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This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
Photo By: Daniel Santacruz

Meaning: The picture was taken near my house in Mizpe Nevo, my neighborhood. It shows how beautiful
this land is and how nature is one of the manifestations of Hashem's glory. Dozens of birds fly at sunset in
Maale Adumim in direction north-south and I always wanted to photograph them with the hills of
Jerusalem in the background as they passed by.
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SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
•

Rosh Chodesh Elul is on Sunday, August 8th and Monday, August 9th

המולד יהיה מחר ביום ראשון ארבעים ושלש דקות ועשרה חלקים אחרי עשר בבקר
ראש חדש אלול יהיה מחר ביום ראשון וביום שני הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה
•

The custom among the Sefardim is to begin reciting Slichot with the new month of Elul.

KIDDUSH LEVANA

Earliest Kiddush Levana 3 Days after Molad 4 Elul/ Wed. night Aug. 11
7 Days After Molad 8 Elul/ Sun. night Aug. 15
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until.. 15 Elul, Sun. Aug. 22, All night
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Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:48 PM • next week - 8:41pm

TImes According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

There’s a famous story
about a man invited to tour
Heaven. He’s taken around
many rooms, and then is
brought to a room with
many angels that are super busy, running
around, and filing. The visitor asks what
the room is, and he is told that it is the busiest room. It’s the room where everyone’s
requests are sent, and the angels organize
the categories - those praying for health,
parnosa, marriage, children, Shalom Bayit,
etc. The man was very impressed. Next, he
is taken to an adjacent, smaller room with
only one angel sitting at a desk. He is told
that this is the room that receives thank you
letters after people’s requests are granted.
This is a powerful parable. So often in life,
we daven for ourselves and others - a
beautiful mitzvah and a way to connect to
Hashem. This story helps me try to focus
on taking time to thank Hashem for all of
the blessings in my life. As I shared previously, I was on many Refuah lists the past
5 months, and I want to thank each of you

May the Torah learned from this
issue be  לעילוי נשמתour beloved
husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

Rabbi I. Fred Hollander z"l
on his yahrzeit
Rosh Chodesh Elul
4
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who davened for me from the bottom of my
heart. Baruch Hashem, the two postoperative tests I have undergone show that I was
blessed with a Refuah Sheleima. Last week
I was zoche to host a seudat hodaya (meal
of thanks) in my home, publicly thanking Hashem and everyone who prayed
for me. It was a humbling and emotional
experience.
On a different note, I want to share a
recent discussion we have been having at
OU Israel regarding our 3rd Annual Torah
Yerushalayim Aseret Yemei Teshuva day
of learning in preparation for Yom Kippur.
Two years ago, we held this mega event at
the Ramada hotel in Yerushalayim with
over 2,000 participants. The full day program which ran from 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM
(ending with musical Selichot led by Rabbi
Shlomo Katz) was an uplifting Torah experience which transformed our Yom Kippur
davening.
Last year, due to Covid-19, we shifted to
a three day virtual Torah Yerushalayim.
With over 31,000 Shiur views this format
impacted people in Israel and around the
world. When we met a few months ago to
discuss this year’s Torah Yerushalayim program, we were confident that we would be
able to offer the best of both worlds - running an in-person event which we would
livestream to those in Israel and abroad
that are not able to attend the live program

in Yerushalayim. Yet, the recent increase in
Israel’s Corona numbers and new restrictions are causing us to re-evaluate.
Please save the date: Sunday,  ו אלול- September 12 for the OU’s 3rd Annual Torah
Yerushalayim in loving memory of David
& Norma Fund Z”L. It is truly a zechut to
run this program in memory of David and
Norma Z”L; they and their children are
pioneers and part of the tapestry of the
OU. We will keep you updated whether
this inspirational event will be in-person,
solely virtual, or a hybrid program. Please
know we are working hard to inspire Klal
Yisrael before Yom Kippur and pray that in
the merit of a powerful Yom Kippur davening we will all be granted a year of health,
prosperity, and lots of nachat.
Thinking about Torah Yerushalayim
reminds me of a Gadol I had the Zechut of
meeting many times and whose first Yahrzeit is this upcoming week, HaRav HaGaon
Zalman Nechemia Goldberg (the GARZAN)
ZT”L. The last time that I had the zechut
of seeing Rav Zalman Nechemia ZT”L was
at Torah Yerushalayim two years ago. Rav
Goldberg ZT”L was one of three Gedolim,
including Rav Hershel Schachter Shlita and
Rav Shlomo Amar Shlita, that signed the
OU’s Semichas Chaver Program (SCP) certificate. SCP is an innovative Torah initiative
started and coordinated by Rav Elyada
Goldvicht which is changing the lives of
thousands of families in Israel and around

Mazal Tov to
Naama & Matan Kotler

on the birth of their 2nd son
Thanks to the Silmans for the use of the Kisei shel Eliyahu

the world, and Rav Goldberg ZT”L came
to Torah Yerushalyim to participate in the
SCP Siyum which was held there. (To learn
more about SCP and utilize this opportunity to join this transformative weekly
learning program please visit: www.semichaschaver.com.)
Rav Goldberg ZT”L gave a weekly Thursday night shiur to my Yeshiva in Shilo. No
matter what topic we were learning, he
would give the most insightful shiur full
of Mekorot from everywhere in the Torah
without preparing in advance. I was fortunate to drive with him to Yerushalyim after
the shiur on several occasions. He was a
tremendous Gadol in Torah and Derech
Eretz. Words cannot describe how honored
the OU is knowing that the families and
loved ones of two Gedolim, Rav Zalman
Nechemia Goldberg ZT”L and Rav Adin
Even-Israel Steinsaltz ZT”L recently chose
the platform of Torah Tidbits to honor and
show their admiration for these giants who
have and will continue to impact the Torah
world for decades to come.
Thank you again for all of your Tefilot
for my surgery and recovery. If you have
any insights about Torah Yerushalayim or
SCP, I look forward to hearing from you as
always.

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Mazal Tov to
Gershon & Debbie Markowitz

and family on the engagement of their son
OU ISRAEL CENTER

5

KI
TEITZEI
RE'EH
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of
RCA Israel Region
Parshat Re’eh begins a section filled with
mitzvot. In the next 3 parshiot there are
170 Mitzvot, ¼ of all the mitzvot of the
Torah. In the flow of Moshe’s speech, he is
switching from a discussion of how we got
to where we are, to a discussion of how we
are to live in the Land. No more speaking
about it; now we are speaking of it, the creation of the Jewish society in the Land. In
the first 3 parshiot of Devarim he reviewed
our history and its lessons. If you doubt you
can take the Land, remember the sin of the
spies; don’t repeat their skepticism. If you
doubt your ability, remember your victories over Sichon and Og. If you are worried
that the nations are too powerful for you,
remember the wonders of Egypt; He will

kerenmalki.org
02-567-0602
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Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in Israel,
US and UK.
Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.
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do what is necessary. If you doubt your
worth, remember Sinai; He chose to speak
with you, His people. And if you think you
are superior, remember your failing of the
golden calf. These first 3 parshiot address
the thoughts, doubts, concerns in the minds
of the people; Moshe assuages those uncertainties through recounting the lessons of
their journey to here. Now Moshe begins to
address the society we want to build in the
Land. What are the pillars of this new society? What are its features? Its principles,
its values. It is this that Moshe addresses
now, through the language of mitzvot. It is
to be a G-d centered society. Your loyalty to
G-d will be challenged; it must be vigilantly
protected. And a society of generosity.
1st aliya (Devarim 11:26-12:10) I
place before you blessing as a
consequence of keeping mitzvot;
and curse as a consequence for not. You are
entering the Land and will establish yourself there. These are the laws: rid the land
of idols whether they are on mountains,
hills or under trees. And hence uproot service of them. Do not serve your G-d in
many places rather serve Him in the one
place I choose. That is where you shall
bring all your offerings. And that is where
you shall rejoice.
We are introduced here for the first time
to the notion of one Temple; there is one
and only one place of national service of
G-d. By having just one place, we reinforce
that there is but one G-d. And we are introduced to the notion of simcha. In serving
G-d in this one central place, you will have
simcha. Simcha is the inner joy, the satisfaction, elation of standing before G-d. True

joy is the sense that our lives have meaning,
that we have a treasured relationship with
G-d and He with us; nothing could be more
meaningful or more satisfying. That is simcha, inner joy.
2nd aliya (12:11-28) The place that
G-d will choose to dwell shall be
the place you bring your offerings. And you shall rejoice there with your
family, your workers and the Levi. Now,
you may consume meat wherever you
dwell, but not as holy offerings. The holy
things are to be done in this one place only.
When you enjoy expansive borders and
want to consume meat, you may do so without any restrictions of tuma. However, do
not consume the blood. You may not offer
holy things and vows in your locale, but
only in the place He chooses.
The Torah is emphasizing the exclusive
nature of the Temple. And at the same
time distinguishing between consumption
of meat and Divine service. Meat you may
consume wherever you are; it is mundane,
routine, not Divine service. Meat of Divine
Service; that may only take place in the central place.
3rd aliya (12:29-13:19) When you
become settled in the Land, be
wary of the snare of attraction of
the religions in the Land. Though you be
tempted to want to learn how they serve
their gods and to borrow from that, do not
do it. We have ours; do not add, nor subtract from our own. If a prophet predicts
future events with accuracy but instructs
people to follow a false god, do not listen to
him. You are to follow G-d. If your brother,
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son, daughter or even wife or best friend
try to convince you to follow an idol, do not
listen to them. They are to be put to death
for attempting to sway people to idol worship; you are not to shield them. If an entire
city worships idols, it is to be destroyed.
This aliya outlines the allure of idol worship and in particular, the hooks, the lures
that draw people. In particular 4 hooks: the
beauty of the practices, the power of the
charismatic prophet, the draw of the people closest to us, and the sway of the crowd.
The religions of the world aren’t stupid.
There are many noble practices, much
grandeur, inspiration and beauty. You
may wonder perhaps if our services can
be enhanced by gospel singers or the majesty of the Church organ. Don’t go looking
for their best. For 2 reasons: our practices
are ours. We serve Him in the way He says.
And second, in looking at their practices,
you risk being drawn to switch sides and
simply stay with theirs.
And people influence people. The prophet,
who has earned authority through predicting the future has great sway. Don’t listen
to him. So too, those closest to us, relatives,
spouses, best friends.
MazelPeople
Tov tolisten to peopleDr.
they
trust.
But
not
if Jonathan
they are drawing
Robin Zeiger & Dr.
BenEzra
you to idols.
And
the
power
of
the
on the marriage of their songroup

Mazal Tov to

Zipora Hollander

on the marriage of her grandson
Shahar Har Zahav to Oriya
and on the birth of a great-grandson
Ido Medzinsky, and the birth of a
new great-granddaughter
8
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– social pressure, an entire city. For all of
these, it is also difficult to turn against them
in judgment. We protect our leaders, our
family. We know this all too well; the desire
to protect the person in power or the family
member, while allowing them to continue
their damaging ways.
4th aliya (14:1-21) The laws of
kashrut: animals with a split hoof
and chew their cud may be eaten.
Fish with fins and scales. Birds that are
predatory are listed as not kosher. And do
not consume an animal that died on its
own, nor cook a calf in its mother’s milk.
The laws of kashrut can be seen as a further
barrier to social contact with the peoples of
the Land. While we see the Divine in every
person and this demands of us to respect
and honor every person for that Divine
image, the Torah is very concerned that if
we come too close to the idol worshippers
we will be attracted to the idol worship. Too
close, too dangerous. Food is the forum for
social intimacy. Hence, our rules severely
limit this social contact in order to protect
us from slipping into idol worship.
5th aliya (14:22-29) Maaser sheni:
10% of your produce is to be
eaten in proximity to the Temple
area. If this is too much to transport,
exchange it for money. The money must be
used for food in the holy place, shared with
others. And you will rejoice before G-d.
Maaser sheni is an unusual mitzvah. Teruma is an amount given to Kohanim, as a
tax to support the Kohanim. Maaser is 10%
given to the Leviim to support them. But
Maaser sheni is 10% of the remainder of

but you could possibly do them. For when
the crop to be eaten in the holy place, in
it comes to communications from G-d, you
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of a kind.
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cended the mountain. G-d told him: tell
brought. Care for others is the next pillar.
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My
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form of bankruptcy; allowing a fresh start
for one who has fallen on hard times. The
Torah says there will be no poor. And then
at the end of the aliya it says there will
always be poor. What it means is that there
will always be people who are needy. But
when G-d blesses you with bounty, there
is no reason for those people to be needy
anymore; the farmer will share his bounty.
When you are blessed, share the blessing
with those who need. There will be people
who need; it is your job to make sure they
do not remain that way.

to spend time in Jerusalem regularly. That
experience makes a difference. We all
know that. Moving out of our routine and
experiencing a different, more rarified and
holy place will leave its mark. While we are
always before G-d, the regular journey to
Jerusalem creates a regular bond with rarefied holiness. We see it in our own time;
oh, how privileged we are to see the impact
of the richness of our modern day Jerusalem on the Jews of the world. And were it 3
times a year, and not just once in a lifetime,
how much more so would that impact be.

7th aliya (15:19-16:17) A first-born
animal shall be brought as an
offering. Should it be blemished, it
is consumed by the owner. Pesach: the
Pesach offering must be brought in the place
He chooses. Shavuot: You and all yours shall
rejoice in the place He chooses. Sukkot: You
shall celebrate for 7 days at the time of the
harvest and shall be joyful. On these holidays one appears before G-d and celebrates
with what we have been blessed with.

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 54:11-55:5

The 3 regalim or pilgrimage holidays are
religious social engineering. The Jew needs

A SHORT VORT

(The Sefardic custom is to add verses from
Machar Chodesh)
This week’s haftorah is the third of a series
of seven “haftarot of Consolation.” These
seven haftarot commence on the Shabbat
following Tisha b’Av and continue until
Rosh Hashanah.
Hashem addresses the “afflicted and stormtossed” Yerushalayim “who has not been

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse” (11:26). These are the first words of the
Parsha.
Why is the word “Re’eh” “See” a singular verb followed by the word “Lifneichem”, “before you” in
the plural? We also need to understand what exactly we are to see.
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein in his “Darash Moshe” explains that now that we are to keep the Mitzvoth
in the Torah, we are now to observe those others who do not keep the Torah laws. We will then “see”
that those who keep the Torah, life is a blessing in their perspective of things, because they enjoy each
blessing G-d bequeath them. However, those who do not keep the Torah may “see” life as a curse.
Whatever they receive from G-d, is never enough and they want more.
Therefore, the Torah tells us- You can “see” for yourselves how listening to the Torah way is the
biggest blessing and those who reject the laws are never satisfied, always wanting more.
Shabbat Shalom
10
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comforted,” and assures her that she, and
her people, will one day be redeemed and
be blessed to return to her full glory.
With soaring poetry the navi describes the
very ground of Jerusalem being laid with
precious stones. In another expression of
comfort the navi says that the children will
be “disciples of the L-rd,” and will enjoy
abundant peace.
The navi then invites the thirsty to acquire
“water”: namely those who are thirsty
for spirituality will be quenched with the
words of Torah. A promise is made from
Above which affirms an everlasting covenant similar to that made with King David.
This appears to be an allusion to the Meshiach, David’s descendant, who is destined to
arrive and spread the word of the Almighty
to all of the nations of the world.
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN

Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM

Avraham’s
Ram

W

ith Elul upon us, the shofar’s
call will soon be ringing in our
ears…

Tracing back to the dawn of our nation’s
story, the shofar connects this time of the
year to the wrenching narrative of Akeidat
Yitzchak, the binding of Yitzchak. Among
its many functions, Chazal maintain, the
shofar’s call is meant to move HaShem to
mercy on our behalf, as it recalls Avraham’s and Yitzchak’s deep dedication on
the summit of Har Moriah.
The truth is, however, that the Shofar does
not emerge directly from the Akeida, but
from a connected event in its aftermath.
The Torah relates that, after Avraham is
stopped by an angel from sacrificing his
son, the patriarch “lifts his eyes” and sees a
ram trapped in a nearby thicket. Avraham,
of his own volition and without being commanded by God, takes the ram and renders
it as an offering to HaShem “in place of his
son.” The ram’s horn thus becomes the shofar, the central symbol of Rosh HaShana.
Lest you think that we are splitting hairsand that Avraham’s offering of the ram
14
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has no independent significance, but is
merely an addendum to the story of Akeidat Yitzchak- I would urge you to return to
the text. A careful re-reading will reveal
that the angel staying Avraham’s hand
actually appears to the patriarch twice;
once immediately after the Akeida, and a
second time after Avraham offers the ram.
Tellingly, HaShem’s promises of reward for
Avraham’s devotion only fully emerge in
the second of these visitations. Somehow, it
would seem, Avraham’s offering of the ram
transcends even the Akeida itself, but why?
An answer can be found, I believe, if we
travel back to the moment the angel stops
the Akeida. At that point, Avraham could
well have “rested on his laurels.” Consider
the argument the patriarch could have
proffered: That’s it, HaShem! I’ve done it!
What more could you want of me? Could
I possibly be more dedicated to you than I
am at this instant? I was willing to sacrifice
my beloved son; to return to you, against
all logic, the very future that You promised
to me. Could You ask for anything more?
Clearly, I have reached the highest pinnacle
of devotion to You; I’ve proven myself. I need
go no further…
And yet, what does Avraham do? He specifically goes further! At the summit of Har
Moriah, he steps beyond the “summit of

faith” represented by the Akeida to climb
yet another peak. He turns to HaShem and
effectively says: I recognize that, even now,
I am not done. There will always be another
deed of devotion to perform, another act of
faith… And he offers the ram to indicate
that truth.
As we prepare to face our divine judgement
at the beginning of yet another year, no
symbol could be more appropriate than the
sounding of the horn of Avraham’s ram.
We each undergo a personal process of
teshuva not only for the “bad” deeds we
might have performed, but also for the
“good” things we could have done better,
for that one additional step we could have
taken: for the extra word of encouragement we could have offered to a friend; for
the additional expression of gratitude to
a spouse; for the added page of Chumash,
Mishna or Gemara we could have learned;
for the potential act of kindness we could
have performed; for the further sanctification of God’s name that could have been
created through our positive public words
and actions. We each have a list of these
“untaken steps,” personal and unique to
each of us alone.
This year, as we hear the shofar’s call, it
would be worthwhile to consider the lesson of Avraham’s ram. If Avraham could
find additional steps to take in his Avodat
HaShem following Akeidat Yitzchak, we
certainly can…
Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and
“Unlocking the Haggada.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The Thief
of Blessing

So, in 1926, she took her then fourteen-year-old son from Seattle eastward
across the United States, across the Atlantic Ocean, through the straits of Gibraltar,
and ultimately to the then totally primitive
and isolated village of Hebron. She commitam sure that you, dear reader, have
ted him there to the tutelage of the famed
had the occasion to come across a
Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel of Slobodka.
book which you simply could not
Indeed, “the two of them walked together.”
put down. Something so fascinating, so
I cannot possibly share with you, in the
gripping, that you were compelled to read
context of this column, all of the ensuing
it cover to cover in as short a time as you
adventures in Rabbi Cohen’s life. But there
could manage.
is one episode that I must relate.
I came across such a book—a Hebrew
Dov visited the United States several
book, the biography of a rabbi named Dov
times during the eighty years that followed
Cohen. Rabbi Cohen passed away at the
his first days in the land of Israel. And each
advanced age of 94. He was one of the last,
time he experienced a sort of “culture
if not the last, of the students of the yeshiva
shock.”
in Hebron that experienced the horrible
Once, on a Sunday morning, he found
massacre there in the summer of 1929.
himself in a taxi with the radio on. He
The book is entitled Vayelchu Shnayhem
soon realized that the radio was playing a
Yachdav (And the Two of Them Walked
sermon being delivered by a Christian minTogether). Much of Rabbi Cohen’s story is
ister in his church. He was unable to have
encapsulated in that title. For, you see, he
the taxi driver change the radio station.
was born in Seattle, WA into a family of
And so, quite uncomfortably, he listened to
Lithuanian Jewish immigrants. The family
the preacher’s sermon. And this is what he
faced all of the challenges of Americanizaheard:
tion in the early decades of the last century.
MAZAL
TOV
to
“The group in charge of increasing
Rabbi Cohen’s mother witnessed the
and family
the enrollment in gehenna, or hell, was
inexorableRosanne
process Polansky
of assimilation
with
which on
herthe
older
children
were
involved.
birth
of her 1st
great
grandsondiscussing ways to get more people to
She was determined that her youngest
Mazal Tov to
child, Dov, would receive a Jewish educaEstelle Harris, Judah Harris and family
tion as intensive as the one she witnessed
on the marriage of their grandson/nephew
back in the old country.

I
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sin. One suggested encouraging them
to steal. But the others all protested that
the laws against theft were too strict and
not enough people would sin by stealing.
Another suggested encouraging people to
lie. Again, the others protested that lying
would make people feel too guilty. Finally
came the suggestion with which everyone
agreed:
“‘Let’s encourage people to do good
deeds, acts of loving kindness, acts of charity, acts of courage and justice. But let’s
tell them not to do those things today. But
rather, tomorrow!’”
Rabbi Cohen was moved to the core by
that story and was inspired by it. Indeed,
he shared it with Jewish audiences whenever he could. The lesson he learned and
shared was one that Judaism also teaches,
albeit not with that particular story. It is the
lesson of the dangers of
procrastination, of the importance of
doing things as soon as possible and not
putting them off for tomorrow.
This lesson is conveyed in the opening
verse of this week’s Torah portion, Parshat
Re’eh. “See, I set before you today blessing
and curse.” Homiletically, the stress is upon
“today,” this day and this moment. Do the
right thing today and it will be a blessing.

Put it off until tomorrow and the result is
cursed.
We have all heard the advice, “Never
put off until tomorrow what you can do
today.” This advice is useful in all aspects of
life, but it is especially useful in the context
of religious behavior and spiritual service.
Postponing until a tomorrow which may
never come can be, as the Gentile preacher’s story suggests, nothing less than sinful.
You may also have heard the adage,
which originates with the 18th century poet
Edward Young, “Procrastination is the thief
of time.” The opening words of the Torah
portion suggest that procrastination is not
only the thief of time but it is the thief of life
and of blessing.
“See, I have given you today, this day,
now and not later, to perform the good
deed, and if you do it now it will be a blessing. If you procrastinate you may never do
it at all, and the result may be quite different from a blessing.” This is the lesson of
the opening verse of Re’eh. And how ironic
it is that the subject of the engrossing biography that I just finished reading, Rabbi
Dov Cohen, a yeshiva boy and eventually
a well-known Jewish rabbi, learned this
lesson from a Protestant preacher on a
Sunday morning long ago!

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience
We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!

Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us
On Facebook

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!
OU ISRAEL CENTER

17

on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Defining Reality

O

ne of the gifts of great leaders,
and one from which each of
us can learn, is that they frame
reality for the group. They define its situation. They specify its aims. They articulate
its choices. They tell us where we are and
where we are going in a way no satellite
navigation system could. They show us the
map and the destination, and help us see
why we should choose this route not that.
That is one of their most magisterial roles,
and no one did it more powerfully than did
Moses in the book of Deuteronomy.
Here is how he does it at the beginning
of this week’s parsha:
See, I am setting before you today the
blessing and the curse— the blessing if you
obey the commands of the Lord your God
that I am giving you today; the curse if you
disobey the commands of the Lord your
God and turn from the way that I command
you today by following other gods, which
18
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you have not known. (Deut. 11:26-28)
Here, in even more powerful words, is
how Moses puts it later in the book:
See, I set before you today life and the
good, death and the bad… I call Heaven and
Earth as witnesses today against you, that I
have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Therefore choose life,
so you and your children may live. (Deut.
30:15, 19)
What Moses is doing here is defining
reality for the next generation and for all
generations. He is doing so as a preface to
what is about to follow in the next many
chapters, namely a systematic restatement
of Jewish law covering all aspects of life for
the new nation in its land.
Moses does not want the people to lose
the big picture by being overwhelmed by
the details. Jewish law with its 613 commands is detailed. It aims at the sanctification
of all aspects of life, from daily ritual to the
very structure of society and its institutions.
Its aim is to shape a social world in which
we turn even seemingly secular occasions
into encounters with the Divine Presence.
Despite the details, says Moses, the choice I
set before you is really quite simple.
We, he tells the next generation,
are unique. We are a small nation. We
have not the numbers, the wealth, nor

the sophisticated weaponry of the great
empires. We are smaller even than many of
our neighbouring nations. As of now we do
not even have a land. But we are different,
and that difference defines, once and for
all, who we are and why. God has chosen
to make us His stake in history. He set us
free from slavery and took us as His own
covenantal partner.
This is not because of our merits. “It is
not because of your righteousness or your
integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land.” (Deut. 9:5) We are not
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will happen sooner rather than later. That
is what Moses calls “the curse.”
The alternative is simple – even though
it is demanding and detailed. It means
taking God as our Sovereign, Judge of our
deeds, Framer of our laws, Author of our
liberty, Defender of our destiny, Object of
our worship and our love. If we predicate
our existence on something – some One –
vastly greater than ourselves then we will
be lifted higher than we could reach by
ourselves. But that demands total loyalty to
God and His law. That is the only way we
will avoid decay, decline and defeat.
There is nothing puritanical about this
vision. Two of the key words of Deuteronomy are love and joy. The word “love”
(the root a-h-v) appears twice in Exodus,
twice in Leviticus, not all in Numbers, but
23 times in Deuteronomy. The word “joy”
(with the root s-m-ch) appears only once
in Genesis, once in Exodus, once in Leviticus, once in Numbers but twelve times in
Deuteronomy. Moses does not hide the fact,
though, that life under the covenant will be
demanding. Neither love nor joy come on
a social scale without codes of self-restraint
and commitment to the common good.
Moses knows that people often think
and act in short-term ways, preferring
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today’s pleasure to tomorrow’s happiness,
personal advantage to the good of society
as a whole. They do foolish things, individually and collectively. So throughout
Devarim he insists time and again that the
road to long-term flourishing – the ‘good,’
the ‘blessing,’ life itself – consists in making one simple choice: accept God as your
Sovereign, do His will, and blessings will
follow. If not, sooner or later you will be
conquered and dispersed and you will suffer more than you can imagine. Thus Moses
defined reality for the Israelites of his time
and all time.
What has this to do with leadership?
The answer is that the meaning of events
is never self-evident. It is always subject to
interpretation. Sometimes, out of folly or
fear or failure of imagination, leaders get
it wrong. Neville Chamberlain defined the
challenge of the rise to power of Nazi Germany as the search for “peace in our time.”
It took a Churchill to realise that this was
wrong, and that the real challenge was the
defence of liberty against tyranny.
In Abraham Lincoln’s day there were
any number of people for and against
slavery but it took Lincoln to define the
abolition of slavery as the necessary step
to the preservation of the union. It was that
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larger vision that allowed him to say, in the
Second Inaugural, “With malice toward
none, with charity for all, with firmness in
the right as God gives us to see the right, let
us strive on to finish the work we are in, to
bind up the nation’s wounds.”1 He allowed
neither abolition itself, nor the end of the
Civil War, to be seen as a victory for one
side over the other but instead defined it as
a victory for the nation as a whole.
I explained in my book on religion
and science, The Great Partnership,2 that
there is a difference between the cause of
something and its meaning. The search for
causes is the task of explanation. The search
for meaning is the work of interpretation.
Science can explain but it cannot interpret.
Were the Ten Plagues in Egypt a natural
sequence of events, or Divine punishment,
or both? There is no scientific experiment
that could resolve this question. Was the
division of the Red Sea a Divine intervention
in history or a freak easterly wind exposing
a submerged and ancient riverbank? Was
1 Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural
Address (United States Capitol, March 4,
1865).
2 The Great Partnership: Science, Religion,
and the Search for Meaning (New York:
Schocken Books, 2011).

Rabbi Sprecher Thank you for being our teacher
Didn’t know that being taught Hebrew
as a child is a mitzvah
Wish we would have learned
but still happy to be here
Toda raba
Avraham and Sara Donovan
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the Exodus an act of Divine liberation or a
series of lucky coincidences that allowed a
group of fugitive slaves to escape? When all
the causal explanations have been given,
the quality of miracle – an epoch-changing
event in which we see the hand of God –
remains. Culture is not nature. There are
causes in nature, but only in culture are
there meanings. Homo sapiens is uniquely
the culture-creating, meaning-seeking animal, and this affects all we do.
Viktor Frankl used to emphasise that our
lives are determined not by what happens
to us but by how we respond to what happens to us – and how we respond depends
on how we interpret events. Is this disaster
the end of my world or is it life calling on
me to exercise heroic strength so that I can
survive and help others to survive? The
same circumstances may be interpreted
differently by two people, leading one to
despair, the other to heroic endurance. The
facts may be the same but the meanings are
diametrically different. How we interpret
the world affects how we respond to the
world, and it is our responses that shape
our lives, individually and collectively.
That is why, in the famous words of Max
De Pree, “The first responsibility of a leader
is to define reality.”3
Within every family, every community,
and everyMazal
organisation,
Tov to there are tests,

Naama
& Matan
Kotler
3 Max
De Pree,
Leadership
is an Art, New
onDoubleday,
the birth of1989,
theirp.11.
2nd son
York,
Thanks to the Silmans for the use of the Kisei shel Eliyahu
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Make this the
year when your
dreams of a seaside apartment
come true
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Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt"l are part of
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on
www.rabbisacks.org.

Ashkelon’s Own Anglo Property Expert
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trials and tribulations. Do these lead to
arguments, blame and recrimination? Or
does the group see them providentially, as
a route to some future good (a “descent that
leads to an ascent” as the Lubavitcher Rebbe
always used to say)? Does it work together
to meet the challenge? Much, perhaps all,
will depend on how the group defines its
reality. This in turn will depend on the leadership or absence of leadership that it has
had until now. Strong families and communities have a clear sense of what their ideals
are, and they are not blown off-course by
the winds of change.
No one did this more powerfully than
Moses in the way he monumentally framed
the choice: between good and bad, life and
death, the blessing and the curse, following God on the one hand, or choosing the
values of neighbouring civilisations on
the other. That clarity is why the Hittites,
Canaanites, Perizzites and Jebusites are no
more, while the people of Israel still lives,
despite an unparalleled history of circumstantial change.
Who are we? Where are we? What
are we trying to achieve and what kind of
people do we aspire to be? These are the
questions leaders help the group ask
and answer, and when a group does so
together it is blessed with exceptional
resilience and strength.

lf t h e

Call me 054 7312 118
motti@mrashkelon.com | www.mrashkelon.com

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS

02-970-1100

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Abba Eban, Kiryat Haleom - 3.5 rooms,
100m, double parking, storage, Shabbat
elevator. 2.99m nis
Mini Penthouse in Savyoni Arnona 3.5 rooms, 84m + Sukka mirpeset, lobby,
double parking, storage, amazing views,
Shabbat elevator. 2.44m nis
3 room rental in new building - “Ramat
Baka” - Shabbat elevator, storage room,
parking. nice lobby 5600nis
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

T

his week’s haftarah is a selection taken from the 54th and 55th
prakim of Sefer Yishayahu and is
the shortest of the seven haftarot of consolation (and the shortest haftarah of all
the parshiyot in Sefer B’Midbar and Sefer
D’varim). Together with that fact, I would
add that it is arguably the most difficult of
all these haftarot to understand.
“Aniya so’arah lo nuchama”, the
haftarah opens with a description of the
“afflicted, tempest-tossed, unconsoled
nation who is comforted with Hashem’s
promise that He would lay their foundation
on pearls and rubies. Struggling to understand Yishayahu’s portrayal of the glorious
rewards awaiting this “afflicted” nation,
our meforshim explain that the comforting
response of the prophet is to be found in his
description of the y’mot haMashiach, the
events and rewards that await Israel in the
future Messianic Era. If so, this certainly is
a proper choice made by Chazal for these
weeks of consolation.
The difficulty that I have when studying these prophetic promises – a difficulty
that I confront each time I prepare these
messages – is that I cannot imagine these
words as foretelling events from the distant future and NOT ones that apply to our
time, as we see these assurances coming to
fruition before our very eyes. How else can
I understand Yishayahu’s prediction [54 ;
13] “V’chol banayich limudei Hashem”,
24
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that there will be a time when our children
will be “students of G-d”, unless I am blind
to the unprecedented explosion of Torah
study in the Yeshivot, in the Batei Midrash
and even on the web? There has NEVER
been, in all of our history, a time when so
much Torah was being learned by so many
people. NEVER a time when we have had so
many “Limudei Hashem”!
And how could I not understand Yishayahu’s cry [54; 17] “Kol kli yutzar alayich lo
yitzlach”, “any weapon sharpened against
you shall not succeed”, if not as one referring to Israel’s miraculous success in
defending her population from her many
enemies by defeating their massive military and their powerful weapons.
And should I ignore the navi’s claim
[ibid] “v’chol lashon takum itach lamishpat-tarshi’i “, that any tongue raised against
you in court will be condemned, when we
read today of the constant attempts to criminalize the most moral army in the world
for the sin of defending its people? When
in history was there an international court,
a court that includes representatives of
nations who passively watched the murder
of 6,000,000 innocents that then attempted
to prevent the descendants of those martyrs
from protecting the surviving remnants?
So, you see, this is my difficulty. I cannot
understand the prophet’s words without
seeing them come alive in our time. Perhaps I would be misleading my readers.

Perhaps I am seeing only what I want to
see. Perhaps I am wrong.
Perhaps. But perhaps not.
Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can be viewed by visiting the OU Israel
Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?
Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.
In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.
Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in his life,
to learn of her caring, patience and happiness,
to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time
of darkness, and may her Neshama shine to
Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With
thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org

02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

בע"ה

Chazanut Concert
For the Days of Mercy and Selichot

"Zochrenu Le'Chayim"

Jerusalem Cantors' Choir

Accompanied by the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra
Conducted by Paul Salter
Hosting guest chazanim:

Shai Abramson

Daniel Colthof

Yechezkel Klang

Arrangements and orchestrations: Raymond Goldstein
Master of Ceremonies: Moshe Adorian

Wednesday 17 Elul 5781 (25th August 2021) at 19.00
Henry Crown Hall, Jerusalem Theatre, 5 Chopin Street
To purchase tickets:
On the Orchestra's website:

www.jso.co.il

Or at the Jerusalem
Symphony Orchestra's
box office

Telephone:

1-700-70-4000

For those vaccinated and recovered from COVID

CONTACT DANIEL BAR

PHONE 0533566195

EXCLUSIVE

HUGE ONE OF A
KIND PRIVATE

VILLA IN RAMOT
Asking price

₪7,390,000
ABOUT THE PROPERTY
. 350 SQM

. 8 Bedrooms

CLOSED BALCONY

. HaMeshoreret Zelda St
. Surrounding Garden

OPEN BALCONY

DINING ROOM
View The
Virtual Tour

GET IN TOUCH
govari.ofÞce@gmail.com

. 4 Air Directions

. Covered Parking

www.govariestate.com

Bezalel 46, Jerusalem
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A New Master's Degree Program
in Educational Administration in English

For English
speakers
only

GET A DEGREE THAT OPENS DOORS
Complete your master's degree in 11 months (fall, spring, summer)
Very affordable tuition
Separate classes for men and women
Classes once a week hybrid schedule
Accredited in Israel & chutz l'Aretz
Eligibility requirements:
* A Bachelor's degree from an accredited institution
*A teaching certificate accredited by the State

For more information contact Prof. Jeffrey (Yosef) Glanz
at yosglanz@gmail.com or 052-7350979
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Join a new community
on the scene

On the outskirts of the prestigious settlement Hashmonaim and the reinvigorated Ganei Modi’in,
about 10 minutes from the city of Modi’in, a boutique project is being constructed,
offering a unique residential experience.
Don’t miss this chance to enjoy the best of all worlds: A vast, spacious apartment,
an intimate community neighborhood within a reinvigorated settlement,
a magical landscape, a green nature reserve right outside your home, a modern country club
and a high-quality religious community of people just like you.

For more information
and to reserve an apartment, call now:

Ganei Hashmonaim

10 min.
from
Modi’in

Suitable for religious people

052-3085778

Facebook: Tecton

Website: www.tecton.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Tzedaka –
Twice the Charm!

I

n Parshas Re’eh we are encounter
the mitzva of Tzedaka. It is interesting to note that twice the Torah
uses double language in connection with
this mitzva:
First we are instructed: י־פת֧ ַֹח ִּת ְפ ַּת֛ח
ָ לו ִּֽכ
" – ֶאת־ָי ְֽד ָ ֖ךyou shall open your hand to him"
– the double language of “pasoach tiftach”
is used.(Devarim 15:8).
Then after warning that one should not
withhold supporting the underprivileged
as the shmita year nears (appropriate to
us as shmita is but a month away) – the
Torah reiterates (Devarim 15:10): ָ֙נת֤וֹן ִּת ֵּתן
ֹ ל֔ו-"You shall surely give him", again using
the double language of “nason titen”. What
is the significance of this double language?
During the summer months, there is a
custom to learn pirke avos. In Chapter 3:15
its states:  ו ְּבטוֹב ָהעו ָֹלם,שוּת נְ ת ּונָה
ְׁה ְר
ָ  ו,ַה ּכֹל ָצפוּי
For sale

Bs”d

Registred private land
15-Dunam
(15,000-sqare meters)
of vineyard
Adjacent to
Zichron Ya’akov

Only
410,000$
For more info call
Sagiv 0533456067
- 0556673308
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.ׂה
ְה ּכֹל ְל ִפי רוֹב ַה ַּמ ֲע ֶש
ַ  ו, נִ ּדוֹן- All is foreseen, and
freedom of choice is granted. The world is
judged with goodness, but in accordance
with the amount of man’s positive deeds.
The last clause emphasizes that the quantity of our positive deeds is significant.
This is a concept that is referenced by
many and cited by the Sefer Hachinuch
on several occasions – stressing that אחרי
 – הפעולות נמשכים הלבבותour heart follows
our actions. In other words, it is crucial to
conduct ourselves in a certain manner, as
our conduct influences our attitude and
belief. When we repeat certain activities,
they become innate within us. For example, the Chinuch (mitzva 16) explains that it
is prohibited to break a bone while eating
the korban Pesach, because eating in such
a manner is not befitting of nobility and
we need to conduct ourselves in a dignified
manner. If we act like an animal, it will
impact our behavior.
The Rambam in Perush Mishnayos on
Avos, applies the imperative of Tzedaka to
the lesson taught above regarding quantity
of deeds. The Rambam posits that it is preferable to donate one gold coin to a thousand
individuals rather than to contribute one

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

thousand gold coins to one single individual. By repeating the act of giving, the trait
of generosity becomes embedded into our
personality.
Based on this Rambam, the L’hisaneg
B’sanugim suggests that the repetitive language of nason titen and pasoach tiftach is
to indicate that the more one engages in
the act of charity the more significant the
impact on the giver. He relays a story in
which Rav Chaim Friedlander visited Rav
Schach and informed the Rav that he was
very ill and his days were numbered. Rav
Friedlander inquired as to how to spend his
remaining time -studying Torah or working on his midos. Rav Schach replied that
he should focus on improving his midos. If
that was the instruction to Rav Friedlander
who was the mashgiach of Ponoveitz and
the prize talmid of Rav Dessler, then we
ought to focus a bit more on our midos.
As the Yamim Noraim are around
the corner, it is time to place more of an
emphasis on our midos. To try to engage
to an even greater degree in the performance of hesed and mitzvos so that we
can engrain positive attributes within our
personality.

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in German
Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Old Katamon/San Simon/Kiryat Schmuel

140 sqm apt on one floor with registered balcony of
123 sqm. Great condition, underfloor heating,
central air, full of light, parking in front of building.
Price 5,300,000 NIS.
Newly renovated 145 sqm apartment on one floor,
shabbat elevator, registered parking and storage.
Price 4,200,000 NIS. Great Deal.
New project 4, 5, 6 rooms available. Underground
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.
New penthouse!! 104 sqm with 60 sqm terrace,
shabbat elevator, registered parking. 4,800,000 NIS

Baka / Makor Haim
Historic Jerusalem stone building, high ceilings, full
of character, registered 225 sqm garden, 230 sqm
on two floors, 2 registered parking spots/storage.
ONE of a KIND property. Call more info.
Magical garden apartment, 229 sqm built space,
300 sqm registered garden in the heart of Baka.
Call for more info.
New duplex penthouse, 140 sqm with two sukka
terraces only 4,500,000 NIS!!!Mekor Haim
Quadra garden apartment,107 sqm duplex with 20
sqm garden , registered parking - pool and gym for
residences. 3,700,000 NIS.

Talbiya
Ehad HaAm Street. Renovated, turnkey 122 sqm
with Shabbat elevator, sukka terrace, registered
parking and storage. Churchland 2051. Only
3,950,000 NIS!!! Call Rachel: 0525466425

  1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms +
guest bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking,
small machsan, asking 2,550,000 dollars
  3 rooms, 65m, first
floor, completely renovated, 3 air directions,
beautiful balcony. Asking price: 2,750,000nis.
Call Tami 050 5777712

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one floor.
High end finishes, underground parking.
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace. 7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony and Arnona
New luxury project German Colony. 3 & 4 room
apartments, storage underground parking, starting
at 3,000,000 NIS.
Arnona Yisrael Eldad St. 5 room apt with terrace,
054-723-3863parking and storage. 3,050,000 NIS.
underground
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Eta 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il · Rachel: 052-546-6425
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Choosing
Correctly

C

hoices. We encounter them daily,
sometimes even feeling bombarded or overwhelmed by the
decisions we must make. In truth, every
assessment comes down to two primary
choices, blessing and curse. Our parashah
begins with the declaration, “See that I am
placing before you today, a blessing and a
curse” (Devarim 11;26). Are there really no
other choices? Let us explore the presentation beginning with the opening word ‘see’
and the emphasis on ‘today’ to understand
the approach introduced here.
The Seforno teaches that in fact there is
no middle ground in the choices we make
in life. Rav Gedalya Schorr quotes the Chovot Halevavot to explain that even one’s
mundane activities such as eating become
mitzvot if done with the attitude to serve

פוליש

Polishing &
renewing of decks

ניקוי שטיחים ניקוי מבנים
Cleaning of
offices and Shuls

www.talclean.co.il
30

Hashem. Being mindful and conscious
that each act we do has the potential for
holiness is choosing blessing.
Rav Yerucham Levovitz in Da’at Torah
underscores how Torah and mitzvot are
the purpose for which we were created.
One’s focus should be on living with the
goal of doing ratzon Hashem, everything
else should be secondary. The Ramchal
in Mesilat Yesharim teaches that through
observing the mitzvot we gain a connection with Hashem, the ultimate goodness
in this world. Making choices that are in
sync with Hashem’s will is undeniably
choosing blessing.
Rav Chasman in Ohr Yahel notes that
Hashem specifically says here ‘see’ as
opposed to ‘know’, or ‘hear’. When following the derech Hashem the benefits
will be so tangible that one will see the
manifested blessings before him. Such is
living with the reality that each mitzvah
we do accrues great reward and develops
our spiritual selves to the fullest. With
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Carpet cleaning

050-4455975

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaning

this perspective the yetzer hara is less
tempting and we are not as inclined to be
distracted with ancillary affairs. Recognizing the alternative to blessing helps us
make positive choices.
Every morning we begin the morning
blessings with thanking Hashem for the
ability to discern, “lehavchin’, between
day and night. Rav Gamliel Rabinovitz
understands day as referring to a life
of blessing and night to a life of curses.
The Sefat Emet, quoting his grandfather
the Chidushei Harim, explains that each
day we can choose to do good, to lead a
life of blessing. Each day is a fresh start
with new choices. Hence, we can read our
passuk as, “See, I am placing before you
TODAY” i.e. I am giving you TODAY, a new
opportunity to choose blessing or curse.
One need not be locked into the choices he
has made in the past. This is further supported by the Meor Vashemesh explaining
the concept of binah, discernment, as it
relates to teshuvah. This first morning
blessing exhorts us to take advantage of
a new day. It is an ideal time to make the
correct choices that will bring us closer to
our spiritual potential and bring infinite
blessing to our lives.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
JERUSALEM SALES

SHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000!
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
RECHAVIA (Ben Maimon) Lovely renovated 2 bdrms.,
low oor, surrounded by greenery! Perfectly located!
TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor,
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room,
permit to enlarge succah facing the view!
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!
KIRYAT MOSHE New 90 sqm duplex, 4 rooms including
MB ensuite, succah, 4th oor, immediate

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

Enlish Speaking Law Firm

donated by Marion & Michael Silman

Ita Rochel 02-560-9125

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Body Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation
Hilel 10 Jerusaem/36 Dam hamakabin Modiin,
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il
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Cash in on Kinneret
Cash
in on
Kinneret
Buy
a home,
invest
in a hotel
Buy a home, invest in a hotel

Kinneret Capital (KC), a leading Israeli
real-estate investment company, is offering

Kinneret Capital (KC), a leading Israeli
a unique model
of investment
Israel’s real
real-estate
investment
company, isinoffering
tourism
market:invacation
aestate
uniqueand
model
of investment
Israel’s real
apartments
for short
term
rental in Tiberias,
estate
and tourism
market:
vacation
overlookingfortheshort
Laketerm
Kinneret.
apartments
rental in Tiberias,
overlooking the Lake Kinneret.

Managed for you

Managed for you

By an in-house
By an
in-house
management
company
management
company

Full ownership (Tabu)

You make a profit

Full ownership (Tabu)

The project is supported by construction company,
The project is supported
by construction
company, etc.
insurance
firm,sales
salesguarantees,
guarantees,
insurancecompany,
company,bank,
bank, legal
legal firm,
etc.

You make a profit

Monthly rental fees transferred
Monthly
rental to
fees
transferred
directly
your
bank account
directly
to your bank
account

For more
information:
04-3810062;chanelnadlan@gmail.com
chanelnadlan@gmail.com
For more
information:
04-3810062;

הארץ
טבור הארץטבור
טבריה בע״מ
טבריה בע״מ
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Professional
Yiddishkeit

T

he tzaddik Rebbe Yisrael of Rizhin,
zy’a, was once approached by by a
group of misnagdim, “opponents” of
the Chasidic path and customs, who challenged the Rebbe directly:
“We are dedicated yirei Shamayim who
wake before dawn to daven with the netz
(sunrise) and before leaving shul, learn
mishnayos and the weekly parsha. We then
spend the rest of the day learning and grabbing every available moment for Torah.
Your Chassidim, on the other hand, daven
much later in the morning and sit around
together around the table with whisky and
cake, wishing each other ‘l’chaim!’ How can
it be then, that you are called the Chasidim
(‘pious ones’)?”
The Rhizner smiled. “Since the churban
Beis haMikdash, one’s prayers are modelled after the korbanos, daily offerings.
Our Tefillah must be offered with proper
intention in the same way that a sacrifice
must be brought. When a Jew stands in
38

TORAH TIDBITS 1430 / RE'EH 5781

prayer before his Creator, the yeitzer ha-ra
is fully engaged in battle; all sorts of distracting thoughts and barriers are in the
way of full kavanah and d’veykus.
“After davening, the chassidim sit together,
have some mashkeh and cake. Seeing them
around the table like that, the yetzer ha-ra
is proud of his ‘victory’, and joyfully concludes that they have finished davening.
Little does the yeitzer realize that a great
davening that will soon commence, as the
Chasidim then begin to bless one another
whole-heartedly for good health, parnasa,
shidduchim, and to share in simchas. This
is actually the deepest kind of davening.
And with the yeitzer ha-ra having already
moved on, their intentions are pure, and
their prayers go straight to the heart of the
Master of the World. That is the avodah of
the chasidim, the truly pious ones.”

In our sedra, Moshe Rabbeinu’s continuing
drasha contains strong words of encouragement and reproof, full of yearning that
we remain true to Torah values.

יק ָך
ֶ ׁשת ֵח
ֶ ֹ־ב ְּת ָך אוֹ ֵא
ִ ֹ־בנְ ָך או
ִ ן־א ֶּמ ָך או
ִ יך ֶב
ָ ית ָך ָא ִח
ְ ִּכי י ְִס
ַע ְב ָדה ֱאל ִֹהים
ַ ֵל ָכה ְונ
ְ ַפְׁש ָך ַּב ֵּס ֶתר ֵלאמֹר נ
ְ ֲשר ְּכנ
ׁ
ֶ ֲך א
ָ אוֹ ֵרע
:יך
ָ ַאב ֶֹת
ֲ ָד ְע ָּת ַא ָּתה ו
ַ ֲשר לֹא י
ׁ
ֶ ֲח ִר֔ים א
ֵא
“If your brother, the son of your mother,
tempts you in secret or your son, or your
daughter, or the wife of your embrace, or

your friend, who is as your own soul saying, ‘Let us go and worship other gods,
which neither you, nor your forefathers
have known’... (13:7)
We make mistakes, we drop the ball, we
commit sins of laziness and crimes of
passion, and omissions purposeful or halfhearted. But beyond all the warnings of the
severity of any other aveirah, is the warning
that we not allow ourselves to be led astray
and fall into the transgression of idolatry.
Rashi drives this warning home: When a
Jew is tempted “by that which neither you
nor your forefathers have known…

,דבר זה גנאי גדול הוא לך
“...this is a great disgrace for you,

 וזהו,שאף האומות אין מניחין מה שמסרו להם אבותיהם
:אומר לך עזוב מה שמסרו לך אבותיך
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NIS 7,300,000
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4300
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Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
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for not even the heathen nations forsake
what their forefathers have handed down
to them!”
Our Yiddishkeit is an inheritance, transmitted from generation to generation.
Worshipping a foreign deity, turning one’s
back on the mesorah is not just ‘forbidden’,
דבר זה גנאי גדול הוא לך, it is a source of great
shame. Rav Yaakov Bender, shlit’a, Rosh
Yeshivah of Darchei Torah, sees a deep
message here: the converse is certainly
true as well. Whenever we do embrace
our Jewish identity, מה שמסרו לך אבותיך, the
rich heritage which we have learned and
received from previous generations — it is
a source of great pride, respect and honor.
When Klal Yisrael reached the shores of
Yam Suf and realized that the Egyptian

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades
www.ashleywilde.co.il
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army was advancing upon them, they were
“greatly frightened… ויצעקו, and they cried
out to Hashem” (Shemos, 14:10). Rashi comments that by davening, ֻמנוּת אֲבו ָֹתם
ָּ ּׂו א
 ָּת ְפש,
“They were practicing the profession of
their forefathers.” Rashi then cites examples of how and when each of our Avos
displayed their dedication to this ‘profession’: Avraham going back to daven again
following the destruction of Sodom, Yitzchok speaking to Hashem in the field, and
Yaakov “encountering haMakom” upon
arriving in Yerushalayim.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe points out that
when the Jews cry out to be saved from
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, Rashi there
quotes instances when the prayer was
not prompted by any particular event, as
prayer was their constant practice, their

‘profession’. Whether we are speaking with
Hashem at set prayer times with the formal
modality of a siddur, davening in our own
words to be saved or for a specific result,
or simply to express our loving connection with the One and Only — turning to
Hashem in Tefillah, and living with Torah
and mitzvos, is the natural ‘profession’ and
birthright of every Jew. It is what we do; it
is our most natural occupation.
This Shabbos, Erev Rosh Chodesh Elul,
when we are standing in shul or sitting
around the table, whether we are holding
a siddur or a piece of cake, may we be led
back to our roots and choose the faith path
and profession of our mothers and fathers,
bringing true pride, respect and honor to
our People, and meriting a life of blessing
and revealed good! L’chaim!

FEELING HOT NOW IN AUGUST?
HOW WILL YOU STAY WARM OUTSIDE
DURING CHANUKAH?

Only by joining DESTINY and
RABBI BEREL WEIN
in Eilat for a total
Chanukah experience

Registration now open for the best Chanukah program. Only about SIX
weeks -Sukkot- until Early Bird savings expire.
For all information, early bird special savings, sample program, registration forms
and prices, write Nachum at Nachum@jewishdestiny.com or call 0544-54-36-18
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“TzviAir is a pleasure to
work with and did an
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef
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RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN

Geulas Yisrael
Children of
Hashem

E

very human is G-d’s creature.
Parshat Re’eh outlines an additional status for Jews - we aren’t
just Hashem’s creatures, we are also His
children. This status had been alluded to
during the early stages of the Exodus from
Egypt. Hashem initially demanded that
Pharo release His imprisoned child- the
Jewish people. Pharo was cautioned that if
he didn’t accede, his own first born would
be taken. This implicit message is now
articulated explicitly- we are Hashem’s
children.
Every human is gifted with Divine
traits: intelligence, emotion, consciousness,
creativity, free will, hopes and personality. Crafted in the image of Hashem, every
human must be respected and protected.
More so, we believe that humans are
created righteous and upright. Humanism- the belief in human virtue and human
potential- is a cornerstone of Jewish faith.
However, in addition to Divine image, Jews
are chosen for a historical mission- to call
humanity to a higher ground. We alone
accepted the Divine invitation and His mission and because of our acquiescence, we
alone are cherished. To demonstrate His
42
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Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

love, G-d adopted us as His children.
Balancing our respect for all humanity with our unique and chosen status as
children of Hashem can be delicate. Some
Jews are so universalist that they have all
but abdicated any sense of “chosenness”.
To them, the notion that a Jew possesses
a unique status or is more beloved as a
child, feels racist and bigoted. Sadly, many
other Jews are so nationalistic in their
outlook and parochial in their experience
that their view of non-Jews borders upon
xenophobia or outright racism.
Our greatest visionary, Rebbe Akiva,
“threaded the needle” between these two
complementary truths: “Every human
is beloved (chaviv) to G-d because they
possess a Divine image. A Jew is more
treasured (chavivin) because he is a child”.
Selection as children should not diminish our respect or care for Mankind. If
anything, our mission and the basis for
our status as children, demands greater
sensitivity for general human welfare.
Alternatively, our shared experience with
other human beings cannot blur our pride
in being selected.
How does this preferred status as
children affect our religious identity and
practice? Firstly, it should bolster our faith
in the face of tragedy. This designation as
“children to G-d” is embedded in a section
of Parshat Re’eh which warns against overreaction to death or excessive grieving by

disfiguring our bodies. When facing devastating and perplexing tragedies we may
not possess all the answers, but we should
maintain confidence that our lives aren’t
random nor is our fate cast to chance or
whim. Poise and confidence lies at the core
of faith. Reminding ourselves that we are
children should provide confidence that
we are cared for- even if we can’t fully
decipher the outcome.
Being a child of G-d doesn’t only steady
faith, it also demands that we behave with
dignity and “class”. As Hashem’s children
we represent Him and His majesty. In addition to obeying Him, we must also honor
Him through lives of nobility and grace. Any
mutilation of the human body, even when
self-inflicted or even in response to grief, is
vulgar and incompatible with our profile
as children of Hashem. Interestingly, after
prohibiting body mutilation, the Torah
restates the laws of kosher food. Beyond
the specific details of kashrut, there is great
benefit to the general limiting of the range
of foods we consume. Limiting the types of
foods which can be eaten lends dignity and
restraint to the experience of eating which,
if left unregulated, can become animalistic and degrading. Presumably, with more
limited food options, Jews are less prone
to gluttony, drunkenness and many other
forms of vulgar behavior which can stem
from overindulgence in eating. If the Torah
is meant to help us even slightly dislodge
from the sway of the flesh, laws governing
our eating habits are central to that goal.
Most of all, being a child of Hashem
doesn’t carry an expiration date. Many of
our relationships in life fluctuate, transition and sometimes cease. Once a child,

077-2050015
052-2678749
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sqm,Shabbat
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projects!! high specifications, wide balconies,
view, parking, elevator, storage
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat
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Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75

however, always a child. The gemara in
Kiddushin (36) cites Rebbi Yehuda who
claimed that our betrayals forfeited our
status as His children. Regrettably, this
formed the basis of the Christian assault
against the Jews: we were once the chosen
people but our repeated rebellions and the
ensuing exiles indicated that Hashem had
discarded us and chose another.
Responding to Rebbi Yehuda, Rebbi
Meir lists four additional verses in Tanach,
each portraying us as children of Hashem,
even when we stray or betray Him. Once a
child - always a child. Thousands of years
have passed and we were always Hashem’s child even when it wasn’t historically
apparent. The curtains of history have now
been pulled back and it is obvious that our
Father is beckoning us home. Once a child
- always a child.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

O

ur Sedra this week opens with
the pasuk; ‘Re’ay Anochi notein
lachem hayom, bracha uklala- See,
I set before you today, a blessing and a curse...”
Rabbi Kalonymous Kalmish Shapira
hy’d, zy’a, The Piaszecna Rebbe, who spent
the last three years of his life in the Warsaw
Ghetto, where he continued to teach and
share messages of chizuk, hope and faith
for the Jews living through the horror of the
Warsaw Ghetto, offered a novel interpretation of our verse.
Re’ay Anochi notein lachem hayom,
bracha uklala - See I, give Myself to you
Hayom-Today and everyday....which can
be a blessing or chas v’shalom a curse.
The greatest blessing that a Jew can
experience is the comfort in realizing that
Hashem is there with us HaYom-Today and
everyday-even when we are experiencing
trauma or pain, and the worse curse that
one could ever experience is to imagine
even for one day that Hashem is absent
from our lives, that Hashem is not there
with us always in joy and triumph as well
as in sadness and difficulties.
Re’ay Anochi notein lachem hayom,
Hashem, Anochi, gives himself to us

TIYULIM

Tues. Aug.10 Joshua's altar on Mt. Eval
Wed, Aug. 25 Star gazing in the
Ramon Crater
shalompollack613@gmail.com
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HaYom-today and everyday.
The Kedushat Levi, Reb Levi Yitzchak
of Berditchev zy’a, offers a slightly different but equally powerful explanation
of our verse. Hashem gives us HaYomeach day- Hashem gives us each day as an
opportunity through our actions, to be a
source of blessing in this world, or through
our failings,chas v’shalom, to bring consequences into this world. However the Rebbe
explains that the greatest chesed is that this
opportunity is renewed each day. Yesterday
I may have come up short, but HaYom-Today, I get another opportunity to indeed
bring blessing into this world through my
deeds and actions.
Yehi Ratzon, may we all merit to heed
these two powerful teachings, and to experience these blessings today and everyday....
Shabbat Shalom
Property Sales | New Projects | Rentals
Property Management | Land Sales
Commercial | International Sales

by s t am el m an & par t n er s
www.israel-properties.com
Tel/WhatsApp IL +972 50 446 9515
Tel/WhatsApp SA +27 82 608 0168
trevor@israel-properties.com
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Rav Zalman
Nechemia
Goldberg zt”l
on Shemitah
Our Sages teach us in Masechet Shekalim (Talmud Yerushalmi 2:5): ש ְמעוֹן ֶּבן
ִׁ  ַר ָּבן,ַּת ּנֵי
יהן ֵהן זִ ְכרוֹנָן
ֶ  ִּד ְב ֵר.יקים
ִ נְפׁשוֹת ַל ַּצ ִּד
ָ ׂין
 ֵאין עו ִֹש.יאל או ֵֹמר
ֵ ַמ ִל
ְ ּג
Raban Shimon ben Gamliel says: One
does not construct monuments for the
graves of righteous people. (The purpose
of a monument is to remember the dead
person, and Torah scholars do not need a
monument), as their words (of Torah that
continue to be taught) are their memorial.
Raban Shimon ben Gamliel relays that a
great tzaddik does not need a large monument to be remembered. Rather, his words
and teachings are so powerful that they
uphold his legacy for generations to come.
This upcoming Rosh Chodesh Elul marks the
first yahrzeit of my rebbe, Hagaon Harav
Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt”l. There
is no better way to remember the Gadol
Hador (the greatest Sage of the generation)
than by relaying his words of Torah. This
article focuses on prohibited labor during
shemitah based on the teachings of Rav Zalman Nechemia zt”l.
Under the mitzvah of shemitah, the Land
of Israel rests on the seventh year of the
seven-year cycle. Similarly, the mitzvah of
46
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shabbat commands us to disconnect from
all forms of human creation and labor on
the seventh day of the week.
Biblically, the Torah only prohibited
four specific forms of labor (melachot)
during shemitah. Planting (or sowing),
pruning (grape vines), harvesting and betzirah (the harvesting of grapes). Pruning is
only prohibited when performed on grape
vines, as the purpose of pruning is to cause
the grape vines to grow and new clusters of
grapes to sprout. Pruning is parallel to the
action of planting grains (or trees). Harvesting grapes (betzirah) is the same as reaping
crops (ketzirah).
When enacting prohibitions surrounding labor on Shabbat and shemitah, the
Torah mandates two categories: avot and
toladot, meaning primary forms of labor
and their derivatives. On Shabbat there
are thirty-nine avot melacha - primary
forms of labor, such as cooking and building. There are many toladot (derivatives)
of these avot. For example, cooking is one
of the avot, while stirring a pot of food in
order to help it cook is a toladah of cooking. There are unique halachic applications
of the categories of avot and toladot. Rav
Zalman Nechemia explained that in areas
where the Torah prohibited labor, there is
a need to qualify the parameters. Since the
act of creating is very broad, and in order
to perform the commandment correctly,
the Torah needs to elaborate on all forms

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

of labor. This is why the avot and toladot
do not exist for other halachic prohibitions,
since in those, the act of labor is not prohibited. For example, there is a prohibition
to shave with a blade, although pulling the
hair out with tweezers or cutting with scissors is completely
permitted. This is based on the
rationale that removal of the
hair is not a prohibited labor,
but rather, the Torah specifically prohibited the act of
shaving with a blade.
On Shabbat, there are thirty-nine avot melacha and numerous toladot,
which are all Biblically prohibited. On
shemitah there are only four avot; planting,
pruning grape vines, reaping, and harvesting grapes. Although the prohibition of
planting applies to all types of seeds and
reaping to all types of produce, every other
form of labor on shemitah is only rabbinically prohibited, whether the form of labor
is an av or a toladah. A very practical application of this rule is regarding watering
plants and trees. Watering is a toladah of
planting since it is essential in helping the
plant grow (see Talmud Yerushalmi, Shabbat 7:2). On Shabbat watering is a Biblical
prohibition and is not permitted under any
circumstance. However, during shemitah,
since watering is only rabbinically prohibited, our Sages allowed watering plants
when it is in order to prevent the plants

from ruin (Talmud Bavli, Moed Katan 2a).
There is an essential difference between
the four Biblically-prohibited forms of labor
on shemitah. Planting and pruning grapevines are prohibited completely, no matter
what the circumstance. Reaping and harvesting, however,
are different. These forms of
labor are not always prohibited,
because if they were, then there
would be no way to consume
shemitah produce. The words
of the Torah that the produce
of the Land shall be eaten by
everyone could not be fulfilled. Our Sages
only prohibited reaping and harvesting
when the labor demonstrates ownership
of the land. For example, if a farmer reaps
commercial quantities from a field, it
demonstrates a form of ownership which
is prohibited on shemitah, as the produce
of the land must be hefker, ownerless, to be
shared by all.
Rav Zalman Nechemia questioned why

Long term rental in Rechavia

Newly renovated apartment –
City Center, Jerusalem
Ground floor with a few steps, easily accessible,
near Great-Synagogue, 2 bedrooms, 1 en-suite
+ separate family bathroom.
Strictly kosher kitchen, large living area.

Photos available upon request via email:
ams@avracon.ch
or contact: +41 79 404 7982
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under these circumstances harvesting and
reaping is considered labor. As in essence,
labor is prohibited. If so, why does the
Torah differentiate between reaping which
demonstrates ownership and reaping that
does not exhibit ownership? On Shabbat
there is no differentiation between whom
the food is being cooked for. Rav Zalman
Nechemia explains based on the Rambam
(Shemita Veyovel 4:1) that the Torah specifically allows for reaping and harvesting for
basic consumption, although a component
of labor still exists. Since reaping and harvesting are in essence labor on shemitah,
any other type of harvesting would be
strictly prohibited. Rav Zalman Nechemia
gave an example of reaping a field in order
to make room for construction, or reaping
in order to be able to plant immediately
after shemitah. Such forms of harvesting
are prohibited, as harvesting is still considered a type of labor.
Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg, was
the ideal combination of a Torah giant and
a pious individual. His depth and genius in
Torah was simply beyond comprehension.
At the same time, his simplicity and true
modesty was apparent in his every action.
Rav Zalman Nechemia dedicated his life
to teaching in-depth, authentic Torah to
anyone who wished to learn. He always distanced himself from any type of politics or
public dispute. He loved every Jew regardless of observance or political association.
I am humbled to have been Rav Zalman
Nechemia’s disciple and for the zechut to
have had a close connection with him and
his family. May Am Yisrael continue his legacy for generations to come, Zecher Tzaddik
Livracha.
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REMEMBERING
HAGAON HARAV ZALMAN
NECHEMIA GOLDBERG ZT”L
Rabbi Elyada
Goldvicht,
Founder and
Director of
Smichat
Chaver Program
It is impossible to sum up in words the
magnitude and humility of HaGaon Rav
Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt”l – and I
will not attempt to, lest I fall short of encapsulating his greatness. What I can add are
a few short personal stories that exemplify
his magical balance of being a Torah giant
and as humble as can be.
Story#1: When I was learning shana alef
in Kerem Be’Yavne (KBY), HaGaon Rav Zalman Nechemia would come once a week to
give a shiur to the Kollel members learning
for daynus. One week, I was looking for a
ride to Yerushalyim and when Rav Zalman Nechemia arrived in Yeshiva, I asked
him if I could join him in the taxi back to
Yerushalyim. He agreed saying “as long as
the Yeshiva is fine with it, I have no problem
with you joining”. At that moment I thought
to myself “the ride to Yerushalyim is about
40 minutes, what in the world am I going to
talk about with such a great Torah giant?”
I ran into the beis midrash and started
reviewing the Gemara we were learning
that zman to see if I could come up with any
good questions to discuss during the taxi
ride, but nothing was coming to me. I had
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(what I thought was) a brilliant idea. I ran
to the sefarim shelf, took out three volumes
of Rebi Akiva Eiger’s Responsa, and memorized five random questions. It was time to
leave and I got in the car with HaGaon Rav
Zalman Nechemia. A few moments into the
ride, I asked “is it ok if I ask the Rav a question?” – “Sure” was the response. I asked
HaGaon Rav Zalman Nechemia one of Rebi
Akiva Eiger’s questions that I memorized
and Rav Zalman Nechemia replied, “That’s
an amazing question! R. Akiva Eiger asks
that in his responsa chapter so and so” and
then he spent the next 5 minutes explaining
what Rebi Akiva Eiger answered. When he
was finished, I said “I have another question
I’d like to ask” and I asked another question
I just memorized from Rebi Akiva Eiger.
HaGaon Rav Zalman Nechemia replied
“Wow! That’s an incredible question! Rebi
Akiva Eiger also asks that question in chapter so and so” and then he spent 5 minutes
detailing exactly what the answer was. This
back and forth happened one more time
before I stopped because I felt HaGaon Rav
Zalman Nechemia was on to me.
Story #2: Almost four years ago, when
I came to Rav Zalman Nechemia with the
idea of the Semichas Chaver Program (SCP)
he told me “Of course I will sign the certificates. I will do anything to help spread
Torah in Am Yisrael”. That was his life mission, to spread Torah to the entire world.
He then added “From my experience, I can

give one piece of advice: Those who learn in
a chabura with a goal of finishing a certain
topic and getting tested are far more successful than those who are “just learning””.
Rav Zalman Nechemia always stressed the
importance of reviewing what you learned.
He once mentioned to me that the entire
day he reviews what he learned in his head.
“How can you take your mind off of something you love so dearly?”
Story#3: At the end of second zman of
SCP, we had around 50 people who passed
the test. When I brought the certificates to
HaGaon Rav Zalman Nechemia, I saw that
it was difficult for him to sign so many certificates and I told him “Maybe I’ll make a
stamp of the Rav’s signature and use that
instead”. He looked at me in shock “the participants worked so hard to learn, review
and take the test, the least I can do is sign
their certificate.”
HaGaon Rav Zalman Nechemia was
a Torah giant that everyone relied on for
his p’sakim, but he also cared about every
single Jew and their success in Torah learning. The Midrash on Vayakhel relates that
on the day of a yahrtzeit others should be
reminded and learn from the niftar’s legacy. May we all be zoche to be passionate
and humble Jews.

Torah and Menschlichkeit
Rabbi Menachem
Jacobowitz, Dayan
The scope of Moreinu
HaGaon HaRav Zalman
Nechemia Goldberg zt”l’s Torah knowledge
was phenomenal by any standards. He
would come to teach in a kollel, yeshivah,
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shul, or anywhere else, and ask what the
shiur should be on. After been told the topic,
he would look down for a few seconds and
then simply begin to spout forth Torah. The
fact that those attending the shiur were
serious yeshivah bachurim or avreichim
who had been learning the topic for weeks,
didn’t matter; he clearly knew the material
better than anyone else in the room. During
one of the first shiurim I was zocheh to hear
from him, he started discussing a Tosafos.
One of the avreichim started arguing – “but
the Tosafos says such-and-such”. Rav Goldberg calmly responded: “You are referring
to the Tosafos in maseches X; I was talking
about the Tosafos in maseches Y”. His frequent citations of Teshuvos Rebi Akiva
Eiger, Avnei Miluim and Ketzos HaShulchan,
Nesivos, Chiddushei HaRim, Pischei Teshuvah – showed a mastery of these works that
was nothing short of amazing. [I assume
that others, who heard shiurim on other
topics, would have many other sefarim to
add to this list.]
It never mattered whether the topic
“assigned” to him was from a Gemara (anywhere), Mishnayos in Zeraim or Taharos,
or any of the four chelkei Shulchan Aruch.
As one person put it to me nearly 30 years
ago, he would simply spend a few seconds
finding the appropriate “cassette,” and
press “Play.” And I was told that the same
was true 50 years ago when he was a young
Rosh Kollel.
Not only was he able to teach from anywhere in Torah; he was also willing to teach
anywhere geographically. His wife, HaRabbanit Rachel Goldberg aleha hashalom,
mentioned that her father (HaGaon HaRav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l) said one
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should teach Torah to anyone interested;
and Rav Goldberg practiced this more than
anyone else I can think of. To an especially
wide range of hashkafos; and also to an
impressively broad range of geographical
locations – far south, distant north. I once
asked a son of his how many shiurim a
week his father gave. He responded that he
doesn’t know, and actually he doubts his
father knows, either.
I often wondered how he ever had
time to learn. But at least he would give
so many shiurim on so many topics that
he was constantly reviewing lots of Torah.
After he passed away, I discovered that he
also did chazarah throughout the night.
His wife reported that he used to actually
give shiurim while sleeping! [One morning
she asked him what was the meaning of
the term “situmta” that he kept discussing
during the previous night…]
Perhaps even more impressive than his
unparalleled Torah knowledge, were the
midos that accompanied this knowledge.
I remember about thirty-five years ago,
the sheer look of boundless nachas on his
father-in-law’s face when he mentioned Rav
Goldberg’s name to me. My distinct impression was that this was due to Rav Goldberg’s
menschlichkeit. He treated everyone with
respect. Unassumingly. No matter that he
was one of the biggest talmidei chachamim
of the century. My sister studied at Michlalah
about 45 years ago, and was privileged
to spend Shabbos at the Goldberg home.
Afterwards she sent us an aerogramme
(does anyone remember what that was?)
highlighting that what she found so amazing about Rav Goldberg was how he treated
even little children with such respect.
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Continued next week...
to him for piskei halachah, or to make sure
they had not missed important sources in
their own pesakim. His passing created a
void that does not seem fillable.
May Hashem help all of klal Yisrael follow in his paths of Torah and midos.

Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase
Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv
*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER
Emulating the
Almighty

“

You shall walk in the ways of
Hashem, your God…” (Devarim
13:5) Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik
made the striking assertion that the guiding principle in Jewsih life is ve’halachta
be’darachav, ‘to walk in the ways of God.’
(Ish Hahalacha, p.252, quoted by Rabbi
Shachter in Nefesh HaRav, p. 59).
Perhaps the Rav gave prioritization
to this mitzvah based on the fact that the
Rambam does not merely view this verse
as a general notion but he codified this as
a command in his enumeration of mitzvot
(Sefer Hamitzvot, Mitzvat Aseh #8). Moreover, the Rambam stresses this pricople in
his Mishneh Torah (Hilchot Deot 1:5-6): “A
person is obligated to accustom himself to
these paths and to try to resemble Him to
the extent of his ability.”
The Rambam's codification of this as a
law is based on following two sources in
the Talmud:
(A) “Why does it say (Devarim 13:5):
“One should walk after God”? Is it possible
to walk after the Shechina? Is He not like
a consuming fire (Devarim 4:24)? Rather,
it means that one should imitate His ways.
As God clothed Adam and Chava (Bereshit
3:21), so should we clothe the naked; as
He comforted Yitzchak after Avraham’s
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death (Rashi, Bereshit 25:11), so should we
comfort mourners; as He buried Moshe
(Devarim 34:6), so should we care for the
dignity of the dead.” (Sota 14a)
(B) “Abba Shaul says: The word ve’anveihu implies: “Be like Him.” Just as God is
gracious and compassionate, you should
also be gracious and compassionate.”
(Shabbat 133b)
Both sources suggest that by emulating
both the actions and characteristics of the
Almighty one sanctifies and ennobles their
lives. The Rav would often employ the Latin
phrase imitatio Dei when referring to this
notion.
The assertion that imitatio Dei is the means
by which a Jew pursues holiness touches on
a fundamental question regarding defining
the essence of holiness. Surely this is not the
only path to attain holiness. A knowledgeable
Jew is likely to invoke the idea, advanced by
our sages, that kadosh means parush, separated (Sifra, Kedoshim, Vayikra 19:2, Vayikra
Rabbah 24:5. Rashi, Vayikra 20:25-26, where
he suggests that holiness requires the Jew to
be muvdalim separated). The imperative for
Jews to be kedoshim therefore may be taken
to mandate separation from certain aspects
of the world.
It is therefore striking that the Rav gave
great force to the command of imitatio Dei.
In observing this command the Jew engages
in the world. Providing for the needs of
others, extending oneself with mercy and

kindness, actively addressing the plight of
the poor and impoverished are the examples articulated by the Talmud. All of these
examples stand in contrast to a position of
isolation and separateness. They require
personal engagement and down to earth
endeavors. (See David Shatz’s article, ‘Separation or Engagement? Imitatio Dei and
the Nature of Holiness’ for a full analysis
of this idea.)
Perhaps the Rav’s most robust articulation of this worldview found in his writings
is the passage from Halachic Man where
he stresses that, in Judaism, holiness is not
to be attained in a transcendent realm,
but rather in this world: “An individual…
[becomes holy] through actualizing the
halacha in the empirical world.” (Halachic
Man, Kaplan, JPS, 1983, pp. 46-47)
With this background in mind we can
appreciate the magnificent way in which
the Rav extended the contours of “walking
in the way of God.” He explains: Creativity
is an aspect of imitatio Dei and holiness.
With the creative act one attains kedusha.
The Rav proves this by spotlighting the
creation story, the very first chapter of
the Torah, and asks: “Why does the Torah
devote an entire chapter to the story of
creation when, actually, all that emerges is
a story which is unclear, incomplete, enigmatic, and half concealed?”
The Rav answered that the Torah clearly
has no intention to present a scientific
explanation, rather it is meant to be understood as a moral challenge to man: As God
created, so should man. The foundation of
our morality is: “And you shall walk in His
ways” (Devarim 28:9).
“Man must be creative in both the

material (eretz) and spiritual (shamayim)
realms. There are diseases to conquer (verapo yerape, Shemot 21:19), rivers to control,
miseries to extricate (vechivshuha, Bereshit
1:28). Conquering and settling Eretz Yisrael,
kibbush ha’aretz, are also mitzvot of yetzira
(creativity)...There is also the mandate in
the spiritual realm...An undisciplined child,
without any identity gradually changes into
a spiritual personality..this is the spiritual
dimension of parenthood…” (‘Reflections of
the Rav,’ pp. 26-27).
The Rav added another layer of meaning
to man’s responsibility to imitate the attribute of God’s creative role in the world.
When creating the universe the Midrash
(Bereshit Rabbah 3:9) depicts God recreating and rebuilding many worlds until He
arrives at this one. Here we have God not
only creating, as in the Biblical text, but
also rebuilding after destruction. The Rav
argued that what the midrash is teaching
is that this is precisely what we are called
on to do as individuals and as a people. We
must resist succumbing after total destruction and instead continually rebuild new
words, even as God did. It is in this act that
the Divine quality of yetzira and the sanctity of our lives walking in His ways are
actualized (Ibid. pp. 28-29).
בס״ד
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Paying Damages,
Receiving a Fine

L

ast time we discussed the question of whether embryos have
a monetary value and can be
owned, bought and sold.
Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli used the discussion
of the verse (Shemot 21:22) “if two men
argue and one pushes a pregnant woman
who miscarries but no calamity occurs, he
will be punished as the woman’s husband
claims” as a basis for his understanding of
this question.
The Rambam understood the payment
as a liability for damages caused. The man
caused damage to the embryos, so he has to
pay for them. But the Raavad and the Rosh
explained differently, that the man does
not pay damages; rather, this is a fine and
a Torah punishment for his actions.
To explain the difference, let us consider the following example; someone has
been drinking and gets in their car to drive
home. He does not put on his seatbelt and
drives recklessly, causing an accident in
which his car crashes into another vehicle.
The driver is apprehended by the police
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and brought to trial. The judge decides that
the reckless driver has to pay for the damage caused to the other car. In addition, he
receives a fine for reckless driving, another
for driving under the influence of alcohol
and one more for not wearing a seatbelt.
He may even receive a prison sentence. The
damages relate to the value of the other car
that he destroyed. The fines do not cover
the damage caused, there was no damage
due to him not wearing a seatbelt. Rather
a fine is a punishment imposed by society
for illegal behavior.
According to the Rambam, killing the
unborn fetus incurs a claim for damages,
whereas the Rosh sees it as a Torah fine for
bad behavior. One practical application of
this difference is the question of whether
the embryos are considered a legal and
financial entity. It appears from the Rambam’s perspective that the embryos are a
fiscal entity, but this cannot be deduced
from the Rosh’s explanation.
Rabbi Yisraeli wrote that, were it to be
damages, then the same law would apply
if someone’s animal caused the woman to
miscarry. This is not the case, and the law
only applies when two humans fight each
other and one of them causes the miscarriage. If their ox gored the woman and
she miscarried, the law would not apply.
Therefore, it appears to be a fine and not
a question of damages. More on this next
week.

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about
220m, pastoral, in a
quiet side alley, private
elevator, private
entrance, terrace,
storage room, parking

7,500,000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence

1UniTravel - Medical Insurance
at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com

1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide,
Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

The Kollel located at the kever of
Shimon HaTzaddik strengthens the
Jewish presence in the contested
Shimon HaTzaddik/Sheik Jarrah
neighborhood of East Jerusalem.
The Jewish Law Torah Scholars learning at the
Kollel Hoshen Mishpat are protecting our
right to this most holy place in Eretz Yisrael.
Walking through this area to reach the Kollel
safely has become increasingly challenging
due to the Hamas directed incitement to
violence against Jews.
The Kollel needs your help to improve the
physical conditions and provide safe
transportation for these Torah Scholars.
Through your tax-deductible donations
you will acquire Torah, Eretz Yisrael
and Olam Haba.
Contributions can be made through:

www.keepjerusalem.org
For more information how you can support this important
work of the Kollel, contact Moshe.brody@gmail.com
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

I

יבה ׁשו ְֹפ ֵטינ ּו
ָ ָהִׁש
אשוֹנָה
ׁ ְּכ ָב ִר

f you had to imagine a checklist of
items needed to be purchased for
a newly ordained king, you’d probably think of a crown, a scepter, a cloak,
and a throne. Surprisingly, the Torah
(Devarim 17:18) has a completely different
item to add to the checklist…a Sefer Torah!
The Rambam (Hilchot Melachim 2:36)
writes that not only does the king need to
write and own a Sefer Torah, he actually
needs to carry this Sefer Torah everywhere
he goes! Why? Because he needs a guide, a
leadership manual. At every given moment,
questions might arise that will require the
guidance and direction of the Torah.
In the past, when there was any type of
uncertainty – should we go to war, should
we make a treaty with the enemy, etc., the
leaders would turn to the Navi or to the Urim
vTumim, and would receive an answer
from Hashem! There was complete clarity!
This concept seems beyond our wildest
imagination! Baruch Hashem, we live in a
Jewish country with a Jewish government
and justice system. But we are far from
living in a country where the law and government policy is based on the Torah.
In Tehillim (27:8), Dovid HaMelech
writes “– ”לך אמר לבי בקשו פני את פנך ה' אבקש- On
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Your behalf, my heart says, “Seek My presence.” Your presence, O Lord, I will seek. The
Meiri explains this cryptic verse so beautifully. Dovid HaMelech declares – I am the
king of Israel and therefore I need to set up
a system where people are in awe of me and
are constantly searching me out and paying
me respect. But don’t think for a second that
I am doing this for my ego. What is my goal?
 – לךfor You!. For You Hashem, I need to
make sure that people are בקשו פני. Why? In
order that then I can bring them to 'את פנך ה
אבקש. The driving purpose of my leadership
is to bring people closer to You, Hashem!!
Can you imagine having leadership like
that?!
It is this that we are davening for in the
bracha of השיבה שופטינו. The Avudraham
writes that the first six requests in Shemoneh Esrei which are personal in nature
are parallel to the second six which are
national in nature. Therefore, the bracha
of  השיבה שופטינוis parallel to the bracha of
השיבינו אבינו. Just like we start out in our
second personal request asking to be redirected and brought back to the right starting
point headed towards the correct destination, so too we ask Hashem to redirect us
on a national level.
ְה ֵסר
ָ  ו,ֲצינ ּו ְּכ ַב ְּת ִח ָּלה
ֵ  וְיוֹע,אשוֹנָה
ׁ יבה ׁשו ְֹפ ֵטינ ּו ְּכ ָב ִר
ָ ָהִׁש
,ֲמים
ִ ָחה ו ְּמלו ְֹך ָע ֵלינ ּו ַא ָּתה ה' ְל ַב ְּד ָך ְּב ֶח ֶסד ו ְּב ַרח
ָ ַאנ
ֲ ִמ ֶּמנּ ּו יָגוֹן ו
. ֶמ ֶל ְך או ֵֹהב ְצ ָד ָקה ו ִּמְׁש ָּפט,' ָּברו ְּך ַא ָּתה ה.ו ְַצ ְּד ֵקנ ּו ַּב ִמְׁש ָּפט
Restore our judges as at first and our
advisors as at the beginning. Remove from

us sorrow and sighing, and reign over us,
You alone Hashem, with kindness and mercy,
with righteousness and justice. Blessed are
you Hashem, the King who loves righteousness and justice.
Here we emphasize this desire to go
back to the beginning. To allow the GPS to
recalculate and bring us back to our starting point, so that as a nation we can retrace
our steps and begin navigating towards the
correct destination.
Clarity is the diametric opposite of sorrow and despair. Once we know we are
moving in the right direction with Hashem’s clear direction, all of our sorrow will
fall to the wayside. We can endure small
setbacks and suffering, as long as we know
that long-term we are getting somewhere.
We daven that our nation be led solely by
Hashem. This doesn’t mean we need to rid
ourselves of human leaders, but that those
leaders should serve purely as emissaries
of Hashem, that everything they decide
should be clearly governed by the Torah
and its teachings. And that their driving
goal should be simply to bring the Jewish
people closer to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
These concepts all feel so far off, but let’s
daven and hopefully we can slowly move in
that direction, bezrat Hashem!

CHESED FUND

Please help those less fortunate,
desperate for assistance.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund" and send to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or donations can be brought to the
OU Israel Center.

A Kosher Bed & Breakfast
tucked away in Old Rosh Pina

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies

Join us on Sunday’s 11:30 -12:15
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

SHIUR SPONSORS

Wednesday, July 28 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur
was sponsored by Shoshana Ehrenfeld לע”נ
her mother Chana Shayna bat Shmuel Mordechai a”h Mrs. Hulda Katz Hoch, 11th yahrzeit was 11 Menachem Av
Sunday, August 8 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur is
sponsored in honor of Tamadan Goldenhersh
bizchut her Aliyah. May she have a Refuah Shleima
from Dr. Moshe and Phyllis Kuhr
Wednesday, August 11 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored in honor of Peretz Eisler
by Mishpachat Greenberg
Rabbi Goldin’s Tuesday Morning shiurim
have been sponsored by a generous donor
Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an
aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l
and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h
Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a
refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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A VIRTUAL 5K / IN PERSON

RACE TO
SAVE LIVES
AUG 15TH 2021

#racetosavelives

Sign Up Today: www.SAVELIVES5K.com
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Home Care Services For Seniors
Making Your Life a Little Easier and a Little Brighter

A warm and dedicated senior caregiver to help with:
Companionship
Yiddish & Hebrew
*Housekeeping
Speaking
* Healthy Cooking
* Shopping * Running Errands
MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD

SHLOMO 058-3254367
בס״ד

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

ARNONA: townhouse, 5 bedrooms, elevator, 2 succa
ARNONA5 BEDROOM
balconies,
privateAMAZING
parking, renovated,
storage, huge
living room and master bedroom, light and green

TOWNHOUSE

MALCHA: 4.5 room garden apartment, private entrance, fully renovation, 3 bathrooms, 100m garden,
storage, parking, amazing view, light, quiet, only
3,590,000 NIS
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat elevator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite,
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,190,000nis

MAXI BoX

BAKA: amazing deal, 3 bedrooms, ground floor, 85m, 2
balconies, center location, the best price on the market
only 1,950,000nis

Your place for extra space

ARNONA - 3 bedrooms, elevator, parking, storage, a/c,
light,
serious
sellers,
attractive
pricevery
private
heating,
ensuite,
balcony,
airy, full of light,
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm,

HANOCH ALBAK ST: amazing garden apartment, 3
private
entrance,
easyensuite,
access,parking,
bedrooms,
easy access,
no steps,
storage,
renovated,
amazing50sqm
living space
with a huge
fully
renovated,
garden,
garden, attractive

Storage

50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of

053-7272-815

077-215-1200
054-246-0246
077-215-1200 ////054-246-0246

SUKKOS
at the

Jerusalem Gardens Hotel & Spa

4,000

$

PER COUPLE
12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS

Sep. 19 – 30, 2021

ARRIVE BEFORE YOM KIPPUR

Sept 14-30

$4,999

Yom Kippur: SEP. 14 $275 PER COUPLE

Motzei Yom Kippur: SEP. 15 $145 PER COUPLE
Additional N ights: $168 PER COUPLE BB
Thurs – Sunday after Sukkos: $795
*Includes all Yom Tov Meals and Breakfast and Dinner on Chol Hamoed

ENTERTAINMENT

R’ YITZCHOK ADLER

SIMCHAS BAIS
HASHOEVAH

R’ CHANAN (ANTONY) GORDON

KUMZITZ CHEVRA

R’ ZEV LEFF
R’ YEHUDAH SILVER
R’ TZADOK SHMUEL SUCHARD
R’ MORDECHAI SUCHARD
R’ TZVI HERSH WEINREB

• Indoor pool, jacuzzis, sauna, steam room
spa & fully equipped fitness center
• Separate hours for men & women
• Walking distance to Central Bus
Station, Convention Center, “Chords
Bridge,” Israel Museum, Knesset

R’ GAVRIEL FRIEDMAN
MRS. TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ

• Suites with private sukkahs available

• Walking distance to Geula

featuring world renowned

PRESENTERS

Glatt Mehadrin
& Rabbanut Mehadrin
all year round.

with the

• One block from Light Rail
• 15 min. walk to Wolfson Towers

FOR MORE INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS
MIRIAM: 845-290-8710 • office@gatewaysonline.org
DAVID: 02-6558811 • groups@JeruGardens.com

www.JerusalemGardensHotel.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER

63

