
36     TORAH TIDBITS 1430 / EIKEV 5781

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

Our Sedra opens with the words: 
Vhaya Eikev Tishmaun, eit 
hamishpatim haeleh, ushmar-

tem vaasitem otam, v’shamar Hashem 
Elokecha lecha et HaBrit v’et HaCHesed 
asher nishba laAvotecha.

And it shall be, if you will heed these stat-
ues, and fulfill and do them, Hashem your 
G-d will fulfill the covenant and Kindness He 
promised to your ancestors.

The great Chasidic Master, Reb Mor-
dechai of Lekovitch, the holy Sabba of 
Slonim zy’a, offered a very novel interpre-
tation of this pasuk. The Rebbe points to a 
teaching from the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, 
that the word V’Haya - literally, ‘and it shall 
be’, connotes simcha - joy, while the word 
ekev - which literally means the heel, or bot-
tom, connotes humility. 

Explains the Sabba Hakodesh, if one 
personifies these two character traits, of 
serving Hashem with joy and humility, he 
will indeed merit to heed the words of the 
Torah HaKedosha, succeed in fulfilling the 

mitzvot, and merit that in turn, Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu will bless us through his cove-
nant of kindness.

There is a well known teaching the 
Mishna in Masechet Makkot: 

Rebbe Chananya ben Akashya omer: 
Ratza HaKadosh Baruch Hu lezakot et 
Yisrael, Lefichach hirba Lahem Torah Umitz-
vot...Rabbi Chananya Ben Akashya taught: 
HaKadosh Baruch wishes to bestow merit 
upon the Jewish People, therefore he gave 
them so many mitzvot within the Torah....

At face value, this teaching seems con-
tradictory. If Hashem truly wants us to 
succeed and to receive merit, why then are 
there so many laws and statutes, which we 
are expected to fulfill? Seemingly having 
so many regulations might for many seem 
intimidating, or as potential obstacles to 
success. How are we to understand this 
teaching?

The Rambam, in his commentary on 
this mishna, brilliantly clarifies the mes-
sage that Rebbe Chananya  intended to 
convey. The Rambam explains, that since 
Hashem has given us so many mitzvot, it is 
impossible for one to go through an entire 

For rent in Rechavia
Newly renovated apartment –  

City Center, Jerusalem
Ground floor with a few steps, easily accessible, 
near Great-Synagogue, 2 bedrooms, 1 en-suite  

+ separate family bathroom.  
Strictly kosher kitchen, large living area.  

Photos available upon request via email:  
ams@avracon.ch  

or contact: +41 79 404 7982

 לאברהם מנשה - רב תודות על עזרתך
הנדיבה, יוזמתך וחיוכך הרחב

Thank you to Avraham Menashe for 
his many years of dedicated delivery 
of TT from Beersheva to Nahariya!!
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CASPI St. – Garden apartment 
in a boutique building, 4 rooms 
(115m) private entrance, bright, 
parking  

3590000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
CASPI St. – pent-cottage, 5 rooms,  
roof terrace, panoramic view of Temple Mount, 
parking, storage room 

5400000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
ELAD BAYIT VEGAN PROJECT - Spacious 
3 room apartment, 
renovated, 16th floor + 
Shabbat elevator, open 
view succah balcony, 
store room, parking 

2270000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111 
REHAVIA/Wolfson building – 4.5 rooms, 1st 
floor + elevator, balcony, central heating, 
A/C, calm, near City Center

3300000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111

• Saidoff - 3 room apartment, 2 
bathrooms, elevator, parking! 2.6 m nis

• Saidoff - 5 room apartment, 156m,  
storage, parking, elevator, amazing views! 
6m nis   

• First floor wolfson apartment 3.4 m nis

• Nachlat Achim/ Shaarei chessed - 
renovated 6 room penthouse! Large sukka 
balcony with roof top terrace & elevator.  
In a unique small building! 8m nis 

• Super luxury city center penthouse!  
5 m high ceilings, floor to ceiling windows, 
roof top terrace and more

For rent!
• Talbia - renovated 4 room apartment, 
balcony, elevator,  parking, 10000 nis (flex)

• Rechavia - 4 room renovated garden 
apartment in great location. 9300 nis

Looking forward to helping you buy, sell, rent your home!!
Shifra Lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnik 0526969956

Rivka and Shifra's Homes!
For sale! In Rechavia  
and surrounding areas!
• New exclusive in Rechavia/ Shaarei 
Chessed- Very unique large apartment, 
massive balcony, separate one bedroom 
apartment, storage, Shabbat elevator & 
parking!! Lease land Ben David 5m nis

• New exclusive! Wolfson villa -  
5 room apartment, bright & airy with 
sukka balcony, storage,  option for parking!  
5.5 m nis (flex)

• Massive Shaarei Chessed penthouse! 
Over 400m living area, large sukka 
balconies, views, parking! 15.5m nis 

• Lev Rechavia - 4 room apartment,  
sukka balcony, parking, elevator, 
swimming pool, guard! 5.3 m nis

lifetime, and not have at least one mitzvah 
that they excel at and fulfill completely, and 
through that one mitzvah they give eternal 
life to their soul.

The Rambam, in this important insight, 
teaches us to pivot in our definition and 
relationship to mitzvot, to begin to see mitz-
vot not solely as obligations, but more so 
as opportunities. Opportunities to demon-
strate our fidelity to Hashem and the Torah 
HaKedosha, and simultaneously to feel 
Hashem’s covenantal commitment and 
fidelity to each one of us.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us indeed 
merit to take to heart these two important 
insights, to see each and every mitzvah as 
an opportunity to serve Hashem with joy 
and humility, and to merit to receive the 
blessing of the promise of Divine Kindness 
inherent in each and every moment. 


