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Tekasim (ceremonies) are
a big part of Israeli culture.
We have both national as
well as communal tekasim
for Yom HaShoah and Yom
HaZikaron. We also have multiple tekasim for IDF soldiers marking the various,
well-deserved stages in their IDF service.
My first son to enlist joined the IDF a year
ago. Due to Covid, last week was his first
tekes (ceremony) that families and guests
were able to join.
As you can imagine, I was incredibly
proud, touched and excited for this tekes.
Initially I thought this excitement was
attributed to my first time attending a
tekes for my son. Yet, in speaking to many
other guests attending the tekes, I realized
that there was extreme excitement from
everyone in attendance, including those
who were there for their youngest child
and grandparents. It seemed that the level
of excitement was not diminished even
for those that had been to similar tekasim
many times.
What is it that makes these moments so
special? And why is that thousands are
willing to sit in the baking sun (there was
no shade) for 3 hours. I gave this much
thought, and truth be told the fact that the
ceremony took place during the 3 Weeks
made it easier for me to understand the
excitement. We are a nation that has had
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to fight for our basic existence for thousands of years. Unfortunately, today is no
different. We still have many enemies that
are trying to annihilate the Jewish people
in the Jewish state.
As we say every Pesach during the Seder
“B’Chol Dor V’Dor Omdim Aleinu L’Chaloteinu” (in every generation there are those
that arise to destroy us), and the end of the
verse “V’Hakadosh Baruch Hu Matzeileinu
Miyadam” (and G-d saves us from their
hands). The enemy that tries to destroy the
Jewish people manifests itself differently in
every generation.
In this generation, we are blessed that
Hashem has given us the opportunity
to defend ourselves with one of the best
defense forces in the world. The IDF is
composed of young, passionate soldiers
dedicated to doing everything possible to
keep us safe. We share in their excitement
when they reach their momentous tekasim,
and we pray for their safety and wellbeing.
One could think, “If only we had the IDF in
the time of the Beit HaMikdash (Temple), we
would have been able to defend ourselves
and not have lost the Batei Mikdash.” But,
we have a Gemara which explains the reasons for their destruction. We know that it
was a punishment from Hashem as a result
of our actions. The Gemara explains that
the Beit HaMikdash was destroyed because
of baseless hatred; we did not respect one

another, we spoke too much lashon hara,
and there was too much mockery.

think that we can start moving in the right
direction.

As we get closer to Tisha B’Av the level of
minhagei aveilut (customs of mourning)
intensifies and the strength of our prayers
for Mashiach and the Beit HaMikdash get
stronger. We unfortunately lost both of our
Batei Mikdash on Tisha B’Av. Our sages
teach us that every generation in which the
Beit HaMikdash is not built, it is as if it was
destroyed in that generation.

As many rabbonim discuss this time of
year, we can take upon ourselves certain
hours a day not to talk negatively, we can
start learning the Chofetz Chaim’s Shemirat HaLashon, and we can share the idea
to take upon ourselves extra care not to
speak badly about others. Since our Father
in Heaven loves us dearly, I am hopeful that
He will see these small steps we are taking,
listen to our prayers, and bless us with a
Tisha B’Av full of festivity and celebration
in the Beit HaMikdash.

While I know that Torah Tidbits is a very
powerful Torah education tool and that
people read Torah Tidbits religiously and
try to internalize its positive messages, I
don’t think that any of us, including myself,
can go from wherever we are to zero lashon
hara, utmost respect for others, and zero
mockery within one minute. However, I do
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