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Today is 
Aharon’s 
Yahrzeit
ַנ֣ת  שְׁ בִּ ֑ם  שָׁ ַויָָּ֣מת  ה'  ֥י  ַעל־פִּ ָהָה֛ר  ֶאל־הֹ֥ר  ַהּכֵֹה֜ן  ֲהרֹ֨ן  אַֽ ַויַַּ֩על֩ 

֖י  ֲחִמישִׁ חֶֹ֥דׁש הַֽ ָרֵאל֙ ֵמֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצַרִ֔ים בַּ י־ִישְׂ נֵֽ ִע֗ים ְלֵצ֤את בְּ ַאְרבָּ הָֽ

ֶאָח֥ד ַלֽחֶֹדש.   )במדבר לג:לח( בְּ

Aharon HaKohen ascended Hor HaHar at 
Hashem’s bidding and died there, on the first 
day of the fifth month in the fortieth year of 
Bnai Yisrael’s exodus from Egypt. (Bamid-
bar 33:38)

There is only one person’s yahrzeit 
recorded in the Torah and that is the date 
of Aharon Hakohen’s death. It happens to 
be today! Rosh Hodesh Av. 

Although the date of Aharon’s death 
is recorded in Masai after the various 
journeys are delineated, we are initially 

informed of Aharon’s death in Parshas 
Hukas. Immediately following the dis-
closure of Aharon’s departure, the other 
nations felt it was an opportune time to 
attack Bnai Yisrael. 

ֶ֖רְך  דֶּ ָרֵא֔ל  ִישְׂ ֣א  בָּ ֚י  כִּ בנֶֶּ֔גב  ֣ב  ישֵׁ ֶלְך־ֲעָרד֙  מֶֽ ֲעִנ֤י  נַֽ ַהכְּ ַמ֞ע  שְׁ ַויִּ

)במדבר  ִבי.  שֶֽׁ ּ֖נּו  ִממֶּ בְּ |  ֥שְׁ ַויִּ ָרֵא֔ל  ִישְׂ בְּ ֶ֨חם֙  לָּ ַויִּ ֲאָתִר֑ים  הָֽ

כא:א(.  

The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in 
the south, heard that Israel had come by the 
route of the spies, and he waged war against 
Israel and took from them a captive. (Bam-
idbar 21:1). 

What made the other nations perceive Am 
Yisrael as being so vulnerable immediately 
following the death of Aharon? 

Furthermore, the gemara informs us (Ta’anit 
9a) that the Mann was provided to Am Yis-
rael in the merit of Moshe, the Be’er was in 
the merit of Miriam and the Ananei Hakavod 
in the merit of Aharon. How are the Ananei 
Hakavod most relevant to Aharon?

One of the yesodos of Am Yisrael is the 
midda of Arvus – unity. Am Yisrael is 
referred to as one body.  When we received 
the Torah, we were united as one – as is 
stated ויחן שם ישראל  - in the singular, to high-
light the unification we experienced at that 
moment. Aharon was known as an “ohev 
shalom v’rodef shalom” (Avos 1:12)– always 
seeking to restore peace among the people.  
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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When we are unified, no other nation can 
harm us. It is as if a spiritual armor protects 
us. Yet, when we are divided, we are vul-
nerable and at the mercy of our enemies.  
The Mishkan Betzallel suggests that once 
Aharon perished, the other nations hypoth-
esized that in his absence there would be 
inner conflicts and they would be able to 
be victorious over Am Yisrael.  

Perhaps the Ananei Hakavod were provided 
in the merit of Aharon, as they symbolize 
the unification of Am Yisrael. They encir-
cled and protected the people as a unit.  
That personified Aharon, an individual 
who always sought to unify the nation. 

It is no coincidence that Aharon’s death is 
on Rosh Chodesh Av, the month in which 
both the Batei Mikdash were destroyed, 
due to sinas chinum. When we act as an 
‘am mefuzar umefurad” (a nation that is 
split) then we fall before our enemies. On 
Aharon’s Yahrzeit may we recall Aharon’s 
glue that bound the nation together, as the 
seamless cloud that protected our nation 
in the desert. May we seek to emulate 
Aharon’s love, respect, care and concern 
for every member of Klal Yisrael so that 
we can be zoche to experience a geula 
shlema during our lifetime. 
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