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“Nachamu, Nachamu Ami” – Are 
there any better expressions of 
comfort to leave for a nation in 

mourning than the one which opens this 
week’s haftarah? 

“Nachamu, Nachamu Ami” – Are there 
any more fitting prophetic cries with which 
to begin this post-Tish’a B’Av season of 
consolation? 

“Nachamu, Nachamu Ami” – And 
are there any other well-known biblical 
expressions that are as widely misunder-
stood as this one?

Let me explain. This expression is not a 
call from Hashem to Israel to be consoled, 
nor is it a call from the navi Yishayahu (or 
any other navi) to the grieving nation to 
be comforted. These oft-quoted words are 
actually directives from G-d addressed to 
the prophets themselves, charging them to 
reach out to Israel and deliver His message 
of solace and succor. 

And perhaps one of the reasons why 
this call to the chosen leaders was selected 
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by our scholars to serve as an introduction 
to the subsequent haftarot of consolation 
was to remind the religious guides of all 
future generations that their primary mis-
sion to a suffering community is “Nachamu, 
Nachamu Ami” – to go out and comfort the 
nation! 

We often listen to the prophecies of the 
“nevi’im acharonim” and, quite under-
standably, we regard their function as one 
of reproach, criticism and condemnation, 
to be a call to the nation to repent and to 
repair their wayward ways. Yet, Hashem 
cries out to the prophets “Nachamu, 
Nachamu Ami” – your purpose is not one 
of censure alone but of reproach tempered 
with the message of consolation. Indeed, 
when Hashem describes the mission 
charged to the prophet Yirmiyahu (in the 
haftarah we read just three weeks ago), He 
tells him (Yirmiyahu 1; 10) “lintosh v’lintotz, 
ul’ha’avid v’laharus…” – “to uproot and 
smash, to destroy and raze”. But He then 
adds another part of the prophetic task: “…
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livnot v’linto’ah” – “to build and to plant”.
You see, a true leader must do more 

than censure his people; he must offer 
them hope, he must promise them a future.

“Nachamu, Nachamu Ami”
Seventy three years ago, when our 

nation was still mourning the loss of one 
third of its people, a loss of life that sur-
passed the number of martyrs sacrificed 
during destructions of both Temples com-
bined(!), this grieving nation “built and 
planted” and revived its ancient land, its 
ancient language and its ancient dream. 
No. It was not yet perfect nor is it now 
yet perfect. But how should we, and our 
religious and political leadership seek to 
perfect it? Should it be done only through 
messages that focus on what is wrong and 
what is IMperfect? Is that what real lead-
ers should preach? Our haftarah reminds 
us: “Nachamu, Nachamu Ami”, that, added 
to the “not-yet-perfect” message must be 
words of comfort and promises of a bright 
future. It is these promises that are essen-
tial in bringing the “perfection” that we 
seek.  

As we use these weeks of comfort as a 
season to prepare for the Yamim Nora’im, 
the time of teshuva, we would be wise 
to keep in mind the charge given to our 
nevi’im and to remember that repentance 
is best achieved through words of comfort 
and through prophetic assurances that G-d 
is also proclaiming:  “Nachamu, Nachamu 
Ami”. 
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CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK - Great 
investment! Nice 3.5 rooms, 1st floor, renovated, 
with a pinuy binuy process to double the value of 
the apartment 2,080,000 NIS
BAKA, GOOD DEAL! -   New penthouse,  
4 rooms, 104m, Shabbat elevator, 30m of 
sukkah balconies with view, master bedroom, 
bright, 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA HaTSEIRA - Beautiful penthouse,  
5 rooms, 134m, modern building, elevator, 90m 
balconies with panoramic view, good shape, 
quiet, storage, double  parking, 3,750,000 NIS
KIRYAT SHMUEL, NILI St - Great 5 rooms  
+ large separate unit, well kept building, elevator, 
4 balconies, beautifully renovated, quiet, 
spacious, 5,100,000 NIS
PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON - In a 
picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parking spots, rare!


