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I was recently listening to a 
Hebrew radio show which 
encourages people to call in 
and share what’s on their 
minds. A man called in and 

said that he is bothered by the way some 
children of all ages don’t respect their par-
ents properly. He was a religious man and 
cited sources in the Shulchan Aruch that 
explain to what degree a person should go 
in order to respect one’s parents - not sit-
ting in their chair, standing up when they 
enter a room, not contradicting them, not 
interfering in their work, talking to them 
with the utmost respect, and so on. 

He then shared, and you could hear him 
choking on his words, that he only realized 
how special and valuable the Mizvah of 
Kibbud Av V’Em is after his parents passed 
away. He said that he screams with pain 
inside when he sees children not show-
ing proper respect to their parents. “Don’t 
wait until it’s too late,” he said, encouraging 
everyone to learn about the beauty of the 
Mitzvah of Kibud Horim now because you 
never know until when you will be able to 
fulfil this special Mitzvah.

After someone passes, there is a concept 
of doing Mitzvot Leilui Nishmat that per-
son (to elevate the soul). The concept of 
Leilui Nishmat is deeply rooted in Jewish 
tradition. Our sages teach, after a person 
passes from this world their soul can be 
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uplifted through the Torah and good deeds 
happening in their merit. For example, if 
someone wrote a Sefer during their life-
time, the Torah that is learned from that 
Sefer after his/her passing elevates the soul. 
If a person is blessed with children and 
grandchildren who do good deeds, those 
good deeds can add merit to the deceased. 
Similarly, if Torah, Chesed, Kiruv, Brachot, 
and other Mitzvot are dedicated Leilui 
Nishmat a loved one, you can elevate the 
soul of your beloved. 

Rabbi Steinsaltz ZT”L was a 
giant in Torah and education. 
His scope and impact on Klal 
Yisrael is enormous.

This past Sunday, Tisha B’Av was my Bub-
by’s 16th Yahrtzeit. Bubby was the sweetest 
of the sweet, as humble as one could imag-
ine, and was a true educator and role 
model for all of her students and especially 
her children, grandchildren, great grand-
children, and great great grandchildren. I 
pray that the Torah, Chesed, Tzedaka, and 
Maasim Tovim of all of her descendants are 
elevating Bubby’s holy Neshama.

I was extremely touched when Rabbi Adin 
Even-Israel Steinsaltz ZT”L’s son Rabbi 
Meni Even-Israel approached me about 
dedicating Torah Tidbits Leilui Nishmat 
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please contact Ita Rochel at 02-560-9125 or 
ttads@ouisrael.org.

I view each of you dear readers as part 
of the OU Israel family, and it would be a 
Zechut to mark your family Smachot and 
Yahrtzeits through Torah Tidbits, sharing 
Torah and inspiration with so many each 
week.

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

The Steinsaltz Center is in the final stages 
of publishing an annotated edition of the 
Mishnah in Hebrew. This is another stage of 
the publication of annotated editions of all 
the treasures of the Jewish Torah: The Bible, 
the Talmud, Maimonides, the Tanya. We 
invite the public to take part in this import-
ant project. In addition, in the two weeks 
between the Rabbi’s birthday (3 Av-July 
12) and the Yahrzeit day (17 Av-July 26), 
we will be able to study Mishnah , through 
the Steinsaltz Center’s new app, “Steinsaltz 
Daily Study” (the app includes a daily page, 
a weekly Bible page, Mishnah, Rambam and 
more), and together we will finish the Shas 
Mishnayot by the day of the Yahrzeit (17 
Av-July 26).

Your participation in the project will allow 
you to donate and dedicate Mishnayot, chap-
ters, and tractates to your loved ones, which 
will appear in the new edition of the Mish-
nah. Together we will continue the Rav’s 
legacy to Let My People Know. For more 
information: www.steinsaltz-center.org

his beloved father on the occasion of his 
first Yahrtzeit on the 17th of Av. I had the 
Zechut of meeting Rabbi Steinsaltz Z”TL 
many years ago and have many friends and 
relatives who were students of his. Rabbi 
Steinsaltz ZT”L was a giant in Torah and 
education. His scope and impact on Klal 
Yisrael is enormous, both in his lifetime 
and after through the Torah and Miztvot 
being done as a result of his Sefarim and 
personal example. 

In addition to translating the entire Shas 
and making Gemara attainable for so 
many, Rabbi Steinsaltz ZT”L published 
Seforim on Torah, Shas, Chassidut, and 
other topics. He established the Mekor 
Chaim Yeshiva High School which has a 
reputation for serious Torah study. His 
legacy of learning and spreading Torah 
continues through the Steinsaltz Center 
which is currently working on numerous 
publications and initiatives (please see 
below to learn how you can get involved 
in the learning). 

I want to take advantage of this opportu-
nity, to encourage you to utilize the Torah 
Tidbits platform in memory of or in honor 
of your loved ones or special occasions 
(Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, birthdays, Aliyah-ver-
saries, weddings). We offer various 
sponsorship opportunities ranging from 
an entire edition to your favorite article. 
A few weeks ago I wrote about my par-
ents wishing me happy birthday in Torah 
Tidbits when I was a child, and it warms 
my heart to this day. You can surprise 
your child or grandchild by sponsoring 
our new Torah Tidbits comic the week 
of their birthday. For more information, 


