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A Good Offense

This week’s Parsha, Ki Teitzei opens up by 
discussing wartime laws regarding Jewish 
soldiers taking non-Jewish female captives 
as a wife. While the Halacha is technically 
relevant, the chances of one of us needing 
this information for practical use is 0%. As 
the question should always be when look-
ing over the pesukim in the Torah, and 
particularly the weekly Torah portion; 
what can I learn from this and how can it 
enable me to grow?

The first Pasuk of our Parsha reads as 
follows:

בִי֥תָ  יָדֶךָ֖ וְשָׁ לְחָמָה֖ עַל־אֽיְֹבֶי֑ךָ וּנְתָנוֹ֞ יְ-ה אֱלֹקיךָ בְּ י־תֵצֵא֥ לַמִּ כִּֽ

בְיֽוֹ  שִׁ

“If you go out to war against your enemies, 
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and the Lord, your God, will deliver him 
into your hands, and you take his captives.”

The Pasuk begins with going out to war 
against your enemies. The Chassidic mas-
ters tell us that the enemies can also refer 
to your Yetzer Hara. This already gives us 
keen advice for us to follow! Our Yetzer 
Hara is something we should go to battle 
with, something we need to constantly 
fight against. If you don’t feel like you’re in 
a battle with your Yetzer Hara, something 
already needs to change. Another piece of 
advice is hinted to in the words “Ki Teit-
zei- when you go out”. Don’t wait for your 
Yetzer Hara to attack you, you should be 
going out for the first attack. As is often 
said, the best defense is a good offense.

The Pasuk continues with “Unetano 
Hashem Elokecha Byadecha- and Hashem 
your G-D will deliver him into your hands.” 
This comes to teach us a very important 
lesson if read carefully. The enemies and 
challenges, INCLUDING our Yetzer Hara, 
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that we receive in our lives, all comes from 
Hashem. Hashem is the one who delivers 
the enemy into your hands and Hashem 
specifically is the one who thought you 
were qualified to wage this war and fight 
this battle. This means you WILL pre-
vail when giving your all with strong 
persistence.

The final part of the Pasuk ends with 
“Vshavita Shivyo-and you take his cap-
tives.” This enemy/Yetzer Hara that you’re 
battling with is not something you’re meant 
to annihilate, it’s something you’re meant 
to take captive. All the challenges and bad 
in our lives are there for us to hold onto 
and grow from, not forget about and sweep 
under the rug.

May Hashem give us all the strength to use 
our abilities to defeat our Yetzer Hara and 
see the complete redemption speedily in 
our days. Shabbat Shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"  
to the Land of Israel by encouraging  
passionate Judaism through Torah and  
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 
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