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1st aliya (Bamidbar 30:2-31:12) 
Vows: A commitment must be 
kept. A young woman’s vow may 

be nullified by her father on the day it is 
taken; if not nullified, it need be observed.  
A married woman’s vow may be nullified 
by her husband; if not nullified, it need be 
observed. Conduct a battle of retribution 
on Midian, after which Moshe shall die.  
1,000 soldiers per tribe are led by Pinchas, 
accompanied by the holy vessels and trum-
pets. The leaders of Midian are killed, the 
cities destroyed. All the booty is brought to 
Moshe and Elazar at the plains of Moav, 
opposite Jericho.

The ability of a father or husband to nul-
lify a vow doesn’t sit so well with modern 

KI TEITZEI sensitivities. However, in times past, and 
not so distant times past, men bore much 
greater responsibility for the decisions of 
their family members than now. But as I 
have pointed out many times, what is left 
unsaid is equally as important. There is no 
one to nullify the vows of the man. (though 
there is a mechanism in halacha to do so, 
men have less ways out than these women).  
The men are held to their word more vig-
orously. We are marching to the Land of 
Israel. Then we will settle there. All will 
need to take on communal commitments.  
What I say, I must do. My word is my word; 
you can count on me. While the march to 
the Land continues, we are thinking of the 
day after, the settling of the Land and the 
building of society. We are pivoting from 
the march to the Land, to the life in the 
Land.  That society needs to be built on the 
reliability of one’s word.

2nd aliya (31:13-54) Moshe is 
angry that the women have been 
spared, as they were the snares 

in the illicit affairs of Baal Peor. He orders 
their death. Elazar teaches to pass the Mid-
ianite utensils through fire and through 
water before use (kashering and immers-
ing). The vast booty is divided. The soldiers 
receive half, the people half.  The soldiers 
shall give 1/500th of their booty to the 
Kohanim; the people 1/50th to the Leviim.  
The booty was: 675,000 sheep, 72,000 cattle, 
61,000 donkeys and 32,000 young people.  
The tithes were given. The leaders of the 
war approach Moshe: no soldier fell in the 
battle. We shall give all the gold and silver 
booty as an atonement; it numbered 16,750 
shekel.
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The booty is divided equally between the 
soldiers and the rest of the population.  
There were 1,000 soldiers per tribe, 12,000 
in total. The census last week yielded a 
total population of 601,000. That’s not fair: 
12,000 soldiers get the same as 589,000?  
Lesson learned: Jewish society values its 
soldiers, expressing profound appreciation 
to them with rewards for their service. The 
benefits that our modern Israeli society 
grants to soldiers who serve our country 
are rooted in our Torah. And while a tithe 
does go to the Kohanim and Leviim, those 
providing spiritual strength, it is miniscule 
compared to that given to the soldiers. The 
Kohanim receive 1/500th of the soldiers half.  
The Leviim 1/50th of the general popula-
tion’s half. We appreciate the contribution 
of the religious leaders while appreciating 
more the contribution of the soldiers.

3rd aliya (32:1-19) The tribes of 
Reuven and Gad have extensive 
flocks, while the region just con-

quered has lush grazing Land. They 
requested of Moshe to settle in this spot.  
Moshe asked rhetorically: your brothers go 
to war and you sit here? You will demoral-
ize the people as did the spies into not 
wanting to enter the Land. You saw G-d’s 
reaction in not allowing that generation to 
enter the Land. The tribes of Reuven and 
Gad offered to house their flocks and fam-
ilies in place while joining the rest of the 
people in the battles in the Land.

The war with Midian yielded a vast booty of 
animals. The Bnei Reuven and Gad figure 
“if this Land could yield such success, why 
not stay here?” Makes perfect sense. After 
all, this is economically secure and stable.  
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but is also a wise investment!
Take advantage and lock down a great deal on
your dream vacation home – and best of all, it’s
very affordable – just 15% down payment, with
mortgages available and bank guarantees. Rental
income often in excess of 3.5%. So, act now.

 

REASON #4: THE NICEST BEACHES

  

  
JJuusstt  iimmaaggiinnee  yyoouurr  eexxcciitteedd  cchhiillddrreenn  
aanndd  ggrraannddcchhiillddrreenn  mmaakkiinngg  tthhee  sshhoorrtt
wwaallkk  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  aappaarrttmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee
bbeeaauuttiiffuull  AAsshhkkeelloonn  sseeaasshhoorree!!

IItt  ppaayyss  ttoo  bbuuyy  aa  pprrooppeerrttyy
iinn  AAsshhkkeelloonn  ––  hheerree’’ss  wwhhyy::
It pays to buy a property
in Ashkelon – here’s why: 

 
Just imagine your excited children 
and grandchildren making the short
walk from your apartment to the
beautiful Ashkelon seashore!
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It is not the same as the spies. The spies 
were fearful of taking the Land; which in 
essence was a repudiation of G-d’s promise 
to champion our settling the Land. These 
people are merely comfortable in chutz 
laaretz. The grass is greener on this side; 
why venture to the other, the unkown?  
They don’t question whether the Land can 
be taken; they question why give up the 
good life.  Sound familiar?

4th aliya (32:20-33:49) Moshe 
agreed to the offer of the tribes of 
Reuven and Gad: they would join 

the battle for the Land and upon its conclu-
sion would return to the east bank of the 
Jordan. Moshe informed Yehoshua and Ela-
zar of this, instructing them to ensure that 
all that was agreed upon be fulfilled. The 
Lands of Og and Sichon were divided 
amongst Gad and Reuven, while the region 
of Gilad was given to half of the tribe of 
Menashe. (Parshat Masei) Moshe recorded 
all the travels until here, listing them all in 
great detail. When they arrived at Hor 
Hahar, Aharon died at age 123 on the first 
of the fifth month (1 Av). The travels con-
cluded at the plains of Moav opposite 
Jericho.  

The acquiescence to the request of the 
tribes of Reuven and Gad is surprising.  
Why allow them to stay outside of the 
Land of Israel, settling in the Lands of Og 
and Sichon? Now this may sound harsh, 
but, the Land that has been conquered 
is being unequivocally claimed as ours. 
These are the Lands of Sichon and Og. They 
fought the Jewish people. National justice 
demands that their opposition not go unno-
ticed.  Were all the Jews to have entered the 

Land, this area would be resettled by the 
adversary. So too with the war with Mid-
ian. The national effort at seduction cannot 
be left unopposed. The Jewish people are 
conveying a message of what we can call 
a Newtonian law of national justice; every 
opposition to us, will be met with an oppo-
sition to you.

5th aliya (33:50-34:15) On the 
banks of the Jordan, the people 
are commanded to take the Land 

of Israel and settle in it for it is given to you.  
You must supplant the people of the Land 
for if not, they will be a thorn in your side; 
and inevitably, what I am commanding of 
you to supplant them, will be done by them 
to you. The borders of the Land:  in the 
south from the Mediterranean Sea to the 
Dead Sea, the western border is the Medi-
terranean Sea north into Lebanon, the 
North into Syria, the east along the 
Jordan.   

The delineation of the borders of the Land 
is tricky because some of the landmarks it 
describes are not familiar to us. Nonethe-
less it is clear that the southern border does 
not extend all the way down to Eilat.  The 
northern border extends well into Lebanon 
of today. And the eastern border includes 
much of Syria of today. With the impend-
ing Shmitta year in Israel, determining the 
southern border is helpful, for any pro-
duce grown south of that border will not 
be bound by the laws of Shmitta.

6th aliya (34:16-35:8) The leaders 
of the tribes shall apportion the 
Land. The Leviim shall be given 

cities amongst the tribes. Each city shall 
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have open area and grazing area surround-
ing it, 2,000 amot in total area outside the 
city. The Leviim may settle in the cities of 
refuge or in 48 designated cities. These cit-
ies are provided by the tribes, according to 
the size of the tribe and their allotted area.

The description of the open and grazing 
area around the city is one of the ecological 
passages of the Torah. Green lung around 
the city. 2,000 amot is about a kilometer.  
As the cities were small (no need for wide 
roads for cars in the ancient world), this 
amounts to a healthy greenbelt around the 
city.

7th aliya (35:9-35:13) Cities of Ref-
uge are to be allocated, 3 on the 
west side of the Jordan, 3 on the 

east. One who kills accidentally may flee 
there. It is not accidental but rather murder 
if one attacks with a lethal weapon, or the 
assault is premeditated. The murderer 
shall be put to death; he may not flee to 
these cities. The relatives of the daughters 
of Zelophchad pointed out to Moshe that 
their family inheritance will be damaged.  
For the daughters will marry men of 
another tribe; so the integrity of their fam-
ily allotment will be damaged. It will not 
even return in Yovel, for it will begin with 
another tribe. Moshe instructed that these 
women marry men from their family so as 
to maintain the integrity of the family 
allotment.

In the description of the cities of refuge, 
any illusion that the Jewish society in the 
Land will be perfect is dispelled. There will 
be murders. And earlier in this parsha, we 
fought a battle due to the failing of sexual 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club
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      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start 
of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA 
16+12=28 P'SUKIM-                    

30:2-31:12

[P> 30:2 (16)] "And Moshe spoke to the 
leaders of the Tribes of Israel..." The first 
principle of the topic of Nedarim (vows 
& oaths) is that a person must fulfill the 
terms of his vow and it is prohibited to 
"profane one's word" [407, L157 30:3].

On the other hand, built into the Torah's 
laws are procedures for release from 
vows. These procedures also constitute a 
mitzva, known as HAFARAT N'DARIM [406, 
A95 30:3]. A girl (12-12½ yrs. old - officially 
called a NAARA) who makes a vow can 
have her vows nullified by her father (only 

STATS

MATOT-MAS'EI

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Adler’s shiur (Sunday, July 19)

 is sponsored לעילוי נשמת 
Dr. Harold B. Reisman z”l
 צבי דוב בן יעקב יהודה ז”ל
on the first yahrzeit כ”ו תמוז
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There is a famous Rashi in the week’s Parsha, which seems eternal and worthy to be mentioned. The 
tribes of Reuven and Gad turned to Moshe to acquire the lands on the Eastern side of the Jordan. They 
stipulated that they accepted upon themselves the responsibility to enter the land of Canaan armed 
to fight with the rest of the tribes, first, before returning to their portions. They even conditioned that 
they would leave their sheep and families secured on the Eastern side, as they would fight with Israel 
in conquering the Western part. 

 (32:16) “And they came near to him and said: Sheepfolds we will build for our cattle here and cities 
for our little ones.” “Gidrot Tzon nivneh l’mikneinu  ...V’aarim l’tapeinu”

This seems a very fair request on the part of the two and a half tribes. All Moshe needed was to 
accept or not accept their proposal.

Yet, Moshe answers them in reverse to what they requested.
He said to the (24:24) “Build you cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep”
Why the different order? Was it simply a mistake in syntax?
Rashi quoting the Tanchuma says that it was intentional. Moshe taught them correct priorities in life. 

First, take care of your families and only then secure your possessions. Moshe, aware of their incorrect 
perspective of things, leaves them with an important message. The children are more important than 
we are; they are our future!

Perhaps this was the mistaken perception of the generation of the wilderness, to think of themselves 
first. Moshe’s legacy is to concern ourselves about the future generation first- they ensure our survival.

Shabbat Shalom 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

impropriety with the women of Midian.  
And earlier in the Torah, the Golden Calf 
and idol worship. So there you have it: the 
Jews of the desert have covered the big 3, 
idolatry, adultery and murder. We aren’t, 
nor do we have illusions that we will be a 
perfect society. But, with that full knowl-
edge, G-d is promising us that we will enter 
the Land imminently. Some Jews will err, 
will sin, will fail. But not the Jewish peo-
ple. The covenant with the people endures.  
Rocky at times, but enduring. The book of 
Bamidbar ends on the banks of the Jordan, 
poised to enter the Land. 

HAFTORAH  
YIRMIYAHU 2:4 –28; 3:4.

This week’s haftorah is the second of a 
series of three “haftarot of affliction.” 

Yirmiyahu transmits Hashem’s message to 
the Jewish people in strong tones - includ-
ing the leadership, for their abandonment 
of Hashem. He reminds them of the kind-
ness Hashem did for them, taking them out 
of Egypt and leading them through the des-
ert and settling them in the Promised Land, 
yet they repaid kindness with disloyalty.   

Hashem asks them to view the actions of 
their neighboring nations, the Kittites and 
Kedarites: “And see whether there was any 
such thing, whether a nation exchanged a 
god, although they are not gods. Yet My 
nation exchanged their glory for what does 
not avail.”

The haftorah ends on an encouraging note, 
assuring the people that if they return 
to Hashem with sincerity, they will be 
restored to their full glory. 


