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“Roni akara…pitzchi rina v’tzahali…”

Our haftarah opens with the Yishaya-
hu’s call to Israel to celebrate: “Sing…

burst out into song and jubilate” he cries out. 
And by starting the haftarah with this call, 
the ancient scholars break away from the 
pattern established by the first four haftarot 
of consolation. Consider: after calling to Isra-
el’s prophets to comfort the grieving nation 
(“Nachamu, Nachamu Ami”), the open-
ings of the readings that follow reflect the 
nation’s refusal to be comforted (“Vatomer 
Tziyon azavani Hashem”, “Aniya soarah lo 
nuchama”) and Hashem’s response that He 
would comfort them (“Anochi, Anochi Hu 
menachemchem”). But they never start by 
urging Israel to rejoice.

Yet, our haftarah does begin with that mes-
sage – as do the introductions of the last two 
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of these haftarot (“Kumi Ori”, “Sos Assis”). 
Nonetheless, this clarion call that begins our 
haftarah can lead to confusion. A simple 
reading could lead one to believe that the 
barren woman should rejoice BECAUSE she 
hasn’t given birth rather than the true mean-
ing that such an unfortunate one may yet 
rejoice ALTHOUGH she hasn’t given birth.

This was a hidden blessing 
that insured the survival of 
the Jewish nation

HaRav Soloveitchik, z”l, turns our attention 
to Tractate Berachot (10a) where a Saddu-
cee misunderstood the pasuk as being one 
that told the barren woman how fortunate 
she was for NOT having borne children. 
The Rav contends that the heretic wasn’t 
simply mistranslating the sense of the verse 
– rather, he had a deeper intention in posing 
his mocking question; in the Rav’s words, it 
was meant as a “theological polemic”. 

The Sadducee, he explains, was arguing that 
by Israel’s stubborn adherence to their faith 
they were “rewarded” only with exile and 
persecution. The powerful and numerous 
Roman Empire was proof of their success 
while the barren woman symbolized Israel 
who had no hope for “children”, i.e. for any 
future, and the very fact that she had no 
children, that is, that she was so weak and 
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small in number, was a clear proof that she 
– and her faith - had been rejected by G-d.

The Rav presented his response to the her-
etic’s claim and said: “The answer is one 
attested to by Jewish history, but appre-
ciated by only a few.” The Rav goes on to 
suggest that, had there been no exile, no 
persecution, no assimilation, the Jews would 
number at least 150,000,000 by now and not 
10-15,000,000. But this is precisely what was 
promised in Sefer D’varim (7; 7) “….ki atem 
ham’at mikol ha’amim”-that you were not 
chosen because you were the most numer-
ous of the nations, for you are the fewest. 
And this was a hidden blessing that insured 
the survival of the Jewish nation.

Yes, we should rejoice for being the small-
est of nations, for being “barren”, because 
it was the reason which created committed 
and passionate adherents. It created the 
necessity of training students and scholars 
that carried on our Mesorah from parent to 
child, from year to year and from generation 
to generation. It was this “hidden” blessing 
that was left for us and that preserved us to 
this day.

And was caused us to sing, to celebrate and 
to burst out in song. 

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lec-
tures can be viewed by visiting the OU Israel 
Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.org/
video-library
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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