, I find this remark to be very 
appropriate. In interacting with the Torah 
Tidbits staff and volunteers each week, I 
feel that the entire Torah Tidbits publi-
cation is personalized to our readership. 
A weekly, English publication geared 
towards the Torah oriented population 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

is unique in and of itself, and the work 
of Rabbi Goldscheider, Ita Rochel, Zahava, 
Yael, Toni, and our hundreds of volun-
teers adds even more of a personal touch. 
Unlike other weekly Parsha publications 
that are distributed by mass distribution 
companies, Torah Tidbits is distributed 
by dedicated and loving volunteers that 
know the exact number of copies needed 
in each community every week. From 
the writers, to those submitting cover 
photos, to the Mazel Tov, Yahrtzeits, and 
dedications, we try our best to provide 
our readership with a personal touch in 
addition to quality Divrei Torah. We have 
the readership in mind when putting 
together Torah Tidbits each week. We 
hope that these efforts, in addition to my 
article, come across as you enjoy Torah 
Tidbits every Shabbat. 

This week marked a momentous occasion 
for my family. My oldest son (second to 
join the army) enlisted in the IDF. When a 
child or sibling joins the army, it is a very 
personal experience. You think about 
their accomplishments and everything 
you and they did to arrive at this day. Yet, 
this time a picture helped me focus on the 
wider group of people going through this 
experience together. 

I accompanied my son to Givat HaTach-
moshet where he and the other soldiers 
were told to meet. When I dropped him 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

In loving memory of  my mother
Pearl Katz a"h

פעסה בת אפרים זאב ע"ה
Memphis, Tennessee

On her 20th Yahrtzeit - 18 Elul
Ronnie Katz
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away, we are in full swing preparing for 
OU Israel’s 3rd Annual Torah Yerusha-
layim in loving memory of David & Norma 
Fund Z”L. This past week, we have been 
working on shifting everything to a vir-
tual program. While we would have loved 
to have presented this program in-person 
and seen so many faces together, we rec-
ognize the need to put everyone’s health 
and safety at the forefront, and our vir-
tual program is designed to uplift your 
Aseret Yemei Teshuva and prepare you 
for a more inspired Yom Kippur. 

We are excited to share that in addition to 
Yamim Noraim related topics, we will be 
offering special Shiurim to help you pre-
pare for Shemita and Sukkot. While it is 
still August and summer mode, especially 
for Ashkenazim who haven’t started recit-
ing Selichot yet, please take a moment to 
mark the date of 6 Tishrei, September 12 
and register for Torah Yerushalayim (see 
the ad in this Torah Tidbits). Looking for-
ward to sharing this virtual worldwide 
Torah experience together with you. 

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

off I saw a couple that we know who hap-
pened to also be bringing their second 
son to enlist in the IDF. This boy’s mother 
and I have known each other for 20 years 
since I am close friends with her brother. 
Among other things, her brother and I 
ran NCSY Shabbatons together 20 years 
ago when these boys were just a few 
years old. Seeing their son again after not 
seeing him for so many years and watch-
ing him join an elite army unit showed 
me that we are all in it together. 

Whether we know each other or not, 
our children joining the IDF are part of a 
broader group of Jews from all over Israel 
(and abroad) who were raised with the 
passion, dedication, and desire to defend 
the Jewish people. While I knew this intel-
lectually, receiving a picture of my son 
and this boy sitting next to each other on 
the bus to their next stop really brought 
the idea home and was very emotional 
for me. 

On the note of the IDF, we wish a Refuah 
Sheleima to the soldier Barel Shmueli 
(Barel ben Nitza) who was critically 
injured on the Gaza border this week. 
Let’s daven for him and all the other sol-
diers in need of recovery. 

With Rosh Hashanah only a few weeks 

Call Effie 054-554-0111

Charming, 
an enclosed balcony built-in closets,
American washer/dryer, Parking 

3 rooms  1st floor w/on
, 

N I L I  S T R E E T
LONG TERM RENTAL

לעילוי נשמת
In loving memory of

בן-ציון בן נחום דב ויהודית ז"ל
Benjamin Spigelman z"l

on his 35th yahrzeit - כ"א אלול
Schorer, Spigelman, Sheinfeld families
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

Our Parsha begins the conclusion of our 
Torah. The book of Devarim consists of 
Moshe’s long speech at the end of his life.  
His speech is crafted beautifully, a mag-
num opus of past, present and future. He 
began with a review of our history, includ-
ing successes and failures and their lessons 
in the impending settling of the land. He 
then outlined what a Jewish society shall 
look like; 170 mitzvot including ethical 
monotheism in all its color, nation build-
ing of judiciary, legislature and executive 
and the high ethical calling in the life of the 
individuals. Parshat Ki Tavo has but 6 mitz-
vot.  It is the beginning of the conclusion of 
Moshe’s charge to the people. It is followed 
by 4 very short parshiot, which combined 
would be a long parsha. Meaning, we are 
barely a parsha length from the end of the 

KI TEITZEI Torah following Ki Tavo. This is the end of 
our Torah. And this section deals not with 
the present, meaning the successful settling 
of the Land. It gazes into the future; the dis-
tant future, the future that follows a long 
and successful sojourn in the Land.  

1st aliya (Devarim 26:1-11) When 
settled in the Land, bring your 
first fruits as an offering. When 

offered declare the following: My forefa-
thers descended to Egypt, were enslaved, 
called out and You redeemed them with a 
strong arm, bringing them to this Land of 
milk and honey. And I am acknowledging 
that I have benefitted from all that, rejoic-
ing in all the good I have been given.

This mitzvah of bikkurim, of first fruits, is 
a rich one. But besides its own beauty, lies 
its significance in the narrative of Devarim.  
In bikkurim, the successful farmer gives a 
full throated expression of how fortunate 
he is to be where he is. He stands on the 
shoulders of our history. Egypt, redemp-
tion, the Land and now little me, enjoying 
a bounty in the Land. That is a beautiful 
mitzvah of gratitude and appreciation. But 
it is also foreshadowing. Know, my people, 
Moshe is saying, know that this is the way 
you should live. Appreciative, aware, a 
sense of history, placing G-d at the core of 
your success. And rejoicing, having simcha.  
This is a foreshadow to the horrible curses 
Moshe will outline should this ideal not be 
realized. Here is the way it should be. And 
could be.  

2nd aliya (26:12-15) In the 3rd year, 
declare that all tithes have been 
given: I have given the holy tithes 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

KI TAVO

לעילוי נשמת
In loving memory of

פרידה בת ישראל דוד ושיינדל אסתר ז"ל

Frieda Schorer z"l
on her 4th yahrzeit - כ"ג אלול

Schorer, Shames, Apelbaum, Finkelman families

לעילוי נשמת
In loving memory of

פרידה בת ישראל דוד ושיינדל אסתר ז"ל

Frieda Schorer z"l
on her 4th yahrzeit - כ"ג אלול

Schorer, Shames, Apelbaum, Finkelman families
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as well as those to the Levi and the needy.  
I have done all that I have been commanded 
to do. Gaze down from Your holy place in 
the heavens and bless us in this Land flow-
ing with milk and honey.

The tithes include gifts to the Kohanim and 
Leviim; communal support of religious 
leaders. And it also encompasses a legis-
lated type of welfare state. Maaser sheni 
produce floods Jerusalem creating inexpen-
sive food, a safety net for the needy. And in 
the 3rd year, 10% to the poor themselves. In 
these first 2 very short aliyot, these 2 mitz-
vot encapsule Jewish living as it ought to 
be. Monotheism, centrality of His place in 
Jerusalem, religious sensitivity and care for 
the needy. Ethical monotheism. What we 
should be and what we could be.

3rd aliya (26:16-19) Today G-d is 
commanding you to keep His 
laws with all your heart. You 

declare today that He will be your G-d and 
you will keep His laws. And He declares 
that you will be a treasured nation, to ele-
vate you, to be a glorious and holy people.

A brief statement but a powerful one.  We 
are both committed: we to Him, He to us.  
This is our noble calling. Moshe states it 
positively; he will shortly however outline 
the heavy implications of being His people.

4th aliya (27:1-10) Moshe with the 
elders commanded the people: 
upon entering the Land, establish 

a monument of stones with this entire 
Torah written upon it. Build an altar in 
front of it, offer offerings and rejoice before 
your G-d. Moshe, the Kohanim and the 
Leviim spoke: know that today you are 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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G-d’s people.

Monuments, stone, permanence. The Torah 
shall be permanent in life in the Land. Note 
the people Moshe enlists here:  first, the 
elders join him in commanding the people. 
Then, the Kohanim and the Leviim. The 
encouragement of the people comes from 
all levels of leadership.

5th aliya (27:11-28:6) Moshe com-
manded the people: 6 tribes shall 
be on Har Gerizim, 6 on Har Eval.  

The Leviim shall between the mountains, 
pronouncing the following, affirmed with 
Amen by the people. Cursed is the one who: 
makes idols in private, curses parents, 
alters the Land demarcations with his 
neighbor, deceives the blind, manipulates 
justice of the weak, commits incest, strikes 
another privately, takes a bribe resulting in 
corporal punishment, or fails to keep the 
Torah. The Blessings and Curses: If you 
keep the mitzvot, you will be a glorious 
nation. You will be blessed with children, 
with produce, and flocks.

The dramatic presentation of who is cursed 
is conspicuous; all things done in private.  
With all the needs of communal leadership, 
the core of our religious life is our personal 
relationship with G-d. It is the things done 
in private that truly convey our allegiance.  
When no one is looking, He is. And this too 
is foreshadowing. For we will never truly 
be in a position to assess the fullness of 
our righteousness, for who can see into the 
hearts of human beings.  

6th aliya (28:7-69) You will be 
blessed with military success, 
with an abundance of G-d’s 

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il
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Schedule an Appointment
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income with capital growth.
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treasury, and excelling over others. But if 
you do not do the mitzvot: you will be 
cursed. In offspring, produce, flocks, ill-
ness. Enemies will chase you. You will be 
carrion in the field. Illness, blindness, 
dementia, wandering without direction.  
You will not enjoy the fruits of your labor; 
they will be snatched from you. This will all 
drive you mad. You will be carried off to 
other nations, serving idols there. Your 
efforts there will not be successful. You will 
sink, other nations rise. You will be derided 
as one who abandoned G-d, refusing to 
serve Him in your success. All will disinte-
grate; your family, your social structure, 
those dear to you.  Illnesses will decimate 
you. In lieu of being as the stars of the heav-
ens, you will be miniscule. You will be 
thrown around the world, serving idols, 
finding no solace, fearful day and night.  
You will even end up back in Egypt, the 
place you were to never return. This is the 
covenant of the plains of Moav.

This aliya is the aliya of the curses; what 
will occur due to our abandonment of G-d 
and of mitzvot. And it is long; at 63 verses, 
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50 books – only NIS 9,950 plus VAT

EExxppeerr ttiissee

&&  PPrriiccee!!MAVENS
MEM IR

Mazal Tov to
Dr. Daniel & Sara Berelowitz

and family  
on the marriage of

Shevi to Jacob Namrow
son of Dr. Caroline & Eric Namrow

grandson of  
Phyllis Namrow (Maryland, USA)

and grandson of
Stephen Waldenberg (Leeds, UK)



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1434 / KI TAVO

one of the longest in the entire Torah. In 
this, Moshe moves well beyond the present.  
He has been preoccupied, understandably, 
with what is necessary to build the Jew-
ish nation successfully. He has described 
what we can anticipate in life in the Land; 
it’s challenges, like idol worship, and its 
glory. Now, he peers into the distant future.  
There will be a time of exile. I know, we 
haven’t even entered the Land, but there 
will be a time when we will lose this Land.  
We will lack gratitude, lack allegiance and 
be exiled. Our experience in exile will be 
horrible; illness, failure, insecurity, total 
societal breakdown. And how does it all 
end? Uh, well, it doesn’t. There is no happy 
ending. We are left hanging; wandering, 
suffering, decimated.Oh, but that is this 
parsha. In the most beautiful of parshiot 
of the Torah, Moshe returns to pick up the 
future next week, the parsha of Teshuva.  
But the power of the poetry, of ending this 
description of the curses with no conclusion 

is painful, and leaves us with a terrible feel-
ing of dissatisfaction and dread.  

7th aliya (29:1-8) Moshe called the 
people and spoke:  You say all the 
wonders of Egypt, but it has taken 

to this day to understand its meaning.  He 
guided you, defeated nations, giving you 
their lands. So keep this covenant, to live 
insightfully.

This deceiving short aliya has a surpris-
ing and profound brief statement. “It has 
taken till today to understand our history”. 
We shall never allow ourselves to be facile, 
to be presumptuous, to feel we understand 
history and G-d’s ways. It took those in the 
desert 40 years to fully appreciate their 
history, the dynamic of G-d in their his-
tory. Understanding His ways is no easy 
matter. 

HAFTORAH 
YESHAYAHU 60:1-22

This week’s haftorah is the sixth of a series 
of seven “Haftarot of Consolation.” These 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“V’Samachta Bechol Hatov Asher Natan Lecha Hashem Elokecha” (26:11)
“And you shall rejoice in every good thing that Hashem has given you”
The Pasuk tells us of becoming happy from the good things that G-d gives us. Why doesn’t the Pasuk 

just say it in a concise fashion, that we will be happy from all the good that we receive? Obviously, all 
comes from G-d, why must we emphasize it?

Rabbi Shlomo Rabinovitz (the Tifferet Shlomo the Admor of Radumsk 1803-1866) shares with us 
the reason. If a man receives a large gift from a king, he rejoices not just the value of the gift but also 
the fact that it came from the king himself. The main joy is reflected on who gave it. So too, our Pasuk 
says that “you will rejoice in every good thing” not only because they are good but because HASHEM 
is the giver.

Shabbat Shalom 

Shabbat afternoon Parsha shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres at 5:00pm in the 
back garden of the OU Israel Center
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seven haftarot commence on the Shabbat 
following Tisha b’Av and continue until 
Rosh Hashanah.

In exhilarating terms the navi describes 
what will unfold during the Redemption. 
Beginning with the resurrection of the dead 
and the ingathering of the exiles, continu-
ing with the joy and abundance the Jewish 
people will then experience. The navi also 
spotlights the gifts that will be brought to 
G-d from all of the nations of the world.

In the end, the Jewish nation will no longer 
experience the hatred of the other nations, 
be despised and derided. The day will come 
when there will no longer be violence nor 
mourning, Hashem will shine His eternal 
light on His beloved people. 

Mazal tov to  
Yehudah & Yaffa Brochin and family 

on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson 
Avrom Hillel Rubin

 and on the birth of a new grandson 
in Far Rockaway, NY

Mazal Tov to the parents  
Moshe & Chava Rubin
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Didn’t You 
See Them?

It is a question that I learned never 
to ask. I first learned this lesson in 
my training as a psychotherapist, 

long ago. I was seeing a gentleman for a 
number of problems, including his marital 
difficulties.

Despite the passage of the years, I still 
vividly remember the evening in which he 
came to my office extremely distraught. 
He couldn’t contain his torment, even for a 
moment. Before he sat down opposite me, 
he blurted out, “She is cheating on me!”

He had discovered incontrovertible 
evidence of his wife’s infidelity. He contin-
ued to disclose the fact that bits and pieces 
of the evidence were available to him for 
more than a year. Letters, phone messages, 
unexplained absences, and unusual expen-
ditures from their joint checking account 
had accumulated and he had been aware of 
all of them. Yet it was not until that morn-
ing that he actually saw what was in front 
of his eyes all the time.

Strangely, and I only later learned this, 
he typically shared none of these hints and 
clues with me during the course of our 
numerous counseling sessions prior to the 
day of the big “discovery.”

I was a fledgling psychotherapist back 

then, and I could not suppress exclaiming 
the question, “Didn’t you see it coming? 
Didn’t you notice what was in front of your 
eyes?” I was not prepared for his tearful 
but angry response.

“Of course I saw it coming, you dummy!” 
He was furious with me for my total lack of 
empathy. He clearly saw it coming, but he 
did not want to see it. One does not see what 
one does not want to see, no matter how 
blatant and obvious the facts are.

The lesson I learned from this inter-
change was not limited to the field of 
marital counseling. It is a lesson that I have 
tried to remember throughout my per-
sonal, professional and religious life from 
that time forward.

I learned that all the evidence in the 
world will not convince someone who 
prefers to be blind to that evidence. All the 
arguments in the world, however rational 
and forceful they may be, cannot persuade 
a person who is clinging to his preferred 
beliefs and who is not open to logic and 
reason.

In truth, I should have learned this les-
son long before I embarked upon a career 
in psychology. I should have learned it 
when I first studied this week’s Torah por-
tion, Ki Tavo (Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8). I 
should have given more serious thought to 
the following passage:

“Moses summoned all Israel and said 
to them, ‘You have seen all that the Lord 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         13

did before your very eyes in the land of 
Egypt...The wondrous feats that you saw 
with your own eyes, those prodigious 
signs and marvels. Yet to this day the Lord 
has not given you a mind to understand or 
eyes to see or ears to hear.’” (Deuteronomy 
29:1-3)

To paraphrase: “You saw, but you did 
not see. You heard, but you did not hear. All 
that you needed to know was before you, 
but did not have the mind to understand.”

At about the same time that I sat face to 
face with the betrayed husband who strug-
gled so hard not to see what should have 
been apparent to him, I became introduced 
to the writings of a great Rabbi in Israel, 
who died tragically very young, almost fifty 
years ago. His name was Rabbi Elimelech 
Bar-Shaul, and a posthumously published 
collection of his writings on the Torah por-
tions of the week was issued shortly after 
his death.

The name of this collection is Min 
HaBe’er (From the Well), which is a very apt 
title for a book full of insights drawn from 
the deepest sources of our faith. Rabbi Bar-
Shaul reflects upon these verses and upon 
the phenomenon of blindness and deafness 
to the sights and sounds which are promi-
nent in our surroundings. Let me translate 
some of his reflections for you.

“There is a magnificent teaching here 
in these verses for all generations and all 
situations. A person can see wondrous 
things, true revelations, and yet, paradoxi-
cally, not see them...The Almighty, blessed 
be he, gives the person eyes to see and ears 
to hear and a heart to understand, but it 
is the person who must choose to see and 
hear and understand. It is the person who 
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must open his eyes well to see, and even 
then he cannot see unless he also opens 
his heart to understand. For if a person just 
sees with his eyes alone, he may react emo-
tionally. But as long as he does not direct 
his mind to what he has seen, his emotional 
reactions will fall short of understanding, 
of knowing...

“It is not for us to have critical thoughts 
about our ancestors who failed to see. But 
the Torah here is giving us both a guide-
line and a warning signal. When Moses 
tells the people of Israel, ‘You have seen...
But you were not given a mind to under-
stand or eyes to see or ears to hear,’ he is 
calling upon us, today, to think deeply and 
well about these words and to apply them 
to our own circumstances.”

So many times in our history, we have 
failed to see facts that were apparent to 
those who possessed understanding hearts. 
Most tragically, all of us who read about 
the events leading up to the Holocaust find 
ourselves asking the questions, “Did they 
not see what was coming? Did our enemies 
not warn us very clearly about their inten-
tions to destroy us? Were the signals not 
sufficiently obvious? Why did so few take 
advantage of opportunities to escape years 
before escape became impossible?”

These questions haunt us today and will 
continue to do so forever. Perhaps, these 
questions are beyond our capacity. They 
are over our heads.

But what we can learn, in less terrible 
and less tragic circumstances, is to do our 
utmost to understand what the Almighty 
has allowed us to see.

He has allowed us to see, for example, a 
thriving Jewish state. We must understand 
its significance.

He has allowed us to hear the voices 
of children studying His Torah, and the 
sounds of yeshivot greater in size than ever 
before in history. Our hearts must celebrate 
these achievements.

We will soon see throngs of Jews all over 
the world participating in services in our 
synagogues, and we will hear the sounds of 
the shofar calling upon us to become better 
Jews and better human beings.

The Almighty will let us see these sights 
and hear these sounds. We must open our 
hearts and minds not just to see and hear 
them but to understand them, appreciate 
them, and grow from them.

Let us not permit these blessed sights 
and sounds to be ignored. Let others not 
be able to ask of us, “How could you not see 
them? How could you not hear them?” 
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A Nation of 
Storytellers

Howard Gardner, professor of 
education and psychology at 
Harvard University, is one 

of the great minds of our time. He is best 
known for his theory of “multiple intelli-
gences,” the idea that there is not just one 
thing that can be measured and defined 
as intelligence but many different facets 
– which is one dimension of the dignity of 
difference. He has also written many books 
on leadership and creativity, including one 
in particular, Leading Minds, that is import-
ant in understanding this week’s parsha of 
Ki Tavo.1 

Gardner’s argument is that what makes 

1  Howard Gardner in collaboration with 
Emma Laskin, Leading Minds: An Anatomy 
of Leadership, New York, Basic Books, 2011.

a leader is the ability to tell a particular kind 
of story – one that explains ourselves to 
ourselves and gives power and resonance 
to a collective vision. So Churchill told the 
story of Britain’s indomitable courage in 
the fight for freedom. Gandhi spoke about 
the dignity of India and non-violent pro-
test. Margaret Thatcher talked about the 
importance of the individual against an 
ever-encroaching State. Martin Luther King 
Jr. told of how a great nation is colour-blind. 
Stories give the group a shared identity and 
sense of purpose.

Philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre has 
also emphasised the importance of nar-
rative to the moral life. “Man,” he writes, 
“is in his actions and practice, as well as 
in his fictions, essentially a story-telling 
animal.”2 It is through narratives that we 
begin to learn who we are and how we are 
called on to behave. “Deprive children of 
stories and you leave them unscripted, anx-
ious stutterers in their actions as in their 
words.”3 To know who we are is, in large 
part, to understand the story or stories of 
which we are a part.

The great questions - “Who are we?” 

2  Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue, Uni-
versity of Notre Dame Press, 1981.
3  Ibid.
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“Why are we here?” “What is our task?” 
– are best answered by telling a story. As 
Barbara Hardy put it: “We dream in nar-
rative, daydream in narrative, remember, 
anticipate, hope, despair, believe, doubt, 
plan, revise, criticise, construct, gossip, 
learn, hate and love by narrative.”4 This is 
fundamental to understanding why Torah 
is the kind of book it is: not a theological 
treatise or a metaphysical system but a 
series of interlinked stories extended over 
time, from Abraham and Sarah’s journey 
from Mesopotamia to Moses’ and the Isra-
elites’ wanderings in the desert. Judaism is 
less about truth as system than about truth 
as story. And we are part of that story. That 
is what it is to be a Jew.

A large part of what Moses is doing in 
the book of Devarim is retelling that story 
to the next generation, reminding them of 
what God had done for their parents and 
of some of the mistakes their parents had 
made. Moses, as well as being the great lib-
erator, is the supreme storyteller. Yet what 
he does in parshat Ki Tavo extends way 
beyond this.

He tells the people that when they 
enter, conquer and settle the land, they 
must bring the first ripened fruits to the 
central Sanctuary, the Temple, as a way 
of giving thanks to God. A Mishnah in Bik-
kurim5 describes the joyous scene as people 

4  Barbara Hardy, “An Approach Through 
Narrative,” Novel: A Forum on Fiction 2 
(Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1968), 5.
5  Mishnah Bikkurim 3:3.
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converged on Jerusalem from across the 
country, bringing their first-fruits to the 
accompaniment of music and celebration. 
Merely bringing the fruits, though, was not 
enough. Each person had to make a decla-
ration. That declaration become one of the 
best known passages in the Torah because, 
though it was originally said on Shavuot, 
the festival of first-fruits, in post-biblical 
times it became a central element of the 
Haggadah on Seder night:

My father was a wandering Aramean, 
and he went down into Egypt and lived 
there, few in number, there becoming a 
great nation, powerful and numerous. But 
the Egyptians ill-treated us and made us 
suffer, subjecting us to harsh labour. Then 
we cried out to the Lord, the God of our 
ancestors, and the Lord heard our voice 
and saw our misery, toil and oppression. 
So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
with great terror and with signs and won-
ders. (Deut. 26:5-8)

Here for the first time, the retelling of 
the nation’s history becomes an obligation 
for every citizen of the nation. In this act, 
known as vidui bikkurim, “the confession 
made over first-fruits,” Jews were com-
manded, as it were, to become a nation of 
storytellers.

This is a remarkable development. 
Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi tells us that “only 
in Israel and nowhere else is the injunction 
to remember felt as a religious impera-
tive to an entire people.”6 Time and again 

6  Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, Zakhor: Jew-
ish History and Jewish Memory, Schocken, 
1989, 9.
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throughout Devarim comes the command 
to remember: “Remember that you were 
a slave in Egypt.” (Deut. 5:14; 15:15; 16:12; 
24:18; 24:22); “Remember what Amalek did 
to you.” (Deut. 25:17) “Remember what God 
did to Miriam.” (Deut. 24:9) “Remember the 
days of old; consider the generations long 
past. Ask your father and he will tell you, 
your elders, and they will explain to you.” 
(Deut. 32:7)

The vidui bikkurim, though, is more 
than this. It is, compressed into the short-
est possible space, the entire history of the 
nation in summary form. In a few short 
sentences we have here “the patriarchal 
origins in Mesopotamia, the emergence of 
the Hebrew nation in the midst of history 
rather than in mythic prehistory, slavery 
in Egypt and liberation therefrom, the cli-
mactic acquisition of the land of Israel, and 
throughout – the acknowledgement of God 
as lord of history.”7 

We should note here an important 
nuance. Jews were the first people to find 
God in history. They were the first to think 
in historical terms – of time as an arena of 
change as opposed to cyclical time in which 
the seasons rotate, people are born and die, 
but nothing really changes. Jews were the 
first people to write history – many cen-
turies before Herodotus and Thucydides, 
often wrongly described as the first histo-
rians. Yet biblical Hebrew has no word that 
means “history” (the closest equivalent is 
divrei hayamim, “chronicles”). Instead it 

7  Ibid., 12.
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uses the root zachor, meaning “memory.”
There is a fundamental difference 

between history and memory. History 
is “his story,”8 an account of events that 
happened sometime else to someone else. 
Memory is “my story.” It is the past inter-
nalised and made part of my identity. That 
is what the Mishnah in Pesachim means 
when it says, “Each person must see them-
selves as if they (personally) escaped 
Egypt.” (Mishnah Pesachim 10:5)

Throughout the book of Devarim, Moses 
warns the people – no less than fourteen 
times – not to forget. If they forget the past 
they will lose their identity and sense of 
direction and disaster will follow. More-
over, not only are the people commanded 
to remember, they are also commanded to 
hand that memory on to their children.

This entire phenomenon represents are 
remarkable cluster of ideas: about identity 
as a matter of collective memory; about the 
ritual retelling of the nation’s story; above 
all about the fact that every one of us is a 
guardian of that story and memory. It is not 
the leader alone, or some elite, who are 
trained to recall the past, but every one of 
us. This too is an aspect of the devolution 
and democratisation of leadership that 
we find throughout Judaism as a way of 
life. The great leaders tell the story of the 
group, but the greatest of leaders, Moses, 
taught the group to become a nation of 
storytellers.

You can still see the power of this idea 

8  This is a simple reminder not an ety-
mology. Historia is a Greek word meaning 
inquiry. The same word comes to mean, in 
Latin, a narrative of past events.

today. As I once wrote,9 if you visit the Pres-
idential memorials in Washington, you will 
see that each carries an inscription taken 
from their words: Jefferson’s ‘We hold 
these truths to be self-evident . . .’, Roos-
evelt’s ‘The only thing we have to fear, is 
fear itself’, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
and his second Inaugural, ‘With malice 
toward none; with charity for all . . .’ Each 
memorial tells a story.

London has no such equivalent. It 
contains many memorials and statues of 
historical leaders, each with a brief inscrip-
tion stating who it represents, but there 
are no speeches or quotations. There is no 
story. Even the memorial to Winston Chur-
chill, whose speeches rivalled Lincoln’s in 
power, bears only one word: Churchill.

America has a national story because it 
is a society based on the idea of covenant. 
Narrative is at the heart of covenantal poli-
tics because it locates national identity in a 
set of historic events. The memory of those 
events evokes the values for which those 
who came before us fought and of which 
we are the guardians.

A covenantal narrative is always 
inclusive, the property of all its citizens, 
newcomers as well as the native-born. 
It says to everyone, regardless of class or 
creed: this is who we are. It creates a sense 
of common identity that transcends other 
identities. That is why, for example, Martin 
Luther King Jr. was able to use it to such 
effect in some of his greatest speeches. He 
was telling his fellow African Americans 

9  Jonathan Sacks, The Home We Build 
Together: Recreating Society (London: 
Bloomsbury Academic, 2009).
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to see themselves as an equal part of the 
nation. At the same time, he was telling 
white-Americans to honour their commit-
ment to the Declaration of Independence 
and its statement that ‘all men are created 
equal’.

Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

England does not have the same kind of 
national narrative because it is based not 
on covenant but on hierarchy and tradition. 
England, writes Roger Scruton, “was not a 
nation or a creed or a language or a state 
but a home. Things at home don’t need an 
explanation. They are there because they 
are there.”10 England, historically, was a 
class-based society in which there were 
ruling elites who governed on behalf of 
the nation as a whole. America, founded 
by Puritans who saw themselves as a new 
Israel bound by covenant, was not a soci-
ety of rulers and ruled, but rather one of 
collective responsibility. Hence the phrase, 
central to American politics but never used 
in English politics: “We, the people.”11 

By making the Israelites a nation of 
storytellers, Moses helped turn them into 
a people bound by collective responsibility 
– to one another, to the past and future, and 
to God. By framing a narrative that suc-
cessive generations would make their 
own and teach to their children, Moses 
turned Jews into a nation of leaders. 

10  Roger Scruton, England, an Elegy, Con-
tinuum, 2006, 16.
11  See “We, the People”, the Covenant & 
Conversation essay on Behar-Bechukotai, 
for further discussion on the power of this 
phrase. 
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his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
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As we begin to study this week’s 
haftarah, a selection taken from 
the 60th perek of Sefer Yishayahu, 

we quickly realize that it is a chapter whose 
text is focused on one theme alone: the 
theme of nechama, comfort. Of course, we 
are not surprised at this “revelation”, except 
that the previous haftarot may include the 
reaction of a grieving nation’s inability to 
believe the promises of the navi or it might 
remind Israel of the sinful behavior that 
caused their exile and, at times, even focus 
on Hashem’s great powers and miracles. 
But this prophecy that makes up the sixth 
of the seven haftarot of consolation, disre-
gards these other topics – important as they 
are to the comforting process, and urges the 
nation to “Awake and Rise” and witness the 
light which will shine upon them.

Yishayahu begins his words with that very 
theme – that Tziyon will see G-d’s light 
shine upon her, a light that will illuminate 
the entire world. The navi continues to 
describe how nations will follow that glow 
to Yerushalayim and gather there to serve 
Hashem and offer sacrifices to Him. 

But the last theme, and one I believe is the 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

ultimate promise, is subtly included right 
before the navi’s final words. There, Yisha-
yahu closes his nevuah with a fitting words 
that bring us back to his initial message. 
Echoing his first theme, the navi closes his 
message by telling Israel that, in the Mes-
sianic Era, “Ki Hashem yih’yeh lach l’or 
olam”, G-d will be your eternal light. But 
how would that occur? As a reward for 
what accomplishment will the nation merit 
having His divine glow lead and direct 
them? The almost hidden – perhaps even 
ignored – answer is found two p’sukim ear-
lier. There, the prophet tells them “v’samti 
p’kudatech shalom v’nogsayich tz’daka”, 
Hashem will make your officers “peace” 
and your rulers “righteousness”.

The ultimate vision of the promised future 
is not returning from the exile, nor the 
reviving of our homeland, nor military 
victories nor economic success. The ulti-
mate dream, the final goal, the “perfect” 
world, is one that is based upon peace and 
righteousness. The promise of peace is, of 
course, an integral part of y’mot haMashi-
ach. It is Yeshayahu  who defines this most 
clearly when describing the Mashiach as 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Just for Not 
Being Happy?
"תחת אשר לא עבדת את ה’ אלקיך בשמחה ובטוב 

לבב מרב כל. )דברים כח:מז("

“Because you did not serve Hashem, 
your God, with happiness and with 
gladness of heart, when [you had an] abun-
dance of everything. (Devarim 28:47)”

After citing several atrocities, the Torah 
provides a reason why these calamities will 
befall Am Yisrael: “Because you did not 
serve Hashem, your God, with happiness 
and with gladness of heart.” Is it possi-
ble that we can be punished so severely 
because we did not serve Hashem joyfully? 
If one fulfills all 613 mitzvot but without 
a smile, is he deserving of such harsh 
punishment? 

The Ohr Hachayim Hakadosh, in per-
haps one of his most famous lines (some 
copies of his commentary on the Torah 
quote this line on the cover), explains 
the concept of “simcha” as follows: Based 
on the pasuk ושמחת בכל הטוב  - “happiness 
from all the good” (Devarim 26:11), he pos-
its that this relates to the entire Torah. If 

people would comprehend the sweetness 
of the Torah, they would fulfill all the pre-
cepts of the Torah wholeheartedly, and 
not be swayed by their desires for physical 
pleasures.   The evils of the tochacha befall 
upon us when we perform Mitzvos out of 
routine without appreciating their awe-
some nature and value. 

Alternatively, based on the interpreta-
tion of simcha earlier in the parsha, we can 
derive an important lesson here as well. 
When one brings bikkurim, the first fruits, 
the term simcha appears as we stated 
above ושמחת בכל הטוב. The following pasuk 
(Devarim 26:12) relates to ma’aser that we 
are to provide to Shevet Levi, and to the 
poor and underprivileged. Rav Aviner in 
Tal Hermon suggests that after bringing 
one’s bikkurim and expressing gratitude 
for one’s produce, true simcha can only 
be obtained by sharing the wealth with 
others.  That is why the mitzva of ma’aser 
follows the mitzva of bikkurim. 

This is consistent with the Rambam’s 
opinion expressed in Hilchos Shabbos and 
Yom Tov 6:18 where he describes simchas 
yom tov as follows: 
ליתום  לגר  להאכיל  חייב  ושותה  אוכל  כשהוא 

ולאלמנה עם שאר העניים האמללים. 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 11:30am-12:15pm  
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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When one partakes in the Yom Tov 
seuda, he should be sure to feed the convert, 
orphan and widow along with other less for-
tunate individuals.  

In other words, according to the Ram-
bam, the mitzva of simcha on Yom Tov 
requires that one share the experience with 
others. Based on this interpretation, we can 
explain the punishment for not worship-
ping Hashem “b’simcha” as not caring for 
the underprivileged. True simcha has to be 
shared with others. One cannot sit in his 
daled amos and expect to fulfill all of his 
obligations. Part of being a good Jew means 
being concerned with the well-being of 
others. Personally fulfilling all 613 mitzvos 
while ignoring the needs of others, is not 
Ratzon Hashem. Tragedies will ensue if we 
focus on ourselves and ignore the necessi-
ties of those around us.  

As we approach the Yamin Noraim, let’s 
take a moment to consider the hardships 
experienced by those around us. To con-
template what we can do to enhance the 
simchas Yom Tov of those less fortunate.  
May we be zoche to spread the joy and 
be blessed with a healthy and happy new 
year! 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
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Bowing and 
Bikurim

The ceremony accompanying the 
bringing of bikurim, first fruits, to 
the Beit Hamikdash was joyous 

and celebratory. Musicians played lively 
tunes as the procession moved through 
the streets of Yerushalayim people joined 
the festivities paying homage to this spe-
cial mitzvah. Each farmer would present 
his decorated baskets to the Kohen, pro-
claiming his gratitude to Hashem with the 
recitation of the designated text. The elabo-
rate ceremony culminated in bowing as the 
Torah commands, “And you shall prostrate 
before Hashem your G-d.” (Devarim 26;10) 
This is curious. As this is the only mitzvah 
that requires prostration at the time of its 
performance, what significance does it 
hold?

Bowing, explains the Netivot Shalom, 
reflects complete elimination of the self. 
This “bitul” is the most important prereq-
uisite to reaching great spiritual heights. 
The midrash in Bereisheit Rabbah (56:2) 
records that bowing is featured at great 
moments in Jewish history; Avraham 

Avinu at the time of the akeidah, the Jews 
at Har Sinai at Matan Torah, and in the ulti-
mate redemption, Hashem will bring back 
those who were dispersed from Egypt to 
Assyria. “Veheshtachavu laHashem behar 
hakodesh”, they will prostrate them-
selves to Hashem on the holy mountain 
(Yeshayahu 27;13).In bowing there is a 
recognition of human limitations, a realiza-
tion of complete dependence on Hashem.
After working the field for an entire year, 
a farmer’s first crops engender a feeling 
of pride and self-accomplishment. It is at 
this moment that he is required to declare 
that all his achievements are due to Hash-
em’s beneficence and are not a product of 
his strength and genius. The Ba’al Shem 
Tov Hakodesh has an oft quoted inter-
pretation of “Anochi omed ben Hashem 
ubenechem”(Devarim 5;5). It is the anochi, 
the ego, that stands as a barrier between 
us and Hashem. The EGO has a tendency 
to ease G-d out. The Kedushat Levi teaches 
that only when a person undergoes the 
transformative experience on Rosh Hasha-
nah, acceding the all-powerful nature of 
Hashem, can he access the holiness of Yom 
Kippur and fully prostrate himself before 
his Creator.

Rabbi Tatz in Worldmask describes the 
Beit Hamikdash as the place where physical 
and spiritual worlds fuse. Hence, ordinary 
laws of nature did not apply, as seen with 
the lechem hapanim that remained fresh for 

MAZAL TOV to  
Rosanne Polansky and family  

on the birth of her 1st great grandson
Mazal Tov to 

Herby & Debbie Dan and family  
on the birth of a granddaughter
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the entire week after it was baked.  When 
people came to this place with a mindset 
of independence and egocentrism, they 
stood crowded together. At the moment 
they were able to see Hashem as the sov-
ereign power, they could bow with plenty 
of space.  

Competition, jealousy and micro-man-
agement of daily details leads to a “standing 
upright” attitude creating barriers between 
us and Hashem and between us and oth-
ers as well. Bikurim is paradigmatic for 
life; awareness that all that we have is a 
Divine gift. Indeed, to merit a favorable 
judgement one should be ma’avir al hami-
dot, be forgiving of others, and not insist 
on one’s personal privilege. When we live 
in a stance of prostration, we ensure our 
capacity to stand upright in judgement 
before Hashem. 
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Blessings

Rebbi Yaaqov Mutzafi, zy’a, was one 
of the last spiritual leaders of the 
ancient Jewish community of Iraq. 

Upon arrival in Eretz Yisrael, Rebbi Yaaqov 
became the leader of the Sefardic Edah 
Chareidit. He would often sit, adorned in 
his traditional jalabiya, in the “Shemesh 
Sedaqah” Beit Knesset on Rechov Haggai 
in Yerushalayim, teaching Torah, giving 
guidance and distributing blessings to 
petitioners of all stripes. He was known 
for his fiery drashot on the importance of 
emunah. In the course of one drasha, he 
shared the following story of a family from 
his hometown:

A baby born to a sweet and righteous cou-
ple was suffering from an extreme case of 
colic, and cried day and night. None of the 
doctors or specialists could figure out the 
cause of the incessant crying and scream-
ing. After exhausting all medical options, 

the parents consulted with Chachamim 
and holy people and tried various segulot 
and mystically potent remedies, but to no 
avail. The child continued to scream, and 
his worn down parents felt helpless.

One day, while walking in the market, the 
mother found a page of sacred writing lay-
ing in the dirt. Though illiterate and unable 
to identify what it was, she recognized it 
was a davar sheb’kedusha, and quickly 
picked it up, out of respect. When she got 
home, the righteous woman cleaned off the 
page and thought to herself that perhaps 
Hashem was sending her a healing mes-
sage for her ailing son.

With simple faith, the mother put the crum-
pled page under her crying baby’s pillow 
and spoke directly to Hashem: “Ribbono 
Shel Olam.. You know very well that I can’t 
read or write. But I do know that this page 
is holy. Master of the World! In the merit of 
this holy page, may my son be healed from 
his suffering!”

That night, for the very first time, the baby 
slept soundly. This miracle was a complete 
surprise to the child’s father (and neigh-
bors) who had become used to the non-stop 
screaming. After a few days of peace and 
quiet, the baby’s father reflected on the 
amazing turn of events and wondered 
aloud as to what had changed. His wife 
heard him, went to the crib, pulled out the 
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page from under the pillow and showed 
her husband, saying, “Is there any segulah 
in the world greater than words of Torah?” 
The husband grew pale as he scanned the 
page. Trembling he shouted, “Do you real-
ize what you have done? This is a page of 
the Tochacha, the rebukes and fearful pun-
ishments… this is what you put under our 
child’s head!”

Smiling, she responded, “My dear husband, 
you know I can’t read… how could I possi-
bly know what’s written there? All I know 
is that it is from the Torah — the sweetest 
gift that our Father in Heaven has given us 
as an expression of His love. And look! In 
the merit of the Torah, Hashem has sent a 
complete healing to our son!” 

When the great maggid of Brooklyn 
Heights, Reb Yitzhak Buxbaum, zy’a, 
shared this story of temimus, sincerity 
and simple faith, he added: “How great 
is the power of faith that turns Hashem’s 
judgment to mercy and turns curses into 
blessings!” 

Our sedra lays out the multitude of bless-
ings inherent in living a life of following 
Hashem’s will, including health, happiness 
and peace of mind:

קוֹל ה׳  ַמע בְּ י ִתשְׁ יֻגָך כִּ ה ְוִהשִּׂ ָרכוֹת ָהֵאלֶּ ל־ַהבְּ ּוָבאּו ָעֶליָך כָּ

ֱאלֹקיָך:

“And all these blessings will come upon you 
and hisigucha (‘cleave to you’), if you obey 
the Lord, your God….” (Devarim, 28:2)

It is interesting to note that parallel lan-
guage frames the ramifications that will 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95 sqm, 
sukkah balcony, overwhelming panoramic view, 
Shabbat elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130 sqm,  
Sukkah balconies, 4 exposures, elevator,  
small and quiet building 5,000,000 NIS
Katamonim: 4 room duplex, beautifully 
architecturally renovated, large sukkah balcony, 
master bedroom, 2,890,000 NIS
Arnona: Beautiful 5 room penthouse,  
132 sqm + nice terrace, panoramic biblical view, 
architecturally renovated, 2 parking, storage, 
Shabbat elevator, 4,500,000 NIS
The Greek Colony: 3.5 room apartment - 
possibility to turn into 4, high ceilings, 15 sqm 
sukkah balcony, small building, 3,250,000 NIS
Ramat Denya: Half two-family, 6 room  
158 sqm+attic, garden, terrace, balconies,  
2 covered parking, very bright, view, potential  
for significant expansion, 5,200,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 95 sqm, balcony, 
elevator, 3 air exposures, 3,000,000 NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 65 sqm, bright, 1st floor, 
elevator, parking, 1,950,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

befall us in the Tochacha if we turn our 
backs on Hashem:

ֶאת־ ַלֲעשׂוֹת  מֹר  ִלשְׁ ֱאלֹקיָך  ה׳  קוֹל  בְּ ַמע  ִתשְׁ ִאם־לֹא  ָהָי֗ה 

ל־ ָעֶליָך כָּ ּוָבאּו  ַהּיוֹם  ָך  ְמַצוְּ ָאנִֹכי  ר  ְוֻחּקָֹתיו ֲאשֶׁ ל־ִמְצוֹ ָתיו  כָּ

יגּוָך: ה ְוִהשִּׂ ָללוֹת ָהֵאלֶּ ַהקְּ

“And it will be, if you do not obey the 
Lord, your God, to observe to fulfill all His 
commandments and statutes which I am 
commanding you this day, that all these 
curses will come upon you and hisigucha 
(‘overtake you’).” (Devarim, 28:2, 15)

In both passages there are two steps: first 
the blessings or curses “come upon you”, 
and then “hisigucha” (they ‘cleave to you’ 
or ‘overtake you’). The word hisigucha is a 
construction of the verb ְלַהִשׂיג, meaning ‘to 
grasp’ or ‘understand’, and also ‘to reach’ 

continued on page 38...
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or ‘acquire’. This alludes to our process of 
interpretation; first something comes upon 
us, and then we ‘acquire’ an experience of 
it according to our hasagah, our under-
standing. The way we ‘reach’ out to and 
interpret phenomena is the same way we 
‘acquire’ and experience them. Whether 
something is a curse or a blessing depends 
on our da’as, our consciousness. This is 
illustrated in a story of the Alter Rebbe, Reb 
Shneur Zalman of Liadi: 

The Alter Rebbe was the regular baal korei 
in his shul. It happened that one year that 
the Rebbe was away for Parshas Ki Savo, 
and someone else leined instead. That week 
after kriyas haTorah, Dov Ber, the Rebbe’s 
twelve year old son, fell ill, and it became 
clear that the cause had been the stress 
and heaviness of the reading of the Tocha-
cha. The effect upon little Dov Ber was so 
intense that his father was even hesitant 
to let him fast on Yom Kippur almost a 
month later. The doctors were astounded 
at the physiological response, and asked 
the boy, “But don’t you hear the Tochacha 
every year?” Dov Ber responded, “When 
my Father reads the Tochacha, you don’t 
hear curses!”

This Motza’ei Shabbos, we Ashkenazim join 
our Sefardic brethren with the recitation 
of Selichos. We will once again have the 
opportunity to stand before Hashem and 
make right our mistakes and wrongdoings. 

The premise of Selichos is emunah peshutah 
in Hashem’s promise for forgiveness: 
“Vayomer Hashem, Salachti k’devarecha, 
“And Hashem said, ‘I have forgiven them 
in accordance with your word.’” (Bamid-
bar, 14:20). With our own ‘word’, our own 
compassionate understanding and inter-
pretation of the mistakes that have come 
upon us, Hashem will forgive us.

Then, when we approach the Compas-
sionate One with emunah peshutah and 
wholehearted, remorseful and honest 
teshuvah, the words of Selichos can turn 
our aveiros into expressions of yearning 
and even closeness to Hashem. Indeed, 
how great is the power of simple faith in 
Hashem’s desire to forgive us, heal us, and 
draw us close — for it turns curses into 
blessings!

May we all experience a year of revealed 
health, blessings, and closeness to 
Hashem. 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים

continued from page 31...
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Torah Tidbits wishes our esteemed writer Rav 
Judah Mischel mazel tov on the publication of his 

new sefer!

Baderech: 
Along the 
Path of 
Teshuva  
Mosaica Press

Baderech is about 
living in process and 
ascending the path of 
return from a positive 
vantage point. The tza-
dik Reb Zusha of Anipoli charted a pathway 
and revealed a derech of teshuvah — a system-
atic path of ‘return’. The structure of the book 
follows Reb Zusha’s road map, that the word 
“Teshuva” itself is an acronym made up of the 
initial letters of five pesukim: 

ת: ת: תמים תהיה עם ה׳ אלוקיך

“Be sincere with Hashem, your God”
ש:ש: שויתי ה׳ לנגדי תמיד

“I have placed ‘Hashem’ before me, 
continuously.”

ו: ו: ואהבת לרעך כמוך

“And you will love your friend as yourself.”
ב:ב: בכל דרכיך דעהו

“Know Hashem in all your ways.”
ה:ה: הצנע לכת עם אלוקיך

“Walk modestly with your God.”
The Rebbe Rashab explained that each 

pasuk represented by a letter in the acronym, 
teshuvah, is actually is a methodology, a derech 
of teshuvah,and he explained each pathway at 
length. “Baderech” is about trying to work the 
roadmap, follow the instructions and advance 
personally and spiritually toward the goal of liv-
ing Yidishkeit joyously and consciously. 

To paraphrase a contemporary master, I 
didn’t choose the topic of Teshuva, the topic of 
Teshuva chose me. Like everyone, I’m trying all 
the time to figure things out,  a work in progress. 
Teshuvah is a process of discovery - as well as 
recovery. It is also a about ‘uncovery’ — working 
through external layers - ‘kelipos’ -, slowly and 
effortfully peeling off the coverings that that we 
perceive to hold us back and separate us from 
who we hope to one day become.

Many people that know you from Camp 
HASC, know that you are a great storyteller. 
Can you please share a great story that you 
tell in the sefer about Teshuva?

No pressure, right? Truth is we are all story-
tellers, crafting the tale of our own lives creating 
meaning, trying to discover and share a message 
about ourselves. I’m thinking alot recently about 
Rebbe Chaim Halberstam, the holy Divrei Chaim 
of Tzanz, and his eldest son, Rebbe Yechezkel 
Shraga Halberstam, known as the Shinover Rov. 
Both were creative geniuses in Torah, and were 
beloved for their righteousness; two of the great 
Tzadikim of their generation. The holy father 
and son were also famous for their disagree-
ments on matters of Jewish law, as well as their 
different paths in avodas Hashem. The loving 
tension between them was legendary.

It was the minhag of the Divrei Chaim to 

INSPIRATION FOR ELUL
FROM RAV JUDAH MISCHEL
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share his deepest chidushim, mystical insights 
toward the end of Shalosh Seudos, the Third Meal 
of Shabbos. During those precious moments of 
soulful yearning as Shabbos Kodesh ebbs away, 
the Rebbe’s spirit soared, as he cleaved to the 
Divine Presence. 

One Shalosh Seudos while the Divrei Chaim 
was deep in a trance of d’veykus singing a nig-
gun, a holy, meditative song, he began coughing 
violently. Reb Yechezkel Shraga quickly ran 
to bring his father a cup of tea, but the Rebbe 
refused it and scolded his son: “Don’t you know 
that when one is elevated into the spiritual 
dimension of Atzilus, the World of Emanation, 
and at one with the Ohr Ein Sof, the Infinite 
Divine Light, one doesn’t drink tea?

“My dear father, I know. But in Olam haAtzi-
lus, one does not cough, either…” The tzadik 
Rebbe Chaim smiled, and drank his tea. 

I love this maiseh, and think about it alot. 
We are created as humans to live in the world, 
not as angels in Heaven. We are commanded 
to live in this world, to really experience life… 
and when we are truly alive, and live with pur-
pose and intent, we can reveal the infinite light 
that is sown into the physicality of the world, 
and reveal the greatest of supernal levels. We 
can experience a little bit of heaven where we 
really are, right here on earth. Knowing where, 
who and what I really am - and what I aspire 
to become… that is a starting point of Teshuva. 

In this sefer & in many or your articles 
you mention Reb Zusha of Anipoli. What is it 
about Reb Zusha that is so attractive to you? 
Ah… Reb Zusha! The Kotzker Rebbe, zy’a, who 
unapologetically held his colleagues and stu-
dents to a high moral and spiritual standard, was 
a great admirer of Reb Zusha, referring to him 
as “a genius in humility”. There are few among 
the tzadikim as beloved as Reb Zusha. He is the 
paradigm of unassuming righteousness, sincer-
ity, innocence and self-effacement.  Reb Zusha 
is the sweetest, and the embodiment of real, 

natural, down-to-earth holiness. Reb Zusha is so 
open, so real. 

The saying is that you can’t judge a book by 
its cover, but I must tell you I really love your 
cover. Your cover photo has a horse leading a 
wagon with what appears to be rabbonim in 
it going up to heaven. Can you please explain 
this beautiful cover? Who designed it & what 
was the thought process?  Ha! Love this ques-
tion. I actually hope that people will judge the 
book by its cover! Mosaica design beautiful cov-
ers…Their art director Mrs. Broyde whole team 
have a sensitive eye for holy aesthetics. The pic-
ture is called “From Chaslavitch to Lubavitch”, 
a painting by the legendary Reb Zalman Klein-
man, z”l - depicting a group of chasidim (not 
Rabbanim!) on their way to the Rebbe. We are 
all in this world on a journey, striving toward 
the heavens, trying to figure out the way. The 
main thing is to know that whatever path we 
are on, we are Baderech, in-process, on a holy 
journey together. Also, a beautiful cover makes it 
less likely to end up in the give-away geniza pile. 

Who would you say are your target read-
ers? Rav Kook wrote that all books, and all of 
the knowledge that is expressed externally from 
oneself exists only to help awaken the “ruach 
hapnimi”, one’s inner spirit and to bring to light 
that which is hidden deep within us. So… I guess 
I wrote this for myself, and hope some of it might 
resonate in others.

How long has this sefer been in the mak-
ing?  I’m almost 44. 

Is there something else that we did not 
discuss about the sefer that you would like 
to mention? Rav Yaakov of Lisa, zy’a, author 
of Nesivos haMishpat, said: “A single good idea 
makes an entire book worthwhile.” I tried to 
write this book with Temimus, as naturally as 
possible, with my own words and voice. I pray 
readers will find a good idea, story or Torah nug-
get they’ll enjoy - and that will make all the effort 
worthwhile. Thank you! 
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Geulas Yisrael  
Two, Not Three

We weren’t just chosen by 
Hashem. In addition to selecting 
Avraham for a grand mission, 

Hashem forged a historical Covenant with 
him. This everlasting and unbreakable Cov-
enant is invulnerable to human betrayal. 
The Covenant cannot be shattered but if 
violated, harsh consequences await us. 
Twice, the Torah delineates the repercus-
sions for disobeying our Covenant with 
Hashem. One tochacha section is inserted 
at the end of sefer Vaykira while the sec-
ond one appears toward the end of sefer 
Devraim. Sadly, these nightmarish scenes 
materialized in the wake of our unremit-
ting insubordination.

The book of Devarim is nicknamed 
“Mishneh Torah” as it reviews and sum-
marizes the earlier books. A review of 
the Torah would be incomplete without a 
restatement of the terrifying details of the 
tochacha. However, there are significant 
discrepancies between the first tochacha 
of Vayikra and the review in Devarim. 
These signature differences convinced the 
Ramban that these accounts actually refer 
to two very different historical events. The 
earlier tochacha in Vayikra details the first 
exile while the latter segment in Devarim 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

portrays the terrible disaster of the second 
exile. 

One salient difference is the emphasis 
placed in the first tochacha upon the sin 
of paganism. Tragically, pagan culture and 
idolatry ran rampant in the first Temple 
era, but was less widespread during the 
second Temple era. Evidently, the tocha-
cha in Vayikra which attributes our exile to 
unbridled pagan worship must be depict-
ing the first exile.

Conversely, the tochacha of Devarim chron-
icles a military invasion of a foreign and 
unfamiliar enemy, landing in Israel as 
“an eagle from afar”. As these conquering 
armies speak a confusing language, they 
are even more frightening. The first mik-
dash, however, was destroyed by a very 
familiar adversary. The Babylonians- our 
former allies- inhabited lands to the North 
of Israel and spoke an Aramaic which most 
Jews were conversant in. The Romans were 
a previously unknown army and struck 
a new form of terror in the hearts of the 
Jews. Suddenly, endless legions of Roman 
soldiers arrived on ships – as an eagle from 
a far-away land. Ironically, they carried the 
emblem of a bald eagle upon their weapons 
and their banners. 

Additionally, the second tochacha describes 
the Jews being shipped out of Israel upon 
the high seas. The route from Yerushalayim 
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to Babylonia doesn’t include any ocean 
journeys. Traveling to Rome, of course, 
entails being loaded as slaves and relocated 
over the Mediterranean sea. The details of 
the second tochacha are more consistent 
with the destruction of the second mikdash.

A final signal that Devarim refers to the sec-
ond exile is the Torah’s description of our 
hideous and almost mind boggling suffer-
ing: we will become crazed from the sights 
we behold! The Babylonian exile lasted 
only 70 years and didn’t entail extraor-
dinary or prolonged suffering. After the 
trauma of the initial destruction of the 
mikdash, the Jews landed in Babylonia and 
Persia and enjoyed relatively stable lives. 
In fact, life in Babylonia became too com-
fortable. Seventy years later Ezra invited 
the Jews to return and to rebuild Yerusha-
layim, but tragically, only 42,000 answered 
his call. The first exile wasn’t gruesome and 
didn’t match the grotesque imagery of the 
Devarim tochacha. 

By contrast, the Jewish odyssey of the past 
1900 years has been brutal and fierce. 
We have been ported from continent to 
continent and, sadly, have weathered per-
secution, hatred and discrimination. It is 
difficult to read the dreadful scenes of the 

Devarim tochacha without thinking about 
the nightmare of the Holocaust. The hor-
rors of the second tochacha match the sad 
reality of our long exile. This fascinating 
analysis of the Ramban discloses a crucial 
message about Jewish redemption. Each 
tochacha is tagged to a different Jewish 
exile. Essentially, the Torah only lists two 
exiles. Evidently, - if there is no third tocha-
cha- there will be no third exile. That aspect 
of history has already concluded.

We have returned from the long exile 
described in Devarim. So many people are 
troubled by the question of whether our 
return to Israel is Divinely redemptive. 
How do we know it is a historical shift and 
not merely geopolitical dynamics or some 
other historical escapade? The Ramban’s 
breakdown assures us that there will never 
be a third exile. Perhaps, our arrival in the 
Land will be occasioned by struggle. Per-
haps, the route to final redemption will be 
rocky and uneven. Perhaps, our greatest 
dreams may not fully be rapidly achieved. 
However, the masses of Jews who return 
home will not be exiled again.  We are 
home to stay. 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

Our Sedra this week, Parshat 
Ki Tavo, contains within it 
the second formal pesukim of 

tochacha- of warning to the Jewish People 
should they fail in their fidelity to Hashem, 
his Torah and mitzvot. 

In the midst of this extended warning, 
we read the verse:

Tachat asher lo avadata et Hashem 
Elokecha B’Simcha UvTuv Leivov meirov kol 
- Since you did not serve Hashem your G-d 
with joy and a glad heart,for the abundance 
of all things...

How exactly are we to understand this 
verse? 

Rabbeinu Bechaya offers a unique 
reading of our verse, tachat asher lo ava-
data et Hashem Elokecha, B’Simcha-  that 
not only did we fail in our Avodat Hashem, 
but that we were b’simcha - we were 
happy and glad with that failure.

Reb Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk zy’a, 
in his sefer, Pri Haaretz offers a slightly dif-
ferent take on our verse. The Rebbe cites 
the well known Talmudic teaching that 
the transgressors among Israel are full of 
mitzvot like the rimon- the pomegranate 
(Chagiga 26a).

What exactly are we meant to learn 
from this teaching likening those who 
transgress to a pomegranate, and how are 
we to understand that despite the fact that 
they are labeled as transgressors, they are 
still full of mitzvot like the rimon?

The Rebbe explains that a pomegran-
ate is indeed full of seeds, in fact the actual 
fruit components of the pomegranate are 
the many individual, compartmentalized, 
isolated seeds. In contrast with almost any 
other fruit, such as an apple or an orange, 
where the seeds are minute, but the fruit 
is one big continuous fleshy object. Our 
approach to mitzvot says the Rebbe must 
be one where each mitzvah is not a ran-
dom isolated sweet little kernel, but rather 
that each  and every mitzvah brings more 
and more sweetness and happiness, that 
each individual mitzvah  is a portion of an 
overall collective whole of sweetness and 
happiness. When that is achieved, explains 
the Rebbe then we will merit to experience 
brachot. 

However, if each  mitzvah remains to 
be an isolated seedling, and doesn’t join 
together with an overall sweet holistic, 
collective “fruit”, then our Avodat Hashem 
is both devoid of vitality and joy and thus 
lacking, and we are therefore suscepti-
ble to stumble and to the harm of outside 
influence.

May each of us be blessed to heed 
this powerful message from the Rebbe of 
Vitebsk, and to live a life of simcha, of joy 
and vitality in our Avodat Hashem, and 
may we merit to experience the bless-
ings that come through Avodat Hashem 
B’Simcha.

Shabbat Shalom 
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CASPI St. – Garden apartment 
in a boutique building, 4 rooms 
(115m) private entrance, bright, 
parking

3300000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com
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we “come,” we return to our deeper selves, 
perhaps searching for solace and meaning.

Notably, in our Parsha the pilgrim actu-
alizes both paradigms: First he “goes out” 
to bring his first fruits to the Beit Hamik-
dash and then, on reflection, he poignantly 
recalls with gratitude all Hashem has done 
for him, ultimately bringing him to Eretz 
Yisra’el.  

Now, during the month of Elul, the tables 
are turned: We are invited to meet “HaMel-
ech Basadeh,” the Almighty King who has 
come out to the fields. Now, Hashem has 
reached out to us – not in war, but in concil-
iation, as Yom Hadin approaches. In reality, 
however, even as we reach out to welcome 
Hashem, we also start the process of put-
ting our external challenges on the side and 
begin looking within ourselves.

Seemingly, our lives follow a pattern of 
continually reaching out and returning to 
our hidden selves. Moshe, too, understood 
that his replacement should be a leader 
who could “go out before them and come 
in before them” (Bemidbar 27:15-17). For 
Rashi, in the merits of that leader, one could 
go out to battle [with life] and return safely. 

So, as the Yamim Nora’im approach, 
let us pray to Hashem that we, too, might 
safely face life’s comings and goings based 
on our merits.   

Shabbat Shalom!

“I Don’t Know 
Whether I’m 
Coming or Going!”

How many times have we 
exclaimed: “I don’t know 
whether I’m coming or going!” 

Well, perhaps this week’s Parsha will give 
us some direction. The Parsha opens with 
“Vehaya Ki Tavo el Ha’aretz” – ‘And it shall 
be when you come to the Land’ – and the 
previous Parsha opened with the phrase 
”Ki Teitzei” – ‘When you will go out [to war].’

Our Parsha beckons us to Eretz Yisra’el 
(and the significance thereof) while ”Ki 
Teitzei” referred to one’s going out to bat-
tle. In essence, it appears that the Torah is 
defining two approaches to life – the first, 
the notion of “coming in,” and the second, 
an outward-looking and more aggressive 
embrace of life. 

Psychologists used to characterize out-
going people as extroverts and inward 
types as introverts.  However, the Torah is 
more didactic. Consider, for example, our 
evening prayer (Hashkiveinu) where we 
ask Hashem to protect us on “our coming 
and our going.” As if to say when we “go,” 
we head for chosen objectives, and when 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

MAZAL TOV to  
Rosanne Polansky and family  

on the birth of her 1st great grandson
Mazal Tov to  

Miriam & Rabbi David Shapiro and family 
on the marriage of their grandson
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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1 Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESEDRECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator
* 2 Bedrooms, renovated on Ben Maimon
* 3 bedrooms,  renovated, succah, on Radak 

Townhouses and Buildings 
TALBIEH TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, 
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external 
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room, 
permit for a 12 sqm succah balcony facing the view.
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!

building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!
KIRYAT MOSHEKIRYAT MOSHE New 90 sqm duplex, 4 rooms including 
MB ensuite, succah, 4th oor, immediate
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Houseplants 
During 
Shemitah

The laws of shemitah surrounding agri-
cultural labors and the handling of holy 
produce (kedushat shevi’it) are dependent 
on numerous factors. One such factor is 
whether a plant is grown directly in the 
ground or in a container. It is accepted 
by many authorities (Shevet HaLevi 8:246; 
Minchat Asher, Shevi’it 32) that the laws of 
shemitah do not apply to plants or trees 
grown in non-perforated pots which are 
located in a roofed building. This article 
explains what constitutes a non-perforated 
pot.

Non-perforated pots
In order for a pot to be considered an 

atzitz sh’eino nakuv (non-perforated pot), 
it has to be completely sealed on all sides. 
A hole which allows any water to escape 
(even on the side of the pot) would render 
the pot an atzitz nakuv (perforated pot), and 
all laws of shemitah would apply (Mishpitei 
Eretz 8:5). 

Materials of pots
Early authorities discuss if the material 

that non-perforated pots are made of has 
halachic significance. Rashi on Massechet 
Gittin (7:b) explains that a non-perforated 

pot made from earthenware is considered 
an atzitz nakuv. Many commentators try to 
explain the rationale behind Rashi’s per-
spective. The Tosafot disagree with Rashi 
regarding earthenware, although they rule 
that a non-perforated pot made from wood 
is considered an atzitz nakuv. The Chazon 
Ish (Dinei Orlah 32) rules like Rashi and cites 
proof against the Tosafot. It is accepted that 
an earthenware planter is considered an 
atzitz nakuv, even if it is sealed on all sides.

A sealed pot made from solid materials 
such as metal, glass or plastic is considered 
an atzitz sh’eino nakuv. An optimal solution 
for earthenware planters or pots is to put 
a plate made of one of the above materi-
als under the earthenware pot in order 
to change its status into an atzitz sh’eino 
nakuv.     

Size of the pots and plants
In order to be considered an atzitz 

sh’eino nakuv, the pot must be easily mov-
able. Authorities rule that planters or pots 
that are too large to move around because 
of their size and weight are considered 
part of the ground. Therefore, many laws 
of shemitah apply to them even if they are 
inside a roofed building (Kedushat Ha’aretz 
23:39). Similarly, some authorities rule that 
any planter that holds more than 330 liters 
(40 se’ah) is considered an atzitz nakuv (see 
Derech Emuna 1:110).

Placement of the non-perforated pot
Authorities debate the status of an indoor 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

tree whose branches protrude beyond the 
perimeter of its pot. The Mishne Lamelech 
(Hilchot Bikurim 2:9) and others rule that in 
such a case, the pot is considered an atzitz 
nakuv even if it is completely sealed. The 
logic being that since the branches are over 
the ground, they feed off the moisture from 
the floor and are considered as if they are 
connected to the ground. However, later 
authorities point out that only when the 
floor is made of earth does this law apply. 
Thus, if the floor is made of wood or over-
laid with carpeting or PVC, the extending 
branches would be of no consequence (see 
Mishpitei Eretz p.110-111).  

Some poskim rule that if a sealed pot is 
on a tiled floor made of ceramic or earth-
enware material, the pot is considered an 
atzitz nakuv and the laws of shemitah apply. 
However, there is room to dispute this, since 
the plants do not actually draw up water 
and nourishment through the flooring. 

Additionally, many poskim accept that 
if the tiled floor is not on the ground floor, 
rather on a higher level (from ground floor 
and up), earthenware tiles have effect and 
the pot is considered an atzitz sh’eino nakuv 
(Minchat Shlomo 1:41). Being that in most 
modern houses even the ground floor is on 
a cast concrete slab, there is often room to 
be lenient. One should consult a rav.

Air is not considered a barrier between 
the ground and the planter. As such, a per-
forated planter hanging above a floor is 

considered as if it is resting on that floor 
(see Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 67:22 
and Mishpitei Eretz 8:5).

In summary:
• Plants and trees in non-perforated pots 

grown in a closed structure are exempt 
from the laws of shemitah.

• Non-perforated pots must be com-
pletely sealed on all sides.

• According to halachah, in order for a 
pot to be considered non-perforated (atzitz 
sheino nakuv), it must be made of a material 
other than earthenware.

• In a case where a pot is made from 
earthenware, a plate made of another mate-
rial may be placed beneath it in order for it 
to be considered a non-perforated pot.

• Non-perforated pots that hold more 
than 330 liters or which are not easily 
portable are not considered halachically 
non-perforated.

• In a case where the branches of 
non-perforated pots protrude beyond the 
perimeter of the pot, some halachic author-
ities say that it is no longer considered 
non-perforated.

• A perforated pot hanging in the air 
is still considered perforated even though 
there is space between the pot and the 
ground.

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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OU Israel’s Jack E. Gindi Oraita Youth 
Center in Ariel ran a powerful program 
aimed to keep teens from getting into 
trouble with the police. “It is important 
for teens to look at the police differently” 
– Yaden Cohen, Branch Director

Summer vacation can be a challenging time 
for teenagers who often find themselves 
without productive activities to occupy their 
time. Sometimes, particularly in the at-risk 
neighborhoods we work in, this means 
they cross the line and find themselves at 
the police station or 
even with a crim-
inal record that 
could hold them 
back in the mili-
tary and in their 
life in general. One 
of the goals of the OU Israel Youth Centers 
is to keep teens out of trouble by occupying 
their time productively and teaching them 
the importance of responsibility. In order to 
further this goal, our Oraita Club in Ariel ran 
an innovative joint program with their local 
police force. 

Among the Oraita Club’s summer activi-
ties and as a part of the Mila Project (Israel 

OU ISRAEL'S
YOUTH CENTERS

Police for Youth), local community police 
officers prepared a fascinating day of activ-
ity through which Oraita members learned 
about the work of the police, how it assists, 
and about cooperation between the teens 
and the community police officers. The day 
was led by Yaden Cohen, Branch Director of 
the Oraita Youth Center in Ariel, and com-
munity policeman Yinon Tabib, who went to 
a lot of trouble to make the day work.

Pavel Pulav, the Deputy Mayor of Ariel, and 
community police representatives honored 

the event with 
their presence 
and spoke to 
the members 
about taking 
responsibility 
in the summer 

and taking advantage of this time off. At the 
end of the day, the officers gave each Oraita 
member a gift and said they hoped that the 
only encounters with the police in future 
would be like this.

"It was a very interesting day," said Oraita 
member Naama Harari. "Before we saw 
police officers as people we should keep 
away from or as people whose whole job 

OU Israel Around the Country:  
Before, we saw police officers as people we should keep away from...

RACHELI AMAR NINIO
Director of Education and Development
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NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Mini Penthouse in Savyoni Arnona -  
3.5 rooms, 84m + Sukka mirpeset, lobby, 
double parking, storage, amazing views, 
Shabbat elevator. 2.39m nis
For Rent - 
San Simon, Shimoni 39 - 3 rooms, 3rd floor, 
renovated and furnished, 4670 nis/month
19m Studio in Old Katamon - by the 
Shteiblach, furnished. 1900nis/month 
including utilities

10 dunams (10,000 square meters)
Private land in the Tabu near 

Safed.
With great view of the Kinneret  

Tiberias - and the Golan Heights  
1.200.000 NIS only.

The project is already in the initial 
process for future construction.

Directed and supervised by  
Rabbi Moshe Keinan

For more details -  
+972-53-3456067

Great opportunity!Great opportunity!

is to harass us. This showed us what an 
important role they have and how much 
they can help us. There’s even a chance I’ll 
volunteer some day."

Yaden Cohen expresses, "We welcome the 
cooperation with the police. It is important 
for these youth to see the police in a differ-
ent way. The police are not only about traffic 
tickets and breaking up noisy parties. It is 
also good for the police officers to meet 
these teens face to face – and not just on a 
call out. We are very grateful to community 
police officer Yinon who makes every effort 
for the youth in Ariel including our Club 
members."  

We invite you to partner with us to help 
at-risk Israeli youth: www.ouisrael.org/
donate 

OU Israel Youth Centers operate in 20 
low-socioeconomic communities through-
out Israel, from Kiryat Shmona in the North 
to Dimona in the South. We work primarily 
with disadvantaged youth from immigrant 
backgrounds and youth from broken homes. 
Our flagship Makom Balev and Jack E. Gindi 
Oraita programs help thousands of youth 
gain confidence, complete their high school 
degrees, and succeed in IDF service enabling 
them grow into healthy and successful young 
men and women.
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Today

When reading through the 
portion one notices that 
Moshe uses the word 

“Today  – Hayom” numerous times in his 
speech. I found 11 times – see how many 
you can find. The first time we encounter 
the word it is in relation to what the farmer 
recites when he brings his first fruits of 
the seven species to the Beit Hamikdash 
“Today I am affirming…that I have come 
to the land…” ( 26:3).

What is interesting is that in next week’s 
portion of Netzavim we also find the word 
Hayom repeated – starting from the first 
verse of the portion where God renews the 
covenant both with those standing there 
“today” as well as for those not standing 
there “today” ( 29:9-13). But if the covenant 

is for all generations, why repeat the word 
“today” that seems to be a word that is lim-
ited to just one certain day?

This can be answered by looking closely 
at the verses in the chapter of Tehilim that 
we now recite every day at the end of dav-
ening –” L’David Hashem Ori” (Tehilim 27) 
“One thing I ask of God, only this do I seek 
…. Shivti Bveit Hashem kol yemei chayai-to 
live in the House of the Lord… U’lvaker 
Bhechalo- and visit  His Temple” But it 
seems like King David is contradicting 
himself – first he asks to be able to reside 
in God’s house for the rest of his life Shivti, 
and then he says, he wants to lvaker –visit 
each day. Which is 

It seems that David is asking for two 
things. He wants to be able to remain in 
the Beit Hamikdash all the time, but with 
the energy and excitement of one who is 
coming for the inaugural visit each day. 

GASTROENTEROLOGY 
PRACTICE IN JERUSALEM

MOSHE RUBIN, MD 
FORMER DIVISION CHIEF AT NEW YORK PRESBYTERIAN-QUEENS AND 

FACULTY MEMBER AT CORNELL AND COLUMBIA UNIVERSITIES. 
CASTLE CONNOLLY “BEST DOCTOR” AND NY TIMES “SUPERDOCTOR” 

 PROVIDING EXPERT CONSULTATION, COLONOSCOPY, UPPER 
ENDOSCOPY AND SMALL BOWEL ENTEROSCOPY 

PRIVATE PATIENTS: TEL. 02-5454041 
MACCABI: TEL. 02-5060390  

SHAARE ZEDEK: TEL. 02-6666116 
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FOR SALE

BAKA BORDER-GERMAN COLONY 
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE 

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION

QUIET OFF STREET,  CLOSE TO MESILA
NIS 7,300,000

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, AREA FOR SUKKAH
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

FOR RENT

3 ROOM APT IN KATAMONIM
NEXT TO MESILA PARK

3RD FLOOR, 65 M. 
4300 NIS/MONTH

IMMEDIATE
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

Just like a tourist who comes to Israel for 
the first time and is so excited to pray at 
the Kotel. For us who live here and can go 
every day we can lose that elation and our 
prayers at the Kotel may be somewhat flat. 
How can we keep it up day in and day out? 
It isn’t easy. One way is by reminding our-
selves to look and experience everything 
as if its’ new, today for the first time, like a 
traveler with his camera, capturing every-
thing from each angle and experiencing 
everything with rapture. 

Just today I experienced this feeling 
when I heard that my cousin’s son arrived 
to learn here in a Yeshiva in the old city, 
a few minutes away from the Kotel with a 
rooftop view of Har Habayit. I was filled 
with the excitement that he must have for 
this great opportunity for learning, growth, 
and inspiration. This is the feeling that 
Moshe is trying to instill in us by using the 
word “Today” so many times. Each day is 
a new “today” with its new opportunities 
for renewal. Each day we can renew and 
strengthen our covenant and connection 
with Hashem. This is the feeling we want 
to awaken in ourselves when we recite 
L’David Hashem Ori each morning during 
these auspicious days leading up to the  
High Holidays. 

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov (Likutei 
Moharan tanina, ער”ב) teaches us how to 
use the lesson of “Hayom” in serving God. 
He says that if a person just concentrates on 
today, on this moment in time, and doesn’t 
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worry about what happened before or the 
difficult journey ahead he has more chance 
of being successful. Using an attitude of 
“one step at a time”, “today I will move 
forward this much” frees people to move, 
change and grow. Not pushing things off for 
tomorrow enables the person to keep up 
the momentum. What looks like a limiting 
outlook – to concentrate on “today” allows 
us to start on the right path and enables us 
to continue and reach great heights. 

Wishing everyone a great “today” that 
will lead into a Shana Tova.

 RECIPE

The farmer brings Bikurim from the first 
fruits that ripen in his field of the seven 
species that Israel is blessed with (Dvarim 
8:8). One such fruit is figs. On the tiyulim 
we made this summer we saw many fig 
trees laden with green and purple figs at 
different stages of ripeness.  One can also 
find nice figs in the shuk now. So I decided 
to include a recipe for fig bars. If you don’t 
have fresh figs the recipe can be made with 
dried ones as well. Figs can attract wasps, 
thrips, beetles or flies so they must be 
checked well. This recipe can be made with 
Silan, date syrup – as dates are another one 
of the seven species.

FIG BARS

Filling

1/2 kilo ripe figs, washed, checked for bugs, 
stems removed then chopped

1-2 tablespoons silan (date syrup) or maple 

Great house, garden and
terrace, panoramic views, 6

rooms, parking, 2 rented flats. 

VILLA  IN MALHA
Gorgeous villa,  8 rooms, 2 levels  

renovated,  basement divided
into 4 flats, parking, garden. 

Unique house with swimming
pool, huge garden and terraces,

panoramic views, 6 rooms, 2
rented flats, garden, storage

VILLA IN GILO

VILLA IN HOLYLAND

APT IN RECHAVIA

GARDEN APT IN KATAMON

COTTAGE IN EMEK REFAIM
Duplex, 130sqm, 6 rooms, roof

terrace 84sqm, option for TAMA
parking , storage. New price !

Nice 3 rooms, 75sqm, open
views, succah balcony, 3rd floor. 

Lovely garden, 3.5 rooms, 
 renovated, rented storage. 

www.jerusalemimmobilier.com

02 678 65 95
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syrup

2 tablespoons lemon juice

1 teaspoon vanilla extract  

 Crust:

1 cup rolled oats

1 cup whole wheat flour

1/4 cup brown sugar

1/2 teaspoon baking soda

1/3 cup oil

Combine figs and silan (or maple syrup ) 
and cook over medium heat, until bubbling 
and thickened about 15-20 minutes. Stir 
occasionally. Add 1-2 tablespoons of water if 
the mixture is sticking to the sides. Don’t let 
burn. Remove from heat and stir in lemon 
juice, and vanilla. Let cool while preparing 
the oatmeal crust. Line an 20*20 cm square 
baking pan with parchment paper. Com-
bine oats, flour, sugar, and baking soda in a 
bowl. Add oil, combining gently using your 
hand. Save 1/2 cup for the top and spread 
the rest evenly into pan, pressing down 
firmly using the back of a spatula. Cover 
with warm fig topping. Scatter reserved 
oat mixture over the top. Press down lightly. 
Bake for 30 minutes in preheated oven at 
180 C. Cool, cut and serve. 

��������������������������������1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + 
guest bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, 
small machsan, asking 2,550,000 dollars

��
	���������������������������3 rooms, 65m, first 
floor, completely renovated, 3 air directions, 
beautiful balcony. Asking price: 2,750,000nis. 
Call Tami 050 5777712

1 5 +  y e a r s  ex p e r i e n c e
M o b i l e - f r i e n d l y  w e b s i t e

E a s y  s e c u r e  o n l i n e  p a y m e n t s

CONTACT 
US TODAY!

Akiva Bookman 
akiva@rentalsofdistinction.com 

443.498.8209 
www.rentalsofdistinction.com

2-5 BEDROOMS

NEAR OLD CITY, 
CITY CENTER 
LOCATIONS

GLATT KOSHER APARTMENTS 

Available for  
the Chagim
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Real Life Rescues 
Going the Distance To Save a Life
In The Early Morning Hours EMTs Cross Jerusalem  
To Perform Successful CPR
Jerusalem - On Wednesday morning, just after 4:00 a.m., United Hatzalah Dispatch and 
Command Center was notified about a serious medical emergency taking place in the southern 
neighborhood of Gilo in Jerusalem. An older woman has been found by her loved ones 
unconscious and unresponsive in her home. Dispatchers sent the notification to local EMTs in 
the neighborhood, but knowing that it would take the volunteers a few minutes to wake up, 
get dressed and rush over, they also sent three volunteers who were already awake and near 
the dispatch center to respond. 

Noam Yitzchak, an EMT from Ra’anana had been in Jerusalem visiting with a friend of his who 
was working in the dispatch at the time. EMTs Mordechai Oved and Meir Shore were also near 
the dispatch center, located in the Romema neighborhood when they received the alert. All 
three volunteers rushed out and sped across the city in emergency vehicles in order to respond. 
The trio arrived just a few minutes later together with an ambulance. The team rushed inside 
the woman’s apartment and after checking for a pulse and finding none, they began CPR. 

A defibrillator was attached and Noam, Mordechai, and Meir alternated performing 
compressions and administering assisted ventilation. The woman was in a state of asystole, 
with no electrical or mechanical activity taking place in her heart. For 40 minutes the EMTs 
continued compressions not wishing to give up the fight for the woman’s life. With hope 
dwindling, the team was ecstatic to finally see the woman’s pulse return after 45 minutes of 
intense CPR efforts. 

Once her pulse returned the woman was loaded onto a mobile intensive care ambulance that 
had arrived and transported to the hospital for continuing treatment. 

“The emergency was taking place on the 
other side of the city, but in the dead of 
night, it doesn’t take long to cross the 
city,” said Meir. “We arrived altogether 
and performed CPR for 45 minutes 
before we succeeded in bringing back her 
pulse. I was exhausted for a good part of 
the morning, but there is no feeling like 
bringing someone back from the brink of 
death and giving them a fighting chance 
at living again. This is what we are here for 
and I am very happy that I got the chance 
to participate in helping this woman. It is 
a great way to start the day.” 

1221
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NEW!
Corona and Serological

Testing Station
United Hatzalah
Airport City

Hagolan 1  
United Hazalah Corona Tests

 Airport City

OPEN 24hrs 
FROM Saturday at 23:00 (11pm)

UNTIL Friday 13:00 (1pm)
•

Show up and get tested
- No appointments necessary

חדש!
מתחם בדיקות

קורונה וסרולוגי 
איחוד הצלה

בקרית שדה התעופה
רח' הגולן 1 - לוד איירפורט סיטי
(צמוד למאפה נאמן)
מאפה נאמן איירפורט סיטי

פתוח רצוף כל השבוע 24/6
ממוצאי שבת בשעה 23:00 
ועד יום שישי בשעה 13:00
•
אין צורך בהזמנת תור
- באים ונבדקים

PCR@1221.org.il
+972.2.6220.482

לפרטים והזמנות, קבוצות ובדיקות בית
For details and home testing or group bookings

*9034

Serological Tests     ₪ 249    בדיקה סרולוגית

Corona PCR Tests     ₪ 269    בדיקת קורונה
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Lia Manning
Gush Chapter 
Director
Fear: The Test And 

Worst Driving Force

How many of us would drive at the speed 
limit if we didn’t have the fear of paying a 
hefty fine? Who can honestly say that they 
would never cheat on tests were it guar-
anteed that they wouldn’t get caught and 
there would be no consequences? Fear 
is a big motivator in our life. So much so, 
that at times it takes away our free will. 
Because of this, I am always left perplexed 
when reading Parashat Ki Tavo. The many 
curses recounted with their gruesome 
punishments seem to be the exposition of 
a fear-based methodology of education. Is 
this really the motivation Hashem wants us 
to have while adhering to His Torah?

Rav David Stav points out that there is a 
reason why this Parasha comes before 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Rosh Hashana and not after. Had Hashem 
wanted us to keep this admonition in mind 
when deciding how to act, the beginning 
of the year might have been a much more 
appropriate time to remind us of said 
consequences. Rather, we are told what 
Hashem has in store for those who don’t 
heed His word right at the end of Ellul. By 
this point, surely, what is done, is done.

What then is the meaning of these Psukim? 
Why now? Does Judaism believe in instill-
ing a sentiment of regret post-factum, close 
to the Yamim Noraim (a sort of buyer’s 
remorse – a valid feeling that comes too 
late to act upon)?

Fear is not the educational tool being imple-
mented here. Although it is important to 
know that our actions have consequences 
and what those consequences are, the 
fear of the outcome is not the right rea-
son why to act properly. In order to have 
a clear head and decide how to act based 
on our own volition we need to believe 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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in ourselves and in our values, irrelevant 
of what they will bring. Rav Stav explains 
that it is paramount to keep these curses 
in mind, however, they ‘belong’ to the pre-
vious year. Fear can be paralyzing and 
therefore, in order to move on to a new 
year of holy acts of faith we need to close 
the chapter of fear behind us.

Next time you don’t speed or don’t cheat 
on a test, challenge yourself to think of the 
true reasons why you are doing that. Yes, it 
is important to know that you could cause 
a terrible accident or flunk the class, but it 
is all the more powerful to believe that you 
are choosing to live according to your val-
ues of mutual respect and honesty. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"  
to the Land of Israel by encouraging  
passionate Judaism through Torah and  
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, August 25 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur  

is sponsored by Rachel Steiner in loving memory of  
Pearl Steiner a”h פריווע פנינה בת יואל הלוי ע”ה  

 on her 32nd yahrzeit - י”ט אלול

Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim 
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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JERUSALEM ︱ KFAR DANIEL ︱ BNEI BRAK ︱ TEL AVIV ︱ RAANANA ︱ HAIFA ︱BEN GURION AIRPORT

W W W . H A Z O R F I M . C 0 . I L  •  0 7 2 - 3 7 0 0 3 6 8

O R D E R  N O W

BEAUTIFY

MITZVA
YOUR

Special Promotion 
for Yom Tov


