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A Startling 
Request

At first glance, the request of Reu-
ven, Gad and part of the tribe of 
Menashe seemed quite reasonable. 

They had many flocks of sheep and cattle, 
and the Transjordan territory had great 
areas of pasture, so it was a logical choice 
for their inheritance. Yet how could they 
justify this petition if it meant not entering 
the Promised land? Let us explore their 
mindset, where they erred, and why Moshe 
Rabbeinu was disappointed by their appeal.

Rav Dessler in Michtav MeEliyahu explains 
that these tribes understood that every ele-
ment, feature and living thing is put in this 
world to serve Hashem. Through raising 
their flocks of sheep, they would elevate the 
sparks of the Divine in the world and draw 
down holiness. In no way did these tribes 

disparage the land, they simply felt they 
could achieve their purpose in a different 
region. Indeed, Moshe Rabbeinu, who was 
aware of their mission, was not upset by 
their request, rather he was concerned that 
the other tribes would become disheart-
ened and lose their momentum in moving 
forward to Eretz Yisrael. Chazal note that 
Hashem intended to give these tribes this 
land. Their misstep was asking for it impet-
uously. They were therefore punished and 
sent into exile many years before the rest 
of the ten tribes.  

Rav Nebenzal in his Sichot on the parashah 
draws a powerful lesson from the tribes’ 
attitude. They appreciated their holy mis-
sion vis a vis their sheep, however, they 
gave less consideration to the ‘owners of 
the sheep.’ They failed to reflect on what 
would be best for their own children, to 
ensure they would be raised in the best con-
ditions for their spiritual well-being. This is 
a challenge we often face; what to prioritize 
when we have two important responsibil-
ities. For example, when one comes late 
to a wedding, does one spend time eating 
the leftover food from the smorgasbord, 
arguing that it is part of the seudat mitzvah 
or does one go directly to the chuppah to 
greet the Shechniah hovering over the new 
young couple? Sometimes people invest a 
lot of money in beautifying a shul building 
yet neglect to gather the necessary funds to 
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support the teachers who will give shiurim 
and spread Torah in that very building. 
These tribes had exalted spiritual values; 
nonetheless they overlooked their main 
spiritual focus.  

The importance of spiritual priorities is fur-
ther seen at the end of the parashah. Rav 
Nebenzal notices that the Torah makes a 
point to tell us the new names the tribes 
gave to the places that they captured. In 
changing the names, the people were infus-
ing these places with holiness. We ought to 
realize how many times we call a city by its 
name and what that simple act achieves. 
In referring to a place by its Jewish name, 
its spiritual essence comes to the fore and 
eradicates the previous idolatrous influ-
ence. Truly a powerful increase of kevod 
shamayim. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesda, July14 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur - is sponsored 

by Miriam Marcus in loving memory of her Mother,  
Liba Pesha bat Natan on her 4th yahrzeit, 7 Av, and  

Natan ben Moshe z”l - her Zaida (her mother’s father) 
66th Yahrzeit on Tisha B’Av

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an aliya 

neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h
Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 

have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a refuah 
shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK - Great 
investment! Nice 3.5 rooms, 1st floor, renovated, 
with a pinuy binuy process to double the value of 
the apartment 2,100,000 NIS
BAKA, GOOD DEAL! -   New penthouse,  
4 rooms, 104m, Shabbat elevator, 30m of 
sukkah balconies with view, master bedroom, 
bright, 2,950,000 NIS
KIRYAT SHMUEL, NILI St - Great 5 rooms  
+ large separate unit, well kept building, elevator, 
4 balconies, beautifully renovated, quiet, 
spacious, 5,100,000 NIS
PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON - In a 
picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parking spots, rare!
GERMAN COLONY - Unique Property! Plot of 
more than dunam, permit to build up to 1250m 
with pool, huge garden, ground floor of Arabic 
style house, high ceilings,  prime location. Rare!


