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nstead of writing on a halachic issue,

this time I wanted to write about an

exceptional encounter with far-reach-
ing ramifications.

During the Nine Days, rabbis of OU Israel
visited Torah VeHa’aretz Institute, where
they met the rabbis of the institute.

Present at the meeting were: Rabbi Avi Ber-
man, executive director of OU Israel; Rabbi
Yissachar Dov Krakowski, director of OU
Kosher in Israel; and Rabbi Ezra Freidman,
director of the OU Israel Gustave and Carol
Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education.

Over the course of the meeting we dis-
cussed collaboration possibilities ahead
of the shemitah year; specifically, the pos-
31b111ty for the OU to certify the otzar beit
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din produce with kedushat shevi’it. Many
halachic issues were discussed and honed,
and they decided to confer with the OU
kashrut agency in the United States (Rabbi
Menachem Genack, Rabbi Moshe Elefant,
and others) to receive their ruling on the
very complex topic of purchasing shemitah
produce.

Aside from that many factories under
OU supervision in Israel, there are also
restaurants and catering services with OU
certification. These and thousands of peo-
ple who buy fruits and vegetables in Israel
during the shemitah year are waiting to
hear what the largest kashrut agency in the
world has to say about buying produce with
kedushat shevi’it in general, and the proper
ranking of which types of produce to buy
during shemitah, in particular. This topic
is very sensitive on a halachic level and in
many other ways, which is why this meet-
ing with the rabbis of Torah VeHa’aretz
Institute went on for several hours.

The visiting rabbis received the recently
published book Katif Shevi’it, and will



receive the Consumer’s Guide to Shemitah,
which come out, G-d willing, on Rosh Cho-
desh Elul.

The delegation also toured our research
hothouse, where we grow produce on
detached platforms, and the precise hala-
chic conditions for growing in this fashion
were discussed.

Through the visit, we stressed the deep
bond and similarity between the two orga-
nizations, which connect halachah and
Zionism.

Thank you to my dear friend, Rabbi Ezra
Friedman, for coordinating and initiating
the tour. m

Are you interested in a high-level

Gemara shiur in English on Zoom?
The shiur is given by Rabbi Hillel Ruvel
- Rosh Kollel at Yeshivas Beis Yisroel
in Neve Yaakov - from 4:30-5:30pm,
Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays. Zoom details are in Torah
Tidbits (see schedule). If you have
further questions, please contact Danny
Taragin, 052 8464249 (also whatsapp).
- Now learning Masechet Temura -
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In The Bustan Baka Project
PRICE REDUCTION! 65 SQM apt, uniquely designed,
2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, balcony and parking|!
NACHLAOT, Agripas

PRICE REDUCTION! 125 sqm with 3 sukkah balconies,
near Shuk Mahane Yehuda, walking distance to the
Old City, 3 beds, 2.5 baths, elevator, gorgeous views.

PISGAT ZEV, David Niv St.

JUSTLISTED! 100 SQM, 4 Bedroom apartment with
a large 47 SQM Succah balcony, in great condition,
bright and spacious.

|

KIRYAT SHMUEL, Harav Chen

3 Room apartment on the first floor, bright, with lots
of potential through Tama 38.

OLD KATAMON, HaPalmach

In Old Katamon an oversized 3 bdrm apt with amazing
potential, over 115 sgm of space, elevator, parking,
storage, quiet & full of light. JLM Rentals

TALBIYA, Echad Ha'am

Well kept 120 SQM apartment, 3 bedrooms, 3rd floor
with an elevator, spacious kitchen, a balcony, bright.
Asking 10,000 NIS flexible

|

ARNONA, Shalom Yehuda

80 SQM, 2 bedroom apartment, furnished, spacious,
and bright. Asking - NIS 4,950 Efrat

ZAYIT, Matityahu Hacohen

In the village Project, 220 SQM Cottage,
large outdoor space, 7 rooms, 3.5 bathrooms,
renovated, beautiful views. Asking: NIS 3,280,000

l

Yaniv: 052.614.1442 |+

p Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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